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HEN this Publication Was commenced, 
ES, it was admitted that the Seſſion of Par- 
lament of the laſt year was likely to prove 


equally important and intereſting with any that 
had preceded it; but the circumſtances, under 
which the preſent has opened, muſt be allowed 
on all hands to promiſe that it will prove more 
ſo in a degree infinitely beyond compariſon. 


The internal conduct of France, the abilities 


diſplayed by the leaders of her councils for the 
moment, amidſt contending factions in the ca- 

pital, the vigorous exertions that ſhe has made 
in the war, and the rapid ſucceſſes, which thoſe 
wonderful efforts have experienced, have aſto- 
niſhed all Europe. Some of the powers com- 
| bined, in the formidable alliance, to repel the 
attacks which the dauntleſs ambition of the 
new Republic induced it to make on almoſt 
every one of the neighbouring ſtates, have been 
led, by motives of political or private intereſt, to 
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1 T. ADVERTISEMENT. Vs 


een their ardour, and either. to 8 . 
from the conteſt, without having afforded their 


ſtipulated ſuccour, or ſo far to fail in their ex- 


ertions as to warrant the concluſion, that WP 


were too puſillanimous to be powerful, t 


mean to maintain their greatneſs and aue be. 
ency, or too much engaged in other concerns to 


be willing to continue with the neceſſary zeal 


that conteſt, in the iſſue of which not only 
: the welfare, but apparently the exiſtence, of 


every European ſtate was deeply involved. 


Great Britain, almoſt ſingly, has acted wh? 
an earneſtneſs proportioned to the magnitude of 


the object, and has unremittingly continued her 


efforts with firmneſs and intrepidity, amidſt 
a variety of diſcouraging circumſtances, Unawed 
by ill ſucceſs, and unſhaken by diſaſters, the is 
ſtill determined to go on, and, truſting to the 
juſtice of her cauſe, to proſecute the war with - 
unabated energy. Under ſuch circumſtances, 
the country can only look to the wiſdom of 
Parliament for counſel and ſupport. . 


The manner in which the Seſſion has opened. 


is infinitely creditable to the Britiſh nation. Some 
of the beſt men, and the moſt dignified charac- 
ters in each Houſe, have ſtepped forward man- 
fully, and, at the ſame time avowing their per- 


onal regard to the Miniſter, ad their conſeiouſ- 


neſs : 


22 


Aerrrisgurvr. 5 = 
neſs of his good intentions, have confelled their 


= impatience to reſtore the bleflings of peace to 
their country, and recommended an immediate 
declaration of the readineſs of Government to 
enter into negotiation with a view to peace. 
= The Majority in both Houſes, however, actu- 
_ ated by a different ſentiment, though influenced 
by motives and governed by principles equally 
good, have thought it more adviſable to face 
XZ the difficulties of the confli with firmneſs, 
| and, by oppoſing extraordinary vigour and ener- 
y, on our part, to the frantic enthuſiaſm and 
almoſt irreſiſtible fury of the enemy, perſevere 
until Fortune ſhall afford a favourable moment 
for the concluſion of a peace, on grounds more 
ſafe and more honourable, and thence likely to be 
permanent. Having theſe momentous concerns 
ſincerely at heart, every Britiſh ſubject, capable of 
regarding ſo ſtupendous an object as now preſents 
ittſelf to their view, with a ſteady eye, cannot 
but applaud the ſpirit of both Houſes, which 
* has led them to emulate their anceſtors, the moſt 
ſhining and enviable part of whoſe characters 
has been recorded by Hiſtorians to be their un- 
daunted intrepidity in the hour of ackrowledg- 
ed danger, and their undiminiſhed ardour under 
circumſtances apparently the moſt likely to cre- 
ate diſmay, increaſe alarm, and infuſe atoms: : 


» > r* — — 


4 2 * 
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eney. Happel the annals of. Great Britain af ; 
ford a variety of inſtances where the exertion 
of this noble fortitude has found its reward, in. 


converting defeat and diſaſter into victory, and, : 
has ultimately crowned thoſe, who were daring 
enough to ſet a world in arms at, defiance, with 
triumph and with glory, May ſuch rewards. 
attend the magnanimous conduct of our coun- 
try at the termination of the conſequences 
| which the preſent arduous crifis will neceſſarily, 
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a vigorous proſecution of the juſt and nece 
« which we are engaged. | 


WOODFALL'S | 
PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 


| TUESDAY, DECEMBER ze, 1794- | 


= 5 Majeſty came down to the Houſe of Peers at Three 


o'Clock, and having ſummoned the Commons to the 


Bar, opened the Seſſion of Parliament with the following 


molt gracious Speech: 
-  « My Lordr and Gentlemen, = 
After the uniform experience which I have had of your 


©: zealous regard for the intereſts of my people, it is a great 
_ ** ſatisfaction to me to recur to your advice and aſſiſtance, 
© at a period which calls for the full exertion of your energy 
and wiſdom. _ 15 | 


_ < Notwithſtanding the diſappointments and reverſes which 
« we have experienced in the courſe of the laſt campaign, 
<« [retain a firm conviction of the neceſſity of perfiſting in 
fry war in 
© You will, I am confident; agree with me, that it is only 
5 from firmaeſs and perſeverance that we can hope for the 


reſtoration of peace on ſafe and honourable grounds, and 


for the preſervation and permanent ſecurity of our deareſt 


© intereſts: 


In conſidering the ſituation of our enemies, you will 
* not fail to obſerve, that the efforts which have led to their 
** ſuccefles; and the unexampled means by which alone thoſe 


© efforts could have been ſupported, have produced among 


& themſelves the pernicious effects which were to be expect- 
« ed; and that every thing which has paſſed in the interior 
„of the cauntry, has ſhewn the progreſive and rapid decay 


of their reſources, and the inſtability of every part of that 
violent and unnatural ſyſtem which is equally ruinous to 


“France, and incompatible with the tranquillity of other 
© nations: _ I HE N „ 
The States Genet. of the United Provinces have never- 
* theleſs been led, by a ſcuſe of preſent difſieulties, to enter 
VoL I. — | into 


— 
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appear neceſſary for carrying it into effect. x 
& have the greateſt ſatisfaction in announcing to you the 
happy event of the concluſion of a treaty for the marriage. 
of my ſon the Prince of Wales, with the Princeſs Caro- 
line, daughter of the Duke of Brunſwick. The conſtant 
proots of your affection for my perſon and family perſuade 

me, that you will participate in the ſentiments I feel on 

an occaſion fo intereſting to my domeſtic happineſs, and 

that you will enable me to make proviſion for ſuch an 
eſtabliſhment, as you may think ſuitable to the rank an 
dignity of the Heir Apparent to the Crown of theſe king 


into negotiations for peace with the party now prevailing 


in that unhappy country. No eſtabliſhed government or 
independent State can, under the preſent circumſtances, 
derive real ſecurity from ſuch negotiations: On our part, 
they could not be attempted without ſacrificing both our 


honour and ſafety to an enemy, whoſe chief animoſity is 8 


avowedly directed againſt thefe kingdoms. 


« J have therefore continued to uſe the moſt effeQtual 


means for the further augmentation of my forces; and I 


ſhall omit no opportunity of concerting the operations of 
the next campaign with ſuch of the powers of Europe as 


are impreſſed with the ſame ſenſe of the neceſhty of vigour 


and exertion. I place the fulleſt reliance on the valour of 
my forces, and on the affection and public ſpirit of my 
people, in whoſe behalf I am contending, and whoſe _ 
ſafety and happineſs are the objects ef my conſtant ſoli- 


citude. ; 


« The local importance of Corfica, and the ſpirited efforts 
of its inhabitants to deliver themfelves from the yoke of 
France, determined me not to withhold the protection 
"which they ſought for; and I have ſince accepted the 


crown and ſovereignty of that country, according to an 
inſtrument, a copy of which I have directed to be laid be- 
fore you. | | | | | | 


„ have great pleaſure in informing you, that I b 
concluded a Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Naviga- 


tion, with the United States of America, in which it has 


been my object to remove, as far as poſſible, all grounds 
of jealouſy and miſunderſtanding, and to improve an in- 
tercourſe beneficial to both countries. As ſoon as the rati-- 
fications ſhall have been exchanged, I will direct a copy 
of this Treaty to be laid before you, in order that you may 


conſider of the propriety of making ſuch proviſions as may 


doms. | 


Gentlemen 
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« Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, TOY 
C The conſiderations which prove the neceſſity of a vi- 
% gorous proſecution of the war will, I doubt not, induce 
you to make a timely and ample proviſion for the ſeveral 
ec branches of the public ſervice, the eſtimates for which 1 
< have direded to be laid before you. While I regret the 
« neceſſity of large additional burdens on my ſubjects, it is 


4 2 juſt conſolation and ſatisfaction to me to obſerve the ſtate 
4 of our credit, commerce, and reſources, which is the na- 


T tural reſult of the continued exertions of induſtry under 


* the protection of a free and well-regulated government. 


« My Lords aud Gentlemen, 


A jult ſenſe of the bleſſings now ſo long enjoyed by this 
„country will, I am perſuaded, encourage you to make every 
e effort, which can enable you to tranſmit thoſe bleſſings un- 


— 


« ;mpaired to your poſterity. $ TN 8 
I entertain a confident hepe that, under the protection 


of Providence, and with a conſtancy and perſeverance on 
e cour part, the principles of ſocial order, morality, and reli- 
„ gion, will ultimately be ſucceſsful; and that my faithful 


« people will find their preſent exertions and ſacrifices re- 


„ warded by the ſecure and permanent enjoyment of tran- 
„ quillity at home, and by the deliverance of Europe from 


« the greateſt danger with which it has been threatened fince 


* the eſtabliſhment of civilized ſociety.” 


His Majeſty having retired, the following Peers were in- 


troduced, ſworn, and took their feats: 


Lord Offory Lord Selfea 
Lord Clive Lord Mendip 
Lord Mulgrave Lord Bradford 
Lord Lyttleton Lord Curzon, and 
: Lord Yarborough. 


Lord Hertford was alſo ſworn in Marquis of Hertford. 


At five o'clock the Lord Chancellor read the King's Speech 


from the woolſack; and it having been again read as uſual by 
the Clerk at the table, | En akon pk Worn bm 


Earl Camden roſe, and addreſſed their Lordſhips to the fol- 


lowing purport : The preſent criſis, the Earl ſaid, was an ar- 


duous one, and called for the fulleſt exertion of their Lord- 


Y ſhips' energy and wiſdom. Had theſe been common times, 
unaccuſtomed as he was to ſpeak in public, he ſhould not have 


ventured to come forward from the retired fituation he had ge- 


nerally held in Parliament, and deliver his ſentiments ; but 


he flattered himſelf their Lordſhips would not deem him guilty 


of preſumption, if, under ſuch circumſtances, he took the li- 


B22 | | berty. 
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herty of riſing to move an Addreſs to his Majeſty, in anſwer 
to the moſt gracious Speech their Lordſhips had juſt heard 
Vw CEE no OS 
The preſent had been thought by many to be a time of 
alarm; by ſome it had been magnified into a time of danger; 
but by all it was allowed to be a time of importance. With. 
out feeling any part of that alarm, with which ſome of his 
| Majeſty's ſubjects were impreſſed, or prematurely apprehending 
that danger which others imagined, he was ready to agree 
that the period in which he ſpoke was difficult and critical, 
and under that impulſe it was that he offered an Addreſs, to 
which he flattered himſelf he ſhould have the honour of 
their Lordſhips* general concurrence. „%% or ol 
Before he entered into the confideration of any of the 
topics alluded to in his Majeſty's Speech, which might poſ- 
ſibly give riſe to difference of opinion, there was one which 
he had no doubt but he might ſele& without danger of con- 
teſt, as he was convinced there could be only one ſentiment 
on the ſubject. Their Lordſhips would, doubtleſs, anticipate 
the circumſtance to which he alluded, and feel their breaſts 
glow with joy and gratitude for his Majeſty's communication 
of a matter ſo intereſting to every Britiſh ſubject as the ap- 
proaching union of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales 
with the Princeſs Caroline of Brunſwick, So effential were 
the bleſſings that we had experienced under the mild go- 
yernment of the Houſe of Hanover from the period of their 
having been called to the throne of theſe kingdoms, that there 
was not, he was perſuaded, one of their Lordſhips, nor one 
man in the country, who would not join heartily in congratulat- 
ivg his Majeſty on an event that promiſed to continue his royal 
line, and to give the kingdom aſſurance of future Sovereigns, 
beneficent and amiable as the Prince who at preſent dignified 5 
the throne with his vVirtuees 5 
After paying the Prince of Wales a handſome compliment, 
the Earl proceeded to notice the other ſubjects mentioned in 
the Speech. He expreſſed his ſatisfaction at hearing that the 
American treaty was in a ſtate fo near its ultimate concluſion, 
as he flattered himſelf the policy of preſerving amity with the 
United States muſt appear obvious to every well-wiſher to 
both countries. He felt, he ſaid, the fulleſt conviction of 
the neceſſity of proſecuting the war with the utmoſt energy 
and vigour. He recalled their Lordſhips* recollection to the 
commencement of the war, which had been altogether unpro- 
voked on our part, and brought on by the repeated infults 
and aggreſſions of France. The laſt campaign, it was true, 
had been attended with reyerſes and difeppointments; but 
SY | „ much 


—— 


A... 


_—_—_—, 
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| much as he might lament the chance of war, he ſaw no rea- 
ſon to infer, that therefore it was either wiſe or prudent to think 


of peace in ſuch a moment. In the beginning of the war, under 


the conduct of a gallant and heroic Prince, ſucceſs had 


| crowned our exertions on the continent, and in other quar- 
4 


ters of the globe in repeated and brilliant inſtances; and 


the circumſtances that had ſince occurred, it became more 
than ever neceſſary to purſue ſuch meafures as would convince 
our enemies we were not ditheartened by temporary ill ſucceſs, 


nor diſmayed by the few advantages which the chance of war 
Had given them. This was certainly the moſt improper con- 


juncture for making peace that could be choſen, even if ne- 
gotiation were practicable ; and no individual, who felt like 


an Engliſhman, would, he truſted, condeſcend to humble 
himſelf at the foot of France, a proud and imperious foe, 


elated with ſucceſs, and mad with victory: Nor could any 


peace, ſhould his countrymen be ſo far degraded and dead in 


"ſpirit as to ſubmit to ſue for it, be concluded under ſuch cir- 


cumſtances, that was either likely to be ſafe, honourable, or 


permanent. His Lordſhip faid, he was prepared to expect a 
diff. rent propoſition would be offered from ſome Noble Lords 


preſent; but he nevertheleſs: relied on the firmneſs of Parlia- 


Indeed he had little to doubt of their Lordſhips' deciſion, 
when he could undertake to prove, that, on the one hand, we 


could not make peace at preſent without the ſacrifice of the 


honour and dignity of the kingdom; and, on the other, that we 


were likely and able to proſecute the war with greater exertion 
than ever. The temporary ſucceſſes of the enemy ought not, he 
ſaid, to create alarm, when it was recollected that, on our firſt 
engaging in the war, we found the enemy had made a more 


rapid progreſs into the territories of the neighbouring ſtates 


than ſhe had been able to do ſince, and was compelled by the 
Allies to retire with a rapidity far exceeding the celerity of 


their inroad, and to retreat within their own frontier. 


His reaſons for thinking any negotiation for peace imprac- 


ticable at this period, his Lordſhip faid, were, that it was not, 
in the ſmalleſt degree, likely to be attended to; and that if even 


unexpectedly France ſhould ſhew herſelf willing t6'treat for 
: ly we had no proſpect of procuring it, but by making con- 
dTeſſions diſgraceful to this country. Suppoſing, however, that 


we were ſe ſunk in ſpirit, and had ſo tar forgotten the proper 


pride that at all times ſupported our anceſtors in difficulty and 
| danger, as to bend the knce to the French Republic, could any | 
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ment, and the good ſenſe of the people of England, which 
would ſuggeſt to them the neceſſity of continuing the war with 
additional energy and vigour, 5 5 | = 
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man, pretending to reaſon and reflection, think that a peace, 
concluded at ſuch a moment, and under ſuch humiliating cir. 
cumſtances, had the ſmalleſt chance of permanency?  Admit- 
ting, for the ſake of argument, that a peace were within our. 
reach, who would adviſe us to difarm, and receive the French 
into the country? We knew their principles, and their conduct, 
wherever they had gained a footing, taught us to dread the con- 
tagion of ſuch principles: With regard to the ſituation of France 
_ comparatively with this country in point of reſource, it was eaſy 
to ſhew, that while we were in a ſtate of almoſt unexampled 
_ proſperity, the reſources of France were 7720 exhauſted, and 
reduced to a degree of diſtreſs unparalleled in the hiſtory of that 
extenſive and populous kingdom. The law for enforcing the 
circulation: of alſignats, and the law of the maximum, on which 
extraordinary meaſures they had placed the ſtrongeſt reliance, 
end which had truck other countries with aſtonichment, as 
the molt violent ſtretches of tyrannic power that ever were 
attempted, they had found themielves obliged to abandon ;_ 
and though they had not repealed them, they no. longer at- 
tempred to carry thoſe laws into exccution. The conſequence 
was, aſlignats had found their level, and ſunk to their natural 
ſtate of depreciation : They were now, according to the lait 
accounts which he had received, his Lordſhip ſaid, at 55 per 
cent. diſcount ; or, to illuſtrate his meaning and make hintelt 
underſtood by a familiar inſtance, 96 aſſignats muſt be given 
for 24 louis d'ors. At the ſame time that the French circula- 
tion was thus lowered, the expence of the government was 
enormous, and the price of proviſions of every kind raiſed to 
ſuch an extravagant height- throughout the country, as to be 
beyond the reach of ordinary purchaſe. The ſyſtem of terror, 
xvhich had been maintained under the late leaders of the Con- 
vention, was at an end, and the guiilotine was no longer in 
erpetual exerciſe. Their councils had ceaſed to maniſeſt their 
Former vigour, but were, from the conſtitution of them, ne- 
ceſſarily weak and nervelets. Inſtead of the Committee of 
Public Safety, which had been permanent, and which had 
ſhewn fo much energy, it was now compoſed of members 
who changed every month: In a word, the ſtate of France 
was a ſtate equally deſtitute of internal comfort and ſecurity, 
proviſions and reſources. „„ W 
' Happy indeed was the picture that this country preſented, 
gur ſituation being in every reſpect the reverſe of that of our 
enemies. Our own national force, both by ſea and land, was 
the largeſt that Great Britain had ever known, nor were we 
_ deſtitute of Allies. We had every reaſon to hope for aſſiſt- 
ance from Auſtria; and although, from a ſenſe of preſent 
FR ne | dilliculty, 
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difficulty, the States General had thought proper to enter 
into a negotiation with France, poſſibly their withdrawing 
themſelves from the conteſt might not prove diſadvantage- 
ous to this country, as it would reſtore a large portion of our 
forces, and enable us to empioy them more uſefully in other 
ſervices. In ſhort, the Dutch had afforded but an uncertain 
and inauſpicious aid to the common cauſe; and their ſeceſſion 
under ſuch circumſtances was the leſs to be regretted, than it + 
would have been had their zcal in the progreſs of the war 
kept pace with our own. gb Wo Rn 75 
The ſtate of our revenue, the Earl ſaid, was moſt flouriſh- 


ing, our refources were infinite, and our credit extraordinarily 


good. The public income this year, he had the happineſs to 


* 


learn, fell but little ſhort of its amount in the laſt; and, as a 
proof of the enviable ſtate and ſtability of national credit, he 


might inſtance the eaſe and facility with which rumour ſaid an 


immenſe loan had been negotiated and obtained in the city. 


From this comparative ſtate of the reſources of Great Britain 


and France, the inference that naturally preſented itſelf was, 
that this was not the fit moment for making peace, however 


_ defirable that event muſt be to every man, who wiſhed to 
participate in its bleſſings, and to put an end to the horrors of 


war. Thoſe who were the molt preſſing for peace muſt of 


_ neceſſity wait till ſomething more like harmony was eſtabliſh- 


ed in France, and the Government had afſumed more perma- 
nency than had hitherto belonged to it. The menaces and 


inſults to this councry, with which France had begun the war, 


| the had not yet thought proper to retract. The ſpirit of the 


people of England, he was ſatisfied, was too high to allow 
them to crouch to an inſulting and a ſucceſsful foe. He be- 
leved they were in general anxious for the profecution of the 


war; that they were ſuſficiently conſcious of the value and 
importance of the ſucceſſes we had experienced in the Eaſt and 


Welt Indies, and the glorious victory that had been obtained by 
a Noble Earl on the ocean on the iſt of June; and that they did 


not, in conſequence of the reverſes of a ſingle campaign, wiſh to 


drop it, which they could not do without the molt obvious 
diſadvantage and diſgrace. The voice of the people of Eng- 
land muſt be heard, whenever it was conſtitutionally given: 


The cauſe was in their hands; and when they recollected that 


the deſtruction of the Britiſh conſtitution was the object of 
the French, he was ſatisſied the Britiſh nation would ſooner 
ſend their laſt ſhilling, and ſhed the laſt drop of their blood, 


than ſuffer a conſtitution, under which they daily enjoyed ſuch. 


The. 


innumerable bleſſings, to be deſtroyed. 
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The Earl concluded a very able ſpeech with an apology te 
their Lordſhips for having ſo long intruded on their patience, 
but hoped he had ſtated arguments ſo undeniable and fo well 
| founded, that the Addreſs he ſhould Have the honour of mov- 
= ing, which certainly went to pledge the Houſe to a proſecu- 
| tion of the war under the preſent circumſtances, would meet 

with their Lordſhips' unanimous concurrence. | 5 

The Addreſs was as follows: | 
dic Moſt Gracious Sovereign, TS e 
% WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutifal and loyal ſubjefts, the Lords 

« Spiritual and Temporal; in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return 

your Majeſty our humble thanks for your Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech 


| e from the Throne. 5 | 7 | 
% We eagerly embrace the firſt opportunity of laying before your Ma- 
_ «6 jeſty our dutiful and reſpeRful congratulations on the auſpicious event of 
* the concluſion of the treaty for the marriage of his Royal Highneſs the 
« Prince of Wales with the Princeſs Caroline of Brunſwick. While we 
« partake in the gratification which muſt ariſe to your Majeſty on an oc- 
<< cafjon ſo intereſting to your Majeſty's domeſtic happineſs, and to that of 
“ the illuſtrious and amiable Prince whoſe virtues are ſo juſtly dear to us, 
« we Took forward, with the utmoſt ſatisfaction, to the hope that, in a long 
© and uninterrupted line of deſcent; this country may continue to enjoy the 
« bleſſings which it has experienced under your Majeſty's paternal govern- 
<< ment, and under the auſpicious reigis of the Sovereigns of the Houſe of ® 
« Brunſwick. = 4 h „ 9 
We beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we ſhall with the utmoſt | 
<< cheerfulneſs concur in enabling your Majeſty to make proviſion for ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment as may be ſuitable to the rank and dignity of the Heir 
« Apparent of theſe kingdoms. 335% P = 
Permit us to aſſure your Majeſty, that, notwithſtanding the diſap- 
«« pointments and reverſes of the laſt campaign, we concur with your Ma- 
« jeſty in a firm conviction of the neceſſity of perſiſting in a vigorous proſe- 
ic cution of the preſent juſt and neceſſary war; being perſuaded that the 
<< attafnment of a juſt and henourable peace, arid the preſervation and per- 
C manent ſecurity of all our deareſt intereſts, are only to be hoped for from 
« firmneſs and perſeverance : That, impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, we 
c derive addicienal encouragement from obſerving that the meaſures 
cc adopted by our enemies have produced amongſt themſelves the pernicious 
« effects which were to be expected from them; and that every thing which 
* has paſſed in that country has manileſted the rapid decay of their re- 
* ſonrces, and the inſtability of every part of that violent and unnatural 
*« ſyſtem, which is equally ruinous ta France, and incompatible with the 
« tranquillity of other States, | . 
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Whatever may be the iſſue of the negotiations into which the United 
* Provinces have been induced to enter, we are perſuaded that no eſtabliſh. 
* ed Government or independent State can, under the preſent circum · 


© ſtances, derive real ſecurity from ſuch negotiations; and that, on our 


«« part, they could not be attempted, without the ſacrifice of our honour and 
* ſafety to an enemy whoſe chief animoſity is dĩrected againſt theſe king- 
« doms. In this ſtate of affairs, wie are ſenſible of the nedeſſi ity of your 
* Majeſty's having continued to uſe effectual means for the further aug- 


c mentation of your forces; and we rely on your Majeſty's omitting no 


opportunity of concerting the operations of the next campaign with ſuch 


„of the Powers of Europe as are impreſſed: with the fame ſenſe of the ne- | 


«« ceſſity of vigour and exertion ; and we truſt that the valour of your Ma- 
© jeſty's forces, and the public ſpirit of the Britiſh nation, will enable you 
«« Majeſty to piovide effectually for the intereſts and ſafety of your faithfu 
25 people, in whoſe behalf your Majeſty is now contending, and for whoſe 

« happineſs your e has ever ſhown the moſt PRs cate and ſoli- 

1 citude. 


% We return your Majeſty our grateful thanks. for the communication 


be which your Majeſty bas been pleaſed to direct to be made to us of the i in- 
6 ſtrument by which your Mjeſty has accepted the Crown and Sovereignty 
of Coiſica; fully ſenſible that the local importance of that iſland, and 


d the ſpirited effotts of its inhabitants to deliver themſelves. from the yoke 


of France, have juſtly determined your Majeſty not to withhold the pro 
1 tection which they ſought for. 5 f 


„% We beg leave to expreſs to your Majeſty. « our ſatisfaQion in hung 
i that a treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, has been concluded 


between your Majeſty and the United States of America; and to aſſme | 


1% your Majeſty, that we ſhall willingly concur in ſuch meaſures as may beſt 
t tend to remove the gtounds of jealouſy and miſunder ante and to im- 
prove an intercourie beneficial to both countries. x 

We entreat your Majeſty to be perſuaded, that a juſt ſenſe ot the blefſ- 
t ings we have now fo long enjoyed will animate us to every effort which 


«© can enable us to tranſmit thoſe: bleſſings unitnpaired to our poſterity : 
_« And that it is our earneft and confident hope that, under the protection 
of the Divine Providence, and with conſtancy and perſeverance. on our 
< part, the principles of ſocial order, morality, and religion, will ultimately 


&© be ſuccelsful ; and that your Majeſty's faithful people may find their 

4 preſent exertious and ſacrifices rewarded by the ſecure and permanent en- 

« joyment of tranquillity at home, and by the deliverance of Europe from 

the greatelt danger with which it A been threatened fince the 3 
44 of civilized eie tp.“ | 


Tons Ponſonby (Ear of Befborough) roſe.to Se the Ad- 


| dolly which he did in a ſhort but emphatic ſpeech, He ſaid, 
* Noble Earl, who had moved the Addreſs, had fo fully ex- 


hy. 
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plained the grounds on which he brought it forward, that he 
ſhould treſpaſs on oor Lordſhips' time but for a very few 


minutes. He ſtated, that he had himſelf taken no part in the 
proceedings of that Houſe, relative to the war, having been 
abſent from his country for the laſt three years 3 but, viewing 
it as at preſent circumſtanced, he thought it would betray a 
want of ſpirit and firmneſs to ſue for peace to a triumphant foe, ' 
that had never. before diſgraced the Britifh character. He 
had no doubt but that their Lordſhips would unite in adviſing 
and ſupporting the profecution of a war againſt the common 
enemy of eſtabliſhed governments, civilized ſociety, morality, 
and religion—an enemy, who had rudely torn down their 
own conſtitution, and with ſavage cagerneſs deſtroyed every 
thing valuable that belonged to it, and were now anxious to. 
level the conſtitution of every other country, and, by a ſyſtem 
of unexampled inſtability, anarchy, and ruin, involve all 
Europe in the ſame confufion, the ſame tyranny, and defiance 
of all order and law, which they themſelves experienced. 
His Lordfhip joined moſt cordially with the Noble Earl in 
that part of his ſpeech, in which he had expreſſed his joy and 
fatisfaction at his Majeſty's gracions communication of an 
event ſo likely to afford pleaſure to the auguſt Sovereign of 
theſe realms, and the people of England in general, as the ap- 
proaching marriage of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 
Wales and the Princeſs Caroline of Brunſwick. Every circun- 
ſtance, that could tend to gratify the parental feelings of his 
Majeſty, and contribute to the comfort and happineſs of his 
family, muſt be ſenfibly felt and acknowledged by every Britiſh 
_ ſubject; and a circumſtance in which the nation was ſo imme- 
diately intereſted as the approaching nuptials of the Prince of 
Wales, could not but diffuſe the moſt ſincere and heartfelt ſa- F. 
tisfaction to all, who juſtly eſtimated the bleſſings they had ex- 
perienced under the mild government of the Houſe of Ha- 
nover. He did not. e doubt but that their Lordſhips 
would cheerfully concur in providing ſuch an eſtabliſhment for 
his Royal Highneſs, as ſhould be ſuitable to the rank and 
dignity of the heir apparent to the Crown of theſe king- 


doms. | 


With regard to the war, his Lordſhip ſaid, he truſted there 
would be but one opinion. We mult either degrade ourſelves 
dy the moſt abject humiliation in the eyes of all Europe, or 
proſecute the war with the utmoſt energy and vigour. Tle 
cauſe was not, as had been falſely imagined, a wiſh to interfere 

with the internal government of France, nor a defire to make 
La Vendee the ſeat of hoſtility ; but it was the cauſe of the 
Britiſh conſtitution, for the exiſtence of which, and the ſe- 

| OE | _ curity 
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curity of our liberties, we were fighting. No Engliſhman, he 
was perſuaded, could ſuffer himſelf for a moment to liſten to . 
a compromiſe of ſuch a cauſe. The conſtitution had been 

handed down to us in a ſtate of enviable excellence and per- 
fection by our anceſtors, and we were bound by every tie of 
moral obligation to deliver it to poſterity unimpaired and en- 
tire. In ſuch a cauſe, however anxioufly he might wiſh for 
.peace, he ſhould be ſorry to ſee the miniſters of Great Britain - 
in treaty with the democratic deſpots of France, and crouching 
for peace, when it could not poſſibly be obtained without difgrace 
and degradation of the national character. ¶ The Noble Lord 
| ſpoke extremely low; but as far as what he ſaid reached the 
| Reporter's ear, the preceding were ſubſtantially the arguments 


with which his Lordſhip ſupported the Addreſs. ] 


De Earl of Guildfard roſe immediately as Lord Ponſonby 
| fat down, and began with declaring that he had flattered him- 
ſelf with hopes that his Majeſty's miniſters had collected wiſ- 
dom from misfortune and diſaſter, and experience from obviors 
error and palpable impolicy. How great then was his 
_ aſtoniſhment at having heard from the Throne a ſpeech, that 
gave neither promiſe nor proſpect of peace, which muſt be fo 


_ defi-ableto all their Lordſhips and the country in general, and 


to find an Addreſs moved, with ſcarcely-one paragraph of 
which, he or the Noble Lords who had with him concurred 
in reprobating the war, into which miniſters had wantonly 
and unneceffarily plunged the country, could poſlibly agree. 
Nor did he think there were preſent any ſet of men who had 

the real good of their country at heart, who could agree to it ; 
and certain he was that the great maſs of the people without 


_ doors muſt be very much ſurpriſed if they did, for upon all 


accounts, but on none more than the folly of obſtinately perſe- 
vering in ſo hopeleſs, ſo miſerable, and ſo ruinous. a conteſt, 
the country mult ſee and feel the impropriety and wantonneſs 
of miniſters carrying it on, merely to ſerve their own intereſted 
ug vs without any poſſible advantage even being held out 
to the country to induce them to countenance ſuch a compli- 

cated ſyſtem-of ignorance, myſtery, and confuſion any longer. 
He knew of no poſhble motive that any man of honeſty or 
common ſenſe could have for agreeing to the propoſed Ad- 
_ dreſs, except it was to proceed upon that deſtructive idea of 

blind confidence in miniſters, and in the ſame miniſters who 
had brought us into the diſtracted and miſerable fitnation in 
which we were now involved; And from thoſe who had hither- 
to placed in thoſe miniſters that blind and implicit confidence 
to which he alluded, he would aſk only this — What was the 
claim of miniſters for a A hee it /—nothing, as far 
Ns ages * | 4s 
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as he knew, but a total and complete failure in all their tranſ- _ 
actions, foreign and domeſtic, military or diplomatic; this 
was their pretenfion to confidence hitherto, and he truſted 


their conduct had ſufficiently evinced to what extent it ought 


to be given them in ſuture. In the whole of the Addreſs, ex- 


cept the part which he would come to ſoon, there was not a 
paragraph or a ſentence that did not loudly call for oppoſition 


from that Houſe, except it was their wiſh to give themſelves 
entirely up to the miſguidance and ignorance of thoſe mi- 
niſters, from unworthy confidence in their rectitude, who had 
brought us into our preſent diſaſtrous ſituation, No-one of | 
their Lordſhips, the Earl ſaid, would, he hoped, ſo far miſap- 


prehend him, as to imagine for a moment that he involved the | 


part of the Addreſs that alluded to the marriage of the Prince 
of Wales in this general reprobation : He was among the firſt 
to give his moſt hearty concyrrence in the congratulation of- 
fered in the Addreſs, as he always would to any thing that 
could in the ſmalleſt degree contribute to the ſatisfaction and 
happineſs of the illuſtrious family upon the throne The 
communication in his Majeſty's Speech reſpecting the mar- 
riage of the Prince of Wales, he conſidered to be a ſubject that 
muſt produce the moſt heartfelt joy, and excite the gratulation 
of all their Lordſhips, and every Britiſh ſubject, who was ſen- 
ſible, as they all were, of the many and ſubſtantial bleſſings 
which this country has enjoyed under the mild and equal go- 
vernment of the. illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover—a ſucceſſion 
introduced to the extinction of Popery, the excluſion of the 
Heirs of James the Second, and for the purpoſe of ſeeuring to 
the people of Great Britain thoſe rights which they mult ever 
hold to be their deareſt and beſt intereſts, and which they can 


only expect a continuance of from the happy continuance of 

that family upon the throne, and their perſeverance in the ſame 
principles which placed them in that exalted fituation ; any 

__ circumſtance then that led to extend or ſecure that ſucceſhon 


mult be highly gratifying to Engliſhmen; On the preſent oc- 
caſion he would only ſay, that if any thing could be wanting 
to make their happineſs more complete, it would be amply made 


up by the amiable virtues, the talents, and the diſtinguiſhed 
public and private character of the illuſtiious Prince, whoſe | 
Luture happineſs was ſo much connected with this promiſing. 


alliance. ä „„ 5 
Having in the moſt handſome terms expreſſed his ſatisfac— 


tion on the approaching marriage, the Earl took notice of the 


arguments of the two Noble Lords who had moved and ſe- 


conded the Addreſs, with neither of whom he faid he could 
agree; for he thought, before any body could aſſent to the lan- 


| guage. 


— 
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| guage. of the Speech and the Addreſs, he muſt be ſatisfied 


on three diſtinct points, and theſe contained propoſitions which 
nothing that had yet been ſaid had the leaſt tendency to prove; 
firſt, the wiſdom of originally entering into the war; the ne- 
ceſſity of perſevering in and carrying it on, amidft all the diffi- 
culties we laboured under; and laſtly, the prudence and policy 
of truſting the conduct of it to thoſe who had, by the uniform 


diſaſters and dangers that followed their counſels, brought us 


into our preſent melancholy ſituation :— Theſe points had been 
ſo frequently diſcuſſed in that Houfe before, that it was not his 
intention to preſs them that day, more particularlyas there would 
be other opportunities; but he had no heſitation in ſaying, that 
His opinions remained the ſame upon each as they had been 


when thoſe queſtions were diſcuſſed laſt u”_ He denied, and 


he believed all Europe agreed with him, che wiſdom of entering 
into the war, the neceſſity of perſevering in it, and the pru- 


dence with which it had been conducted. The Noble Earl 


| who moved the Addreſs, had taken pains to depreciate the 
preſent ſtate of France; he would put it to the Houſe to ſay, 
Whether ave were now in as good a ſituation as when we be= 


gan the war?—Certainly we were not the ſame people that 


we were three years ago. He had heard, in another place, 
it was true, the bleſſings which the country at that time en- 
joyed, and had a proſpe& of enjoying, under the proſperous 


influence of peace ſor fifteen years to come, ſtated in a ſpeech, _ 


which, for eloquence and glowing language, had ſeldom been 
_ equalled by any ſtatelman or orator at any time. He wiſhed 
them only to reflect on that period, and the proſpect it held 
out, and then compare it with the preſent ſtate of this da- 
aſtrous country: — Then, every thing appeared favourable 
now, all was diſtreſs and diſcomſiture; then, the bleſſings of 
peace were conſpicuous in all parts of the country; now, the 


melancholy effects of the war were equally notorious. The 
contraſt was moſt ſtriking, The prediction of peace, and the 


eulogy on its bleſſings, was followed immediately with all the 
horrors of war. Our manufaAures at that time flouriſhed, our 
commerce was inereaſed, our expenditure reduced, and peace 
and proſperity went hand in hand together; but where had 
this proſpect vaniſhed now? Would any man ſay that there 


was the leaſt chance of its being realized under the preſent 


management of his Majeſty's miniſters? 


The Noble Earl who moved the Addreſs, ſeemed to lay 
much ſtreſs upon hat he ſtated to be the ſituation of France. 


With regard to reſources, he-thought it equally became that 


Houſe and the Parliament, to conſider the relative ſituation of 


this country now to what it was before, and to form their de- 


„ 
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ciſion more from facts than prejudices. But allowing, for the 
moment, the neceſſity of continuing the war, he would aſk, 
Were the people of the country of the ſame mind that they 
were at the outſet of it, when they felt themfelves in the 
higheſt expectation of ſucceſs and proſperity, and even, he be- 
lieved, to a degree poſſeſſing a fort of mad inclination for war, 
by whateyer means it was created? He contended, that not- 
. withſtanding the proſperous ſtate of the country at that time, 
and the eaſe with which it might have been continued, the 
ambitious and intereſted views of miniſters had overcome 
every idea of moderation and patriotiſm, and led them, merely 
co preſerve their places, to profeſs a proud contempt of peace; 
to barter the deareſt intereſts of the country for their own ſelfiſh 
motives. The people were not the fame; indeed the only 
thing that remained the ſame, was the conduct of miniſters, 
and that ſhameful ſyſtem of ignorance, imprudence, and ob- 
ſtinacy, which had been attached from the firſt to the principle 
and conduct of the preſent ruinous and miſerable war. 
The Noble Earl had ſaid that this period of diſappointments 
and reverſes was not the time to ſue for peace; what a pity 
it was that he did not give his advice to his friends in office, 
when our ſituation had worn a very different aſpect! — And 
what conſolation, he would aſk, did the language of the 
Speech and Addreſs hold out to the country, as well as the 
| ſpeeches of the two Noble Lords? Shortly this: That after all 
we have loft in men and money—all we have ſuffered from the 
ravages attendant upon warfare, the proſpect of peace, while 
the ſyſtem of miniſters was perſevered in, was ſtill at a diſtance 
as great as ever. : | 55 
| is Lordſhip proceeded to take notice of the treaties, or 
gratuitous engagements as they might be called, which this 
country had entered into with other powers, and which he 
inſiſted, from their nature and effect, had proved not to be 
made ſo much for the ſake of ſecuring allies to aſſiſt us, as to 
pay others to allow us to become their friends in the conteſt 
againſt France. From the pernicious tendency and effects of 
_ thoſe treaties, he truſted that Parliament never would conſider 
them as a binding obligation to prevent the attainment of peace, 
if it couls be had. They had been frumed to ſerve the inter- 
eſted and ambitious purpoſes of miniſters, and were, no doubt, 
advantageous to them, however detrimental to the State; for 
by thoſe we were bound not to make peace without the conſent 
of all parties; and this tended to prolong the exiſtence of a 
war, upon which it was clear that the exiſtence of the mi- 
niſters themſelves, in their preſent ſituations, entirely de 
pended. It might be for the intereft of Auſtria, that ſuch 
15 N e : pee treatics 
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treaties were entered into; but had we no other intereſt to 
look to? How was Holland to be ſaved but by negotiating a 

eace? And would it not become us to join and conſult upon 
the beſt poſſible terms of concluding that peace for her which 
Was fo intimately connected with our own ſafety? The Noble 
FTarl ſeemed to think that in this caſe there was a danger that 
we might be obliged to make too great ſacrifices before we 
could accomplith that object. In his mind, no ſacrifices that 
we had to make would be too great, particularly when it was 
notorious that, but for our interference, Holland might have 
remained neutral, and in the ſame ſtate of happineſs and pro- 
ſperity as Denmark, Sweden, Sicily, and the other coun- 
tries who had ated with more wiſdom than we had manifeſted. 
On the ſubject of Corſica, he felt nothing to congratulate the 
country upon; on the contrary, he thought the annexing of 
that iſland to the Crown of Great Britain, the moſt fatal event 
of the war. It would, he verily believed, be an endleſs ſource 
of expence, jealcuſy, diſquiet, and danger. 8 Sg 
He agreed that there might be ſpme objections ſtated to an 
immediate peace; but while the war was to be carried on, they 
ought to carry it on like ſtateſmen, to prevent the overgrow- 
ing power and ambition of a great and dangerous rival; and 
not, like fooliſh children, or ideots, quarrelling about trifles, 
with which we had no right or intereſt to interfere at all. 
Much of what he could ſay upon the conduct of the war he 
would wave at this time; but he muſt infiſt on the impracti- 
_ cability of carrying it on, if conquering France, or dictating 

2 government to her, was the object; and he was ſure that no 
reaſonable man, out of the Cabinet, would differ from him 

in that opinion. Before ſuch an abſurd and viſionary ſpecu- 

'F lation could be realized, one of two things muſt happen, both 
= of which were equally improbable—that we could march tri- 
umphantly to Paris, or that the people of France ſhould be ſo 
diſguſted with the revolutionary government, that they would 
deſtroy the Convention. With regard to the ſtate of France, 
we had nothing to govern us but the vague aſſertions of mi- 
niſters, who had proved throughout the whole of the war that 
they were completely miſinformed, and miſerably ignorant of 
all that happened in that country, ne 5 1 
The Earl dwelt with great emphaſis on the various errors ö 
and blunders which the miniſters had fallen into 22 the ö 
War, at different periods, either from ignorance or miſinform- 
ation. He replied to what the Noble Earl (Lord Camden) had 
ſaid reſpecting the repeal of the two decrees, the law of the 
maximum, and the law for the enforcement of the currency of 
allignars, and alſo on the exhauſted reſources of Franee; and 
e 1 „„ bobbſerved 
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6bſerved that it was but a poor conſolation to Engliſhmen, to 
fell them that, though their reſources were nearly exhauſted, 
the enemy was in a worſe ſituation 3 and even this was only a 
bare aſſertion 3 nor was there any thing to ſupport the fact, but 
the exploded authority of miniſters, who loft no opportunity 
of expoſing their own ignorance and imbecility, in all mat- 
ters of ſtate: When it was ſaid that the victories which France 
had obtained coſt her ſo much, might he not aſk how much 
leſs had our diſaſters coſt this country? He contended, that 
all the difficulties of making peace were greatly increaſed by 
the continuance in office of thoſe miniſters who had involved 
us in ſuch embarraſſments. 9 8 „„ 0a. Tl cn)0s 
- He traced the different events; which marked: the bad ſuc- 
_ ceſs of our military operations, from the dividing the army, 
_ after the capture of Valenciennes, to the end of this cam- 
paign. He dwelt particularly on the evacuation of Toulon, 
the failure after the affair of Landrecies, the unfortunate re- 
ſult of the expedition to the Weſt Indies, particularly at Gua- 
daloupe, notwithſtanding the active and able conduct of the 
commanders. He ſtated the uſeleſs detention of the troops 
at Southampton; and after delivering the handſomeſt panegyric 
on the conduct and military character of the Duke of York, 
who, he ſaid, had fairly done juſtice to the ſuperiority of the 
French, attributed all the failures to the ignorance, the ob- 
ſtinacy, and the weakneſs of miniſters: With regard to our 
operations at ſea, except the brilliant victory gained on the 
_ 1ſt of June by Earl Howe, which included the meritorious 
bravery of Britiſh officers and ſeamen, there was nothing but 
_ diſaſter and loſs, from want of vigorous exertions at the Ad- 
miralty Board, and adequate protection to our commerce. 
At this moment, if report ſpoke the truth, there was a French 
ſquadron in the chops of the Channel, which prevented the 
| ſailing of goo fail of moſt valuable merchantmen, who were 
by mere accident faved from becoming their prey. In nego- 
tiation they had failed equally : The diplomatic ſubtlety ob- 
ſerved by miniſters reſpeCting the Pruſhan treaty, could only 
be equalled by Pruſſian perfidy ; and his Lordſhip in the moſt 
animated and pathetic manner reprobated the application of 
_ Britiſh money to the worſt and molt accurſed of all purpoſes, to 
enable Pruſſia to aſſiſt in the deſtruction of the liberties of Poland. 
Having fully diſcuſſed the conduct of miniſters with regard to 
foreign affairs, the Earl ſaid he could not fit down without ad- 
verting to their conduct at home, where, by exaggerated 
alarms, they had made that and the other Houſe of Parliament 
the mKruments of circulating plauſible fables of dangerous 
infurrections, imaginary plots, and vifionary treafons, by 
_ which 
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which the country was placed in a ſituation under which no in- 
dividual was ſafe in his perſon or property, though it had turned 
out by the verdict of Britiſh juries, that there was neither proof 
nor probability that any ſuch had exiſted. The Earl concluded a 
_ moſt maſterly;ſpeech by pathetically imploring the Houſe to give 
due conſideration to the importance of their deciſion that night, 
and aſſured them that by taking the firſt opportunity to reſtore 
peace and tranquillity to the world, they would be amply_ 
repaid by the prayers of the orphans, the wives, the widows, 
and mothers of our brave ſeamen and ſoldiers, and by con- 
-templatipg the many and important bleſſings which its effects 
would produce on all ranks and deſcriptions of ſociety. His 
Lordſhip then moved, that after the third clauſe in the Addreſs, 
the following amendment be adopted; declaring it was the 


Lame as had been ſubmitted to their Lordſhips laſt year— 


To ſtate to his Majeſty the determination of this Houſe, to ſup- 
port his Majeſty in the meaſures neceſſary to maintain the honour 
and independence of the Crown, and to provide for the defence and 
fafety of the nation; but at the ſame time to adviſe his Majeſty to 
take the earlieſt means of concluding a peace with the French na- 
tion, on ſuch terms as it may be reaſonable and ꝓrudent to inſiſt on. 
That whenever ſuch terms can be obtained, we truſt that no obſtacle 
to the acceptance of them will ariſe from any conſideration reſpect- 
ing the forms and nature of the government which may prevail in 
"France. 5 FT TE 
Tord Douglas (Earl of Morton) ſaid, he truſted no Peer who 
felt like an Engliſhman would take thep advice given by the 
Noble Earl. Was the moment of misfortune and ill ſucceſs 
the moment for us to crouch to an infolent foe, throw our- 
ſelves at the feet of France, and ſue for peace? Sooner than 
his countrymen would ſubmit to ſuch degradation and diſgrace, 
he had the fulleſt confidence that every Britiſh ſubject would 
concur in ſpending laſt his ſhilling, and ſhedding the laſt drop 
of his blood. Was the conduct recommended to be liſtened 
to for a moment by men, whole minds were enlightened, and 
whoſe breaſts glowed with ardour in the cauſe of their country 

and its conſtitution? Was it by ſuch an humiliating inſtance of 
puſillanimity that our anceſtors raiſed the Britiſh character to 
| ſuch a pinnacle of exalted glory, and was it by fo diſgraceful a 
conduct that we meant to give the death-blow to Engliſh ho- 

nour and Engliſh character? He truſted with confidence, that 
the people in general would ſpurn at the grovelling idea, and 
would join heart and hand in proſecuting the war till they had 
a proſpect of obtaining a. ſafe, honourable, and permanent 
„Vorl. 1 D | e 
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peace. Their Lordſhips, he was perſuaded, did not need his 
warning voice to remind them of the total deſtitution of prin- 
ciple and morality in the enemy, they had to cope with: That 
even if their government was more ſtable, there could be little 
reliance on their fidelity: That the Noble Ear! who moved 
the Addreſs, had very fatisfaQorily proved that the reſources of 

France were in a miſerable ſtate of exhauſtment; while thole of 
this country remained proſperous, unimpaired in any material de- 
gree, and adequate to great energy and exertion, - He reminded 
their Lordſhips that all our efforts had not been ſucceſslets; 
that our reſources were ſtill great and reipectable z that the 
cauſe of the war yet continued to be what it ever had been, both 
juſt, neceſſary, and in ſome degree indiſpenſable ; that the 
country were {till willing to proſecute the enterpriſe in which 
they had originally engaged with ſo much promptitude and 
alacrity; and that, above all, we had ſuch important objects in 
view, as, in the mind of every honeſt and thinking perſon in 

the community, were competent to ſanction all their efforts 
in bringing this important conflict to a deſirable concluſion. 
Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnoul) declared he had yet heard no- 


| thing againſt the Addrets, or the further proſecution of the | 


war, but aſſertions perfectly unfounded. He had ſupported 
the war from its commencement, becauſe he thought it juſt 
and neceſſary, The very ſame reaſons which influenced him 
to vote for a ſimilar meaſure laſt year, recurred to his mind with 
redoubled force on this. Religion, the laws, and the efficiency 
and exiſtence of well- regulated government, and all the ſolid 
and ſundamental principles and conſiderations connected with 
them, were no more to be abandoned now, than they were 
then. The ſupport of theſe, he truſted, was full as much and 
earneſtly at heart by the great body of people in this country 


as ever, and no one had yer ventured to propoſe with whom 


there was the leaſt poſſibility of treating on grounds either ho- 
nourable or ſecure. He therefore begged to ſee the practica- 
bility of what the Amendment ſtated fairly made out. and till 
it-was, he ſhould be for continuing the war, as the only likely 
means of bringing the enemy to reaſonable terms, His Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, he was perſuaded the ſinews of war in France 
muſt be by this time ncarly exhauſted; it was inconceivable 
that thoſe could long exiit, or that any reſources could be 
equal to ſuch an expenditure as mult be the conſequence of 
the extraordinary ſituation of that unhappy country. He was 
aware of the uſual miteries attendant on war, and regretted 


them ſincerely, as all their Lord{hips undoubtedly did; but 


theſe were unavoidable evils, and it became thoſe neceſſarily 
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with due fortitude and reſolution. On this principle, he would 
not think ſo meanly of his countrymen, as to ſuppoſe they would 
not cheerfully accord with any additional burden ſo honourable 


; a conflict as they were again called to ſupport, would unavoidably 


The ſpirit, of the country would be rouſed, and the 
Eaſt India Company, one of the firſt great corporate bodies, had 
already ſet the example. He congratulated their Lordſhips on 
the nuptials that were ſoon to take place between his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Wales and the illuſtrious Princets Ca- 
roline of Brunſwick, and was ſatisfied that their Lordſhips enter- 
tained the ſame ſentiments which he felt on this acceſſion to the 
happineſs of the family on the throne, under whoſe mild and pa- 
ternal government theſe nations enjoyed ſo many ineſtimable 
bleſſings. He was, his Lordſhip ſaid, extremely anxious for una- 


nimity in carrying on meaſures, in his apprehenſion, ſo very eſ- 
ſential to the welfare and credit of the nation, and which the 
peculiar circumſtances in which we were involved, rendered al- 


together unavoidable. He would on theſe grounds vote for the 
Addreſs, and hoped it would meet with the general approbation 


of the public both within and without doors, 


The Earl of Derby began with obſerving that he had been 
uniform in his conduct reſpecting the war; he had invariably 


reprobated it as unjuſt, unneceſſary, and impolitic in the ex- 


treme. That had been his opinion, and that continued to be 


his opinion ſtill, but if it was poſſible, it was more confirmed than 
ever by the diſaſtrous events of the laſt campaign. Were he 


diſpoſed to conſider the queſtion before their Lordſhips as per- 
fectly new, and as perfectly unattainable in all its points, the 


manner in which it had been brought forward was, he thought, 
directly calculated to impreſs that view of it on his mind. 
| What was the oſtenſible cauſe of the war at its origin, and laſt 
year? The ſafety of the Dutch, and to prevent the navigation 


of the Scheldt. Of neither did the Speech of this year take 


the leaſt notice, for both were out of the queſtion. Everx 


thing originally in view ſeemed now to be perfectly relinquiſhed; 
but the ſingle profecution of a war, which his Lordſhip never 


had acquieſced in, and which was the more to be deplored the 


longer it continued. He imputed the whole of our diſaſters 
to the miſconduct of miniſters. Bad as it was, the mode in 


which it had been carried on, was, in his opinion, ſtill worſe. 


He declared, he purpoſely waved a great many topics, and at- 
tached himſelf to the impracticability of proceeding in this 
fatal and abſurd enterpriſe, without the ſmalleſt proſpect of ſuc- 
ceſs. He ridiculed the idea that the French would be com- 
pelled to treat, from the ſtate of their finances, and defired to 
know of their Lordſhips upon what facts they entertained this 


opinion. He denied that the public were in poſſeſſion of a 
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ſingle document that would warrant ſuch a concluſion. He 
requeſted that the flate of the oppoſite armies might be in- 
ſpected and compared. He had, he faid, converſed with many 
officers diſtinguiſhed for their honour and reſpectability in 
their profeſſion, and all of them agreed in aſſerting the ſu- 
perior diſcipline of the enemy, and the ſkilful! manner in which 
they had been found prepared and equipped for action. He 
referred to inſtances in which it was impoſſible for our troops 
to be led on to action, all owing to the want of thoſe atten- 
tions which were ſo invariably kept up or preſerved among the 
French. And he aſked whether it was from their repeated in- 
ſtances of uncommon energy and exertion, their complete 
clothing and plenty of proviſions, that miniſters concluded, that 
their reſources were not full as abundant as ever? Beſides, his 
Lordſhip defired to know on what information this allegation 
had been thrown out. If it was only on that intelligence 
which miniſters poſſeſſed, it could not, as he conceived, be in 
any degree true, or deſerve the leaſt credit. For in every part of 
their conduct through the whole of this moſt unaccountable buſi- 
neſs, their ignorance was palpable and uniform. They ha- 
bitually groped in the dark, and never proceeded like rational 
agents, aware of what they were about, or in what their mea- 
ſures were molt likely to end. He would aſſert, that no ho- 
neſt and enlightened mind, not intereſted directiy or indireQly, 
would wiſh that the iſſue of the preſent queftion depended on 
the impotence of the enemy, either in men or money. The 
fact, in his Lordſhip's opinion, was, that we could not go on 2 
more forlorn hope, or look to a more defperate termination of 
the preſent troubles. He reminded their Lordſhips that our 
own reſources could not always laft, and that the way in which 
ſo much blood and treaſure had been expended, would hardly 
bear reflection. After all the money and lires waſted in this 
war, what had been gained, what acquiſitions had we made, 
what victories had we won ?®$e8Þ 4 6 5 
His Lordſhip took occaſion to advert to the capture of Cor- 
ſica. He deplored the expence and inconvenience it would 
bring upon the country, and denied that it would anſwer any 
of the purpoſes held out. Though its local fituation might 
render it capable of ſome of the advantages mentioned, he 
begged their Lordſhips to bear in mind the peculiar circum- 
ſtances under which we acquired it. Who would ſay what 
the force detained for that purpoſe might not have done in 
another. quarter, or how profitably they might have been oc- 
cupied in the Weſt Indies? He believed few of their Lord- 
{hips would, at this moment, vouch for the ſafety of our iſlands 
in thoſe parts, as it was pretty generally underſtood an arma- 
ment of the enemy was probably there before this time, of a 
| » force 
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force much ſuperior to ours. Indeed he knew not what to 
think of the preſent meaſures, as the reports of the moment 
gave him and their Lordſhips to underſtand, that the chops of 
the Channel were now actually blocked up by a fleet of the 
enemy. Their depredations had almoſt annihilated our trade, 
of, however, occaſionally ſuſpended our commerce in a degree 
altogether, unexampled in any former war. "Theſe, in his 
Lordthip's conception, were not very auſpicious circumſtances 
for a new campaign. How were all theſe diſadvantages to be 
compenſated ? Certainly by none of our acquiſitions. He was 
perſuaded, that Corſica would not indemnify the additional ex- 
pence it would inevitably create to the country. Nor did he 
apprehend this could be any object to the miniſters in planning 
or accepting of its ſeizure. There were many individuals to 
provide for, and the ſalaries of the officers in the new 
kingdom, he ſuſpected muſt be provided by the old; fo that, 
in fact, the greateſt uſe to which this boaſted territory could be 
applied, was to afford miniſters an apology for increaſing their 
long liſt of dependants, and extending that patronage which 
was already ſo enormous and ſo notoriouſly abuſed. | 
He deſired to know how the country could be ſuppoſed com- 
petent to the immenſe and. habitual expence of raiſing men, as 
he underſtood was the caſe in different counties, at twenty-hve 
guineas a man: . Formerly many landſmen were admitted | 
aboard his Majeſty's ſhips, which greatly facilitated the man- 
ning of the navy, Captains of men of war thinking them- 
ſelves well off, if they had two thirds of their complement 
ſeamen and one third landmen. By the wonderful exertions 
in recruiting now every-where made for the land-ſervice, he 
doubted it would ſoon be found that ſeamen and landmen 
would be equally ſcarce. This obſervation, however, he ha- 
zarded only by the bye, leaving profeſſional men to make what 
ule of it they pleaſed. All theſe conſiderations diſpoſed him 
to accede to the Amendment, and by no means give any fur- 
ther implicit confidence to men whoſe meafures he could 
not but condemn. He apologized for taking up fo much of 
their Lordſhips' time, but could not help, before he ſat down, 0 
ſuggeſting his doubts to their Lordſhips, that there muſt be a # 
change of miniſtry before any hopes of a ſerious negotiation | 
could take place. Much had been ſaid about whom we were to | [4 
treat with. With whom could their Lordfſhips imagine our ene- : 
mies would treat? Here, he preſumed, was the molt inſuperable 
objection to a peace. France undoubtedly would not treat with 
the preſent miniſters. But he truſted that objection would 
alſo be overcome, and that the country would ſoon be deſirous 
of placing their conſidence in ſuch individuals as were e 
V | ORE? lihed 
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liſſed by their principles and capacities to ſubſtantiate the 
wiſhes of their. fellow-ſubjects.—He denied the influence 
of party, motives, Weclaring what he ſaid, before God 
and their Lordſhips, to be the real ſentiments of his heart. 
He had not another with than for the welfare of his country. 
This might ſometimes inſpire him with warmth, yet he hoped 
never to addreſs their Lordihips but in the language of a gen- 
tleman, and with the reſpect which he knew to be their due. He 
very cordially acceded to all that had been ſaid by the Noble 
Lords who had ſpoken before him concerning the negotiation | 
of a domeſtic nature, ſo confonant, he well knew, to all their 
Lordſhips' leelings, as well as his own. He declared he 
ſhould always feel happy in whatever augmented the happi- 
neſs of the Royal Perſonages alluded to, and he ſhould never 
fail in being forward to realize that ſentiment whenever oc- 
caſion offered. He concluded by giving his full affent to 
the amendment, and ſignified his molt ardent defire that the 
war might not be purſued any longer, and that miniſters 
would pauſe, and attempt to regain the confidence they had 
ſo juitly forfeited, by retracting their former principles, and 
treading back the paths they had fo blindly purſued. 5 
Earl Spencer ſaid, it had not been his intention to have 
mingled in the debate of the day; but ſomething that had 
fallen from the Noble Earl made it neceſſary that he ſhould 
fay a word or two. He was not much in the habit of ſpeak- 
ing in public, and whenever he roſe to addrefs their Lord- 
ſhips, it was under a conſiderable degree of difficulty and 
diffidence. This however he would aſſure the Houſe, that 
whenever he did fpeak, he would ſpeak the ſincere ſentiments _ 
of his mind. Like the Noble Earl who ſpoke lately (Lord 
Derby), he had preſerved an uniform and invariable conduct 
from the commencement of the war. He felt, from the firſt, 
that the war was juſt and neceſſary, he ſaid ſo at the time, 
while he delivered the ſentiments only of a private individual; 
and ſince he had been called upon to take a part in the councils 
of ſtate, and to bear his ſhare of the burden of public buſi- 
neſs, he continued to conſider the war in the ſame point of 
view. His Lordſhip ſaid, he admitted much of the premiſes 
of the Noble Earl, but he mult beg leave to draw very different 
concluſions. He admitted that the enemy had made moſt ex- 
traordinary efforts, and had carried on the war hitherto with 
a degree of unexampled vigour and exertion. Their reſources 
had hitherto enabled them to do wonders ; but he thought, as 
it was utterly impoſſible that they ſhould be enabled to go on 
in the ſame manner, it was more than ever neceſſary for us 
to perievere in the war, and proſecute it with unremitting + 
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aſſiduity. Even were an oppoſite line of conduct adviſable, 


he did not believe it was practicable, but that the molt likely 
means to render it fo, would be a vigorous purſuance of hoſ- 
tilities. Some alluſions had been made by a Noble Earl who 


ſpoke early, to the department over which he had the honour 


to be placed. Having ſo very recently come into that ſitua- 


tion, he felt that what he ſaid officially, muſt be delivered 


under. delicate and rather awkward circumſtances; but in that, 


as in every other ſituation, he would always be ready to give ſuch 


explanations reſpe ding our marine, as were conſiſtent with the 


real {tate of the fact, and as could with prudence and ſafety 


be communicated. He had the pleaſure therefore to be able 
to ſay, that next year he had every reaſon to hope that we 
ſhould have the moſt formidable marine this country had ever 
ſent to fea. He admitted, as the Noble Earl who ſpoke lately 
had obſerved, that the very active efforts made for recruit- 


ing the army, did ſomewhat cramp and embarraſs the man- 


ning of the navy, and that extraordinary exertions ! were 
neceſſary to effect that important object. But if the country 
V ould conſent to make thoſe exertions, he had not the ſmalleſt 
doubt but that the object could be attained, as the country, 
he was perſuaded, had the means, and ſufficient reſources to 
anſwer every exigency of the war. He declared he was fa- 
tisfied that the rumours of the ſuperiority of the French in 


the Weſt Indies were unfounded, as he had every reaſon to 


| believe that we had at this time a force-in that quarter ſuperior 
to that of the enemy. With regard to the French fleet ap- 
_ pearing fo formidably in the Channel, he could not ſpeak with 
certaiaty on that point; Government had received ſome in- 
formation reſpecting it, and had thought it neceflary to 
take meaſures to prevent the danger, of which, perhaps, a 


premature alarm had been taken. As the Noble Earl who 


ſpoke early in the debate (Earl of Guildford), had ſtated the ac- 


quiſition of Corſica to be a diſaſter, rather than an advantage to 


this country, and at the ſame time had alluded to the navy 


of England; it was aſtoniſhing to his mind, that, having the 
latter topic in his contemplation, he could poiſibly overlook 


the obvious benefits that mult reſult to Great Britain, conſidered 


as a maritime power, from the capture of Corſica, and the 


great importance of its being in our poſſeſſion. The Noble 
Earl had deſcribed it as almoſt inacceſſible, with reſpect to its 
harbours. Was it nothing then to have poſſeſſion of a port 


in the Mediterranean capaule of receiving a large fleet, which 
was by natural circumſtances and fituation perfectly ſaſe and 


ſecure? His Lordſhip ſlightly adverted to one or two other 


Points, and then concluded with an apology to the Houſe for 
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Having troubled them at all, He had endeavoured to ſay but 
Jittle ; ſtill, perhaps, he had ſaid too much, conſidering his 
oſſicial fituation. He was not much in the habit of addreſſing 
their Lordfhips, and poſſibly he might have let ſome word or 
phraſe fall from him that was improper, of which he ſhould, no 
doubt, hear notice taken in the courſe of the debate. All he could 
gay in his own defence was, that in times like theſe he thought 
it became every man to ſpeak his ſentiments fairly and openly, 
The Noble Earl had ſet him the example, and he had endea- 
voured to follow it, by impartially delivering his opinion: It 
in giving it he had accidentally been guilty of any inad- 
vertency or impropriety, he trulted to their Lordſhips' in- 
Aulgen ce. : . | 8 

The Marquis Torunſbend begged leave to ſay a few words 
relative to the manning of the navy. He ſpoke highly of the 
marines as a molt uſeful corps, and ſaid, as they might eaſily 
be converted into able ſeamen ſrom their nautical habits, he 
thought, whenever occaſion preſſed, that it would be politic 
ſo to uſe them, and to endeavour by bounties and other en- 
courage ments to recruit the marines, by which means the 
military and the marine ſervice, connectedly conſidered, might 
be eſſentially benefited and increaſed at the ſame time. With 
reſpect to the internal defence of the country, his Lordſhip _ 
faid, he was perſuaded he might rely on the ſpirit and zeal 
of the kingdom. At leaſt he could ſpeak with confidence of 
the province over which he had the honour to preſide as Lord 
Lieutenant. In Norfolk, he was confident, the gentlemen 
and yeomanry would readily turn out in the hour of danger, 
and defend their country, without bounty or premium of any 
kind whatſoever. With regard to the war, it Was not poſſible, 
in his opinion, to put an end to it at preſent, without incur- 
ring national diſgrace and national diſhonour. Peace muſt 
be defirable to every man, and when it could be made with 
fafety, he ſhould be as eager as any one of their Lordſhips to 
preſs for its ſpeedy concluſion ; but under the exiſting circum- 
ſtances, it was not, in his. humble opinion, either wiſe or 
dignified to urge miniſters to attempt a negotiation, which 
could neither be carried on with advantage, nor concluded 
with ſuch conditions as it became Great Britain to accede to. 
Ile thould therefore vote for the Addreſs, A Sree 
Lord Boringdon ſaid, that having. intruded on their Lord- 
fhips juſt before the cloſe of the laſt Seſſion, he was ſorry to 

1 on their firſt meeting; but the eucourage- 

ment of their Lordſhips, when he had laſt addreſſed them, em- 
boldened him to take the liberty a ſecond time. The preſent, 
kis Lordthip faid, was a period which called for the utmoſt 
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| exertion of the deliberative wiſdom of Parliament, and that 


from the peculiar circumſtances in which the country was 
ſituated, he truſted that moderation and unanimiry would 
mark the conduct of their Lordſhips collectively, and that 
individually they would come forward with their ſentiments 
without prejudice or diſguiſe; he ſaid this was due from 
them to the country, from the very great confidence, defer- 
ence, and wiſdom, with which all deſcriptions of perſons 
had awaited, and did ſtill await, the deliberations and deciſions 
of Parliament. His Lordſhip praiſed in the higheſt terms the 
determination to ſupport the laws, the liberties, and the reli- 


gion of the country, which had manifeſted” itſelf amongſt 


every claſs of inhabitants; he ſaid the annals of our hiſtory 
did not preſent to us a period in which the ſpirit and dignity 
of the Engliſh charatter was more manifeſt than at preſent, 
or which aiforded more room for juſt congratulation amongſt 
Engliſhmen. He faid, he, for one, ſhould in no ways be in 
clined to rejoice in it if he conſidered it as likely to cauſe the 
renewal of any of thoſe proceedings which had not hitherto 
been attended with ſucceſs. He ſaid, he did not conceive it 
calculated to juſtify the renewal of the attempt of marching 
to Paris, or as inſtigating us to pay ſurther ſubſidies to the 
kings of Pruſſia, or Sardinia, or other ptinces, to make 'occ = 
ſional incurſions into the French provinces, which were con- 
tiguous to the then ſituation of their reſpective forces. Such 
meaſures were probably juſt and neceſſary at the time, but he 
did not think the war at preſent in a {tate to demand the re- 
petition of them. He chiefly rejoiced in the preſent temper 
of the nation, inaſmuch as it proved to France, to Europe, 
and to poſterity, that England was determined never to ſub- 


mit to any plan of immoderate or dangerous aggrandizement 


on the part of France; and as he conceived it calculated in- 
fallibly to demonſtrate to Europe and to the world, that if we 


were inſulted, we would puniſh the inſult; or if attacked, 
that we would repel the attackers. He ſaid, this general and 


proper ſpirit on the part of the people, at the ſame time that 


it called upon Parliament to carry on the war with unabated 
vigour, and even additional energy, in caſe of neceſſity, in 
no ways bound them to a eontumacious determination to re- 
ject every offer of peace, or to deſpiſe thoſe means which 
were the moſt likely to procure it with ſafety. It was from a 

_ thorough conviction that the ſpirit and aſſurances contained iu 
the Addreſs, were moſt calculated, not to obtain a ſhort mo- 
ment of diſgraceful inactivity, which the French might vainly 
think they impoſed upon us, but to obtain a ſubſtantial and 


honourable peace, that he called upon their Lordſhips to ſup- 
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port theſe aſſurances to his Majeſty. He ſaid it was ſuch a 
peace as he had laſt deſcribed that it ſhould be the great ob- 
ject to obtain; he ſaid it was certainly his great object, and 
to which every thing he did, and every vote he gaye, would to 
the beſt. of his judgment be ſolely directed. His Lordſhip 
aid, that, having expreſſed his extreme deſire for peace, 


he could not but feel highly happy in the deſtruction 


of the barbarous and inhuman ſyſtem of terror which 
had ſo long tyranniſed over France, and which, at the 
ſame time that it muſt ever tarniſh the name of that people, 
mull be a general diſgrace and reproach to the manners of the 


18th century. He ſaid the deſtruction of this ſyſtem, and 
| thoſe principles of reaſon which appeared to be returning in 


that country, did lead him to entertain very lively hopes that 
ere long the French Government would acquire ſufficient 
ſtrength to hold out a reaſonable ſecurity for any negotia- 
tion that might be concluded with it. Ina time of ſuch con- 
led difficulty and doubt, and where the wiſeſt men were 


puzzled and confounded, his Lordſhip ſaid that it muſt na- 


turally be with great humility that he came forward to their 


Lordſhips with any poſitive opinion on the ſubject. He ex- 


preſſed his confidence in the integrity and wiſdom of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, and doubted not they would earneſtly en- 
deavour to meet the public wiſhes, and make to ceaſe any fur- 
ther effuſion of human blood, the very firſt moment in which 
their information ſhould lead them to imagine that it could be 
done with honour or ſafety. He concluded by preſſing the 
Houſe to come to an unanimous vote upon the Addreſs; and 
ſaid that he thought unanimity and moderation moſt power- 
fully calculated to raiſe the honour and reputation of this coun- 
try, and to lower any ſuppoſed expectations of aggrandizement 
on the part of France. | e „„ 
The: Marquis of Lanſdown ſaid, that, dreadful as the ſitua- 
tion of the country was, it was ſome conſolation to him, to 
feel that he had not contributed to place it there, but, on the 


_ contrary, that he had done every thing in his power to prevent 


it, and warn miniſters of the extreme danger of the war: It 
was therefore no ſmall ſatisfaction to him to recolle& that, at 
the very commencement of it, in the early part of 1793, he 
had entered a Proteſt on their Lordſhips' Journals, in which 
he had predicted all the diſaſters that had happened; and, by 
the motion he had made laſt year, he had endeavoured to pre- 


vail on their Lordſhips to interpoſe their authority, and check 


the raſh and mad career which miniſters were running, His 
endeavours had been fruitleſs, the tide of popularity was againſt 
him, and, what he ſhould ever feel with ſincere pain and 
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. heartfelt regret, he ſeared the arguments he uſed, and the 
facts that he ſtated, had excited the diſpleaſure and diſtruſt of 


their Lordſhips themſelves. But he knew at the moment, that 


= ample juſtice would one day or other be done to him, and to 
thoſe Noble Lords who had voted with him ; and he was ſure 


that the time was not far diſtant. Indeed it was aſtoniſhing 
to his mind, that it ever ſhould have been imagined, that any 
thing but a ſenſe of public duty and public danger could 
have collected and united a ſet of Noble Lords, not in the 
habits of intimacy, not having the ſame views, nor at all 
likely to have come forward and join in oppoſing the meaſures 
of miniſters, under any other circumſtances, than the very ex- 


traordinary ones that had marked the conduct of Government 


for the laſt two or three years. Noble Lords, with ſome of 
the greateſt property in the kingdom, and. all of them with 
large fortunes !—how idle to ſuppoſe that men with ſo much 
at ſtake, would come forward and riſ the ruin of themſelves 


and their families, by oppoſing a war, which had been delu- 
ſively held out by miniſters as the only means to ſecure and 
- preſerve the liberties and property of the country ! 


He wiſhed to know where it was that they were now to look 


for ſafety, but in treating for peace? Let their Lordſhips 
examine facts, and ſee if they could diſcover in any thing that 
he held out, the ſmalleſt proſpect of hope but that. They had, 
been too long the dupes of declamation, of fine words, of flat- 
tery, and of pompous and poliſhed periods, of ſplendid founds 
Which meant nothing. It was not enough to be told that this 
was the firſt country in the world, that our means are without 
end, and our reſources inexhauſtible. They muſt ſubmit to a 
rigorous examination of the objects in view, and the means 
that they had to accompliſh them. The Marquis declared, he 
had himſelf endeavoured to ſearch the ſubject to the bottom, 
and to look at it in every poſſible aſpect; but the reſult of his 
inveſtigation was neither ſoothing nor ſatisfaCQtory. If we turned 
our eyes to the military tranſactions of the war, did they reflect 
any thing that could afford comfort, or diſpel for a ſingle 
moment the melancholy gloom that ſurrounded ? It had been 
ſaid, that we had raiſed the fineſt army that ever was ſeen in 
any war. If it were true, what a libel upon miniſters | 
What became of theſe armies? They were to be ſeen no- 
where z they were moſt of them gone to God, and were ro 
longer to be found among men. They had been ſquandered, 


ſent here and there without plan, without co-operation or 


principle, and were at this moment almoſt extinguiſhed. 
Look at every corner of the earth where our arms were to be 
which we were left. In the Weſt 
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Indies, the ſituation was wo. melancholy to reflect on it. Gua- 
daloupe was known to be loſt ; the two great olhcers, by 
whoſe unparalleled efforts we had been fo ſucceſsful, were in 

themſelves hoſts; but unſupported and abandoned as they had 

been, it was impoſſible for them to do every thing. It is ſaid, 

il ſoldiers were wanting, there were plenty of ſeamen; but 
ſeamen cannot be ſeamen and ſoldiers too. The mortality 
natural to the climate ought to have been forefeen ; and 
though it undoubtedly had been greater than in common 

ſeaſons, yet there was no apology for the utter neglect 
in which thoſe iflands and thoſe in men had been left. 
But we were told by the Noble Earl, that probably we were 

by this time ſuperior at ſea. He was glad to hear this ſtated to 
their Lordſhips. Surely this was not of itſelf ſuſſicient; 
for ſhips were not of themſelves ſufficient to the mainte- 
nance of the iſlands. But it was not here only that there had 
been neglect; even Corſica, the favourite child of miniſters, 
had been equally abandoned, and at this moment was in a moſt 
perilous ſituation. Though 100,000 men. had been raiſed and 
ſent about here and there, we had been effective no-where. And 
how were our armies recruited ?—By old men and boys | we 
had no other recruits. Our officers were children ; our. gre- 
nadiers invalids. We had an enormous army without force, and 
gwhich melted away and became crippled, owing to the miſer- 
able principle upon which it was raiſed. On every fide we 
ſaw boys in uniform, who had juſt quitted their Ovid's Metamor- 
phoſes, and were aſtoniſhed toſee themſelves metamorphoſed into 
captains and colonels. Compariſons, it was ſaid, were odious; 
but common ſenſe required that they ſhould compare the 
tipure that we had made in the laſt campaign with that which 
the French Republic had made. His Lordſhip ſaid, he held 
in his hand a ſummary of the laſt campaign of the French, as 
ſtated by themſelves : He would read it, becaufe it was very 
mort, and cauld not fail of producing its effect on the mind of 
their Lordſhips. It was as follows: 7 CY 
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AbſtraT of the Operations of the French Armies, in the Campaign 
IF; of 1794. „ 
"Twenty-three ſieges ſucceſsfully conducted. 

Sis, pitched battles deciſively won. PRES 
"Uo thouſand eight hundred and three pieces of cannon taken. 
Sixty thouſand of. the beſt troops of Europe compelled to ſurrender 

Prifoners of war, either by capitulation or in the field. 0 | 

One hundred and forty-four towns and cities captured, among 

them many ofthe ſtrongeſt fortreſſes in Europe. ee e 
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The authenticity of this ſtatement was undoubted and un- 
deniable z it could be vindicated by the moſt ſcrupulous exa- 
mination of facts, and the names of the places taken might 
be aſcertained by a reference to the maps, which exhibit the 
different theatres of the war. | ft 3 
And this was independent of their late victories in Spain! 
—in Spain, which at this moment lay almoſt completely at 
their mercy. It was well known that there were but four 
founderies of cannon in Spain, two of which were in_ the 
hands of the. French, and a third near Pampeluna had proba- 
bly alſo fallen; and at this moment there was but one fortified 
town remaining in the hands of the Spaniſh Monarch—Bar- 
celona. The whole of the reſt of the Spaniſh kingdom was 
deſenceleſs and expoſed. If the French had been ſo ſtrong. 
and terrible when they had to combat with all the world, 
would they be leſs ſo when they ſhall have made a treaty with 
Holland, by which they would, under the aſpect of neutrality, 
receive all manner of ſupplies through her active commercial 
ſpirit ? Would they be leſs formidable, when Spain ſhould 
be obliged to yield to them upon any conditions they. ſhould 
be pleaſed to dictate ? He was afraid to look at the conditions 
they might impoſe, it was better ſuited for meditation than 
for diſcuſſion in that Houſe | Would the French be more 
Formidable, when they ſhould have over-run Italy, a country 
enfeebled by the debaling conſequences of a falſe government, 
and rendered totally incapable of defending itſelf? Were 
they rendered leſs likely to make head againſt us by the won- 
_ ders they had performed on the banks of the Rhine, wonders 
which were enough to make one man two? Surely when 
Noble Lords ſeriouſly entered into the conſideration of the 
comparative ſituation of the two countries, it was monſtrous 
to hear it aſſerted that we might {till hope to ſubdue the French 
by military force. The news brought that day was an additional 
argument againſt any ſuch idea; he hoped to God it was not 
true ! The froſt was ſet in ſo as in all likelihood to make the 
Waal paſſable; and it was ſaid, that the bridge at Arnheim 
had been carried away by tlie floating ice: If the fact were 
ſo, it was deeply to be deplored; our unhappy cavalry, and 
the army there, would be expoſed to the utmoſt hazard. 
Under ſuch circumſtances, it was not very likely: that the 
negotiation with Holland would go off ; and this calamity, 
which his, Majeſty ſo ſeelingly deplored in his ſpeech, was to 
be added to all the other diſaſters and defeats of the campaign. 


Let their Lordſhips look a little farther, . and in the Diet of 


the Empire they might ſee that a great majority was for nego- 
tiating with France; Elector after Elector advocates for peace, 


| Auſtria 
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Auftria herſelf only 1 to gain time ! So that the 
Elector of Hanover was left in a feeble majority, diſtinguiſhed 
for nothing but his violence in the ſyſtem of war. Was it pro- 
bable, after the ſenſe of Germany had been ſo expreſſed, that 
they ſhould be likely to exert themſelves ; that they ſhould 
riſe in a maſs to reſiſt the torrent; or that they ſhould cor- 
dially co-operate againſt the enemy? Had we been more ſuc- 
_ ceſsful in negotiating with our Allies? Had we ſucceeded in 
- uniting Pruſſia and Auſtria ? Thoſe two Powers, it was well 
known, could not truſt each other: Pruſſia, he verily be- 
Heved, never had been in truth the enemy of France, and he 
could not be fo. Thoſe two Powers, from ſituation and cir- 
cumſtance, mutually and neceſſarily rivals, looked only to their 
private intereſts; and who could blame them? They each 
regarded their country with becoming feelings; they were 
not their own enemies, and, not having a Parliament to ſtand. 
between them and the people, their miniſters were more care- 
ful of the advice which they gave to their maſters, as the 
_ conſequences muſt fall on their own heads. With theſe ſenti- _ 
ments, it was not to be wondered that, however they had been 
brought to commence the unnatural league that Europe had 
witneſſed in the courſe of the preſent war, they had never been 
ſerious and cordial friends in the conteſt ; and indeed it would 
not be difficult to prove that Pruſſia, who could only look for 
ſupport from France againſt the power of his rival, had never 
ſeriouſly been the enemy of France, the diſmemberment of 
which would have been ſo fatal to himſelf. Another and a 
moſt important point of view in which this political queſtion 
was to be conſidered, was with regard to the reſources. It was 
certainly pleaſant to hear of 2.4 millions being raiſed in a morn- 
ing; but 24 millions added year after year, would of itſelf gene- 
rate difficulty, notwithſtanding the extravagant argument, that 
the larger the national debt, the greater the national wealth and 
powers of finance. He did not mean to cry down public credit; 
credit was in its nature todo wonders while it laſted. They all 
knew that a merchant of thirty thouſand pounds capital, 
could have more credit than a nobleman of an hereditary | 
fortune to the fame annual amount. He might circulate his 
paper for five or fix hundred thouſand pounds, and go on 
in that way for ſome time; but it was not unuſual for the 
bubble to burſt, and a great merchant incur a ſtatute of bank- 
ruptcy. He would not enter into the diſcuſſion of the wild 
theories about the nature of 'credit, by which they ſtrove to 
delude themſelves: They had originated in France under its 
old ſyſtem, and yet France had not been ſaved. The truth was, 
' we might go on in the ſame blind path without perceiving our 
| 5 1 . EF F ; danger, 
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danger, until we fell into the abyſs to which it led. And what 
were the objections to treating with the French for peace? The 
firſt was too contemptible for a ſerious anſwer, With whom 
could we treat in France? It was a queſtion unworthy even 
of a German Diet. We certainly could find perſons. to treat 
with, if we had a diſpoſition to ſeek them. A Noble Earl (Lord 
Mansfield) had 8 laſt ſeſſions, who would undertake the ne- 
gotiation? and had thrown ſome ridicule on the ſuppoſed 
language to be held in ſuch a treaty. He neither felt the force 
of the ridicule, nor ſaw the difficulty imagined by the Noble 

Earl. When perſons are in want to make up a quarrel, the 
difficulty was done away as ſoon as it was underſtood that there 


was a cordial and a ſincere defire for conciliation on both ſides. 


Then any body might treat with eaſe and effect, or the parties 
ſettle it themſelves. France, with all its changes of parties, 
and in the midſt of its moſt violent commotions, the Marquis 
ſaid, had not falſified its engagements ſince the Revolution 
with any one foreign ſtate. The next reaſon that had been 
urged againſt treating was, the neceſſity and importance of 
preſerving what had been rermed our invaluable conqueſts. 
As to thoſe invaluable conqueſts, one part of them, thoſe in 
the Weſt Indies, he was afraid, was likely not to ſtand in 
our way. 'The laſt accounts we had received from that quar- 
ter of the globe, rather tended to create apprehenſion ot our 
being likely to loſe them, than confidence of their preſervation to 
this country. If the negligence of the French in ſending out ſuc-. 
cours to thoſe iſlands had not been equal to our on, in all proba- 
bility the whole of thoſe iſlands would be loſt. His chief depend- 
ence on the ſafety of Martinique and the others reſted on the 
accidental circumſtance of Sir Charles Grey's continuance there 
to protect them. As to Corſica, our other great and znvalua- | 
ble conqueſt, the favourite of miniſters, and according to 
their deſcription a jewel that added luſtre to the Britiſh 
Crown! he would ſtate to their Lordſhips the account which 
M. Neckar, a man of unimpeached integrity, and great 
knowledge and talents, had given of that vich iſland; he 
would alſo read the account which another perſon of great 
eminence as a literary character had given of it, thougb, alas! 
he was a Democrat; it was juſt poſſible, however, for a De- 
mocrat to be a man of ſenſe and integrity. The perſon that 
| he alluded to was the celebrated M. Volney. | 
“ M. Neckar's account of Corſica is, that it contains 450 
ſquare leagues—1 24,000 ſouls 5j go, ooo livres was the whole 
of the revenue, and 250, ooo ducats were paid by the King, 
excluſive of troops and military expences, in addition to its 
on Ei nn es ni 2] | . 
e 5 7 5 | | M. Vole 
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M. Volney's account was ſtill more curious. © It was 
quite in a ſavage ſtate, The power in the hands of poor, 
greedy, ignorant heads of families. A ſyſtem of myſtery, 
concerted between them and the French, employed there to 
conceal and miſrepreſent every thing, leſt the French ſhould _ 
be diſguſted, and abandon the poſſeſſion. The French expen- 
diture, independent of extraordinaries, was above ten times 
the revenues, which do not amount to 300,000 livres, which 
were three years in arrear, and diminiſhed a third by the 
Council in 1790. The Cuſtom-houſe does not do more than 
pay the officers. There were two Attorney Generals, two 
Director Generals, not one bookſeller, not a printing-preſs, 
except one belonging to Government. The communications 
with the continent were ſo ſubject to interruption, as to pre- 
vent any for two months together. Voters attend the elec- 
tions with ſwords, piſtols, ſtilettos, &c.“ „w 
The next thing, he was afraid, their Lordſhips would not 
comprehend: _ | N e MET 
: © Your are ſold, and the price aſcertained like merchan- 
diſe l“ | | 5 r ;bibs 
He was ſure their Lordſhips would never be able to believe 
this, becauſe they could have no conception of ſuch a prac- 
tice. But he would purſue M. Volney's account: 3 
Their Aſſembly of 400 perſons was led by eight or ten 
chiefs, who form between themſelves ariſtocratic leagues, 
who give and take reciprocally penſions and places, quarrel 
and make it up—avec un mobilite & inconſlance incroyable— 
But the liberty of the many and French money pays the ex- 
pence of the whole. There was no induſtry, not ſo much as 
a match to light a fire, which is not brought from Genoa or 
Leghorn, The country uninhabitable for want of ſafety. 
'The farmers go to the plough armed. The culture facrificed 
to beaſts. A decided preference for France; but ſo incalcula- 
ble is the Corſican nation, arrange every thing to-day, you 
will in a ſhort moment find all that you have done amounts 
to nothing more than paying a military force, which will 
never be complete, will coſt immenſely without ever going 
out of the ifland, and will ceafe to be labourers, without ever 
becoming ſoldiers.” _ 5 | N 
Such was the invaluable ifland of Corfica—that pride of mi- 
niſters, that great acquiſition on which they laid ſo much 
itreſs, as to hold it as a balance againſt the diſaſters of the 
campaign. If it had not been for this idle enterpriſe, 
we might have had the fineſt fleet that this country ever ſaw ; 
we might have protected our commerce, guarded our coaſts, 
given confidence to induſtry, and, inſtead of the abominable 
| | | attempt 
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attempt to ſtarve the French by intercepting their corn, we 
might have done what was conſiſtent with legitimate war, 
endeavoured to ſtarve them in another way, intercepted their 
naval ſtores, crippled their means of carrying on the war, 
and thus we might have ſaved the effuſion of ſo much human 
blood. But then, undoubtedly, we ſhould not have been able 
10 have added half a dozen ſinecures to the influence of the 
Crown, to be parcelled out among the men who were alarm- 
ed for the exiſtence of the conſtitution. | 
There was, his Lordſhip ſaid, a part of his Majeſty's Speech 
which afforded him great pleaſure—it was that in which his 
_ Majeſty informed his Parliament that he had concluded a treaty 
of amity, commerce, and navigation, with the United States 
of America. He was heartily glad that miniſters had acted ſo 
wiſely in that reſpect as to remove all grounds of future jealouſy 
and miſunderſtanding. He had no doubt but they had confirm- 
ed the demarcation of the boundary of the United States, as ſet- 
tled by the treaty of peace, and he gaye them credit for having 
put their commerce to the Weſt Indies on a leſs narrow and 
more liberal footing. Every conceſſion of that kind tended to pro- 
duce grounds of mutual conciliation and confidence; and the 
importance of preſerving the friendſhip and eſteem of America 
was too obvious to be overlooked by any perſons who wiſhed 
for a ſingle moment to be conſidered as ſtateſmen. Would 
they adopt the ſame policy reſpecting France, they would then 
be entitled to the gratitude of their country in the higheſt 
degree. He was not one of thoſe, his Lordſhip ſaid, who 
were of opinion that France would not treat with his Majeſty's 
preſent miniſters. .Let miniſters ſhew an inclination for 
peace, and he had no doubt France would manifeſt the ſame: 
Ihe taſk might, poſſibly, be managed with greater eaſe by 
other men, and other men might be able to obtain better 
terms; but ſtill miniſters were competent, in his opinion, 
to cloſe the breach they had ſo unfortunately opened, and 
continued to widen from the commencement of the war; 
they owed it to their fellow- ſubjects to heal the wound they 
had made, and reftore the country to peace. It was gene- 
rally imagined, and often believed, that no man oppoſed the 
_ meaſures of . miniſters, but he who was anxious to fill 
one of their places; he ſolemnly proteſted he had no ſuch 
wiſh. He was not a man to force his ſervices upon a Prince 
_ againſt his inclination 3 he held ſuch conduct to be indecent 
in the higheſt degree, and. altogether inconfiſtent with the 
character of a gentleman, and therefore he was perſonally 
out of the queſtion, with reſpeck to the advice that he had 
given, So far from thinking it for the advantage of any ſtate 
VoL. I. N F | 7 that 
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that its miniſters ſhould be frequently changed, it was 4 
favourite opinion with him, that a country was likely to be 
beſt ſerved, and its Government moſt wiſely and beneficially 
- adminiſtered, if the miniſters were miniſters for life, knowing 
at the ſame time that any diſaſter their country experienced 
from their unwiſe councils, their want of integrity, or their 
neglect, would be ſure to bring down upon their heads an ex- 
emplary puniſhment. Amidſt the reforms wanted, that ap- 
peared to him to be likely to prove moſt eſſentially ſerviceable, 
as he ſaw no benefit reſult to the country from the preſent fre- 
quent change of miniſters. Let their profeſſions, on coming 
Into office, be what they might, the ſame inconfiderate mea- 
ſures were generally purſued, the ſame weakneſs and want of 
wiſdom were manifeſt, and the ſame corrupt practices obtained. 
The Marquis took occaſion again to repeat that pretended. 
difficulty to treat was a mere political bugbear, held up to 
frighten children, and alarm thoſe who were incapable of 
thinking for themſelves. Experienced men were not to be ſo 
. eaſily deceived ; they could not but know better. If mini- 
ſters choſe to treat, they might begin a negotiation as ſoon as 
they pleaſed. Let them but ſignify that ſuch was their wiſh, 
and that their wiſh was ſincere, he was ſatisfied they would 
be liſtened to; they had nothing to do but retract their error, 
confeſs their miſconception of the character of the French, 
and declare, unreſervedly, that, having formed a falſe judg- 
ment of the object of the Republic, they were willing to tread 
back the ſteps they had taken under their deluſion, and to 
declare that the deluſion, which had led them aſtray, was at 
an end. Nothing, the Marquis ſaid, was more truly noble 
than to be ready to admit that, from the fallibility of human 
nature, men had adopted falſe notions of their neighbours, 
and acted imprudently in conſequence. So far from ſuch 
conduct being ignoble, he really thought it would appear 
manly and dignified in the eyes of all Europe, and, inſtead 
of degrading, would evince candour, and exalt the Britiſh 
name. . | 1 | 
In the courſe of this ſpeech the Marquis ſpoke in handſome 
terms of Earl Camden, whom he recognized as a friend 
he had long known and reſpected, and who had, he faid, 
moved the Addreſs with great ability, although he own- 
ed he could not ſubſcribe to the reaſoning with which the 
Noble Earl had ſupported the Anſwer to the King's. Speech 
in many particulars, ' Or 585 . 
Lord Lanſdown concluded an intereſting, and, in ſome 
points, an entertaining ſpeech, with declaring that he ſhould 
vote for the amendment moved by the Noble Earl near * 5 
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| Lord Mulgrave ſaid, he ſhould not have offered himſelf ſo 


ſoon to their Lordſhips' notice, or have treſpaſſed upon their 
indulgence ſo immediately after he had received the honour 
ofa ſeat in that Houſe, had he not felt an irreſiſtible impulſe 
co endeavour to diſſipate the terror, and relieve: the public de- 
ſpondeney, which might ariſe from the comprehenſive deſcrip- 
tion, given by the Noble Marquis, of ma ee. progreſs of 
che French arms in the laſt campaign. 


Je was well aware 
that any arguments which he could uſe, would be feeble and 
ineffectual efforts to take off the impreſſion which ſuch a 
ſtatement of facts muſt have made upon their Lordſhips“ 
minds and upon the mind of the Public, if combated merely 
by arguments, and met only with ſpeculative ſtatements of 
the future effects of proſpective efforts; it. was therefore his 


intention to meet the facts, which had been juſt ſtated by the 


Noble Marquis, with hiſtorical events, more formidable by 
their rapidity, more gigantic in their extent, more awful. 


during their exiſtence, but, in their termination and effect, 


ſuch as, he would venture to flatter himſelf, the winding up 
and concluſion of the preſent conteſt might be. For * 
purpoſe, his Lordſhip declared, he ſhould content himſe 

with recalling to the recollection of their Lordſhips ſome 
points of military hiſtory, which tended to prove (what, 
doubtleſs, had not eſcaped their Lordſhips' obſervation) that 


the nature and genius of the French nation had, in all wars, 


enabled them to over-run countries, and ſpread their conqueſts 


_ with a degree of rapidity calculated to aftoniſh and difmay their 
adverſaries; but that firmneſs, reſiſtance, and perſeverance, 


on the part of their enemies, had uniformly, and without 
exception, produced as ſpeedy an evacuation of their con- 
queſts, and a total reverſe of their rapid and ſhort-lived for- 
tune: And he truſted that he ſhould do away the impreſſion 
of the Noble Lord's ſtatement, if he ſhould keep the pledge 


which he then made to their Lordſhips, of proving, by hiſ- 


torical facts, that in every war fince the perfection of mili- 
tary diſcipline, and the -eftablifhuent of the modern ſyſtem 
of warfare, the French had made advances even more for- 


midable than thoſe ſtated by the Noble Marquis, and had, 


notwithſtanding, in every inſtance met with greater re- 
verſes than the moſt ſanguine ſupporters of the preſent war 
would venture to predict. He ſhould not, his Lordſhip ſaid, 


heſitate to go very far back in military hiſtory, but he was 
_ anxious to ſpare their Lordſhips? time, and to intrude as little 
as poſſible on their patience. Indeed the time which moſt 
naturally preſented itſelf was that which was moſt analogous 
to the preſent period, — the irruption of Louis XIV. 


into 
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into Holland in the year 1672, aſſiſted by the combination of 
the greateſt military talents in every branch of the profeſſions 

that were ever united, and ſuch as military hiſtory might 

perhaps never again produce, connected in one point, and 
directed to the ſame operations. When he had named to 
their Lordſhips Conde, Turenne, Luxembourg, and Vauban, 

they would, doubtleſs, feel with him that nothing of ſcience 
could be added. Their inſtruments were 130,000 of the beſt 
diſciplined and beſt appointed troops in Europe, a prodi- 
gious and unprecedented train of artiltery, and an overflow- 
ing military cheſt, with which, perhaps, even more formida- 
dle attacks were made on the fidelity of the Dutch Governors, 
than the ſtrength of their fortreſſes could ſuffer from the nu- 
merous and heavy batteries which were pointed againſt them. 
What in thoſe days, he would aſk, was the ſtate of Holland? 
Were they, as at this time, covered by formidable and diſ- 
ciplined armies of veteran troops, commanded by experienced 
Generals, and animated by gallant, enterpriſing, zealous, 
and active Princes? No: Beſides their ordinary garriſon 
they had indeed a corps of 25,000 men; he could not call 
them ſoldiers, for they were compoſed of officers without 
emulation, and private men without energy. One young 
Prince, indeed, they had, of the age of 22 years (a Prince 
to whom this country owes. great and, he hoped, laſting ob- 
ligations; for he truſted that no ſtruggle of factions, no ef- 
forts of external enemies, no ſtratagems of domeſtic traitors, 
could deprive us of the conſtitutional bleſſings preſerved to 
us by that Prince). With ſuch means of reſiſtance oppoſed: 
to ſuch powers of attack, it was not, his Lordſhip obſerved, 
to be wondered at that the meaſure of ſucceſs was equal to 
the diſproportion of the powers of conteſt z accordingly the 
Rhine was paſſed without oppoſition! (for, notwithſtanding 
the boaſts of national vanity, and the exaggerations of adula- 
tion, that celebrated atchievement was merely the unrefifted 
paſſage of a ford); all the places upon the Rhine, the Waal, 
and the Iſſel, were ſurrendered ; the conqueror, in his pro- 
greſs, received poſſeſſion of Overyſſel, Gueldres,, Utrecht, and 
Naerden ; nay, even the keys of. Meudem on which the {c- 
curity of Amſterdam: and the fate of Holland depended, 
were for ſome awful minutes in the hands of a ſtraggling 

party of the French dragoons. Factions and commotions 
_ exiſted within the walls of Amſterdam, - which were not 
quelled without much ſtruggle and bloodſhed ; yet did the: 
energy and reſolution of the Dutchmen of thoſe days meet 
their danger with firmneſs, and bear their difficulties with 
patience. The great fluices were opened; the. inundations 
| . | 7 were 
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progre 
2 off their priſoners, eight and twenty thouſand of whom 
were liberated at the rate of half a crown a man. The 
Dutrhmen of this day have taken a different mode of avert- 
ing theevils of French invaſion, and have had recourſe to ne- 


— 
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were ſuch as to admit ſhips of war to float round the walls 
of Amſterdam for its defence; freſh water was ſold at the 


rate of three-pence a pint; But what were the ſufferings at- 


tending thoſe efforts, when compared to the glorious and 
happy rewards of energy, perſeverance, and courage? The 


= progreſs of the French was not only ſtopped, but they were 
== obliged to abandon their conqueſts, and evacuate the States 


with a AT ona far exceeding the rapidity of their former 
s: Their retreat was ſo-hurried that they could not even 


gotiation to ſtop the progreſs. of their powerful enemies; 


what the ſucceſs of the experiment might be, remained yet 
to be proved ; and it would, his Lordſhip declared, be painful 
to him to give way to prediction on the ſubject. But it was 
not irrelevant to the ſubject of debate, to remark to their 
Lordſhips, that the purſuits of the French government had 
not varied with its form; that the objects of the deſpotic 
Louis the XIVth, and of the prefent democratic tyranny of 
France, were the ſame z and that they equally looked to the 


Rhine as the natural boundary of their dominions, and pur- 


poſed to make the territories which they ſhould leave to the 
republic of Holland, beyond that river, ſubject to their di- 
rection and controul, and to be held at their mercy. If, faid 
his Lordſhip, © it ſhould be argued that the one force of 


France is far ſuperior to what I have ſtated to have followed. 


Louis the XIVth, let us purſue the hiſtory : We ſhall find 
that monarch in 1688, with between four and five hundred 
_ thouſand men under arms in his pay; we ſhall find that he 
took Philipſbourg, Manheim, Heidelbourg, Treves, Worms, 
Oppenheim, and Mayence z. we thall find too, that before 
_ the end of the campaign he was driven from all thefe con- 


queits by the Duke of Lorrain. That I may not tire out. 
your Lordſhips' patience by minute details, I ſhall paſs lightly 
over hiſtorical events, which, from their intrinſic glory, and 


their ſatisfactory and complete application to the drift of my 


argument, I could with pleaſure enlarge upon; but I ſhall 


content myſelf with merely recalling them to your Lordſhips“ 
recollection. In the. Spaniſh ſucceſſion war, after the firſt. 
battle of Hockſtedt, gained by Mazeſchal Villars in 1703, 


Vienna was open to the march of the enemy, and ſo great 


was the panic in that capital, that it was debated in the: 
council of the Emperor, whether he ſhould not remove his 
_ perſon to ſome part of his dominions, more remote from the 


r 
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terror, and more ſecure from the danger of the French arma; 
the Emperor, however, did not give way to thoſe puſillani- 
mous councils; the events of war juſtified his deciſion, and 
rewarded his firmneſs. The battle of Blenheim, fought on 
the ſame ſpot in the ſubſequent year, by a glorious and im- 
mortal victory, decided the poſſeſſion of one hundred leagues 
of country, the conqueſt of the electorate of Bavaria, and 
bandied back that terror to the proud court of Verſailles, 
which had ſo lately ſhaken the capital of Vienna. As Blen- 
heim determined the fate of Germany, ſo two years after- 
wards did the victory of Ramilies decide the fate of Flanders. 
In the ſecond ſucceſſion war, when the ambition of France 
propoſed the diſmemberment of the hereditary dominions f 
the houſe of Auſtria, and the diſpoſal of the Imperial crown 
of Germany, the energy of their incurſions, and the tor- 
rent of their firſt efforts, carried them into the centre of Bo- 
hemia; gave them poſſeſſion of Prague, the capital of that 
kingdom; all- powerful and uncontrouled, they gave an Em- 
peror to Germany at Frankfort, by the conge d'elire of their 
| E brilliant, and oſtentatious ambaſſador : Vet without 
a ſingle great battle, by ſucceſſive checks, by the judicious 
conduct and ſteady perſeveranee of their enemies, they were 
driven from the Danube to the Rhine, and conſidered the 
eſcape of the garriſon of Prague as a glorious atchievement, 
or at leaſt as a fortunate and creditable event. In later times, 
which are in the memory of ſome of your Lordſhips, in 1757, 
after the unfortunate battle of Haſtenbeck, and the diſperfion 
of the Duke of Cumberland's army by the convention of 
Cloſter-Seven, Hanover being at their mercy, troops were 
detached to reinforce Soubiſe, who penetrated into Saxony, 
and flattered himſelf with the deſtruction of the King of 
Pruſha's monarchy z all theſe advantages were leſt by the 
fingle battle of Roſbach, the French were again driven acroſs 
the Rhine, Hanover delivered, and ultimately, after the moſt 
dreary and diſcouraging proſpect at the commencement, the 
war was concluded with more glory and advantage to Great 
Britain, than any war in the annals of hiſtory. Having 
choſen rather to ſtate my examples locally than chronologi- 
_ cally, I thall. now ſhortly advert to the other part of Europe, 
to which the Noble Marquis has alluded, and we ſhall find 
that in Italy the progreſs of the French arms has formerly 
been as great or greater than at preſent z and the tide of their 
ſucceſs has been as ſuddenly and completely turned by a ſingle 
ation, as in any of the inſtances I have already recalled ts 
your Lordſhips“ recollection ; It will be ſufficient merely to 
fay. that, in the firſt ſucceſſion war, when the French were, in 
- > „ | 1706, 
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1706, in poſſeſſion of Milan, Mantua, Naples, and Piedmont, 
the battle of Turin obliged them to abandon the whole of 
thoſe territories, and totally to evacuate Italy: In the ſecond 
ſucceſſion war in 174 the Prince of Conti penetrated through 
the Alps, poſſeſſed himſelf of all the ſtrong poſts on the ſide 
of Nice, paſſed the Col de Tende, forced. the Paffade of the 
Barricades, and laid ſiege to Coni on the borders of Piedmont 
yet the ſingle battle of Coni (though undecided as to victory) 
having relieved that fortreſs, the French were obliged to aban- 
don all their conqueſts in the Alps, and repaſs the Rhine.“ — 
But why, Lord Mulgrave aſked, ſhould he fatigue their Lord- 
ſhips with examples? He had, he truſted, already produced 
enough to convince their Lordſhips and the country that our 
ſituation, notwithſtanding the ill ſucceſſes we regretted, was 
not ſuch as to create deſpondency, or even diſcouragement. 
Let it not be ſaid that their Lordſhips? predeceſſors had made 
greater efforts, and exhibited more manly firmneſs, to main- 
rain the ſucceſhon of a Spaniſh King, or to preſerve the in- 
heritance of an Auſtrian Princeſs, than they could exert for 
the maintenance of their independence, for the ſupport of the 
proſperity, and for the preſervation of the glorious conſtitution 
of their country. The war which had been declared againſt 
us, was not an ordinary war, in which our enemies might be 
ſatisfied by the acquiſition of a diſtrict of territory, by the 
{laughter of men, by the deſtruction of corps, or by the de- 
feat of armies; it was'a war for the annihilation of our laws, 
our liberties, our proſperity, our civilization, and our re- 


ligion. When their Lordſhips enjoyed the bleſſings of our happy _ 


form of government, and felt the gratitude which every Eng- 
liſhman owed to his anceſtors for the noble efforts by which 
they have preſerved to us that peculiar happineſs, which had 
ſo wondertully for ages created envy without exciting imita- 
tion, let every one of their Lordſhips, at ſuch times, anti- 
cipate the curſes and reproaches with which he would be 
branded by his poſterity, if, from motives of convenience or 
the impulſe of timidity, he crouched for peace, and ſued for 
mercy from an implacable enemy, at the expence of the poli- 
_ tical juriſprudence of the country, and of the exiftence of its 
conſtitution! * Let me not be told,” ſaid his Lordſhip, & that 
this is exaggeration, that the propoſal of peace will not- be ſo 


abject, that the conſequences need not be ſo fatal. I have an 


authority beyond contradiction; I have the authority of the 
whole Government with which it is propoſed to treat. We 
have heard the general abhorrence of the exiſtence of the 
regal title; the implacable enmity to all Governments, with 
_ graduated orders of ſociety z and the indiſpenſable rights of 
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nature, as held out at the commencement of the war; all 
made ſubſervient to the one grand object of hatred to tlxis 
country. The violaters of the free and natural rights of naviga- 


rion in the Scheldt, are to be united to the navy of France; the 


abſolute Monarch of Spain (the next, I believe in my con- 


ſcience, in the rank of their deteſtation to this country, but 


in ſo remote a degree as to fink before their tnveteracy to us), 

this King is to be joined to theſe votaries of equality; the en- 
thuſiaſts of atheiſm are to unite with thoſe Spaniards whom 
they have branded with bigotry, for the idle purpoſe of col- 


lecting a naval force which may fail to the Thames, and burn 
the new Carthage. Will it, on this, as on a former occaſion, 
be ſaid, that we quote the wild expreſſions of an heated indi- 
vidual ?—As well might it be ſaid, if the Addreſs now pra- 


poſed ſhould be carried with the unanimity which I could wiſh, 
and which I think it deſerves, that it is merely the "ſentiment 
of the two Noble Lords that moved it | No, my Lords, it will 
be the ſentiment and opinion of this branch of the Legiſlature; 


and I rejoice that it will be fo ; becauſe I think it breathes a 
ſpirit worthy of it. So in the Convention, the ſentiment of 


deſtruction being equally worthy of their character and dif- 
poſition, did they riſe as one ſavage, and give a general yell of 
approbation, dignified, in their deliberate aſſembly, with (to 
them) the moderate term of acclamation. Let us therefore 


recollect, my Lords, that not only our liyes, our laws, and 


our liberties are at ſtake, but even the national character of 
our poſterity; for, if we ſhall once admit into this country 
French Republicans, with their preſent diſpofition and feel- 


ings, —if we ſhould once admit the guillotine within our 


ſhores 3 when we ſhall have inured our eyes to fights of hor- 


ror; ſteeled our hearts by acts of cruelty ; embrued our hands 
in blood; and debaſed our minds by tyranny and oppreſſion; 


where will future ages look ſor the national character? How | 
(hall Engliſhmen again reſume that ready benevolence, that 
gallant forbearance, that ſpirit of merey and forgiveneſs, which 


ſo pecuharly characteriſes this high-ſpirited and humane race 


of men; who do not, however, derive thoſe qualities from 
the ſoil we inhabit, and the climate we breathe in, but from 
the form of the government; where a rational and extenſive 
liberty expands the mind and elevates the heart; whilſt a mild, 
defined, and equal, but firm and ſteady government, gives 
checks to vice, and puniſhment to crimes. Such being what 


we have on the one hand to fear, and on the other to pre- 


ſerve, it would be our duty to ſtruggle, though our calamities 

thould have been greater, and our acquiſitions leſs than they 

are. But our acquiſitions I by no means view in the ſame light 
12 | 1 1 5 ü e 
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as the Noble Marquis: Eyen that of Corſica, which ſeems moſt 
particularly the object of the Noble Lord's deriſion, appears 
to me an object of infinite importance. I certainly have been 


very much amuſed by the lively comments of the Noble Marquis, 


as well as by the ingenious deſcriptions given by the entertaining 
Democrat, whom he has called in to his aſſiſtance; but in 
hearing the moſt facetious hiſtorical jokes, it is impoſſible to 
prevent fact from occaſionally interfering with the triumph of 


wit; and when I hear of the defects of this barren and unpro- 


ductive iſland, overloaded with eſtabliſhments, inhabited by 


men ſo encumbered with firelocks and ſpades, that they are 
neither ſoldiers nor farmers, with a decided preference to ' 


France, I cannot help recollecting that the French carried on 
a long, expenſive, doubtful, ' and bloody warfare, to bring 
theſe coy Corſicans to follow their decided preference, and for 
the acquiſition of this expenſive and worthleſs iſland. It na- 
turally occurs, therefore, to me, that there remains behind 
ſome truth too ſolemn for a jeſt, which therefore had been 
omitted in the catalogue; but at length one farcaſm has 
led me to gueſs at ſome poſſible advantage, to be derived 
from the iſland, which might counterbalance all its defects. 


The Noble Marquis, either in the courſe. of his own argu- 
ment, or in the abſtract which he read from the Democrat, 


mentions that “the communications with the Continent were 
ſo precarious, as to be ſometimes interrupted for two months 
together”—this indeed is proof that it is not a poſſeſſion for 
a King in an Opera, or a Fairy Tale; that it is not ſituated in 


a lake calculated for pleaſant. water-parties; but that, on the 


contrary, it is placed in the middle of a boiſterous and ſtormy 
ſea (which I he myſelf experienced. the Mediterranean to 
be); and if ſo, let me aſk the Noble Marquis, are there not ports 
in this ifland ? will it not afford ſhelter for your men of war? 
protection to your merchant- ſhips? a rendezvous for your 
trade? and a Helly to your commerce with that part of Eu- 
rope ?—Is it by revenue and cultivation alone, that the Noble 


Marquis, as a Britiſh ſtateſman, eſtimates the value of poſ- 


ſeſſions? What were the nett revenues of Minorca beyond the 


annual expence of that iſland ?—L do not believe the Treaſury 


of England was much enriched by the collection of revenue 


from the poſſeſſion of Minorca, yet it has been conſidered by 
many able ſtateſmen as an object of no trifling importance; 


and the peeple have, from ſome prejudice, regarded the laſs 
of it as a ground of complaint and reſentment. Where is the 
fertility and territorial revenue of Gibraltar? yet when an hint 
only was dropped of putting it m:rely into diſcuſſion, on the 
* peace, after an unſucceſsful war, the whole 
Vol, I. 25 3 5 | | nation 
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nation ſeemed to ſhudder at the idea; it was ſoon felt that 


facrifices muſt be made elſewhere, and that the advantages of 


that barren rock were not on any terms to be relinquiſhed; and I 


do not believe, that any Noble Lord who ſupports the Amend- 
ment this night, would venture to ſacrifice his hopes of popula- 
rity—(for hopes of popularity every public man mult entertain 
in this country, where 'the people 1 beſtow it with 


judgment, and withdraw it with reluctance) no one, I ſay, of 


thoſe Noble Lords would ſacrifice ſuch hopes, by venturing to 


offer this barren rock as the price of peace, and the means of 


eſcaping from 1 they apprehend from the power and 


progreſs of the French. — The value of Corſica therefore, T 
conceive the Noble Marquis has eſtimated upon falſe grounds.“ 


- Lord Mulgrave concluded a very able and argumentative 


ſpeech, by'oblerving that he had already detained” their Lord- 


ſhips too long, or he ſhould attempt to follow the Noble Mar- 
quis through the other parts of his ſpeech; but as that would 
be done with better information, greater ability, and more 
effect, by others, he ſhould content himſelf with ſaying, that he 


could ſee no grounds whatever, for agreeing to the Amend- 


ment moved. Had the Addreſs been worded with leſs energy, 
and expreſſive of leſs firmneſs, he ſhould have been tempted. to 


move an amendment, that their Loriſhips might reſiſt with 


the ſpirit and indignation becoming à Britiſh Houſe of Parlia- 


mont the inſolent menaces throw m but by our enemies. As the 
Addreſs; however, was ſufficiently animated and explicit, his 


Lordſhip declared it met his hearty concurrence, and ſhould 
% %%% ̃ PR ny g hates 

Earl Stanhope faid, he did not rife for the purpoſe of debat- 
a *<x E % - . 3 8 Ju „ , Oe 
ing—the hour of debating he feared was gone. by. Events 


were the beſt atifwers' to the arguments of thoſe Who ſtill thin 
N defend it, and recommend its continuance. The Noble 


ſpoke for thernfelves ; and the diſaſters of this accurſed I 


Lord, who had juſt Tat down, had talked a great deal of the 
battles in the reign of Louis the Fourteenth, and in the reigh 
of Queen Anne; he had told their Loraflips that a great deal 
depended om a ſingle battle; and he did not deſpair of another 
Blenheim. 80 the noble Lord told them, in his letters, that 
he did not deſpair of keeping Toulon —let their Lordſhips aſk 
themſelves, did the noble Lord, or thoſe he left behind him in 


command, keep Toulon? It was curious, the Earl ſaid, to hear 

the doAtrines of thoſe who ſupported the war, and to Coftpate 

guiſhed himſelf by the publication of his political 1 i 
(Mr. Burke) had maintained that the people had no right to 


their theory with their practice. A gentleman who had di 


change their conſtitution or their government; that it Was 
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banded down to them by their anceſtors, and they, were bound 
to deliver it unimpaired to their poſterity. If the doctrine were 
tre, how dig it Accord, with the conduct of Government re- 
ſpecting Corſica * 


& — There the people had been not only allow. 
ed, but invited, to change their form of government completely; 
the people, or rather the rabble and Sans Culottes of Corſica, 


kad put the crown of their kingdom on the head: of George 


che Third. Their conſtitution had in it eſſential differences 

r r EN. 
from ours, though under the ine ive: The doctrine was here 
prevalent, and afſerted with the utmoſ confidence, that to form 


a complete and well-balanced Legiſlature, there muſt be two 


Houſes to co-operate with the Crown. In. Corſica this princi- 
ple was abandoned, and there was but one Houſe. It had been 
contended forhere alſo, that there was a natural union between 
Church and State: This had been in like manner departed 
from in Corſica. There the King had nothing to do with re- 
ligion. He knew not how the Reverend Bench would reliſh 
what he was about to ſay, but there were no Biſhops in the 
he was always happy to agree, had given a curious deſcription 
of the illand. He had told their Lordſhips that the huſband= 
men went armed, and that the native n were little 
better than banditti=a precious collection of new ſubjects! 
On that day he had expected that miniſters would have come 
forward, and ſtated ſome reaſons, plauſible at leaſt, for the 
continuance of a war ſo calamitous, expenſive,.and ruinous, as, 
the preſent had proved; but only one Noble Earl in office bad 


Houſe of Aﬀerably in Corlica. The Noble Marquis, with whom 


ventured to ſtand vp 36d afford the Houſe any information on 
the ſubject, and t 


e that Noble Earl had fairly confeſſed, that 
he had been ſo ſhort a time in office, that he knew very little of 


- 


the matter. _ All the reſt of his Majeſty's miniſters choſe to 
: I 54 44.4 7 2. £& 3 1 : 4 »./ of 34 : 44 5 > FE T0 ; : 
preſerve a fullen and'obſtinate ſecrecy ; they deemed Mum and 


Silence, to be the Order of the Day. Notwithſtanding all that the 
Noble Lord who ſpok 


Ramilies, and another Blenheim ſuch a happy event as the laſt of 


theſe, was, he believed, juſt as likely to take place in the preſent 
War, as the | ddreſs that had been moved and ſeconded, was likely 
to be carried unanimouſly. A Noble Marquis had talked of the 


gentlemen and yeomanry of Norfolk, who were ready to come 


#, 
A 


and another Noble Lord had ſaid, that he k 

England had the means of anſwering. For. 
#4 © 73 4.48413 OE OE EET FRET, ». ef oo Ap” — 

War. Why then did not the miniſtry uſe t 


he knew the people of 
,cxigency er the. 
ans? Why 


out in the defence of their ae when . preſled ;. 
lat 


„ «4 4 


had ſo far imitated France as to arm all whom they. could rely. 


— 


v3 + Are } *.4.42 4& toon Agog Ka 
an, That was not enough ; they had not, like France, armed 


5 822 , ESI TEST. . 1 FB 8: bp 4-58 _ V. * 1 
did not they arm the people ?—They Vo anfwer, that they 


the 


ce laſt, had ſaid, of another Roſbach, another 


. 
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the whole people, they had not armed the Sant Culottes, the 
lower orders of the people, and the moſt uſeful and moſt to be 
depended on in the hour of danger and difficulty. - The Noble 
Earl who moved the Addreſs, and other Noble Lords, had ſtated, 
as one reaſon, to prove the difficulty of making -peace; the in - 
veteracy of the French to the people of this country. The 
aſſertion was vague and WP ran 5% The French had no an- 
tipathy to the people of this iſland; they only detefted Admi- 
niſtration; they conſidered them as the authors of all the mif- 


chiefs and expence of the war; and it was idle to expect that 


they would make peace with the preſent miniſters- His Lord- 


oy ſaid, the time was perhaps approaching, when it would be 
i 


wile to preſerve eternal ſilence within thoſe walls; he took 
therefore that opportunity of ſtating his ſentiments, leſt it 


- ſhould be thought that any thing had happened to induce him 


to alter thoſe opinions, which he had before maintained, which 
he would continue to maintain as long as he lived, and with 
which he would die. He thought it neceſſary to ſay what he 
had ſtated, becauſe he. conceived he ſaw his, country at the 


| brink of a precipice, down which, miniſters, from their igno- 


rance, their weakneſs, and their wickedneſs, were about to 
plunge it. The Earl concluded with declaring that he ſhould 
vote ior the Amendment, becauſe. he heartily concurred in its. 
oe» and conſidered it to be well calculated to anſwer. that 
object. 5 . „ . 5 8 

| The Marguis Townſhend roſe again to ſay a word or two, 
upon the ſubject of arming the people in general. He ſpoke 


highly of the militia, which he owned was a favourite object 


with him, and which he always conſidered as the third eſta- 
bliſhment for national defence, the navy and army being the 
two firſt, The Marquis ſtated his reaſons. for. thinking the 
Noble Earl's idea of arming all the people, dangerous and im- 

Feed.. 5 272 8 
The Earl of Mansfield roſe next, and ſaid, that, conſidering. 
the late hour of the night, he would endeavour. to detain their 
Lordſhips as ſhort.a time as poſſible. Like other Noble Lords, 


his language reſpeCting the war had been uniform and invaria- 


ble from the commencement of the war to the-prefent moment; 


and he ſhould ſhew great inconſiſtence, if, under the preſent cir- 


cumſtances, he ſhould give any other. advice than for a vigorous 
f of the war. He concurred entirely with the Noble 

Larl who moved the Addreſs, that it would be diſadvantageous 
and diſgraceful, even were the national character and ſpirit ſunk 


ſo low, and ſo degraded and humbled as to ſubmit to crouch 


at the foot of France, elated with victory, and drunk with ſuc- . | 
ceſs, and ſue for a peace. A peace granted under ſuch -cir- 
PT CORTE OIE ART Halt P97 OO "© Baines 
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cumſtances could never be permanent, ſafe, or honourable z nor 
could it be expected to be obtained without . ſuch conceſſions 
on our part as it would ill become this country to make. The. 
French, it was true, had made molt aſtoniſhing efforts to carry 
on the war; but it was obvious they could not be continued, - 
and that, notwithſtanding all their ſeizure of the property of 
the church, the nobles, : and of individuals, and all | their con- 
filcations, they could not much longer bear the expence they 
had hitherto incurred. The comparatiye deſcription. of the 
refources of this country and France, which the Noble Mover 
of the Addreſs: had fo ably detailed, was by no means over- _ 
charged, but faithful and correct. He ſaid, he ſpoke from in 
formation to be depended on, when he ſtated, that the expence 
of carrying on the war during the laſt campaign, had coſt 
France three milliards fix hundred livres, which was equal to 
144 millions ſterling. They had no leſs than ſix milliards of 
aſſignats in circulation, equal to 240 millions, beſides the quan- 
tity of forged aſſignats which defied all calculation, as the ut- 
moſt nicety of examination had not been yet able accurately to 
_ diſtinguiſh the forged aſſignat from the true one, ſince the 
ſtamp of death had been taken off the aſſignats, and terror was 
no longer the order of the day. The currency of the forged 
= was as common as the currency of the true ones; the 
conſequence was, they were ſunk to ſuch a ſtate of depre- 
ciation, that for twenty-four livres in ſpecie one hundred and 
twelve were given in aſſignats. The forced loan made laſt year, 
the French had themſelves confeſſed was an extraordinary mea- 
ſure, which nothing but the exigency of their affairs could juſ- 
tify, and which could not be reſorted to again. The ſuffering _ 
the law of the maximum to link into diſuſe, as well as. 
their abandonment of the enforcement of the currency 
of aflignats, ſuffigiently ſpake their ſtate of exhaul- 
tion. In fact, their revenue and their reſources were equally, 
at an end. With regard to N and corn, the whole, 
country, the provinces as well as the capital, were in a ſtate of 
the direlt enury.. Much had been ſaid again and again on the 
ſubject of the War and its object. He recolleQed that in the 
laſt ſeſſions miniſters had been called upon to ſay in two words, 
What was the object of the war, when a Noble Secretary of 
State had ſaid, he would anſwer the queſtion with one word: 
„Security,“ ſecurity. was its object. Security, the Earl ſaid, 
muſt be obtained, or it would be to no purpoſe to make peace. 
A peace concluded without ſecurity to this country and its con- 
ſtitution, could only be a period of temporary and deluſive re- 
poſe, during which France would endeavour to recover her 
ſtrength and recruit her exhauſted reſources, and when ſhe. 
found herſelf ſufficiently recovered, would not fail to ny 
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t of ſteadineſs had often 


minded him of what he had heard in his paſſage over from 


mitch wiſdom, and produce 1 ige of ſyſtem, ſo fatal to 
at it materially affected all 5 80 


er him 


_— — hd. 
_— 


with exultation At the,rap 
arms had experienced. 1 


- 


events of the war then carrying on. Although. 9 had 


the globe, 


of triumph and of victory; when the pulſe of national pride 
beat high, and the breaſt of every man in the SPE lowed 

'D- 2, 4 idity of the conqueſts'that the Britiſh 
Tt was. the father of the preſent mini- 
ſter who, directed public, affairg—he, the 7 and vigour 


e 


of whoſe councils and opinions had thrown fe 
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the name of Engliſhmen, thought it wiſe in ſuch a moment to 
remind the Parliament cf the deſirable. bleftings of peace. 
How different was the copduCct of the fon of that great mi- 
niſter ! After having plunged the country wantonly and un- 
_ neceſſarily into a war, the moſt unfortunate of any that this 
kingdom had ever engaged in, he was not diſmayed by re- 
peated defeats, but raſhly determined to perſevere, and put the 
very exiſtence of the nation to the hazard. 6 5 


- 


After puſhing this i beard to its utmoſt extent, the Earl 
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faid, that all they had heard that day in recommendation of 
the war, was nothing more than a repetition of the reaſoning 
which they heard repeated ſo often, and which was actually 
worn threadbare. The ſame falſe accuſations of the 
conduct of the French, the fame complaint of the. want of 
perſons to treat with, the ſame declaration of inſtability in the 
government of France, had been brought up, and inſiſted on 
that day with as unuſual earneſtneſs, as if the topics were 
new, and had never been touched upon. A Noble Lord near 
him (Earl Mansfield), whom he ſhould ever take the liberty of 
calling his Noble Friend, becauſe no difference of opinion in 
politics ſhould ever make him loſe fight of that ſincere reſpect 
and regard that he entertained for him; that Noble Earl had 


endeavoured to prove that the reſources of France were nearly > 
exhauſted, and that thoſe of this country were in a moſt pro- 


ſperous ſtate, and had uſed that argument againſt this country 
treating for peace. Almoſt in the fame breath, he had con- 
tended that France was elated with ſucceſs, and drunk with 
victory ; and had therefore contended that this was the moſt 
unfit of all opportunities, for us to open a negotiation. with a 
view to peace. It was too much, his Lordſhip ſaid, for His 
Noble Friend to be allowed the advantage of both theſe op- 
poſite arguments. If the re ſources of this country were in a 
flouriſhing condition, and thoſe of France in an oppoſite ſitua- 
tion, he ſhould imagine that of all others an advantageous op- 
portunity for this country to negotiate in. With reſpect to the 
other argument, it was ſcarcely poſſible that France ſhould 
bear itſelf ſo haughtily, if her ſituation in point of reſource 
and finance was really fo deplorable as his Noble Friend had 
deſcribed. Much had been ſaid of the ſyſtem of terror, and 
its ſucceſſor of the preſent day, the ſyſtem. of moderation. 
Surely the prevalence of the latter was the moſt favourable to 
treaty, and the moſt likely to prove. ſucceſsful for negotiation. 
With regard to the aſſertions, that the French are actuated by 
a boundleſs ambition, it was not very apparent, when it was 
conſidered that they were in treaty with one power for peace, 
and had kept faith with the neutral powers with the utmoſt 
"IF | - 8 1 punctu- 
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WE punctuality and exactneſs. Nor could he think that the mode 
of treating the United Provinces, by the language which was 
held reſpecting them in the Speech, was the ſort of language 
chat became an ally, who had heretofore expreſſed ſuch anxious 
=X wiſhes for their welfare, as to force their ſervices upon them 
againſt their will, and.to compel them to be obliged, 5 
3 The Earl took notice of the late trials for treaſon, and ap- 
pealed to the recollection of their Lordſhips, whether he and 
WE the other Noble Lords who held and maintained the ſame opi- 
nion that he did, reſpecting the war, had not repeatedly faid 
it was a falſe alarm, that no treaſon was on foot, and that it 
8 would turn out a groundleſs apprehenſion. A Britiſh jury, 
after due diſcuſſion, and the moſt impartial and deliberate trial 
that perhaps ever was known in. this country, had eſtabliſhed 
the truth of this prediction by their verdict ſolemnly delivered. 
== In fact, it was clear, from what paſſed, that miniſters had nurſed 
up ſedition for a long time after they knew it was active, in 
XZ the hopes it would grow into treaſon. It reminded him of an 
- inſtance of ſummary juſtice ſtated in a work, the wit and hu- 
mour of which had no doubt entertained every one of their Lord- 
ſhips at one time or other of their lives, and from the were 
it contained, if read with attention, and properly judged of, 
they might all derive inſtruction and improvement: He meant 
the Hiſtory of a Foundling, better known perhaps by the 
name of Fielding's Tom Jones. In one chapter of that ad- 


panion Partridge, took ſhelter: in a barn, amidſt a groupe of 
gypſies; that the king of the gypſies behaved. uncommonly 
well to them, and that while he was feaſting Jones in mind 
and body by his converſation and his n Partridge was 
diſcovered in a ſituation not to be deſcribed with a young 
gypley. A large ſum was in the firſt inſtance aſſeſſed on him 
y way of fine by the king of the gypſies; but on Jones's ſhew-. 
ing that the fine infinitely exceeded the ſtate of his finances, 
it was reduced conſiderably; and when he was in the act of 
tendering the ſum ultimately fixed on to the injured huſband, 
the king of the gypſies ſtopped his hand, and aſked where the 
huſband was while the offence was committed. Learning that 
he ſtood by and witneſſed the proceeding, he ſtopped the hand 
of Jones, infiſted that no compenſation ſhould be given, as 
the huſband had witneſſed his own ſhame without attempting 
to prevent it, and thus encouraged, or conſented to what he 
complained of as an injury to his honour; and that therefore, 
ſo far from receiving reward, he thould be deemed infamous, 
and wear the mark of infamy on his forehead for a month. In 
like manner, his Lordſhip ſaid, 5 thought miniſters ought 25 


3 


mirable work they would find that Tom Jones, and his com- 


[1 
4 
* 
bs 
G 
! 
1 
* 
4 
7 
1:01 
1 
5 24 
1 * 
* 
bo . 
* 
- Ba 
Kt 
EH 
BY 
n 
75 
'Þ 
wo 
N 
TY 
1 7 
3 
91 
1 
1 
7 » 
17 2 
. 
A | 
wm 
. 
7 
"4 
is 
2-19 
'S. 
"8b 
* 
1 
+ A 
it > 
5 
5 o 
E T5 
„ 
+ 
l 
x 
7 
* 
1 
2 
js 
3 
4 
[ 
1.3 
N 
9 
* 
** 
1 
y 
6 
92 
18 


, ̃˙ ʃ6-i .. 
— 
I 


— — — 
"WE 

IE IT eG, 
S ˖ ron 


5 

=> r — 

. 
r ee 


— 
EY 


res 


_ — — 
wy = RS... — 
* e 9 

— — — 


— CATION 
TT EI: 


Lo a 
— 
— — 
— 


17 — . * 2 F — 
a * - — 2 ö 5 
n 2 r : m———_—_—_—_ ow 4 —— | So wt — — - IT — n _ 2 — * = , — 22 3 > MES OO 
* — PS» . ˙ A an ME — . Y DEER Ie Tag —— —— © REIN — Et: ae W TIRE — ee B I RE en mn DR 
- 0 2 22 — 2 2444447 — — . TY A otro worm ways > ——ê — —— = — — — _— — — _ -- fk l * LY — — 2 p . — 
- "—_— — r 8 ym WEI DE EEE SED — — — — — 
— 2 — 2 — — — — — — — — N. — 3 — * - Some * > . — * — — — N — n — 2 —— — — . TA 
_ : : ER . 1 2 7 - — 1 
— 2 + Bernie — Hl — — — = : 


- ER HT OI 2 — * I" — — — 2 
— y > 9 = RE T - "a 72 T >; _ Sr ET = — = N 2 
> cd I Oh I Inge 2 ITE > 0 — 4 : RAY 2 * _ —4 — 4 — ol 
ES 502 — — 2 y IRIS, —— > > ; — NR K — Aus I» un II; * Dl a2 4g 4 * T Nn n * 2.4 
—4 — 4 — ” F L " _—_ 7 * __ * * * — m > otras 8 — — 2 — — PLIES * 
* "ES "IA a. —— - — - EEE * A a Worn a ONES * * 
* . ” * er CI; N A 8 h LY — r 5 0 — NN 


Xx 
VC 


-+ r Y, 
- een 
— of = Ca — — 
"= 2 
— n 
by * P =: WR, _— ut 
— Ste n n 
** > + dn hes 


— 


— — 


ww WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Tox d. 
be branded with all the imputation that, in the mind of every 
reaſonable man, belonged to thoſe, who had evidently and 
undeniably ſtood by,and purpoſely nurſed fedition into treaſon. 

The Earl took notice of what had fallen from the Noble 
Lord at the head of the Admiralty. He faid, the introduction 


of the Noble Earl's ſpeech did him great honour. It corre- 


ſponded with his character, and was readily given full credit to 


by him, and every Noble Lord, he had no doubt, who had the 


pleaſure of knowing the plain but polite manners, and unaffect- 
ed integrity, which had ever diſtinguiſhed his Lordſhip through 
life: At the ſame time it appeared rather extraordinary to hear 
a firſt Lord of the Admiralty ſtate to the Houſe that he hope! 


our naval force would in the enſuing year prove larger than 
was ever before known, and that if the French fleet were in the 


chops of the Channel, it was unknown to the Admiralty Board 
till it was caſually communicated. 'The large ſupply fo cheer- 
fully voted for the ſupport of that favourite 4 80 of the 
public ſervice, entitled the people of England to expect that avery 


formidable force, ſuperior to that of the enemy, would be at ſea 


early; and it looked but little like the neceſfary vigilance, which 
the Admiralty ſhould manifeſt on eyery occaſion during a 
war, and the information they ſhould at all times have at com- 
mand, if the enemy were ſuffered to fend a powerful fleet into 
the chops of the Channel without their knowledge, that ſuch 
an important event was even in their contemplation. He ſaid, 
as the Noble Earl had afferted that in all probability our ma- 
rine force in the Weſt Indies was ſuperior to that of France, 
he was willing to imagine that it was ſo; but ſtill he thought 
there was ſerious ground for complaint that a larger land force 
had not been ſent with Sir Charles Grey, which might have 


prevented the difaſters that had befallen us in that quarter of 


the globe, ſubſequent to the capture of Guadaloupe. He 
ſpoke of the fruitleſs fubſidies that miniſters had paid to Pruſ- 
ſia, and mentioned the loan raiſed in London for the Em- 

eror, the whole of which he ſaid had been obtained, merely 
becauſe the miniſter choſe to pledge the credit of the country 
as à guarantee and ſecurity to thoſe who adyanced the principal. 
The eaſe with which the loan was made, was, he con. 


tended, imputable ſolely to the circumſtance of the miniſter's 


having pledged the country as a collateral ſecurity, becauſe, 
when the Emperor's agents in London ſolicited a loan at a 


great intereſt, but on his ſingle ſecurity, no monied men would 
come forward to countenance it. As the Noble Earl, accord- 


ing to report, had been perfonally concerned in negotiating with 
the Emperor, be poſſibly might be able to give their Lordſhips 
fome information, that would throw light on that traufaction. 
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After adverting to a great number of the ſubjects, that have of late 
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agitated the public mind, his Lordſhip concluded with declar- 


ing, that he not only thought peace obtainable, but that it 


oupht to be endeavoured to be obtained; and, with a view to 
ſmooth the path to it, he ſhould vote for the amendment. 
Earl Spencer roſe to: explain. His Lordſhip ſaid, certain 
paſlages of the Noble Earl's ſpeech came fo directly perſonal 


to him, that he hoped the Houſe would excuſe his treſpaſſing 


again on their'patience, In what he had before ſaid, he had 
ſo far guarded himſelf as ts declare, that he had ſo recently 
come into the office in which he at prefent was placed, that 
he could not venture to ſpeak with accuracy of the ſtate of 


our marine. He had expreſſed his belief, that our force in 
the Weſt Indies was ſuperior to that of the enemy; he had 


every reaſon to believe it was. He had alſo ſaid, that he 
hoped our . fleets next year would appear more formidable 


than the country had ever before ſeen. theſe hopes were not 


lightly adopted, nor aſcertained on flight foundations: They 
reſted on rational grounds; and if the country would conſent 


to, and ſupport the neceſſary exertions for manning the 
navy, he had little doubt of their being amply realized. 
With reſpect to the negotiations with the Emperor, in which 


he had taken a public part, he was perſuaded the Noble Earl 


| knew too well the nature and neceflary ſecrecy of all matters 
of foreign embaſſy, to expect him to ſay a word on the ſubject. 


Lord Grenville made one of- the moſt able, but moſt ela- 
borate, ſpeeches we ever liſtened to. He began with noticing 


what Earl Stanhope had ſaid of the ſullen filence of minifters, 


and their obſtinate perſeverance in making Mum the order of 


the day. So far from it, he ſaid, he ſhould have held himſelf 


unpardonable if, in a moment of the greateft magnitude, and 


under circumſtances perhaps the molt. critical that this coun- 


try had ever known, he did not fully and fairly communicate 


his ſentiments to the Houſe on the arduous ſtate of affairs 


in the moſt unreſerved, ſerious, and folemn manner, A 


Our 
caſe 
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caſe at preſent. 'The objects of his Majeſty's Speech from the 
Throne to his Parliament, were. conſequently different, and 
neceſſarily demanded a very different mode of expreſſion. 
One of the moſt eſſential points to be adverted to by the 
Houſe, in order to enable them to form a correct and a. juſt 

judgment-on the 1 of the Addreſs, his Lordſhip ſaid, 


was the hiſtory of the laſt campaign, and the extraordinary 
events which the chance of war occaſionally, and ſometimes 
unexpectedly produced, as a Noble Friend of his (Lord Mul- 
grave), who had made the moſt brilliant firſt appearance in 
that Houſe that perhaps ever was remembered, had that day ſo 
ably and ſo eloquently ſhewn by his compact but comprehenſive 
ſtatement of the memorable battles in Holland, Germany, and 
Flanders, on the iſſue of which, the fate of empires had de- 
pended, and which had governed the conduct of ſome of the 
moſt powerful princes and ſtates that had at any period been 
recognized by hiſtory. The next great queſtion for their 
Lordſhips' conſideration was that which his Noble phi 
the mover of the Addreſs, had ſo ably enforced, and whic 
had been ſtated ſo correctly by another of his Noble Friends 
(Earl of Mansfield), who had entered into that part of his 
argument with that preciſion which could only be ſurpaſſed = 
by the maſterly ſtyle 'of reaſoning, and ſuperior eloquence, 
that dignified all his ſpeeches in Parliament. Their Lordſhips 
would eaſily perceive that he adyerted here to the different 
comparative ſtate of the reſources, and the internal ſituation 
of Great Britain and France; a ſituation which, when duly 
weighed and deliberately conſidered, muſt convey the ne | 
ſolid ſatisfaction to the mind of every man who had the cauſe 
of his country at heart, and who ſineerely wiſhed that it might 
ſee a ſpeedy and an honourable termination to the preſent diſſi- 
culties. His Lordſhip, to etucidate this part of his argument, 


entered into a minute and circumſtantial detail of the circum- 


ſtances attending the circulation of aſſignats, and the expenditure 
of the French during the paſt year, He quoted the publicproceed- 
ings of the Convention, their reports and authentic documents, 
as his vouchers, and ſaid the ſubject was eaſy to be underſtood, 
that it was neither complicated nor puzzling, but lay within 
the reach of ten minutes' application to the papers in queſtion. 
From ſuch authorities he proved, that the expenditure of the 
French in the two laſt years, was, at the loweſt calculation, 
equal to 160 millions ſterling per annum. He appealed to 
their Lordſhips on the probabilit of France being able to go 
on with a war, that coſt them ſuch an enormous expence, He 
adverted to the alteration that had taken place in the temper _ 
of the French rulers, The ſyſtem of terror was at an _, : 
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and there was an eſſential change in the conſtitution of the 
| Committee of Safety, which tended to enfeeble its proceedings 
and unnerve its reſolutions. . The law of the maximum and 
for the enforcement of the circulation of aſſignats being no 
longer in effect, the price of proviſions had riſen enormouſly, 
and every thing in the interior of France preſented an appearance 
of abject penury, and approaching bankruptcy. On the other 
hand, how much more conſolatory was the proſpe& of our 
own ſituation Our reſources ample, in full credit, and capa- 
ble of making the moſt vigorous exertions. After dwelling for 
a a conſiderable time on theſe topics, his Lordſhip ſuggeſted the 
impolicy as well as the diſgrace of this country humbling her- 
felf to France under ſuch circumſtances; and threadbare as the 
queſtion was, he muſt ſtill aſk thoſe who were ſo anxious for 
a premature peace, with whom were we to treat and to nego- 
| tiate ? At the beginning of the war, miniſters were recom- 
mended to treat with Briſſot, who was deſcribed. as poſſeſſing 
all the power of the government of France, and as having the 
whole maſs of the people at his nod. Soon afterwards Briſſot 
was led to the ſcaffold. Laſt year they were told that they 
might ſafely treat with Robeſpierre and his accomplices. They 
| uy ht that they would ſoon paſs away, as others had done 
| before them. That prediction, their Lordſhips well knew, had 
been fully verified, and ſo had every one of the prediCtions 
that they had ventured to make. After expatiating for à full 
hour on the ſtate of France, and the imprackicable and hopeleſs 
idea of treating for peace under the preſent circumſtances 
(obſerving, that if a peace was made, we could not venture to 
diſarm, . and had therefore better employ our ſeamen and ſoldi- 
ers in the generous exertions of war), as well as the diſgrace that 
muſt attend ſo fruitleſs an attempt, his Lordſhipended his ſpeech 
with an animated addreſs to the characteriſtic ſpirit of Englith- 
men, which had always riſen higheſt, and inſpired them with 
the greateſt ardour, in the hour of difficulty and danger. 
The Duke of Leeds roſe, he ſaid, to perform an 5 of duty 
which was extremely unpleaſant to himſelf to diſ- to 
deliver his ſincere ſentiments on the critical and arduous ſitua- 
tion of public affairs. At firſt he had thought, that, feeling 
as he did, it would be right for him not to trouble their Lord- 
ſhips with his opinion; but on better conſideration, he was 
ſatisfied that it would ho more reſpectful to their Lordſhips, 
and more conſonant to his own character, to open his mind, 
and communicate his ſentiments freely. It always was pain. 
ful to himſelf, his Grace ſaid, when he could not give his 
Majeſty's miniſters what was termed aired? ſupport but 
worded as the Addreſs was, there was a paſſage in it to which 
he could not give his conſent. Although it had been faid, that 
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it was diſloyal even to think of peace, yet he muſt confeſs, 

peace had never been out of his thoughts: He wiſhed for it 
moſt anxiouſly whenever it could be "obtained with honour; 
and nothing could be farther from his heart than an idea that 
this country ought to accept ſuch terms of peace as were not 


perfectly ſafe and hono-:rable, or offer ſuch terms to the-ene- 


my; but he could never think that it was diſhonourable to 
negotiate for ſo defirable an object as peace in alm»R any 
ſituation. Highly as he thought of ' the ability and eloquence 
with which his Nob! 1 aſs riend (Lord Guiklford) had moved 
and ſupported the Amendment, he had no ſeruple to ſay, that 
he could not vote with him for that Amendment. The part 
of the Addreſs to which he objected, were the words of tat 
part of the paragraph which made mention of the States Ge- 
neral having been led by a ſenſe of preſent difficulty to enter 
into a negotiation for peace, The words of the Addreſs to 
which he objected, were theſe, . No eſtabliſhed government, 
or independent” ſtate, can, under the prefent circumſtances, 
derive real ſceurity from fuch negotiations: On our part, th'y 
could not be attempted without ſacrificing both our honor 
and ſafety to an enemy whoſe chief animoſity is avowedly di- 
reed againſt theſe kingdoms.” This ſentence, his Grace: 
aid; tended; in his mind, to: intimate, that we could never make 
peace with France ſo long as ſhe continued a Republic; and 
his opinion was, that we had no right to trouble ourſelves 
with the internal government of any other country; that, and 
its conſtitution, were the concerns of the people of that coun- 
try, and did not neceſſarily call for aur interference. His 
Grace added ſome other arguments to enfuree his . rea- 
ſoning in recommendation of peace, 

Th» Marpnis off Abertorn upologized tos trorhling their | 
Lordi at ſo late an hour; he aſſured thei Lordſhips, that 
he was à8 heartily tired as they could be, And that, if poſſible, 
he hated along debate\worfe than an y of them; but late as it 
Was, it really was the firſt opportunity he had found; he had 
been abſent from the kingdom for ſome time, and that day the 
"attention of their Lordihips had been occupied by other and 
abler ſpeakers; © A great deal occurred to him, but he would 
"endeavour to compreſs what he had to ſay into as ſmall a com- 
paſs as he cbuld, and be as ſhort as poſſible, He would not 
inſult their Lordſhips with a complaint of a perſonal nature; 
but he had ſeen with indignation certain paragraphs in a newſo 
paper, reſpecting the conduct he ſhould hold, as falſe as they 
were ſcurrilous. He knew not by whoſe countenance and 
ſanction they had made their appearance, but nothing could 
de farther from the truth. With reſpect to the war, he was 


free to fav,” Gat he kad 3 it hat. 06h : wiſe and ne- 
| | N 


* 
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ceſſary, and, if conducted on prudent and rational principles, 


ſuch as would not only have been ſafe, but honourable. He 


had, from the firſt; held an opinion of his own reſpecting the 


molt prudent and effectual mode of carrying it on. That this 
was not : new ſentiment of his mind, fortunately did not de- 
pend on his perſonal aſſertion; he could appeal to ſeveral of 
his friends, and eſpecially to one individual, to whom every 
ſecret of his heart was known, that he had eemmunicated his 
opinion early; but, perſuaded as he was, that the war was juſt 


and neceſfary, he had yielded his judgment to that of others, and 


hitherto ſupported it in Partiament. But becauſe the war was, 
in his opinion, originally juſt and neceſſary, did it follow, that 

there was to be no difcretion, no conduct, no wiſdom, in the 
mode of carrying it on? He thought he had obſerved little or 
nothing of either; and th refore, though he certainly ſhould 


not vote for the Amend nent, he could not ſupport the Addreſs, 


which pledged the Houſe to continue it in the fame ineffectual 
manner that had hitherto been evinced, His idea with regard 
to the war had been, that this country ſhould: carry on the war 
independently, and in ſuch a manner as to promote our own 
intereſts, and co-operate and combine with the allies as often 
as opportunity and circumſtances ſhonld render ſuch co- opera- 
tion uſeful and effectual. That mode might Rl be reforted 
to, it was true; but if it had been adopted at firſt, we fhould 
have ſaved all the waſte, and all the expence. We had pro⸗ 
ceeded in a moſt improvident manner: We had made our- 
ſelves the principM in the war, and the paymaſters of all the 
world, thrufting bu money down the throats of every body, 
and forcing ſtates to defend themſelves whether they would or 
not. We had contrived to monopolize the odium of France, 
_ without having gained the eſteemn of our own allies, We 
had ſent out brave officers to be mortified and inſulted b 
thoſe allies; and out ſoldiers to be abandoned and left to perill 
in defence of their territories. After an ample and pointed 


argument, calculated to ſhew the bad conduct of the war, and 


the variety of il confequences that had enſued from it, the 


Marquis drew his ſpeech to a concluſton, by declaring, that 


as often as he confiſtendly could he would ſtill give miniſters 


his ſupport.” He then thanked the Houſ: for having indulged 


him with ſo much öf their patient hearing. 


De Duke ef | Bodford"Yald; he was Enfible of the fatigue 
their Lordſhips mit have felt from the length of the debate; 


+ 1 


but the great intereſt of the queſtion preffed him to ſtate 


a few things which had octurred to himy in conſequemee'br 
the arguments uſed Þz ſeveral Noble Lords for continuing 
a ips could not bat hear With ſatfsfar- 


the war. Their Lor 


tion, 
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their Lordſhips knew to their coſt, that 5 
them all, was more amply ſupplied, and did more execution. 
The argument on which ſo much ſtreſs had been laid, that 


have been uniformly out in their calculations, or that a ſyſtem 
of impoſition on their Lordſhips, and the Public, was regu- 


What did their Lordſſiips think of meaſures which could 
only be ſupported by hypothetical reaſoning thus equivocal _ 
and fallacious? What conſolation could their Lordſhips de- 
rive from our miſerable ſpeculations on the reſouress of a peo- 


! 


tion, as he did, from the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, that 


exertions were making in that department, on which the hopes 


of this country chiefly depended. The candour with which | 
&'on his mind no doubt of the fact, 
and he was willing to confide in the vigilance of the Noble 


theſe were announced, le 
Earl for ſpeedily realizing the expectations he had raiſed. He 


perceived much eagerneſs on one fide of the Houſe to miſtats 
the caſe, by depreciating the loſs, and magnifying the gain of 
the war. He thought the calculation very eaſy and ſimple. 
The one was juſt as real as the other was chimerical. The 


public mind was at that moment in ſuſpenſe about the fate of 
our Weſt India iſlands: And Corfica, which had attached fo 


much contempt and ridicule to his Majeſty's councils, he ap- 
prehended, inſtead of an — might become a "5 | 
a 


ſerious misfortune. It was at Jeaſt ſuch a jewel as tarniſhe 
but never could increaſe, the ſplendour of the Britiſh crown. 


The ſtatement that had been given by ſeveral Noble Lords, 


of the enemy's finances, he did not think fatisfaftory. It in- 


volved on the very face of it a palpable contradiction. Year 


after year miniſters had boldly affirmed, that the enemy would 


not be able to ſupport another campaign. Every ſucceeding 
campaign had notwithſtanding been more efficient, both in 


its proviſions and operitions, than the preecding one; and 
the laſt had excelled 


the deficiency of the enemy's reſources ed from their 
immenſe outgoings, he thought an abſurd one. He did not 
credit the premiſes; and though he had, they warranted quite 


an oppoſite concluſion. The Noble Secretary (Lord Gren- 
ville) faid, their expenditure laſt campaign amounted to one 
hundred and ſixty millions ſlerling. He doubted the aſlertion, 


as it was accompanied 4 no authentic document. Admitting 


it however to be correct, it only proved either that miniſters 


larly purſued. 


ple whoſe armies kept the field, which we and our allies con- 


reduced them, whoſe ſafety furniſhed us with the original -pre- 
text of taking part iu the quarrel, to the direful neceſſity of 


treacherouſly 


— 


ſtantly abandoned, broke and diſperſed the moſt formidable 
confederacy that ever threatened the liberties of the world; 
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Tallien and his friends ſhould periſh to-morrow by the ſime 
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treacherouſly expoſing our impotence, and leaving us the 
victims of an enemy primarily provoked on their account, and 


even now produce ſuch a fleet as inſults us on our own element, 
ſhuts up our ports, cripples our trade, and alarms our coaſts ? 


Theſe are ſuch indications of imbecility, as make Europe 
ſhake to its baſis. And what have miniſters yet in reſerve to 


- 


make us longer reject the evidence of our ſenſes, to protract 


the triumph of their pitiful deluſions, or keep up the ſpirit of 


infatuation, ſo induſtriouſly propagated among our country- 
men, in the teeth of facts thus awfully convincing? _ 


It certainly ſurpriſed him to hear the Noble Secretary pique | 


himſelf on the foreſight of his Majeſty's miniſters, who had 


been literally miſtaken in almoſt every ſurmize they had ha- 


zarded, The Rate of things for ſome time paſt had been ſuf- 
hciently fertile of predictions, both from miniſters and their 
opponents. But with the ſingle exception of repealing the 
law of the maximum, which he acknowledged miniſters fore- 


told, which, of all their other conjectures, had not been com- 


pl-tely falſifiesd by the whole courſe of ſucceeding events? 


.Þ 


Did not this ſhew how unequal they were to their ſituations, 
who had not the faculty of making ſich an-effimate of the 
preſent as enabled them to provide fof the future? It was 


this incapacity that ſhackled and enervated all the operations 


of the country, and leſt us invariably unprepared for 3 | 


emergency. He challenged their Lordthips, on the other hand, 
to produce done inftance in which thoſe he had the honour of 
acting with, had been miſtiken. Were not all their predic- 
tions as minutely verißed, as thoſe of miniſters had failed? 
Andhe appealed to their Lordſhips candour, whether the fore- 


ſight of the one ſide or other was moſt to be depended on, or 


beſt merited their Lordſhips confidence? All that had been 
ſaid about the difficulty of treating, he concetved to be no- 
thing more* than pretence. It was every way as eaſy to ne- 
gotiace with France as any vther ſtate. That country, not- 
withſtanding all' its recent convulfions, did not ſeem more in- 
cident fo -a change in its rulers than its neighbours. The 
miniſtry of none could be permanent, and there was an end 


of all treaties, if that was to be a condition which could never 


happen. But what did nations chiefly regard as the mutual 


baſis of confidence in their conditions? Not ſurely the pre- 


_carious circumſtance of viciffitude in cabinets, the intrigues 


of courtiers, or the*tiarrow and crooked policy of favourite 


ſtateſinen; but the prevailing temper and genius of the peb- 


ple. And he did not expect to be now told, that though 
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fate which overwhelmed the party of Robeſpierre, the Fr 6 ner 


could be at any loſs for leaders. e 
Tbcre was nothing, as he perceived, in the Speech, that in 
the f nalleſt meaſure determined what the object of the war 
really was, or at what ſtage of it, any hopes were to he in- 
du ged of peace. Had miniſters ſpecified diſtinctly what their 
views actually were, or ſhewn to his conviction, that they 
aimed at nothing unjuſt or unrezfonable, he would have been 
the laſt in the Houſe to oppole it, he would have given it his 


hearty approbatien, he would have ſtrained every nerve in 
_ every way Providence put in his power to promote and faci- 
litate their meaſures. But when called fo ſupport a war of 
mutual deſtruction, and of which he faw no end but in cruſh- 


ing or annihilating one or other of the parties, he had no 
option but to grapple for his own ſafety, as well and as long as 
he could, and that, he was decidedly convinced, was only to 


be obtained by the means recommended in the amendment. 


He agrecd with miniſters, that it was a bad time for making 


peace, and added, that from them ſuch a propoſition could 
never come with a good grace. But what then? The Public 


could never ſanction an eternal ſtate of hoſtility, And in all 


wars one cf the parties muſt be foiled. This, he was ſorry 


to obſe. ve, was now ous misfortune, and it became us to 


bear it with as much magnanimity as we could. But he 
could never think it any indignity, in nations more than indi- 
viduals, for the weak to yield to the ſtrong; and earneſtly 


deprecated the madneſs of obſtinately perſiſting againſt a force 


ſo eminently ſuperior, though fainting under accumulated 
burdens and loſſes, and hardly able to-meet the enemy any- 
where, in the deſperate preſumption that by ſome miraculous- 
interpoſition, or unforeſeen but favourable accident, we may 
yet ſucceed. St | No 5 


, 


It was fuggeſted, that, in the, event of peace, the country 


would be over-run with Frenchmen, who might infidiouſly 
_ undermine the preſent order of things, and effect among us 
a revolution fimilar to their own. He knew not whether 


this ſtrange inſinugtion was meant as a libet on the conſtitu- 


tion, or the peo, le, but he felt it equally diſreſpectful to both, 


The laws of the country were not fo eaſily perverted as mi- 
niſters imagined, and he thought their juſtice and impartiality 
perfecily competent to their own preſervation. And who 
doubted but the principles of Engliſhmen would always be 


proof enough againſt the influence of foreign artifice ? What 
was the plain and obvious drift of this affected apprehenſion, 
but that ſuch refugees and ſtrangers as might attempt to dif- 
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fuſe diſloyal notions in the public mind, were certain to ſuc- 
ceed, notwithſtanding the general and deep-rooted contempt 
in which it was ſo natural for our countrymen to regard them? 
Were Britons then ſo perfectly weak and credulous as to be- 


come the dupes of thoſe whom they were accuſtomed to con- 
fider as the moſt deſpicable on the face of the earth ? What- 
ever might be the opinion of miniſters, who probably were 
in the habit of depreciating and vilifying the good-natured peo- 


ple of England in proportion to their own facility and ſucceſs in 
deceiving them, he entertained a better opinion both of their 
hearts and heads, as he never. could reconcile it with common 
ſenſe, that even the loweſt. orders among us could be in any 


danger from the communications. of foreigners, of whoſe lan- 
guage they were ignorant, whoſe habits they diſliked, and 
both of whom were ſo mutually repulſive to each other, as ſel- 
dom, even on the moſt ordinary occaſions, ever to aſſociate. 
The Noble Secretary of State had ſaid, we ought to follow 
up with vigour, the generous exertions of war in which the 
country was engaged. He was at a loſs how ts conſtrue this 
odd phraſeology: It put him in mind of that jumble by which 


| ſome poets of antiquity confounded the elements of things. 


There was, at leaſt, no aſſociation or affinity between the 
ideas he had thus put together. He thought it an eaſy matter 


for miniſters and ſtateſmen to deviſe at their leiſure the means 
of ſupporting what they were pleaſed to call generous exertions, 
not with their own, but the riches and blood of. a gallant and 


unſuſpecting Public. They knew nothing of the diſtreſſes it 
occaſioned among thoſe who immediately felt its preſſures, of 
being violently torn from their familics, or of leaving them 
deſtitute and miſerable, and of having all the cruelties, hard- 
ſhips, and horrors of a military life impoſed upon them, in- 
ſtead of the quiet domeſtic habits in which they were born 
and bred. To theſe direful extremities, thouſands of their 
fellow-creatures are daily conſigned by their order. They 


preſcribe the duty, but others mult ſet the example. All the 


difficulty or inconvenience which falls upon them is, to make 


out a plauſible caſe for public inſpection, or make the beſt 


apology they can when. their conduct is cenſured or arraigned. 
But was not this being [generous at the expence of others, 


 wantonly ſporting with the lives of others, and a liberalty in 


the effuſion of blood not their own? He would, however, 
venture to aſſure them, that, for ſuch generous exertions as 


| theſe, they would not have the bleſſing of the widow, or the 


fatherleſs ; the approbation of their own hearts, or that of any 
thinking, ſober, or good mind. N fed SIE 
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He could not help taking notice how differently miniſters. 
now ſpoke from their former manner of expreſſing themſelves 
in that Houſe, Their Lordſhips heard no more of that high- 
ſounding language affected on the commencement of laſt cam- 
paign. Miniſters, as it was ſhrewdly ſuggeſted they would, 
were now compelled to lower their tone. He hoped, whatever 
events might occur, they would not ſoon forget how much 
they had been humbled. And he pledged himſelf, that if ever 
- they did break out again, he ſhould take the liberty of calling 
on his Noble Friends [looking at ſome Oppoſition Lords 
who fat near him] to be their remembrancers, and to put 
them in mind of their preſent embarraſſment. It was what he 
preſumed ought to teach them moderation and decency as long 
as they lived. | N „„ Ps 
Their Lordſhips, he ſaid, were now particularly called to 
obſerve, that in the very criſis of fo general a deſertion among 
our allies, miniſters betrayed a more than ordinary propenſity 
for proſecuting a project, which none in the world deemed prac- 
ti cable but themſelves. They probably bluſhed to be longer 
found in a comp any they had but lately been fo ſolicitous to join. 
In truth, there was but little credit aceruing from ſuch aſſo- 
ciates. Their Lordihips needed but caſt their eyes to Poland, 
to be convinced their tendęereſt mercies are horrid cruelty. 
There, ſcenes of barbarity had been recently acted enough to 
make every perſon of the leaſt humanity ſhudder, as were 
never precedented by any occurrence either ſcen or heard of 
in the hiſtory of the world; even {till more black and atroci- 
ous than the ſucceſſion of bloody tragedies which diſtinguith- 
ed the flagitious and ſanguinary uſurpation of Robeſpierre. 
Their Lordſhips would be ſurpriſed and ſhocked to be told, 
that theſe horrid exceſſes were committed under the pretext 
of ſupporting religion, ſociety, and regular government. 
They would wonder ſtill more when they underſtood that 
they were ſanctioned by the conſent of ſtates in alliance with 
ours, and they could not but feel indignant that any part of 
our revenue ſhould be appropriated or proſtituted, only by 
report, in abetting and aiding a conteſt which merits the ex- 
efration and abhorrence of all mankind, . 
Tord Darnley reminded their Lordihips, that he had taken 
the liberty of delivering his ſentiments on the ſubject of the 
War on the firſt day of the laſt Seſſion. He then ſaid, he thought 
the war juſt and neceſſary, and he was ſtill of opinion that it 
ought to be proſecuted with the utmoſt energy and vigour; 
and that after an unfortunate campaign it was not a favourable 
opportunity for treating with a view to peace, even if there 
were a regular governing power in France to treat ww 
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which obviouſly was not the cafe at preſent. For theſe reaſons 
he would vote for the Addreſs ; and he muſt ſay, that he was of 
opinion that the Noble Duke [Leeds] miſconceived the paſlage 
of which he had complained, as he did not think it meant 
that this country was not to treat with France while ſhe con- 
tinued a Republic; but merely that the preſent circumſtances 
were unpropitious to negotiation. Wich regard to the ſyſtem 
of the war, he agreed with the Noble Marquis, that, if the 
ſyſtem was not adapted to the nature of the caſe, it ought to 
be amended ; and he had no doubt but it would be amended. 
Tord Grenwlle: roſe to take notice only of two matters al- 
luded to by two Noble Dukes, which he conceived required 
a ſingle word of explanation. He did aſſure his Noble Friend 
near him (the Duke of Leeds), that the paſſage in the Speech, 
to which he had objected, was not intended to convey the 
meaning which he had conceived it imported, viz. that Great 
Britain was. by thoſe words pledged never to make peace with 
France while ſhe cortinued a Republic: Nor had any part of 
his argument that day warranted the concluſion drawn from 
it by the Noble Duke who had ſpoken lately; or that by fair 
conſtruction it could be confidered as.amounting to a declaration, 
that his Majeſty's miniſters were determined not to make peace 
with the French under any circumſtances. 8 
The queſtion was put on the Amendment, when the Houſe 
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The Addreſs was then agreed to. | 
The Houſe having adjourned- during pleaſure, in order to 
ſhape the motion into the form of an Addreſs; as ſoon as it 
was reſumed, and the Addreſs reported, it was ordered to be 
preſented to his Majeſty in the uſual form. 
Earl Stanhope then roſe, and ſaid, as he had obſerved much 
difference of opinion reſpecting the obtainment of peace, in 
the courſe of the debate, which induced him to believe that 
many of their Lordſhips were ſincere well-wiſhers for that ob- 
ject; in order therefore to ſmooth the way, he defired to 
give notice of a motion which he would bring forward on 
Friday; and as in the courſe of the laſt: ſeſſion he had been 
told from the Woolſack, that when any Noble Lord gave 
notice of his intention to make a motion on a future day, it was 


expected that he ſhould ſtate the object of it; he would * ; 
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their Lordfhips, that his motion would be to the following 5 
purport: 

« That this my has no right to interfere i in the inter- 

nal government, or with the conſtitution, of France,” 

The Lord Chancellor told his Lordthip, that as there was 
no buſineſs before the Houſe, it was the intention to een 
to Tueſday. | 

Earl Stanhope ſaid, he muſt inſiſt upon his Fg as he had 

mentioned F riday to ſeveral Noble Lords who had left . 
one. 
\ On the queſtion W n to be bat; Lord 8 
moved, by way of amendment, to leave out the word 
* F riday,” and inſert the word “ Tueſday,” which being 
carried, the Lords were ordered to be fummoned tor "Tueſday, 


| The following are the Names of the Peers who voted for 
the Amendment to the Addreſs. 


Duke of Bedford Ear] Stanhope Earl of Albemarle 
Marquis of Lanſdown Earl of Thanet Earl of Guildford 

' Earl of Derby Earl of Puckinghamſhire Earl of Suffolk 
Earl of Tankerville Earl of Egmont Lord Chedworth 


The next day (Wedneſday, Dec. 31) the Lords preſented 
their Addreſs to his Majeſty at St. James's ; to which his Majeſty 
was pleaſed to return the ies moſt gracious Anſwer ; 
% My Lords, | 
& I thank you for this very loyal and dotiful Addreſs, and particu. 
4 larly for your congratulations. to me on the Spproaehing manage of 
© my ſon the Prince of Wales. | 
he expreſſions of your zeal for the honour f my crown, and for 
* the profperity and ſafety of my people, and your aſſurances of con- 
*« currence and ſupport in that- line ef conduct from which alone, in 
„the actual ſituation of affairs, we can derive either preſent ſecurity, 
or future tranquillity, cannot but- be highly ſatisfactory to me. The 585 
„ firmneſs and .perſeverance of Parliament, and the ſpirit and energy 
« of my people, will, I doubt not, lead to a e eee and ſucceſsful 
% — termination of this great canteſt.”? PA * ha 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TvesDar, Dec. 30. 


The Speaker, as 565 was ſummoned, as ſoon as the King 
| was ſeated on the mie in the Houſe of Peers, to attend his 
- Majeſty, with the Houſe of Commons; and after hearing the 
King IJ een on 1 the Parliament, returned, diſrobed, 
and 7 
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and having taken the chair, ſtated to the Houſe the ſeveral 
writs that, in purſuance of his legal authority, he had cauſed 
to be iſſued for the election of Burgeſſes, &c. to fill the ſeats 
vacated during the receſs. KS ACTI RE wel 
Several new members were ſworn in, and took their places: 
The Speaker then, according to uſual cuſtom, held up the 
« Bill for the proſecuting of Clandeſtine Outlawries;“ and 
proceeding to read it for the firſt time, was opening the bre- 
viate for that purpoſe, whe he put the queſtion, © "That this 
Bill be now read.. e 55 | 
Ar. Sheridan immediately rofe, and ſaid, he was ſorry to 
preſent himſelf ro the Chair at that unuſual moment, but par- 
ticular circumſtances made it abſolutely neceſſary. He was 
_ compelled to ſtate ſome objections to a proceeding which had 
commonly paſſed without any obſervation—he meant the 
_ queſtion then before the Houſe, via. Whether © the Bill to 
prevent Clandeſtine Outlawries be now read?“ He objected 
to ee ms queſtion upon this ground: It had been the uni- 
form practice of the Houſe to read that Bill on the opening of 
every Seſſion of Parliament, before they proceeded to take 
his Majeſty's Speech into conſideration; this he underſtood to 
be a cuſtom for the purpoſe of expreſſing the right of the 
Houſe of Commons to proceed to any buſineſs that they thought 
proper, previous to taking into conſideration the Speech from 
the Throne. He thought this right not an uſeleſs, barren trifle, 
but a right to be inſiſted upon upon (neceſſary occaſions for 
any practical good purpoſe. — He conceived the opportunity 
was come for aſſerting that right, and this he did by way of 
enforcing the principle in the ſtrongeſt manner poſſible. With 
that view, he muſt object in form to the reading of the Bill 
propoſed to be read, in order to introduce a motion upon 
another ſubject. _ They were called upon ſeriouſly to adviſe. 
his Majeſty, in a time the moſt extraordinary, in a ſituation 
the moſt critical aud alarming, upon a ſubject of the utmoſt 
importance to this country at large, as well as to every mem- 
ber of that Houſe; and, before they could ſay they were in a 
proper ſituation to give fit advice to his Majeſty, in a free, 
fair, and impartial manner, it was effentially neceſſary that 
they ſhould themſelves be free, which could not with any 
colour of reaſon be ſaid to be the caſe while the Habeas Corpus 
Act remained ſuſpended. - His object therefore was, after this 
queſtion was negatived, to move for leave to bring in a Bill 
to repeal the Act of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, which 
ſuſpended the Habeas Corpus Act. He was confident there 
could be no objection from miniſters to this mode of proceed- 
ing, unleſs they would aſſert, that there does exiſt at this 
„ 38 „„ "= 2. JHOUITNT 
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moment the fame paramount neceſſity as that on which they 
grounded the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, thereby 
depriving every Engliſhman of a right which is moſt dear to 
him. If he was told, that the Bill which he now wiſhed to 


repeal had but a very ſhort time to run; or, if he ſhould be 2 


told it was not intended to be renewed; he would anſwer, that 
he would not ſuffer ſuch a Bill to die a natural death; that 
he would not wait a month, a week, a day, or a ſingle mo- 
ment, after the meeting of Parliament, without calling on 
that Houſe to act as independent, fair, honourable, and free: 
agents for the Public; but would defend: thoſe rights of the 
People which had been invaded by miniſters, but which 
rights, the People, if fairly left to the exerciſe of them, would 
never abuſe. He concluded with ſaying, that, unleſs the 
Houſe ſhould teſtify a diſinclination to the meaſure, he ſhould 
move for leave to bring in «a Bill, to repeal the Act of the laſt 
Seſſion of Parliament for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act.“ 
Mr. Secretary Dundas objected to this mode of proceeding ; 
he ſaid, that, with regard to the Bill for the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, the Houſe would have a future oppor:u- 
nity of conſidering that point; all that ought regularly to be 
ſaid now, was, that it was a point not fo clear as the eee 
able Gentleman affected to ſtate it; but was one which would 
require much conſideration of the Houſe. He was ready 
however to declare, there did not appear to him any reafon for 
altering his opinion upon that ſubject ; and unleſs he heard very 
Nrong reaſons to the contrary, he ſhould continue to be of 
opinion, that the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act ought 
to remain, and even to be renewed. At any rate, he muſt 
object to any further diſc uſſion of that ſubject at preſent, be- 
cauſe the diſcuſſion was premature. IT 
Mr. Jehkylaid, he had felt ſatisfaction from what he had 
heard, for it gave him information on a very material point, 
that the miniſters had made up their minds for the renewal of 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act. He expected from 
the. candour of the Right Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke _ 
laſt, that he ſhould not have inſiſted now on the propriety of 
continuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act without 
aſſigning fome reaſon for it. The object was, that the Houſe 
ſhould not continue ſhackled; but by continuing this Bill it 
was as much as telling the Houſe, You ſhall not be unbound, 
you thall not be unfettered, you ſhall not be entitled to think 
until February. next. Good God! were the Houſe to feel 
themſelves reſpected by ſuch conduct? He feared they were 
not, by this and ſome other conduct in which miniſters bore 
a conſiderable part. This led him to think on many events, 


and 
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and particularly on thoſe of the late trials for High Treaſon. 
There never was a time which called for ſtrict inquiry into the 
conduct of miniſters more than the preſent did. The H 

on the ſuggeſtion of certain perſons, declared there exiſted a 


plot in this country,” thereby in a great meaſure prejudging and 


preventing the fair operation of the Grand Jury. Perſons 
were accuſed on that occaſion, and many things were publiſh»: 
ed againſt the accuſed, and even threats held out in papers 
well known to be under the influence of Government, in order 
to bring about a verdict contrary to the good ſenſe, the honour, 
and the juſtice of the jury who tried the indictments. Their 
verdicts, however, were well known; and the practical in- 
ference from theſe trials was, that there never exiſted any ſuch 
plot as was ſtated to exiſt, and that there was no occaſion for 
ſhutting up individuals for ſix months upon ſueh charges as had 
been preferred againſt them. But he hoped the day would 
come when ſuch practices would be fairly examined, and when 
the moſt abominable inferences of treaſonable intent, and all 
chat new-fangled ſpecies of treaſon which had been intro 
duced, and which was unknown to the law of this country, 
would be refuted in that Houſe, in the manner they deſerved. 


A Member on the Treaſury fide of the Houſe ſaid, he 


| ſhould oppoſe the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Curpus Act when 
the proper time came for diſcuſſing it; but that be could not 
agree to any departure from the uſual mode of proceeding on 
the firſt day of the Seſſion, more eſpecially at a period when. 
She A ar that might admit of a conſtruction diſreſpectful to 


his ajeſty ought to be avoidec. i 
Mr. Solicitor General (Mr. Mitford) ſaid, although it had 


been aſſerted, that a jury had determined that no plot: or con- 
ipiracy exiſted in this country to juſtify the ſuſpenſion of the 


= 
Habe Corpus Act; ſo far was he from agreeing in that 


aſſertion, that he was ready to declare, the evidence or. the 


trials alluded to, proved beyond the poſſibility of a doubt, 
the exiſtence of that conſpiracy. The verdicts he conſidered 
to amount only to this, that the perſons tried could not be 
tried again for the fame act; but ſo far from negativing a con- 
piracy, the evidence of one of the parties who had been ag- 


cuſed, and who, after his being acquitted, was examined on 


another trial (he meant Mr. John Horne Tooke), exprefsly 
ayowed the exiſtence of that conſpira x. | ö 
Ar. Branlling called Mr. Mitford to order. He ſaid, that 
ſitting as an independent member in that Houſe, he could 


not hear the rights of juries thus reviled; he thought ſuch - 


reflections extremely diſorderl yr 


c 5. op 


ouſe had, 
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The Speaker ſaid, that there was no correct objection to 
what Mr. Mitford had been ſtating, and that the call to order 
Was improper, as the Hon. and Learned Gentleman had not 
deviated from the rule of order. | 4 


_ The Solicitor General proceeded to the verdicts upon the 
late trials for High Treaſon, and repeated, that he _ conceived 
the effect of them to be nothing more than that the perſons 
acquitted by them ſhould. not be tried again for the ſame 
offence. With reſpect to a queſtion of conſpiracy, it was of 


ſuch a nature that certain pexſons might be tried and acquitted, 
and others found guilty, upon the ſame charge in one indict- 


ment. He muſt repeat again, that what paſſed at the trial 
was ſo far from negativing a conſpiracy, that it had proved 


it beyond a doubt. The evidence on theſe trials proved. 


every fact alleged in the Report of the Committee of that 
Houſe; and ſeveral other perſons, beſide himſelf, viewed 


the exiſtence of the*conſpiracy in the ſame light that he did. 


The jury, however, did not ſee it in that light. What 


appeared to him to be perfectly clear and intelligible, did 
not ſeem ſo: to them who were not ſo well informed of 
the facts as he was. (A very loud cry of Hear ! Hear !)— 


He proceeded to declare that nothing ſhould deter him from 


doing what he conceived to be his duty. He felt that the fitu- 


ation of this country was indeed a ſcrious one; and he knew 
that thers were men in this country who would join perſons 


whoſe proceedings they did not approve, in order to ſerve their 
own particular purpoſes. He gave a detailed account of tlie 
addreſſes from certain Societies in England to the National 
Convention of France. He made a varicty of obſervations 
upon the rights of Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, 


as inſiſted upon by many of the Members of ſuch Societies. 


He alſo quoted from the work of a popular author the paſſage 


which ſaid “ Let Univerſal Suffrage be once eſtabliſhed, and 
Monarchy and Ariſtocracy will be but as duſt in the balance.” 
The*tendency of ſuch doctrines was, he declared, evidently 
hoſtile, not to this only, but to every well-regulated Govern- 
ment. 5 


Mr. Mainwaring ſaid he thought the Learned Gentleman 


was going beyond the rules and orders of the Houſe. 


© The Speaher was of opinion, that as the point in diſpute ori- 


ginated from an obſervation that no plot now exiſted in this 


country, and as the obſervations of the Learned Gentleman 


tended to maintain that ſuch a plot did exiſt, he could not be 


laid in ſtrictneſs to have departed from the rule of order. 
Mr. Fox obſerved, that, firit of all, with reſpect to the 


i Shad of doing any thing at preſent with regard to che 
Vill for 1vſpending the Habegs Corps Act, the Houſe would 
5 5 0 7, 06 
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ſee the motion intended to be made by his Hon. Friend ought 
not to be objected to. The Houſe, for the purpoſe of aſſert- 

ing their own dignity and independence, and not from a deſire 

of ſhewing diſreſpect to the Crown, for that would at all times 
be improper in the Houſe. of Commens, had proceeded to 
read a Bill, or do any other act, previous to taking the Speech 
from the Throne into their conſideration. This they had done 
originally ſor eſtabliſhing, and afterwards for continuing, a right 
rhich inconteſtably belonged to them; and it was a right they 
mould continue to enjoy, — it was beneficial to the Pub- 
lig.“ That being the view he had of the ſubject, he conſeſſed 
. chatall the debate which had ariſen on the obſervation of his 
Hon. Friend was fſtriQly regular; for it certainly was as re- 
gular for one perſon to aſſert, as it was for another to deny 
the exiſtence of a plot. He liſtened with great attention, as 
he ought to do, to what he heard from the Solicitor General; 
and indeed he was induced to ſuppoſe, from his arguments, that. 
he did not believe there was a plot exiſting ; but, as he aſſert- 
edit, it ought not to be denied to be his opinion. The Learned 
Gentleman had given his own opinion on theſe trials, and he 
had alſo taken notice of the deciſion of the jury. In giving 
his own opinion, even although his arguments ſhould be againit. 
it, he had a right to ſtate it as his opinion: But it did not 
appear that the jury had given him any authority to ſay any 
thing for them. Wich regard to the verdict of acquittal of a 
jury, Mr. Fox ſaid, he underſtood it to be, in the language of 
the conſtitution of this country, an eſtabliſhment of the inno- 
cence of the accuſed; a complete juſtification of the perſons 
indicted. But he had heard language that night which was to 
him entirely new; for he had been told, that the verdict of 
acquittal was no more than that the accuſed party ſhould not 
be tried again. That was a definition of law which tended to 
annihilate a privilege which was the ſureſt bulwark of our con- 
titution, and confound every diſtinction between guilt and in- 
nocence; he truſted therefore he ſhould never hear that doctrine 
again, even from the colleagues of that Learned. Gentleman. 
He had not the good fortune to hear his ſpeech. on the late 
trials, but there appeared to him, from what he had heard of 
that ſpeech, to be a repetition of conſiderable parts of it to- 
night. The Learned Gentleman had inſiſted on the exiſtence. 
of a treaſonable plot, becauſe;it appeared that thefe were ſome 
perſons who withed for Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parlia- 
ments; and becauſe Addreſſes had been preſented to the 
French Conyention, or becauſe any of theſe perſons held opi-, 
nions, upon political ſubjects contrary;to:thoſe of the Learned 
Gentleman. It was thus the doctrine of conſtructive treaſon” 
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E ſupport ſuch plots; and therefore, to avoid the — of 
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in any place where the publication of opinion was important, 
might in time be inſiſted upon as the law of the land. The 
Learned Gentleman ſaid, that the evidence upon the trials 
proved the exiſtence of a treaſonable plot: He might think 
10; but did the jury think fo? . Moſt unqueſtionably they did 

not. The jury had the advantage of hearing the ſpeech of 


that Learned Gentleman, but it did not convince them; and, 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he believed it would have had no better effect 
upon himſelf. The Learned Gentleman ſaid he waz better 
informed than the Jury: But it did not appear from that ob- 

ſervation, that the Learned Gentleman had communicated that 


ſuperior knowledge; either on the trials on that occaſion, or 


to the Houſe on this. Mr. Fox took notice of the acquittalss 
of Mr. Hardy, Mr. 'Tooke, Mr. Thelwall, and all the other 
gentlemen, who had been indicted as authors of a treaſonable 
conſpiracy and plot, on which it had been maintained in that 
Houſe, that extraordinary ſteps ought to be talen. 
The jury had negatived the exiſtence of that conſpiracy and 
plot, by finding them all Not Guilty. — That jury were not men 


vho had favours to aſk of Government they were not place- 


men or penſioners, not men who ſat as Members in that Houſe 
agrecing to the Report of a Committee, and afterwards voting 
for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, and then, perhaps, 


* 


within a month, called to the Houſe of Peers. No; they were 


men who honeſtly and  conſerentiouſly performed their duty, 


and he believed they performed it well, to the ſatisfaction of 
the Public; and happy indeed it was for the people of this 
country that their lives and characters, and every thing they 

held moſt dear, were in ſuch hands. How then ſtoed the caſe? 

A Committee of that Houſe had declared there exiſted a trea- 
ſonable conſpiracy in this country; the jury, by their verdict, 
had denied its exiſtence. He did not aſk the proſecutors whe- 
ther they were ſatisfied of the exiſtence of a plot; he dared ſay 
they were; but he would aſk a jury, and they would anſwer 
him there was no ſuch plot. And was it the opinion of a. 
Crown Lawyer or the opinion of an Engliſh Jury, with regard 
to the character of an individual, whole conduct had come 
under judicial inveſtigation, that the Houſe would prefer? With 
theſe reflections, he thought his Honourable Friend judicious 


in calling the attention of the Houſe as early as poſſible to the 
fubject ; for, if time were given, freſh plots, new falſe alarms 
and conſpiracies, might be reſorted to and brought up to anfwer 
the fame purpoſes as the laſt. They would call out their new 


John Nokes and Thomas Stiles, and all the herd of their ſpies, 


uch 
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ſuch evils recurring, it was eſſential that no time ſhould be loſt; L 
This was a ſubject on which thoſe who felt for the conſtitution if 
as they ought, would conſider gravely, and the more eſpeci- „ 
ally as doctrines incompatible with the ſtatute of Edward the BY 
Third, or with the ſafety of the people, had been maintained 1 
on the law of Treaſon, by Advocates, whoſe learning and im- 4 fn 
portance carried with their opinion almoſt as much weight as if = 
coming from the Bench, and one of whom appeared to have = 
combined the authority of a Judge with the character of an 1 
Advocate. It was a point therefore, which could not be tos i 
ſoon or too ſeriouſly diſcuſſed; for it was alarming indeed to 1 
hear that, on ſuch pretences, the Habeas Corpus Act was to be $a 
again ſuſpended, 4 it had been proved already that the very 1 
cCauſe for that ſuſpenſion had been ideal, and did not exiſt. _ 
Mr. Fox, after an ample diſcuſſion of the ſubject of the late "bb 
trials for treaſon, the hardſhips the parties accuſed had ſuffer- bs 
eds, and the harſh meaſures that had been roms by Govern= EH 
ment on the ſubject, concluded with profeſſing his readineſs to 1 
diſcuſs the ſubject at length, whenever it came in a formal man- 1770 
ner before the Houſe; Ling if his Hon. Friend ſhould perſiſt in _— 
making his motion that night, he ſhould vote in its favour. _ 
Mr. Sergeant Adair ſaid; he would not enter at large into the 1 4 
ſubject ; but ſome things he had heard that night from his 1 
Right Honourable Friend, made it impoſſible for him to fit "0 
| filent. He had had a ſhare in the conduct of the proſecutions . [BY 


_ alluded to, and he ſhould not ſhelter himſelf under the duty or 
the character of an Advocate; he was ready to deliver his opi- 
nion freely in that Houſe upon that ſubject, whenever it ſnould 
be diſcuſſed at full length, or even on a judicial Bench. He did not, 
upon the late trials, find himſelf at liberty, in cauſes in which © 
the lives of his fellow- ſubjects were at ſtake, to uſe the ſame 
liberties of expreſſion which he often employed in cafes where 
only the property of individuals was concerned. Let him aſk, 
was not the Addreſs to the National Convention, hailing them 
_ upon the abolition of Royalty, and exprefling their hopes that in 
⁊ ſhort time the people of England would receive ſimilar congra- 
tulations from France, treaſon againſt the conſtitution ? Did 
not the calling of a Convention, encouraging the people to ex- 
pect redreſs Sons their own laws, argue the exiſtence of a con- 
| ſpiracy? Were not arms provided, and the people exerciſed to 
military duty? Was not the doctrine of reſiſtance preached 
| . not in the abſtract, but applied to the exiſting circum- 
ſtances of this country? and eould they conceive ſuch meaſures 
to be adopted, and no defign to have been concerted againſt 
the liſe of the King, or the Conſtitution of the Country? He 
dlid not agree therefore with his Right Honourable Friend as t6 
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the conſtitutional operation of a verdict of acquittal in a Court 
of Juſtice. - His Right Honourable Friend had ſaid that ſuch 
an acquittal was a complete eſtabliſhment of innocence, and a 
completejuſtification of the accuſed. Solittle did he think that to 
be the caſe, that no perſon was bound to come to that concluſion 


for himſelf in that Houſe. Out of the Houſe it was unqueſ- | 


tionably every man's duty not to arraign the verdict of any jury; 
but in that Houſe there was no ſuch injunction when the ſub- 
ject came to be diſcuſſed. Neither the preſumption. of com- 
mon ſenſe, nor any rule of legiſlative diſcuſſion, required that 
any Member of that Houſe ſhould agree in declaring that a 
perſon, was wholly andentirely innocent of an offence laid to 
His charge, becauſe he ſtood acquitted in a Court of Juſtice. 
As well might it be-ſaid that an houſe-breaker, a highwayman, 
ora pick-pocket, acquitted at the Seſſion-houſe in the Old Bailey, 
was as fair, pure, and honourable a character as his Right Ho- 
nourable Friend, merely becauſe, .by the technical rules and 
forms of a Court of Law, he ſhould be entitled to his acquittal. 
Every man accuſtomed to attend Courts of Juſtice, knew 
that many guilty men were acquitted; not becauſe: any real 
doubts might be entertamed of their guilt, but becauſe they 
were entitled to that acquittal by the ſtri& rules of legal evi- 
dence. He obſerved he did not expect to hear it argued, that 
merely on an acquittal, and without attending to any other 
circumſtances, the accuſed party muſt he conſidered as purely 
innocent. He ſhould not arraigu the verdict of a, jury any 
where elſe, nor did he_with to ſay any thing upon the ſubject. 
The jury were conſtituted as they ought to be conſtituted; 
they were nominated by the Sheriff, in the uſual form, and 
returned. On the time for proceeding to the challenyes, a 
vaſt number of them appeared to be diſqualified, ſcarcely 
enough attending to allow the priſoner his peremptory chal- 
lenges, and the Crown the challenges in the form of Jaw re- 
quired... The jury need not be clearly ſatisfied. of the entire 
znnocence of the party accuſed, in order to acquit him: If 
there. was a doubt in their mind, that doubt was ſufficient 
ground for their acquittal. But would any man ſay, that be- 
cauſe, upon ſuch a doubt, they might acquit, therefore there 
was no ground for the charge, or 2 the party was entirely 
innocent? % Ü 
It had been ſaid, that doctrines of High: Freaſon, which 
were dangerous te the law, had been maintained on the late 
trials. He knew not to whom in particular that obſervation 


was directed. He was ready to take the reſponſibility on him 


ſelf for what he had ſaid upon theſe trials. He alſo had noticed 
much of what had been faid by others; and in no inſtance 
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did there appear to him any thing that could warrant ſuch an 
obſervation. The two Learned Gentlemen who: took the lead 
in the proſecutions, had ſo conducted themſelves as to river 
his eſteem to them for ever. He concluded with obſerving, 

_ that he ſhould have ſat filent, if he had not heard ſome doc-- 
trines, which, in his opinion, ought to be refuted, eſpecially 
as they came from an authority ſo juſtly and ſo highly re- 
etedr 989 19959744 £7 rid gud © rf; C 
| M9 Fox roſe to explain. He ſaid, he could never ſpeak of 

the Hon. and Learned Gentleman, but with reſpect. No reſpe& 
or eſteem, however, which he might have for him ſhould bias his 
opinion upon any fubject. But it was certainly to him that he. 
alluded, as combining the authority of a Judge with the charac- 
ter of an Advocate. He ſhould certainly not have made the al- 
luſion, if he did not think his dectrines hoſtile to the con- 
{titution. He did not mean to inſinuate that the Learned Ser- 
jeant had delivered any opinion as an Advocate, which he 
(Mr. Adair) did not believe to be a juſt one. Notwithſtand- 
ing that, Mr. Fox obſerved, that nothing ſhould deter him 
from delivering his own, the more eſpecially upon points that 
involved every thing that can be dear to every honeſt man in 
this country. He muſt therefore declare, that much of the 
doctrine maintained on the late trials for High Treaſon. was 
_ contrary, as it appeared to him, to the letter and to the ſpirit 
of the Act of Parliament of the 25th of Edward III. and, as 
far as he had enamined, not warranted: upon any good legal 
authority; a doctrine which he knew to be incompatible with 
the ſpirit of any good law, and which he believed to be diſ- 
guſting to the moſt enlightened independent people of Great 
Britain. With reſpect to the effect of the verdict of the jury, 
all he had pronounced was the opinion of the jury: They 
had expreſſed no doubts, and he knew of none: Therefore 
he took it as it appeared, that the accuſed were innocent, be- 
cauſe they were pronounced Nor Guilty. He had no dithculty 
in ſaying, his opinion coincided with that of the jury. If 
there was any difference, it was only that he thought they 
ſhould have told the prifoners, “ You need not enter upon your 
defence, you are aequitted, becauſe the evidence far the Crown | 
as Mane.“ v : 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he would not advert to 
much of what he had heard upoh this ſubject on the other 
fide, becauſe proper anſwers had been given to moſt of the 
arguments already. He wiſhed the Houſe to recollect what 
the queſtion Was, Which was now before them.” It was per- 
fectly true that, in Point of form, a Bill thould be read previ- 
ous to tlie entering on the diſcution of the Speech from the 
ie | = Throne, 
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Throne, and therefore 2 motion for it was always made, but 
it was always a motion of form, and he believed it would be 

difficult to find, in the courſe of practical buſineſs, an in- 
ſtance where this was any thing but the form of preſerving 
an ancient and important right of the Houſe of Commons. 
No doubt could be entertained of the right which the Houſe- 


had to enter upon ſerious buſineſs previous to the diſcuſſion 


of his Majeſty's Speech; but this was a right which was only 
to be uſed in cafes of extreme urgence. What was the 


caſe here? An Hon. Gentleman had ſaid that a certain Bill, 


the operation of which ſuſpended the Habeas Corpus Act, ought 


to be repealed immediately. What reaſon was there for re- 
pealing it juſt at that time? There could be none, unleſs it 


vas meant to be alleged, that what Parliament had acted upon, 
after due deliberation, had been diſproved ; or that the con- 


duct of Government had been ſo reprehenſible that they had 
manifeſtly abuſed the diſcretion which had been entruſted to 


Mould any of the Honourable Gentlemen on the other fide 
take theſe grounds, and juſtify either of theſe propoſitions ? 
They ſaid the Jury had negatived the exiſtence of a plot. In 
his opinion they had done no ſuch thing. They had negatived 
the exiſtence of the charge, upon the proof exhibited within 
the line of law, in the manner and form ſtated in the indict» 
ment; they had not diſproved the exiſtence of the ſerious _ 
grounds of alarm, or negatived that part of the charge which 
| | 2 ſuſpenſion of the Ha- 
Seas Corpus Act, namely, that theſe perſons were parties to a 
conſpiracy, if not of treaſon, to a crime as great in moral 
guilt, and as dangerous to the r 
ment, and to the tranquillity of the country, as treaſon, or 
nanny other offence, poſſibly could be. The verdict of acquittal, 


ad been the reaſon and cauſe of t 


ts and privileges of Parlia- 


therefore, was not to be conſidered concluſive evidence to the 
ſatisfaction of the Houſe, that the Bill for ſuſpending the Ha- 


bea Corpus Act ought to be repealed. He was for one pre- 


pared to argue that all the ſubſtantial grounds (he ſpoke not 


of formal or technical treaſon, but of that ſpecies of moral 


guilt and dangerous tendency which made precaution neceſ- 


fary, and which he believed in the opinion of the world at 
large was as deſtructive to the ſtate as any treaſon what- 
ever) were proved upon theſe trials. Whether it would 


* 


be neceſſary to continue the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Carpus 


Act, he would not then argue, becauſe it was not then necef- 


fary to argue it. He could not, however, leave it without 
ſayi er, he ſaw no reaſon for abandoning the caution which 
giſlature had provided. He muſt alſo add, that if 7 

£8 9 ä 
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the Public, guilty of a deſign as dangerous as any that ever 
was attempted, which did not come within the degree of pu- 
niſhment that the law at preſent provides, Parliament would 
then do wiſely to conſider whether more or leſs precaution to 
prevent ſuch miſchief ſhould be adopted. He would not anti- 
cipate what the deciſion of the Houſe would be upon that 
ſubject; nor would he then declare his opinion on it. But 


he would not admit the-queſtion to have been decided on the 
certain grounds,. and particularly the high tone which had 
been adopted that day. He then proceeded to juſtify the 


officers of Governmenr as to the length of the confinement 


of the perſons who ſtood charged, and contended that they 


. ſuffered no hardſhips to which they would not have been ſub- 
| jected, under the charges exhibited againſt them, if the Habeas 
Corpus Act had never been ſuſpended. He obſerved that 
Government were juitified in the accuſations they made againſt 
them on the evidence which they had an opportunity of hear- 
ing; they could but hear one fide, the defence was not open 
to them. On what they heard, theſe perſons were committed, 
regularly charged by their indictments, and theſe indict- 
ments were found true bills by the grand jury. No higher 
juſtification could be had, and that he conſidered as an ample 
and ſufficient anſwer to all complaints againſt the accuſations. 
Under all theſe circumſtances, there was nothing which could 
or ought to decide the mind of any impartial man againſt the 

continuance and renewal of the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus Act. It was a meaſure now as much as ever a neceſ- 
ſary proviſion for the public fafety. But leaving all theſe 
points behind, there was nothing, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer ſaid, in what had been urged that night, that ought 
to induce the Houſe not to proceed to buſineſs, on which the 


public attention was earneſtly fixed, and to dephrt from the 


ordinary mode of the proceedings of the Houſe, 


Mr. Lambton ſaid, he conſidered the verdict of a jury in 


acquicting any perſon charged with a crime, to be concluſive 
evidence in juſtice, in morals, and in common ſenſe, and a 
complete juſtification of innocence. He expreſſed great 
indignation at ſome of the doctrine delivered that night 
from the miniſterial ſide of the Houſe, and declared that after 
what he had heard he ſhould not be ſurpriſed to hear it pro- 
poſed from that 

this country. 


Vor. I. 


1 , 


| quarter, that a Baſtile ſhould be erected in 
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ſhould appear after the trials of the perſons charged in the 
| indictment for high treaſon, it has not been ſupported, ſo as 
to lead to the proof of legal guilt againſt the individuals; if, 

nevertheleſs, the perſons charged have been, in the opinion of 
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.. Sheridan in reply, took notice ſhortly of all the obſery- 


- ations which had been made on his propoſed motion. He 


faid that the Bill, the reading of which he oppoſed, was a 
Bill fer preventing Clandeſtine Outlawries.” He had no ob- 


jection to ſuch a Bill; but what he chiefly had in view, was 


to prevent a Bill for the clandeſtine outlawry of the Habeas 


Corpus Act, and the beſt ſecurities for the lives and liberties 


of the people. When the Right Hon. Gentleman ſpoke of 


the ſuſpenſion having been voted on ſolemn deliberation, he 
was not in the higheft form of memory, for it was hurrie 

through the Houſe wich unprecedented precipitation, in only 
two days, and without even the formality 7 a previous no- 
tice. By the trials for treaſon and the declaration of a Learn- 
ed Gentleman, it appeared that there were at leaſt two cul- 


Prits, viz. the 8 and Solicitor General, who had either 


proſecuted perſons who were not engaged in the ſuppoſed 
conſpiracy, or neglected to bring forward the evidence to 


convict them, although they were in poſſeſſion of ſuch evi- 


dence. | | 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, it was not neceſſary for him then to 


perſiſt in his motion, he could make it at any time he pleaſed. 


He had hinted already that if the Houſe did not wiſh to hear 
it then, he would not perfiſt in it. The time would ſoon 
come when the ſubject would be ſeriouſly diſcufled. He 
took therefore that opportunity of giving notice, that as every 


word he had that day heard from the other fide of the Houſe 


| had confirmed him in his opinion, that the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus Act was intended to be renewed when the pre- 


ſent Act expired, he ſhould take the earlieſt day he could to 
bring forward the diſcuſſion. He was determined to allow 
miniſters no time to concert new plans for exciting alarm, no 
time to make freſh falſe accuſations, no time to marſhal and 
arrange ſpies, but to call at once upon the miniſters for their 


reaſons for continuing to deprive the people of this country 
of their deareſt rights, after every honeſt man was convinced 


that the whole ſtory of plots and conſpiracies was nothing 


but a wicked fabrication. He took notice of the obſervations 


of Mr. Serjeant Adair, as to the right a Member of Parlia- 
ment had in that Houle to reviſe the opinion of a jury. He 


differed entirely from the learned Serjeant, for he thought 


that Houſe was the laſt place in England in which ſuch a ver- 
dict ſhould be arraigned. He adverted alſo to the obſervation 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, of the grand jury having 
ſound the bill againſt the perſons who were tried for high 
treaſon. That Right Hon. Gentleman had forgotten to take 
notice that that and the other Houſe of Parliament had pre- 
5 - 1 viouſly 
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- viouſly found their bills upon the very ſame ſubje& by Alto 
Reports. That, amongſt others, was a very ſtrong reaſon why 


that Houſe ſhould be extremely cautious in ſaying or doing | 


anything, that might tend to counteract the impreſſion, whic 


WT 55 as if they were endeavouring to ſup- 
port their own former decifion againſt the honeſt opinion of 
different Engliſh juries and mankind in general. He obſerved 
alſo, that the charge of high treaſon, or treaſonable con- 


ſpiracy, had that day actually been given up, even by the mi- 
_ niſter himſelf; however, for the purpoſe of continuing the 


ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, he might find it ſervice- 


able to his views to allege, that there exiſted a ſpecies of mi- 


nor conſpiracy ; and it ought to be remembered that if this mi- 
nor conſpiracy only had been alleged originally, the miniſter 
would not have been empowered by law to ſeize the papers 


of the accuſed party, for nothing ſhort of a poſitive charge 


of high treaſon could have juſtified that ſtep. He concluded 


with giving notice that he ſhould next day name the earlieſt 


day poſſible for the diſcuſſion of this important ſubject. 


w 


Ihe Bill for preventing Clandeſtine Outlawries was then | 


read. | | „„ 
| THIRD SECRETARY OF STATE, 


| Mr. Sheridan roſe again and ſaid, he was forty to interrupt 


the buſineſs of the day a ſecond time; but what he had then 


to ſtate was an important point of order. He thought he ſaw 


an illuſtrious © ſtranger” (Mr. Dundas) in the body of the 
Houſe, to whom, whatever might be his merits, to pay any 
greater degree of attention than to other ſtrangers,” was 


Irregular. , Mr. Burke's Bill, which aboliſhed the office of 
Third Secretary of State, enacted that if his Majeſty, at any 


future period, ſhould think proper to revive the office, the 
perſon appointed to it, if a Member of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, ſhould vacate his ſeat; he therefore apprehended the 


Right Honourable Gentleman was no longer a Member. 


Lord Grenville, they all knew, was Secretary of State for the 
foreign department; and he wiſhed to know whether the Duke 


of Portland and the Right Hon. Gentleman were one Se- 


_ cretary of State, or e Secretaries of State; becauſe, if they 
were two, he conceived that the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man, from the nature of his office, mult be the Third Secretary 


of State. | =» | | 
The 22d of the preſent King was then read by the Clerk. 


„ Ig | The 
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tlie verdicts of acquittal had juſtly made on the public mind z 
becauſe it would appear, by their ſecond interference in this 
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De Chancelller of the Exchequer ſaid, the Honourable Gen- 


tleman ſurely had too much candour to have meant to inveigle 
and entrap his Right Henourable Friend into incurring the pe- 
nalty (5001.) of fitting as a Member of the Houſe, after he 
had vacated his ſeat by accepting the office of Third Secretary, | 
of State; and yet he had contrived to bring on a debate before 
noticing that his Right Honourable Friend was not a member. 
What however had his Honourable Friend accepted of that 
was new? He held the ſame ſeals he had held before. The 
queſtion, © Who was the Third Secretary of State?“ ſeemed 
almoſt to anſwer itſelf :—It muſt be the perſon who nominally 
accepted the office of Secretary of State, when there were 
two before. When the Honourable Gentleman talked of the 
nature of the office, he ſeemed not, to adopt his own phraſe, 
to be in the highest ferm of memory; for any one of the Secre- 
taries of State, the Duke of Portland, Lord Grenville, and : 
Mr. Dundas, might indiſcriminately give orders to any of his 
Majeſty's Generals or Governors. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he ſhould have been ſorry to inveigle the 
well-known innocence and ſimplicity of the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman. According to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, the Duke of Portland was the nominal Third Secre- 
tary of State: A more reſpectful mode of mentioning his mi- 
niſterial office might have been adopted by his new friends. 
What confirmed him in the opinion that Mr. Dundas muſt 
be the Third Secretary of State was the Right Honourable 
Gentleman's declaration, on a former occaſion, that he had 
accepted the office, he then held, merely as a temporary ac- 
. commodation to his Majeſty's ſervice, and that he never went 
to bed at night, or roſe in the morning, without feeling that 
he had undertaken more buſineſs than he was able to perform. 
In conſequence he thought the great political A/cides had been 
called in from Burlington Houſe, ut quieſcat Atlas. It was la- 
mentable to ſee an Act, which was one of the many that did 
honour to the Political characler of its author, violated in the 
ſpirit, if not in the letter, by thoſe who had been the loudeſt 
in its praiſe. Calling the Duke of Portland the Third Secre- 
tary of State was a mere juggle to evade the Act; and the old 
ominous ſea's held by Lord George Germaine, more particu- 
larly ominous from the ſimilarity of circumſtances, had, he un- 
derſtood, been rummaged out on the occaſion ; he wiſhed him 
joy therefore of his reww place, which he by miſtake had conſi- 
dered as an old one. | | 
Mr. Dundas ID Ye red the Honourable 8 | 
error; he had formerly complained of the great labour of his 
ſituations, but he had been oecupier of no office or emolument 
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by a juggle. He had never any ſalary as Secretary of State. 
He had merely received his Majeſty's commands to perform 


certain duties appertaining to that office, and the reſt were 


committed into hands by which they would be diſcharged with 
the higheſt integrity and ability, by a man of greater talents 
and virtues than he was entitled to lay claim to. The Duke 


of Portland, whom the Honourable Gentleman and his friends 


formerly took all occaſions to praiſe, was not a nominal Se- 


cretary of State, for in his office was all the buſineſs within 
the home department, of Great Britain, Ireland, and the co- 
lonies. 5 | 


Mr. Fox aſked, whether Mr. Burke's Bill was merely a dead 


letter? Would a Third Secretary of State, ſucceeding the 
Duke of Portland, vacate his ſeat in the Houſe of Commons, 
if previouſly a member of it? He was ready to admit that as 
the circumſtances had been deſcribed, Mr. Dundas had not va- 


cated his ſeat, according to the letter of the Bill; but could as 


much be ſaid reſpecting its ſpirit ? He could but acknowledge, 
that he was ſorry to ſee the Duke of Portland, of whom he 
ſhould never ſpeak but in terms that became the reſpect he felt 
from long political connexion and private friendſhip, accept- 


ing an office which he himſelf had formerly thought ought to 


be aboliſhed. _ TRE £7 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he could not admit that 
his Right Honourable Friend had vacated his ſeat either ac- 
cording to the ſpirit or the letter of the Bill in queſtion, as 
there were not more offices nor more ſalaries than before the 
Duke of Portland had the name and the power of a Secretary 
of State. Fg ale” VV 
Mr. Fox aſked what his office was then, and if there were 
not, in the third office, an Under Secretary and Clerks; and, 
whether they had any ſalaries? e Dyes 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the third office was 
not unparliamentary, although Under Secretaries were em- 
ployed. | Favs | 
3 HIS MAJESTY'S spEECH. 


The Speaker having produced a copy of his Majeſty's Speech, 


it was read from the chair. | 


Sir Edward Knatchbull roſe to move the Addreſs, which he 


did in molt reſpectful terms. He ſaid, it was with infinite ti- 


midity that he addreſſed the Houſe on the preſent occaſion. 


He could have wiſhed the taſk had fallen into abler hands. He 


meant to offer a few obſervations. only for their conſideration. 
Thoſe perſons who conducted the laſt unfortunate campaign 
(unfortunate he was juſtified in calling it, from the language 


of the Speech delivered from the Throne), would be 3 
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' fible for that conduct, and he had no doubt but that they 
would be able to account for its reverſes and difappointments, 
in a manner ſatisfactory to the Houſe. He did not mean, 
however, to caſt any imputation on them, for he did not be- 
| Heve that ill ſucceſs originated with them. He did fiot con- 
ceiĩve it proper to comment on the ſeparate negotiation into 
which the States General of Holland had entered ; but as far 
as regarded this country, he thought it neceffary to obſerve, 
that, however anxious all parties might be for a peace, it 
would be improper to make peace on any terms, that would 
not enſure the ſecurity of this nation, and the ſafety of all 
the other countries of Europe. The times required, that 
every man ſhould declare, in a manly and honeſt manner, his 
_ ſentiments on the ſtate of affairs. In his opinion, there was 
no compariſon between the ſtate of this country and that of 
France: The reſources of the latter were nearly annihilated, 
and their circumſtances in the moſt rapid ſtate of decline; 
whereas our reſources were happily at the higheſt pitch of 
profperity, and our commerce in the moſt flouriſhing ſitua- 
tion He drew alſo ſome favourable concluſions from the in- 
ternal circumſtances of the Republic. But on every conſi- 
deration he did not think we had any thing to fear, not doubt- 
ing that every Engliſhman would readily come forward in the 
cauſe with his hand, his heart, and his purſe. With regard to 
the local importance of Corſica, he faid, that it might or might not 
be of advantage to this country. He ſpoke in terms of compliment 
and congratulation on the mention made from the Throne of the 
approaching marriage of the Prince of Wales and the Prin- 
ceſs Caroline of Brunſwick, and expreſſed his ſatisfaction at 
hearing that a treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, had 
been concluded with the United States of America. 5 
Sir Edward concluded with moving an Addreſs, the ſame 
in ſubſtance with that moved by Earl Camden in the Houſe of 
Lords“. . 8 5 „ 
Mr. Canning roſe to ſecond the Addreſs which had been 
moved by the worthy Baronet who had juſt fat down. What- 
ever difference of opinion might prevail in general in that 
Houſe, Mr. Canning ſaid, he was led to hope, that, upon ſome 
of the topics which were contained in his Majeſty's Speech, 
there would be a perfect unanimity. He was not ſo ſanguine 
as to m__y that, upon thoſe points, on which there had been 
manifeſted ſo wide a difference of opinion among Gentlemen, 
they ſhould upon this occaſion perfectly agree. But there were 
circumfiances communicated in his Majeſty's Speech, which 
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muſt give the moſt ſincere ſatisfaction to every Gentleman in 
that Houſe and in the country. The information that a treaty 
of amity and commerce had been concluded with the United 
| States of America, muſt, he was ſure, diffuſe univerſal ſatiſ- 
faction; and the gracious communication of his Majeſty, re- 
ſpecting the marriage of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 

Wales with the Princeſs of Brunſwick, muſt inſpire ſentiments 
of joy and congratulation in the breaſt of every Britiſh ſubject. 

With regard to other parts of his Majeſty's Speech, he was 

aware that to expect a complete coincidence of opinion would 
be vain and fruitleſs: He had ſome hopes, however, that, 
for one night, Gentlemen would conſent to lay aſide their 

differences, and unanimouſly to concur in the Addreſs which 
had juſt been moved. If it ſhould happen, that he ſhould be 
diſappointed in his hopes of perfect unanimity, at leaſt, he 
| hoped, he ſhould have the honour of dividing with a large 
majority. 8 OY | | 
With thoſe Gentlemen with whom he had the pleaſure to 
vote laſt year, it would not, he hoped, be neceſſary to urge 
many arguments to induce them to concur in the preſent Ad- 
dreſs. If any were neceflary, he would only defire thoſe 

Gentlemen to look at and conſider the yarious decifions and 

_ declarations which that Houſe had come to ſince the com- 
mencement of the war. Theſe decifions, Gentlemen would 

recollect, had not been made by that Houſe, but with the 

moſt mature deliberation, and after the moſt elaborate dif- 
cuſſion. If then the opinions adopted by the majority of the 
| Houſe were founded at that time in wiſdom and juſtice, he 
wiſhed to know what had occurred ſince they had laſt met, 
which could properly and reaſonably have induced them to 
alter their ſentiments ? ? | | | 
Some circumſtances had undoubtedly occurred ſince the 
concluſion of the laſt ſeſſions, of an unfavourable nature to 
this country: He was ready candidly to admit, that the ſuc- 
ceſſes of the enemy had been great and unexpected; that by 
the moſt unheard-of exertions, they had over-run an immenſe 
tract of territory, and had compelled the allied armies to re- 
treat before them. —He was ready alſo to admit, that the al- 
lies had, in many inſtances, been unſucceſsful; that many of 
their plans had failed, and that this country, in particular, had 
ſhared in the general misfortunes.—But when he admitted all 
this, he muſt be allowed to. afk, ought it to weaken: or 
| ſtrengthen our determination of purſuing the war in the 
moſt vigorous manner ? The reaſons which induced him to be 
of the latter opinion, he would ſtate in the manner leaſt likely 
_ ++ eaſpaſu puck upon. the patience. of the Mouſe, > 
„ N 5 | ould 
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Would any Gentleman ſtand up and undertake to prove 
that any of the misfortunes, which we had experienced du- 
ring the courle of the laſt campaign, were imputable to the 
miniſters of this country? Or were they not rather ſuch as 
no human Prudence could foreſee, and no human power pre- 
vent ? 

Moſt of the derer which had attended us in the laſt cam- 


paign muſt be imputed to the defeCtion of our allies, and 
alſo to the uncommon number, unparalleled exertions, and 


irreſiſtible force of our enemies; a force of which hiſtory 


had no parallel. He was perfectly aware that it might be ſaid 
that the Government of this country might have avoided 
many of the calamities of the war, if they had attended to the 
warnings and predictions which had been given by Gentlemen | 
on the other fide of the Houſe. 

It was true that they had foretoſd the deſertion of our 
allies, and the aſtoniſhing exertions of the enemy, and he 
could not but confeſs that unfortunately the event had juſti- 
fed the prediction. Here, however, he withed to obſerve, 
that it was no difficult matter to propheſy diſappointment and 
HH ſucceſs: If the prediction proved falſe, Gentlemen would 


feel too much ſatisfaction in the ſucceſs of their country to 


think of the prediction; if it proved true, thoſe who made it 
would triumph, as they would certainly feel ſome ſatisfaction 


in their ſuperior ſagacity. 


When he thus candidly gave credit to thoſe Gentlemen for 
their predictions, he wiſhed it might not be forgotten, that 
fome predictions had been made by miniſters, and thoſe 
who ſupported the war, which had been equally juſtified by 
the event,— That Government which exiſted in France, and 


which had been repreſented as perfectly ſtable and ſecure, 
had been ſtated by Gentlemen on his ſide of the Houſe, to be 


fo conſtructed, that it could not poſſibly exiſt for any length 
of time. When Robeſpierre was in the height of his power, 
—when he governed France with the moſt abſolute ſway, and 
when his will was received throughout France as law, —even 


then his fall was predicted; with how much juſtice, the event 
had ſhewn. 


When Jacobiniſm was at its greateſt height ; when its in- 
fluence circulated through every part of the French Govern- | 


ment; when it ſeemed as the very ſource of motion in all 


their enterpriſes z even then its fall was foretold in that Houſe, 
and, happily for humanity, with truth. 
He wiſhed, however, not to be miſunderſtood; he did not 


mean that, by the acceſſion of the Moderates to the ſovereign 
power in France, the poſſibility of our treating with them had 


8. become | 
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become greater, becauſe the only difference between them and 
the Jacobins was, that they poſſeſſed the intentions, though 
they had not the power, of the Jacobins. The hoſtility of the 
Moderates towards this country was equal to that of the Ja- 


cobins; the only difference was, they had not the means of 


carrying it into execution. 


But when he admitted that their exertions had been great, 
he wiſhed the Houſe to conſider for a moment at what an ex- 


pence theſe exertions had been made. It appeared, from the 


N of Cambon, the French financier, that the expences 
0 


France, ſince the commencement of the war, had been 
three hundred and three millions ſterling; and ſince the com- 
mencement of the war with England, two hundred and ſixty 
millions. This enormous expence they had been enabled to 
ſuſtain, by ſeizing all the property in the kingdom, and diſ- 
tributing out ſuſtenance as a kind of donative to the people; 


by raifing, by the means of terror, the value of aſſignats; 


and depreſſing, by the ſame means, the price of purchaſable 
com ̃è m— f | | 

With reſpect to the preſent ſyſtem of Moderation, he was 
far from thinking that it was at all propitious to the intereſts 
of this country; he admitted that they did not carry on that 


wholeſale trade in blood which had marked the reign of the Ja- 


cobins; they were occupied in the more innocent employments 


of balancing accounts, and adjuſting to each man his ſhare of 


murder and of guilt. In order to form an idea of what terms 
of peace we could expect from the French, he wiſhed the 
Houſe to attend to the declarations which they had made; 
they had divided their enemies into two claſſes, viz. thoſe who 


were the inſtigators of the war, and thoſe who were compelled. 


to join in the war. 


| The Houſe would have an opportunity of judging what re- 
liance we could have upon their moderation, by the terms 
which they would give to the Dutch, who were ſuppoſed to 

come within the latter deſcription. If the terms which they . 


gave to the Dutch were hard, what could this country expect, 
who were ſuppoſed to be the moſt determined to carry on the 
war, and whom the French upon all occaſions ſeemed to ſpeak 

of with peculiar enmity and inveterate malevolence ? It had 


been infinuated, that the French would accede to a peace with 
Holland upon the ground of a fetus quo: But he would aſk 


the Houſe whether this country could, with any regard to its 
honour and dignity, conſent. to a peace on ſuch terms? 
He wiſhed it to be remembered that we had taken under 
our protection people, who, groaning under the effects 
of French tyranny, had fled to us for ſuccour; would 

OE ES ren. we 


Vol. I. 


3 


wan DE pe , 
_ of bs * AY ** 4 * T * 2 = : * oy 
AXES Bc.” C 2 * 2 "RES ans Fs 
W WES yg wn Kelp re e RA Wr LY ”_ * 
N 388 wy $5 N 2 #2" Pn 25 AE » we 
- 8 * = neee 


> 
8 


„ 
i 
88 
3 8 


15 
15 
2 


r * * 
eee 


r 


. 


9 
3 


n e. 


> N 
MAE 6 
. 


SE: A ue '-* 7 
a LE en, 


Ne A ERS mrs ian cbe SPIES Freeb Epc > aan Fs kd 
, . ak n wn : eye SIS Gp II A te. radios — 
. G . , SOURS ne . K 


y ww 2 - on 


32 4 


. 


— 
. 


. ²˙— rote. ay rap 
P — 


r 
e's 8 


Tow 
TIS Tarn, FOO 
N 3 
ERP 


HO. IS Fo re ens, 


- r 
r — 
pals ah. ne 


* . 
n 


2 es ON ITOY 
S 


ern 
1 * 2 TY * 2 


0 1 2 S 
rr * nn - « "XI - Fete, pa 
he nas _ © * * * * —_ e * H x) of 
- — 4 2 A 
* a , 3 


r 


e 3 
. 


j 1 


_ I 4 7 * 
1 ye 
85 n 


err 2 


e 
* 1 . 
La E Ss 


; 1 9 N 
> = he _ Faris ak; 


8 3 ** 
” * — F O *. 2 
eee eee 


9 
W 
TRAIT 


— CF CYST ERR 


* 


. * 1 
r C 
renn 


— wy IT DIEM 
— IR 
— o ba 


er * 
EROS . — n W 


. 
: „ . RET „ EE IT — p — 5 * LT SES, * n — — * 
. T : . N a ä 
8 2 — 8 ALE 5 IS ESA IT Aa ag oh Py pas þ els, nd rape va 1 3 n — * — 5 


— 


— — 


rr 
bahn 6 3 


* a n 
- > ee room Tl, 
— 8 1 _ 


32  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [co, 


round our knees for protection? 


we then give them up to butchery, while they were clinging 


If, then, we could even now have a peace with France, it 


muſt be an inſecure one; it mult be a peace with all the 


inconveniencies and expences of a war eſtabliſhment. Such a 
peace, he was ſure, this country would never aſſent to; and 
therefore, he hoped he ſhould divide with a very large majori- 
ty for the Addreſs. Even if we. were to have a peace, with 
any ſort of ſecurity, it could not be obtained without continu- 


ing to keep up a war eſtabliſhment ; and could it be ſuppoſed 
that the French would ſuffer us to keep up ſuch an eftabliſh- 
ment, without demanding an explanation, which . would of 


courſe produce diſſenſions? With regard to the general ob- 


— ſervation, at what time were we to think of negotiating for 


peace, he would anſwer, that muſt be governed by future cir- 
cumſtances; for the queſtion was not, whether we ſhould ne- 


gotiate at any time? but whether, under all the circumſtances, 


we would negotiate now? He maintained that, from che com- 


mencement of the French Revolution down to the preſent time, 
there was no ſtability in its government; nor could there be 


any under the preſent ſyſtem of its rulers: Every day afforded 
ſome new change. He maintained that the very energy of its 
military power was a proof that it could not be of long conti- 
nuance ; for even the armies, which performed ſuch prodigies, 
had fought under every commander, only under an idea that 
they were fighting againſt order and eſtabliſhed government; 
and he was perſuaded that the moment ſuch a form of go- 
vernment was eſtabliſhed in France as would be fit for us to 
negotiate with, and when we began to negotiate, the ſyſtem _ 
under which their army fought would be at an end, and they 
would lay down their arms. Theſe were the points which 
conſtituted the real weakneſs of the French. We were happily 
the reverſe of all this. On our ſtrength and their weakneſs, 


therefore, he relied. He obſerved that it was a duty which we 


owed to every eſtabliſhed government of Europe, as well as to our 
own happineſs, to continue the preſent conteſt ; for if we did 
not perſiſt now, we mult inevitably fall, and with us all Eu- 
rope. The hoſtility of this country had already produced 
many changes for the better in France, and there was reaſon 
to hope that a continuance of the war would bring them to 2 
ſtate in which we could make peace with honour and ſecurity. 
He concluded with ſeconding the Addreſs, e 
The Addreſs was then read. | | ded... 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, he roſe to diſcharge a painful duty. He 


could truly ſay this was a ſubject which had occupied his long 
and anxious attention. He had conſidered it well, and he 


had | 
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had been ſome time in doubt, for he knew that much ought 
to be heard on both ſides; and, impelled by a duty para- 
mount to all feelings of private friendſhip and perſonal re- 
gard, he was now come to the diſagreeable ſituation of 
differing from thoſe with whom it was the happineſs of his 
life to agree. He had the greateſt confidence in his Majeſty's 
miniſters; but he could not anſwer to his conſtituents, nor to 
his own feelings as a man, if he continued to ſupport them 
after he ceaſed to approve of their meaſures. It there had 
been any thing like a pacificatory tendency in his Majeſty's _ 
Speech, if there had been any thing which did not preclude the 2 
probability of a peace, he ſhould have been happy in being 
able to give his aſſent to it; he would, at leaſt have tried the 
experiment a little longer: But no ſuch hope was held out. 
The Speech from the 'Throne, and the Addreſs moved, ſpoke 
a language too plain to be miſunderſtood. It was impoſſible 
for any Gentleman to vote for it, who did not go to the full 
length of declaring that we muſt be at war until there is a 
counter-revolution in France; for it, ſtated the difference be- 
tween us to be ſuch, that it was impoſſible to make it up, and 
it was upon this ground that he felt himſcif bound to oppoſe 
A. | p 3 | Lf | 
The Hon. Gentleman who had juſt ſat down, hurried awa 
by his own eloquence, had made aſſertions which it was 13 
ſible to maintain, and had aſked queſtions which it was unfor- 
tunately but too eaſy to anſwer. _ . 

The Hon. Gentleman ſaid, the ſituation in which we were 
placed at preſent, was the ſame as when Parliament ſeparated 
laſt ſeſſions; or, if there was any difference, it was not ſuch a 
one as made it neceſſary for us to alter our objects. The view 
he had taken of affairs ſince Parliament ſeparated laſt ſummer, 
ſuggeſted to him many differences in our ſituation, and thoſe of - 
a very important nature. In the firſt place, the Jacobin ſyſtem, 
which was ſo hoſtile to the intereſts of this country, was de- 
{troyed; and tho' its principles were not ſo effeCtually eradicated 
as he could with, yet the fountain-head, from which theſe deteſt- 
able maxims had their ſource, which had deſolated France, 
and diſturbed the tranquillity of Europe, was, he hoped, effec- 
tually deftroyed. In their room another party had aſſumed the 
reins of power, which had for its profeſſed baſis, Moderatiſm, 

This — leaſt the aſſumption of a virtue, if they had it not, 
and ſhewed what was the real opinion of the people of France, 
by a party thinking it neceſſary, in order to maintain their in- 

tereſt, to affect ſuch principles. This was an important event, 
which, in his opinion, rendered our ſituation extremely diſſimi- 


lar from what it was at the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſions; but there 
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was another, which he thought of equal if nor greater weight, 


and that was, that the confederacy with which we had acted 


was now in a manner diſſolved. His Majeſty's Speech inform- 
ed the Houſe that one of our allies, for whoſe defence we en- 


| tered into the war, was now upon terms of negotiation with 


the French; and another of our allies, who had been of very 
little aſſiſtance to us laſt campaign, would probably give no 
more in the enſuing one.— This diſſolution of the grand con- 


federacy appeared to him a circumſtance of great weight; 


while it exiſted, it muſt of courſe give confidence to the Roy- 
aliſts and all the diſcontented parties in France, and of courſe 
in the ſame proportion muſt depreſs our enemies. But even 
when the confederacy exiſted in its greateſt force—when there 
were no leſs than forty-three inſurrections in the interior of 
France—even then we were unable to overcome them ; then 


how could we expect, when the confederacy was in a great 


meaſure diſſolved, and when the inſurrections in France were 


nearly ſuppreſſed, that our ſuccefles would be greater when our 


means were leſs? Another thing to be attended to was, that 
our arms had been unſucceſsful ; was that a trifling thing? 
No blame was to be imputed to any of our officers—fo much 
the worſe for the proſpect of our future ſucceſs in attempting 
to do any thing by force of arms, for what had we to expect if 

every thing had been well conducted already? This was another 


important point, in the idea of a counter-revolution in France. 


Beſides, when we had part of France in our own pofleſſion, all 
the people in thoſe provinces might be ſuppoſed to feel ſome ar- 
dour, on account of a proſpect of ſecurity, from the protection 
of a regulated government; and yet the French, although re- 
pulſed once or twice, would return like the overflowing of the 
ocean, and bear down every thing before them. Such had 

been the caſe with the French, and had we any proſpect now 


of its being otherwiſe ? this appeared to him to be a great and 


important conſideration. He confeſſed he began to entertain 
doubts as to the expediency and propriety of carrying on the 
war during laſt ſeſſion; and the circumſtance which firſt ſtag- 
gered him was, that during all the various revolutions in 


France, the army ſtill continued ſtaunch—they fought with 


equal alacrity, whoever or whatever party was paramount in 
France. On all the points in which he could view the ſubject, 
in his mmd no good could ariſe from voting for this Ad- 
dreſs, becauſe the Houſe was called upon by it, to go on with 


the war, until we had accompliſhed the deſtruction of France, 


of which he ſaw no proſpect. He therefore thought that 
another courſe ought to be purſued. But when he expreſſed 
his with, that the door ſhould not be ſhut againſt peace, he 


185 bagged 
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begged it might not be ſuppoſed that he wiſhed any ſtep ſhould 
be taken which would in any manner leſſen the dignity, or 
' tarniſh the honour, of England. His objects were extremely 
different; he wiſhed that this country ſhould difplay its magna- 


nimity, by declaring itſelf not averſe to peace—it could not be 


ſuppoſed that ſuch a declaration on the part of Fngland was 
the effect of diſtreſs—her power and refources were too well 
known to admit of ſuch an idea; but if the French ſhould re- 
je & fair and honourable terms, he would adviſe his Majeſty 
to do the utmoſt to carry on a negotiation with effect, and 
if negotiation ſhould fail, then to proſecute the war with 
energy and vigour, if it could be ſo conducted; but he 
really thought we were incapable of bringing our force into 
action. True magnanimity confiſted, in his judgment, not 
in perſiſting againit conviction in an opinion once taken, 
but in candidly acknowledging an error when diſcovered. — 
True magnanimity did not conſiſt in uſing high-ſounding 
words to ſupport an erroneous poſition 3 ſuch conduct could 
only be compared to the policy of a chapman, who depreciates 
the value of a commodity he wants to purchaſe, and who ge- 
nerally deceives only himſelf, _ 1 5 
He begged Gentlemen to confider what our ſituation really 
was, and to aſk themſelves whether they thought the intereſt 
of the country would be better conſulted by a peace, or by a 
proſecution of the war. If they were of the latter opinion, he 
would .then aſk, were there any ſubſtantial grounds upon 
which to expect ſucceſs in the enſuing campaigns ? He was 


ſorry to fay, the anſwer muſt be in the negative. Still leſs 


grounds were there to hope for a counter-revolution founded 
upon ſuch principles as we ſhould approve of. The preſent 
principles of France had now gained ſtrength by duration. New 
generations were coming into life with the molt inveterare pxe- 
Judices againſt the ancient government, and againſt monarchy 


in general; there was therefore but little hope of the re- eſta- 


bliſhment even of a limited monarchy in France; nor did he 
ſee the ſlighteſt proſpect of our being able to enforce a govern- 
ment by perſevering in holding out the idea that we were de- 
termined to dictate what that form of government ſhould be. 
Indeed, to ſpeak his ſentiments plainly, he had rather they 
would adopt a form of government ſimilar to that eſtabliſhed 
in America. Another very important point, in which the 
{tate of this country was altered, was in the ceſſation of the 
danger in which we formerly were of the propagation of thoſe 
deteſtable opinions broached in France. The good ſenſe of the 


people of England and of other ſtates muſt have thewn them, 


that to reduce theſe principles to practice, is to introduce every 
evil which can injure civil ſociety. He confeſſed he did not 
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believe that the nation at large would be very willing to conti- 
nue the war upon the proſpect we at preſent had. He might 
be told that he was inconſiſtent in what he was now doing; 
upon that he confeſſed he did not feel uneaſy, for the charge, 
to be any thing ſerious, ought to be followed up with proof, 
that the circumſtances were at preſent. the ſame as they were 
when he voted for the war; and there appeared to him to be 
more inconſiſtency in continuing to ſupport a war, after the 
circumſtances of the war had altered, than in oppoting it. He 
thought the members of that Houſe ought to confider 
themſelves as the guardians of the intereſts of the peo- 
ple, whoſe conduct ſhould vary with that intereſt ; and he was 
ſatisfied that to purſue a contrary mode would be only to de- 
ceive the people, and that would be unworthy of the repreſent- 
atives of a great nation. LY 5 
The great queſtion was upon this occaſion, what have we to 
apprehend by making a peace with France ? and what, on the 
other hand, may be the conſequence of continuing the war ? 
With regard to the conſequence of continuing the war, he was 
ready to declare at once, he would not conſent to our going on 
with the war, unlefs he thought we were able to effect a coun- 
ter-revolution in France. He acknowledged that peace with 
France at this time would be inſecure ; he could not however 
confent to going on with the war under the preſent difficulties, 
for he muſt chuſe out of two difficulties the leaſt, for all theſe 
things ſhould be compared and examined by degrees, and mea- 
ſured; and in order to ſhew to him that his concluſion was not 
right, it was neceſſary to prove that the danger of making 
peace was greater than that of continuing the war; he was 
clearly of opinion, that the danger of continuing the war was 
by far the greater of the two. He did not mean td dwell on 
the danger of continuing the war, becauſe he thought it would 
be better to leave it to the imagination of the Houſe. Nor did 
he mean in adviſing a negotiation for peace, that we ſhould be 
reduced at once to a peace eſtabliſhment ;'but he meant that we 
ſhould be in a reſpectable condition to renew, if neceſſary, 
vigorous meaſures ;z and he was ready, for one, to delare plainly, 
that, whatever opinion we might have of our reſources, which 
he admitted to be very great, we ought not to be, at this time, 
at war with France, without trying by all fair and honourable 
means to ettect a peace; becauſe he did not fee any probabi- 
lity of a counter- revolution in France; and one great reaſon 
with him was what was ſeldom mentioned, he meant the 
length of time in which the French had been under the influ- 
ence of the Convention. They had fo long been in the habit of 
obeying that power, and particularly under the influence of the 
wicked principles of their revolution, that they now all re- 
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garded the memory of their monarch with horror. And if 
there were any perſons, as he believed there were perſons in 
this country, who had hoſtile wiſhes to our conſtitution, a ſuf- 
ficient power had been eſtabliſhed to baffle all their efforts. 
There were many accounts propagated of the diſtreſs to which 
the French were reduced, and of the total derangement of their 
finances theſe accounts he was much inclined to diſtruſt, or 
_ even, if they were true, he did not think ſuch ſtrong effects in 
our favour would enſue, as had been repreſented. The hiſtory 
of all countries, and particularly that of our own for the Jait 
hundred years, would caſt ſome light upon this ſubject, 
for our own exertions were the greateſt when our reſources 


were ſaid to be very low. Proteſting once more, that nothing 


was farther from his intention than in any degree to lower the 


dignity of the Britiſh character, he ſhould conclude with mov- 


ing an Amendment to the Addreſs— _ | 


«« To aſſure his Majeſty, that we his faithful Commons are determined | 
on granting to his Majeſty liberal ſupplies, in order to enable his Majeſty 


to act with vigour and effect, to ſupport his crown and dignity, and for the 


purpoſe of keeping good faith with his Majeſty's allies, for which this 
country has ever been eninently diſtinguiſned: And notwithſtanding the 


diſappointments of the laſt campaign, they are convinced, from the zeal of 
the people, who are ſenſible of the advantages they enjoy under the conſti- 
tation of the country, and his Majeſty's good government, that they may 
promiſe themſelves complete ſecurity againſt foreign and domeſtic enemies-/ 
But on a full conſideration of the events of the war, and in conſequence of 
ſome tranſactions that have lately happened in France, and between the 
French and the States General, they think it is adviſeable that his Majeſty 
| ſhould order a negotiation on ſuch terms as to his Majeſty's wiſdom and 


goodneſs ſhall ſeem juſt and reaſonable. But if, contrary to the wiſhes of 
his Commons, that ſhould be declined by his Majeſty's enemies, they are 


E perſuaded the burdens of the war will be borne with cheerfulneſs by an 
affectionate and a loyal people. 8 5 

8 Mr. Duncombe ſeconded the Amendment to the Addreſs, in 

a ſpeech delivered from under the gallery, in a very low tone of 


voice, on nearly the ſame grounds as Mr. Wilberforce had 


{tated for moving it. NN 

Mr. Burdon ſaid, we had entered into the war, as he con- 
ceived, net for the purpoſe of conqueſt or indemnification, but 
to repel an unjult aggreſſion, and bring the French back to their 


ſenſes. The French were in a great meaſure, brought back to 


their ſenſes; and he could not ſee the policy of perfiſting in the 
war, becauſe we diſliked their form of government, He ſhould 


therefore 
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therefore vote for the Amendment, which, in every point of 
view, muſt be productive of beneficial conſequences 
Mr. Windham ¶ Secretary at Mur, with a ſeat in the Cabinet 


| faid, he had heard with uot a and grief the arguments in ſup- 


py of the Amendment. What was their obvious tendency ?— 
ubmiſſion, humiliation, degradation before an inveterate and 
inſolent enemy. It was abſurd to ſay, that a diſplay of our 


force would cure the evil; for the very act of offering to treat, 


or ſuing for peace, would be a confeſſion of weakneſs that could 
not be done away. Did the French Convention act thus, when 


the confederacy againſt them appeared the moſt powerful, and 


they were preſſed by the arms of the allies in every quarter? 
When their armies were driven back from Aix-la-Chapelle within 
their own country? No: They abated nothing of their mighty 
and enterpriſing efforts ; they returned with freſh alacrity to 
the charge. They remitted nothing of their lofty language; 
they never once talked of peace. And ought Britons to be out- 


done by them in any feature of fortitude ? It was propoſed ” 


the Hon. Mover of the Amendment, to conſent to nothing leſs 
than a ſafe and honourable peace, while it was acknowledged 


in the ſame breath, that no peace, concluded under the pre- 


ſent circumſtances, could be ſafe ; while it was alleged, as an 
argument, that we might make it ſafe, by keeping ourſelves on 
our guard, and prepared for war. The war, it was true, had 


been unſucceſsful ; his Majeſty in his Speech aſſerted it, and 
| the fact had been blazoned forth with peculiar zeal and aſſi- 


duity, by thoſe who made it their buſineſs to declaim againſt 
the war; but it had been ſo, only as compared with the 


wiſhes, the hopes, and the force of the confederacy. It had 
been unſucceſsful from conduct, on the part of ſome of the 


allies, of which, for the honour of nations, he hoped the in- 
ſtances would be few. It was not unſucceſsful, compared 
with foreign wars in which this country had been engaged. 
Look at the hiſtory of our wars with Louis XIV. which con- 
tinued, with little interruption, for twenty years after the Re- 


volution. In thoſe wars, before the battle of Hockſtet, we and 


our allies had been much more unſucceſsful than in the preſent 
war, and yet, by ſpirit and perſeverance, we triumphed in the 
end. All, therefore, that could with truth be ſaid was, that 


the war had hitherto had only a negative ſucceſs. If the enemy 


had over-run part of the territories of our allies, we had in 
our hands very valuable poſſeſſions of theirs, which rendered 
the war, however unſucceſsful as to the main object of it, not 
unſucceſsful with regard to us individually. The circumſtance 
from which the greateſt danger appeared, and of which he had 
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ſeen an alarming ſymptom in the ſpeeches of Gentlemen who 
ſupported the Amendment, was, that the country was not true 
to itſelf: It had not put hand and heart to the war, as on for- 
mer occaſions, when the ſtake was not ſo great, and the eriſis | 
far leſs formidable. This was owing to ſeveral cauſes, —The 
French revolution, in its earlier ſtages, was looked upon with 
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a favourable eye by the people of this country.—We, all re- 1 | 
garded it as the virtuous effort of a great nation, to correct 3b 


_ the abuſes of its government; as the friends of liberty, we loox- 
ed upon it with an indulgent eye; and although we. ſaw 
things which we could not approve, we. were willing to hope 
that the evil would be tranſitory, and the good permanent. 
Yet even at that time, there were not wanting men of great 
and comprehenfive minds to warn us of the conſequences that 
muſt neceſſarily reſult from the principles on which the French 
revolution was proceeding. A Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Burke), who he- regretted was no longer a Member of that 
Houſe, in a book which he would adviſe all who heard him 
once more to read, had predicted the evils that muſt neceſ- 
ſarily enſue from their doctrines of liberty, equality, and the 
rights of men. It was his fate not to be believed at the time, 
and afterwards to be found completely right. Then came 
the opinions of thoſe who having favoured the French revo- 
lution at its commencement, could not ſo ſoon as others de- 
tach their affections from a ſyſtem that had led to maſſacre 
and ruin. The imaginations of the people at large continued 
to be amuſed by, as he and thoſe with whom he had now 
the happineſs to act contended, a numerous and active party 
infected to the bone with French principles, and intent on the \ 
ſubverhon of the Britiſh conſtitution, . Societies formed by | 
this party had propagated doctrines the moſt hoſtile to the 
intereſts of this country. But it was ſaid the members of theſe 
ſocieties, had been acquitted by the yerdiCt of a jury; ard 
Gentlemen talked of their innocence. in a tone of exultation. 
He wiſhed them joy of the innocence of an acquitted. felon, _ 
[He was called to order by a Member, under the gallery, 
who, ſaid. he, could not hear without indignation the term 
Velen applied to a man who had been, acquitred, and the 
verdict of an Engliſh jury arraigned and degraded. I 
Mr, Windham, in explanation, ſaid he did not mean to ar- 
raign the verdict of a jury; he meant only to ſay that the ac- 
quittal of the perſons who had been brought to trial for treaſon, 
although proof that there was no legal evidence of their guilt 
in the opinion of the juries, by no means proved that they 
were free from moral guilt, The evidence in his mind eſtabliſh 
| ed the direct contrary. The minds of the people, as he had 
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before obſerved, were agitated by a party here countenanced 
and ſupported by men of great conſideration, who, in ſup- 
port of their. own views, were willing to receive the aid 
of men whoſe views they knew to be very different, 
and ſo far made common cauſe with them. The French 
revolution in à very early ſtage proclaimed univerſal peace; 
and all who applauded this viſionary doctrine, continued to 
applaud thoſe by whom it was promulgated, even after it was 
ſeen that their practice led only to war and devaſtation. Theſe 
were ſome of the circumſtances which had rendered the pro- 
ſecution of the war on our part lefs vigorous than it ought 
to have been. He maintained that our interference in the in- 
ternal affairs of France, when that interference became neceſ- 
fary for our own ſafety, was wile and juſt: It was the diſtruſt 
of this which had unnerved our exertions, and prevented us 
from interfering fo ſoon as we ought to have done. To juſtify 
our interference in the affairs of other nations, he adduced 
the example of the Mancheſter Societies, who had congra- 
tulated the French on their revolution, and quoted a motto from 
Vatel, to a pamphlet which had accidentally come into his 
Hands, to the following purpoſe: Every government that is 
threatened has a right to reſiſt the power that threatens it, till 
fuch time as from that power it is ſecure.” This being the 
ſtate of our right to go to war, what were the true principles 
"of war? Were they not to repel injuries, and to maintain ho- 
nour? How then would our relinquiſhing the war corteſporid 
" wfthele principles? To leave off after ne unſucceſsful cam 
in; to lock up ourſelves in our own conſequence; to lie 
down in fear; to fatten and grow rith; and, in ſhort, to maintain 
moſt anxiouſly that tutum ſervitium ſo degrading to man? 
B The advantages of war or peace were not to be eſtimated by 
he territory or the trade we might gain or loſe. No nation 
could fay—Let us be diſgraced, provided we grow rich; if it 
did, What fafety for its riches? When he received advice, he 
= - muſt confider both the advice itſelf, and thoſe from whom it 
____  * came. "Approving or diſapproving of the French revolution 
muſt in future decide and diſtinguiſh the political characters 
of men They were extremes irreconcileable, and what was 
fit for the one could never be good for the other. When, 
therefore, any man offered him advice, he would firſt aſk to 
_ © which of the two deſcriptions he belonged; and if he found 
him to differ in this eſſential point from himſelf, he would 
 fays © This may be good advice for you, but cannot be good 
advice for me. The people of this country, he truſted, would 
in future think this diſtinction as ſtrongly marked as he did. 
He could not ſeg upon what principle or with what WF ; 
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thoſe, who originally conſidered the war as juſt and neceſſary, 
could now change their opinion. The Hon. Gentleman who 
moyed the Amendment, had, as far, as his ſingle. vote went, 
contributed to embark his country in the war; and, having 
done ſo, was it fair, merely on account of diſaſters, per- 
haps only caſual and temporary, to abandon it? The con- 
federacy againſt the common enemy wos not to he c hfidered 
as diſſolved, becauſe one or two of its members Had with- 
drawn. Even if it were diſſolved, how long was it ſinee we 
entertained the idea that Great Britain alone was not able to 
cope with France? With reſpeCt to the number of the well- 
diſpoſed, inhabitants of France, there was no reaſon. to be- 
lieve that our chance of co-operation within the kingdom was 
leſs than it had been at any former period. He was aſtoniſhed 
at hearing any man talk of the ſtability of the French govern- 
ment, which exhibited nothing but a ſucceſſion of * 5 
ſudden as the ſhifting ſcenes of a pantomime, and theſe changes 
generally effected by violence. Nor was peace more likely to be 
obtained for our aſking for it. If it were, what would « be 
the ſituation of this country? A ſituation ſo awful, that he durſt 
hardly contemplate it. The intercourſe between the, two 
countries muſt be opened; the French would pour in their 
emiſſaries, and all the.-Engliſh infected with French principles, 
whom we had now the means of excluding, would re- 
turn to diſſeminate their abominable tenets among our peo- 
ple. A Jacobinicalclub would be erected at every one's door; of 
property, an inquiſition immediately inftituted reſpecting each 
man's rights to it; and a Conventionimight be even eſtabliſhed 
in the neighbourhood of that Houſe. With what views would 
the French come? With the views very forcibly expreſſed in 
a ſong performed with great applauſe in one of thoſe inno- 
cent ſodieties, as they were now called, a ſtanza of which he 
räecollected: i e Tae | 
Sens „ They come, they. come, the myriads come, 
From Gallia to invade us; SOS 
_ - Raiſe, raiſe the-pike, beat, beat the drum, 
They come like friends to aid us.” 


They would go among our poor, among our labourers, 
among our manufacturers, and teach them the doctrine of 
liber ty and equality. They would point out the gilded. pa- 
laces of the rich, and tell them they ought to be plundered and 
demoliſhed for the benefit of the poor. True it was that the 


poor man had as great an intereſt in the ſecurity of propertx 


as the rich; but could this argument be made ſo clear to the 
poor man, as to perſuade him to reſpect the property of his 


wealthy neighbour while he had no property of his own, or 
ET , ß 
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as it might be, for ſuch was the neceſſary order of ſociety, 
the means of obtaining any, when he ſtood "moſt in need of 
it? In this ſituation of danger then, ſhall we ſend a ſubmiſ- 
five commiſhon to them ? | e 
If the aggreſſion of the Spaniards at Nootka Sound, a place 
ſcarcely marked in our maps, called forth the threatenin 
vengeance of this country, if our own territories are not dil. 
mambered, our reſources almoſt untouched, ſhould we give 
up a war, in compariſon of which all former ones are as 
childrens play, and all peace muſt be ruin ? Such a peace 
would be worſe than any probable event of war. But of the 
future events of war we had no reaſon to deſpond. Exertions, 
greater than the country could make at any former period, 
were now ſo lightly borne as hardly to be felt. Who could 
Tay that he had felt them, except thoſe whoſe expences were 
ſo near the whole extent of their means, that the leaſt acci- 
dent, either in peace or war, muſt reduce them to diſtreſs ? 
Had the poor felt them, unleſs: in a few particular and local 
inſtances? Had a man in that Houſe felt them? Had 
_ thoſe, who were conſtantly telling the poor of the miſeries 
of war, been obliged to curtail a fingle luxury? [Here 
Mr. Sheridan reminded him that the Members were not 
the poor. ] He acknowledged that the Members were opus 
lent, and the repreſentatives of opulence; but he held it 
as a maxim, that if the rich felt no ſuffering, the poor were 
not likely to feel any alſo. It was not the character of the 
Engliſh eaſily to deſpond; perſeverance and invincibility 
were their characteriſtics. They had met France * /ingle- 
_ *Þanded in her proudeſt day. What then can hinder us, unim- 
paired, to go to war with a nation whoſe property is blended, 
whoſe capital is with accelerating 3 away, 
and itſelf upon the brink of poverty? With ſuch a pandemo- 
nium is it poſſible for us for a moment to think of treating? 
They are bleeding ; our wound is but in- deep. The cauſe 
for which they are fighting, it had been ſaid, would animate 
the French, and render them invineible. Where had this 
invincible courage appeared? In what -inſtance, in what 
quarter had the courage of our ſoldiers and ſeamen been infe- 
rior to theirs? Sorry he ſhould be if we could not do for 
the beſt of all cauſes what the French could do in ſupport of 
every thing the moſt flagitious. The French emigrants in 
our ſervice, in every inſtance, had diſplayed a valour and 
" perſeverance not ſurely to be exceeded by their infatuated 
- countrymen, againſt whom they were reduced to the neceſſity 
of taking up arms, Mr. Windham dwelt at ſome length on the 
- unimpaired reſources of this country, compared with the unna- 
tural, and, conſequently, unſound reſources of France, EN 
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which he inferred that, whatever preſent appearances might 
indicate, we muſt be ultimately fucc-{sful. He exhorted 
the Houſe to imitate the perſeverance of the French, who en- 
dured every hardſhip, and in all their domeſtic conteſts, to 
do them juſtice, never forgot the common cauſe of their 
country. He concluded with recommending the advice given 
by King William to his Parliament after an unſucceſsful 
campaign that by perſevering they might hope, with con- 
fidence, to preſerve their er ee. liberties, and conſtitution, 
if they were not wanting to themſelves, and diſplayed the pa- 
tient ſpirit of Engliſimen. | 8 
Mr. Bankes declared himſelf: to be as much aſtoniſhed at 
What had fallen from the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Wind- 
ham), as that Gentleman had ſtated: himſelf to be at the 
ſpeech of his Hon. Friend (Mr. Wilberforce); a | ſpeech 
which was replete with that manly and decided reaſoning, 
which ſo ſtrongly characterized every opinion advanced by 
that Hon. Gentleman. He did not however feel much fur- 
priſed that any perſon, who had been ſo ſtrenuous an advo- 
_ cate for the commencement of the preſent war, ſhould con- 
tinue ſo warm in his approbation of its continuance. 

Mir. Bankes ſaid, he had voted for the war as juſt and neceſ- 
ſary, becauſe it was undertaken in conſequence of an aggreſ- 
Gon on the part of the French. But there muſt be ſome period 
for reſtoring peace. He lamented to fee that period put off 
by the Speech from the Throne, and the Addreſs, to ſuch a 
_ diſtance, as afforded little proſpect ſhort of an eternal ſtate of 
warfare. Were we, he aſked, to be in à ſtate: of eternal 
warfare? Were we never to treat with France while France 
had a republican government? Thoſe who anſwered in the 
_ affirmative / ought to be able to 'ſhew that the republican 
government of France 'mult* be ſpeedily diſſolved. If they 
could not ſhew this, as he thought they were unable to do, 
it was no ſymptom of fear to ſay, that a war of ſuch indefi- 
nite duration muſt be productive of inevitable diſtreſſes, that 
even national bankruptcy might be the conſequence, and that 
it was wiſe and prudent to look to the earlieſt opportunity 
of making peace. It ſeemed to him that the French Repub- 
lic would laſt longer than the war ſyſtem could laſt. We 
muſt treat ſome time or other, and the earlieſt time was the 
beſt. The allies with whom we had engaged in the war, were 
much more deeply intereſted in it than we. One of theſe 
_ allies was negotiating 3 the co-operation of another even 
money could not buy; and the complete aſſiſtance of the 
Emperor we were not to expect gratuitouſly. Was Great 

Britain ſingly, or at her ſole expence, to fight the battles of 


„ woobr alls PARLIAMENTARY: REPORTS: [Cppanonts, 


all thoſe allies? There was no degradation in offering to 
treat on fair and. equal terms. True; magnanimity conſiſted 
not in haughtineſs, but in candour and plain dealing. If we 
were at war with an acknowledged power, we might have 
peace in the worſt event by ſome ſacrifice of commerce or of 
territory; but in the preſent war we ſtaked every thing, for 
we faid we would not treat with the exiſting Government of 
France, and held out no proſpect but that of extermination 
on the one ſide or other. WE. ought therefore to explain to 
the French that we were willing to treat upon equitable terms, 
and that we had no intention of interfering with their inter- 
nal government. He was convinced that the riſk incurred 
by making peace was infinitely leſs than that of continuing 
the war, and therefore thought it a duty he owed to his coun - 
try and his conſtituents to vote for the e ee a 

Mr. Buxton ſaid, there was nothing in the Addreſs that he 
«clared we would not treat with the French Republic. He 
lamented the arguments for diſcontinuing the war, which he 
had no doubt would be read with acclamation in the French 
Convention. Feeling, as he did, the diſtreſſes of the coun- 
try, and having ſeen them to be great, he would rather ſpend 
his laſt ſhilling, and ſhed the laſt drop of his blood, than | 
ſubmit to treat with the preſent rulers of France. | 

Sir Richard Hill ſaid, “Mr. Speaker, Though I never at- 
tempt to deliver my ſentiments in this Houſe without feeling 
that awe and reſpect which are due to the aſſembly before 
which I ſtand, yet at no time do I remember to have riſen | 
under ſo much diſtreſs and agitation as I do at preſent. | 
Any one, who may have paid the ſmalleſt attention to the h 
conduct of ſoinfignificant an individual, muſt have obſerved 
that for the Hos of many years I have ſhewn an uniform 
and ſteady attachment to the preſent Adminiſtration, and 
particularly to the truly worthy and diſtinguiſhed character 


at the helm of public affairs; I have therefore always efteem- 


ed it my honour and my happineſs to on ans _ nn 
Aupport and my confidence. But 8 
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Sir, my difficulty does not end. here. I have always un- 
derſtood that an Addreſs of thanks for a Speech from the 
Throne carried with it a degree of perſonal reſpect to the 
Throne itſelf : Happy then ſhould I efteem myſelf, could 1 
give my voice for the original motion this night; but if Jam 

thereby to be looked upon as pledging myſelf to vote ſor the 
continuation of the war, I cannot in conſcience do it. Ho, 
Sir, can J again look my conſtituents or my countrymen - 
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che face, were I to vote the money out of their pockets; and 
the blood out of their veins, in ſupport of a war which has 
kitherto been diſaſtrous in the extreme, and which, if per- 

ſiſted in, Iam perfuaded will be moſt awful in the event 2 7 
et is true, when the war firſt took place I voted for it as a 

war of juffice and of neceſſity, nay, as a war which was un- 
avoidable. I was eonvinced that our alarms, both as to inter- 

nal and external danger, were far ſrom being chimerical or 
groundleſs, and I thought, and do think, that much praiſe 
was due to Government for their timely and wiſe exertions 
for the fafety of the country. But when our laſt campaign 
was ended, and we had fulfilled every engagement with our 
| allies (who, by the bye, had fulfilled none with us), I was 

_ exceedingly grieved to fee that miniſters were bent on proſe- 

_cnting the war, and ſhould certainly have voted for a motion 
made for peace, towards the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, by a 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox)—whoſe philanthropy is uni- 
verſally acknowledged, and whoſe lenity I myſelf have fuC. 

| ficiently experienced, when he might, by a word, have 

criſhel me to aioms—had it not been for ſomething which 
fell from the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the courſe of 
the debate, which was, That the French Convention" would de- 
clare any of thew Members traitors who ſhould but mention peace 
with England. This decided my vote that night; but let it 
be obſerved that the ſanguinary faction of Robeſpierre then 
ruled. Since then ſeveral months have elapſed, during which 
we have been” proſecuting the avar with vigour; as it is called; 
but what have we, or what have our allies, gained by it 

believe the\ word RUIN: will anſwer the queſtion: fe f 

parties. Try it for the Emperor; try it for th i © 

Spain; try it for the King of Sardinia; try it for 8 

holder; I am unwilling to ſay, try it for ourſelves. 


* 


auy ſteps been taken by us to put an end to the war? I fear 
none at all. On the contrary, have we not been ſohciting, 
bribing, courting, coaxing Kings and Emperors to carry on 
the war almoſt whether they would or not? And with what 
difficulty have they at laſt been coaxed to defend their own 
_ territories wich Engliſh mone dd nn, 
To bring this matter to a ſhort iſſue Is there an honeſt 
independent man in this Houſe who will not aſk, Is there, 
or is there not, an opportunity of making peace on any tole- 
rable terms? If it be faid yer, then, in God's name. let us 
endeavour to do it without delay; if no, then let us withdraw _ 
our forces from the continent, and keep them to defend our- 
ſelves. Let Old England add to her wooden walls, by which 
ſhe has ever proved herfelf miſtreſs of the ocean, and ſhouted 
on the vaſt theatre of the globe that Britannia rules the waves. 
f LEED oe re? ons «I would 
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« I would not be underſtood, from any thing I have ſaid, to 
lay our miſcarriages at the door of the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
I believe he inherits his illuſtrious father's ſentiments with 
regard to continental wars, inſomuch that what one of our 
own poets ſaid of a quondam great miniſter of France, may 
juſtly be applied to him, 6 64D wy 


> 
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Peace is my dear delight, not Fleury's inore.“ 


« believe he kept off war as long as in prudence he thought 
that he poſſibly could, and till he apprehended both juſtice and 
neceſſity compelled him to enter into it. But he has been un- 
fortunate, things have turned out contrary to his expectation; 
and I ſadly fear, that unlefs the preſent ſyſtem be abandoned, 
no change for the better can be expected. Under this per- 

ſuaſion, Sir, I give my. hearty approbation of my worthy 
friend's Amendment. 7 ee ITY 

The Chancellor of the Exeheqner and Mr.” Sheridan roſe at the 
ſame time, but. after ſome perſeverance, Mr. Sheridan gave 
* 3 | bp | 

| The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, © I ſhquld not have ſo 
much endeavoured, Sir, to have engaged your attention at the 
preſent moment, had not a ſudden indiſpoſition ſeized me, 
which I was. apprehenſive might, at a later hour, bave incapa- 
citated me from entering fully into the diſcuſſion of a queſtion, 
upon which I muſt be ſuppoſed to feel moſt anxious to deliver 
my ſentiments. 24 i i 
« I am aware, that there are ſome. Gentlemen with whom 
the original opinions, which they have expreſſed on the war, 
prevent me from entertaining any hopes of concurrence. But 
there are, other Gentlemen, who having ſupported the war at 
its commencement, have been led, by the diſaſtrous events of 
the campaign, to change their former ſentiments, and to with- 
draw theirformer ſupport. It is with theſe Gentlemen that. I 
ſhall conſider myſelf more immediate!lF at iſſue. And, Sir, I 
muſt firſt make ſome remarks on the arguments which they 
have drawn from the words of the Addreſs. To this Addreſs 
they ſay, that they cannot give their aſſent, becauſe. it pledges 
them never to make PEE EY the republican. Government of 
France. I do not conlider that it does fo pledge them. It ſays 
only, that with a, government, ſuch as the preſent government 
of France, we cannot treat on terms that can be deemed 
ſecure. And, Sir, where does there exiſt this imperious neceſ- 
fity to ſue for peace? Are we ſunk down and depreſſed to ſuch 
an abſence of hope, and to ſuch a want of reſources ? If we 
were indeed fo calamitouſly fituated—if we were indeed fo 
devoid of hope, and fo deprived of refources—if the continu- 
ance of the war produced ſo intolerable a preflure, then, per- 
MY 3 eee 
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haps, we might conſent to a change of ſyſtem. I am ready te 


confeſs, that I can conceive an imaginary cafe of a peace being 
made with the government of France, even in its republican 
form; but I will fairly ſay alſo, that I have no idea of any 

eace being ſecure, unleſs France return to the monarchical 
ſyſtem. That there may, however, be intermediate changes that 
may give the probability of a peace with that country, even if 
it continued a Republic, I am ready to allow, though I cer- 


tainly think that the monarchical form of conſtitution is beſt, 


for all the countries of Europe, and moſt calculated to enſure 
to each of them general and individual happineſs. Conſider- 
ing myſelf, therefore, as I ſaid before, principally at iſſue with 
thoſe who now, for the firſt time, diſſent from the proſecution 


of the war, I am content to deliver my ſentiments before 1 
hear the arguments of ſome Gentlemen who will probably 


enter into a more full diſcuſhon than the ſubject has yet 
received. | TEE Tg | + 2 
Fir, the reaſons that have induced Gentlemen to diſſent 
from the proſecution of the war, ſeem to have poſſeſſed a con- 
fiderable influence on the manner in which they ſpeak of the 
juſtice and neceſſity of the war at its commencement z and 
their language is now fainter and feebler than I had reaſon to 


expect. Contending, as thefe Gentlemen and I did, with the 


new and monſtrous ſyſtem of cruelty, anarchy, and impiety z 
againſt thoſe whoſe principles trampled.upon civilized ſociety, 
religion, and Jaw—contending, I ſay, with ſuch a ſyſtem, I 
could not have entertained the ſlighteſt expectation, that from 
them would have proceeded ſuch an Amendment. 
It hag pleaſed inſcrutable Providence that this power of 
France ſhould triumph over every thing that has been oppoſed 
to it; but let us not therefore fall without making any efforts 
to reſiſt it—let us not ſink without meaſuring its ſtrength. If 


any thing could make me agree to retire from the conteſt, it 


- would be the conſciouſneſs of not being able to continue it. I 


ſpect. I would not yield till I could exclaim, 


would at leaſt have no cauſe to reproach myſelf on the retro- 


— Potuit quæ plurima virtus 
Eſſe fuit, toto certatum eſt corpore regni. 3 ä : 
If, Sir, I have expreſſed myſelf with more emotion than 
is conſiſtent with the propriety of debate; the particular ſitu- 


ation in which I. ſtand, oppoſing and conteſting the opinions 


of thoſe, with whom I have been on all occaſions in almoſt all 
points fortunate enough to agree, will, Itruſt, excuſe the warmth 
of my feelings. „„ e 
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«© The arguments uſed by my Hon. Friend, in ſupport of his 
Amendment, may be divided into two claſſes : 'The impolicy of 
continuing the war, and the infecurity of peace. One of the 
arguments which he uſes in ſupport of the impolicy of continu- 
ing the war, is grounded on the recent changes that have taken 
place in France. My Right Hon. Friend's ſpeech was a ſufficient 
anſwer to that argument. The change that has taken place in 
France, is only the change of an attachment to a name, and 
not to a ſubitance. Thoſe who have ſucceeded to the govern- 
ment ſince the fall of Robeſpierre, have ſucceeded to the fame. 

rt of government. They adopt the ſame Revolutionary 

<ylitem ; and though they have made a more moderate uſe of 
their power than Robeſpierre, yet they differ from him only 
about as much as Robeſpierre did from Briſſot, who incited 

the war againſt this country. The preſent Government, there- 
fore, deſerves no. more the name of moderation, than that 
eſtabliſhed by Briſſot and his followers, who committed the 
unprovoked aggreſſion againſt Great Britain. The ſyſtem of 
the preſent governors has its root in the ſame unqualified rights 
of man—the ſame principles of liberty and equality, prin- 
ciples, by which they flatter the people with the poſſeſſion 
of the theoretical rights of man, all of which they vitiate and 
violate in practice. The mild principles of our Government 
are a ſtanding reproach to their's, which are as intolerant as the 
rankeſt Popith bigotry, Their pride and ambition lead them 
not ſo much to conquer, as to carry defolation and deſtruction 
into all the Governments of Europe. Have we any right 
therefore to ſuppoſe, that victory and triumph can produce ſo 

_ great a change in their deteſtable principles, or that ſucceſs is 
ſuch a corrective of all thoſe vicious qualities that pervade 
their principles and their practice ? V 

Do the Gentlemen who now deſert the war expect that a 
peace can be obtained, of ſuch a nature, as has been ſo well 
deſcribed by my Hon. Friend, (Mr. Caz ning?) Do they hope 
for a free and uſcful commerce? Do they expect that the ar- 
mies on both ſides will be diſbanded, arid the fleets be called 
bome ? Do they mean to put an end to the Traitorous Corre- 
ſpondence Act? I believe not. To ſuch a ſituation of confi- 
dence, thoſe who now hold a language far different from what 
they formerly did, may ſay, that we can return. They may affirm 
that the poiſon of the French doctrines will not be contagious, 
and that we ſhall not be infected by the contact. I ſay, in op- 

_ Poſition to all this, that, if we made peace, as a matter of hard 
neceſſity, We ſhould be obliged to increaſe our precautions; 1 
ſay that the termination of hoſtilities would be the adoption of 
a ſyſtem which, without ſaving ourſelves, would hazard all 
| — 5 e | thole 
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| thoſe for whom we ought to riſk our beſt exertions and our 


lives. But how long would this {tate of trouble or repoſe laſt ? 
How will you come to the conteſt when it is renewed ? If you 


diſband your armies; if yon diminiſh your force; you will 
then put an end to that machine which, under the two firſt 
years of a war, can barely be ſaid to Fave been raiſed to a point 


high enough to try the ſtrength of the country. Diſband your 


force, and ſee if the fame means and the ſame period can raiſe 


it again to the ſame point. You will then be oppoſed in ano- 
ther war with a diminiſhed military power, to an enemy, who 


may have found it as difficult to diſband her armies, as you 


would find it difficult to collect freſh forces. They will 


again be prepared to ſtart with the ſame gigantic reſources, de- 
riving freſh confidence from the diſpoſition which you had 


| ſhewn to peace, and new vigour from the interval which had 


been afforded to hoſtilities. But will that be all? What aſſiſt- 
ance can you expect from the continental Powers if you dif- 
ſolve the confederacy ? and can you expect to aſſemble ſuch a 
_ confederacy again? Suppoſe the enemy made an attack upon 
Holland, Pruſſia, Auſtria, Spain, and the States of Italy, or all 
or each of theſe ;z on what grounds I would atk, could you 
rouſe the ſpirit, or raiſe the vigour of this country again, when, 
from a ſenſe of your inferiority, you have before giver up the 
conteſt at a period when the confederacy was at its height ? 
On the event of this night's debate, may depend what ſhall be 


your future ſituation with reſpect to your allies. If you do 
not now proclaim your weakneſs, if you do not renounce your 


proſpects, you have {till great hopes from the alliance of Eu- 
rope. Neither Pruſſia, Auſtria, Spain, and the States of Italy, 
are yet in ſuch a ſituation that their , aſſiſtance may not be 
looked to in carrying on the conteft. 'The Hon. Gentlemen 
who ſupported the Amendment, difclaimed the language of 
fear; they faid they knew what Great Britain could do, if 
once it was rouſed. What then is to be inferred ſrom all 
their former profeſſions ? Is this then a buſineſs, in which, 
after all, we were not ſerious? Is this cauſe, which has 
been admitted to involve not only the moſt important intereſts 
of Great Britain, but the ſafety of Europe and the order of 
ſociety, not conſidered to be of ſuch a nature as requires all the 
energies of the country? What then is the greater neceſſity 


to which they looked? What the occaſion on which they 


: deemed that they could more worthily employ their efforts? 
If we ſhould diſſolve the powerful confederacy with which we 
are now united, could we hope again to bring it back at our 


ſummons; and ſhall we not in the caſe of a freſh rapture be 


expoſed alone to the fury of France, without the ſmalleſt pro- 
| | is O 2 | . ſpeck 
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ſpeQ of aſſiſtance from any other quarter? Beſides, I think, I 


ſhall ſhew you that you are deſired to relinquiſh the conflict, 
at a time when all the national and artificial reſources of your 
enemy are verging to a rapid diſſolution. | 


I muſt now take notice of a ſpeculation which has been 
indulged ; that if you withdraw, France will return to ſome 


more moderate ſyſtem of government. I aſk whether we 


ought to put ourſelves in ſuch a ſituation of hazard, which, 
if decided againſt us, would involve us in much greater cala- 


mities than we have yet experienced, and would reduce us 
to a ſituation in which we ſhould be without means and 
without 3 „ | . : 


« When it was Faid, therefore, that a peace will have the 
effect to overthrow the government of France, the propoſition 


is by no means clear; the probability is much greater, 
that the perſons now at the head of the government, will, 


in order to centinue their. own power (and in France, it is 


to be recollected, that the continuance of their power is 
connected with that of their lives, ſo that, in addition to the 
incentives of ambition, they have the all-powerſul motive of 


ſelf-preſervation), be induced to continue the ſame ſyſtem of 
meaſures that now prevails. Obliged as they would be to 
recal a numerous army from the frontiers, will the troops 
of whom it was compoſed, after having taſted the ſweets of 


plunder and the licence of the field, be contented to return 
to the peaceful occupations of induſtry? Will they not, 
in order to amule their daring ſpirit, and divert from them 
elves the effects of their turbulence, be compelled to find 


them ſome employment ? And what is the employment to 
which they will moſt naturally direct their firſt attention? 
They will employ them to cruſh all the remains of courage, 


loyalty, and piety, that are yet to be found in France; and ex- 


tinguith all that gallant and unhappy party from whoſe co-ope- 


ration we may promiſe ourſelves, at any future period, to de- 
rive advantage. What elſe can be expected from thoſe 
 Moderates, who, though aſſuming that appellation, have, in 


ſucceeding to the party of Robeſpierre, only eſtabliſhed them- 
ſelves on a new throne of terror? Thus the peace which 
is in the preſent inſtance propoſed, as the means of ſafety, 
will ultimately only operate to enſure the work of dc- 
ſtruction. my | „5 . 

« This being my feeling, my objection to aſking for peace 
is, that peace, under the preſent circumſtances, is not deferable, 
unleſs you can ſhew that the preſſure is greater than, as I ſhall, 
prove to you from a comparative view of the ſituation and 
reſources of the two countries, it is, 7 


- 4 


10 But 
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But this is but a ſmall part of my objections to the mea. 
ſure, My next objection is, that my Hon. Friend has not 
told us what ſort of peace we are to have; unleſs, therefore, 
they ſtate this, I ſay, rhat they would reduce us to a gratuitous 
loſs of honour, and an unneceſſary deſpair. On the kind of 
peace we might obtain, I will aſk my Hon. Friend whether 

he will ſay that we ought to leave the Auſtrian Netherlands 

in the poſſeſſion of the French ?—He will not fay ſo. 
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& I have heard it ſtated in paſſing, that the ground of war 
has been done away by the Dutch negotiation for peace. 
However paradoxical it may appear, I aſſert that the ſafety of 
Holland, even if ſhe do make peace, depends on our being 
at war; for if both countries were at peace, then France 
would be left without reſtraint. Who that looks to the pro- 

ceedings of the Convention, does not ſee that it is their 
policy, on every occanon, to keep up their arrogant and me- 
nacing ſyſtem, and to hold a high tone of ſuperiority with 
reſpect to all other nations? By theſe means they have con- 
trived to cheriſh that ſpirit of enthuſiaſm among the people, 
which has enabled them to make ſuch extraordinary exertions, 
and on which they depend for the continuance of their 
power. But who, I would aſk, will ſay that France will 
make peace on terms, I will not make uſe of the word mo- 
deration, but of conceſſion, when you make peace from a 
confeſhon of her ſuperiority ? And this naturally leads me 
to an aſſertion made uſe of by me during the laſt ſeſhon (an 
aſſertion not accurately alluded to by an Hon. Baronet), re- 
lative to the decree of the National Convention of the 13th 
April, which ſtates, that the preliminary of peace muſt be 
a recognition of the unity and indiviſibility of the Republic, 
on the terms of equality; a decree which has neither been 
_ repealed nor modified, and which, if you make peace during 
its exiſtence, would ſign the diſſolution of your Parliaments 
and of your preſent ſyitem of civil ſociety. | | 
„Again, I fay, that if this were only an ordinary war, 
and if after two years you had gained the Weſt India Iſlands 
as an indemnification, and had been convinced of the ſtrength 
of your own reſources, and that the means of the enemy 
were decaying, would you conſent to make conceſhons in 
order to obtain peace? You received the Weſt India Co- 
lonies into your protection, will you then give them back to 
a ſyſtem, under which they can have no protection? I ſay 
we cannot do this without being convinced that the further 
continuance of the war could only produce misfortune, mi- 
ſery, and ruin, Will you add ſomething more terrific to the 
: EE „ | Colonies 
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Colonies than all the horrors of that miſerable trade which | 
has peopled thoſe miſerable Colonies ? PE, 

„Before tao you made ſuch a ſurrender, there is ano- 
ther queſtion to be conſidered: No leſs thin whether you 
would afford to the French an unreſiſted opportunity of work- 
ing upon the unfortunate ſyſtem that now prevails in that 
country; ; and introducing their,povernment of anarchy, the 
horrors of which are even ak dreadful than thoſe of 
flavery. To thoſe who have in common deplored the miſeries 
of the unfortunate Negroes, it muſt appear aſtoniſhing, that 
any propoſition likely to be attended with ſuch conſequences, 
could ever enter into the mind of my Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Wilberforce). Beſides, it is impoſſible to aſcertain what a 
wide-ſpread circle of calamity, the adoption of this propoſi- 
tion may produce. If once the principles. of Jacobiniſm 
ſhould obtain a footing in the French Weſt India Iflands, 
could we hope that our own would be- ſafe from the conta- 
gion? If it has been found ſcarcely poſſible to ſhut out the 
infection of theſe principles from the well-tempered, and 
variouſly blended orders of ſociety which ſubſiſt in this 
country, where a principle of ſubordination runs through all 


the ranks of ſociety, and all are united by a reciprocity of 
connexion and intereſt, what may be expected to be their 


effects operating upon the deplorable. ſyſtem pervading that 
quarter? It would be giving up your own colonies ſpeedily 
to be devoted to all the horrors of anarchy and devaſtation. 

“Such would be the /farus quo. That the fatus quo 
would probably not be accepted, I have before argued. Will 
the country, therefore, conſign itſelf, if not to the language, 
at leaſt to the poſture, of fapplieation ? | 

With reſpect to our fituation, I: have not heard it fo 
fully ſtated as it is my intention to do. 

Of the laſt campaign I ſhall not be ſuſpected of a wiſh 
to conceal the diſaſters, to deny the defeats, or to difallow 
the bad effects of the wounds inflicted on the two great 
military powers of Europe. But can I forget what the ener- 
gies and perſeverance of Britons have effected in former wars? 
or that conſtaney from a point of honour in greater difhcul- 
ties, has at length produced the object at which it aimed? 

« Will any man ſay, that the bare event of military diſ- 
aſters, and territories taken, is a fair way of weighing the 
reſources of the belligerent Powers? No, not in any wars, 
and leaſt of all in this, as far as it relates to this country. 


All wars depend now on the finances of the nations engaged 


in them. This obſervation e applies to the preſent 
| War. 
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war. The balance of territorial acquiſitions and pecuniary 
reſources is in our favour; and I am not afraid to aſſert, that 


putting together what has been loſt in territory and what has 
been ſpent in money, yet with a view to reſources, what has 
been loſt by France is more in point of permanent value and 
preſent means than the loſſes of all the Allies compoſed to- 
gether. I have aſſumed this, and I ſhall now prove it. Two 

difficulties occur here, The firſt is the lateneſs of the hour 
at which I am ſpeaking ; the ſecond, a prejudice which has 
ſeized the minds of ſome perſons, that becauſe all efforts to 
deſtroy the reſources of the enemy have been ineffeCtual, we 
ought not to indulge any ſpeculation on the ſabject. 

It has been admitted, that you mult take into your con- 
ſideration the probable means poſſeſſed by both parties for 
continuing the conteſt, —What are the means of the French? 

„The immenſe means of pecuniary expenditure greater 
than was ever known. | 5 | | 

The requiſition. 

« The arreſt of property. | 
I ſay that no man will look at this general deſcription with- 


out confeſſing, that ſuch a ſyitem could only be produced by _ 


deſpotiſm, and ſupported by terror, and that every thing that 
weakens that ſyſtem of terror, diminiſhes the means of the 
enen | HSI ARE | N 
« Let us enter into a view of the actual expenditure of 
France. This expenditure, ſince the Revolution, has amount- 
ech to the enormous ſum of four hundred and eighty millions, 
ſpent ſince the commencement of the war. Three hundred 
and twenty millions have been the price of the efforts that 
have enabled them to wreſt from the Allies thoſe territories, 
which are now in their poſſeſſion. What your expences have 
been during the ſame period, I need not ſtate; I aſk now, 
whether it is likely that France will fee you exhauſted fit ? 
| think not. But it may be ſaid, that what the French have 


ſpent, proves what they can ſpend. To this I reply, Have 


they been enabled to bear this expenditure, by the increaſe of 
their revenue, or by any of the ordinary means of France ? 
No: But by the creation of an unlimited paper credit. I de- 
ire Gentlemen to look at all the debates of the National 
Convention, and they wiil find that all the. deputies agree in 
this point, that they cannot increaſe the emiſſion of the paper 
money without ruin; and that the miſeries ariſing from this 
ſyſtem, aggravate all the calamities of the country. Many 
perſons at firſt imagined that aſſignats muſt have ſtoppe 
carly in 1793. The fact undoubtedly was, that, previouſly to 
that period, it was thought the emiſſion was ar” than 
1 — 2H 85 ä | France 
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France could bear, and that no further creation could take 
place without producing a depreciation on the value of aſſig- 
nats, and an immoderate increaſe in the price of proviſions. 
The whole circulating medium of France at the higheſt, was 
90,000,000 ſterling. In Ayguit 1793, aſſignats exiſted to 
the amount of 140 millions / commerce was then declining; 
agriculture was diſcouraged; population checked; a forced 
loan of forty millions was adopted on the idea, that to the 
amount of 130 millions they could not maintain aſſignats in 
circulation; as early as May or June, aſſignats had loft nearly 
half their value. A louis in ſpecie ſoon afterwards produced 
144 livres; then it was, that the ſyſtem of terror commenced, 


and that a ſyſtem of credit was begun, which had its founda- 


tion in fear. It may be aſked, could any man have imagined 
that ' ſuch a plan would have been reſorted to? That it was 
reſorted to—that it ſucceeded, has been e Let us look 
to the principles of it. _ | 

There was a law which compli every man to take at 
par, that which was at worth one fixeh of the ſum for which 
it was taken : ; 

« A law for the maximum of the price of all commodi- 


ties: 


„A law by kick no e was permitted to renounce 
his occupation, under the penalty of twenty years impriſon- 
ment. — But you will tell me, that this proves how unlimited 
the powers and reſources of the French are. My reply is, 
that ſuch a ſyſtem could neither be undertaken nor ſucceed 
but by means which could not laſt. I will not detain you by 
detail, but merely mention the other means of terror: The 
conſtant activity of the guillotine; the ferocious deſpotiſm 
of the Deputies on miſſions. In addition to all. the other 
engines of torture, Cambon, the mouth of the Convention in 
matters of finance, tells us, that, in every diſtrict, there were 
Revolutionary Committees to watch the execution of the de- 
crees of the Convention, and to enable the Convention to ſeize 
the ſpoil of the people ; the pay of theſe Committees amounted 
annually to 26 millions ſterling. I ſay this ſtanding army of 


Revolutionary Committees is a mean ene to produce ſo 


mighty an end. 

Let us add now a new creation of aſſignats of 130 * 
hons, which increaſed the total to 260 millions. Will any 
man ſay, that though the ſyſtem of terror is done away, the 
effects can remain? When the ſyſtem of terror was at an end, 
the maximum ceaſed to be obſerved: Aſſignats were then con- 
verted into money, and hence the diſcount became enormous. 


The fall of ä took EOF in July: Three months 


af ter- 
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afterwards, the difcount was 3«4ths per cent. or 75 on the 100. 
J have even the authority of Palhen for ſaying that the French 
cannot maintain their aflignats, without contracting their et- 
pences and diminiſhing their forces. The other means te 
which I have alluded, were the requifrtion of perfons and pro- 
perty. I cannot, at this late hour, ſtate the effects of theſe 
means; but let me aſk Gentlemen whether they could ſubſiſt 
without a ſyſtem of terror? ; 02-5 2 BORON 
If, therefore, you ate not wanting to yourſelves, I fay 
there are ſufficient reaſons to induce you to a cheerful acqui- 


eſcence in the Addreſs propoſed to you. There are ſome - 
other points on which I ſhall not exhauſt the patience of the 


Houſe. | 

The French have retired from a ſyſtem of terror; they are 
cheering commerce and reviving agriculture! Are they? 
Recollect that it is not ſo eaſy to heal ſuch deep wounds. I 
neither commerce nor agriculture can now flourifh, what. other 
_ reſources have they? Can they increafe the amount of affig- 
nats, or reſort to a forced Joan ?—No. What then have 
they? Can they reſtore the ſyſtem of terror? If Robeſpierre 
were raiſed from the dead, could they revive it? Much, 
much more difficult muſt it be to revive it than it was to main- 
tain fl. : 1 | | 

And nowT come to what appears to me to be an import 
ant obſervation, If you give the French peace, you allow 
them an interval to collect freſh refources, and to combine new 
energies. Whereas, if you preſs them now with vigour, you 

will reduce them to the neceſſity of iſſuing more aſſignats, and 

thus rapidly exhauſt their reſources. It has been well faid, 
that keeping up a large military force is what they cannot bear, 

I ſuppoſe Holland to make peace; I ſuppoſe Pruſſia not to af- 
ford us much affiſtance, and yet I ſee no reaſon to believe that, - 
in the next campaign, we cannot increaſe the Britiſh forces on 

the continent to an amount that ſhall nearly ſupply the de- 

ficiency of Pruffian troops, and act with more effec. 7 
„Other Powers look with attention and anxiety on this 
night's debate. If you afford to thoſe Powers the means of 
making large exertions, you will oblige France to make effort 
to which the is now unequal. If you act with ſpirit, I ſee ng 

reaſon why the powers of Italy and Spain may not make a di- 
verſion, and thereby accelerate that effect which I have before 


| Rated, the compelling the French to retire within their own 


territories.” | | oat a 
Mr. Fox faid, that fatigued and exhauſted as he felt hitſelf, 
and diſguſted as the Houſe muſt be at hearing a repetition" of che 


- tame arguments upon which we had been involved in a 
e fitua⸗ 
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ſituation diſaſtrous beyond example, if he did not endeayour 
to ſtate to the Houſe the neceſſity of adopting the Amendment, 
or an amendment of ſome ſuch nature, he thould be wanting 
in his duty. On the conduct of the war, not a word had 
been ſaid. The Hon. Baronet who moved the Addreſs, had 
declined all diſcuſſion on that head, expreſſing his belief that 
thoſe who were entruſted with conducting it would give the 
neceſſary explanations at a future period. The time would 
come for thoſe explanations, or, at leaſt, for calling for them. 


At preſent, he wiſhed Gentlemen to conſider the horrible pic- 


ture which two of his Majeſty's miniſters had given of our 
ſituation ; that we were engaged, and muſt perſevere in a 


_ conteſt, the iſſue of which involved not territory or com- 
-merce, not victory or defeat, in the common acceptation of 


the words, but our conſtitution, our country, our exiſtence 


as a nation. Viewing this picture, he was gli that truth and 
reaſon had at length found their way to the minds of ſome 


men. He ſhould have thought it ſtrange indeed, if, while fo 
many had ſeparated from him in differences of political opinion, 
there ſhould have been none to adopt the opinions which he 


ſtill retained. Thoſe who moved and ſupported the Amend- 


ment now, ſaid, that the Houſe of Commons ought not, by 
their Addreſs to the Crown, to pledge themſelves never to 


agree to a peace with France, while the preſent republican 


Government exiſted. Was this a new doctrine ? — Certainly 
not : But it was new to call upon 75 Houſe for ſuch a pledge. 
It was the firſt time of aſking them to aſſure his Majeſty that 
they would never think it adviſeable to treat with the French 
Republic on the preſent ſyſtem, unleſs in a cafe of ſuch im- 
perious neceſſity on the part of this country as muſt preclude 
all reaſoning 3 and he gave miniſters credit for their candour in 
aſking them thus fairly, and without equivocation. _ 
[Mr. Pitt intimated, acroſs the table, that expreſſions in a 


former Addreſs pledged the Houle to this.] | 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he wiſhed to give the Right Hon. Gentleman 
ſome credit for candour, but he ſo deteſted the thing that he 
could not endure even the name. He knew there were ex- 
preſſions in former Addreſſes that might admit of ſuch a con- 
ſtruction, and, aware that they would be ſo conſtrued, when 
miniſters found it convenient, he had warned, but in vain, 
the Houſe againſt adopting them. If in the misfortunes of 
his country it were poſſible not to ſympathiſe, he ſhould feel 


ſome conſolation in obſerving the effect of double- dealing; of 

wing words in one ſenſe, with che intention of their being un- 

derſtood in another; of courting the ſupport of ſome upon one 
interpretation, and of others upon an interpretation directly 


oppo- 
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_ oppoſite. If the Miniſter had faid candidly and plainly, in 
the firſt inſtance, *© This war is undertaken for the expreſs 
purpoſe of deſtroying the French Government, and, come 
what will, we can never make peace while that Government 
_ endures,” he might not, perhaps, have had ſo many ſupporters, 
but he would have been ſaved the unpleaſant feelings of this 
day's difference with his friends. His eagerneſs to obtain the 
ſupport of all led him to make uſe of equivocal words; and 
now his own friends told him, that they did not interpret theſe 
words as he did; that they thought the deſtruction of the 
French Government a deſirable object, if it could be accom- 
pliſhed on reaſonable terms; but that, if they had imagined 
that peace muſt never be thought of, till that Government 
was deſtroyed, they would not have voted for the war. Here 
was an inſtance of the Miniſter's deriving no advantage from 
cquivocation. Here at length was what he had ſo often la- 
boured, but without effect, to obtain ;—a clear declaration of 
the preciſe object of the war, and of the terms on which alone 
we could hope for peace. This led to the queſtion of policy; 
and, in proceeding to examine that, he found another inſtance - 
of ingenuouſneſs. The Speech from the Throne, the mover 
and the ſeconder of the Addreſs, admitted that we had expe- 
rienced diſaſters in the courſe of laſt campaign. The two 
miniſters who had ſpoken on the ſubject, both ſaid they would 
not deny that the enemy had over-run provinces, and taken 
ſtrong towns. They would not deny !—aftoniſhing candour | 
The acceſſion of ſtrength and integrity they had gained in the 
Cabinet inſpired ſuch confidence, that they felt bold enough 
to ſubſtitute plain dealing for ſhuffling and equivoque—and 
they would not deny that the enemy had over-run provinces, 
and taken ſtrong towns hen the true ſtatement was, that 
never, in any one campaign, ſince the irruptions of the Goths 
and Vandals, had ſuch reverſes been experienced on the one 
hand, and ſuch acquiſitions made on the other. The French 
had not only driven the Allies from France, and retaken all the 
captured fortrefles, but were now actually in poſſeſſion of all 
the Auſtrian Netherlands, Dutch Brabant, a conſiderable 
part of the United Provinces, all the left bank of the Rhine, 
except Mentz, part of Piedmont, all the province of Navarre, 
and much of Biſcay and Catalonia.—Then miniſters were 
ready to confeſs that the French had taken ſtrong towns 
Were ſo many ever taken in five campaigns in the hiſtory of 
modern Europe? He ſhould be told, it was acting the part of 
a bad ſubject to exaggerate the ſucceſſes of an enemy; he 
would reply, that he was acting the part of an honeſt Member 
of Parliament, in telling han” 6 truths which they ought 
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to hear, as the only grounds of deciding properly, and re- 
minding them of diſaſters which (not fortune, but) folly had 
brought upon the country. %% Mr. 
On the means by which the exertions of the French had 
een hitherto ſtimulated, much declamation had been waſted. 
f we were ever to be unfortunately in the ſame ſituation with 
*the French, we ſhould then make fimilar exertions, and not 
- till then. Why not make ſimilar exertions now? Becauſe we 
had not ſimilar motives. That we were fighting for our con- 
ſtitution, our liberties, religion, and lives, did very well for 
rounding a period in a ſpeech, but the people would believe 
none of all this, nor that they who/ſaid ſo believed it them- 
ſelves. To him it was aſtoniſhing how any ſet of men who 
did believe it, could have ſo worked themſelves up, as to ritk 
ſuch a war on the wild «theories they had nouriſhed, in their 
own minds, or the applauſes of thoſe who were but too ready 
to applaud upon truſt. To hear them, one would think that 
no nation was at peace with France, or that, if any were, it 
muſt already be undone. Was Denmark, Sweden, or even 
Genoa, notwithſtanding our tyrannical conduct towards it, in 
a ſtate of anarchy, in conſequence of being at peace with 
France? Was America, whoſe own glorious conſtitution was 
founded on the Rights of Man? No ſuch thing.— With Ame- 
rica the intercourſe of France was great and conſtant ;z. in Ame 
rica French principles, more than in any other country, the 
principles of liberty and equality, might be expected to find a 
genial foil; yet America was ſo far from being thrown into a 
{tate of anarchy by the growth of thoſe dreaded principles, 
that ſhe has juſt obtained a very advantageous treaty of amity- 
and commerce with this country—a treaty, as far as he heard 
of it, which juſtice and policy would have dictated at any 
time, but which he feared the difficulties our miniſters 
had involved themſelves in, rather than their juſtice or po- 
licy, induced them to give. Why then were we to be ſo much 
afraid of peace with France, when ſo many other nations had 
made the experiment without any miſchievous conſequences ? 
When men were attached to theories they ſhut their eyes againſt 
the plaineſt and the ſtrongeſt facts. The French revolution 
had now ſubſiſted five years and a half, and in the ſixth year of 
it we were told that if we were to make peace with the preſent 
rulers of France, their terrible principles. would ſpread anar- 
chy, and robbery, and bloodſhed, not only over this country, 
but over all the world. Yet though their ſucceſſes had been 
brilliant beyond example—and how far ſucceſs impoſes upon 
the bulk of mankind, the Chancellor of the Exchequer could 
tell better than moſt men—except in the petty ſtate of Ge- 
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neva, the revolution of which he did not know to be upon 
French. principles, not a ſingle revolution had their example 
produced. To us, however, it was ſaid that their intercourſe 
in time of peace would be moſt formidable. From Calais, 
at Dover, they would land ſo many miſſionaries.— What, had 
they none already here? Had not miniſters told the Houſe _ 
and the Public, that for more than two years, Jacobin So- 
cieties, correſponding with the Jacobin Societies of France, 
had been labouring with indefatigable zeal to propagate Jacobin 
principles? Happily theſe emitlaries, who knew the habits, 
manners, and language of our people, had been labouring 
without effect; nay he was juſtified in ſaying ſo by miniſters 
themſelves ;z for the King's Speech, for the firſt time theſe 
two years, had nothing of an alarm in it. There muſt, then, 
be ſomerhing in the French language, ſo agreeable, ſo ſooth- 
ing, ſo captivating, ſo intelligible to Engliſh ears, that French 
emiſſaries would be ſure of ſucceſs, where Engliſh emiſſaries 
had laboured in vain for more than two years. On the ex- 
preſſion - acguitted felon, which a Right Honourable Gentle- 
man had uſed, he hoped inadvertently, ſince he had thought it 
neceſſary to explain, he ſhould ſay nothing of how reprehen- 
ſible it was, either in a conſtitutional or moral point of view. 
Of the ſocieties then in the Right Honourable Gentleman's 
mind, he believed the trueſt deſcription had been given from ly 
the Bench, 213. That they wanted numbers, arms, money, __ = 
and even zeal.” This, he believed, would be found to be the WE. 
accurate deſcription of any fociety, formed in this country for 
the purpoſe of overturning the conſtitution. That there 
might be a few ſpeculatiſts in this country, who would prefer 
another form of government to the preſent, he had no doubt; 
there were ſuch in every country; and even theſe ſeldom had 
much zeal. But the Engliſh language would not do to ſeduce 
the people of England from their allegiance to the conſtitu- 
tion. French emiſſaries muſt come over, and inculcate French 
principles in the French language. They muſt go among our 
labourers and manufacturers, and as the calamities of war 
were inſufficient to rouſe them, tell them they are now ex- 
poſed to all the calamities of peace ! The Right Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Windham) complained of want of zeal in the 
country. Surely our ſoldiers bad not fought with leſs valour, 
nor our officers ated with leſs ſkill, than in any former War. 
Whatever bravery or conduct could achieve, they had uni- 
formly done; but it muſt be recollected, that the general ex- 
_ ertion of a campaign depends upon the numbers brought into 7, 
the field. When he formerly made-a motion in that Houſe . 
for peace, he found no want of zeal for war, no want of zeal 
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10 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Common 
to cry down any man who had the hardineſs to oppoſe it—at 
leaſt be found enough, and knew not to what greater length 
it could have gone, unleſs they had expelled him the Houſe, 


or declared him a traitor, as they ſeemed to think it a laudable 


practice in other places towards any man who oppoſed the will 
of the majority. What was the cauſe of that zeal ? Con- 
tempt for the enemy and confidence in their own ſtrength ; 


and the cauſe being gone, the effect had ceafed. Such would 


ever be the caſe with zeal founded on falſe principles. Why 


were the zeal and exertions of the French leſs affected by ill 


| ſucceſs than ours? Miniſters would anſwer —“ They force 


every man into the field who is capable of ſerving, they {trip 


every other man of whatever they want for the ſervice of the, 
army, and amid miſery,” wretchedneſs, and death, they pro- 


duce an unnatural exertion by means of tyranny and terror.” — _ 
At the call of neceflity, even fuch means mutt be reſorted to, 
Were a French army to land in this country, declaring that 
they would make no peace with us, till we renounced our 
conſtitution, and accepted of a form of government accord- 
ing to their fancy, who would deny that every man capable of 
ſerving againſt them ſhould be compelled to ſervice, and that 
every facrifice muſt be made by individuals, to repel the com- 
mon danger? Such acts in ſuch cafes, inſtead of tyranny be- 
come a virtue; and he was ſurpriſed to hear men of correct 


minds deducing arguments from them, of which they ought 


to be aſhamed.— Would we ſubmit, it was aſked, to treat 
with the prefent government of France ? Submit to what ? 
Submit to the French having a bad government ? Had 'we not 
ſubmitted to this for more than a century? Had we ever 
found ourſelves uncaſy under our ſubmiſſion to Perſia's having 
a bad government? Had we not ſubmitted to all the injuſtice, 
cruelty, and ſlaughter, perpetrated in Poland? Then it was 


alked, Would we ſubmit to propoſe peace ?” If all the na- 


tions were to ſtand upon this point, no war could ever be con- 
<tuded, but by the extermination of one or other of the con- 
tending parties, for one or other muſt ſubmit-to propoſe peace. 
What were all other degradations and ſubmiſſions but loſty 
words and unmeaning phrafes? We had once ſaid, that we 
would never treat with the preſent government of France ; 


take away this impediment to peace, and every advantage we 


obtained afterwards, if the war muſt be continued, would be 
ſomething in our favour; whereas, while that remained, our 
ſucceſſes would only ftimulate the enemy to freſh exertions, 


by freſh ſufferings and freſh ſacrifices, for it was impoſſible to 


ſuppoſe that the French government would ever negotiate for 
its own deſtruction. Would not this give a clear fanction of 
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juſtice to the war? Would it not produce unanimity with 
greater zeal and exertion at home, by convincing, every man 
that we were not at war for unrealonable or impracticable ob- 
jects, but to bring an unreaſonable enemy to equitable terms 
of peace? But what might it not be expected to produce in 
France, where, as miniſters ſaid, the government was per- 
petually changing from hand to hand, and the loſs of power 
marked the period of life ? Miniſters were always ſpeculating 
on the internal affairs of France; why not try a little of this 
ſpeculation ? The Convention, they ſaid, deluded the people, 
by telling them that they were waging. a war of extermina- 
tion. This event would put an end to the delufion, the peo- 
ple would open their eyes, and the Convention muſt give them 
peace, or meet the extermination which they were ſaid to de- 
nounce againſt others. The preſent ſtate of the war was ca- 
lamitous beyond example. We had gained Martinico, Gua- 
daloupe, St. Lucia, and part of St. Domingo, in the Weſt 
Indies, with Corſica, in the Mediterranean. Our allies had 
loſt all he had enumerated in the former part of his ſpeech. 
If theſe aſtoniſhing exertions of the enemy by land had im- 
peded their exertions by ſea, it would be ſomething; but un- 
fortunately the prediction in one of the King's Speeches, that 
their navy had received an irrecoverable blow at 'Toulon, was 
already. falgfied. Was it not true that a fleet was already 
ſailed from that port ſuperior in point of number to our fleet 
in the Mediterranean ? Their naval exertions at Breſt had af- 
forded Lord Howe one of the moſt glorious triumphs in the 
annals of our hiſtory. If their navy had been ſuch as mi- 
niſters had repreſented it at the commencement of the war, 
viz, a navy only upon paper, Lora Howe would not have had 
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the glory of beating an enemy of ſuperior force. But even 
that Low proved not to be irreparable, for they had nowa 
fleet out which it was doubtful whether we could immediately 
collect a ſufficient force to drive from the Engliſh channel. 
Theſe circumſtances were matter of very ſerious conſideration 
to every man who felt for the honour and the ſaſety of his 
country, If the war ſhould go on, muſt we not expect, from 
what we have ſeen, that the enemy will again conteſt with us 
the ſuperiority at ſea ? 'The {kill and courage of our navy he 
_ confided in as unmatched by any people in the world; but 
{kill and courage could not always compenſate for inequality 
of force; and as our chance of victory was greater, ſo was our 
ſtake. The defeat of the French fleet, as we had ſo lately 
experienced, would be of little conſequence to the general 
iſſue of the campaign, while the defeat of our fleet would be 
little ſhort of abſolute deſtruction. Why then expoſe " or 
Cs dons 28 | | ek 
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ach unequal riſk ? It was admitted, however, that when diſ- 
aſter had ſubdued obſtinacy and extinguiſhed hope, we muſt 


make peace even with the French Republic. Then indeed all 
that was now imagined of humiliating and degrading would 


be true; we muſt throw ourſelves at the feet of thoſe we had 


contemned and reviled, perhaps exaſperated, and ſubmit to 
whatever terms they thought fit to impoſe. Why expoſe our- 
ſelves to the bare poſſibility of ſuch ruin? Why not renounce 
the viſionary project of overturning the preſent government 
of France? If after that they abuſed the peace we made with 
them, we ſhould do as we had done with France before, con- 
tend for ſuperiority with the ſame ſtake and the ſame exertion. 


If aſked what terms of peace he would adviſe, he would an- 


fwer, that to adjult the terms was the buſineſs of miniſters, 
who alone poſſeſſed the neceſſary information. Let them pro- 
poſe fuch terms as, on a conſideration of all the circumſtances, 
of the relative ſtrength of the contending parties, of what 
might be gained and what loſt on either fids, they ſhould judge 
to be fair and equitable ; and if theſe were refuſed, we thould 
be in a better ſituation than before, becauſe both parties would 


know what they were fighting for, and how much the attainment 


of it was worth. | | | i 
Another difficulty aroſe from the French royaliſts. Thank 
God, he was innocent of whatever might befal theſe unfor- 
tunate men. He had deprecated the war in the firſt inftance, 
and after its commencement, every act which could give the 
French emigrants. reaſon to expect our ſupport in their pre- 
tenſions upon their own country. Next, it was ſaid, Will 
you give up the Weſt India Iſlands; will you deliver over thoſe 


men to the vengeance of their implacable enemies, who, as 


the price of your protection, aſſiſted you in taking thoſe 
Hands?” To theſe queſtions, let them anſwer who had ſa- 
crificed the French emigrants fighting in our pay, in almoſt 
every garriſon we had been compelled to ſurrender, who had 


thrown men into fituations from which they could not be ex- 
tricated, nor yet receive the ordinary protection of the laws 


of war. Theſe might be difficulties to the miniſter; theſe 
might be reaſons why he ſhould never be able to extricate him- 
felf from the buſineſs with honour; but it was the nation's 
honour, not the miniſter's, about which he was anxious. The 
Hon. Baronet who moved the Addrefs, had expreſſed his hopes 
of a unanimous vote in ſupport of it. If it were to be voted 
unanimouſly, this country could never make peace with ho- 
nour; if there were a diviſion upon it, part of the country 
would come out clear. In his Majeſty's Speech, there was no 
mention of allies ; it was only ſaid “ that his Majeſty will omit. 
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no opportunity of concerting the operations of the next cam- 
paign, with ſuch of the powers of Europe as are impreſſed 
with the ſame ſenſe of the neceſſity of vigour and exertion.” 
Who thoſe powers might be we were left to conjecture. The 
Dutch, however, we were told, were negotiating, and the 
King of Pruſſia we knew had failed. The Hon. Gentleman 
who ſeconded the Addreſs hat given him the credit of predict- 
ing this failure; but added that he himſelf had predicted the 
fall of Robeſpierre, and various other matters which had alſo 
come to paſs. The Hon. Gentleman might have predicted 
that it would be a dry ſummer or a rainy autumn; he reſigned 
to him all the honour of prediction. For his own part, he 
| had predicted nothing; he had only uſed the beſt arguments 
he was able, to ſhew that, from the paſt conduct of the King 
of Pruſſia, there could be no reliance on any engagement he 
might enter into with us; and the event had thewn, that thoſe 
arguments were well founded. 'The miniſter himſelf. would 
not now promiſe us any aſſiſtance beyond his contingent as an 
Elector of the Empire, even on the treaty of 1787. But the 
Emperor was to make a great augmentation of his forces, by 
money borrowed on our credit. Why on our credit ?—Plainly, 
becauſe he hag no credit of his own. Were there no monied 
men in the Emperor's dominions? Were the capitaliſts of 
Europe ſo ſhgrt-ſighted, ſo flow in perceiving the advantages 
of an Imperial loan, that they could not ſee them, till pointed 
out by our government? They ſaw the advantages; but they 
would not lend their money, becauſe they knew the borrower 
Vas not to be truſted. The loan was neither more nor leſs than 
a ſubſidy under another name, a diſtinction ſo flimſy and fo 
trifling, as he hoped\never to have ſeen attempted by the mi- 
niſters of great potentates. Mark then the deſperate ſituation 
to which we were reddeed. The only ally from whom we had 
any hopes of efficient aid was the Emperor; and from him, 
for the enormous ſum of fix millions, we might get as good 
and as uſeful a ſubſidiary, treaty, as was our treaty with the 
King of Pruſſia laſt year. The Emperor, it would be faid, 
had more faith —ſo it was ſaid of the King of Pruſſia; but he 
had very little confidence in the faith of the Cabinet of any ab- 
ſolute Monarch. During the American war, a Noble Mar- 
quis then commanding a ſeparate army, exprefled his great ſur- 
priſe at finding the people of Virginia ſo like the people of 
Carolina. Next year we might have to expreſs our great ſur- 
priſe at finding the King of Bohemia ſo like the Elector of 
Brandenburgh. He would agree to put the whole argument 
on the opinion of any experienced officer who had ſerved the 
laſt campaign on the continent, whether or not there was any 
YOE E 9 e _* rational 
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rational hope of co-operation between the Engliſh and the 
Auſtrian army. They hated one another more than either 
Hated the French; and from the battle of Tournay, where the 
Auſtrians fought the whole day, or rather ſtood the whole 
day without fighting, and the enemy were repulſed by a de- 
tachment ob the Britiſh army, their mutual complaints and re- 
criminations had been inceſſant. But the finances of France 
were exhauſted, and, therefore, we ought to try whoſe finances 
would hold out longeſt. Into this part of the queſtion he 
would not enter, becauſe we were told the very fame thing 
laſt year, and on the very ſame arguments. The King's Speech 


haſt year faid the reſources of the French were rapidly de- 


clining ; but rapidly was only a relative term—they were again 
rapidly declining this year; and ſo they might be ten years 
hence. The fall of Robeſpierre—he ſeemed a great favourite 
on account of his power—it was ſaid had relaxed the terror, 
and conſequently the energy, of the French ſyſtem. The fall 
of Robeſpierre, from the ſtreſs laid upon it, one would think 
a tale of yeſterday; but when we looked at dates, he was put 
to death on the 27th of July, and ſince that time there appear- 
ed, at leaſt, no relaxation of the French ſuccefſes.—Modera- 
tion, it was contended, muſt weaken their government and 
cripple their exertions ; he believed no ſuch thing; he looked 
to general principles, and believed that moderation gave 
ſtrength. Why, it was aſked, were we to look for leſs co- 
operation in the interior of France than formerly ? Becauſe 
there was no inſurreCtion at Lyons, Marſeilles, Toulon, and 
he apprehended very little in La Vendee. Our reſources, it 
was ſaid, were not yet touched. No? The Speech did not 
tell us, as laſt year, that the burdens to be impoſed would be 
little felt by the people, an omiſſion he much regretted, as cer- 
tainly it was not made in compliment to his arguments on the 
impropriety of ſuch an inſertion. Would the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ſay that if the war was continued another year, 
the people had yet felt one tenth of the new taxes they 
muſt have to bear? Taxes were felt by the poor, and their 
ſituation was particulary to be conſidered, when the object of 
the war was ſo equivocal, that it might be doubted whether 

the attainment of it would be defirable even if it could be at- 

tained by making peace. Miniſters appeared to know every 
thing that was paſſing within France, but nothing. that was 
_ paſſing out of it. Of the failing of fleets from French ports, 
which it might be worth knowing, they had no information. 
Juſt ſo our hoſtility ſeemed to do every thing with France, to 
raiſe a tyrant and deſtroy him, but nothing out of France. 
The depreciation of aſſignats was with him an argument uf 
RET 88 N ülttle 
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little weight. He had been accuſtomed for yeaxs to hear that 
the paper currency of America was depreciated, not to one 
half or one fourth of its nominal value, but to nothing. His 
information, however, differed entirely from that of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer on the depreciation of aſſignats; on 
the ruined ſtate of French commerce it agreed. But on tke 
ſtate of induſtry and agriculture it totally diſagreed. He was 
told by American gentlemen, and theſe by no means partial to 


French principles, that at eee gane the cultivation 
of the produce of the ſoil been near ſo great. When he heard 


of the maximum and expedients connected with it, he inferred 
that the miſery and diſtreſs of the poor muſt be neceſſary con- 
ſequences. He was affured, however, that the poor claſſes of 


people in France had now a much greater portion of all that 


to them conſtituted the comforts of life, than had ever fallen 
to their lot before the revolution, or perhaps to the lot of 


many of the poor of this country. It might be ſaid that his 


informants were inaccurate obſervers or falſe relators—but 


who were thoſe from whom miniſters derived their informa- 


tion ? The very perſons who deluded themfelves, and had an 


intereſt. in deluding miniſters into the proſecution of a hope- 


leſs conteſt. He depended not albne on the accuracy of thoſe 
with whom he converſed. The circumſtances they ſtated he 


ſound confirmed by the pamphlets of French emigrants: But' 
he did not reſt his politics on the ſituation of France, of which 
his knowledge muſt be imperfect ; he looked to the ſituation - 
of England, which he had the means of knowing; he ſaw us 
involved in a war which muſt produce increaſe of debt and 
taxes, with no compenſation even in proſpect, and thought 


the ſooner we got out of it the better. Peace, it was ſaid, 


would be inſecure, we ſhould not be able to diſarm, becauſe 
the French could not venture to diſband their numerous armies, 


and bring back ſo many men without fixed habitations or em- 


ployment into the heart of the country. Thus were miniſters 


reduced to this curious . eee, « We ought to continue 
the war, becauſe the French have an army which they cannot 


keep up; and peace would be infecure, becauſe the French 
have an army which they cannot difband.” —What the effects 
of peace might be in France, whether the old government 


- 


would be reſtored, or a better ſyſtem eſtabliſhed in its room, 


were ſpeculations which, as a philoſopher and philanthropiſt, 
he might indulge in, but never as a Member of Parliament, or 
1 Counſellor of his Majeſty, adopt as principles of conduct. 
It was pretended that our hoſtility had already produced a 
change of ſyſtem for the better; but on comparing facts with 


dates, we ſhould have more reaſon to ſay that our hoſtility 
I LW. produced 
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produced the ſyſtem, with reference to which only the preſent 
ſyſtem was admitted to be better; that our invading France 
had made Robeſpierre a tyrant, and our running away de- 
ode: Ce at, Ts 5 
Inn giving his vote for the Amendment, he ſhould with to 
leave out the words, “ tranſactions which have lately happened 
in France,“ becauſe we were not to treat with any ſet of men 
on account of their good or bad characters, but on account of 
their poſſeſſing the power to treat. If, however, the Gentlemen 
who moved and ſeconded the Amendment, ſhould object to 
leaving out thoſe words, he ſhould vote for it neverthe- 
leſs. | | 5 | 
Our acquiſition of Corſica, although mentioned in the 
Speech, had not been once noticed in the debate. The mode 
in which we had made the acquiſition was curious. If it was 
valuable to the enemy or important to us, we might fairly-take 
poſſeſſion of it by right of conqueſt, as we had done of the Weſt 
India Iſlands; but we had not done ſo. We had done it in a 
way that illuſtrated the doctrine in Dr. Price's Sermon, ren- 
dered ſo conſpicuous by the notice taken of it in the Reflec- 
tions on the French Revolution, a book of ſuch excellence, that 
a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Windham) had recommended 
reading it over again, having probably done ſo himſelf, as he 
had changed his firſt opinion bf it. His Majeſty was once 
King of North America; he was now King of Corfica—In 
North America he had been caſbiered, in Corſica, he had been 
elected ſo that the doctrine of electing Kings, and caſhiering 
them for miſconduct, was not matter of dangerous theory, but 
of approved practice. Sir Gilbert Elliot convened the Primary 
Afemblies of Corſica, they chofe Delegates, who met with 
various other perſons, and all had voices that came, ſo that the 
election, by his own account, was ſomething very like univer/al 
ſuffrage. But this was not all—his Majeſty had previouſly de- 
termined not to withhold from the inhabitants of Corſica the 
protection which they fought for in their ſpirited efforts to de- 
liver themſelves from the yoke of France; and thus was made 
by his miniſters to avow acting upon the famous decree of the 
French Convention, holding out protection to the inhabitants 
of all countries who ſhould make efforts to deliver themſelves 
from the yoke of the Government under which they lived—a 
decree which the mere circumſtance of the Convention having 
paited, without having ever acted upon it, was two years ago 
held forth as a ſuthcient cauſe of war with France. On the 
propriety. of his Majeſty's accepting the crown of Corſica, 
without conſulting Parliament, he ſhould ſay nothing at pre- 
font; but he lad much doubt of its ultimately conduciug much 
5 | | to 
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to the honour of this country, or contributing to the reſtora- : 


tion of peace. 


If we were never to treat with the heads of the Convention, 


but in ſuch extremity, as left no room for choice, when could 
ve look for peace? He wiſhed the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


- would recollect that his honour, and the honour of the country, 
were two diſtin& things; and that it was too much to wait 
till the hour of extremity came, merely that he might be able 


to ſay . - 
5 —— pPotuit quæ plurima virtus, 
Eſſe fuit — — 


When he propoſed treating, he held it more honourable not 


to wait till he was beaten into it. The country was already 
ſorely beaten; it had received wounds both deep and wide, but 


the obſtinacy of miniſters was not yet conquered. Perhaps, 
as they chought upon the ſame principle that it would be diſ- 
honourable to reſtore the conquered Weſt India Iſlands, they 
were waiting till the French ſhould retake them. He knew 


not if this was the intention, but they had given the French 
ample opportunity. | f 
If it were adviſeable to go on with the war, let us look at the 


conduct of it for two campaigns, and what hope could we have 


of ſucceſs under the auſpices of thoſe who now directed its 


operations? Lord Chatham had retired from the Admiralty, - 


full of glory, covered with laurels for his able diſpoſition of our 


naval force, and the active protection he had given to our 
trade. If the boaſts of laſt year on this ſubject were true, it 
was unfair to check his Lordſhip in the career of his glory, and 
unjuſt to deprive the country of his ſervices at fo important a 
criſis. But they were not true, his retiring was a confeſſion 


of incapacity or negligence ; and if he had delayed it much 


longer, there would have been petitions for his removal. To 
the Welt Indies ſuch a force had been ſent as nothing but the 
great abilities of the officers who commanded could have 


enabled to take the French Iſlands, and, when taken, was inſuf- 


ficient to defend them. To Toulon ſuch a-force was ſent, as 
was too ſmall for defence, and too great for retreat with 


honour. The projected invaſion had been kept alive from year 


to year, and ſerved only to weaken our force in quarters 
were it ought to have been ſtrong, without even an attempt to 


carry it into execution. Were our cauſe as good as our re- 
ſources were ſaid to be inexhauſtible, with ſuch weakneſs, ſuch 


want of ſyſtem, ſuch heſitating, wavering incapacity in the 


direction of our force, we could hope for no ſuccels. 
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ms WOOD FALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commons, ., 
If the Hon. Gentleman who moved the Amendment, and 
his friends (for the Hon. Gentleman he felt great reſpect, on 
account of the part he had taken in the abolition of the Slave 
Frade, a meaſure in which he felt deeply intereſted), thought 
that, in conſequence of their aiding him to obtain a ſpeedy 
peace, peace might be made, without an inquiry into the 
cauſes of the war, he gave them notice that he would receive 
ſupport upon no ſuch terms. He would never forego inquiry 
into the cauſes ef the war, and meaſures to prevent ſimilar 
calamities in future. This was due to the people, leſt in the 
enjoyment of peace they ſhould forget their former ſufferings 

from war, and again yield themſelves up to deluſion. Both the 
preſent and the American war were'owing to a Court party in 
this: country, that hated the very name of liberty; and to an 
indifference, amounting to barbarity, in the miniſter, to the 
diſtreſſes of the people.— It was ſome conſolation to him that 
he had done his utmoſt to prevent the war; and to know that 
thoſe who provoked it could not but feel, even while they were 
endeavouring to perſuade others of the contrary, that they 
muſt, in no very long ſpace: of time, adopt the very courſe 
which he was recommending as fit to be adopted no-. 
In the Speech, not a word wos ſaid of the navy.— He ſhould 
= only-obſerve, that in our preſent circumſtances the negle& of 
== building a fingle ſhip that could poffibly be built, was a neglect 
4 highly criminal. | | . 8 
Mr. Folliffe ſaid, that on hearing the Addreſs he could by no 
means approve it, becauſe it pledged the Houſe and every indi- 
vidual who voted for it, to a full and unequivocal ſupport of the 
war fo long as miniſters ſhould pleaſe to carry it on, without 
any limit in point of duration, or any bounds in point of ex- 
pence that the miniſter had, indeed, in ſome degree relieved 
his mind by admitting that he would, under certain circum- 
ſtances, feel himſelf ar liberty to treat with the miniſters of a 
French Republic. This, Mr. Jolliffe ſaid, he rejoiced to hear, 
becauſe he feared he would have no opportunity of treating 
with any other. But he diſapproved the Addreſs, becauſe 
the language was too expreſſive of war—and becauſe he was 
anxious for peace, which he certainly was as much as any man 
in the kingdom. He mutt” much more ſtrongly  oppefe the 
amendment, becauſe it either put a treaty of peace totally out 
of ſight and beyond expectation, or made it neceſſary to accept 
of any terms that the” French might think proper to im- 
poſe, Would any man, invôved in a conteſt; finding his 
eſtate unable to ſupport the expence, and his friends refuſing 
aſſiſtance, or a nation whoſe reſources were exhauſted and 
whote allies forſook them, as was ſtated to be the caſe with us, 
; | | publicly 


Die. 30.) —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. =p 
publicly proclaim their ſituation, in order to induce their adver- 
{aries to accommodate their differences on juſt and equitable 
grounds? Would they not rather rely on their agents or miniſ- 


ters to obtain the beſt terms for them in their power? The 


contrary conduct muſt produce the loſs of the object they pro- 
feſſed to be deſirous of attaining. They muſt either have con- 
fidence in their miniſters to truſt to their negotiation, or ſup- 
oſing them incapable, they muſt remove them from their 
offices. —This Amendment went directly to that object, and 
it would have been more liberal and candid in the Honourable 
Mover of it, to have addrefſed the Crown to remove from his 
office the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for whom he expreſſed 
friendſhip and regard, than either to compel his reſignation of 
his office, or place him in a ſituation the moſt degrading that 
could be conceived—namely, to treat for peace with a com- 

Ifon to agree. Mr. Jolliffe faid, it was not material to him 
which of the Right Hon. Gentlemen, Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox, 
filled that fituation, but it was very material to him and to the 

country, that they ſhould, neither of them, be fettered and tied 
down to the moſt ignominious of all ſituations. From an anx- 
ious defire for an honourable and © permanent peace, he 
found himſelf compelled to reſiſt the Amendment. 

Mr. Dundas roſe to vindic Able Earl (Chatham) in 
his abſence, and declared that ould be ready to meet and 
diſcuſs fairly all the points the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox} 
might think proper to Ning forward ary cas miſmanage- 
ment attributed to his Majeſty's miniſters. On the ſubje& of 
the Weſt Indies, and the other matters introduced in the de- 
bate, he ſnould be ready to give anſwers when they came again 
before the Houſe; but at that late hour, he declined entering 
on them. In juſtification of the late Lord of the Admiralty, 

however, he begged to ſay a few words. 

At no period had our navy been increaſed with more rapi- 
dity and ability, or had it been more fuperior to that of the 
enemy, or more ſucceſsful. During Lord Chatham's naval ad- 
miniſtration we had taken or deſtroyed 20 fhips of the line; 20 
frigates from 44 to 32 guns; 8 frigates of leſs force, and 28 

other veſſels of war: While, on the contrary, the French had 
only taken and deſtroyed of our ſhips, one of the line, the 
Alexander; two frigates of more than 32 guns; one ſmaller- 
frigate, and 16 other ſhips of war. Whenever an opportunity. 
had offered, our navy had triumphed, and they could do na 

more; the enemy had no commerce, and therefore we could 
take no merchantmen; but on the contrary, our commerce 

was fo flouriſhing, that it afforded them many opportunities of 

making captures. d ys 
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Our exports and imports were, he ſaid, never higher, and 
not only our commerce, but our revenue and our manufactures, 
were in a very flouriſhing ſtate. He applauded Lord Chatham's 
conduct in the Admiralty, and did not wiſh Earl Hpencer 8 to 
be more deſerving of praiſe. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he would not trouble the Houſe at that 
late hour, on the general topics of the debate. He had at- 
tempted twice to be heard, as he was very deſirous of deliver- 
ing his ſentiments on the important queſtion before the Houſe ; 
but the laſt time it had been judged molt proper to prefer hear- 
ing the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on account of his indiſ- 
_ poſition. He would, therefore, at preſent, only remark, that 

if Lord Chatham had been. ſo very able a miniſter, it was 
highly improper to remove him: But he thought it a public 
misfortune that no inquiry was inſtituted into his conduct, 
which he was convinced would be proved to be very different 
from what the Right Hon. Gentleman who had juſt ſat down 
had repreſented it; and had he continued in office much 
longer, he had good grounds for beheving that a petition 
would have foon been preſented to the King, from the mer- 
chants and other commercial men in the city of ; London, for 
his removal. 

Mr. Brandling ſaid a few ——_ which were not diſtinctly 
heard either by the Members of the Houſe, or the ſtrangers. 


At four o'clock the Houſe divided, when there . 


Ayes (for the Amendment) — 
Nees (againſt it) 2 * 446 | 
Majority for carrying on the war 173 


The original Addreſs was then por: and carried. 
1 


Lift of the Minority on Mr. N. ilberforce s Amendment to the Ad- 


dreſs to negotiate a Peace with France. 


1 Thomas Litchfield Byng, George Middleſex Co. 
Anderſon, J. W. City of London | Church, J. B. Wendover - 
Antonie, Lee Great Marlow | Coke, T. MW. Norfolk Co. 
Aubrey, Sir John Clitheroe Coke, Edward Derby 


Bankes, Henry Corff Caſtle © | Colquhoun, Wm, Bedford 
Baring, Sir Francis Chipping Wy- | Courtenay, John Tamworth. 


combe Coxe, H. Hippeſley Somerſetſhire 
Barrham, J. Forſter Stock bridge Curwen, C. Carliſle 
Bouverie, Hon. E. Northampton | Davers, Sir Charles Bury St. Ed- 
Bouverie, Hon. W. New Sarum | | monds 
Bullock, John Eitex County | Duncombe, Henry Yorkſhire 
Burdon, Rowland Durham Co. Erſkine, Hon, T. Portſmouth - 
Burch, J. R. Thetford | F — Sir H. Ditto 
| | | 5 | Fiiz- 


3 
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Fitzpatrick, Right | | | Mainwarmg, Wa. Middleſex. Co. 1 
. - Tavidiock" Martin, James Tewkeſbury | oh 
Fletcher, Sir Henry, Cumberland | Milner, Sir W. York City 481 
County Milbanke, Ralph Durham Co. 1 
Folkes, Sir M B. King's Lynn | Moltyn, Sir R. Flintſhire i} 
Foley, Hon. E. Worceſterſhire | North, Dudley Great Grimſby 
Fox, Rt. Hon. C. J. Weſtminſter Peirſe, Hen Northallerton 
Francis, TOP | rarer gd | Plumer, William Hertfordſhire 
Garlies, Lord . Saltaſh Ruſſel, Lord W. Surrey County 
Grey, Charles Sheridan, R. B. Stafford Town 
Shaw, Cunliffe Preſton 
Hare, james Smith, William Camelford 
Harcourt, John Spencer, Lord R. Wareham 
Hill, Sir Richard Shropſhire Sturt, Charles Bridport 
Howard, Henry Arundel Taylor, M. A. Poe 
Huſſey, William New Sarum _| Taylor, Clement Maidſtone 
Jekyl, Joſepn Calne © Tarleton, Gener Liverpool 
Eveſham 


| Thompſon, T. | 
Thornton, Robert Colcheſter 
Thornton, Henry Southwark | 

Townſhend, Lord J. K na: — 


St. John, St. Andrew Bedfordſhire 
Lewes 

Bridgewater 

Durham City 


Kempe, Thomas 
Langſton, John 
Lambton, W. II. 


Lemon, Sir W. Cornwall Walwyn, James Heretord Tooẽõn 
7 Lechmere, Edmond Worceſter City | Weſtern, C. C. Malden. 
Long, Samuel Ilcheſter. W Ibraham, Roger Bodmyn 
Ludlow, Earl Huntingdon- Wilberforce, W. Yorkthire 
ſhire | Wynne, R. Watkin Sh 20 
MLeod, Col. Mo Inverneſsſhire uh 
4 eee | | 


Jedburgh, &c. 
Bed tor d Town. 


Maitland, Ham: Thomas 
| Whitbread, Samuel, Jun, 


. HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, December 31. | 

Several Members took the oaths and their ſeats. 

The Speaker acquainted the Houſe, that he had ed A 
letter from Lord Hood, from on board the Victory, acknow- 
ledging the receipt of the Speaker's letter, conveying the 
Thanks of the Houſe to his Lordſhip, for his public ſervices, 
The Speaker ſaid alſo, that a fmilar Letter of Thanks hag 
been written by him to Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, 
in the Weſt Indies, but, owing to the expectation of their 
ſpeedy return, the letter was not tranſmitted; which was the 
reaſon he had no acknowledgment from them. | 

A new writ was ordered for Hindon, in the courity of El 
Wilts, in-the room of William Beckford, Eſq. who has 205 | = 
cepted of the Stewardſhip of the Chiltern Hundreds: ES: 

Sir Edꝛuard Knatchbull brought up the Report of the Addreſs _ 
agreed on by the Houſe to . me to his Majeſty in re- 


turn for his Speech. | 
bf * The 
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_ The Addreſs was read a firſt and ſecond time and agreed 
to, and a Committee of ſuch Members as are of the 7 
Council was ordered to wait on the King, to learn when his 
Majeſty would be pleaſed to receive the Addreſs. 
he common orders of the Houſe being read, and * i. 
vate petitions received, the Houſe IS . 


iq | HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 TavursDaY, Jan. 1: 


Lord Stopford reported that his Majeſty had appointed three 
o' clock to-day to receive the Addreſs. | 

The Houſe, on the motion of Mr. Roſe, ordered, that it 
do reſolve itſelf into a Committee of Supply ro-morrow. _ 

A new writ was ordered for Morpeth, in the room of 
Francis Gregg, Eſq. he having accepted the Chiltern 
Hundreds. | 
The Houſe ordered that no private petitions ſhould be re- 
ceived after the 6th of February next. | 

Adjourned. | 


> 


HOUSE OF —_— 5 
FRIDAY, Jan. 2. 


Mr. Speaker reported to the Houſe, that the Houſe attended 
his Majeſty yeſterday, with their Addreſs ; to which his Ma- 
bo was pleaſed to _—_ this moſt e anſwer: * 5 


cc Gentlemen, 


J return you my moſt cordial thanks for this loyal and Jntiful Addreſs, 
« and for the affectionate ſentiments which you expreſs on the enn 
«© marriage of _—— Prince of Wales. 
«© The aſſurances df your continued and zealous ſupport in the i important 
ec conteſt in which we are engaged, afford me the greateſt ſatisfaction. 
« Your firmneſs and perſeverance, and the ſpirit and exertions of my peo- 
60 ple, can alone lead to a ſucceſsful and honourable. termination of the 
ec war, and to the firm eſtabliſhment of general eee 8 


"a 


HABEAS CORPUS, 


Mr. Sheridan reminded the Houſe of what he had a the a 
Rberty of ſaying. on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, touching a mat- 
tert in his opinion, of the firſt importance to every Britifh 
ſubject: He roſe, therefore, now to give notice, that he 
ſhould take the earlieſt opportunity he could of formally ſub- 

mitting to that Houſe a „ the Habeas Cor- 
pus 
FE | | 
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pus Act, and all the advantages which the people of this enun⸗ | 


try had derived under'it, ſhould or ſhould not be reſtored ; and 
whether the reſpe& and veneration with which we had been 
accuſtomed to regard the Trial by Jury, and the eſteem and 


deference which had been generally given to verdicts, ſnoula 


be continued, or be entirely eradicated from the public mind ? 
— The Houſe would immediately perceive, that he alluded to 
the Bill for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, which 
had paſſed under an idea of a plot exiſting in this country, and 
of the deciſion of a jury that no ſuch plot exiſted. He there- 
fore gave notice, that on the enſuing Monday he ſhould move 


: for leave to bring in “ a Bill to repeal the Act of the laſt 
Seſſion of Parliament, for the Suſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 


55 THE NAVY, LE 2 
Mr. Morris Robinſon (aid, he wiſhed to call the attention 
of the Houſe to a matter of no inconſiderable importance. It 


had been pretty generally aſſerted, that the French had, at this 


time, a ſuperiority over us at ſea, and while that was the cafe 
we muſt be ina very dangerous ſituation. He wiſhed that 


we ſhould be able to call thoſe who had any command in 


our navy to be reſponſible for their conduct; this could 
never be the caſe While they had any excuſe, and a good one 
they muſt have while the enemy was ſuperior to us, upon 
what had been boaſted of as our own element. There was a 


new Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, and, therefore, he thought 


ſome ſtep ſhould be taken to change our ſyſtem, and to put 
| the navy of England in a proper ſtate. He could not, he ſaid, 
help obſerving, that the vaſt ſum of money which he under- 


ſtood the miniſter intended to give to the Emperor towards 


carrying on the war, would be better employed in ws pro's 
our naval force; and, if he found the Houſe concurring wit 
him in that idea, he ſhould bring forward a motion to that 
effect, of which he would then give notice; but firſt, he 
wanted to be informed, by any one preſent, who had a ſhare 
in the department of government to which this matter im- 
mediately applied, whether any thing had been determined 
upon in that reſpect? fy | 5 
A ſilence for ſome time having enſued, Mr. Robinſon ſaid, 
poſſibly the Lords of the Admiralty did not think that the ſub- 
ject was worthy their attention. | 12 
The Speaker (aid, he was ſorry to interrupt the Hon. Mem- 
ber, but he muſt ſuggeſt, that the only regular mode of pro- 


cecding was, either to make a motion, or to give notice that a 


motion ſhould be made on a future day. 
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Mr. Robinſon then gave notice, that he ſhould make a motion 
on the ſtate of the navy on the following Tueſday. Ip 
Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that perhaps the Houſe was waiting 
for the miniſter. A queſtion of great importance, reſpecting 
the navy of Great Britain, had been put; and the Lords of the 
Admiralty did not think it worth their while to anſwer. He, 
in conſequence, felt himſelf to be in an unpleaſant ſituation, 
Having a matter of importance, and particularly intereſting to 
the city of London, to bring forward; but he did not ſee any 
of the Members for that city in their places: Perhaps they 
too, like the Lords of the Admiralty, might think it beneath 
their dignity to atrend to what might be deemed their par- 
ticular duty. He, however, gave notice, that on Monday 
he ſhould have a motion to make, relative to the City Militia 
10 | HOURS OF PUBLIC BUSINESS. | uu 
The Speaker informed the Houſe, that he ſhould adopt, for 
this Seihon,. the ſame regulation, with regard to buſineſs, as 
He obſerved in the laſt, which was, that public buſineſs ſhould 
commence at four o'clock. Oo LO ION 
A petition was preſented on behalf of the electors of the 
borough of Seaford, praying that the deciſion of the laſt Com- 
mittee, upon the queſtion of right of election, might not be 
eſtabliſhed. | 3 . 5 
Ordered to be taken into conſideration on the 1oth of Febru- 
ary next. | 8 * . 
N COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY, 
The order of the Houſe being read, the Houſe reſolved 
itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of 
a Supply to be granted to his Majeſty :;—Mr, Hobart in the 
Chair. | i „ DT 
Mr. Fox wiſhed the Houſe to be informed as accurately as 
- poſſible, when the ſubject of the loan was to be diſcuſſed, and 
more particularly the loan to the Emperor. It was a ſubject 
of very great importance, and it was extremely neceſſary that 
the Houſe ſhould have the earlieſt information, and the longeſt 
notice poſhble upon the ſubject, for he apprehended that a 
great deal of diſcuſſion would belong to it. He ſaid this, as 
well on account of the unuſual ſeaſon of the year when Parlia- 
ment had been convened, which had rendered the immediate 
attendance of many Members impoſſible, without great incon- | 
venience, as becauſe he was apprehenſive that many Gentle- 
men would ſoon be called to their public duty in the quarter 
ſeſſi n all over the kingdom. He wiſhed, therefore, that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had been preſent to name the 
. | FF ; day 
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day on which he meant to bring forward the ſubject, that 
Gentlemen, obliged to go out of town,. might regulate their 
J on ET ET Were ne n 
Mr. Roſe ſaid, the buſineſs would ſoon come regularly be- 
fore the Houſe, when the Ways and Means, that was, when 
the Budget, came forward to be opened, of which his Right 
Hon. Friend, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, would give 


due notice as he uſually did; he could not give a preciſe an- 


 ſwer in the abſence of his Right Hon. Friend, who did not 
expect that any material diſcuſſion would take place to- day, 
or he would have attended. However, he would venture to 
ſay, that a notice would be given in 14 or 16 days previous to 
the opening of the Budget. Had he been aware of what had 
juſt been ſaid, he would have procured information of his 


Right Hon. Friend, who, however, would be in the Houſe on 


Monday, and would, moſt likely, give notice, on that day, 
when the Budget would be brought forward. 5 | 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he had conceived that the ſubjeCt of the loan 


would have been brought forward previous to the opening of 
the Budget. It was exceedingly neceſſary that as early a notice 
as poſſible ſhould be given of this very important matter; 
for there were to his knowledge, as he had ſaid before, many 
Gentlemen who would ſoon be called into the country upon 
public buſineſs. „ 5 ae my 

Mr. Roſe ſaid, he ſhould have been happy if he was able to 


ſatisfy the Right Hon. Gentleman, but he had no doubt his 


Right Hon. Friend would be in the Houſe on Monday, and 
give the neceſſary information upon that or _ other ſubject 
that was intended to be brought before the Houle. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that it was quite an unfortunate day for 


information. A queſtion had been put to' the Lords of the 
Admiralty, upon the ſtate of the navy, and they had remained 
ſilent ; he had ſomething to aſk of the Members for the city 


of London, but they were not preſent; his Right Hon. 


Friend wanted information upon the loan— the miniſter was 
abſent, and the only anſwer was, © That there would be time 
between this and Monday, for the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to make up his mind upon the matter.“ The truth was, that 

the miniſter did not rely on any thing that might relate to 


the rules and forms of the Houſe. He had no reſpect for 
either. When a queſtion concerning a ſupply, to be granted 


for carrying on the war, came on, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer was abſent; for it was with him as a mere matter of 
courſe: He would come at a future time to tell the Houſe 
how he intended to diſpoſe of the ſupply. Moſt unqueſtion- 
ably, in point of decency, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
e | EE 5 ought 
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. ought to be preſent : But that was out of the queſtion; for 
all the proceedings of granting ſupplies were ſuch as he ex- 
pected not to be debated :—They were to be granted as of 
courſe; and no information was to be had on points to which 
fuch ſupplies related. „ „ 
Ar. Roſe ſaid, that the Hon. Gentleman had choſen to 
miſunderſtand him. He had ſaid, in anſwer to à queſtion, 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer would do on this as he 
had done on other occaſions of the ſame nature give notice 
of it fourteen or ſixteen days previous to his bringing the 
Budget forward, and he could not give any better information. 
As to the buſineſs before the Houſe at that time, namely, 
the vote of ſupply, it was not particularly the buſineſs of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to move it, according to the 
ractice which had obtained in the Houſe ſor ſome time, he 
| Pimſelf (Mr. Roſe faid) having moved theſe reſolutions, 
almoſt invariably, and it was to be conſidered in ſome ſenſe 
as a matter of courſe, the reſolution being nothing more 
than this“ Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, that a ſupply be granted to his Majeſty.” Upon ſuch a 
reſolution he owned he did not ſee how there could be much 
difference, although Gentlemen might afterwards differ about 
the extent of that ſupply. | . „ 
Mr. Sheridan replied, that the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt, he had no doubt, would not give the Houſe any inform- 
ation before he was prompted by the miniſter ; in his endea- 
vours, however, to make an excuſe for the miniſter, he made 
the caſe rather worſe than before; he had ſaid that it had 
been the cuſtom of late years for him to move the reſolution, 
inſtead of the Chancellor of the Exchequer; if that was a 
cuſtom, it was a very bad one, it was introduced by the mi- 
niſter, and he was welcome to the merit of it. But he did 
not at all miſunderſtand the miniſter upon this occaſion ; he 
treated all the forms of the Houſe with contempt, He had 
jn the very ſubject to which his Right Hon. Friend's queſtion 
alluded, acted in the moſt unconſtitutional manner, he had 
agreed for the loan previous to the meeting of Parliament; he 
ſhould not, therefore,. with to hear any more about forms, 
he ſhould ſtay until he had an opportunity. on Monday of 
hearing the principal, as his agent was not ſufficiently prompt- 
ed to give an intelligible anſwer. | . LEES 
Mr. Steele thought it was unfair in the Hon. Gentleman to 
make this ſevere and unwarrantable attack on his Right Hon. 
Friend in his abſence.—He did not mean to ſay that he was 
not ready to make his attacks in his preſence; on the contrary, 
he was ready to acknowledge that he was never ſhy or n. 
| | | | War 
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ward on ſuch. occaſions, but really he thought this ſort. of 
| ſeverity unwarrantable and unworthy. What had his Right 
Hon. Friend done in this loan different from any of the former 
loans? He had entered into a conſiderable engagement with 
certain individuals, and he afterwards was to come to that 
Houſe for its opinion in the uſtal way, upon which the Houſe 
would exerciſe its own judgment. This was always the caſe 
in loans, and not only in loans, but alſo in every ſubſidiary 
treaty that was ever entered into between this and any other 
far. * | 8 
Mr. Fox pointed out a ſtriking difference between bargain- 
ing for a loan and entering into a treaty. The caſe of a treaty 
was that of an act of royal authority and prerogative ; but 
the caſe of a loan was a bargain between the miniſter and in- 
dividuals on behalf of the country, on which that Houſe, as 
holding the purſe of the nation, had a right to be conlulted 
as ſoon as poſſible after the miniſter felt inclined to liften to 
the terms propoſed. Between the two there was not the 
ſmalleſt connexion or reſemblance. . _ ed 
Mr. Steele ſaid, that whether the loan was a good or a bad 
one, and what would be the opinion of the Houſe upon that 
ſubje&, would be beſt known when the ſubject came before 
the Houſe; but he thought that any inſinuations againſt the 
miniſter in his abſence were not fair. Tor an hg 
Mr. Francis obſerved, that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer had taken credit to himſelf for having adopted a plan 
with regard to the loan which favoured competition among 
monied men, by throwing, as it were, his door open to al 
bidders. Upon the laſt loan Mr. Francis thought that the 
miniſter had departed from the plan of which he boaſted ſo 
much, and inſtead of throwing his door open to all bidders, 
he kept it ſhut againſt all perſons, except thoſe whom he was 
- Pleaſed to favour, 5 . | 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he did hot chufe to go into the diſcuſ- 
fion of this buſineſs at this time, becauſe the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer was not preſent ; but he muſt ſay that the 
Right Hon. Gentleman who had objected to it on account of 
the miniſter's abſence, had done him no more than juſtice 
when he ſaid, he was ready to attack the miniſten to his- face; 
that he certainly was, and that he had much rather do than 
ſay any thing relating to him in his abſence; but che miniſter's 
abſence from his duty in that Houſe was his-6wn fault, and 
if any thing that was ſaid ſeemed to bear hardly upon him, 
there was nobody but himſelf to blame for it At this time 
Mr. Pitt entered ]J—and Mr. Sheridan proceeded: to obſerve. 
upon the loan, and ſaid, that the idea of giving to the Em- 
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peror, after what we had already ng or of him, the moſt 


enormous ſum of ſix millions ſterling for OY the war, 
was ſuch a thing as he did not think-mmy man would come to 
that Houſe to propoſe without a maſk; for he ſhould really 
be curious to ſee the bare face of the man who could propoſe 
fo enormous and bare-faced a plunder of the people of this 
country; and when he ſhould ſee that, he ſhould endeavour 
to deliver his ſentiments upon the ſubject. . 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that not having had 
the good fortune to be prefent at the former part of the con- 
verſation, he was not a little ſurpriſed on coming into the 
Houſe to hear what was the ſubje& and tone of diſcuſſion. 
There was at preſent before the Houſe no conſideration of 
the extent of the ſupply, of the means by which it was to be 
raiſed, or the purpoſes to which it was to be applied. When 
he recollected alſo that notwithſtanding the difference of po- 
litical ſentiment on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, even thoſe 
Gentlemen who had ſupported the Amendment, had proſeſſed 
themſelves diſpoſed to grant a large and liberal ſupply to his 
Majeſty, and that the Hon. Gentleman was one of that num- 
ber, he was ſtill more aſtoniſhed at the angry tone of oppoſi- 
tion which he aſſumed on the preſent occaſion. He would 
not enter into the ſubject which had been ſtarted reſpecting 
the loan to the Emperor that day, becauſe another period would 
come with more propriety for its diſcuſſion. The Hon. Gen- 
tleman had ſaid that no man would be bare-faced enough to 
come forward to that Houſe, and avow ſuch a tranſaction. 
With 5 to himſelf, he would be bare-faced enough in 
the courſe of the preſent conteſt to adopt and to avow any 
meaſure which he conſidered would be for the good of the 
country. It had been thought by him, as well as by others, 
who were impreſſed with the ſame views, of the neceſſity of 
continuing the prefent conteſt, that if the Emperor ſhould be 
prevailed upon to make exertions in the way of bringing for- 
ward a Jarge force, and if this country ſhould grant him the 
pecuniary and neceflary means for that purpoſe, it would be 
the molt likely method to render the preſent conteſt ſucceſsful; 
and this opinion appeared to be ſanctioned both by the nature 
of the thing, the ſituation of Europe, and the admiſſion of 
the enemy themſelves. With reſpect to the negotiation for a 
loan, neither the extent of that loan, the ſum for the uſe of 
the Emperor, nor the terms on which it was to he granted, 
were that day in agitation. Nothing had been ſettled on any 
of theſe points, which did not place Parliament in exactly 
the ſame ſituation in which it would have been placed, if no 
ſuch negotiation had been brought forward. The only dif- 
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ference was, that ſuch a negotiation having once been brought - 
forward, it would not be adviſeable to depart from the terms 


upon which it had been concerted, except upon very ſtrong 
grounds of objection, as the deviation would be attended 


with great public inconvenience. 'The only difference then 
between former tranſactions of the ſame ſort, and the pre- 


ſent, was, that in former inſtances it had been uſual to con- 
cert the terms of a loan only a few days before it was ſubmit- 


ted to Parliament, and that in the preſent inſtance a longer 


ſpace had been ſuffered to intervene. Any oppoſition, how- 
ever, from this circumſtance, he did not expect to have heard 


in that Houſe, as he conceived it would have died away with _ 


the few newſpaper paragraphs, in which it originated As to 
the time on which he ſhould be able to diſcuſs the ſubject of 

the loan to the Emperor, it was impoſſible at preſent ro fix 
any preciſe period, as it muſt neceſſarily depend on the reſult 
of negotiation, and on the circumſtance how far his Majeſty 


- ſhould be ſatisfied with reſpect to the nature of that aſſiſtance 


and co-operation which the Emperor might be diſpoſed to 


afford. He could only ſtate that ſince he had been laſt in 


the Houſe he had greater reaſon to be perſuaded that the Em- 
peror would be diſpoſed to afford that entire co-operation 
which this country ſhould require. Before, however, the 


treaty could be finally concluded, it might be neceſſary for 


him to propoſe to Parliament the proviſional ſupply to be 


made, if ſuch a treaty ſhould take place, of which he hoped 


to be able to give notice on Monday, _ | | 
Mr. Fox ſaid, the Right Hon. Gentleman had inſinuated, 
that all thoſe who had voted for the Amendment were pledged 


alſo to vote for the ſupply. No ſuch thing was the caſe; they 


would have been pledged indeed to vote for the ſupply, if 
their Amendment had been adopted, and they could have had 


the proſpe& that the money of their conſtituents was to be 
applied for the rational purpoſe of bringing about a peace, 
and not, as at preſent, for the deſperate object of carrying 
on an eternal and unextinguiſhable war. With reſpect to the 
queſtion of time, the terms of a loan had commonly been 


ſubmitted to Parliament three or four days after they were 
ſettled, and even ſometimes ſooner; but when the time was 


extended from one day to five, and from five days to perhaps 


as many weeks, the caſe was entirely altered. He would not 


then diſcuſs the terms of the loan, though he had not yet for- 


gotten the extravagant terms of the loan for laſt year. But 


his principal objection to the meaſure was, its being a ſource 
of corruption. He would not inquire to whom the loan was 


8 


given. Many of the ſubſcribers were uſeful Members of that 


Vor. I. Houſe, 
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Houſe, and he had no wiſh to exclude the monied intereſt 


from a ſhare in their deliberatiohs. But it was to be recol- 


lected that the intereſt which they had in this tranſaRion, 
from an advance in the price of ſtacks, might influence not 

only their approbation of the particular meaſure, but even 
bear on every vote which they ſhould give on the queſtion of 
ſupply. It was a conſtitutional principle, that the ways and 
means ſhould not be voted, before the Houſe had decided on 
the extent of the ſupply ; in this inſtance the ways and means 
were provided, before the Houſe had been called to conſider 
of the ſupply at all. 'There was another circumſtance to be 
conſidered, How far, after the experience we had had of the 
ſubſidy granted to the King of Pruſſia, we ought to be pre- 
pared to go on with the ſame ſyſtem, and grant a ſubſidy to 
the Emperor, under the name of a guarantee? No freſh. 
proof was ſurely wanting to convince us, how little reliance 

we could place on the faith of continental treaties, in the 
proſecution of the preſent war. But then the Right Hon. 

Gentleman had contended, that the negotiation into which 
he had entered was only proviſional, and left the point quite 

undecided. It ſurely could not be either way equal; there 
mult be a difference of advantage in bargaining for eighteen, -. 
and for twenty-four millions, which would give to thoſe con- 

cerned an intereſt in voting for the one propoſition, rather 
than the other. If it had always been conſidered as a duty 
of the Members of that Houſe, to be jealous of the means 
of increafing corrupt influence, he could not but conſider the 
preſent ſyſtem as entirely calculated for that purpoſe, and in- 
_ tended to give additional force to that machine, which was 
already but too powerful. In a financial point of view, the 
Right Hon. Gentleman had contended that the Houſe were 
not bound to adopt the terms for which he had bargained. 
Undoubtedly not but at the ſame time he had admitted that 
it might be attended with extreme inconvenience to give them 
up. There were only two conſiderations to be attended to 
on this part of the queſtion. If when Parliament ſhould be 
called to ſanction the loan, the price of ſtocks ſhould-be fuch 
as to render the bargain highly gainful to the proprietors, the 
necellity of keeping the faith of Government to thoſe, who 
had made their terms when the price of ſtocks, was ſo much 
lower, would then be urged, and that they would have the 
rellectiou that they were giving their ſanction to ſtipulations 
much leſs advantageous to the Public than they might other- 
wiſe have been. If the price of ſtocks ſhould have fallen fo 
as to render the tranſaction extremely diſadvantageous to the 
proprictors, ke did not conceive that there was any thing 
: Me FOES, binding 
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binding upon individuals, more than upon Parliament, to 
fulfil the proviſional bargain; he at leaſt knew- of no law to 
compel them to make good the terms, for which they had ſti- 
pulated. And if the circumſtances were peculiarly unfavour- 
able, even though they had the will, yet they might not have 
the power to fulfil their engagements. The Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman contended that he had only done what had been cuf- 
tomary on ſuch occaſions, and the only difference was in the 
point of time; but in a tranfaction of this nature, the con- 
fideration of ſeven hours, or of ſeven weeks, ſurely formed a 
very material difference. Mr. Fox then urged that the time of: 
voting the ſupply was a very proper period for diſcufling ſuch 
objections. He renewed his wiſh that notice might be given 
of the day on which the buſineſs of the loan to the Emperor 
ſhould be agitated, and for the ſake of the country gentlemen, 
that it might be fixed at as diſtant a period as poſſible. He 
was deſirous that it might not be confounded with the Budget, 
but treated as a ſeparate queſtion, If introduced in the 
Budget, it would lead the attention of the Houfe from the 
diſcuſſion of the particular terms to be granted to the Emperor 
in the preſent inſtance, to the general propoſition, whether in 
any caſe it was fitting that pecuniary aſſiſtance ſhould be granted 
to him from this country. He wiſhed then that the queſtion 
of the particular terms propoſed might be diſcuſſed before the 
Houſe ſhould be called to decide on the ſubject of the loan, 
and that as long an interval as poſſible might be allowed pre- 
vious to this diſcuſſion, ſo as to admit, if it could conveniently 
be done, of a call of the Houſe. . ZE SOT 
Mr. Burdon ſaid, that though he voted for the Amendment 
on the firſt day of the ſeſhon, he did not confider himſelf as 
the leſs hound to ſupport the vigorous-proſecution of the war, 
by readily granting the ſupplies. He was of opinion that 
terms of peace, even if held out by us, would not be ac- 
cepted by the French, and he only wiſhed that we might adopt 
a moderate and pacific language, in order to fix upon them 
all the crime and odium of carrying on the war. _ 
Mr. Fox ſaid that he alſo ſhould certainly vote the ſupplies. 
The only difference was, that if the Amendment for peace 
had been adopted, he ſhould have done it with a good heart, 
and a ſanguine feeling, in the view that they would be applied 
to a good purpoſe; whereas he ſhould now, he confeſſed, 
vote away the money of his conſtituents under very different 
impreſſions, and with very different proſpects. 7 
Ar. Samuel Thornton ſaid, that he would have ſupported 
the Addreſs on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, if it had held a 
_ pacific language, or even profeſſed a readineſs to adopt nego- 
e N 8 2 . tiation. 


=” 
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tiation. He was indeed of opinion that every year during 
the continuance of hoſtilities, we ſhould make an offer of 
peace to the enemy, provided they ſhould be diſpoſed to re- 
move the grounds of war, What had diſpleaſed him in the 
language of miniſters was, that they ſeemed to hold out no 
other termination of the war than the deſtruction of the pre- 
ſent French government, an object which he believed would 
never be effected by the force of arms. Now that the queſ- 
tion was decided to carry on the war, he was ready to ſupport 
it. Every way, indeed, he ſaw danger, both in adopting ne- 
gotiation and perſiſting in hoſtilities; but if the war was to be 
carried on at all, he was ſenſible, from a view of the difh- 
culties of our ſituation and the force of the enemy whom we 
had to oppoſe, that it could only be carried on by a large and 
extended ſcale of operations. He declared that he had not a 
ſhilling directly or indirectly in the loan; he diſapproved of 
any inſinuations of corrupt influence; the negotiation re- 
ſpeCting it he believed to be ftriftly honourable in all the 
parties; and concluded with promiſing his hearty ſupport to 
the motion. ee VVV | 
Mr. Fox explained, that there had exiſted times, in which 
there had been juſt grounds of jealouſy with reſpect to cor- 
rupt influence; and that it became a conſtitutional duty of 
every Member to exerciſe ſuſpicion and vigilance with refpect | 
to whatever might have a tendency to introduce ſo deſtructive 
a principle into the Houſe of Commons, or add to the force 
which it might have already acquired, more eſpecially when 
the tranſaction aſſumed ſo queſtionable a ſhape as the preſent 
loan, from the particular time and circumſtances in which it 
was brought forward.  _ : „ 
The Chancellon of the Exchequer ſtated, that he regretted the 
difference of opinion which on a former night had taken place 
between himſelf and an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. S. Thornton), 
who had on this occaſion ſtated the grounds of the difference 
in a manner very honourable to himſelf, and very fair to the 
Public. The Hon. Gentleman conſidered it as a proper mea- 
ſure to offer peace, even with a view to carrying on the war; 
he mult own that under the preſent circumſtances he. enter- 
tained the directly contrary opinion. At the fame time he 
had given an example to thoſe who had ſupported the Amend- 
ment from ſimilar views, by ſhewing his determination to 
ſtrengthen the hands of the Executive Government, and to 
countenance every meaſure that might give effect to the excr- 
tions of the country. With reſpect to the Auſtrian Joan, he 
had no heſitation to diſcuſs the expediency of ſuch a ſtep with 
any Member who was defirous that the operations of o 51 | 
| | 7. - +> hoold 
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ſhould be vigorouſly and effectually carried on. But, though 
he had no objection to diſcuſs that meaſure ſeparately, it muſt 


neceſſarily form a part of his Budget, as, in the detail which 


he ſhould then ſubmit to the Houſe, he ſhould be obliged to 
look to the alternative of ſuch a ſum to be granted to the Em- 
peror, and to make a ſuitabie proviſion, I e treaty ſhould be 


carried into effect. He ſhould, in all probability, bring for- 
ward his Budget on Wedneſday the 21ſt inſt. He could not 


blame any Member for wht with jealouſy and ſuſpicion to 
any, meafure that might, in his opinion, have a tendency. to 
increaſe the means of corrupt influence; but he defied any 
one to point out a ſingle ſtep * had been taken, in the nego- 
tiation reſpecting the loan, that had any ſuch tendency. For 
his own part, he knew not the perſons who might have ſhares 
in the loan,—But how could ſuch a circumſtance induce the 


proprietors to ſupport the continuance of the war, from the 
proſpect of advantage, when, on the contrary, every rumour 


of peace, however flight or unfounded, was found to have 


the effect of railing the price? He had been induced to con- 
cert the terms of the loans ſo much ſooner than uſual, be- 
cauſe, before he could make any ſpecific propoſal to the Em- 


peror, it was neceſſary to aſcertain what effect the loan granted 
to him, might have on the loan requiſite for the Government of 
this country; and this could only be done by a proviſional 

| bargain, as in the preſent inſtance, afterwards to be ſubmitted 
to Parliament. | 


Mr. WWilberforce owned he felt an inclination in favour of a 


vote for a ſupply. He retained the opinion which he had al- 
ready delivered on the war itſelf ; but as the Houſe of Com- 


mons had entered into a reſolution for carrying it on, the 


queſtion then was, not whether we ſhould go on with the war, 
that was determined in the athrmative, but whether we ſhould 
have a vigorous or languid war, and in that view of the ſub- 
ject, he felt himſelf bound to grant large ſupplies; this he 
did becauſe the Houſe was determined to carry on the war, 
not becauſe he himſelf withed the war to continue, but be- 
cauſe he could not prevent itz and he mult again proteſt that 
the more he thought upon the ſubject, the more he was con- 
vinced of the neceſſity of peace on the part of this country. 


My. Duncombe ſhortly expreſſed his concurrence in the ſen- 


timents of the laſt Honourable Speaker, as to his approbation 


of peace; but declared, he felt a perſuaſion that if the war 


was to be perſiſted in, it ought to be proſecuted with vigour. 
Mr. Fox declared, he ſtill retained his fentiments with re- 


ſpect to the influence of the Members of the Houſe, and the 
neceſſity there was for viewing all theſe things with a jealous 
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and a watchful eye. With regard to the queſtion of ſupply 
then before the Committee, he agreed that a ſupply mult be 
had, and perhaps he might be of opinion that it ought to be 
granted to the extent propoſed; but that Was nothing as to the 
application of it, or the jealouſy of the Houſe as to the influ- 
ence to be created by it. He took notice of the obſervation 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the effe&t which the 
rumour of peace always had to raiſe the price of ſtock, and 
thereby render the loan more advantageous to the proprie- 
tors; but he aſked how this argument applied with reſpect to 
the Imperial loan, which depended on the ſuppoſition that the 
war was to be continued, and which was a meaſure entirely 


without any proſpect of peace. He agreed that this war, if 


it muſt be continued, ſhould be a war of great vigour ; but 

then as to the nature of that vigour, he might think the ſub- 
ſidy to the Emperor a thing entirely uſeleſs, and the whole fix 
millions to be paid for nothing, from the circumſtance of the 
Electors of Germany having fo generally ſignified their wiſhes 
for peace at the Diet of the Empire, and becauſe he was of 
opinion that the whole of our vigour ought to be in the navy; 


and if there was a place in this iſland, in which it was poſſible 
to build a ſhip, and a ſhip was not built; if there was one 
man employed in the army, who could be of any ſervice in 
the navy; if one ſhilling was beſtowed to purchaſe any thing 


for the army, which might have been laid out for the navy; 
then miniſters were proceeding upon a ſyſtem, which if fol- 


lowed much longer, we fhould drive ourſelves to utter and ir- 


retrievable ruin. It was for the navy, that the whole extent 
of our ſupply, be it ever fo large, ought to be employed. N 
Mr. Barham alſo agreed that the ſupply ſhould be a large 


one, if the war was to be carried on; but he thought we ought 


to negotiate for a peace. . e 

Mr. Martin expreſſed his moſt hearty coneurrence in the 
ſentiments of Mr. Fox with regard to the navy. He deplored 
the hardſhips to Which the inhabitants of that part of Europe 
which had ſo long been the ſeat of war, were expoſed; and 
he declared he ſaw no reaſon why, on our part, the whole con- 
teſt ſhould not be confined to the ſea. | „ 

Sir Williem Milner ſaid, he had voted for the Amendment 
on a former evening, becauſe he conceived, from the language 


of ditferent Proclamations, that the French muſt ſuppoſe Eng- 


land would not make peace until the old government be re- 
ſtored. It ſeemed to be the determination at preſent of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, not to treat with any but a mo- 


narchical government. Nor was it the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer's determination only, but that of all the Members or 
| . | Adminiſtration, 


JAR. z.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ns 
Adminiſtration. Sir William was ſorry to differ from men, 
with whom he had lived in friendſhip, and with whom he had 
ſtudied politics under the ſame maſter, the Marquis of Rock- 
ingham.. _ | ITED; os l 
Sir William wiſhed for a negotiation for peace. He ſaid he 
dreaded the effect of fending fix millions to the Emperor; he 
was afraid it would leſſen the value of land in this country to 
an alarming degree; it would not only be difficult to raiſe mo- 
ney by way of mortgage on eſtates, but it would ſoon be im- 
poſſible even to fell and be paid for them. He faid he was 
lately with an eminent Solicitor, who told him that he had 
clients who wanted to mortgage eſtates: to the value of a mil 
lion of money, but that if this loan to the Emperor took place, 
he ſhould fearcely be able to raiſe any of it, V 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer informed the Hon. Baronet, 
that his obſervations did not relate to the ſubje& before the 
Committee. He would explain what he intended to be un- 
derſtaod as his ſentiments with regard to the government of 
France, and as to what ſort of government he thought it ſafe 
for us to treat with, and what he truſted he had ſaid on a 
former night. He did not ſay that it would be impoſſible for 
us to treat with France in the form of a Republic, but that, 
under all the exiſting circumſtances, it was not ſafe for us to 
treat for peace with them, and that our preſſure was not ſo 
great as to call for ſuch a peace as we had reaſon to expect 
they would at preſent offer. He ſaid that he thought we 
could not have a better form than a menarchical one to be 
| ſafe in treating with; it was not impoſſible that a republican 
form might be ſuch as to be able to give ſecurity to us for the 
_ continuance of peace, and that we might by poſſibility treat 


4 


with ſuch a government, but he did not think it likely. 


Mr. Fox faid it was neceſſary for him and the Right Hon. 
Gentleman to underſtand one another. He always underſtood 
the miniſter to ſay, that it could not be ſafe for this country to 
treat with the republican form of government of France, and 
that we never ough; to think of it but in caſe of extreme ne- 
ceſſity ; but now he ſaid he did not mean to ſay that no repub- 

lican government ſhould be treated with, for he ſaid there 
may be a republican government which we might treat with; 
it was almoſt a pity to put ſuch a condition in the argument, 
becauſe it created confuſion, for now it was to be qualified with 
the words. “ under the preſent circumitances;” this was doing 
away. the effect of the King's Speech, becauſe it depended 
merely on the time, and not on the form of government, as 
thus explained by the miniſter. Here Mr. Fox deſired that 
TER ey e | part 
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part of the Speech, to which. this argument.referred, to be 
read; which being done, Mr. Fox begged an explanation. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was à little difficult to 
flate nicely and exactly all the ſhades of diſtinction, which 
might attend ſuch a thing as this. The neceſſary nature of 
every opinion muſt depend on a compariſon of circumſtances ; 
his opinion was, that with the preſent government, under the 
preſent exiſting circumſtances, there could be no certainty or 
ſecurity, and therefore no ſafety in treating; there might be 
a change in part, ſo as to alter the caſe. But he had no difh- 
culty in ſaying freely, there muſt be a great change in one 
country or the other, or both, before he ſhould think it pro- 
per to negotiate or treat. The — on our part mult be 
much greater than it is, and their aſpect muſt be much more 
formidable towards us, than at preſent, before any treaty with 
them ought to be thought of by us. N I 
Ar. Fox ſaid, then the queſtion would turn entirely as to 
what alteration there might be in the circumſtances of the 
two countries, and particularly in the form of the French Go- 
vernment. He thought he underſtood the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman, and he hoped ſome Hon. Member, fitter for it than 
hunſelf, would make a motion on the ſubject, for he thought 
they were now fairly at iſſue. | NL ig 
Ar. Jolliſte faid, he was anxious for peace; and, if any ſpe- 
cific motion were made on proper grounds, he ſhould not op- 
pole it. 7. | e E N 
8 Mr. Sheridan roſe again.— Ile ſaid he had heard many 
tkings aſſerted in the courſe of the debate, which he thought 
open to a ready anſwer from the meaneſt underſtanding; 2 
having troubled the Committee ſo often, he had remained 
Blei. . 25 %%% EE, 
There had, however, ariſen a new circumſtance. The 
anſwer given by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the doubts _ 
of a worthy Baronet (Sir William Milner), had cauſed a diſ- 
cuſſion of the utmoſt importance. Nothing could be of more 
importance than 7s aſcertain. from the mor4h of the minifler, an 
explicit declaration of the real cauſes and obje@s of the war. His 
Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox) had ſaid, that he had underſtood him 
on this ſubject. Conſcious of the ſuperior quickneſs of intel- 
lect which his Hon. Friend poſſeſſed, he had no doubt but that 
his Hon. Friend had comprehended his meaning; but for him- 
telf, he muſt plainly fay, thar, after conſtantly watching the 
miniſter on this ſubject, he had vniformly, found him giving 
an apparentiy plain opinion; and then, when preſſed for a little 
explanation, clothing that opinion in ſuch a 
EE | | 8 
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of words, that, in proportion as he profeſſed to be intelligible, 
he had found him utterly obſcure. „ | 


The point now to be aſcertained was—What was the pro- 


ſpect of the miniſter's preſent deliberate declarations as to the 
object of the war? Mr. Sheridan quoted all Mr. Pitt's dif- 
ferent declarations and explanations on this ſubject, which he 
| ſhewed went to eſtabliſh theſe points: —Firſt, 'Chat 0 treaty 
could be had with the preſent government of France; then, 
'That no negotiation could ever 85 
a government of our choice was impoſed upon them, or until 
we were juſtified in treating with them, by being wholly ſub- 
dued and completely at their mer em. - 


In ſhort, he would put Mr. Pitt's declarations, which had 


been detailed in many ſentences, in a very few words The 
preſent miniſters would give peace to England : whenever. we 
ſhould conQUER FRANCE, or whenever France ſhould con- 


QUER Us I—It was a declaration of inſanity; and, if the 
Houſe of Commons or the Country ſupported him after this 


them. ES * 
The reſolution that a ſupply be granted to his Majeſty, was 
then put and carried, and the report was ordered to be receiv- 
ed next day. 2 


declaration, they muſt be as mad as the maniac that deluded 


Right Hon. Welbore Ellis, now called to the Houſe of Peers. 
A . 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. = 
by SATURDAY, Jan. 3. 


Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the Committes of 


agreed to nem. con. e 3 
The Houſe agreed to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, on Monday, to conſider of a ſupply to be 
granted his Majeſty. _ 5 | | 5 
The eſtimates of the navy and army, and various other pub- 


Supply. The reſolution was read a firſt and ſecond time, and 


lic accounts of the laſt year, were ordered to be laid before the 


Houſe, _ 3 | ; 
The following accounts, by his Majeſty's command, were 


* 


preſented by Mr. Roſe, vis. 


An account of all additions which have been made to the : 


annual charge of the public debt: 5 
horſes and carriages, from the 5th of July 17893 and alſo an 
"_— - the nett income of the tax of ten per cent. charged 


An account of the nett produce of the additional duties on | 


, 
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e entertained with them, till 


new writ was ordered for Petersfield, in the room of the 


upon 
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upon the aſſeſſed taxes by an Act of the 3iſt Geo. III. for one 
year, from Oct. 10, 1793, to Oct. 10, 1794. | 
An account of the additional duties 1789, on newſpapers, 
advertiſements, cards, dice, legacies, and be of wills, 
for the ſame time. 
An account of the nett produce of the duties on Britiſh 
ſpirits, and on foreign ſpirits, granted in the year 1791, for the 
ſame time. 
An account of the nett produce of the duties on ſugar, for 
one year, for the ſame time. 
An account of the nett produce of the duties on additional 
game certificates, for the ſame tine. 
An account of the nett produce of the duties on bills and 
receipts, for the ſame rime. 
An account of the nett produce of the duties on Britiſh 
| ſpirits, granted anno 1794, to the roth of October,” the _ 
1 
TAs account of the nett proflece of the PORES duty on in- 
_ dentures of clerks to Attornies and Solicitors, 1794, to the 
oth of October in the ſame year. 

An account of the nett produce of the additional duties on 
-bricks and tiles, from he? 28th of March to the roth of Octo- 
ber 1794. 

An account of the nett prodace of the duty on paper, from 
the 28th of March to the 10th of October 1794. 

An account of the nett produce of the duties on glaſs, from 
the 17th of April to the 1oth of October 1794. 

An account of the nett produce of the. duties on lates, 
e and marble, from the 5th of July to the roth of Octo- 
ber 1794. 

offs account of the nett produce of the duties on diſtilleries, 
ua licences granted to diſtillers in Scotland, from the 5th of 
2 to the 10th of October 1794 made perpetual 5th of 
| ri 1794. 

The _ of all theſe. accounts were read, and ordered t to ws 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Refe alfo preſented— - 5 

An account of the total produce of the cuſtoms, exciſe, 

ſtamps, and incidents, for one year. 
An account of the total produce of the duties of cuſtoms in 
England and Scotland, for the four quarters, ending October 
20, 1794. 

An account of the total pe of the exciſe in England 
and Scotland, for the four quarters, — at the ſame time. 

Adjourncd, . 


HOUSE 


1 * 
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Hobsk or COMMON 8. 
Moxpax, Jan. 5. 


Lind V fannt Parker. reported at the Bar, that his Majeſty E 


had been waited upon with the Addreſs of that Houſe, that 
his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions to 
the proper officers, that the eſtimates, liſts, and accounts 
therein mentioned, might be laid before the Houſe, and that 
his Majeſty had been graciouſly Pleated | to declare that he | 


| ſhould give directions accordingly. 


The order of the day being read, the Houſe reſolved itlelf 
into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of a ſuppl 
to be granted to his Majeſty, in which ſix millions were voted 
to pay off Exchequer Bills. 


The report was ordered to be esel to-morrow, and the \ 
Houſe agreed to go into a Committee. to conſider further of a 


ſuppiy to be granted to his Majeſty. 
SUBSIDY TO PRUSSSIA. 


Mr. 70 deſired to be informed by the miniſter relative to 


che effect of our treaty with the King of Pruſſia: This ap- 
peared to him to be neceſſary in any view of our continental 
alliance, but more particularly as we were about to be called 


upon to enter into an important one with Auſtria. He then 
wiſhed to know what inſtalments of the ſum agreed to be paid 
by us to the King of Pruſſia were actually received by that 


Monarch, and alſo what troops he had employed in the pur- 
poſe for which we paid him the ſubſidy. He re 9s as the 


reaſon for putting the queſtion then, that he underſtood many 


Gentlemen would be engaged next week in the buſineſs of. the 
Quarter Seſſions, and he truſted the candour of the miniſter 
would give him an explicit anſwer, 


The Chancellox of the Exchequer ſaid, the laſt inſtalment was | 


made in the month of September laſt. _ 

Mr. Jelyl wiſhed to know what the amount was in all of the 
money given to the King of Pruſſia ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had not the leaſt 


objection to the accounts on that ſubj ect be being laid on the table 


of the Houſe. The amount of the 4 um which had been 
ſent to his Pruſſian Majeſty from this e dufte e to 
twelve hundred thouſand pounds. A 


* PEACE WITH THE FRENCH REPUBLIC. 


Ir. Grey ſaid, that as Gentlemen were about to leave town 
os a ſhort time, in order to attend either their private eon- 
| | | T 2 5 cerns 


n e 8 a v : 
SLE r n 
8 * - e "L4G . x 9 . 2 
Eun 5 —— EF . ᷣ ͤ — ĩᷣͤ Ys. OY RS r I ESE OI - - — . f g 
2 8 1 K WER * E ” Gre COS SES or ERIE RESTS SCE RIA RISE Tens” , ” 3 r e n = * " 8 22 
2 14 : 7 >> : Wes | man. - A "WO. : - . ED reer 2 * 3 8 N Clos Gi eat en * * — C _ W5 ” n _ 
4 ; " 7 — A of * 2 — 2 v WY Ip 2 — 2 — —— . 2 3 — 2 — * 7.5 1 7 - 
* pa A WW k * N 2 bs. 5 8 5 we CB 2 ” — — 7 : 
E ar tar 3 ry. ELIF PIGS s = — r * 8 ICC: rr - — 1 ** 3 . 
eee 2 N = ax eo FLV EW — 9 —— (ES 2 O A 4 * r 3 S — 2 8 8 5 ty N 3 — 
: e <P 8 7 3 N ** — E * — 0 — * i 2 0 — 10 E 3 — 5 SSN 2 os Lg 8 7 J PT ICT p 3 * — 
2 ＋ Af pete. »y A CATS 5 2 — at —— — <p * 6 5 2 "FRI 4 re re V2» "7 o * PE . 8 82 ny ot. ir =. I * 3 2 8 ns _ mat 
CS ; . Pet ©, «ea $8 WIS 50 9 l _ * 8 nt mh = HEAT, voy = 
8 * - 4 n Ry 2 3 3 * o 
a 4 a. = 1Y CELL n - 6 * 


- 2 RAJ * * N r . 
3 8 * n F 
foto TE D D ; 
- 8 bo : 


1 


140  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
cerns or their public duty in various parts of the country, he 
a e to defer for a while a motion which he intended to 
make. 1 „„ 

The ſubject he meant to bring forward, he ſaid, was 
of great importance; he therefore thought it was proper, at 
the time he gave notice of it, to ſtate preciſely what the motion 
was. It related to what had partly been before the Houſe. 
He was one of thoſe who thought that propoſals for peace 
might, at this time, be made with advantage to this country, 
but the miniſter had declared himſelf to be of a contrary opi- | 
nion. He thought he underſtood the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
at laſt, upon that ſubjeck: He beheved him to ſay in effect 
this ;—< That the form of government in France, with which 
this country could with the greateſt ſafety and the beſt advan- 
tage treat and negotiate, was that of a monarchical form, 
eſtabliſhed on ſomething like the old form of the conſtitution 
of that country. That he could conceive, however, interme- 
diate circumſtances, in which it might be prudent for us even 
to treat with a republican form of government in that country; 
but that, under the preſent circumſtances, we could not, con- 
fiſtently with the dignity of the Crown, or the ſafety of the 
country, negotiate with the preſent Government of France.” — 
So far from being of this opinion, he was well perſuaded that 
we could, conſiſtently with the dignity of the Crown, and the 
ſafety of the Public, enter at this time into that negotiation, 
and he wiſhed for the diſcuſſion of that ſubject ; and, there- 
fore, he gave notice, that on the 2oth of this month he 
ſhould move, „That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that the 
exiſtence of the preſent Government of France ought not to be 
conſidered as precluding at this time a negotiation between 
us.” Theſe were the words of the motion, as he intended to 
make it; if there was any Member in the Houſe who thought 
that the ſame idea might & better expreſſed, he ſhould be glad 
to hear what was to be ſaid upon that point; but, if nothing 
relevant of that ſort was then ſaid, he ſhould bring his motion 
forward as it ſtood. 5 | | | | | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave the Hon. Gentleman 

credit for having ſtated his propoſition in a fair, open, and 
manly way, but ſaid, he ſhould not attempt to diſcuſs the ſub- 
je, becauſe another ſeaſon would arrive for that purpoſe ;— 
lie defired it to be underſtood, however, that he wiſhed the 
matter to be diſcuſſed fully, fairly, and freely, whether from 
the internal fituation of France, it would be wiſe, diſcreet, or 
prudent, on the part of this country, to enter into any negoti- 
ation at this time. EE; „ 
1 e CITY 


* 
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| _ CITY MILITIA BILL. 
Mr. Sheridan called the attention of the Houſe, for a mo- 
ment, to the City Militia Bill. He obſerved that the Bill had 
been hurried through the Houſe with unexampled and inde- 
cent precipitancy, and when he oppoſed it as an infringement 
of the chartered rights of the citizens of London, he was told he 
Was interfering in a matter for which the citizens of London 
would not be obliged to him; that they had conſidered the 
principle of the Bill, and approved of it. The fact, however, 
was directly the reverſe : The citizens had not then an oppor. 
tunity of underſtanding the Bill completely, and when they 
did underſtand it, they diſapproved of it highly. It was not 
his view to catch at temporary popularity, by affecting to 
| feel for the rights of perſons for whom he had no real con- 
cern; the truth was, that he conſidered the Bill in queſtion 
to be a groſs violation of the rights of a very reſpectable body 
of men, whom it was the common duty of all the Members 
of that Houſe to eſteem and reſpect. To ſhew, however, 
that he had no deſire of thruſting himſelf forward in this buſi- 
neſs, he would decline it altogether, if he ſhould find that 
the Members for the city were diſpoſed to do their duty to 
their conſtituents upon the ſubject. What he wiſhed to know 
at this moment was, whether it was the intention of thoſe 
Hon. Gentlemen, repreſentatives of the city, to bring forward 
a motion for the repeal of the City Militia Bill, or to propoſe 
ſome regulation of it? He deſired an anſwer to that queſtion. 
Mr. Alderman Curtis ſaid, ſome active endeavours had been 
made by a particular party in the city, not very friendly to the 
meaſures of the preſent Adminiſtration, to render ae Bill 
odious. The citizens, however, had, with their uſual good 
ſenſe, been able to withſtand the moſt palatable poiſon, and he 
doubted not but the Bill would prove a bleſhng to them. A 
committee had been appointed in the city to examine into this 
ſubject, but they had not yet made their report, and therefore 
he eould not give all the information he could with. But with 
regard to the principle of the Bill, he would venture to fay it 
was approved of by a large majority of the citizens of London. 
This he collected from the meetings which had taken place 
upon the i e 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon ſaid, that many attempts had been 
made to impoſe on the underſtandings of the citizens of Lon- 
don upon this ſubject, but they would not ſwallow the potſon, 
however palatable the doſe was made; the majority of the 
_ eitizens were decidedly in favour of the Bill. He took notice 
that Mr. Sheridan had faid, the Members for London were not 
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preſent on Friday; Mr. Anderfon ſaid, he was in the Houſe at a 
quarter of an hour after four o'clock, and he begged leave to 
ſay, that conſidering his other important concerns, he attended 
the Houſe, he believed, as frequently as any Member, and he 
-truſted that none of theſe reflections would be thrown out 
again. He underſtood the Hon. Gentleman had faid, in the 
hearing of ſome perſons, that he (Mr. Alderman Anderſon) 
had converſed with, that he ſhould have ſome obſervations to 
make that day, if the Members for the city attended their duty. 


Mr. Sheridan leſt it to the worthy Alderman to take credit 


for his attendance in that Houſe ; he, for one, did not think it 
was an indifferent, or a minor part of a Member's duty to at- 
tend the Houſe. With regard to his having promiſed to make 
ſome obſervations upon this ſubject that day, in the hearing of 
any body in that Houſe, he certainly did not make that promiſe 
in the hearing of any body, for he did not -make it at all. 
With regard to the popularity of the Bill, the Gentlemen who 
had afferted that, would do well to reviſe that opinion ; he 
thought they would ſoon have reaſon to ehange it; if he could 
judge of what he heard ſo frequently, and particularly from 
the proceedings of the numerous mecting of the ward of Far- 
ringdon Without, the Bill had arouſed the\indignation of the 
citizens of London, but by no means met their favourable 
8 He ſhould fay nothing further at preſent upon the 
ubject. | ND | | WS: 
; Mr. Alderman Le Meſurier ſaid, that in ſpite of the efforts 
that had been made to provoke a different ſentiment, the Bill in 
queſtion was no ſooner properly underſtood, than it became 
popular in the city; that many of the wards had expreſſed as 
- much in their meeting, but that perhaps the Hon. Gentleman, 
who inſiſted on the coatrary, did not know this, for the citizens 
of London were not in the habit of publiſhing their proceed- 
ings in republican newſpapers. TS 5 


CALL Or THE HOUSE, 


Mr. Fox ſaid he had a motion to make, which was not un- 
uſual on ſi milar occaſions, if a fimilar occaſion to the preſent 
could be recollected in the hiſtory of this country. In a ſhort 
time the miniſter was to call for a loan, unexampled in point 
of magnitude, as well as under peculiar circumſtances, a large 
part of which was intended to be applied to the aſſiſtance of a 
foreign Prince. On the day previous to the diſcuſſion of that 
ſubject, an Hon. Friend of his (Mr. Grey) was to bring for- 
ward a very important motion. Under the preſent ire | 
afpect of our affairs, they could not proceed with too muc 
bs ; ELD ö N ſolemnity, 
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ſolemnity; and therefore he ſhould move that the Houſe be 


called over on the 20th of this mont. 50 DOS 
The queſtion was put and carried. to which was added the 


uſual order in ſuch caſes—that ſuch Members as do not an- 
ſwer to the call be taken into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at 


Arme, | | 

Mr. Jelyl reminded the miniſter, that he had not given him 
an anſwer to the latter part of his queſtion, relative to our ſub- 

ſidy to the King of Pruſſia; he ſhould therefore be obliged to 

make a motion, which he did to the following effect: That 

there be laid before the Houſe an account of the money iſſued 

and received by the King of Pruſſia, and at what time the inſtal- 


ments were made, in conſequence of a treaty entered into be- 


tween him and his Majeſty, in the month of April 17943 to- 
gether with an account of the number of troops which have 


heen employed in concert with his Majeſty's troops, in pur- | 


ſuance of the ſaid treaty.” _ 4 


Te Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not mean to ob- 


ject to the account of the inſtalments ; the amount of tae 


whole he had ſtated already to be twelve hundred thouſand. 


pounds; but as to the number of troops employed by the King 
of Prufhia, in concert with his Majeſty's troops, it was ſuch as 


he could not afſent to, becauſe Government had received no 


official returns of their number. 858 
Mr, Fox ſaid, this appeared to him to be very ſtrange 


When we entered into a treaty with a foreign Prince, ſhould. 


we not know whether he had performed the whole or any part 
of what he undertook to perform? For what purpoſe, he 


wiſhed to know, were Commiſſioners or Commiſſaries ap- 
pointed on our part, but to tranfmit to us an official account 
of our troops, and to deliver to that Prince the directions of 
our Government upon that ſubject? Nothing was to be com- 
municated to the people of this country, but the ſum of money 
which had been taken out of their pockets. We ſhould not _ 


know whether the King of Pruſſia ſtopped his ſervices in Sep- 


tember, or continued them ſo long; of whether he did any 
thing more than receive our money. He could not conceive | 
it poſſible that miniſters ſhduld not know what the King of 


Pruſſia did; he could not believe they had been ſo groſsly 


negligent of their duty as not to inform themſelves of ſomes + 


thing upon the ſubject, beſides the mere amount of the ſums 
they paid to a foreign Prince for his aſſiſtance, and the dates 
of the inſtalments. Sure he was the Houſe of Commons would 
groſsly neglect their duty if they approved of ſuch conduct. 
Dye Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, there was a wide differ- 
_ ence between having no account at all, and having that detailed 
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official account of the preciſe number of troops employed upon 
that ſervice. He was perfectly ready to diſcuſs the whole 
queſtion of that treaty, if any Gentleman choſe to bring the 
whole matter forward before the Houſe, and he was ready to 
take his full ſhare of the reſponſibility which could attach to 
him as one of his Majeſty's ſervants in adviſing the concluding 
of that treaty; he would go further, and declare from the 
general knowledge which he had of all the circumſtances, it 
was ſuch as he would adviſe again in a fimilar ſituation, and 
therefore he moved by way of Amendment to this motion, that 
the words, together with an account of the number of troops 
which have been employed in concert with his Majeſty's 
troops, in purſuance of the ſaid treaty,” be left out. 5 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that the miniſter's ſpeech was to him the moſt 
alarming he ever heard. There was no information whatever 
in it but the aſking for information was treated with contempt. 
He then compared the treaty in queſtion with other treaties, 
with that made with the Landgrave of Heſſe, and that with the 
King of Sardinia, and maintained that as it appeared from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer's ftatement, the treaty with the 
King of Pruſſia was more diſadvantageous to us than either of 
the others, by the proportion of from 20 to 30 to 1 really, 
in fuch a ſituation, our condition was an alarming one; the 
people of this country had a right to know whether they have 
for their money what they agree for; and ſuch ſatisfactory in- 
formation, he believed, would ſoon be inſiſted upon, notwith- 
ftanding all the attempts at keeping up a ſyſtem of deluſion, 
and plunging them deeper and deeper into an abyſs of ruin. 
The miniſter profeſſed his readineſs to diſcuſs the whole of the 
ſubject whenever it was brought forward. What was this? 
Was it not an inſulting mockery of the Houſe ? What dif- 
cuſſion could ever poſſibly take place if the Houſe were never 
to have any information upon the ſubject ?—This treaty was 
not pretended to be ſimilar to that with the King of Sardinia 
—a ſubſidy to a foreign Prince for engaging to defend his own 
dominions; on the contrary, it was vauntingly ſtated to the 
Houle, at the time it was propoſed, to be a treaty with a foreign 
Prince fond of military glory, who undertook to bring a large 
body of troops into the Britiſh ſervice, to. be under the com- 
mand, it was true, of a Pruſſian General, but we were to 
have our Commiſſary or Commiſſioner, and he believed Lord 
Cornwallis was appointed to that office; was it therefore 
probable we could have no account of theſe forces ? It was the 
eſpecial duty of the Commiſſary or Commiſſioners, officially 
to report from time to time the ſtate and number of the Pruſſian 
troops in our lervice, otherwiſe 60,000 troops might be oe | 


\ 
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ſor month after month, year after year, without the real 
benefit of adequate aſſiſtance. The miniſter was pleaſed to 
ſay he had general information upon that ſubject ; would he 
condeſcend to convey to the Houſe a little of that general in- 
formation? if he did, it would then be a queſtion for the 
Houſe to conſider what ought to be their conduct upon ſuch a 
ſubject; and in judging of that they ought to reflect that they 
were the guardians of the public purſe, and ought not, by coun- 
tenancing ſuch an amendment, to ſuffer the public treaſure to 
be thus wantonly waſted. __ | 5 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared his aſtoniſhment 
at the compariſon which was made by the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman of twenty or thirty to one, it being fo extravagantly out 
of all bounds of ſober calculation. He compared the treaty 
with the King of Pruſſia to others in former wars, in which 
he maintained that the exiſting treaty was more to our advan- 
tage than any of the preceding treaties: And he repeated, that, 
from his general knowledge of the ſervice of his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty in the common cauſe, in conſequence of the laſt treaty, 
however ſubject it might be to ſome ground of queſtoin, ſuch 
eſlential aſſiſtance bad been afforded to us and to the reſt of 
Europe, as would induce him, under ſimilar circumſtances, to 
give to his Majeſty preciſely the ſame advice as he had given 
cn tha 8 | | 
Mr. Fox admitted that the calculation he had haſtily made, 
was too high when he ſtated the exiſting treaty to be more to 
our diſadvantage than others, in the proportion of tweaty te 
cne; but it was not leſs after all than fifteen to one. To prove 
this Mr. Fox entered into an arithmetical deduction of the 
lubject in fupport of his affertion, obſerving, that there 
were 150,000 men allowed for 670,000l. and in the treaty 
with the King of Sardinia, 50,000 men were ſubſidized for 
' 200,000], ſo that the three-fitths of the preſent treaty were as 
120,000 men, and bore the exact proportion of one to fifteen. 
That, ſaid Mr. Fox, is the calculation, and I beg pardon for 
my former incorrectneſs. He recanitulated whac he had 
before ſaid, and obſerved, that it was then too late to recall the 
1,200,0001. and as it appeared neceſſary to have ſome excuſe, 
tle ſucceſs of theſe foreign mercenaries was talked of, when 
the whole ſeries of the campaign conſiſted of diſaſter and diſ- 
grace. Mr. Fox thought it particularly hard for the country 
that the goods ſhould not be remitted when the money was 
paid. After cotnparing the laſt Pruſſian treaty with that made 
with the late King, and that entered into with the King of Sar- 
dinia, and having made many additional obſervations, he con- 
cluded with ſaying, that this buſineſs, in the preſent ſtage of it, 
was fo extraordinary and alarming, that he ſhould think he did 
Vol. I. | e e not 
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not do his duty if he did not take the ſenſe of the Houle upon 
the ſubject. 

Mr. Windham remarked, that the Right Hon. Gentle. 
man had deemed it neceffary to eke out his argument with 
a mis-ſtatement. When his Right Hon. Friend mentioned 
the ſucceſs derived from the aſſiſtance of theſe ſubſidiaries, he 
was perfectly conſiſtent, although their endeavours had been 
attended with diſaſter; for, ſuch was the connexion the one 
had with the other, that when they ated up to ſucceſs, they 
co-operated to ſucceſs, and if they failed unitedly, the failure 
would have been much greater without ſuch aſſiſtance. 

The failure was of a different fort from that of which the 
complaint was made. If the failure proceeded from a de- 
ficiency of number, according to the ſtipulation, then blame 
was to be attached; but if it proceeded from ſituation and 
from circumſtance, or any other remote cauſe, the treaty was 
ſucceſsful as far as their aſſiſtance tended; and though much 
more might have been hoped ſor, there was nothing further to 
be requircd. There was clearly a mifrepreſentation in ſtating 
that his Right Hon. Friend had afferied that he had no inform- 
ation at alj—he had merely ſtated he had nothing but ge- 

eral information, which was not ſufficient to lay beſore the 
Houſe. The ſtoppage of payment in September, certainly 
tended to ſhew that we had the control, ontended ſor - ns 
miniſtration, over the Pruſſian forces. 

Ir. Fox, in explanation, ſaid, he was ſurpriſed to hear per- 
ſons talk of the diviſion of our ſuctells on the continent, when 
the ſum of it did not: e capable of diviſion. Indeed he 
did not think that any perſon, except a gentleman of ſuch 
acute reaſoning as his Right Hon. Friend, could have made a 
diviſion on the difaiters of the war. | 
Mr. Thimpjon ſaid a few words, not diſtinQly heard. 

Mr. feli wilted the Chancellor of the E xchequer to give 

the Houle ſome of the general inſormation, from which he 
formed his opinion of the effential aſſiſtance which the King of 
Pruſſia had aflorded to the common cauſe, as an equivalent for 
the 1,200,0c0). which he had received of this country; for the 
Public were ignorant, he feared, of that eſſential aſſiſtance. 
On the queltion being put, the Houſe divided 
For the motion 23 


Againſt it 110 


REPEAL OF THE HABEAS CORPUS SUSPENSION ACT. 

Mr. Sheriden roſe purſuant to his notice of laſt Tueſday to 
bring forward a motion for the repeal of the Act of the lat 
ſeſſion, ſuſpending the operation of the Habeas Corpus Act 


| in particular reſpects. Ile ſaid, that in addrefling t the Houic 
: h upon 
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upon a ſubject of the moſt important conſideration, he by no 
means wiſhed to mix his own opinions with what he ſhould 
lay before them, but ſimply to bring forward the real ſtate of 
facts. . a | 1 PTS 
He was perfectly well aware, that in” the preſent ca- 
lamitous ſituation of the country, it might have been expected 
that he ſhould direct their attention to the war rather than to 
any other topic, and that to bring forward another ſubject, 
might appear to have a tendency to divert their attention from 
that which was the principal object of public anxiety. He 
was alſo aware, that there was ſomething ritked by the motion 
which he was about to ſubmit to the Houſe, as it probably 
would not meet with the concurrence of all thoſe who, on the 
firſt night of the ſeſſion, had expreſſed their diſapprobation of 
the war, and rhat while an appearance of ſtrength was gather- 
ing to the party in oppoſition to the preſent war, the effect 
might be to produce a degree of public diſcouragement, and 
todiminiſh the hopes that were entertained of putting a ſpeedy 
end to the unhappy conteſt in which the country was engaged— 
an effect anxiouſly to be avoided. There were however ſome 
queſtions of eſſential and deep importance, which no con- 
ſideration on the ground of expedience ſhould induce him to 
forego. Such was the queſtion which he ſhould that night 
bring forward. The original oppoſers of the war, who had 
encountered ſo much unpopularity at its outſet, would firmly 
itand on the ſame ground in ſupporting the principles which 
they had uniformly avowed 3 while thoſe who had joined 
them in the oppoſition to-the war would conſider how far it 
was incumbent upon them to ſupport the fame principles. 
The preſent was undoubtedly the very firſt queſtion which 
thoſe-who wiſhed for peace were bound to ſupport. The pri- 
mary conſideration which had been held out by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, with reſpect to the neceſſity of the war, 
was the internal fituation of the country. A view of that 
ſituation was certainly in every reſpect moſt. important. 
Whether we looked to the/continuance” of the war or to the 
erent of peace, it was of conſequence to aſcertain whether the 
ſubjects of this country were actuated by a loyal attachment 
to the King, and an unſhaken zeal ſor the conſtitution, or were 
under the influence of oppoſite ſentiments. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had afked, if we ſhould make peace, 
what would be the conſequence of the inundation of French 
principles in this country? He, ſor one, did not dread the con- 
ſequence. But the Righc Hon. Gentleman had rightly taken 
his ground, if he ſuppoſed the people of England 3 
by leditious and treaſonable ſentiments, and ready on the fir 
V oppor- 
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would contend that the force, which it had been thought ne: 
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opportunity to ſacrifice all the bleſſings which they enjoyed 


from the admirable form of their conſtitution, and to deſtroy 


themſelves, This was the point at iſſue between them, the 
point on which he was prepared to meet him. The queſtion 
was not, whether the Habeas Corpus Act ſhould remain ſuſpended 
till February, though a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) 
had thought proper to declare, by anticipation, that in the pre- 


ſent fituation of things he ſhould be of opinion that the ſuſ- 
penſion ought to be renewed. If he thought that there remain- 


ed no ground for ſuſpending it, no confideration of the ſhort- 
neſs of time would induce him to withdraw his motion, He 
would ſay, with the father of the Right Hon. Gentleman (the 
Earl of Chatham), who, when he was aſked whether he would 
ſubmit to a tyranny of forty days, anſwered, No; he would 
not conſent that the people of England ſhould be fettered and 
ſhackled even for an hour. The queſtion now was, Whether the 


Habeas Corpus Act ſhould remain ſuſpended ſor ever? Another 


confideration connected with his motion, was, Whether the 


reverence and reſpect for the deciſions of juries, fo intimately 


interwoven with the beſt principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
and hitherto ſo ſacredly obſerved, ſhould or ſhould not be 


eradicated from the minds of the people of England? In con- 


ducting the preſent diſcuſſion, he ſhould argue from circum- 
ſtances as they really exiſted. He would appeal to the Gen- 
tlemen on the other fide, with reſpect to the ſituation in which 
this country was now placed; and he would aſk them, Whether 
they would not accept of the compromiſe, that the ſentiments, 
numbers, and force of the ſocieties, who had been held up as 
dangerous to the conſtitution, ſhould remain exactly as they 
were at preſent? But there was no ſituation in which thoſe 
Gentlemen were not provided with an anſwer. If it was 
urged that the deſigns of thofe ſocieties had been checked, 
they would aſk, Whether they ought to withdraw the ſecurity 
at the moment they had ſucceeded in repelling the deoger? 
If the influence of the ſocieties was faid to be increaſed, the 


ceſſary to oppoſe to an inferior danger, became {till more in- 


diſpenſible when the danger was increaſed. If they were 


called upon in a time of war, they would allege, that was not 


the proper time to judge of the degree of power to be granted 
to the executive government; if during the interval of peace, 
they would enlarge upon the neceſſity of guarding againſt the 


conſequences of an intercourſe with the daring republicans of 
France. There was no fituation in which they would not be 
provided with ſome argument for ſuſpending this chief bul- 
wark of the rights and liberties of Engliſhnzen., The 2 5 
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Aion would be juſtified, not merely as a guard againft the crime 
of treaſon, but, according to the new phraſe, any diſpoſition 
to moral guilt which might be productive of dangers. On ſack 
pretences would the ſuſpenſion be juſtified, and the Acc itſelf 
never again be reſtored. He would remind Gentlemen of the 
rounds on which the ſuſpenſioh had been voted : The pra- 
amble of the Act ſtated, that“ Whereas a traitorous and 
treaſonable conſpiracy,” &c. n. 

He would proceed to facts. Did this traitorous deteſtable 
conſpiracy exiſt, if indeed it had ever exiſted at all? It would 
be neceſſary to prove not only that it once exiſted, but that the 
ſame danger ſtill continued. Were they prepared to go the 
length of theſe affertions? He would not ſhrink from what 
he had ſaid on a former occation, that he confidered miniſters 
as the ſole fabricators of theſe plots. What he had then de- 
clared from ſtrong ſurmiſe and deep ſuſpicion, he was now 
enabled to repeat from the evidence of ſacts. He had at his 
back the verdicts of repeated juries, who had negatived the 
exiſtence of any ſuch plot. The opinion of juries had hows 
ever been lately treated in ſuch a manner, that he was almoſt 
afraid to quote their authority: But he would remind a Leacn- 
ed Gentleman (Sir John Mitford), that for language much 
leſs unconſtitutional than he had employed, with reſpect to the 
verdicts of theſe juries, a Learned Serjeant had formerly been 
committed to priſon by the Houle of Commons. That Learn- 
ed Gentleman had told them, that the acquittal of a jury did 
not declare the man innocent, it only-exempted him from being 
tried again upon the ſame charge. He had always under- 
itood, that it was a maxim of the law of England, that every 
man was preſumed to be innocent, till he was found guilty. 
But ſo far from this being the caſe, he was now told, that not 
even the acquittal of a jury eſtabliſhed his innocence, or re- 
ſtored him to his former place in ſociety. Great ſtreſs had 
been laid upon the deciſion of a grand jury. He did not reſt 
much upon that, more eſpecially as he underſtood that fome 
degree of management had been employed in forming that 
grand jury. Letters were ſent round, one of which he then 
held in his hand, difpenſing with the attendance of ſome who 
might otherwiſe have ſat on that grand jury, and fo far as that 
went, had the effect of packing them. But he could not cer- 
tainly regard the authority of any grand. jury as of much 
weight, if after the priſoner was put upon his trial, by their 
finding a bill againſt him, he was {til!, by the liberal ſpirit of 
the law of England, to be confidered innocent till he was found 
guilty by a verdict of his peers. A Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Windham) had gone even farther than the Learned-Cha- 
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Tater to whom he had alluded; he had thrown down the 
gauntlet to his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox). How far it was 
prudent or proper in that Gentleman ſo to lo, e would not 
take upon him to determine, eſpecially when he recollected 
that on a former occation he had declared thar he would not 
give up the title of his Friend till his Right Hon. Friend had 
firſt given him a hint for that purpoſe. He had not waited for 
the hint; he had now renounced the title. Nor was ſuch a 
hint to be expected from his Right Hon. Friend by thoſe who 
knew with what ſtrength of attachment he clung to all of 
whom he had been accuſtomed to think favourably, and how 
unwilling he was to give up any who had once formed claims 
upon his friendſhip. Now, however, that the Right Hon. 
Gentleman had voluntarily diſclaimed the connexion, he had no 
heſitation to declare that he ſhould henceforth meet him on 
the ground of fair hoſtility. That Hon. Gentleman, next to 
another perſon, had been the principal inſtrument of bringing 
the country into the calamitous fituation in which it was now 
laced. He truſted that he had abilities to extricate it from 
the diſſiculties of that fituation. At any rate he knew that he 
had boldneſs to wait the reſpouſibility which would ultimately 
attach to all the authors of the preſent war. Except there 
was ſomething in the ſupport of the war that corrupted and 
degraded the human heart, he ſhould have thought that the 
Hon. Gentleman would have been the laſt of all men to apply 


to perſons agquitted by juries of their country, the opprobrious 
_ epithet nee felons. There might have been ſome 
ground thinking. that thoſe perſons had owed their eſcape 


to a flaw in the indictment, or to a deficieacy of techni- 
cal forms; it might then have been urged that they were not 
entitled by the verdict of a jury to a regeneration of character, 
and were ſtill to be conſidered in the light in which the Hon. 
Gentleman had placed them, as men branded with guilt and 
driven from ſociety. He would not ſay that every man ac- 
quitted*was therefore innocent: There could be no rule of 
that ſort without an exception; a criminal might owe his ag= 
quittal to a flaw in the indictment or a failure of the evidence. 
It had been ſtated the other night that a perſon might be 
charged with murder who had only been guilty of houſe- 
breaking, and becauſe he was not found guilty upon the firit 
charge, was he therefore to be conſidered as a pure and ho- 
nourable character? But did the men who had lately been 
acquitted ſtand in that fituation? If there was any caſe in 
which the verdict of a jury went completely to eſtabliſh the 
_ innocence of the party accuſed, it ought to be with reſpect to 
the charge of high treaſon, That charge, it was to be reports 
2s 5 TER | | PE, lectec , 


lefted, came with the higheſt authority, and with a degree of 
weight and influence which it was difficult for any individual 
to reſiſt. It was to be recollected too, that with reſpect to the 
crime of high treaſon the country itſelf was both party and 

judge, fince he who levies war againſt the King, at the ſame 
time conſpires againſt the peace of the country. With reſpect 


| to the charge of Jevying war, it was poſlible that the party ac- 


cuſed might eſcape from the incompetency of the evidence 
but with reipect to'the charge of compaſſing and imagining 
the King's death. the intention itſelf conſtituted the crime; 
and if the jury had in their own minds a conviction of the eri- 
minal intention, and there was ſufficient proof of the overt- 
act, they were bound to find their verdict Guilty. He would 
now put it, whether, in the courſe of the late trials, any thing 
that could have been brought ferward againſt the priſoners 
was omitted from any want of time or attention? He had 
heard indeed a Learned Gentleman (the Solicitor Genetal ) ſay, 
that the jury, if they had known all that he did; would have 
found their verdict differently. That Learned Gentleman he 
conceived muſt have been aſleep at the time, otherwiſe the 
obvious inferencè was, that he had neglected to ſtate to the jury 
all that he knew, and had thereby thewn himſelf diſqualified 
for the place which he held, a confeſſion which he ſurely would 
not wiſh to make to the Gentlemen along with whom he fat, 
far leſs to thoſe on the other ſide the Houſe. He would ſup- 
poſe that the declaration, to which he had alluded, had been 
made in the haſte of debate, inadvertently and without due con- 
ſideration. The Learned Gentleman could not mean that 


any thing further had ſince come to his knowledge, fince he 


had himſelf admitted that the effect of thoſe acquittals went 


to prevent the parties from being again tried on the ſame 


charge. No pains had ſurciy been ſpared to bring thoſe per- 
ſons to a conviction if they had been really guilty. A Report 
of that Houſe was brought forward, containing almoſt every 


thing that was afterwards adduced in evidence, and that 


was followed by the deciſion of the grand jury. Neither 
could it be contended, that there was any want of time; ſome 
of the perſons tried, were taken up in May; the fix months 
previous to their trial were employed in collecting and ar- 
ranging evidence; a taſk in which many reſpectahle perſons, 
urged by a ſenſe of what they conceived to be their duty to 


their country, were induced to take an active part. Neither 


was there any deficiency of legal ability; twelve gentlemen 
of the greateſt profeſſional eminence, whoſe talents were ade- 
quate to any cauſe, were retained on the fide of the Crown, at 
an expence of upwards of 8c00l., independently of the bill of 
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the Solicitor to the Treaſury, (Mr. Sheridan here read the 
- Hit of the names of the Counſel for the proſecution. ] The 
Attorney General had, he ſaid, aſſured him that he exerted his 
abilities gratuitouſly, an example which he truſted would be 
imitated, and for which he gave him honour, though he could 
not approve of his doctrines of high-rreaſon, doctrines which 
if they were once to be admitted, no man could, in his opi- 
nion, be ſafe; nor yet of the deteſtable evidence of ſpies, ſo 
much reſorted to in the conduct of the proſecution. Such 
air array could only indeed have been encountered by the abi- 
kties and eloquence of his Hon. Friend, who by his conduct 
en that occaſion acquired the higheſt h&10ur, but to whom all 
profeſſional honour was become ſuperfluous, and therefore he 
might deem it fortunate that he was aflociated with Mr. Gibbs, 
who deſervedly came in for a ſhare of credit in the tranſaction. 
But perhaps the Gentlemen engaged in the proſecution would 
contend that they did not bring a ſutficient number of wit- 
neſſes, that they were willing. to ſpare the trouble of perſons 
engaged in different occupations, and reſiding in diſtant parts 
of the country. © How far this is the caſe,” ſaid Mr. Sheridan, 
«© will appear from a paper which ſhall now read, the liſt of the 
witneſſes ſummoned in the caſe of Mr. Joyce, who was never 
tried.” Of this liſt Mr. Sheridan read an abſtract; it con- 
fiſted of twenty-three perſons belonging to the office of the 
Secretary of State, forty-four gaolers and ſherifts' officers, 
twenty-two bookſellers and printers, ſeventeen Scotchmen, 
who never ſaw the priſoner, beſides a number of lawyers and 
lawyers” clerks, exciſemen, and officers under. Government, 
amounting, in all, to 2 hundred and ſeven witnefles. There 
was one circumſtance to be noticed: Many of thoſe who were 
brought forward to give evidence were kept in priſon ſor a 
confiderable time, till they were wanted for that purpoſe ;— 
there they were cooped up. halt witneſſes and half principals, 
till the day of trial; and yet, to the men who had been placed 
in this tuation, many of whom had Joſt their buſineſs, and 
been hurt in their character, not the ſmalleſt compenſation had 
been given; he would not jay, becauſe they had ſailed in giv- 
ing an evidence which might have been ſavourable to the views 
of the proſecution; ſome of them had been ſent back to Shef- 
Beld with three pounds to defray their expences. : | 
With regard to the manner in which the proceedings had 
been conducted, at Icaſt no labour had been ſpared. The 
rſt ſpeech on the trials took up no lefs a ſpace than nine 
hours. Had he been in the ſituation of a juryman, the very 
circumflance of an Attorney General taking up nine hours to 
tell him of an overt act of high treaſon, would have oy 
| | 7 reaſon 
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reaſon why he ſhould have given it as his opinion, that he could 
not believe it, and that it could not poſſibly be true; bechuſe 


it was not probable that ſo elaborate an argument and ſo much 
time ſhould be neceſſary to explain the fact conſtituting an 


 overt-a& of treaſon, which to call for a verdict from a jury, 


_ ought to be level to the comprehenſion of men of the plaineſt 
_ underſtandings. - The whole procedure on the proſecution, 
was a piece of delicate clock-work, a ſort of filligree or net- 
work, not too ſlight to hold a robuſt traitor, and yet ſo con- 
trived in the conſtruction of its meſhes, as to let all the leſſer 
_ caſes of libel and ſedition eſcape, The very intricacy and 
labour of the proceedings was, to his mind, the moſt ſatiſ- 
factory teſtimony that the caſe could not be ſupported on the 
grounds of ſubſtantial evidence and conſtitutional principles. 
If he was aſked, Did there not appear from theſe trials in- 
| ſtances of ſedition? he had no heſitation to ſay, that they 


exhibited inſtances of many groſs and ſcandalous libels. He 
was ready to admit that there were in the ſocieties miſchiev- 


ous men intent on miſchievous purpoſes.—There were others 


actuated by enthuſiaſm, whom he could not conſider in the 


ſame light, becauſe it was that ſort of enthuſiaſm which had 
actuated men of the pureſt minds in any period. As to the 
phraſes of Convention, Citizen, &c. in which they had affect- 
ed an imitation and approbation of the proceedings of the 
French, the worſt that could be ſaid of them was, that they 
were fooliſh and contemptibly ridiculous. He had attended 
the trials, not merely upon the coercion of the /ubpzna, which 
ſummoned him as a witneſs, but from a principle of duty.— 


He was of opinion that every man, who loved the conſtitution, 


and who thought that it was endangered by falſe alarms, 
would feel it incumbent, on ſuch an occaſion, to attend trials 
which he conſidered as originating from miniſterial artifice; 
and to watch the conduct of the Crown Lawyers, and of the 
Judges, in order to avert thoſe calamities from the country, in 
which, at former times, it had been involved, and to prevent 
that moſt dreadful of all wars — a war of plots and conſpira- 


cies; wars in which the pureſt blood had been ſhed by the moſt 
_ deſtruCtive of all weapons, the perjured tongues of ſpies and 


informers, That there was no real danger, appeared from the 
declaration of the Chief Juſtice Eyre, who, in ſumming up 
on one of the trials, ſtated, that it was an oftentatious and 
| boaſting conſpiracy, and that it was much in favour of the 
| accuſed, that they had neither men, money, nor zeal to effect 
the purpoſes with which they were charged. On the firſt trial 
one pike was produced; that was afterwards withdrawn from 
mere ſhame. A formidable inſtrument was talked of to be 
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employed againſt the cavalry z it appeared upon evidence to 
be a tee-totum in a window at Sheffield, There was a camp 
in a back garret, an arſenal provided with nine muſkets, and 
an exchequer containing nine pounds and one bad ſhilling ; 
all to be directed againſt the whole armed force and eſtabliſhed 
government of Great Britain. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he, 
in the firſt inſtance, had ſhewn the moſt obſtinate incredulity 
with reſpect to all the rumours of a plot. He endeavoured to 
recollect whether the preſent miniſtry had, in any former in- 
 Rance, availed themſelves of a ſimilar artifice. He reeollect- 


ed that in the year 1783, at the period when the Coalition took 
plwKhace, they repreſented thoſe who were engaged in that mea- 


ſure as ſetting up a fourth party in the State, as wiſhing to 
_ Juperſede the authority of the King, and to deſtroy the confti- 
tution, and had actually perſuaded many well-meaning peo- 
ple at the time to be of that-opinion,—[ A ery of Mar] hear. 
He then faid, he recollected too, that the very men who had 
ſet up the coalition were now in the Cabinet, and that the 
charge brought againſt them muſt have been falſe, and an in- 
ſtance of ſuocefsful deception. He was moreconfirmed in his 
| ſuaſion of the trick, when he looked to the conduct of the 
ight Hon. Gentleman (Mr: Pitt), who had adopted the policy 
of keeping open the door of Parliamentary Reform, and leav- 
ing ita little «-7ar before him, that he might get himſelf out 
by it, and whoſe ſyſtem-it had uniformly been on that queſtion, 
to do juſt as much as might- nouriſh hope and yet diſcourage 
effort. He recollected that the Society of the Friends of the 
People had been inſtituted by one whom he could name only to 
honour (Mr. Grey), that it originally conſiſted of a hundred per- 
fons, of whoſe characters it would- not become him to ſpeak, 
ſintœ be himſelf had the honour to be of the number. That 
Society had, at its firſt formation, been repreſented as more 
perniciqus than any of the others; it had been held out, 
both in that and in the other Houſe, as a combination of men, 
a political club, the exiſtence of which was incompatible with 
the ſafety of the conſtitution. Their firſt inſtitution had been 
followed by a proclamation, in order to ſecure the country 
from the infection of their principles. In what light had that 
Society been held on the late trials? That very Society had 
been repreſented as the ſaviours of the country, as the ſtand- 
ards of political orthodoxy; and it had been repreſented as the 
blackeſt aggravation of the guilt of the other ſocieties, that they 
had not ſuffered themſelves to be guided by them, that they 
had not implicitly adopted their principles, or concurred in 
their proceedings. In fact, it appeared as if the indictment 
kad been drawn not ſo much for the purpoſe of charging = 
| . oh BE | _ 
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accuſed with treaſon againſt the Sovereign, as to charge the 
Conſtitutional and London Correſponding Society with want 
of allegiance to the majeſty of the Society held at the Free- 
maſons' Tavern. This he could not help regarding as the 
ſecond inſtance of ſucceſsful deception. The proclamation 
afterwards ifſued (the 3oth of November 1792), previous to 
the calling out of the militia on the aſſembling of Parliament, 
put into the mouth of his Majeſty an expreſſion that was not 
true, namely, that there exiſted conſpiracies and inſurrections 
in the country. It might, indeed, have been urged, that at 
that time there was great appearance of danger, and that it 
was better to prevent the meditated miſchief, than to wait for 
its arrival. In ſuch a caſe, miniſters would have done better 
to have taken the reſponſibility upon themſelves, and applied 
to Parliament for a Bill of Indemnity, He had; on a former 
occaſion, taken notice of all the arts which were at that time 
employed to propagate alarm; of the Duke of Richmond 
throwing himſelf into the Tower in the middle of the nights 
of the mail coaches being retarded, and carrying with them 
the moſt diſmal reports of the ſtate of the metropolis, ſo that 
every perſon who arrived in a poſtchaiſe, expected to find all 
London in a flame. He had then ſurmiſed that the whole of 
this was merely the effect of political artificez he now found his 
ſuſpicion confirmed by fats. During the courſe of the trials, 
he had heard the evidence of the ſpies of Government, no 
part of which went to ſanction the alarm which had been ſo 
induſtriouſly propagated. It followed, therefore, either that 
miniſters were deceived by their on fpies, and had thereby 
ſhewed themſelves unfit for the ſituation which they held, or 
that they had acted upon an alarm, which they did not feel, to 
anſwer the infamous purpoſes of their own ambition, and to 
delude the people into a wicked and a ruinons war. At the 
time every body admitted that the meaſures of miniſtry were 
extraordinary; but ſomething they ſaid muſt come out. Pa- 
pers notoriouſly in the pay of miniſters, even took upon 
them to mention the particulars of the plot, to ſpeak of the 
New River being poiſoned, to aſſert other ſtrange matters per- 
petrated by the conſpirators, and even to name the per ſons 
concerned. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had then moved for a Com- 
mittee of the Houſe to inquire into the ſubje&t 3 his motion 
was negatived, becauſe miniſters knew that no ſuch plot had 
ever exiſted; and therefore ſaid, that circumſtances were not 
yet ripe for inquiry. If Government wanted a plot, plots, 
like other commoditiess would be brought to the market. 
Had his motion been adopted when it was firlt propoſed, it 
. > 7 . would 
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Habeas Corpus Act was not a matter of flight or trivial conſi- 


156 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS.” [Commons ; 


would have refuted the libel on the character of the people of 
England. The Right Hon. Gentleman, in a more advanced 
ſtage of the buſineſs, had come forward with a motion for a 


Secret Committee of that Houſe. It did not become him to 
ſay, that the Members who compoſed that Committee were 


not highly reſpeQable: They were choſen by ballot ; and 


therefore, no doubt, 1 eo ere But it was well 
known that every ſuch election by ballot was determined by 


previous agreement; he had himſelf previouſly read the 


names of 13 or 14 Members who were to be in that Commit- 
tee, and he muſt ſay, that it was a circumſtance of ſuſpicion 
that they reſorted to this mode of chuſing a Secret Committee, 
rather than by naming the Members over the table, as had 
been done on another important occaſion. A Report was pre- 


ſented to that Committee, cut and dry, and by ſome of them, 


he would venture to ſay, adopted without much examination. 


In ſpeaking of the Gentlemen who compoſed that Committee, 


he felt ſome degree of delicacy; they were not then all pre- 
ſent; they were ſo much alarmed that they did not conſider 
that Houſe as a place of ſufhcient ſecurity, and had taken re- 


fuge in the oper Houſe. A coronet, the reward of their 


ſeaſonable apprehenſion, would, they thought, be moſt likely 
to ſecure the head of the owner from future danger. While 


the Committee were ſitting upon this Report, which had been 


in preparation for five or fix months, two notes were fent, 


one to his Right Hon. Friend, and another to him, inform- 


ing them that ſomething important was to take place in the 
Houſe of Commons. This was all the intimation which had 
been thought neceſſary to precede a ſuſpenſion of the chief 

bulwark of the rights and liberties of —— Upon 
hearing only a moiety of the Report, the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus Act was propoſed. Seventeen diviſions had, 


on that occaſion, taken place on his fide of the Houſe ;z and he 
ſhould ever regard the ſhare which he had taken in that meaſure 
as the moſt meritorious part of his Parliamentary conduct. In 


the Houſe of Lords, the buſineſs was not conducted ſo haſti- 
ly : Their Lordſhips were preſented with pikes, with draw- 
ings, -with male and female ſcrews; their noble natures were 
not ſo eaſily to be rouſed; it was neceſſary that they ſhould be 
preſented with ſome ocular demonſtration of the danger. 


e Segnius irritant animas dimiſſa per aurem, 
Quam quæ ſunt oculis ſubjecta fidelibus.“ 


| He was almoſt aſhamed to ſay, that the ſuſpenſion of the 


dera: 
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deration. Mr. Sheridan here quoted the opinion of Sir Ed- 
ward Coke on the 1 importance of the Habeas Corpus. - 


ET. If any man (ſaid that great Lawyer) can ke op at 
the will of the miniſter, then we are no longer any thing more than 
bondſmen. There remains no diſtinction between the freeman and 
the llave, the living and the dead.” 


He quoted likewiſe the paſſage of Blackſtone” 8 — 
in the following extract from his chapter on the W of 
Perſons, ſect. 2. | 


Of great e to the public is che preſervation of this 
perſonal liberty; for if once it were left in the power of any, the 
higheſt magiſtrate, to impriſon arbitrarily whomever he or his offi- 
cers thought proper (as in France it is daily practiſed by the 
Crown), there would ſoon be an and of all other rights and i immu- 
nities. Some have thought that unjuſt attacks, even upon life or 
property, at the arbitrary will of the magiltrate, are leſs 3 
to the commonwealth, than ſuch as are made upon the perſonal li- 
berty-of the ſubject. To bereave a man of life, or by violence to 
confiſcate his eſtate, without accuſation or trial, would be ſo groſs 
and notorious an act of deſpotiſm, as muſt at once convey the alarm 
_ of tyranny throughout the whole kingdom; But confinement of 
the perſon, by ſecretly hurrying him to gaol, where his ſufferings 
are unknown or forgotten, is a leſs public, a leſs ſtriking, and there- 
fore a more dangerous engine of arbitrary government. And yet, 
ſometimes, when the {tate is in real danger, even this may be a-ne- 


ceſſary meaſure. But the happineſs of our conſtitution is, that it 


is not left to the executive power to determine when the danger of 
the itate is ſo great, as to render this meaſure expedient; for it is the 
Parliament only, or Legiſlative Power, that, whenever it ſees pro- 
per, can authoriſe the Crown, by ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus 
Act for a ſhort and limited time, to impriſon ſuſpected perions, 
without giving any reaſon for ſo doing ; as the Senate of Rome was 
wont to have recourſe to a dictator, a magiſtrate of abſolute autho- 
rity, when they judged the Republic in any imminent danger. 
The decree of the Senate, which uſually preceded the nomination 
of this magiſtrate, dent operam conſules, ne guid reſpublica detrimenti 
capiat, was called the ſenatus conſultum ultime neceſfitatis. In like 
manner this experiment ought only to be tried in caſes of extreme 
emergency 3 and in theſe the nation parts with its liberty for a while, 
ie order to preſerve i it for ever.” 
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If that poſition be true, if a ſuſpenſion of the Hates: 
Corpus can be compared to nothing but a meaſure which ſuſ- 
zends the whole of the conſtitution, it ought ſurely, My, 

heridan ſaid, to take place only in caſes of the moſt urgent 
and abſolute neceſſity. He would aſk whether thepreſent was 
a caſe of ſuch extreme emergency, If any man believed that 
the people of this country were infected with treafonable 
principles, and diſpoſed to overturn the Government, he might 
then be juſtified in holding ſuch an opinion; but if any man 
believed that the characteriſtic feature of the Engliſh nation 
was a ſober, ſettled, and ſteady attachment to the conſtitu- 
tion, it was incumbent on him to call for an immediate re- 


peal of the act ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus. Such was the 


opinion, which had been confirmed by repeated verdicts of a 


jury; verdicts which went completely to do away the. idea of 
any conſpiracy having ever exiſted in the country. - He, for 
one, would not wait till new management had excited new 
alarms, till miniſters ſhould exerciſe their ingenuity in the 
fabrication of new plots, or ſhould have time to propagate 
freſh grounds of apprehenſion, as the baſis and juſtification 
of freſh violations of the liberty of the ſubject; he would 
call upon them immediately to reſtore to the people thoſe 
rights, without which they could neither reſpe& themſelves, 
nor the government under which they lived. © I feel myſelf,” 
ſaid Mr. Sheridan, © as if contending for a melancholy truth 
with miniſters, when I affure them that ſuch is the ſtate of 
the country, and ſuch is the loyalty of the people, that they 
are firmly attached to the conſtitution, and diſpofed quietiy 
to enjoy its bleſſings, without any idea of either attempting 
the perſon of his Majeſty, or cutting the throats of one ano- 
ther. I ſhall hear then not of a plot, but of the exiſtence of 
_ a propenſity to nasal guilt, as juſtifying a continuance of the 
ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus. I will not ſay that there 
Have been no inſtances of ſedition ; but I will affirm even 
that the evidence of theſe appears in ſo queſtionable a ſhape 
as ought to excite your ſuſpicion. It is ſupported by a ſyſtem _ 
of ſpies and informers, a ſyſtem which has been carried to a 
greater extent under the preſent Adminiftration, than in any 
former period of the hiſtory of the country. I will not ſay 
that there is no government in Europe which does not ſtand 
in need of the aſſiſtance of ſpies ; but I will affirm, that the 
overnment which avails itſelf of ſuch ſupport does not exiſt 
mo the happineſs of the people. It is a ſyſtem which is cal- 
culated to engender ſuſpicion, and to beget hoſtility ; it not 
only deſtroys all confidence between mam and man, but be- 
tween the governors and the governed; where it does 5 


- 
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find ſedition, it creates it.—It reſembles in its operations the 
conduct of the father of all ſpies and informers, the Devil, 

who introduced himſelf into Paradiſe not only to inform his 
own Pandemonium of the ſtate of that region, but to deceive” 
and betray the inhabitants. The ſpy, in order to avoid ſuſpi- 
cion, is obliged to aſſume an appearance of zeal and activity; 
he is the firſt to diſſeminate the doctrines of ſedition, or to 
countenance the deſigns of violence; he deludes the weak by 
the ſpeciouſnefs of his arguments, and inflames the turbulent 
by the fury of his zeal. It muſt have made a man's heart 
burn, to hear the ſort of evidence brought forward by theſe 
fpies on the late trials. A wretch of the name of Lynam 
ſaid, that in his capacity of delepate to one of the ſocieties, 
he had incurred ſuſpicion, had been tried by the other dele- 
gates, and honourably acquitted. The counſel for the proſe- 
cution could hear ſuch a declaration with unbluſhing counte- 
nances. By what means had he been acquitted, but by pre- 
tences of ſuperior zeal, and more furious exertion ? I wiſts 
the Right Hon. Gentleman who called the perſons' who had! 
been tried, aeguitied felons, had been preſent when ſuch wit 
neſſes were examined againſt them; I wiſh he had been pre- 
ſent when the Chief Baron (Macdonald) addreſſed Mr. Thel- 
wall, not as an aequitted felon, but as having obtained a ver- 
dict, which was honourable to his character, and exhorted 
him to employ his talents for purpoſes uſeful to his country. 

The manner in which that addreſs was made, was fit and be- 
coming the character of the Judge by whom it was delivered; 
of whatever indiſeretion the perſons who had been tried had 
been guilty, it will not be diſputed by thoſe who have attend- 
ed to their caſe, that they have feeling hearts, that they are 
alive to every ſenſe of indignity; and that they muſt have been 
deeply wounded by the opprobrious epithet applied to them 
by the Hon. Gentleman. I truſt this is ſufficient to induce” 
him to make the only reparation now in his power, by the 
ſpeedieſt recantation of his haſty and ill-judged expreſſion. 
There was another witneſs of the name of Taylor, not an ac- 
quitted, but a convited felon, who had been tried for a crime, 
into the moral demerit of which I will not enter, but wflich 
had been attended with the aggravation of perjury, but ſen- 
tenced only to a- ſlight puniſtiment, on account, as was al- 
ledged, of ſome favourable circumſtances in his caſe, though, 
upon my word I'conld find none, except that he had con- 
tributed to hang his brother ſpy; yet this man was thoughts 
proper character to be brought forward as an evidence into a 
Court of Juſtiee, and allowed to hunt after the blood of Eng- 
liſhmen, If miniſtry: had been duped and deluded by 8 
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fpies, ought they not to admit the deception that had been 


played upon them? . But (ſaid Mr. Sheridan) I can ſuppoſe 


the caſe of a haughty and ſtiff-necked miniſter, who had never 
mixed in a popular aſſembly, who had therefore no common 
feeling with the maſs of the people, no knowledge of the 
mode in which their intercourſe is conducted, who was not 


2 month in the ranks in this Houſe before he was raiſed to the 


firſt ſituation, and though on a footing of equality with any 


other Member, elevated with the idea of fancied ſuperiority, 
ſuch a miniſter can have no communication with the people 
of England, except through the medium of ſpies and inform- 
ers; he is unacquainted with the mode in which their ſenti- 
ments are expreſſed, and cannot make allowance for the lan- 


auage of toaſts and reſolutions adopted in an unguarded and 
convivial hour. Such a miniſter, if he loſe their confidence, 


will bribe their hate; if he diſguſt them by arbitrary mea- 
ſures, he will not leaye them till they are completely bound 
and ſhackled; above all, he will gratify the vindictive reſent- 
ment of apoſtacy, by proſecuting all thoſe who dare to expoſe 
the cauſe which he las betrayed, and he will not deſiſt * | 
the pratification of his malignant propenſities, and the proſe- 
cution of his arbitrary ſchemes, till he has buried in one 
common grave the peace, the happineſs, the glory, and the 
independence of England. Such a miniſter muſt be diſquali- 


fied to judge of the real ſtate of the country, and muſt be 


eternally the dupe of thoſe vile ſpies, whaſe intereſt it is to 
deceive him as well as to betray others. In what county, or 
from what quarter of the community, are we to apprehend the 


effects of thoſe principles of inſubordination, with which we 


have been ſo often threatened ? The characteriſtic feature of 


the people is entirely different; they teſtify on every occaſion 


the utmoſt reſpect for ſuperiority (I am ſorry to uſe the 


phraſe), wherever the advantages of rank or fortune are ex- 


erciſed by thoſe who enjoy them with any tolerable decency 
or regard to the welfare of their dependents. What noble- 
man or gentleman finds in his tenants or ſervants, as long as 


he treats them with propriety and kindneſs, a hoſtile and en- 


vious diſpoſition? What merchant or great manufacturer 
finds in thoſe whom he employs, ſo long as he treats them 
well, a ſullen and uncomplying temper, inſtead of a prompt 
and cheerful obedience? This tendency to inſubordination 
forms no part of the temper or character of the people ; the 
contrary diſpoſition is even carried to an extreme. If I am 


_ aſked whether there is any danger in the preſent moment, I 
ſay, Yes. But it is not a danger of that ſort which is to be re- 


medied by ſuſpending the rights, or abridging the pres 
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of the people. The danger ariſes from a contempt ſpreading 
among che lower orders of all public men and all public prin- 
ciples. A circumftance occurs to me which took place durin 

the late trials, where the Friends of the People were raiſed 


from the Bench. When one of the Sheffield witneſſes (Broom- 


head) was aſked why his ſociety declined communicating with 
the Friends of the p | 

them very plainly, that they did not believe them to be ho- 
neſt ; that there were ſeveral of, them Members of Parlia- 
ment; that they had ſome of them been in place, and that 
they conceived the in and the outs, however they might vary 


in their de to be actuated by the ſame motives of in- 
3 


tereſt—I, who might ſeem to be as little implicated in ſuch a 
charge as any man, felt rebuked and ſubdued by the anſwer. 
What is it that tends to produce this contempt of public 
men? The conduct of thoſe who ought to hold out an ex- 
ample of public principle. I heard an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Windham) the other day, and on this ſubject I will purſue 
him with unabating hoſtility, complain of the indifference and 
languor of the country in the preſent conteſt, and call upon 
them to greater diſplays of vigour and exertion ; at the ſame 
time he affirmed, that no man in the country felt any diſtreſs 
from the preſſure and calamities of war. Will he fay this to 
the ſtarving manufacturers of Norwich? Will he fay it to 
the ſhivering poor of the metropolis, obliged to purchaſe a 
loaf at nine-pence, and unable to fupply themſelves with coals 
at this inclement feafon, from the enormous price of that ne- 
ceſſary article ? Will he ſay it to the landholders, whoſe pro- 
perty ſince the commencement of the war has been reduced 
half its value? What can this language of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman mean, except he means to drive the great body of the 
people to deſperation ? When I heard the Hon. Gentleman 
call upon the country for increaſed exertions, I concluded 
that he would have propoſed to throw in his falary to the aid 
of the public fund, and to live contented on his own ſplendid 
income. I ſuppoſed he would have perſuaded his Right Hon. 
Friend (Mr. Pitt) to relinquiſh the revenue which he derives 
from the Cinque Ports, and to live on his 6000). a-year; that 
he would have perſuaded another Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Dundas) to give up one of his numerous ſalaries; and 
a Noble Marquis, in another Houſe, to give up ſome of the 
emolument which he derives from the Tellerſhip of the Ex- 


chequer. As the Noble Marquis, on a former occaſion, pro- 


feſſed himſelf ready to abandon part of thoſe emoluments, 
he had now an excellent opportunity to prove the ſincerity of 


have 


his declaration. I expected all this, and that they would not 
F 


Vol. I. 


eople, he anſwered that he would tell 
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have ſailed to a{liſl their own arguments by the operation of their 
generoſity. The Hon. Gentleman ſhakes his head, as if I 


had ſaid ſomething which I did not mean, or would not ſtand 
by. When formerly, in conjunction with him and others, I 


attacked the corruption of miniſters, I thought I was ſpeaking 


the ſentiments of men who were ſincere in recommending 


the doctrine of public ceconomy, and not ſecretly bargaining 
for a ſhare of the wages of corruption. Little did I think 


that the oppoſition which they then expreſſed was only an 


envious admiration of the honours and emoluments of mi- 
niſters, and an impatient defire of participation; little did I 


conceive that the firſt act of a Noble Perſon (the Duke of Port- 


land), would have been to arreſt from a gallant man a token 
of honour which he had merited by his public ſervices—a 


man, to whom, indeed, that token could add no honour, but 


who might with to introduce into his own profeſſion ſuch a 
badge of diſtinction. In Ireland, ever ſince the period of 
their arrangement, they have experienced the utmoſt difficulty 
and embarrafiment, from a diſpute which has ſubſiſted about 
1 and which has at laſt been compromiſed, how far 


honourably he would leave to thoſe, who are beſt acquainted 


with the tranſaction, to determine. In the preſent war mi- 


niſters had been obliged to have recourſe to allies both at 


home and abroad; both had been procured by the ſame means, 
bargain and ſubſidy. Among the Members of the preſent 


Cabinet, there ſubſiſts a ſort of Dutch amity, and they hate 


one another more cordially than even they do us who are in 
oppoſition to their meaſures. The queſtion is, Has the Duke 
ot Portland a majority in the Cabinet? No; Mr. Pitt out- 
{trips him by an additional vote. It was curious to obſerve 
the changes which had lately taken place; from a Lord Privy 
Seal, to be Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, and vice ver/a ; from 
Preſident of the Council, to be Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; 
and from the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to be Maſter of the 
Horle. A Noble Earl (Lord Mansfield) came at firſt into the. 
Cabinet without any emolument; I was diſpoſed to give bim 
credit for his diſintereſtedneſs, but whether it was conceived 
to be a fooliſh thing, or might operate as a bad example, he 
was ſoon induced to accept the ſituation of Preſident of the 
Council, with a large falary. While all Europe is in a flame, 
they ſeem to be engaged at boy's play; to be ſcrambling for 
places and penſions, for ribbands and titles, and amuſing 
themſelves with pi in the corner in the council- room. When 
ſuch is a picture of the conduct of public men, I am not 
ſurpriſed at the declaration of the witneſs from Sheffield, that 
he gives no man of that deſcription credit for being honeſt.— _ 


= 
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Willingly, indeed, would I throw a veil over ſuch tranſactions 


for the ſake of the country, were it poſſible either to conceal 
their exiſtence, or to extenuate their diſgrace.” Mr. Sheridan 
ſaid, that he had ſtated almoſt all that he had to ſay : There 
was nothing in his mind which would be more calculated to 
remove the danger of ſedition than to abandon the ſyſtem of 
corruption which at preſent prevailed. To reform the con- 
duct of Government, and to correct abuſes, would be the fureſt 
way to remedy diſcontent, and render a further ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus Act unneceſſary. He proceeded to ſtate, that 
many of the acts of the ſocieties which had ſo much excited 
alarm, were only imitations of what had been done by the 
ſocieties in 1780. He produced a paper with the inſcription, 
Lenox, Lenox, the friend to Equality,” which, had the then 
miniſter been diſpoſed to proſecute, contained matter more 
inflammatory than any paper that had been brought forward 
on the late trials. If approbation of the progreſs of the enemy, 
implied by toaſts; if an unqualified claim of univerſal repreſent- 
ation; if diſreſpectful expreſſions, ſuch as“ What care I for 
the King's birth-day ?”—were to be conſtrued as treaſonable 
matter, all theſe would be found to apply to the affociations 
in 1780, in a greater degree than to the preſent ſocieties.— 
Theſe men only trod in the ſame path in which they had ſeen 


others go before them, not only without impeachment, but 


without reproach. _ - e | 
If (ſays Mr. Sheridan) we make a boaſt of equal laws, 


if theſe men are to be conſidered as guilty of high treaſon, let 


us have ſome retroſpective hanging, and whatever in that cafe 


may happen to me, his Majeſty will at leaſt derive the benefit. 


ſince he will thereby get rid of a majority of his preſent cabinet. 


When he recollected that his ſpeaking and writing might have 


been inſtrumental in inducing thoſe men to eſpouſe the views 
which they had adopted, he could not, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, 
ſeparate his own cauſe from theirs, and he did not know what 


other mens conſciences were made of, who could proſecute 


and even bring to condign puniſhment and infamy, perſons 
who had been guilty of no other crime than having taken up 
the ſame ſide of the queſtion of which they themſelves had for- 
merly been the advocates and ſupporters. He reprobated in 
the moſt pointed terms, the arguments drawn from the dif- 
ference of times, and the neceſſity of terrible examples, an 
argument in every body's mouth, and which nevertheleſs he 
contended to be falſe and miſchievous. It was re-echoed from 
every quarter, «© Look to the example of France,” The impli- 
cation was a libel upon the character of Great Britain. The 
characters of nations aroſe not from the difference of foil and 
| 1 1 | | climate; 
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climate; but from the invariable and eternal decrees of Pro- 
vidence, government was the ſeminary of the foul,  _ 

The diſtinction in the characters and minds of the maſs of 
the inhabitants of different countries, according to-their differ- 
ent governments, are obvious to the moſt ordinary obſervers. 


% will not, therefore (continued Mr. Sheridan), admit the in- 


ference of the argument, that becauſe the people, bred under 
a proud, inſolent, and grinding deſpotiſm, maddened by the 
recollection of former injuries, and made _ by the obſerv· 


ation of former cruelties; a people, in whoſe minds no ſin- 


cere reſpect for property or law ever could have exiſted, becauſe 
property had never been ſecured to them, and law had never 
protected them; a people, ſeparate and divided into claſſes by 
the ſtrongeſt and harſheſt lines of diſtinction, generating envy 
and ſmothered malice in the lower ranks, and pride and inſo- 
lence in the higher—that the actions of ſuch a people at any 
time, much lefs in the hour of phrenzy and of fury, provoked 
and goaded by the arms and menaces of the ſurrounding deſ- 


pots that aſſailed them, ſhould furniſh an inference or ground, 


on which to eſtimate the temper, character, or feelings, of the 


people of Great Britain; of a people, who, though ſenſible of 
many abuſes which disfigure the conſtitution, were yet not in- 
| ſenſible to its many and invaluable bleſſings; a people, who 


reverenced the laws of their country, becauſe thoſe laws ſhielded _ 
and protected all alike ; a people, among whom all that was 
advantageous in private acquiſition, all that was honourable in 
public ambition, was equally open to the efforts, the induſtry, 
and the abilities of all; among whom progreſs and riſe in 
ſociety and public eſtimation, was one aſcending ſlope, as it 
were, without a break or landing- place; among whom no ſullen 
line of demarkation ſeparated and cut off the ſeveral orders 
from each other, but all was one blended tint, from the deepeſt 
ſhade that veiled the meaneſt occupation of laborious induſtry, 

to the brighteſt hue that glittered in the luxurious pageantry of 
title, wealth, and power: He would not, therefore, look to the 
example of France, for between the feelings, the tempers, and 

ſocial diſpoſitions towards each other, much leſs towards the 

governments which they obeyed, of nations ſo differently 


- conſtituted, and of ſuch different habits, he would aſſert, that 


no compariſon could be made which reaſon and philoſophy 
ought not to ſpurn at with contempt and indignation.” . 


If preſſed further for an illuſtration on this ſubject, he woul 


aſk what anſwer would thoſe Gentlemen give, if a perſon af- 


fectedly or ſincerely anxious for the. preſervation of Britiſh 


| diberty, were to ſay, Britons, abridge the powers of your 
Monarch, reſtrain the exerciſe of his juſt prerogative, with- 


old 
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hold all power and reſources from his government, or even 
| fend him to his EleCtorate from whence your voice etalted 
him—for mark what has been doing on the Continent !— Zo 
to the example of Kings ! Kings, believe me, are the ſame in 
nature and in temper every where; truſt yours no longer: 
See how that ſhameleſs and pertidious deſpot of Pruſha, that 
trickſter and tyrant, has violated every principle of truth, honour, 
and humanity, in his murderous though impotent attempt at 
plunder and robbery in Poland ! He, who had encouraged and 
even guaranteed to them their conſtitution :—See him with a 
ſcandalous profanation of the reſources which he had wrung 
by fraud from the credulity of Great Britain, trampling on the 
independence he was pledged to maintain, and ſeizing for 
himſelf the countries he had ſworn to protect. Mark the ſtill 
more ſanguinary efforts of the deſpot of Ruſſia, faithleſs not to 


us only and the cauſe of Europe, as it is called, but craftily 


outwitting her perjured coadjutor, profiting by his diſgrace, 
and graſping to herſelf the victim which had been deſtined to 
_ glut their joint rapacity. See her thanking her favourite 
General Suwarrow, and, ſtill more impious, thanking Heaven 


for the opportunity; er e for the moſt iniquitons act 
f 


of cruelty the bloody page of hiſtory recorded the murderous 
ſcene at Praga, where, not in the heat and fury of action, not 
in the firſt impatience of revenge, but after a cold deliberate 
pauſe of ten hours, with temperate barbarity, he ordered a con- 
ſiderate, methodical maſſacre of ten thouſand women and 
children. Theſe are the actions of Monarchs! Look tothe example 
of Kings !'* What thoſe Gentlemen would reply to ſuch an ar- 
gument or exhortation (ſaid Mr. Sheridan) I know not. My 
anſwer ſhould be, I treat your inference and compariſon with 
the ſame abhorrence and indignation with which I turn from 


_ thoſe who would libel and traduce the character and principles 


of the people of England, and upon the ſame grounds and 
principles. I will not look to the example of the Princes you 
point out, and juſtly perhaps ſtigmatize, in order to meaſure my 
allegiance and opinion of the King of Great Britain. Iam not 
to be miſled by names; I regard not that the four letters are 
the ſame, which form the title of the deſpot of Brandenburgh, 
and of the firſt Magiſtrate of this free country. I will notlook 
to the principles or practice of a man born and bred in flattery, 
falſehood, and faithlefſneſs—of a Prince accuſtomed to look w 
fear only for obedience, and to arms only for ſecurity ; of one 
_ uſed to conſider his people as his property, their lives and limbs 
| his traffic; of one inſtructed to make his will the law, and the 
law his tool; of one, finally, whoſe heart muſt be perverted and 
corrupted by that which ever did and ever will deprave and cor- 
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rupt the human heart, the poſſeſſion of deſpotic power. I will 
not borrow from ſuch an example a rule to eſtimate the prin- 


ciples, acts, or wiſhes of a Monarch, where it muſt be as pal- 
pably his wiſh as his intereſt to reign in the hearts of his 


people; of a Prince whom a love of liberty alone in the people, 


exalted to his preſent ſituation, and who muſt therefore regard 
and cheriſh that love of liberty in his ſubjects, as the real body- 
guard of his perſon ; of a King, who, not ſeated on a ſolitary 


eminence of power, ſees in the co-exiſting branches of the le- 


gillature HIS EU ALS- in the law his 8U PERIOR; who, taught 
by the awful examples of our hiſtory, knows he is accountable 
for the ſacred truſt repoſed in him, and owing his title to the 
people's choice, feels the true ſecurity of his throne to be the 
people's ve,” Thus would I reply, and thus would I remain, 

though diſclaiming the ſervile cant of adulation, with ſenti- 


ments of unabated attachment to the perſon of our preſent 


Monarch, and with unſhaken adherence to the principle of 


hereditary government in this country, while limited and 
directed to the objects for which that and all other power on 
earth is created—the benefit and happineſs of the people who 


But, if I were to look to the example of France, I would 


look to the prodigality, the corruption, the deteſtable ſyſtem 


of ſpies and informers, the inſolence of the higher and the op- 
preſſion of the lower orders, which had diſtinguiſhed the old 

Government of France, and which had produced all the evils 
of the preſent ſyſtem. I would thence be taught to avoid in- 


| troducing into this country, a ſyſtem of terror and corruption; 


and to give back to the people thoſe rights and privileges which 


rivxeted their affection and ſecured their obedience, and placed 


the order and ſtability of the Government upon their beſt found- 
ations—the protection and happineſs of the ſubject.“ Mr. 


Sheridan concluded with moving “ for leave to bring in a Bill, 


to repeal an Act, paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 


for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus, &c.” 


Mr. Windham ſaid, convinced as he was, that there were 
many of his Hon. Friends more capable than he could pre- 
ſume to be, of anſwering the various topics which had been 
brought into argument by the Hon. Gentleman who had juſt 
fat down, he would not have troubled the Houſe with any ob- 


ſervations, were it not that alluſions perſonal to him had been 


frequently made in the courſe of that Hon. Gentleman's elaboy 
rate declamation. 'The firit topic which he would notice, was 
the Hon. Gentleman's remarks upon ſome words which fell 
from him reſpecting a Right Hon. Gentleman on the other 
ſide of the Houſe (Mr. Fox), whom, whether he called him ſo 


or not, he certainly ſhould continue to conſider as à friend. 

This was a ſubject which he had long remarked the Hon. 
Gentleman had a great propenſity to bring into diſcuſſion; he 
had before been obliged to make animadverſions upon it, as it. 
was, to ſay no worſe of it, extremely officious; and, however 
the Hon. Gentleman might think of it, or flatter himſelf that 
it conduced to his views, he would hazard an aſſertion, that 
| ſuch intermeddling did not give ſatisfaction to either party. 
As the matter, however, had been brought on 'the tapis, he 
would fully explain that which he had, as he: thought, ſuffici- 
ently explained before. What he had ſaid the preceding day, 
and what he would then repeat, was, that for mutual accom- 
modation, he would, though he retained the ſentiment, diſcon- 


tinue the uſual form of addreſs, and had given for his reaſon, + 


that ſtanding with each other on a different footing from what, 


they had formerly done, he might, by perſiſting in it, force his 


Right Hon, Friend into reſtraint or embarraſſment. This he 


| avowed to be the real meaning of his expreſſions, and this he 


fancied muſt {till be in the recollection of every one preſent : 


He put it to the Hon. Gentleman himfelf to declare, whether it 


vas not the handſomeſt mode of conducting himſelf; had he 


done otherwiſe, the Hon. Gentleman himſelf was the very man 
who would take advantage of it, and ſay, that he had ated 


with the inſidious intention of promoting that reſtraint and 
embarraſſment, which in truth he wiſhed to avoid. If this 


was an error, he confeſſed it to be an error of deliberation, and 


one in which he certainly meant to perſiſt. 55 
Ihe Hon. Gentleman had endeavoured to perſuade the 

Houſe, that the conduct of the perſons who promoted the war 
was criminal; and that he (Mr. Windham) was one of the moſt 
criminal of its abettors. He was defirous to avow, that, on 
the footing on which the Hon. Gentleman had ſtated it, he 
was indeed highly criminal. If to have ſeen, at a very early 
period, but not ſo early as he could wiſh he had, that the con- 
duct of the French was likely to involve Great Britain in war- 
fare and confuſion, and to be convinced, that, in her own de- 
fence, as well as from principles of juſtice and policy, ſhe ſhould 
have declared war before ſhe did, if there was any guilt in 
conſidering this as a war to be purſued with the greateſt 
vigour ; if it were criminal to ſay that the wiſdom of that Houſe 


| had deemed it ſo; if to ſay that the juſtice, the honour, and the 
honeſty of the nation called for its continuance, then he was a 


But that, he hoped, was the utmoſt extent of his criminality ; 


The Hon. Gentleman had aſked him whether he would have the 


firmneſs to be reſponſible for all this; that was what it did not 
e iy fey win e | become 


gan. 3 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Os 


= 3 EW 1 
— UCP EQ. . 
A. ——— r 


— 


3 „ * +: _ A = "" 

2 8 rr Es ee — LID — . - 
LAG SES SEL art 2 FF. ͤ = K 3 
1, — — — — TTT 


c S EDS ELDE -i4 
r 
— . K. . 

2 2 — =? 


2 
— — — - = 8 


> 3, 
»# 


: 


— 


! 
% 
i” 
1 
1 


—— — 


* * * 
— NN 


2 42. — 2 9323 
. 


— 2 
* * Coir tom, - bo uh r * n : a 0 28 N as"! * 
ned ms 56-17 5.5 A * ; RD 20-00 IP" * — 1h, ae " RH > 
by * 


A 
3 * 
* 
1 
= 
1 
F'Y 
3h 4 
A 
38 19 
\. © 
FY 
© % > 
* : 
2 
. 
P 
E 
2 
* 
EN. 7 
LS 
ll 
LES 1 
* 
-- "=o 
_— - 
2H f 
43 
2 
#Þ J 
4% 
14 
*SJ 1 | 
. 8 
3 
b 4 
5 
» 
t Ii | 
* 
9 5 . 
} x 
; 
4 
2 
JF 
1 
I. 
2. 8 
as 
_ - 
if ; : 
FA . 
A 
* . 
3 ; 
= 
i, 
_ 
, 
: 
4 
7 
: 4 
: 
k 
5 4. 
i 
8 
3 
1 
p 4 
44 _ 
2 4 
-» 2353 
N 
1 
7 4 7 
REY 
* 9 
W 3A : 
s 
! I 
1 6 * 
$i. 
| "5 
3 0 
; 
bes,” : 
8 
<< ” 
* 4 
25-2. 
-} . 
_ 
* ö 1 
1 
by * 
r 
. : 
: 
* 3 
EA: 
.=- 
"= 
14 1 
. 
N _ "ld 
1&8 
— 
» 22S : 
» 
” . 
* 
: be 
5 Wo 
90 5 
»1 . 
«> 4 
* '® 
3 * 
1 + 
, 15 
Me. 
4 
e 5 
4 
x 14 
- of 
? fl 
a! = 
+ * . 
iS; 
4 
1 38 
—— 
14 q 
3 
* 
5 7 
c 14 
1 
£8 15 
* "23 
wa 25 
FF. 
U 44 
\ 4 
. 
by +. 
2 
5 
_ 
by '% 
'1 
2 "4 
* 
4 14 
N 
8 
xi 
« * 
PLS q 
4 A 
me” 
£ is 
= 
' 1 #4 
+ - WI 
* 
2 =] 
.- *FY 
4 
e 
U is 
1 . 
8 
& 
i, 
tf 
ry 1 
2 » 
4 N 
43 
N p 
{4T3 
= 
4 


1% 
4 
* 

; 

; 


countable conſtruction to all that he had ſaid. 
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become him to anſwer; all he thought he ought to ſay at 
prefent was, that he believed he ſhould never ſhrink from the 
declaration off his ſentiments, nor be deterred by the empty 
menace of any man or men, from the difcharge of any thing 


| which appeared to him to be his duty, the firſt part of which, 
as far as he could fee, would be to oppoſe the politics of that 


Hon. Gentleman. > 15 
The Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that in diſcuſſing the ſubject 


_ in agitation, he would deal with him with the utmoſt frank- 
neſs. He wiſhed, for the Hon. Gentleman's own ſake, as 


well as that of the Houſe, the ſubject, and himſelf, that he had 


coupled another thing along with it, and condeſcended to uſe 
bim with fairneſs as well as with frankneſs. He had however 


done quite the reverſe, and given the moſt unfair and unac- 


Had there been any thing in his mode of expreſſing himſelf 


at all ambiguous, candour would have taken it rather upon the 


favourable fide than the unfavourable one; but the Hon. Gentle- 
man had made uſe of a ſuppoſed ambiguity, to pervert his 
meaning, and ſubſtituted his own ſuppoſitions in the place of 
facts. Mr. Windham declared, and called for the Houſe to 
bear witneſs for him, that he had not, in uſing the word ac- 
quirted felon, at all alluded to the perſons lately acquitted: On 
this point, it was to be lamented by the Hon. Gentleman's 


admirers and advocates, that all his tragic declamations, 


all his deep-toned, fine-ſpun periods, fell at once to 


cureleſs ruin, the foundation itfelf being thus withdrawn 


from under them. If the expreſſion an acquitted felon, was to 


be taken in a ſtrict legal fenſe, and to be criticiſed upon in that 


way, it was a ſoleciſm ;—becauſe it was a character, in that 
ſenſe, that could not exiſt, for in that view, no man could be 
{aid to be otherwiſe than innocent until he was convicted; but 
in point of common ſenſe, the thing was plain enough, and it 


vas an eaſy thing to ſupport it. When the Hon. Gentleman 


had endeavoured, with ſo little judgment, and fo little effect, 
to demonſtrate that the acquittal of thoſe men (whether they 


_ were called felons or culprits, for he was almoſt afraid to call 
them by any name, leſt he ſhould be miſinterpreted) had en- 


tirely proved the non-exiſtence of a conſpiracy to overthrow 


the government, as well as their own individual innocence, he 


had ſaid, thft they were proved innocent to no greater an extent, 
then numberleſs other perſons who were diſcharged from the 
Old Bailey; not from their innocence being eſtabliſhed in a 
+ wag point of view, but from want of legal proof of their 
guilt, | ES 
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This exultation of the Hon: Gentleman and the perſons 
acquitted, they ſhared in common with many culprits, who, 
though abſolutely guilty, are diſcharged from want of proſe- 
cution, from a flaw in the indictment, a miſnomer, a defect 

in evidence upon a technical diſtinction, or from any other of 
thoſe various legal defects under cover of which the guilty 
ſometimes eſcape from juſtice, and ſtrut about afterwards, 
talk of remedy by actions at law, and plume themſelves upon 
their accidental eſcape, as if their integrity and uprightneſs 


had been poſitively proved and eſtabliſhed in the opinion of 


their country. E 19606 08 ions 17 5 ; 
Here, he ſaid, he would reſt the point for the preſent, and 
he hoped the Hon. Gentleman would not oblige him to revive 
it again—nor do in it as he had often done before—make a 
watch- word of it—and by the moſt unfair and infidious means 
_ propagate and paſs it current throughout the world, as if it 


had never been contradicted; which, ip his mind, was of all 


others the moſt unjuſt and unmanly way of ſapping fair fame 
and reputation. The Hon. Gentleman had talked a great deal 
of ſpies and informers. It was a melancholy conſideration, 


that ſuch men were often neceſſary and he feared they would 


be more wanting than ever in the ſituation in which the poli- 
tics of the Hon. Gentleman and his friends-were likely to 
_ plunge the country. The Hon. Gentleman, who in all things 
was more than commonly ſhrewd and acute, had the moſt ex- 


traordinary faculty of raifing groundleſs charges, and the 


_ moſt extraordinary induſtry and art in giving them circula- 
tion: One, he ſaid, he would particularly mention, —one ori- 
ginating in falſehood, and afterwards circulated with a wicked 
induſtry, which ſpoke too plainly to be miſunderſtood, what 
their drift was who managed it. The expreſſion to which he 
alluded was the well-known hackneyed one, of * Per:i/h coni- 
merce, live the conſtitution.” FRAN EIS 8 


Mr. Windham ſaid, he deemed it neceſſary to refer to the 


many revivals of it, which the malignity and wicked deſigns 


handle of in various quarteryg, all of which he had ſuffered to 
paſs in contemptuous ſilence he again found it revived in a 
Letter publiſhed a few days ago by a perſon of too high rank 
to be overlooked (Lord Lauderdale). Two years ago, Mr. 


of ſome men had queer, After having been made a 


Windham obſerve4, this falſehood had been firſt circulated—and - 


what would tend to develope the intentions of the calum- 

niators, it was moſt carefully diſſeminated where it was ſup- 
poſed to be moſt likely to do him injury; it was in ſhort re- 

printed, and ftuck up in the workſhops of Norwich, to alie- 
9 the affections of the people 3 him, and perſuade them 
„Vor, I. | e | | 
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10 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Common:, | 
that he was their worſt enemy. Again it was brought up in 
the Houſe againſt him by thoſe who well knew in their hearts 
that the expreſſion was not his. But he was filent—and that 
ſilence was taken for an admiſſion of the fact. The conſe- 
quence. was, that the ſubjeCt was revived in the volume in his 
hand—ſtamped with the authority of a Noble Peer.—< Did not 
the Noble Writer know ans Mr. Windham), that the 
charge, though falſe, was left uncontradicted in this Houſe ?— 
Did he not know, that it was publicly and unjuſtly attributed 
to me? And did he not intend, by the way in which he puts 
it here, that it ſhould be applied to me, and conſidered as my 
 words—if not, what did he mean?“ FFF 
1 | faitland ſaid, he ſhould not have troubled the 
Houſe, -and m rticularly to interrupt the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman, \di not believe he could. ſave ſome time to 
the Houſe by explaining the caſe ; a Noble Earl, a relation 
of his, had aſked him, if that Right Honourable Gentleman 
had made uſe of the expreſſion which was reported to have 
come from authority? He informed his Noble Relation that he 
had not, and the expreſſion had never been applied to that Ho- 
nourable Gentleman. The Colonel ſaid, he truſted that the 
character of that Noble Earl for candour, fincerity, and ho- 
Nour, was ſuch as not to entitle any man in that Houſe or 
-— nm to ſuſpect him of doing any thing that was il- 
F 1 . . | 
Ar. Windham declared, that he was really very much aſtc- 
niſhed.—It appeared, then, that the Noble Lord had left the 
words entirely unappropriated; and though he knew the words 
were imputed to him, and were not in fact his, had let them 
paſs uncontradicted.— There, he ſaid, he would leave it to 
the Houſe. —To read: the whole of it would waſte too much 
time. However, the words before and after it were worded . 
with ſuch extreme art, by the writer of the Letter, that he 
would read it. F WET Re ITRED £2 
Having read the part alluded to, Mr. Windham ſaid, that 
on the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform, he would affert for 
himſelf, that in no inſtance whatever had he countenanced or 
ſupported Parliamentary Reform. Not only he. did not ſup- 
port it in Parliament, but he ſpoke againſt it before he had a 
ſeat in that Houſe: When it was propoſed to him to be re- 
turned for Weſtminſter, he ' refuſed the offer, becauſe the 
- Weſtminſter Electors were favourable to Parliamentary Re- 
form; and when he did come into the Houſe, he met with 
much oppoſition, merely becauſe he ſet his face againſt a Re- 
form in Parliament. The ambiguity in the Letter in his hand, 
he left the Noble Writer to explain in a future edition, -- 
| 5 O97 | Fe. ov al 
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ſaid ſo much as a corrective to the effects it might pro- ; 


Touching thoſe artful infinuations againſt him; they cut 


deeper, he ſaid, than any perſon in that Houſe, but thoſe con- 


cerned in them, could be aware of. How much could be 
done by ſuch things, _ be known from the tranſactions 


in another country. I 
Paris, Foulon was killed in the moſt ſavage and barbarous 


manner that the inventive turn of human malice had ever de- 


viſed, merely becauſe it was imputed to him, that he had ſaid 


che people ſhould eat graſs; the Houſe would ſee then how 


much, by an artful coupling of falſe words with falſe facts, 


the minds of the Public might be enfrenzied, and an innocent 


man be ſacrificed. 


Can Gentlemen,” ſaid he, « belp bluſhing when they 


think what a watch-word, what a diſtorted, wicked miſrepre- 


ſentation was made of the Szoiniſb Multitude ? Thoſe words 
were artfully and maliciouſly extracted, by men who knew 


well their true import, from a moſt beautiful ſentence of a 


moſt beautiful writer, and circulated in an artful form through 


the country made a cry of havoc and deſtruction, and kept 
in the armoury of aſſaſſination, to be brought forth when oc- | 
caſion beſt offered; and were poſſibly intended to be uſed 


againſt my Right Hon. Friend, the author of ſo many ad- 
mirable productions. | | . : 
_ Having amply diſcuſſed this point, Mr. Windham faid, that 
| he would apply himſelf to the ſubſtance of the Hon. Gentle- 
man's argument: And firſt, as to the queſtion, whether ac- 
quittal by a jury did not eſtabliſh the innocence of an accuſed 
perſon, be would anſwer, that in a variety of views it did; 
but he did not know it to be a part of the law of treaſon, that 
men under the charge of a grand jury were as innocent as be- 
fore that charge. Some preſumption of guilt certainly at- 


tached upon the party ſo accuſed. The judgment of a jury 


eſtabliſhed his legal innocence, but did not ſet the preſump- 
tion of his poſitive moral innocence even at par with his guilt. 
If this one were true, juries muſt determine by the 

ſmalleſt preponderance of guilt—but when mercy, and a va- 
riety of motives ariſing from it, decide in the caſe of a cul- 


prit, whoſe guilt, though to a certain degree proved, wants that 
extent which alone can or ought to ſatisfy the conſcience in 
taking away life, the man is acquitted, though guilt in ſome _ 


reſpect attaches. 


Mr. Windham alſo complained that the Hon. Gentleman | 


had miſtated and groſsly miſrepreſented him, on another ſub- 
ject, vis, with reſpect to the burdens of the war; he had, 


1e Houſe would remember, that at 
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in the ſame hoſtile ſpirit, and with till leſs fairneſs, charged 
him with being indifferent to the diſtrefles of the poor; but 
with all that Hon, Gentleman's well-acted pathos and tender- 
neſs, Mr. Windham ſaid, he was not more ſenſible to their 
miſeries than he was himſelf. He would repeat what he had 
 faid on a former day, which had, as uſual, been miſrepre- 
ſented by the Hon. Gentleman, vis. that great numbers of 
thoſe who complained loudeſt, were not touched by the new 
burdens; and he held it to be an evil ſymptom, that .thoſe 
who had not felt the burdens, were the firſt to cry out againſt 
them. He reprobated, in the warmeſt manner, the directing 
the obſervations of the people at ſuch a time, to that object, 
and faid, it was done with no good view; and he preſumed, 
that it could not be deemed very ariſtocratic to ſay, that the 
laborious poor, without letters or knowledge, were not very | 
good judges of political ſubjeQts—and however deepiy inter- 
eſted, were very unfit to decide upon them, particularly when 
involving queſtions of peace and war. What war, however 
neceſſary, would ever be engaged in, if examined, diſcuſſed, 


and decided on by the unſkilſul and ignorant? It was on ſuch _ 


occaſions, that deſigning people made uſe of the paſſions of 
metr to draw forth their clamour and violence againſt public 
_ meaſures. What would have become of all the wars Great 
Britain was ever engaged in, if there had been, as now, per- 
ſons permitted to agitate and inflame the public mind, and 
language uſed ſuch as the Hon. Gentleman had applied to the 
preſent ? The Hon. Gentleman, ee, argument, was ob- 
liged, he ſaid, to draw from his copious ſtores of vague empty 
declamation, an unuſual portion of invective, and called out, 
in exultation— “ Where is the conſpiracy?“ meaning thereby 
ſome aſcertainable ſpecific concerted plot, in which the dag- 
ger was diſpoſed in the hand that was to execute: But was 
there no other kind of danger than that ſpecified by the ſtrict 

letter of the Act of Edward III.? The language of the fa- 
yourers of this ſyſtem proved but roo plainly that there was. 
That ſyſtem was avowed to involve in it a ſuſpenſion of all 
former laws; and' would the Hon. Gentleman Hay, that there 
was no danger, becauſe a ſpecific act was not 5 and 
legally proved? “ We all know,“ ſaid he, © that the 7 70 
lies in the poiſoning the public mind; in ſeducing men to dil- 
content, and enabling the wicked to avail themſelves of the 
turbulent paſſions of ſociety, and of that diſtreſs which never 
can be ſeparated from any ſtate of ſociety, even from grada- 
tion and order, and which no- meaſure of human 3 at 
can exclude; and in endeavours to perſuade the people, that all 
government is an uſurpation of their rights. 


He 
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He would not, Mr. Windham 1414, preſume to arraign the 


cortuct of the juries, but he Knew that the difference iu the 
application of the law lay in their way; becauſe che laws of 


treaſon originated where there were no views to any danger of 


the preſent fort, and not claiming to frame new laws, the old 
were enlarged according to the neceſſities of the caſe, and eK. 


tended by conſtruction after conſtruction, ſo that unlettered” 


men, not being able to trace the intermediate ſteps, ſtarted 
from them with apprehenſion; and in this cafe, appearing fo 
remote from the letter, would not find a verdict againſt the 
_ perſons concerned: But was that a reaſon that ole perſons 
might not be guilty in a ſubordinate degree, though there was 
not a preponderance of guilt ſufficient to ſatisfy their con- 
ſciences fo as to induce them to give a verdict of Guilty upon 
a charge ſo highly penal? „ | i 
The Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that the Report of the Houſe 
of Commons was laid before the jury: It was ſo—and then 
put into proof; further in proof it was ſcarcely poſſible to 
go—for. who could dream of bringing witneſſes to prove the 
{tate of a country? As far as evidence could be offered to the 


Houſe in ſuch a caſe, it was before them; their own Reports, 


corroborated by proof before the juries, and ſupported by the 
confeſſion of the Hon. Gentleman himſelf; that upon which 
the Houſe had before decided was now before them on oath; 
and he wiſhed no other anſwer to the Hon. Gentleman's ob- 
jections and arguments than the papers in that Report. 

The Hon. Gentleman laid much ſtreſs on ſome of the dect- 
ſions of the juries, as proofs of the non-exiſtence of the con- 
ſpiracy—but by a moſt convenient want of memory, he had 
forgot to mention thoſe deciſions which cut the ground from 


under the other—thoſe on Watt and Downie. In the extra- 


vagance of his reſpect for juries, he had mentioned the ac- 
quittals, but he choſe to bury in filence the convictions, and 
_ artfully kept them out of ſight. But let the Hon. Gentleman 
call it what he pleaſed, would he deny that there were bodies 
of men {training wy nerve, taking infinite pains, and exert- 
ing their malice to ſubvert the order of government, on the 
model of the French revolution and by means the moſt 
dangerous, namely, by appealing to the 5 and mi- 


ſeries of e eee very firatum on which thoſe modern 
ho 


engineers, know their trade better than any former pro- 
feſſors of their ſcience, intend to carry on their /ap ? 


- :% 


The Hon. Gentleman had faid, that there was no affinity be- 
tween the ſtate of England and that of France,—and then 
came the paradox, that the old government of that country 
was the ſource of all thoſe horrid enormities which have ſince 
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diſgraced humanity: If ſo, why did not thoſe enormities 
commence with the revolution, when the wildneſs of eman- 
cipation was at its higheſt pitch ?—The reverſe was the fact ; 
it began at a point, and as it receded from the time of the old 
government, tapered into ſize like an inverted cone, till it 
| ſpread to that extent at which the Houſe had ſo often and fo 
_ painfully had occaſion to contemplate it. If it was otherwiſe, 
how came it that five years ſuppoſed melioration had not a 
little mollified the inflexible cruelty of a heart, that was at 
once the reproach and the boaſt of that degenerate people? 
Mr. Windham lamented, that on the great, important points 
of danger, he ſhould ſee ſuch a perverſe determination to diſ- 
believe. The Hon. Gentlemen on the other fide,” con- 
tinued he, © ſay there is no danger; we ſay there is. They 
fay, thoſe accuſed perſons were innocent; we ſay they were 
not. They ſay that the view of thoſe ſocieties was Parlia- 
mentary Reform; we ſay it was the mere pretext, the true 
object was the deſtruction of the conſtitution. They ſay the 
_ contagion of French principles has not ſpread; we ſay it has, 
and will ſpread further if not ſtopped.” cp ng, Tr 
As to the other obſervations of the Hon. Gentleman, Mr. 
Windham ſaid, he would only ſay of them that they compoſed 
all together a wretched, vague, coarſe rhapſody, founded on 
vulgar topics of extravagant declamation, fit only for the loweſt 
orders of ſociety, and calculated for the meridian of ſuch 
hearts and intellects as it was intended for—ſuch as thoſe of 
the applauded Mr. Broomhead, and the other worthy citizens, 
who are crammed into thoſe honeft Jacobin ſocieties ſcattered 
through the manufacturing towns of Great Britain. 5 
Purſuing his argument with great ardour, Mr. Windham at 
length adverted to the ſarcaſms which Mr. Sheridan had 
thrown out reſpecting the Duke of Portland, Mr. Windham, 
and others, long in oppoſition, and ſaid, Does the Hon. 
Gentleman mean to ſay that it is diſhonourable to accept of 
office? ¶ No, was exclaimed from the Oppoſition fide of the 
Houſe.)—No Then if he gives up that, he gives up all that 
he has advanced on that ſubject. 'The calumnies caſt on ſuch 
things are only to be reſiſted by the ſhield of character to 
that my Noble Friends and I reſort. I am truly ſorry the 
Hon. Gentleman is not aſhamed of ſuch low, mean traſſic. I 
defy him to ſhew a ſingle circumitance that can tend to caſt 
the ſhadow of doubt on our conduct. The malice of the de- 
ſign is ſo corrected by the impotency of the effort, that I will 
not ſacrifice a word in anſwering it. . — 5 
_ © The Hon. Gentleman has aſked why we did not continue 
as at firſt, to giye honourable ſupport to miniſters without 
| | | JJ es” 
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joining them? Would not ſupport without reſponſibility an- 
nexed to it, be mean, be diſhoneſt? There are Gentlemen 
who think that ſtateſmen owe it to their country to ſerve for 
nothing. If I am aſked by them, why I do not? I will an- 
ſwer, that it is becauſe I will not lay ſuch mean, miſerable traps 
for popularity. This being a buſinefs of mere motive, I leave 
it to facts alone to decide for me, and ſhalt pay no regard to 
the Hon. Gentleman's declamation—it is not worth it—it is 
too flimſy—it will not, I think, ſerve him even in his clubs.“ 
Mr. Hardinge ſaid, that the calumny whieh had been 
thrown out on the words, * Periſh Commerce, &c.“ properly 
| belonged to him. He conceived it an honour to be joined 
with the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Windham) even in a 
calumny. He avowed that he had faid, and he. would now 
repeat, if we are reduced to the alternative of loſing either our 
commerce or our conſtitution—* Periſh Commerce.” This 
was what he had ſaid, and from this it was that the Spiders of 
Detraction ſpun that web in which they hoped to inſnare the 
Right Hon. Gentleman. He added, that he ſhould think him- 
ſelf degraded if he ſuffered ir to remain a moment unex- 
pine nns Ke | | 
Colonel Maitland roſe again to juſtiſy the conduct of the 
Farl of Lauderdale as to the publication of his Letters to the 
Peers of Scotland, and declared that he was ready to give a flat 
contradiction to any infinuation that his Noble Relation in- 
tended to act unfairly. He ſaid that the words, © from au- 
thority, applied to the Learned Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, he 
being then Solicitor General to the Queen; and the Right 
Ilon. Gentleman who complained ſo much of miſrepreſenta- 
tion, was not then in Adminiſtration. | 2 7 
Type Marquis of Tichfield ſaid, that a Noble Relation of 
his (the Duke of Portland) had never agreed to any plan of 
Parliamentary Reform. | TE | "= 
Mr. Fox confirmed this, but obſerved that the Noble Duke 
had at the various meetings which he attended, encouraged 
the idea of holding popular ſocieties for the purpoſe of ex- a 
amining the conduct of Parliament. . 
Mr. Erſkine ſaid, that, in order to diſcuſs with preciſion 
the expediency of repealing the Act which the motion ſought 
to repeal, it was neceſſary to conſider upon what principles 
and under what circumſtances it had paſſed in the former ſeſ- 
ſion; becauſe the queſtion would ultimately be, Whether a 
neceſſity for paſſing it ever exiſted? and, if it did, whether it 
ſtill continued to exiſt? e . 
The Act which the motion ſought to repeal was, an Act in- 
troduced hen the ſpur of a wel aſſured to be imminent, to 
e e 3 oe 0 
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ſuſpend the operation of a law which no miniſter that ever ſhall 
exiſt in England would dare to abrogate; a law, without which 
England has no conſtitution 3 a law which the people obtained 
by the virtue and firmneſs of their anceſtors, after apreat criſis 
in the Government, and which they could not and would not 
fubmit to part with. To do juſtice to the miniſter (for he 
would miſrepreſent no man), this truth was fully admitted by 
him, when the Suſpenſion Bill was prepared. The ſuſpenſion 
of any law was admitted 'to be the higheſt act of authority, 
which the legiflature of this country never delegates to the 


higheſt magiſtrates, even the moſt inſignificant lar: under 
which the ſubject lives and is protected ; 2 fortiors, a law upon 


which the very being of public liberty depended. 

But it was faid, and truly ſaid, for he admitted the propo- 
fition, though 8 denied the application, that there are con- 
junctures i in all States, in which laws made for univerſal pro- 


tection muſt yield to a paramount neceſſity, and that, as Black- 


ſtone ſays, the nation, in ſuch caſe of imminent neceſſity, parts 
with its liberty for a ſhort ſeaſon to ſecure it for ever. The 

exiſtence of this paramount neceſlity was, therefore, afſumed 
by the miniſter in the laſt feſhon of Parliament; when, after 
having adviſed his Majeſty to arreſt the perſons and to feize 


the papers of many of his ſubjects, he further adviſed to fend 
a meſſage to that Houſe upon the ſubject, which was brought 
by the Secretary of State on the 12th of May laſt. 


This metlage informed the Houſe, that his Majeſty had 5 


diſcovered the exiſtence of a traiterous conſpiracy to hold a 
: Convention, which was to ſubvert the government, and al- 
fume to itſelf all the functions of Parliament. 


He ſaid, that he read the terms of the meſſage, to ſhew that 
the Houſe did not ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Act upon a vague 


undefined ſuſpicion. of a conjectural conſpiracy, but upon 


what appeared to it to amount to ſufficient evidence of a diſ- 


tinct ſpecific treaſonable conſpiracy againſt the Government: 


Not, as Mr. Windham had ſtated it, a general ſuſpicion of 


undefined danger from ſeditious libellers or diſturbers of the 
peace; but a poſitive, accurately delineated and defined con- 
ſpiracy, to hold the Convention, which was to ſuſpend the 


functions of Parliament. His Majeſty's meſſage, and the pa- 
pers it referred to, were, in conſequence of it, referred to a 


Secret Committee; that Secret Committee, by its Report, 


publiſhed the evidence, and declared the exiſtence of the ſame 
defined ſpecific conſpiracy : The Chancellor of the Exchequer 


then moved for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus, on the 


fame ſpecihe ground and the preamble of — \ Ct itſelf re- 
. exiſtence. 8 5 
1he 


5 
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The Habeas Corpus Act then ſtood ſuſpended to the 1ſt of 
February, not as to a day that had any thing particular in it 


not as an epoch in the country; but as to a period within 
which the Houſe expected that what had happened would take 
place; vi. that the matter containediin the Reports on 'ex parte 


evidence would be confirmed or negatived, and explained in the 
judicial proceedings ſet in motion by the Houſe in conſequence 
of its anſwer to the Crown. The Attorney General's. duty, 
therefore, -under all theſe circumſtances, was to ſet the crimi- 


nal law in motion, —to point it to the charges made by the 


Houſe---jadiciouſly to prepare the charge, judiciouſly to ſelect 


the moſt proper criminals upon the evidence, and ſo to arrange 
the evidence, that the grand jury, and afterwards the petty jury, 
| ſhould have the full view of all that the two Houſes had pre- 
pared, The indictment was therefore prepared, and ably pre- 
| pared, to meet the whole caſe, and accurately purſued the views 
of Parliament; and it charged, therefore, as the crime, the 


_ conſpiracy to hold this ſpecific Convention for the traiterous 


purpoſes aſſumed by the Reports. | TE: 

The queſtions of fact, therefore, ſubmitted. to the jury, 
were, Whether the defendants compaſſed and imagined the 

King's death ? and, Whether, in purſuance of that traiterous 

purpoſe, they conſpired to hold a Convention, which Con- 


vention ſhould aſſume the functions of Parliament? and, 


Whether they conſpired to provide arms for that traiterous 
_ purpoſe ? and, Whether they publiſhed the various papers 
publiſhed in the Reports, with the traiterous purpoſe, i. e. 
either to hold a Convention for the traiterous purpoſes 
charged; or, to levy- war and rebellion, generally againſt 


the King? The Grand Jury, which ſat, like the Houſe of 


Commons, on ex parte evidence only, found the bill. Indeed 
they were differently circumſtanced from every other Grand 
Jury: For they had before found the bill by their repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament. And, independently of that legal fiction, 
they were bending beneath the authority. of the King, 'and 
the two Houſes of Parliament; whoſe pre- judgment had 
loaded the preſs for months together. And upon this charge, 
with greater difficulties to ſtruggle with than he ever recol- 
lected in his private practice, the parties were put upon their 
trials. They ſevered in their defences, and the Crown had 


its election, whom it would try firſt; and Hardy was fixed 


upon, on every principle which could guide profeſſional men 
in the exerciſe of a great public duty: For he might be ſaid 
to be privy to what he called the whole body of the evidence. 
The cafe of Hardy was opened by the Attorney General, who 
had been an active Member of the Houſe during the con- 

Vorl e 5 A a | juncture 
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ment of theſe two propoſitions of ſact? 
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| juncture which led to the trials, and a Member of the Secret 
Committee; who, beſides, attended the King's miniſter 


aſſembled in Council; who was preſent at all examinations; 
and who, added to theſe advantages, had, he believed, in- 


ſpected and ſtudied every paper the moſt remotely connected 
with the cauſe; and who was more maſter of all their bear- 


ings, than he could have ſuppoſed the human mind capable 
of containing, above all learned and intelligent men, upon 


ſuch traſh as this Houſe had ſet it to work on. my 
Mr. Erſkine then ſaid, that he was prepared to ſhew, by 


the ſequel of the proceedings, that the juries by their verdicts 


had, not merely by probable inference, but almoſt directly 


and technically, negatived the exiſtence of the conſpiracy, upon 


which the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus avowedly was 


founded. In order to eſtabliſh this, he ſaid, that the Attorney 
General had divided the cauſe into three branches: 5 
Firſt, Whether the treaſonable conſpiracy charged by the Reports, 


and which was made the foundation of the indiftment, exiſted at 


all IN ANY BoDY? - | 


Secondly, Whether the riſoner, Hardy, had a ſhare in it? 
Thirdly, What was the legal conſequence of the eftabliſh- 


On offering the firſt branch of the evidence, he (Mr. 
Erſkine) had objected to reading the writings, and proving 
the acts of a great number of perſons ſcattered throughout 
the kingdom; moſt of whom, indeed moſt of whoſe exiſtences, 
were unknown to Mr. Hardy. He had inſiſted, that the con- 

nexion between the actors and writers with the priſoner 
ſhould firſt have been eſtabliſned, before the minds of the 
jury ſhould have been affected by their actions or their 


writings. He did not, he ſaid, mean to argue that point, 


or to conſider its legality: It was enough for him, which was 
every thing to the preſent purpoſe, that it was over-ruled by 
the Court, becauſe it let in the whole evidence which the 


Houſe had collected - every thing in both Reports, and a hun- 
dred times more: All that any man in any ſociety in England 


or Scotland, profeſſing the objects of reform, had done, or 


written, or ſaid; even the whole, or the moſt material part 


of the evidence againſt Watt, at Edinburgh—Watt, the ſpy 


of Government, who was hanged to ſet the thing a-going. 


If the priſoner's counſel had prevailed in their objection, it 
might have been ſaid, with ſome air of truth, that the jury | 
had not before them all the materials fer judgment, which 
had been before the Houſe : Or, if any technical legal ob- 
jection had been ſuccefsfully made, to the relevancy or ac - 
- miſhibility of any part of the Report, the ſame thing might 


have 


— 
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| have been ſaid: Or if it had been laid before the jury allo 


intuitu ; if it had been offered as proof of a criminal diſpo- 


ſition in the priſoner Hardy, and not of a general conſpiracy, 
the ſame plauſible argument might have been employed ; but 
he undertook to ſhew, firſt, that the whole Report, or as much 
of it as the Attorney General thought ſuitable to the purpoſe, 
was received in evidence at the trial, that no objection pre- 
vailed agaihſt it, and that it was given in evidence directly 
and technically to eſtabliſh the very propoſition predicated by 
the Houſe in its Report; ſo much ſo, that the Chief Juſtice, 
following the arrangement of the Attorney General, expreſsly 
and repeatedly ſtated to the counſel and the jury, that the ge- 
neral evidence was not evidence which could affect the pri- 
ſoner, unleſs afterwards brought home to him; but that it 
was received to eſtabliſh the exiſtence of a conſpiracy, with- 
out which he could not have conſpired, viz. A conſpiracy 10 
Hold a convention for the ſubverſion of the conſtitution, which the 
indictment charged—the identical ſpecific . conſpiracy aſſerted 


in the preamble of the ſuſpending ſtatute, founded upon the 


Reports of the two Houſes of Parliament. 8 

It was plain from this view of the trials, which no man 
could deny, that the major propoſition of fact, without which 
neither any ſecondary matter of fact, as affecting the indi- 
vidual, or any matter of law for the Court to conſider of, 
could ariſe, was the belief of the jury, that a general con- 


ſpiracy ſuch as the indictment charged exiſted ſomewhere. 


The Lord Chief Juſtice had expreſsly put the cauſe in that 
way in ruling the admiſſibility of the general evidence on 
_ Hardy's: trial. —He ſaid, that there were two queſtions of 
fact, and a legal concluſion, if the facts rendered any legal 
concluſion neceſſary: Firſt, whether the conſpiracy, as charged, 
exiſted at all; and ſecondly,” whether Hardy was party to it; 


and thirdly, what was the legal conſequence if the two pro- 


poſitions of fact were eſtabliſhed. If, ſaid the Court, addreſſ- 


ing the priſoner's counſel, the jury are not convinced of the firſt, 


cadet quęſtio, your client is not reſponſible, there is no matter 
of fact for application to the priſoner, and no law for me to 
deliver. This ſtatement was undoubtedly. correct, fince the 
only way that the debated queſtion of treaſon could ariſe was, 
whether the exiſtence of the conſpiracy, charged by the in- 
dictment, if ſound by the jury, did amount, either by inference 


of law, or irreſiſtible concluſion from bel 10.2 .. 


of the King's death? _ XP 

Mr. Erſkine faid, he built this argument. upon the founda- 
tion of juſtice to the Attorney General, which he willingly 
rendered ; for he never contended that a thouſand libels on 
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Parliament put together, could amount to the crime charged; 


nor the moſt ſeditious intention of approaching Parliament 


by ſedicious, riotous, tumultuous aſſemblies z but only that if 
the priſoners contemplated utterly to ſubvert the whole con- 
ſtitutional authorities, including the King's prerogative, there- 
by deſtroying the regal office, which no King was likely to ſur- 


vive, that this was a compaſſing the King's death, without 


any evidence of a direct conſpiracy againſt his perſan. Whe- 
ther this be law or nor, is Iuckily wholly and abſolutely irrele- 
vant to the view he meant to take of this queſtion ;\and there- 

fore he proteſted againſt giving the Houſe any juriſdiction upon 
it in this poſture of debate, for very obvious reaſons. He had al- 
ready delivered his opinion on the ſubject; and though he by 

no means agreed that an advocate was bound in his own per- 
ſon for any ſtatement of the law as Counſel at the Bar (a curi- 
ons and a dangerous propoſition for the country), yet he did 
voluntarily and folemnly now declare that his opinion did go 


along with all that he delivered upon the trial on the ſubject, 


and that he believed it was an opinion which no argument nor 
any length of time would change. This, he ſaid, was a mere 
digreſſion; 28 it would be folly to ſuppoſe that the Houſe ſhould 
ſupport his opinion in oppoſition to that on which it had ſtaked 
its character with the country; and he was therefore ready, 


for argument's ſake, to ſuppoſe the law to be as the Houſe 


had declared it; and that upon the matter before the Houſe, 


when viewed ex parte only, that there was a reaſonable ground 


for believing in the ſuppoſed conſpiracy ; becauſe ſtill the 
queſtion before the Houſe returned back in its genuine ſhape, 
viz. Whether, after the judicial inquiry, which the Houſe al- 
ways intended ſhould decide the queſtion, and which could alone 
decide it, the conſpiracy which the Houſe had believed, and, 
for argument's ſake, had reaſonably believed, on viewing one 
fide of the evidence, could now be conſtitutionally believed 
and acted upon, after deciſions founded upon the view of both. 


a To decide this queſtiow with incontrovertible force, he ſaid, 


that it was clear to demonſtration that the jury could not have 
acquitted Hardy upon any other principle upon earth con- 
ſiſtently with common honeſty and common ſenſe, than upon 
the utter diſbelief of the exiſtence of the major propoſition of 
fact, i. e. of a conſpiracy, ſuch as the indictment charged, 

Whoever would read the Attorney General's opening, which 
was publiſhed by Mr. Gurney, would ſee this illuſtrated with 


great force. The Houſe could not complain that its cauſe was 
Wo wholly and entirely laid before the jury; for the Attorney 
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General, purſuing the views of the Houſe, maintained, and 


with great ability, firſt, that a conſpiracy, ſuch as was charged, 

to ſubvert the government, actually exiſted, and that the whole 
bady of the evidence manifeſted that ſpecific conſpiracy z— 
| ſecondly, that Hardy was a party to it; and laſtly, the con- 
cluſion of law, which, as he had obſerved already,' could not 


ariſe, till both the facts ſtood eſtabliſhed as a foundation for 


It 


with a variety of other matter, the benevolent invention of 


ſpies, felons, and miſcreants, next proceeded to maintain that 


to which, he confeſſed, he ſaw then, and ſaw now, no poſſible 
anſwer, viz. that, if the conſpiracy exiſted, Hardy was ne- 
ceſſarily involved in it; and he never ſhould forget, if he 
were to live for ages, the emotion of his mind upon this part 
of the argument, which he always conſidered to be invulnera- 
ble. He had ſaid at the moment, to his worthy and learned 
_ aſſociate Mr. Gibbs, that if, ſtooping under the preſſure of 
_ prejudice, or diſtracted by the extent of the materials, the 

jury ſhould be led to ſuppoſe that a general conſpiracy. exiſted, 
for which undoubtedly there was not the ſmalleſt foundation, 


the guilt of. Hardy was a mere inevitable corollary, and 


certainly it was; for, take out the correſpondence of Hardy 
from the evidence, and the whole fabric vaniſhed like an en- 
chantment. He was ſecretary of the moſt active and bold 


| ſociety 3 he was, in fact, its founder; he compoſed its origi- 


nal inſtitution; he was the firſt mover to the Convention in 
Scotland ; he was the firſt mover, alſo, to the holding of that 
fecond Convention, the conſpiracy to hold which was the 
charge in the indictment. 
Whatever was known, he knew: Whatever was in contempla- 
tion, he contemplated. If there was a conſpiracy, he uns 
queſtionably conſpired. _ | | | 


Mr. Erſkine ſaid, it fell to his lot to open the caſe of this 


then unfortunate man, and, if he had known what he ſnould 


have then felt, he would have ſhrunk back from it; not from 
the difficulty of the caſe, for he thought that nothing; but 
for the load of prejudice that hung about it. His learned co- 
adjutor and himſelf having the ſame opinions, and being re- 
ſolved to purſue the ſame courſe, they had indeed but one, 


and that was, to grapple with the exifence of the conſpiracy z for 


although he did not raſhly and madly admit, that the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the conſpiracies neceſſarily involved Hardy, yet he 


never ſet about the denial of it, becauſe there were ſome pro- 
Poſitions which no prudent advocate would urge: If he urged 


iy 


The Attorney General having maintained the major propo- 
ſition by laying before the jury the whole maſs of the Reports 


Whatever was done, he did: 
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182 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commonz, 
it, he muſt have loſt all credit with the honeſt and judicious 
men who were to decide upon his client's life and death. 
This was ſo much the caſe, that the Chief Juſtice, in ſum- 
ming up, divided the cauſe into two branches, as it had been 
| before divided upon the arguments for admitting the evidence; 
and told the jury, that the principal queſtion, and which was 
a mere unmixed matter of fact, was the confpiracy as charged, 
and Hardy's ſhare in it; and after having ſummed up. the ge- 
neral evidence, he ſaid, he was ſorry to ſay, that, if that evi- 
dence ſatisfied them that a Convention was intended to be held 
for the purpoſes charged, the priſoner ſtood in an awful pre- 
dicament; for he not only ſtood implicated in the larger part 


of it, but that it had been but ng fo bi by his Connfel that he 


was not, The Judge ſaid true: We forbore to wid ll, becauſe 
we knew that it was not tenable ground, As little reliance 


Had we upon the law as we ſtated it; for, though we were 


firmly convinced that the defence was invulnerable in point of 
Jaw, not only by the ſtatute but even by all the authorities, 
yet we did not expect that the jury would prefer our ſtatement 
as Advocates to the judgment of the Court, whether well or 
al founded; but we looked to the great ſheet-anchor of the 


- cauſe, viz. the groſs falſehood and abſurdity of the ſuppoſed 


conſpiracy, on which we relied, and on which we prevailed. 
The jury, after retiring a very ſhort time, pronounced Mr. 
Hardy not guilty, to the very general ſatisfaction of the Pub- 


lic, as it was at leaſt generally underſtood, and the Court ad- 


journed for ſome days. _ 11 0-5 IG 
On the trial of Mr. Horne Tooke, the Chief Juſtice, ſo far 
from bringing into doubt or queſtion the propriety of the 
former verdict, reminded us that, in point of technical form, 
the verdict ſhould be proved; and nothing was hinted from 
Mr. Horne Tooke being of the Conſtitutional Society, moſt 
of the addrefſes to Paine, relative to France, were brought 
home to him; yet they were found to be perfectly conſiſtent 
with an attachment to the forms of our government: And 
why were they not? How can it be inconſiſtent with the ſub- 
ject of a free government, to congratulate another nation for 
aflerting its freedom, though in a diſſimilar form? When 
thall we get rid of bugbears, which are conjured up for our 


Bar or Bench, that there was the ſmalleſt cauſe of difſatisfac- 


The acquittal of Mr. Tooke, he next ſaid, was a moſt im- 


portant place to reſt in the matter before the Houſe ; it was a 


eat æra in the proceedings, in his own opinion, quite deci- 
five of what the Houſe ought to do that day. PE 5 | 
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In order to ſtate what was done with preciſion, they muſt 
look firſt, to ſee who the perſons indifted were, and what was 
the direct evidence againſt them. 5 | | 
The Attorney General had properly fixed on, as defendants, 

thoſe who had taken active ſteps as members, conferring and 
co-operating towards the holding the Convention; for the 
only perſons comprehended in the conſpiracy were the Mem- 
bers above mentioned, and Mr. Hardy, the Secretary to the 
_ Correſponding Society. £ | 


On Mr. Tooke's acquittal, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. 


Kydd, and Mr. Bonney, the only indicted members of the 
Conſtitutional Society, were diſcharged by conſent; and at 
that period that their evidence might be 3 for the next 
priſoner. On what principle were theſe four gentlemen diſ- 
charged? Upon two principles only: By two, he meant two 


uniting together. Firſt, That Mr. Horne Tooke was honeſtly 
and 1 acquitted; elſe his acquittal generated no conclu- 
ſion in favour of others, who ſtood in a fimilar predicament. 


Secondly, That HE being innocent, THEY could not be 
guilty. And the reaſon was obvious; for they were engaged 
in the ſame object, be it good or evil. The only remaining 
priſoners under this indictment, were Mr. Thelwall, and the 
other five members of the Correſponding Society, who were 
members of the ſame committee of co-operation. And on 
the trial of Mr. Thelwall, the Chief Juſtice found the ac- 
quittal of Mr. Hardy and Mr. "Cooke, and the others acquitted 


by conſent, directly in his way: He faid, the Chief Juſtice— 
for none of the jury, nor any of the audience, ever enter- 


tained a moment's doubt on any part of the caſe. And to 
be ſure, the conſequence of the acquittals was irreſiſtible : For 
how could one individual be conſpiring with others acquitted ? 


And how could their innocence and his guilt ſtand conſiſtent 2 


How could the two ſocieties be innocent, who appointed 
traiterous committees for traiterous purpoſes, and who receiv- 
ed traiterous reports, if they were traiterous ? And how could 
twelve perſons meet for the expreſs purpoſe of ſubverting the 
Government, and yet fix of them ſhould not know what five 
of the others contemplated ? And yet this ſhameful farce was 
| kept up at an expence ruinous to individuals, until it was 


fairly beat down by the honeſt enthuſiaſm and indignation of a 


people, which it in a manner rouſed as from a deep ſleep. 
It only remained to ſee how all theſe proceedings affected the 


caſe before the Houſe. They had ſuſpended the Habeas Cor- 
pus Act on the afſumed exiſtence, on ex parte evidence, of a 


ſpecific conſpiracy. detailed with the greateſt accuracy; and 
they had ſuipended it for the purpoſe of judicial trials. They 
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had not convicted one man in England, and they had made 
tze country a ſcene of triumph at their defeat :---Did they 

mean to ſtate to the Houſe to go on with new proſecutions to 

_ eſtabliſh this conſpiracy to hold a Convention? If they ſaid Yes, 
let them ſtate the progreſs: Who were the criminals? What 
were their numbers? And why are they not now.ready for 

trial? But ſuppoſing they meant to go on, and were ſtill un- 
prepared for trial, the Habeas Corpus Act had no operations 
on treaſon which would affect the caſe; If they were not ready 
for trial in any particular caſe, they might poſtpone the trial, 
under the wiſe exception in the Habeas Corpus Act, that the 
priſoner ſhall not be bailed or diſcharged, though not brought 
to trial in the ordinary courſe, provided it appears upon oath 
that the witneſſes for the Crown are abſent. Suppoſing, there- 
fore, that individuals were ſtill ſuſpected of or charged with 
treaſon, or even with this ſpecific treaſon, now that the matter 
has been inveſtigated, why could they not be proceeded upon 
according to law, without a total ſuſpenſion of rhe liberties of 
the whole nation? Why cannot individuals be brought in 
this as in any other caſe to juſtice, without arming the 

Crown with a dangerous authority, which its miniſters in ſome 

of the ſtages of ſubordination would in the nature of things 
abuſe, and which could not be vindicated upon any principle 
of general utifityor ſafety? 7; 2 | 

He could not help thinking that this argument preſſed 
more than is conceded, when, notwithſtanding the acquiet- 
cence of the Crown, the verdicts, without being conſtitutionally 
queſtioned, were ſought to be diſcredited; and becauſe that 
could not be done with eſfect, the very trial by jury itſelf was 
to be brought into diſrepute. The Hon. Gentleman who had 
fpoke laſt (Mr. Windham), inſtead of ſpeaking to the queſtion, 
had deliberately defended himſelf againſt the attacks of Mr. 
Sheridan, and ſeemed to think every body bound to ſubſcribe 
to his acquittal upon his bare word: For he had called no wit- 
neſſes, net even to his character, which was his principal de- 
fence. He did not wiſh to queſtion the Hon, Gentleman's de- 

' fence, even under theſe circumſtances. How much more 
then ſhould he reſpect the caſes of men who had called wit- 
neſſes, and who had been acquitted by their country! He was 
ſorry, he ſaid, to ſee theſe peeviſh obſervations in that place, 

not becauſe they affected the trial by jury, the value of which 
was too deeply rooted in the hearts of every Engliſhman to be 

Impaired by any obſervations, but becauſe it brought the Houſe 
of Commons into diſrepute, which was already but too much 
funk in the eſtimation of the people. This conſideration, 
he ſaid, led to the only remaining topic=the policy of reject- 
| 1 ne | | ing 
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ing the motion. Was this a time, he ſaid, for us to affront and 
teize the people with groundleſs jealouſies? We, their ſer- 


vants and repreſentatives—if we, inſtead of fitting here the 


popular branch of the government to protect them, charge 
them with vague, unfounded conſpiracies, take care that the 
charge is not reverberated on us: Above all, let us attend with 


prudence to the preſent calamitous conjuncture: If in conſe- 


quence your enemies, whom you affect to deſpiſe, with whom 
you will not, whom it ſeems you cannot treat with---if- they 


| ſhould, as perhaps they may be in a ſhort ſeaſon upon our 
coaſts to invade us—if the-preſent ſyſtem continues, who is to 


defend the country ? Who but this inſulted. people whom you 


calumniate? The people only can do it, and they only will do 


it, as they feel an intereſt worth the exertion. Let the Right 
Hon. Gentleman attend to the maxim, happily expreſſed. by 


the poet,” and no leſs happily applied by his great father to the 


caſe of alienated America: _ 
Gag | “ Be.to their virtues very kind, 
Be to their faults a little blind ; | 
Jet all their ways be unconfin'd, 
And clap your padlock on the mind. 


5 Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, that the ſubjeCt then under the con- 
ſideration of the Houſe, was one upon which the public opi- 


nion had been much miſled, and reſpecting which, great miſ- 
conception had prevaited. It was almoſt univerſally believed 
out of doors, that the whole of the Habeas Corpus Act was 
| ſuſpended, and that every man was at the entire mercy of the 
miniſter. This was by no means the fact; there was only 


one clauſe of the Habeas Corpus Act ſuſpended, the reſt was 


in full force, and in every other cafe, except in a charge of 


treaſon, a man had the full benefit of the Act. Any man who 
might happen to be taken up and confined by miniſters, if he 


could make it appear tn a court of juſtice that there was no 


probable. cauſe for the impriſonment, would be as much en- 
titled to recover damages for the injury he had ſuſtained, as if 
no part of the Habeas Corpus Act had ever been ſuſpended. 
He was not much ſurpriſed that iiliterate men ſhould be 
miſtaken upon the ſubject; nor was he ſurpriſed that deſign- 


ing men made it a ground of clamour, as they would upon 
every occaſion which they thought they could ufe for the pur- 


pole of impeding the operations of Government; but he con- 


feſſed he was rather aſtoniſhed ro hear the Hon. Gentleman 


who ſpoke firſt, fali into all the common-place declamation 


upon this ſubject, and endeavour to repreſent a partial and 
temporary ſuſpenſion of one clauſe of the At, as a final re- 
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peal of the whole. The Hon, and Learned Gentleman who 


had juſt ſat down, had not, he was ready to admit, fallen into 


the lame error; his extenſive knowledge of the law, and his 


known candour, would not ſuffer him to make ſuch a miſre- 
' preſentation; but he had advanced ſuch opinions reſpecting 
the trials, which had been fo often alluded to, as called upon 
him for ſome obſervations by way of reply.—The Houſe was, 


by the motion of the Hon. Gentleman, called upon to aſſent 


to a propoſition of a very important nature, and he was ſure, 
before Gentlemen gave their afſent to ſuch a meaſure, they 
would require very ftrong and ſubſtantial grounds to be laid 
before. them in juſtification of ſuch a proceeding. The firſt 


* ee to be conſidered was, what were the exiſting eircum- 


ſtances at the preſent moment, which rendered it expedient 
to withdraw from the hands of the Executive Covernment 
that power which Parliament had thought proper to entruſt it 
with? He would not enter into a conſideration of the motives _ 
which firſt induced Parliament to ſuſpend the operations of 
this Bill; it was ſufficient to obſerve, that the grounds laid be- 
fore the Houſe when miniſters aſked for this increaſe of 
power, were ſatisfactory to 'a large majority of the Houſe, 
and to none more clearly ſo than to himſelf.  — Ns: 
It would, the Serjeant ſaid, be preſumption in him to attempt 
to defend a meaſure which had been ſanctioned by the wiſ- 
dom of Parliament. The Hon. Gentleman who made the 
motion, and the Learned Gentleman who ſupported him, had 
reſted the whole of their caſe upon the acquittal of thoſe per- 
ſons who had been indicted and tried for high treaſon. He 
had a right therefore to infer, that no other ground exiſted, 
or it would have been urged by one or other of thoſe Hon. 
Gentlemen. If then he could ſhew to the Houſe, which he 
was ſure he could, that thoſe acquittals made no alteration in 
the ſtate of the que ſtion, the arguments and the motion of the 
Hon. Gentleman mult fall to the ground. He had expected, 
that when ſuch a motion was brought forward, Gentlemen 
would have come down to the Houſe furniſhed with proofs, or 


atleaſt with arguments, to ſhew that the confpiracy which 


was proved to have exiſted, was now no more 3 that the various 
ſocietics. had fern and acknowledged their error, and had de- 
termiaed to atom e for their former tranſgreſſions, by ſteady at- 
tachment in futureto the true principlesof the conſtitution under 
which they lived. Was any thing like this proved, or even at- 
tempted to be proved? Nothing like it; every thing was reſted 


upon the ſimple fact of the acquittals. He was much aſtoniſh- 


ed, upou tkis as well as upon a former occaſion, at the language 
which, had been held by differeut Gentlemen as to the effect 
| | : ' ; | 5 of 
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ok a verdict of Not Guilty, by a jury. The Learned Serjeant 
ſaid, he ever would reſpect the verdict of a jury; but no man, 
who was at all acquainted with what paſſed daily in the cri- 
minal courts, or was at all converſant in the principles upon 
which the criminal law of England was founded, would for a 
moment contend, when a man was acquitted by a jury, that it 
followed, as a neceſſary and inevitable conſequence, that he 
was actually an innocent man, and that he could again enter 
into ſociety, and enjoy all the advantages of a man upon whom 
no ſuſpicion ever attached. It was true, that to all legal pur- 
_ poſes he was an innocent man; his life was ſafe,” his property 
was fafe, and he could never again be brought upon trial for 
the ſame fact. It was a principle, and a humane one, and 
very properly laid down on the late trials, by the Lord Chief 
Juſtice, that where any doubt exiſted in the minds of the jury, 
they ſhould acquit the priſoner. In caſes where the life of a 
man was at ſtake, the humanity of juries always led them to 
give this principle its full force. The ſituation of a jury in a 
criminal and in a civil caſe were extremely different—in the 
one caſe, they have nothing to induce them to depart from the 
ſtrict rules of juſtice; in the other, they had the influence of 
the principle he had juſt mentioned; they had their own com- 
paſſionate feelings towards a fellow-creature looking up to 
them for life and death. Theſe were ſtrong motives, God for- 
bid he ſhould ſay they were not juſtifiable ones, to incline 
juries to mercy. The declaration of the law, that it is better 
that twenty guilty men eſcape than one innocent man ſuffer, 
was founded equally in juſtice and in mercy ; but it tended 
to ſhew how poſſible it was for men to eſcape puniſhment who 
lad no pretenſions to innocence. It appeared to him rather a 
new doctrine, that the verdicts of juries ought never to be in- 
 veſtigated : That poſition he thought totally incompatible 
with the law and conſtitution of England. When he ſtated 
what he believed could not be denied from the higheſt to the 
| loweſt perſon in any ſicuation of the executive government, 
Parliament had an undoubted power to inveſtigate and arraign 
their conduct. But this, though they could do it when ne- 
ceſſary, he did not ſay was neceſſary now. If the verdict of a 
jury once given was to be conſidered as abſolutely final and ir- 
revocable, what became of the ſuperintending power of Par- 
liament? What ſecurity had the people againſt packed juries 
againſt corrupt judges or againſt oppreflive miniſters? Cer- 
tainly none, if the controul and check of Parliament were 
once taken away from the courts of juſtice. —lt was perfectly 
true, that to impeach the uprightneſs of a judge, or the in- 
tegrity of a jury, upon flight and frivolous grounds, would be 
e | BS | highly 
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highly indecent and improper; but where a ſtrong caſe occur- 
red, it was not only the right, but the duty, of a Member of 
Parliament to call the attention of the Legiſlature to it.— 
le thought he had ſaid enough to controvert the general pro- 
poſition of the innocence being complete after acquittal ; but 
though it was not complete really, it was legally fo, and freed 
them from thoſe conſequences and puniſhments to which guilty | 
perſons were ſubject; acquittal amounted to this and no more; 
for ſtill every man who reads the evidence upon a criminal 
trial, whatever the verdict of the jury may be, mult be a 
judge of the guilt or innocence of the perſon tried. —He 
could not admit another point, which the Hon. Gentleman 
had ſtated and dwelt upon: It was, that the verdict of theſe 
juries had been made up from one of theſe premiſes - either 
that they had miſtaken the cafe and the law, that there was a 
failure of evidence to prove the facts alleged againſt the in- 
dividuals, or that no ſuch conſpiracy as was charged in the in- 
dictment ever exiſted at all, His Learned and Hon. Friend 
had inſiſted much on this head; he did not know what op- 
portunities his Learned Friend might have of knowing upon 
What particular grounds theſe juries gave their verdicts; he 
did not pretend to know; but if aſked, he did not believe it 
Was from any of the grounds ſtated. It had been properly 
. faid, the firſt thing ſtated in the indictment was, the exiſtence 
of a conſpiracy; and the next, the attaching the criminality 
of that conſpiracy to the individual. Now he would aſk thoſe 
Hon. Gentlemen, who inſiſted that the firſt propoſition was 
not made out to the ſatisfaction of the court and jury, whether 
they think that the judges would have gone on: Certainly 
not; for the crown lawyers having failed in making out their 
major propoſition, the conſpiracy, would they not have ſtopped 
here, and not proceeded to try individuals upon a charge in an 
indictment, which charge was found to be entirely groundleſs, 
and not to be ſupported ? But he denied that this was the 
caſe; for, not only the judges conſidered the conſpiracy charg- 
ed in the indictment, as made out; but the jury, on one of 
the trials, where the evidence was nearly the ſame as thoſe 
that went before, were out an hour and fifty-five minutes be- 
fore they gave a verdict that the individual was not guilty of 
being concerned in that conſpiracy. The Hon. Gentleman had 
ſaid, that, if thoſe who were tried were guilty, he would ſup- 
poſe, that thoſe who were not tried were: equally ſo: And why 
were the trials dropped? Perhaps, in his own opinidn, they 
might be all guilty; but that was not the queſtion now before 
them. He inſiſted that Parliament was not to be directed or 
led by the verdicts of juries. He declaimed at length on the 
Rp 2 1 25 1 5 5 nature 
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nature of high treaſon, and what might be ſaid to be overt- 
acts, under the ſtatute of Edward III.; but this he conſidered 
as not falling within the cognizance of the juries, and was for 
the court to determine, upon authority, which alone ought to 
regulate their deciſion, and which had been uniform in ex- 
plaining this law, from the time of Lord Coke down to Lord 
Chief Juſtice Eyre. One part of the Hon. Gentleman's 
ſpeech who ſpoke firſt, ſeemed to him to contain a fort of flur 
upon grand juries; he hoped he miſunderſtood the Hon. Gen- 
tleman, becauſe he conceived the office of a grand jury to be 
nearly as uſeful and eſſential as that of a petit jury. The 
Hon. Gentleman ſaid, that the finding a bill of indictment by 
a grand jury afforded no preſumption of guilt againſt the per- 
ſon charged with a crime, or at leaſt a very flight preſumption. 
In the preſent inſtance, the finding of the bill by the grand 
jury, though it was upon ex parte evidence, at leaſt proved 
that they thought there was ſufficient evidence of the general 
conſpiracy, for they muſt have been ſatisfied of that fact be- 
fore they could find the bills. And they muſt alſo have been 
ſatisſied there was probable preſumption againſt the parties ac- 
cuſed, or they would not have been juſtified in ſending them 
to trial. But he begged the Houſe ſeriouſly to conſider what 
the reſult of the Hon. Gentleman's argument really was, viz. 
that a verdict by jury was entitled to more weight than the 
ſolemn determination of both Houſes of Parliament, and that 
not upon viva vice evidence, but upon written documents; 
with all his reſpect for juries, he could not think their deter- 
mination in ſuch a caſe equal to the collective wiſdom of Par- 
liament. The Learned and Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
admitted, that in the caſe of Hardy, there were three propo- 
ſitions ſubmitted to the conſideration of the jury, viz. the ex- 
iſtence of the general conſpiracy ; the law, as applying to the 
general ſtatement of fact; and the particular. part which the 
priſoner took in the conſpiracy; and yet that Gentleman moſt 
confidently aſſerts, that it was upon the firſt of theſe grounds 
that the jury founded their acquittal. What means that 
Learned Gentleman or his client had of knowing the private 
lentiments of the jury, he did not know; but he affirmed that 
it was almoſt impoſſible for a, man, judging of their motives | 
merely from what, pafſed openly in court, to agree with th 
Learned Gentleman.—lt was perfectiy clear, that the jury ' 
might acquit the priſoner upon any of the three grounds ſtated 
to them from the Bench; why then were the Houſe to ſup- 
pole the verdict of the jury was founded upon their difbehef 
of the exiſtence of the conſpiracy? It that had been the 
foundation of their opinion, they would have topped the 
3 | a | Tal counlel 
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counſel for the Crown when they had finiſhed their evidence 
of the general conſpiracy, and were going into evidence of 
the particular guilt of the priſoner. They would have ſaid, 
Gentlemen, you need not give yourſelves any further trouble, 
becauſe we are not convinced that any conſpiracy at all ex- 
iſted. The Learned Gentleman had thought it neceffary to 
have recourſe to an argument upon this occaſion, which he did 
not think proper to uſe at the trial, vis, his admiſſion that Hardy 
was implicated in every part of the conſpiracy, if the conſpiracy 
ever exiſted. | LA We e Wt . 
If the Houſe ſhould be of opinion, that there was ſufficient 
proof of the exiſtence of the conſpiracy, he would leave the 
Learned Gentleman all the fruits of his argument. The Hon. 
Gentleman had cited the names of many perſonages of diſtinc- 
tion, who had attended meetings for the purpoſes of obtaining 
a Reform in Parliament, and had argued that there was nothing 
illegal in ſuch conduct. The Hon. Gentleman need not have 
taken ſo much pains to prove ſo plain a propoſition. Men had 
moſt undoubtedly a right to aſſemble for a Reform, provided 
they confined themſelves within the bounds preſcribed by law; 
but there was a material difference between meeting fairly and 
honeſtly to obtain a Reform, and making that a pretext to 
cover dangerous intentions againſt the conſtitution of the 
kingdom. SS. | 1 : en 
Whether theſe ſocieties really meant nothing more than a 
Reform in Parliament, the Houſe would collea from their 
own declarations. The Norwich ſociety refer the world for an 
explanation of their opinions to their /terary repreſentatives, to 
uſe their own language. Theſe repreſentatives are Mr. 
Thomas Paine and Mr. Joel Barlow. Do the writings of theſe 
men contain any thing about a Reform in Parliament? No, 
they declaim againſt Monarchy and Ariſtocracy in general. If 
a Parliamentary Reform had been their object, why enter into 
a correſpondence with France? Was there any pattern of Par- 
liamentary Reform produced there, that they wiſhed to adopt? 
could they find there any model upon which they were to im- 
prove the Britiſh conſtitution ? or did they expect aſſiſtance 
from France, to enable them to bring about the Reform they 
wanted? At that time they addrefſed the Jacobin club, and 
from them they took all their plans: Why did they not addreſs 
the National Convention, the ruling power of France? The 
- reaſon muſt have been this, becauſe the revolution was not 
completed to the extent they wiſhed ; there ſtill remained a 
King. This happened in May: But after the 1oth of Auguſt, 
when the King was depoſed, they thought proper to addreſs 
the Convention, and ſtated themſelves and France 1 
| ES e an 
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and engaged in the ſame cauſe; but what way the cauſe of 
Britiſh ſubjects, endeavouring to procure, by conſtitutional 
means, a Reform in Parliament, was blended with that anarchy 
and confuſion that brought on the deſtruction of that ill-fated 
country, he leſt the Houſe to determine, In ſhort, from the 
whole of their proceedings, it was clear that Parliamentary 
Reform was only a mere colour or veil to cover the moſt de- 
teſtable and treaſonable practices, and this he conſidered to be 
the caſe with all the other affiliated ſocieties over the kingdom, 
except the ſociety of the Friends of the People, many Mem- 
bers of- which he highly reſpected, and believed their object 
to he what they fairly ſtated it to be. The ſocieties of Man- 
cheſter, of Nottingham, of Derby, of Sheffield, of Birming- 
ham, &c. all refer to the ſame repreſentatives. If any thing 
more was wanting to prove the deſigns of thoſe ſocieties, let 
the Houſe look at their addreſs to the Jacobin Club. That 
was previous to the abolition of Monarchy in France, but the 
Jacobins had even then given pretty ſtrong proofs of their in- 
tention of depoling their King. | ; | 
After the glorious tenth of Auguſt, when the Convention 
dethroned their Sovereign, then the ſocieties in England 
thought the Convention worthy of being written to, then they, 
profefied that there was a common cauſe between them—did 
this prove their intention was merely a Parliamentary Reform, 
or did it not rather ſhew a determined refolation of {ubverting 
the Government of this country, for the purpoſe of introdu- 
cing the wild and deſtructive theorics of the French ? 
If {till further proof was required, he wiſhed the Houſe to 
look over all the proceedings of the Scotch Convention ; they 
would find a ſecret committee appointed, who were inſtructed 
to aſſemble delegates upon particular emergencies, one of, 
which was in caſe of an invaſion by the French. What had an 
invaſion by the French to do with men who were peaceably 
purſuing a plan of Reform ?—was it a time to talk about a 
Reform when the French were in the kingdom ?—He next 
went over the reſolutions of different meetings held in London, 
in January 1794, one of which began with ſtating that the law 
_ ceaſes to be obeyed when it becomes oppreſſive, and that ty- 
ranny is to be reſiſted with force, &c. from which he endeavour- 
ed to prove the practices that exiſted at that time to be highly 
dangerous to the (tate, and requiring the greateſt vigilance on 
the part of the Executive Government; chat the Legiſlature was 
overawed, and the general conſpiracy and other charges form- 
ing the major propoſition of the indictment, were clearly and 
mdiſputably proved. Some Gentlemen had complained much 
of others for ſo frequently recurring to the example of France 
e N . 5 8 as 
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as a warning to this country: He ſaw no harm in doing ſo; on 
the contrary, he ſhould be ſurpriſed if it was not often done, ſor 
when we had before our eyes the effects produced in France 
from the revolutionary ſyſtem, it was certainly much better to 
hold out that country as an example for warning than for 
imitation, as thoſe innocent enthuſiaſts in their zeal for Reform 
wiſhed to make it. He concluded a ſpeech of conſiderable 
tength, by wiſhing the Houſe to decide, not by any arguments of 
| his, ſo much as from the different circumſtances which he had 
called to their recollection, circumſtances that proved the ne- 
ceſſity for this law laſt year, and which were not in any degree 
1 changed at this time ſo much as to induce them to repeal it 
8 from any arguments they had heard. LE VEE, oh | : 
| Mr. Fox ſaid, that, fa {tranger to the rules of proceeding 
in that Houſe had liſtened to the ſpeech juſt delivered, he 
would have thought he had heard a learned Serjeant pleading 
for a new trial, an inflammatory orator exciting to war, by a 
declamation on the ſtate of France; or an admirer of the con- 
ſtitution oppoſing ſome motion for altering the government; 
but it would never have come into his head that the ſpeaker 
was attempting to prove the neceſſity or the uſe of continuing 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act. On this, which 
was in fact the whole queſtion in diſpute, not one word had 
been ſaid by his Learned Friend. Whenever the repeal of that 
ſuſpenſion was propoſed, the proof lay all on the fide of mi- 
niſters; for, if they could not prove, that to continue the ſuſ- 
penſion was abſolutely neceſſary, it ought not to be continued 
for a moment. They were bound to do more z they were 
bound to prove that it was uſc ful. But of what uſe could they 
now prove it to be; or what good purpoſe could they ſhew 
to be anſwered by it? Had they diſcovered a new treaſonable 
conſpiracy ? or, having failed in their firſt attempt to prove 
treaſon, did they know-of any new perſons fit to be taken up 
on the old plot, and on whom a ſecond experiment might be 
made with better hope of ſucceſs ? It had been aſked, where- 
in the difference conſiſted, between the ſtate of the country 
when the Suſpenſion Act was paſſed, and its preſent ſlate ?!— 
It confiſted in this, that miniſters had proſecuted the perſons 
whom they conſidered as the principals in the alleged con- 
ſpiracy; that, with reſpect to ſome, they had failed in eſta- 
bliſhing the charge, and, with reſpect to others, declined 
. proceeding. They were now called upon to ſay what object 
they expected to obtain, by continuing the ſuſpenſion—for 
their old object was gone. Would they ſay, that they had 
proſecute ihe wrong perſons z that the conſpiracy exiſted, al- 
though they had been miſtaken ns to who were the conſpira- 
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tors and that they meant ſtill to go on proſecuting? They 
could not ſay ſo; for the effect of the verdicts of Net Guilty, 
at leaſt the prudential effect, as appeared by their own con- 
duct, was, that not a ſingle perſon was now under proſecution 

on account of the ſuppoſed conſpiracy. It was unworthy of 
the talents of the Learned Serjeant to attempt influencing the 
Houſe, by arguing as if it were intended to ſet up the de- 
ciſion of a jury as paramount to the authority of Parliament. 
Was the 4 e of the Habeas Corpus Act a queſtion of 
general legiſlation? He feared it was; for, from what he 
had heard, there was too apparent an intention to render it 
perpetual. But, on a particular caſe, which Parliament, by 
what ſome thought ſufficient ground for a temporary meaſure, 
had been induced to adopt, would it at all derogate from their 


: dignity to yield to the deciſion of juries, perhaps more in the 


habit of enen evidence, and better ſitted to examine 
and decide on facts, and with more evidence before them? 
With the Learned Serjeant he did not, in one point of view, 


love to contend, becauſe there was no man for whom perſon- 


ally, and on account of his conſtitutional principles on moſt 
ſubjects, he felt more reſpect, and few men poſſeſſed greater 
powers of reaſoning. But, in another point of view, he loved 


to contend with him, becauſe in general he ſtated his adverſa- 


ry's argument fairly. Hence the argument of the Learned 
Serjeant, and that of his Learned Friend (Mr. Erſkine), as 


{tated by him, were by no means incompatible, and both went 


in fact to ſupport the motion, The jury acquitted Hardy, 


either becauſe they did not find a treaſonable conſpiracy made 


out by the evidence, or becauſe they did not find that Hardy 
was implicated in the conſpiracy. He would therefore contend, 
with Mr. Erſkine, that they acquitted him on the former reaſon. 
Why ?—Becaule all the papers alluded to by the. Learned Ser- 
jeant were ſigned by Hardy, or brought home to him as a par- 
ty; and if the jury believed that thoſe papers contained proofs 
of treaſon, they could be under no difliculty in finding that 
Hardy was an accomplice in that treaſon. Which was it more 


eaſy to imagine, that the jury did not think the papers amount- 
ed to proof of treaſon ;-or that they could not read Hardy's 


name at the bottom of them? The Learned Serjeant, in a 
ſpeech chiefly calculated to ſhew the treaſon contained in thoſe 
papers, appealed from the jury to the Houſe: “ Here,” faid 


r. Fox, “ let me adore the Trial by Jury! When this 


ſpeech was made to another jury (Thelwall's), a ſpeech which 


has been to-night received with ſuch plaudits, that we ſeemed 


ready zre pedibus in ſententiam, it was anſwered with a cold Net 


Guilty. Such would have been my verdict, had I been in their 
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place :—Such will ever be the judgment of men, conſulting 
their conſcience and not their paſſions. But ſuch is the par- 
tiality of the Learned Gentleman for his own chain of reaton- 
ing, that he will rather believe the jury blind to the name of 
Hardy at the bottom of the papers he figned, than deaf to his 
argument that theſe papers were full of treaſon.” Mr. Er- 
"Kine, he contended, had renounced no part of what he main- 
tained as the law of treaſon, on the trials. But it was ſaid, he 
had not reſted the defence on that alone, which, if true, 
would have been concluſive ; if he had omitted wy point that 
could be urged, he would, in ſuch a cafe, have failed in his 
duty to his clients. It was ſaid from the Bench, that the ar- 
gument of Hardy's not being implicated in the conſpiracy, 
ſuppoſing the conſpiracy to be proved, had been but little re - 
Hed upon by his Counſel ; a ſtrong preſumption, at leaſt, that 
the verdict of the jury was founded on their diſbelief of a 

treaſonable conſpiracy, on the law of treaſon, for diſcuſſing 
-whichat large, a proper time would come: He ſhould only fay 
then, that he maintained the doctrine of his Learned Friend 
(Mr. Erſkine), and the admirable maxim of Lord Coke, that 
judicandum legibus non exemplis. He reprobated Mr. Windham's 
doctrine of making old laws apply to new cafes by conſtruc- 
tion, which, he ſaid, had made the Learned Serjeant ſhudder, 
which no judge, no jury, he hoped, would ever adopt— 
LMr. Windham ſaid, he did not mean that juries ſhould go 
farther than conſtruction was warranted by precedent.] 
Neither preeedent nor authority would fan ien the kind of 
conſtruction which the Right Hon. Gentleman had talked of, 
and he would recommend to his attention the advice of Lord 
Hale, viz. That if new caſes ſhould ariſe within the letter of 
the treaſon, it would be the wiſeſt way to conſult Parliament, 
and to be very wary of making conſtructive treaſons by parity 
of reaſoning; for, if that . were once adopted, no man 
could know where it would end. Prophetical was this ex- 
preſſion, and to this law he adhered; for, if it were not law, 
there ought to be an Act of Parliament declaring it to be ſo. 

I be inqueſt of a grand jury was ſecret, and on ex parte 
evidence. The very nature of its functions took from the 
authority of its deciſion. The finding of a grand jury was 
not, even in law, a bar to an action againſt a malicious pro- 

ſecutor; much leſs could it be adduced as a proof of legal or 

moral guilt againſt the acquittal of a petty jury. Before 

grand jury witneſſes might be brought, he mèant not to inſi- 
nuate that ſuch had been the caſe in the late proſecutions, that 
no profecutor would dare to produce before a petty jury, 
where they were to be croſs- examined, confronted with other 
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witneſſes, and their characters inveſtigated. A grand jury 
might be deceived not only with reſpect to the appearance of 


guilt _"_ an individual, but even with reſpec to the exiſt - 


_ ence of the crime gs. It was not by any means neceſ- 
ſary that the judge or the jury ſhould have faid that the proof 
of the conſpiracy had failed the moment the evidence for the 


| proſecution had cloſed, although he ſhould have felt no diffi» 


culty in ſaying ſo. They might think that there were matters 
which required. explanation on the part of the priſoner, and 
therefore hear his ebener and when they had heard it, they 
could not refuſe to hear the reply on the part of the proſecu- 
tion, But were he to give up this part of the argument, and 


admit the confpiracy, how would the matter ſtand? There 
would then be a conſpiracy without conſpirators. Gentlemen 

of ſuch acuteneſs as to define and divide our ſucceſſes in the 
campaign, could eaſily conceive the abſtract of a conſpiracy. 


without conſpirators, like Crambe in Martinus Seriblerus, 


who ſwore he could form the idea of a Lord Mayor, not only 


without his furred gown and gold chain, but without body, 
parts, or colour, which he conceived to be the very abſtract of 
a Lord Mayor. If they had tried every man and woman in 


the kingdom, and found that none of them were accomplices, 
this abſtract of a conſpiracy could not be very formidable. 
They had not done this in form, but they had done it in fact. 


| They had charged certain perſons. with conſpiring together, 
and with other perſons unknown. Some of theſe they had 


tried, and the juries returned verdicts of Not Guilty. If they 
thought theſe verdicts wrong, why did they not go on? Why) 


did they ſuffer others to be acquitted, without attempting to 


prove the charge, againſt whom they had as good, if not bet- 
ter evidence? All the guilt muſt now he with perſons. un- 


known. Did they mean to drag theſe perſons to light, and 
bring them to trial ?—They would not pretend they did. 
They ceaſed to proſecute, becauſe they. were. ſatisfied they 
could not convict. They had, therefore, virtually acquitted 


every man and woman in the kingdom, except the few 


whom the juries acquitted, of this treaſonable conſpiracy, 


and nothing but the abſtract of it was left, Was it to 


guard "againſt the abſtract of a conſpiracy, that the Habeas 
Corpus Act was to remain ſuſpended, and the people depriv- 
ed of the beſt ſafeguard of their liberties ? A Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Windham) had given an explanation of his former 
words, Wm tn but an explanation as unſatisfactory as the 

_ expreſſion itſelf, andaſked how others could rejoice in ſuch ac- 
quittals? © For my on part, (ſaid Mr. Fox) I hardly remember 


when I felt joy more nearly approaching to exultation than on 


theſe acquittals. I rejoiced _ the country was refcued * 
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the foul ſtain attempted to be fixed upon it; I rejoiced that 
we had eſcaped from the perils of conſtructive treaſon ; I re. 
joiced chat the people would ſee through the flanders by which 
they had been deluded into a ruinous war, and, as I believe 
they have done, more in conſequence of thoſe acquittals than 
of any other circumſtance, recover from their deluſion, and 
with the war at an end.“ —A man, it was ſaid, might be ac- 
quitted on a miſnomer, or a flaw in the indiftment, which 
would be no proof of his innocence : = Granted—but was 
either the caſe in the trials for treaſon ? To what end then 
were fuch grounds of acquittal alluded to? A man charged 
with picking a pocket might be acquitted for want of legal 
evidence, and yet nobody doubt of his guilt : 'True—becauſe 
men charged with ſuch offences might have ſo concealed their 
ackions, that although their guilt was believed, there could be 
no proof either of the act or the intent. But was this the 
caſe of any of the perſons charged with treaſon? Was proof 
wanting of their actions, their words, nay almoſt of their 
thoughts? In Thelwall's trial, a letter had been produced, 
written indeed by him, but never ſent to, or ſeen by any per- 
ſon, till his papers were ſearched. This reminded him of the 
unpubliſhed papers produced as evidence againſt Algernon 
Sydney, a circumſtance which, perhaps, more than his merit, 
great as that was, had endeared his name to poſterity ; for it 
was one of the moſt valuable qualities of our nature to aſcribe 
merit, where we ſaw perſecution. Every thing done, ſaid, 
or written by the priſoners, had been brought in evidence 
againſt them; the jury muſt have acquitted them, becauſe 
they could not ſo qualify their acts, as they were qualified in 
the indictment ; and therefore their acquittal was a complete 
declaration of their innocence. A jury, it was ſaid, was 
bound to acquit when doubtful. The Houſe was now fitting 
as a jury on the palladium of the liberty of the ſubject, and 
ſurely ought in this to imitate the conduct of a jury, that 
they would not decide againſt it without clear proof. It was 
- Taid that to ſuſpend the operation of it would ſave the neceſ- 
ſity of bringing other perſons to trial. Juſt ſuch was the de- 
Fence of Lettres de Gachet in France. They were only to ſave 
the neceſſity of bringing people to trial; but they might do 
+#his for the whole life of the priſoner. He lamented to hear 
men whom he eſteemed, accuſtom themſelves to ſpeak of ſuch 
things: with patience, for indefinite impriſonment had been 
the inſtrument of tyranny in all countries. „ 
When the late Lord Camden, a man deſervedly popular, 
and to whom, as a conſtitutional lawyer, the country had great 
obligations, once defended a meaſure of Government as being 
only a forty days tyranny, how much indignation did the ex- 
"Þ | Pa» = Ce, preſſion 
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preſſion excite ? Even from ſuch a man, Engliſh ears could not 
_ endure to hear of a forty days tyranny. But now, men could 
talk without a bluſh of ſuſpending the ſafeguard of the ſubject 
_ againſt capricious or-miſtaken impriſonment for any engel of 
time. It was ſaid that Gentlemen who would not allow the 
verdicts of Engliſh juries to be impeached, had thought them. 
ſelves at liberty to treat the verdicts of Scots juries with very 
little reſpect. When Scots juries ſhould be ameliorated, and 
put more nearly on the ſame footing with Englith juries, their 
verdicts would be entitled to equal deference. When, how-. 
ever, he read the trials of the two perſons convicted of high 
_ treaſon in Scotland, if, indeed, it was not an abuſe of words 
to call the trial of Downie a conviction, he had flattered him- 
felf that all alarms about treaſon were at an end. In Scotland, 
where the Houſe had been taught to believe that the growth of 
_ treaſon was moſt formidable, he found that nothing like treaſon 
could be proved againſt more than one obſcure man; that this 
man had been in the pay of Government, for giving informa- 
tion againſt others; and that, diſguſted with his employers, or 
more probably with the view of enhancing the price of his diſ- 
coveries, he had endeavoured to inflame the minds of thoſe. 
with whom he aſſociated, and to provoke them to criminal ex- 
ceſſes, What was the conſequence?—that he was almoſt im- 
mediately abandoned, and his conduct reprobated by the very 
perſons he attempted to miſlead, and at laſt fell the victim of 
his own violence or treachery. When he read all this, he was 
perſuaded that men mult ſee how unfounded their alarms had 
been. But the very exiſtence of miniſters depended. upon 
alarms. By a falſe alarm of the Crown being in danger, they 
had originally come into office; by falſe alarms they had 
maintained themſelves in office; and melancholy it was that 
| ſome of thoſe who expoſed their early artifices with the great- 
eſt zeal and ability, had ſince joined in filling up the cry. 
Their whole conduct had been one tiſſue of alarms; not 2 
moment had they ſuffered to paſs, not an incident to occur, - 
without agitating the minds of the people by the moſt inflam- 
matory declamations on ſome imaginary danger. Well had 
his Hon. Friend who made the motion (Mr. Sheridan), in 4 
ſtyle of eloquence, of which he knew not how to ſpeak. in 
adequate terms, defcribed their expedients of calling out the 
militia, ſuddenly convoking Parliament, marching cavalry from 
the country to the capital, and fortifying the Tower to give 
a colour to their alarm of inſurrections in 1792. Were any of 
_ theſe hidden inſurrections proved on the trials for high treaſon ? 
Not one. Why ?—Becauſfe they never had any exiſtence but 
in the imagination of the deluders and the fears of the _ 
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Inded. © When,” ſaid Mr. Fox, „we complain that they are 


undermining. the conſtitution which they would be thought to 
fave, they ſtart from defence to accuſation, they charge us 


with intending to ſubvert the conſtitution, and exultingly aſk, 


Quss tulerit Gracchos de ſeditione querentes ?' 


When they are conſtantly dinning in our ears that the example 


of the French people ought to put us on our guard againſt the 
Ticentiouſneſs of the Engliſh people, and calling upon us to pre- 
vent licentiouſneſs by cutting down every fence of liberty, we 
have. ſurely a right to ſay, that the example of foreign deſpotiſm 
ought to put us equally upon our guard againſt the increaſing 
wer of the Crown. In what inſtance, they demand, has the 
ing of England been made more like the tyrants of the Con- 


tinent? I anſwer, by the Alien Bill, by the Traitorous Corre- 
ſpondence Bill, by the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act. 


Are theſe light or trivial inſtances, or how many more do they 
mean to give us? Have they yet deigned to tell us, or do their 


incurable and increaſing alarms point out where they may be 
expected to ſtop? Thus, with their uſual injuſtice, they 


charge us with intending to do what they, on pretext of pre- 
venting us, are conſtantly doing. The D 

in times at leaſt as perilous to the family on the throne as the 
preſent, approved the firmeſt friends of the conſtitution, are _ 
now repreſented as its enemies, as meditating nothing leſs 


than the fubverſion of Church and State, and the deſtruction 
of private property. The Diſſenters endeavour to repel the 


charge by rational argument and peaceable demeanour. An 
orthodox and loyal mob proves it upon them by burning their 
houſes, menacing their perſons, and plundering their property. 
Why is. it that men, in other reſpects of acute minds and 


ſound judgment, cannot ſee to which fide the charge of inſur- 
rection and anarchy properly belongs? It is becauſe their un- 


derſtandings are blinded: by exceſſive fondneſs for a ſyſtem of 
reaſoning of their own invention; becauſe the natural love of 
our intellectual offspring is as powerful as our love of the off- 
ſpring of the body; becauſe real dangers make no impreſſion, 


| when compared with the phantoms of a diſtempered imagin- 


ation.“ 


The ſeparation between him and many of thoſe with whom 
he had long acted in politics, and been connected by the 


dearer ties of private friendſhip, no man could lament more 


ſincerely than he did. Thoſe who had lately given a great 
acceſſion of abilities and character to the Cabinet, he was per- 


Tuaded, had been mfluenced by no perſonal views, but had 
acted as they thought would be moſt advantageous: to their 


© country. | 


ifſenters, formerly, 


— 


. 
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. 2 But while he did juſtice to the purity of their mo- 
tives, he could not help obſerving, that they had given ' 
deadly blow to public confidence in public men; a very ſerious 
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- evil to the public, in his opinion. They had weakened all the bi Gi 
_ reciprocal ties, by which men who differed on particular points, 1 k 
as all men of liberal and active minds muſt ever do in ſome | n . 
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degree, were enabled to act together on a general ſyſtem of 
politics, the only mode in which the government of this or 
any other country could be conducted. They, however, had 
acted from their own conviction of the beſt means of averting 
the dangers with which they imagined the country to be threat- 
ened; and would, he hoped, do him the juſtice to believe that 
in adhering. to the courſe they had long purſued in concert 
with him, his motives were equally honeſt. It was difficult, 
he knew, in the preſent inflamed ſtate of mens minds, for per- 
ſonal friendſhip to ſurvive political union; but what ſeemed _ 
difficult was not always impoſſible, and nothing conſiſtent with 
his ſenſe of duty to the Public ſhould be wanting, on his part, 
to give an inſtance, For many of them he entertained 
the moſt ſincere perſonal regard; and with one, in particular, 
the Noble Earl appointed his Majeſty's Repreſentative in Ire- 
land (Fitzwilliam), he had cheriſhed a friendſhip from his 
earlieſt youth, which, matured by long intercourſe, endeared 
by mutual kindneſs, was entwined with his very habits of 
thinking, and which nothing but the utmoſt violence could 
ever tear front big.heealt.” 88 PO ION 
Every time the N of ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus 
Act was called in queſtion, being, as miniſters themſelves were 
_ obliged to profeſs, not a permanent but a temporary meaſure, 
they were bound to ſhew that it was ſtill neceſſary. He would 
appeal triumphantly to every man who had liſtened to the de- 
bate, whether or not a ſingle argument had been adduced to 
| ſhew that continuing the ſuſpenſion was of any uſe.—Was it 
treaſon they were afraid of? Where did it lurk? Every ſtep 
they had taken ſince the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, 
ſerved only to prove that the allegations of treaſon were un- 
founded. Were they afraid of ſedition or miſdemeanor? Over 
theſe the ſuſpenſion gave them no more power than they had 
beſore, for its operation-was reſtricted to treaſon only. Many 
of the papers produced on the trials had been read in the de- 
bate, which thoſe who read them maintained ta be indiſ- 
putable proofs. of. treaſon. Many of thoſe papers, with verx 
little alteration, he would ſubſcribe. That which propoſed 
calling general meetings to prevent eertain unconſtitutional 
meaſures ſpecified; from being paſſed into laws, he would ſign. 
Thoſe with whom he had formerly acted, the friends of the late 
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Marquis of Rockingham, had always maintained and actively 


inculcated the propriety of calling meetings of the people, in 


their reſpective towns and diſtricts, to diſcuſs important mat- 


ters pending before Parliament, and make known to Parlia- 
ment, as far as it could be collected, the opinion of the people at 


large. The paper ſetting forth that the time ſeemed not to be 
far diſtant when tyranny muſt be reſiſted by force, he would 


alſo ſign, but not without ſome correction, for he was far from 


looking to the event, as the writer profeſſed to do, without 
fear. If ſuch a meaſure as the Convention Bill were to be 
introduced into Parliament, thoſe who ſhould call public 


meetings to oppoſe it, by collecting and declaring the general 


ſenſe of the country, would act not only innocently but meri- 
*toriouſly. We dwelt on the crimes committed under the 
name of Liberty in France, till we could ſee no danger but 
from one extreme, or were ready to pardon every outrage and 
exceſs committed on the other. Why were the errors or the 


*crimes of a people trained under the yoke of deſpotiſm, to no 


ideas of juſtice or humanity, but the will, caprice, or paſſion 


of the ſtrongeſt, to be charged upon the friends of rational 


liberty, as things which they approved and wiſhed to introduce? 
A majority of that Houſe had 'voted for the abolition of the 


Slave Trade.” If the pit in our iſlands were to emancipate 
o did not ſee to what exceſs beings 
degraded by a ſyſtem of oppreſſion below the ſtandard of 


themſelves by force, w 


reaſon,” and almoſt of human nature, would carry their power 
of acting for themſelves, or how dreadfully they would re- 
taliate upon their former maſters ? Yet would any man affirm 
the cruelties they might commit to be inherent in the natives 


of Africa, much leſs that every one of the majority who vored 


for the abotition of the Slave Trade, wiſhed them to be com- 


"mitted? © | 


Between what England now was, and what France was be- 


fore the revolution, there could be no reſemblance. Our 
people were inured to very different habits, and trained to very 
different feelings. Our conſtitution, maimed and mangled as 
it now was, differed leſs from a republican than from any 
deſpotic form of government; leſs from the government of 
America than from that of Ruſſia or Pruſſia. When Gentle- 
men talked of monarchy in Great Britain as the ſame in ſub- 
{tance with monarchy in moſt parts of the continent of Europe, 


they put a change upon us by ſubſtituting the name for the 


; og. Our conſtitution was a republic in the juſt ſenſe of the 
Word; it was a monarchy founded on the good of the People, 
in a race elected by Parliament, the Repreſentative of the 


People; limited in its functions and controuled in the exerciſe 
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of thoſe functions by the united wiſdom of the nation for the 
general benefit of the nation. Let us return to the old maxims 
of adminiſtering ſuch a government; let us remember that the 
attachment of the people to the conſtitution was not to be 
ſecured by alarm and terror, but by practieal experience of the 
bleſſings derived from it; that wars of ſpeculation, whether 
_ undertaken with the view of making conqueſts or extirpating 
opinions, were always oppreſhve to the greater part of the peo- 
ple, generally fruitleſs, and ſom-times ruinous; that 3 : 
promoted commerce—commerceencouraged induſtry, induſtry 
gave plenty, and plenty content, —Theſe were maxims fo old 
and ſo trite, that no man cared to dwell upori them, for fear 
ol being told, that he was repeating what he had learned of his 
nurſe. - But they were not the leſs true for being trite ; and 
when men ſuffered themſelves to be hurried away by a ſet of 
_new-fangled notions diametrically oppoſite, they could not be 
repeated too often, If we perſiſted in the other courſe, we muſt 
go on increaſing our debt, till the burden of our taxes became 
intolerable; that boaſted conſtitution, which we were daily 
impairing, the people would eſtimate, not by what it once had 
been, or was till afferted to be in declamations againſt anarchy, 
but by its practical effects; and we ſhould hardly eſcape the 
very extreme we were ſo anxiouſly deſirous of ſhunning. The 
old government of France was ſurely provided with ſufficient 
checks over the licentiouſneſs of the people; but of what avail 
were thoſe checks when the ambition and prodigality of the 
government had exhauſted every reſource by which eſtabliſhed 
governments can be ſupported ? Miniſters attempted to fix 
upon others the charge of innovation, while they themſelves 
were, every ſeſſion, making greater innovations than that which 
they now called the moſt dreadful of all, viz. a Reform in the 
Repreſentation in Parliament. But it was the infatuation of 
the day, that, while fixing all our attention upon France, we 
_ almoſt conſidered the very name of liberty as odious, nothing 
of the oppoſite tendency gave us the leaſt alarm. "Thoſe who 
had become converts to this new ſyſtem, ſaw nothing but 
KRopaliſts in France, and Republicans in England God grant 
they could but invert the teleſcope, ſee with the eyes of reaſon, 
and underſtand with the underſtandings of unprejudiced men. 
The Maſter of the Rolls infiſted that the facts which had 
been brought to light, on the late trials, proved the exiſtence 
of a treaſonable plot, beyond all doubt; and, therefore, == 
| hed the preamble to the Bill for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus 
Act: But he would not blame the juries who acquitted the 
priſoners on that charge, as he had no doubt they conducted 
themſelves conſcientiouſly, A conventional aſſembly inſti- 
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tuted by any body of people, in this country, for chooſing 
their own government, or making their own laws, he main-_ 
tained, was treaſon 3 and, therefore, he contended, that the 
plot which the Secret Committee had declared to exiſt; for the 
purpoſe of overturning our Government, actually had exiſted 
to the extent they had aſſerted. In the ſyſtem of ſpies and 
informers, ſo loudly condemned, he difclaimed having any 
concern; and he was confident thoſe who conducted it, did 
I %% AA * 
Mr. T. Thomſon replied to the laſt ſpeaker, and deprecated 
in ſtrong terms the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, and 
the many outrages againſt the liberties of the ſubject which 
had taken place to bis knowledge in different parts of the 
country, particularly by inferior magiſtrates, ſince the Bill 
paſſed, One circumſtance. had occurred very lately, which be 
thought it neceſſary to ſtate in his place: He went to the 
Public Office, in Bow-ſtreet, where an apprentice was brought 
for ſtealing from his maſter an old ſcaftolding board, origi- 
nally valued at nine-pence. The maſter informed Mr. Juitice 
Bond, that he was willing to forgive him; and the Juſtice told 
him ſo, adding that he muſt ſerve the King as à ſoldier. 
Major Leeſon's ſergeant was called in, and the lad was told 
he muſt enliſt with this officer; he ſaid, he would not, and 
could not; he had an aged mother, whoſe ſole ſupport was de- 
rived ſrom his labour, and he could not think of leaving her to 
ſtarve. The Juſtice then faid, Take him into cuſtody ; he 
ſhall be ſent as a failor: And the lad was dragged away in 
this ſhameful and illegal manner. He (Mr. Thomſon) faid, 
that was ſtrange law; and ſomebody who heard him, repeated 
his words to the Juſtice, who called out, in a voice of authority, 
© Who laid fo ?” I faid, © I, a Member of Parliament, did.” 
He ſaid, I muſt know that the King wanted men.” I ſaid, 
che did, and I was afraid muſt want many more, if this ruin- | 
ous war continued; but that this was not the way to get 
them; ſending men to the ſield, I conſidered as ſending them 
to the ſlaughter-houſe: But that this proceeding was ſcandal- 
ous and illegal.” Mr. Bond ſaid, 1 might inveſtigate the buſi- 
neſs in the Houſe of Commons, but he would decide there; 
and that he had his inſtructions in a circular letter from th: 
Secretary of State, and Lords of the Treaſury.” “ 
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Mr. Milbanke ſaid, he had voted originally againſt the ſuf. 


; penſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, as he was convinced no 
plot exiſted ; and even thoſe who contended for its exiſtence, 
he hoped, after what had been proved &n the late trials, would 
admit that the danger had been much magnified.” He never 
doubted indeed, that in an age when two great 4075700 - 
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had taken place ſo near cach other, men in this country might 
with to bring about a revolution here; but he never believed 
their numbers to be great, nor did he think the people were 
diſpoſed to ſecond their views. He condemned the new 
faſhion of traducing the inſtitution of juries in this country, 
by diſapproving their verdicts; and he trufted no miniſter 
would ever make a repeated cuſtom of ſuſpending the Habeas 
Corpus Act, the principal my ng of the- liberties of Eng- 
 kſhmen. He faid, he thought the exiſting laws were ſufficient 
to correct every attempt againſt the conſtitution. He ſaw no 
reaſon for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act at the time, and 
{till leſs for continuing the ſuſpenſion. He warned miniſters - 
againſt accuſtoming themſelves to make encroachments upon 
the conſtitution 3 and wiſhed them to be more careful to pre- 
ſerve the due balance between the three diſtinct branches of 
the Legiſlature, fl! | TO 
Mr. Wilberforce roſe to ſay one word reſpecting the vote 
he was to give. An Honourable Gentleman oppoſite had con- 
nected two points as ſettled, upon which he differed : That 
Gentleman had ſaid, that all thoſe who voted againſt- con- 
tinuing the war, neceſſarily did not admit that there exiſted 
any danger in the country; this was not the caſe with him; 
he was decidedly againit the war, but ſaw ſerious grounds. for 
alarm, and -wiſhed to ſtrengthen the Executive Power. He 
had voted for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act; and 
| ſhould now vote againſt the preſent motion, from a conviction 
that much danger and ſedition yet exiſted in the country. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, nobody could expect that he roſe to take 
advantage of his privilege as. laſt ſpeaker, becauſe there had 
not been brought againſt his motion one argument that merited 
any anſwer. Gentlemen ſhewed themſelves afraid to grap- 
ple with the main queſtion ; no attempt had been made to 
prove that a ſufficient, cauſe had exiſted for the original ſuſ- 
penſion, which he did not think juſtified even by the fears of 
the Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, leſt he ſhould be ſuppoſed to 
have become a friend of 'the liberties of Engliſhmen. The 
reaſon of his troubling the Houſe at that late hour, was 
ſolemnly to aſk the Right Hon. Gentleman, what would'be 
the ſtate of the country, which he might think would give 
the Act to us again? His object was to get an explicit de- 
claration ſrom miniſters, before the Houſe divided; whether 
they intended ta renew the ſuſpenſion when it was out? 
whether upon the old plot, upon any new plot, or whether 
they had any plot at all? the Houſe had a right to know, and 
he called for an anſwer. „ | _ 


The Chancellor of the 
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Exchequer replied ſhortly ; he ſaid, he 
ſaw from the arguments that had been uſed, that-the intention 
e 09 
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of the motion was not ſo much to put an end to the Suſpen- 
* fron Bill, as to throw a flaw upon the proceedings of that 
Houſe, which might afford a 3 triumph to theſe 
who were embarked in the ſame cauſe with thoſe perſons who 
were the occaſion of its being made. He gave it as his opi- 
nion, that it ought to be renewed. 

Mr. Jelyl reprobated the conduct of the ies: who 
| had admitted, that to gratify his own ſpleen, to obtain a per- 
ſonal triumph, he would withhold n the Britiſh people 
one of their deareſt liberties, _ | 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was neither to gratiſ y 
his ſpleen, nor to obtain a perſonal triumph; but to obtain 
2 triumph over the extraordinary line of argument, purſued 
by Gentlemen on the other fide, in ſavour of thoſe who had 
originally approved the cauſe of ſuſpending the Act, that 
ſhould induce him to exert himſelf 1 in procuring the continu- 


ance of its ſuſpenſion. 


After a few words from! Mr, M. A. Taylor, the Houſe di. 


Aided at three o e 
= 5 =” 


— S'' 


eee 
Lift of the Mi privy 


Antonie, Lce 
Anſon, Thomas 
Aubrey, Sir John 
| 22 R. 
yng, Geot 
| Church, I. >. 
Coke, P. W. 
Coke, Edward 
. Colhoun, William 
Courtenay, John 
Curwen, Chriſtian 


Erſkine, Hon. Thomas 


Featherfton, Sir Henry 
Fitzpatrick, General 
Fox, Rt. Hon. C. J. 
Francis, Philip 
Grey, Charles 
Hate, James 
- Harcourt, John 
Howard, Henry 
Huſſey, William 
Jekyl, Joſeph - 


on Mr. Sheridan. s Motion for Leave te 
bring in u Bill to repeal the Act paſſed laſt Son Y Parlia- 
ment, for ſuſpentling the Habeas Corpus Act. | 
2 4 


| Lambton, William Henry | 


; Maitland, Hon. Thomas 
M. Leod, Colonel W. 


f Planer, William 
Peirſe, Henry 

| Powlett, Powlett 
Ruſſel, Lord William | 


Sturt, Charles 


PE 0 169. 8 
. 144 


Tarleton, General 
Vyner, Robert 
Vyner, R. jun. 


— 


St. John, St. Andrew as 
Jervoiſe, C. Jervoiſe 


Long, Samuel 


Mifbanke, R. 
North, Dudle 


Sheridan, R. B. 
Spencer, Lord Robert 


Thompſon, "Thowas 


Walwyn, James 


| Whitbread, -Samuel, "a | 
Including the two Tellers, A Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Whitbread. 
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Housz or LORDS. 
 TurzsDaY, Jan. 6. 


Sen bene were preſented, and ordered to lic on the 


| table. 
| ANNUAL ACCOUNTS. 


The Commiſſioners of the Cuftoms brought the account of : 


+ Faſt India' prohibited goods and naval ftores imported in this 
| kingdom for the laft year. ” 
| The Treafury accounts were alſo laid upon tlie table. | 
WaRREN HASTINGS, ESQ. | 
Tord Grenville moved, That the order of the Houſe, "Uh 
proceeding on the trial of Warren Haſtings, Efq. on the ſe- 
cond Tueſday in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, be with- 
drawn, and poſtponed till Tueſday next. Ordered. . 
papkks. of 
| The Aon of Lanſdown moved an Addreſs to has Majeſty, 
that he would be pleaſed to order to be laid before the Houſe, 
an Account of the penſions, fees, perquiſites, emoluments, 
Kc. enjoyed by the clerks in the public offices under Govern- 
ment. He ſaid, he preſumed there could be no objection, 


as they had been ad n ny other Houſe of Parliament. : 


Ordered. 
INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF FRANCE. 


Earl Stanhope ſaid, he had taken the liberty of having — 


Lordſhips ſurnmoned, in order to ſubmit a motion to their 
conſideration, which the critical circumſtances of the war 
rendered of the utmoſt importance; and which, by the altered 

opinions reſpecting peace, manifeſted by ſeveral Noble Lords, 
on the farſt day * the ſeſſion, he was induced to hope would 


meet with a favourable reception. The ſtate of the country 
was the moſt intereſting and alarming that had ever been e- 


1 perienced by Britifh ſubjects: It was no wonder, therefore, 
that the minds of men without doors began to change 3 and an 
_ eager deſire that the path of negotiation might be ſmoothed, 


was pretty generally apparent in the people; to which he 


attributed what had been ſaid in that Houſe reſpecti ing it, 2 
few days fince, by ſome of their Lordſhips, who had not be- 
fore opened their minds. If the motion he ſhould that day 
0p the honour of ſubmitting to the Houſe, ſhould be ap- 


oved, a door was, in his opinion, open for negotiation 2 


ut he verily believed, if advantage was not taken of the occa- 


Gin that offered, the door of negotiation would be cloſed for 
ever. The ſubject was, as he had before obſerved, extremely 


„„ wad it was his intention to has it with temper, 
gre i NO I 33 although 
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20 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. © [ſLoxns, 
although he had not always found other perſons inclined to 
argue with the ſame temper themſelves. Gn the firſt day of 
the ſeſſion, miniſters had grounded their recommendation to 
their Lordſhips to perſiſt in the continuance of the war, on 
their ſtatement of the declining finances and exhauſted. re- 
fources of France. That was the deluſion of the preſent 
year; and on that ſingly they reſted their arguments—the 
various deluſions uſed by them in former years having been 
worn out, and proved to be falſe, . by the incontrovertible 
evidence of facts. In all the deluſions they had at different 
times reſorted to, as pretexts for their meaſures, he did not 
mean to impute intention to miniſters, but want of informa- 
tion; not deſign, but ignorance. He undertook to prove 
that the preſent deluſion, viz. that the finance of France was 
ruined, and her reſources nearly exhauſted, was as falfe as 
it was abfurd. He would ſhew, moſt undeniably, that the 
reverſe was the fact. The motion he ſhould bring forward, 
was founded in juſtice, and not merely in expediency or policy. 
He had learnt in his youth, that juſtice was an indiſpenſible 
duty; and it was a maxim to which he fhould ever adhere. 
On the principle of juſtice, therefore, and that only, he 
ſhould contend, that as the French had ſolemnly diſclaimed 
all idea of interference in the government of other countries, 
the government of Great Britain had no right to interfere in 
the internal affairs of France, or in the adminiſtration of the 
government of the French: It concerned thoſe who lived 
under it, and not us. He muſt produce one or two ſhort 
documents, to recall to their Lordſhips' recollections, the de- 
clarations on which he grounded the aſſertions he had juſt 
made. At the cloſe of the year 1792, before the French am- 
baſſador left this country, he had tranſmitted an official note“ 
to one of his Majeſty's miniſters; in which it was expreſly 
ſtated, that it was not the intention of France to interfere. 
in the government of other nations, nor would ſhe permit 
other nations to interfere in her own. This declaration was 
Full, clear, and explicit; and it ought to have proved ſatiſ- 
factory. Soon afterwards the French thought proper to dif- 
ſolve their menarchy, and to adopt a republican form of 
government; and the republican conſtitution had been finally 
agreed to be that. under which they choſe to live. A conſti- 
tut ion was accordingly arranged, ſettled, and agreed to; but 
the operation of that conſtitution was deferred till peace 
ſhould arrive; it was then to take place and be permanent i In 
the mean time, a revolutionary ſyſtem had been provided and 


Tube note ſent by M, Chauvelin to Lord Grenville. 
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eſtabliſhed, adapted to the circumſtances of the occaſion, 
and to continue till the concluſion of the war. In the 118th 
and 119th articles of the permanent French Conſtitution, it 
was decreed, * that all free nations are the natural friends. 
and allies of the French Republic : That the Republic does 
not intetfere in the government of other nations; nor will it 
ſuffer other nations to interfere in its own.” His Lordſhip 
commended the wiſdom of the French, in providing and ſub- 
mitting to a revolutionary ſyſtem of government during the 
war, the exigencies of which neceffarily called for great and 
extraordinary exertions; which could not be made, without 
the extraordinary powers that a revolutionary ſyſtem of go- 
verument fun «ii ß 265 5 
He had ſhewn laſt year, that the deluſions then held out bx 
miniſters had no foundation. He had aſſerted this confiden- 
tially, becauſe his confidence was founded in knowledge, and 
the laſt campaign had proved every poſition he had made, re- 
ſpecting the enthuſiaſm of the French acting in a military ca- 
pacity, and the productiveneſs of their reſources; and had 
completely diſproved every argument urged by miniſters in 
contradiction of his aſſertions. He truſted, therefore, that 
they ſhould hear no more of the French being poor and con- 
temptible; they ſhould hear no more of their want of enthu- 
ſiaſm, of their armies being a mere rabble, that they could 
not face diſciplined troops for a ſingle engagement; that they 
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were deſtitute of Pays clothing, and food. At the preſent 


moment the French Republic had the moſt diſciplined, beſt 
clothed, beſt fed, and the largeſt army in Europe. Twelve 
hundred thouſand men were in arms, completely diſciplined, 
firſt by adverſity, and afterwards by ſucceſs. They neither 
wanted arms nor clothing they had been furniſhed in their con- 
queſts with enough of both theſe articles in addition to the im- 
menſe quantity which they had made throughout the Republic; 
they were now better clothed than the ſoldiers of moſt other 
nations; and as to arms, they had taken from the enemy can- 
non by thouſands, and muſkets by hundreds of thouſands. He 
truſted therefore, that the Houſe would hear no more of their 
want of clothing and arms. He truſted alſo, that they would 
hear no more of that accurſed, that ſhocking: barbarous ſyſtem 
of ſtarvation, that ſcandalous principle which held out the 
poſſibility of ſtarving thirty millions of human beings. Let 
me ſhew you, exclaimed his Lordſhip, © what this threat 
: FOI France. A man who had been driven from France 
by the tyranny of Robeſpierre, came to this country; I.con- 
verſed with him. When he ſaw the paper in which the ſyſtem 
of ſtarvation was avowed, he read it with horror. He ſhewed 
it me, and ſaid, My countrymen may put me to death if I 
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return; but what can Ido? I have a mother and a family ſtill in 
France; how then can I endure this idea of ſtarving the people 
of France? My Lords, it is the indignation occaſioned by this 
threat that has brought forth that ſpirit and thoſe exertions 


mencement of the preſent year the French were inferior in 
naval force; and yet, the number of ſhips which they had 
taken from this country was infinitely ſuperior to the number 
which this country had taken from themn. 
In the ſpring of this year, nay Pop. at the preſent mo- 
ment, their naval force was ſuperior to the force of this coun- 
try. Could they be ſtarved therefore now, when they had ſuch 
a force at ſea? Could they be ſtarved, when they had the 
Palatinate and the Netherlands, all thoſe rich and fertile pro- 
vinces which they had taken, in their poſſeſſion? Did he 
HFouſe recollect that grand and ſublime project for cutting 
canals from the Palatinate all acroſs France, in order to ſupply 
the moſt ſouthern parts of it with proviſions, and which would 
effectually fave them in future times from ſcarcity or ſamine? 
When he had maintained the reverſe of all thoſe poſitions, 
every aſſertion he had made upon the ſubject had been laughed 
at and treated with contempt; but miniſters had found to 
their coſt, that what he had ſaid was but too true, that it 
had been verified in every point. 80 much therefore for 
ſtarvation and an undiſciphned army, the two principal delu- 
ſions of the laſt year. With regard to the deluſion of the pre- 
ſent year, viz. that the ſtate of the French finances was rapidly 
on the decline, that was as falſe-as the preceding ones; it was 
great and flouriſhing; and was it to be wondered at, when it 
Was recollected what they had taken from the King, from the 
Nobles, from the Clergy, from the Nobleſſe, from the plunder 
of the Churches — he would not call it plunder from ſeizing 
the and ſilver ſaints, from confiſcation of the property of 
the Emigrants, and of thoſe put to death; by all theſe means 
the French had realized the immenſe; ſum of four hundred 
millions ſterling, and they had beſides two-thirds of the land of 
the Republic (he would not affect, as miniſters had done on 
the firſt day of the ſeſſion, to call it the kingdom) in their own 
hands. With regard to the other ſide of the account, the de- 
claration that aſſignats were depreciated 75 per cent. ſo much 
the better for the Convention, — it enabled them to pay 
off and take out of the maſs of circulation, a greater number of 
uſſignats. They had an immenſe property, which enabled them 
at any time to buy them up, upon terms of advantage. They 
had the policy not to deprive the nations whom they conquered 


of- every thing 3 they took from them indeed theix ſpecie, but 


in exchange they gare them aſſignats, by which means the) 


contrived 


— 


1 
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contrived that they ſhould have an intereſt in common with 
the French Republic, and in the ſupport of the exiſting Go- 


rerument. All the ſucceſſes of the French had, he oblerved, 


been aſcribed to chance but when he ſaw this and many 


other inſtances of dexterous policy, he could not heip conſider- 


ing them as proofs of the wiſdom of the governors. ert 
Jo return, however, to the French finances: In reaſoning 
upon them, he would take the figures, the calculations, and the 
unexamined accounts of miniſters, and from them would thew 
how miſerably they deceived themſelves as well as thoſe who 


| ſupported their meaſures in both Houſes of Parliament; when 


they contended that the reſources of the French Republic 
were rapidly declining. So far from it, he would prove that 
they were not only in a flouriſhing condition, but proſperous 


and productive to an aſtoniſhing and unexampled degree. By 
ſome it had been contended, that the French had iffued aſſig- 


nats to the amount of 266 millions ſterling. He would ſup- 
poſe the iſſue was even greater; that it amounted to 400 


millions; aſſignats were now at a depreciation of three-fourths 


per cent. 7 5 per cent. If therefore the French had iſſued 400 
millions, they would ſtill, were they now to call in the de- 
preciated aſſignats, leave a clear ſurplus of 300 millions 
tterling untouched; Such was the ſtate of their finances. But 


it had been ſaid that they had ſpent laſt year 120 or 160 


millions. What was the conſequence ? That as the fourth 
| ws of i60 was 40 millions, they had only fpent 40 millions. 
He did not mean to ſay that this depreciation” of aſſignats did 
not injure the individuals through whoſe hands they paſſed: 
It certainly did, and individuals loſt proportionably ; but tlie 
Government gained by it in the degree that he had ſtated: 
Thus in the Ameritan war; it was faid by miniſters, that the 
reſources of the United States were ra mY declining. - Ames 
tican paper fell 94 per cent. but were oe mericans therefore 
ruined? No; that which had gone from the Government in à 


large maſs, had melted as it paſſed from hand to hand, and 


returned a fourth part leſs than its original ſize, or, according to 
the words of an excellent author, it had gone from them the ſiae 
of a fnow- ball as big as a man's head, and had returned to them 
no bigger than a nut. They ought alſo to remember that the 
law of nations forbad one country from interfering with the 
internal government of other ſtates; and it was contrary” to 
every 1 of natural juſtice, and a direct violation of tlie 
impréſcriptible rights of man. To perſiſt in ſuch an interfe- 
rence was alſo on other grounds improper; the bare mention 
of the deſign had cauſed the ryranny of Robeſpierre, and the 
continuing its practice would only heighten their hatred to 
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inveteracy, and lend new vigour to their exertions. If the 
French were therefore to call in the old aſſignats at a depreci. 
ation of three-fourths, they could iſſue new aſſignats for ſome 
time at par. Such was the ſtate of the French finances. 
Their Lordſhips would recollect what ſort of a nation that 
muſt be which could pay 120 millions a year; which had paid 
off ſince the revolution two thirds of the old debt, and which 
was therefore, he inſiſted, ſtronger, even in point of finance, 
than all the Governments of Europe. If then, it was juſt to 
oppreſs a people becauſe they were weak, it was folly to 
attempt to oppreſs the French people, becauſe they were 
ſtrong. In their whole conduct reſpecting aſſignats, the 
French had acted wiſely. At their firſt iſſue, they had great 
armies to raiſe, and arms to buy and to collect to arm — 
as none were to be found at Paris: The expence of doing 
this was enormous; to anſwer it, they ifſued aſſignats, and 
took care to keep them at par, till the object was atchieved: _ 
They then found out more reſources in a forced loan, and 
afterwards ſuffered aſſignats to depreciate, till, like water, they 
bad found their level. The French Government, as he had 
before ſaid, might call in the aſſignats at one fourth of their 
original value; and this, though an injury to the individuals 
through whoſe hands the aſſignats paſſed, was not ſo to the 
Convention and the Republic, who gained by it: It fell upon 
the men of property, not the Sant Culottes. But if miniſters 
could even come and ſay that aſſignats were at par, the argu- 
ment, though ſpecious, would ſil be deluſive, and would 
not tend to prove the riches of the Government. The French, 
therefore, could not be ruined -unleſs the miniſter could 
prove that one was cqual to four. He remembered the lan- 
guage held on the American War :— You have paſſed 
the Rubicon (it was ſaid then), you muſt either kill them, ot 
they will kill you.“ The ſame argument was now attempted. 
to be ufed. We had been ſuccefsfulat ſea this year; but if 
the exertions of the French continued, they would be moſt 
formidable as a maritime power next ſummer. He deſired 
the Houſe to contemplate the conſequences of the junction of 
the Dutch and Spaniſh navies to the French navy. If he 
were aſked, With whom they are to make peace ? he would re- 
ply, With thoſe with whom they make war z with the Repub- 
lic of France, one and indiviſible; with thoſe men whoſe repub- 
licau conſtancy, whoſe republican courage, whoſe republican 
energy and virtue, had made victory the order of the day. It had 
been ſaid, that we had loſt nothingſby the conteſt; he would tell 
their Lordſhips how that matter ſtood : We had gained ſome 
iſlands, but we had loſt Holland; we had loſt i 30,00C of the 
Allies; we had loſt the Auſtrian Low Countries; We 1 * 


of 


loſt half the balance of our trade ; for from the Low Countries 
and Holland we derived atleaſt that ſhare of the balance of our 
trade: We had loſt what we engaged to protect: We had loſt 
much of the beſt blood of the kingdom; we had leſt many mil 
lions of money; and we had loſt what was more important than 


country enjoy the bleſſings of liberty but ourſelves. © On 


founded on the immutable principles of juſtice: 


„ That this country ought not, nor will not interſere in | the informal 
affairs of France, and that it is expedient, explicitly to declare the ame,” | 


The Earl of Abingdon ſaid, if the Noble Lord had ſet out 
with ſhewing that the French revolution had no other object 


interfere with the Governments of any other countries, and 
particularly of this, from the cordiality of its affection for the 
Engliſh nation, his motion might have had fome ground to 
ſtand upon. But the =_ reverſe of this _ ſo much the 
fact, as to defy a contradiction of it even from that Noble Lord 
himſelf, what muſt be the opinion, in every man's mind, of 
ſuch a motion as this? What muſt be the Noble Lord's 
„ e Coors LETT 0 
Does not the Noble Lord know that retaliation, * an eye for 
an eye, a tooth for a tooth,” is the law of the Goſpel? - And 


to this country what they have themſelves, namely, anarchy and 
confuſion, which is no government at all ; Great Britain offers 
to give them in exchange, what we have ourſelves, ſo anarchy 
and confuſion, thank God, as yet, but) the happineſs of a ſettled 


Lord objects to this. And how is this to be accounted for, but 
that the Noble Lord does not believe in the law of retaliation, 
although founded upon that chriſtian-like principle of returning 
good for evil? He does not, therefore, believe in the Goſpel 


his politics as an Engliſhman, and more eſpecially as a Peer of 
this Houſe, has taken from him his religion, and in my con- 
(cience, I think, has deprived him too of his ſenſes. 


em Deus vult perdete, prius dementat. -. 
7 His Lordſhip added, he was againſt the Noble Lord's motion. 
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all theſe—we had loſt our character; as our conduct made us 
appear envious, and as a people not defirous of ſeeing any other 


this account, my Lords,” ſaid the Earl, «I ſubmit to your Lord- 
ſhips, with the utmoſt ſincerity, the following reſolution, 


in view than merely that of its own internal regulation, that it 
never had, nor profeſſed to have had, any intention to 


here, too, is the retaliation propoſed ? France would have given 
Government. Behold, then, the difference—and yet the Noble 


and why? becauſe that Jacobiniſm, which has robbed him of 
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The Earl of: Garlifle admitted that the Noble Earl's propo: 
ſition was not ebjectionable.in itſelf, but objectionable or not 
according to the application of it. I it meant generally, that 
no nation had a right to interfere with the internal affairs of 
another country, or with its government, ſo put, it could not 
be denied, and he could not have a diſſiculty in acceding to 
it; but if ſo put, he believed it would not anſwer the purpoſe 
for which the Noble Earl had brought it forward. But if the 
Noble Lord meant, that one country had not a right to inter- 
fere with, another, which had formed and were eſtabliſhing 
fuch a ſyſtem of government, as contained in it ſeeds of alarm _ 
and danger to the ſafety of its own, to the propoſition ſo ap- 
plied he could not concur in it. On ſuch extraordinary occaſions, 
as the French having made regulations, and propagated doc- 
trines, enforced by decrees, aud ſanctioned by, the authority of 
tlie exiſtigg legiſlature of France, which evidently and imme- 
diately tended to render. the exiſtence of our conſtitution in- 
fecure, Great Britain would ſurely. be juſtified in overleaping 
the baunds and limits preſeribed by the law of nations, and 
.thoſe who had written upon that ſubject. ſor countries acting 
under ordinary circumſtances. That France had laid. down 
the molt, monſtrous propotitions, and by open and avowed de- 
clarations endeayoured: to ſpread doctrines abroad in the 
world, which in their nature were hoſtile and alarming in the 
extreme to other governments, and eſpecially to ſuch as were 
of a monarchical form, was in fact too well eſtabliſhed to ad- 
mit of queſtion. He had only to reſer to her decree- of the 
_ Tyth of November 1792, for full proof of this aſſertion 3 nor, 
had he yet ſeen any thing like a direct, explicit, and unequivocal 
diſavowal of that decree. He would not accept of any thing, 
tending to put a different conſtruction upon the contents ot. 
that decree, from what it evidently bore, that might be col- 
lected from ſcraps of paper, from verbal | meflages, from in- 
direct communications, or from parts and paſſages of ſubſe- 
quent irrelative procecdings. That decree had been acted on 
by thoſe who paſſed it. This country had ſeen the Conven- 
tion receive a handful of men, the ambaſſadors of fedition from 
hence, in all the ceremony of their aſſembly; and: the whole of 
her conduct had ſince been ſuch, as to confirm and corroborat: 
What ſhe held out in that famous decree, and to ſhew.that ſhe: 
was determined to realize the doctrines it contained, and take 
every opportunity of carrying her, theory into practice, 
Neither Great Britain nor Europe could therefore rely on the 
ſincerity of France, with regard to the explanation of that 
dgerce Which the Noble Earl had been pleaſed to give it, till 
they ſaw that decree formally renounced and reſeinded, and — 
2 pea | e Pg | 85 line 
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| line of conduct, that had reſulted from it, efitirely abandoned: 


But the Earl ſaid, he mult utterly deny, that the interference 
enlarged: upon and maintained by the Noble Earl in his argu- 


ment, as that deſcribed in his motion, was by any means out 


object in the preſent war. It was not againſt the French re. 


publie, that we directed our arms, merely becauſe it was a re- 


public, but becauſe it threatened Europe with deſtruction; 
A monſter had ſallied forth from its den, and menaced the ad- 
joining ſtates and territories with ruin and devaſtation; com- 


mon ſafety therefore made it neceſſary to hunt it back to its 


retreat, and if poſſible to hedge it in, fo as to ſeoure ourſelves 

and its neighbours from future attack or encroachment. 
When the United States of America adopted'a republican 

form of government, not incompatible with the ſafety of other 

| ſtates, we did not interfere; it was evident, that the happineſs 
and ſecurity. of thoſe who were to live under it had been eon- 


ſulted, and the tranquillity of other nations was not likely to 


be diſturbed by it. When that great man, who now fo ably 
and with ſo much temper and wiſdom guided the helm of the 


American government, ſhould be loſt to the world, it was im- 


poſſible to foreſee into what anarchy and confuſion that re- 
public might not fall; but much as every friend to America 
might lament the circumſtance, it could not be the wiſh or the 
right of this country tointerfere, ſo long as nothing happened that 
made the interpoſition of Great Britain unavoidable in her own 
defence. He for one was, and always had been, extremely 
deſirous of peace, whenever it could be made with ſafety and 
with honour; but he ſaw no probability in the proſpect, thax 
a propoſition ſo general and indefinite as that of the Noble Earl 
could! anſwer, the deſireable purpoſe of accelerating peace: 
And therefore as he would not negative, what, conſidered as 


an abſtract propoſition, he did not mean to deny, yet on the 


ground of its inexpediency he would meet it either by mov- 
ing the previous queſtion, or What had been deemed more pro- 
perly a previous queſtion, moving to adjourn. His Lordſhip 
_ accordingly. moved, That the Houſe do now adjaur ns 

Lord Auckland ſaid, that in order to decide how far the mo- 
tion of the Noble-Earl had a claim to be received and adopted 
by their Lordſhips, the mind was naturally led to examine the 
5 Faint public affairs, under which ſuch a queſtion was 

| brought forwards, It had been his wiſh to have entered into 


this examination on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, but he had given 


way to others till he thought it too late to offer himſelf to the 


exhauſted attention of the Houſe, Conſidering the part which 
he had taken in the commencement of the war, and that hu 
had been perſonally much converſant in the opening of the 
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ſcenes which now aſſlict and appall mankind, he ſhould think 
a farther ſilence unmanly and un becoming. 
He felt, however, that he was entering into a diſcuſſion of. 
great extent and difficulty, in which it would be neceſſary for 
him to ſtate many painful truths, which undoubtedly had 
paſſed through the minds of many men, but which no man 
had yet attempted to bring openly into one point of view. 
He begged leave to premiſe, that he had now been ſeparated 
near a year from all official, duties,. and during the latter part 
of that period, from all official communications. He would 
be underſtood however to mention this, not for the purpoſe of 
withdrawing himſelf from any ſhare in the embarraſſment of 
the moment: He was willing to meet the whole reſponſibility 
before God and man, as far as he could be involved in it by 
an adherence to opinions which he conceived to be well found- 
ed: Still leſs had he the vanity to inſinuate that he could have 
given better advice than had been followed: He mentioned 
it, becauſe it relieved him from thoſe reſerves which naturally 
and properly attach on every man who is to ſpeak on public 
affairs after having recently quitted a long career of public 
He had paſſed the period, to which he alluded, in retire» - . 
| ment, and had taken no concern in the events of the war be- 
ond the general intereſt which had compelled him to advert 
to the current and progreſs of our calamities. The accumu- 
lation of thoſe calamities had been without intermiſſion or 
reſpite, and (contrary to the varied character of all other wars) 
without any incident of a proſperous kind to diverſify the 
ſcene, or to alleviate the ſentiments excited. At leaſt it had , 
been no alleviation to his mind, that our enemies, though. tri. 


umphant abroad, were ng 
It was indeed true, that, in the ſeven months of which he was 


5 TS 


- and conſiſtently with religious ſubmiſſion, he might be per- 
mitted to inquire how far it had been brought about by the | 


operation of natural and human cauſes. 
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| Whilſt our enemies were diſregarding the main column of 


the allied armies, ſupported as it was by a chain of ſtrong 


places, extending from ru to Landrecies; whilſt, con- : 


 rrary to all the rules of war and of prudence, they were riſquing 

an attack on each flank of that column; whilſt they were try- 
ing wy thing and hazarding every thing; the conduct of a 
principal part of our allies was of a very different deſcription: 
He would fay nothing of its good faith, its morality, or its 
wiſdom ; he would only obferve, that the alliance alluded to 


had not been merely uſeleſs ; it had been poſitively prejudicial 


to us; it had led us to miſcalculate our means; and our ſup- 
poſed ſtrength became worſe than a known and real weakneſs. 
Lord Auckland added, that it was a queſtion open to contro- 
verſy, but he thought he could ſhew and prove, to any unpre- 
judiced mind, that it was much leſs the force of the enemy 
(what the Noble Earl had been pleaſed to call “ Republican 
energy and virtue”), than the disjointed, ill-combined, and diſ- 
cordant conduct of the allies, which had brought us to our pre- 
ſent poſition. He would paſs over the details which had led to 


that poſition; unhappily they were too well known. He would 


come to the predicament of the day, in which the public opi- 
nion ſeems to be balanced between two doubts; the doubt whe- 
ther the war can be proſecuted with any hope of ſucceſs ; and 
the doubt whether any meaſure can be adopted towards attain- 
ing a pacification. CN Et Eats 
That theſe kingdoms ſhould have fallen into ſuch a ere, 
he would confeſs he had not expected; and yet it might be in 
the recollection of many, that his ſpeeches on the ſubject had 


never been ſanguine; he had repeatedly ſtated in that Houſe 


the diſadvantages and danger of contending with a populous 
nation of enemies, who had abandoned every reſtraint of law, 
benevolence, and religion, to which, he truſted, Great Britain 
would ever adhere; and who had rejected all the received no- 
tions of public faith 4nd private property; and who, convert- 
ing themſelves into an armed democracy, had declared war 
7; Saint! mankind. Still he had not foreſeen the unbounded 
ucceſs of their arms; he might add, that he was not more 
aſtoniſhed by that ſucceſs, than the nameleſs leaders of the vic- 
torious armies confeſs themſelves to have been; and he might 
appeal for the truth of his aſſertion to the printed bulletin'sf 
the Convention. Nothing leſs than ſuch ſucceſs could have 


i, 


kept together the popular maſs, which muſt otherwiſe have 


fallen to pieces under its own weight and prefſure. eG. 
The fa reſult is, that Europe is now — — baſis: 
The ſouthern kingdoms of the continent are feebly ſtruggling 
do maintain a defenſive war; and fometimey ſeem likely to be 
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ever-run and ſubverted, or at leaſt to be reduced to ſome treaty 
as fatal, perhaps, as ſubmiſhon to conqueſt. The late Auf- 
trian Netherlands are beceme part of France: And the inde- 
pendence of Holland, the protection of which had been an 
original and primary object of the war—that-independence 
which we were bound by every conſideration of national inte- 
reſt, and national honour, to reſtore and ſupport—that inde- 
pendence was in extreme danger, perhaps within a very ſhort 
Leave of time it would be loſt. Such an event, grievous to us 
as it might be, was not more improbable! than many events 
which had lately taken place; nor, in his opinion, would its 
miſchiefs be materially palliated or qualified, by the fort of 
_ negotiation deſcribed in the King's Speech. He now entreated 
their Lordſhips to carry their views to more diſtant ſcenes; 
the fituation of the Weſt India Iſlands was become anxious and 
even urgent: And the infernal policy of arming the inhabit- 
ants in a maſs had been attempted to be extended to the ne- 
groes. If we next look to the comparative ſtate of our naval 
power, we ſhall ſee, it is true, a larger and mote efficient force 
than Great Britain ever poſſeſſed in the ſecond year of any war. 
Ihe number of ſhips of the line in commiſſion (independent 
of guardſhips) were ſixty, on the iſt of January 1759; ſe- 
venty- ſive on the 1ſt of January 17793 and eighty-nine on 


| the 1it of January 1795. - He ſtated this circumſtance from a 


defire to render juſtice to the efforts. of the Admiralty, at a 
moment when it was become the faſhion to diſparage them. 
On the other hand, he was unable to ſhut his eyes againſt the 
| formidable and increaſing navy of the enemy; nor could he 
conceal from himſelf the poſſibility that the French naval force 
might ſoon derive new ſtrength from an acceſſion of Dutch naval 
| ftores, Dutch ſeamen, Dutch ſhips of war, and Dutch ports. 
The conſequences to be apprehended, both in a naval and com- 
- mercial point of view, from this ſtate of Europe, of the Colo- 
mes, and of the maritime force, were unneceflary to be farther 
ee he wiſhed 3 ſhew, that he was _ _—_ | 
he exiſting emergency, in forming a judgment on the queſtion 
which had been and might be brought ſorwards. t 
Under theſe cireumſtances (and he withed neither to aggra- 
vate nor to palliate them), with the proſpect of farther misfor- 
tunes, and with no immediate hope of farther aid, their Lord- 
ſhips were called upon to decide, whether it would be wiſe to 
eome ferwatd with overtures for peace, and particularly, 
6 Whether it would be expedient to declare, that this country 
will got interfere in the internal affairs of France?” 
- Ke would meet this propoſition by aſſuming, that it was 
fairly and carneſtly intended to facilitate and ee, 
fx. 6 1 RG Eo eines 
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fication, compatible with the honour, ſecurity, and intereſts 
of theſe kingdoms. In order to decide how far it was really 
calculated for purpoſes. ſo eſſential, having given a general 
ſtatement of our actual poſition, he would next conſider th 
object to which we are directing our ſteps: It would at leaſt 
be prudent to do this before we decide as to the means of ar- 
riving at that object. 1 | 
When we were forced to engage in this arduous ſtruggle, he 
had fully concurred with his Majeſty's miniſters in opinion, 
that this country had a juſt pretenſion to proſecute the war, 
not till ſhe ſhould obtain, but for the purpoſe of obtaining, 
indemnity for the paſt, as well as ſecurity for the future. 
It was evident, however, that this claim of indemnity was 
liable to be qualified and ſuſpended, or even renounced, ac- 
cording to contingencies and circumſtances, and the fate of the 
war. With reſpect to the other conſideration, he ſtill thought 
that it was the duty of the King's government, becauſe it was 
the eſſential intereſt of the kingdom, to proſecute the conteſt, 
till a peace ſhall be accompliſhed which may be ſecure and pro- 
miſe permanency. _ e SD 
The queſtion of national ſecurity, in framing a pacification, 
was one of thoſe which in all preliminary debates ſhould be 
left generally and indefinitely. It could not, without mifchief, 
de reduced to ſpecific terms and conditions in that Houſe ; its 
firſt arrangements muſt neceſſarily be confided to the preroga- 
tive of the crown and the reſponſibility of miniſters. _ 
As far as general expreſſions can go, he thought the line of 
pacification well deſcribed at the opening of the laſt ſeſſion by 
a Noble Earl (Guildford), who moved, as an Amendment to 
the Addreſs-which he (Lord Auckland) had ſeconded, © That 
his Majeſty ſhould ſeize the earlieſt opportunity to conclude 
a peace, by which the permanent ſafety of his ſubjects, and 
the independence and ſecurity of Europe, may be provided 
for.“ He had thought that Amendment objectionable only 
becauſe it was ſuperfluous, and becauſe it ſeemed to preſcribe 
to his Majeſty's miniſters a line of duty which he was ſure 
would never eſcape their recollection, amidſt the multiplied 
cares and anxieties of the war. The Amendment itſelf contained 
ſolid ſenſe, and a principle of juſt and wiſe policy reſpecting 
the independence of Europe, which, he truſted, we never. 
ſhould be reduced to abandon. _ | 1 
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| Lord Auckland proceeded to ſtate, that he never had ob- 
jected, and never would object, to any pacific propoſition, 
ſolely on the -ground of its tendency to an acknowledgment 
of the republican form of government which had been intro- 
duced into France, It was with — that he ſhould ever 


Vol, I. con- 
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conſent to ſuch an acknowledgment; but he had always 
thought it a poſſible event; at preſent it was more than poſli- 


ble. The war was not made to prevent France from giving to 


herſelf the conſtitution that ſhe may, prefer; but to prevent 
her from giving to Great Britain, and to her allies, all the 
wretchedneſs and horrors of a wild democracy, The Noble 
Earl had ſtated, that the Convention had lately renounced the 
intolerant and malignant principle to which he alluded; but 
the decree which the Noble Earl had cited to prove this, was 
only a proviſional clauſe of a conſtitution not yet in force; let 
the doctrine of that decree be firmly and unequivocally eſta- 
bliſhed, and he was ready, on his part, to ſay, that he never 
would interrupt France in her political plans and arrangements 
at home, which ſhe Mage multiply and change as often as ſhe 
probably would do, before the could arrive at any ſemblance 
of tranquillity, „%%% ¶ ͤũ 3 55 
Lord Auckland added, that in the eyentual acknowledg- 
ment of the French Republic, he ſhquld greatly deplore the 
diſperſion and irretrievable ruin of many illuſtrious ſamilies 
and excellent individuals, involved in the abolition or conti- 
nued ſuſpenſion of the French monarchy. With this ſentiment, 
and ſo long as the war may laſt, he ſhould think it a fair pre- 
tenſion to direct our efforts to the reſtoration of the monarchy; _ 
and this was the more juſt, becauſe to him it was evident that 
a re-eſtabliſhed monarchy would give to Europe the beſt ſecu- 
rity for a permanent peace. In the mean time, he never had 
underſtood, and never would allow, that this country could 
pledge her good faith, rather to bury herſelf under the ruins of 
Europe, than to acknowledge the French Republic. | 
He had already intimated, that it was eligible to leave to mi- 
niſters a full diſcretion in the arrangements and conceſſions to 
be made towards obtaining a ſafe paciſication. The unpro- 
voked manner in which war was declared againſt us, certainly 
gave us a juſt title to indemnity, if we could acquire and main- 
tain it; but that indemnity would ceaſe to deſerve the name, 
if it were to conſiſt in new poſſeſſions to ourſelves, whilſt our 
neighbours and allies were to be deprived both of their terri- 
tory and their independence. | 2 Oo HR 8 
It had often been a leſſon which Providence had in vain 
ven to mankind, that the bloodieſt and moſt expenſive wars 
ould end as they began, without any valuable. acquiſition to 
either party, and ſometimes on the ſtrict principle of the t 
quo. This was a hard meaſure towards the party which had not 
been the aggreſſor, and therefore he ſincercly hoped that it 
would not be our lot in the cloſe of the preſent war. He did 
not mean by theſe remarks to diſparage the value of our con- 
| | 68 ER queſts; 
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_ queſts ; he was well aware of their importance, both to our 
commerce and navigation. It was the duty of his Majeſty's 
__ miniſters, on the one hand, to give up nothing improvidently 
or unneceſſarily; on the other hand, they would recollect that 
in the great conſideration of future peace, proſperity, and ſe- 
curity, the mdependence'of neighbouring ſtates might be more 
important to us than any aggrandiſement of po os, 1 
What were the deductions from what he had thus ſtated? 
He had not commenced the war for any unreaſonable, unjuſt; 
or wild object; he was not proſecuting the war to gratify an 
obſtinacy of opinion; he was defirous of peace, if it were ac- 
companied by any hope of ſecurity and permanency: But he 
did not think it either wiſe, or honourable, or neceſſary, to 
expreſs a deſpondency which we had yet no cauſe to feel; to 
_ crouch with a timid precipitancy; and to throw ourſelves at 
the feet of an unprincipled and malignant enemy. He did not {ne 
think that, in the preſent circumſtances, any negotiation could = 
be opened, or any treaty concluded, which would not be more 113 
dangerous than a continuance of the war with all its diffi- 
cul 2 DEBS OT, oo gs 265 | 
If our condition were ſo deplorable, as ſome affect to think 
it, the ſuppoſition that France would make peace with us was 
a groſs abſurdity ; on the other hand, if we ftill poſſeſs the 
means and refources, which he believed us to poſſeſs, we ought - 
not yet to make peace with her. 35 
Again, 1 
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if it be true, as ſome have urged, that France is ex- 
hauſted and ſinking into a ſtate of inability, it is our duty and 
our intereſt not to give peace to her, till the independence of 
Europe is replaced and aſcertained: On the other hand, if her 
condition is as vigorous, and full of reſources, as the Noble 
Earl and others are pleaſed to contend it to be, ſhe will nat 
make peace with us; and we have no ſafety, nor hope of ſafety, 
but in a great and deſperate effort Thus, in every point of 
view, with a reference to the means and reſources of either 
country, it was his opinion that, in the preſent circumſtances, 
we have no alternative but in firmneſs; and in the preceꝑt of 
the ſteerſman, alluded to by a Noble Marquis (Lanſdown) 
in a former debate “ Steady! ſteadÿjy ? / 

W iith reſpect to the paſt conduct of the war, or its future 
direction and plans, thoſe were conſiderations which he did 
not at preſent mean to touch. 46 3 | 
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In examining our poſition and proſpects, he had been ſoli- 
citous to avoid two extremes the extreme of thoſe who ſeem - 

to think that peace may be had at any moment, and who talk 

ol it as if they had the treaty already prepared and in their 
. FF pockets; 
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pockets 3 and the extreme of thoſe who think that peace is 

utterly unattainable. VVV . 
He was far from adopting the firſt of thoſe opinions. The 

preſent leaders of the French Republic were certainly leſs 


abandoned in principle, and leſs ferocious in manners, than 


the 107 monſters who were brought to the ſcaffold on the 28th 
of July. But they might naturally be elated by their ſucceſſes ; 
they might have, or might ſuppoſe that they have, an intereſt 


in prolonging the war; they might think it dangerous to bring 
back into France their own victorious armies ;z they might 


perſuade themſelves that England has much to loſe, whilſt they 


have nothing that can be taken, on which they place any va- 
lue. In a word, their ſyſtem might be {what their conven- 


ventional debates proclaim it to be), farther conqueſt; and not 


peace. 8 


On the other hand, he could not admit implicitly the ſecond 


of thoſe opinions. It might be contrary to the individual in- 


tereſt of the leaders of the day in France to make peace; but 
it has been ſeen that they are leaders only of a day. It muſt be 


the intereſt, it muſt be the wiſh of the people at large to be 


_ reſtored to tranquillity. EE hn ð̊ĩ ge 8 

The fermentations of a great country may be violent for a 
time; but ſuch a ſtate is not natural to the human mind, and 
ought not to be conſidered as permanent. In public as well as 
in private life, a wiſe man will take his precautions, as far as 
circumſtances will allow, againſt calamities, however improba- 


ble; but the general line of his conduct will be directed by his 


eſtimate of probabilities. And though it is a characteriſtic of 


the preſent age, that few events happen according to reaſonable 
calculations, that is no ground for not continuing to calculate, 


and to act on the deductions of common ſenſe and the experi- 


_ ence of ages. France requires repoſe 3 her inhabitants in 
general with it; all their habits and connexions, and deareſt 
intereſts of life require it. Their finances are ſtretched to the 
utmoſt: Their population requires peace their agriculture, 
commerce, manufactures, and ſubſiſtence, require it. 


In ſaying that the French finances were ſtretched to the ut? 
moſt, he delired not to be underſtood to draw any flattering 
or concluſive reaſonings from the imperfect details which were 


received of the reſources and means of the enemy. He had 
feen in their laſt ſtatements, that they cannot reduce their ex- 
pences to leſs than twelye millions ſterling per month; and 
that the aſſignats in circulation amount to two hundred and 
forty millions ſterling ; a ſum ſeven times as large as the whole 


Circulation of coin within this rich and commercial kingdom, 


— 
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He was alſo aware that they had.no public revenue, except 
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what was drawn from private oppreſſion and robbery ; for the 5 
ſyſtem of French taxation, which the Noble Earl had deſcribed, 14 
certainly deſerved no other name. Nor could any conſidera- io. 
ble reſource be expected from the further plunder of the 1 
churches, of which others might ſpeak with complacency, ji 


but which he mult ever regard with indignation and abhor- 
rence. | ak ods e 
He was nevertheleſs ſenſible, that the revolutionary go- 
vernment might overleap difficulties which would overwhelm 
any other civil eſtabliſhment. On this point, alſo, he was de- 
ſirous to avoid extremes—the extreme of thoſe, who, on 
the one hand, conſider the French reſources as exhauſted ; and 
the extreme of rhoſe, who, on the other hand, affert that the 
French reſources are inexhauſtible. It was evident that the 
reſources in queſtion were unſound and unnatural ; they were 
ſtretched beyond what any other nation would bear; but he 
did not know that they were yet ſtretched beyond the hearings 
of thoſe unhappy men who are the ſubject of that anarchical 
deſpotiſm which is called the French Republic. We had ſeen 
their perſeverance, and were ſuffering under it; we had ſeen 
that in the paroxyſms of their domeſtic conteſts, they could 
redouble their exertions in their foreign wars; their armies 
had fought with unabated activity; indifferent under what go- 
vernment, under what faction, under what general. It was con- 
tradictory to all the inferences of common ſenſe, that fuch a 


FE 
Ty 
x — 
x 
— 2 — 


1 
o 


— os 
— 
* - © Lav 
* 2 


— 2 — 
S es 

— 8 . 
—— 


1.0 


ſyſtem could have ſubſiſted during five years; but we are not 
to infer, from that circumſtance, that it will continue to ſub- 1 
ſiſt. Reaſon muſt and will at laſt prevail: The eſſential con- | WT. 
| fideration then would be, whether we can in the mean time Bd : 0 
ſave ourſelves from the ruin which is overwhelming ſo many 1 
other b . 8 id = Rs 
Let the impoſſibility of maintaining the conteſt be demon- "X87 
ſtrated, and he would acknowledge that the moment was come Wb 
: for 1 8 OT, r 


«© Oremus pacem, et dextras tendamus inermes !” 
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But, thank God, that was not the caſe 5 and till it was, we 
could not doubt, that, whilſt the revolutionary doctrines con- 
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tinue, and profeſs to aim at the deſtruction of our conſtitu- I 
tion, every exertion ſhould be made that may ultimately ſup- 1 

preſs them. In this ſenſe, and in this only, he would inter- 1 
fere with the French Government, and their internal affairs. 5 
Their laws reſpecting commerce and finance might be the re- 1 
veries of madmen; ba whether the inhabitants acquieſce in „ 


ſuch laws, or rebel againſt them, he could wait their deciſion 


* 
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perhaps with curioſity, but certainly without interference. 
They might glory in their robberies and murders; but, though 
he would not give refuge to the robbers and murderers, and 
though in a moral and religious ſenſe it might be beneficial to 
mankind, that ſuch of them as have not yet expiated their 
crimes by each others hands, ſhould ſuffer puniſhment in this 
world; he would not draw the {word to bring them to juſtice. _ 
They might proclaim themſelves atheiſts, but he would never 
ſtep forwards to preſcribe a religion to them. So long, how- 
ever, as they inſiſt on extending their code of rapine, blood, 
and irreligion, to the eſtabliſhment under which he lived, he 
ſhould feel that he owed it to his country, to his ſovereign, to 
himſelf, and to his poſterity, to reſiſt them even to death. In 
| ſhort, he never would conſent to acknowledge the French Re- 
public as founded on principles of unqualitied and univerſal 
equality, and on what has been abſurdly called the imprefcrip- 
tible rights of man, At the fame time, if all the collateral 
objects of the war were adjuſted, he might be induced to ac- 
knowledge the republican form of government, or any form 
whatever, which France or any other country might inſtitute 
for her own interior purpoſes ; and ſubject to this explana- 
tion, he proteſted againit any wiſh or intention, paſt, pre- 
fent, or future, to interfere in the internal affairs of France. 
_ Under all theſe conſiderations, affecting, mortifying, and 
alarming as our poſition. in many points of view might ap- 
pear, he was of opinion that a ſecure paciſication could be 
attainable only through that firmneſs and energy of conduct 
which the King's Speech had recommended at the opening of 
the ſeſhon, through a wiſe application of the means to be em- 
ployed, and through the effects which time may produce. 
He aſſerted that the war had been inevitable; and perhaps 
no individual now living knew more of its origin, or had de- 
precated more. earneſtly the exploſion which took place 
on the iſt of February. 1793: He had laboured with heart 
and hand to avert it. He muſt repeat that it was inevitable. 
He believed that peace was now impracticable. In a word, he 
ſaw no alternative, but in that ſteadineſs of national courage 
which may produce a ſafe and honourable peace. Holland 


may be loſt; Spain may be loſt; France might gain acceſs 


10 all the ports of Europe, from the borders of the Baltic to 
the lines of Gibraltar; ſtill he could not forget that Great 
Britain has heretofore coped with her, aided as ſhe was by 
Spain. and by Holland, and by other countries. 


He would conclude by remarking, that whatever ſentiments 
or. reflections his ſpeech might ſuggelt to their Lordſhips, 
they, would at leaſt give him credit for a good intention. 5 | 
3 | L Pn” eicher 
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neither had nor could have any intereſt” in this world which 
could preſs more cloſely on his feelings, as a Peer of Parlia- 
ment, and as a domeſtie, moral, and religious man, than to 
contribute, under the protection of Heaven, to extricate his 
country with ſafety and honour from the preſent emergency. 
It only remained for him to offer his thanks to their Lordſhips 
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ſor their patient attention,” | e | . 85 i 
The Earl of Scarborough roſe next, and in a very low tone of h 
voice delivered his opinion with reſpect to the motion. It was 5 A 
ſcarcely poſſible for any perſon, at a nal diſtance, to hear two of ___ = ) 
his Lordſhip's ſentences clearly; it is idle, therefore, to attempt Hl 1 
to report his argument completely. He began with alluding [46.08 
to the debate on the ſirſt day of the ſeſhon, ſpoke of the great RE 
alarm under the impreſſion of which he came down to the _ 
Houſe, and ſaid, he had hitened to the debates with all the 
attention in his power, and thought the part the Houſe had 1 
after due deliberation adopted, was the moſt wiſe to be pur- i [ 
ſued, under the preſſure of ſuch a variety of critical and ardu- wt 1 
ouFcircumſtances. He complimented Lord Stanhope on his | 5 
good intentions, his perſonal virtue, and the candid and fair = 160 
reaſoning with which he had ſupported his propoſition. He e 
ſaid, he well knew that his meaning and intention were pure, l 
and his purpoſe to do what he thought right at all hazards; 1 
Fat juſtitia ruat cœlum, being his principle, But he ſaw grounds, 1 
and thoſe ſtrong grounds of objection to the coming into 0 
iuch a propoſition at preſent. He admitted that, as a general 
maxim applied to ordinary occaſions, it was unjuſt for one eoun- 1 
try to interfere with the internal affairs or government of another RAPD 
nation; but when it was matter of notoriety that the foreign 00G 
nation was making it an effential principte ot her government to 13 
endanger the ſafety of the government of another country, # 
that country was undoubtedly juttified, on motives of ſelf- 1 44 
defence, ſo to interfere and, upon the impulſe of this feeling, WY 4 
he had laſt year thought the Noble Earl with the green ribband a! 
(Lord Mansfield) perfectly warranted in that poſition, re- 75 1 
ſpecting. which the Noble Earl had thought it neceffary 17 


to bring forward a diſtinct motion, and call for its {pecifie 
diſcuſſion. He alluded to the advifing this country at any 
expence to promote an internal commotion in France, if a 
conſiderable body of the inhabitants were known to be adverſe 
to the exiſting government. For a time, he declared he 
thought ſuch a practice not only juſtifiable but expedient. 
Among other reaſons for objecting to the motion then before 
their Lordſhips, the Earl Rated, that he thought it would not 
anſwer the end propoſed. ee ee c 


T he 
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The Earl of Mam faid, that having been alluded to by 
the Noble Earl who had juſt ſat down, he thought it neceſſary 
to take up a few minutes of their Lordſhips time, but would 
promiſe to confine himſelf ſtrictly to the queſtion, in order 
to avoid going into length. He was ready to agree with the 
Noble Earl who made the motion, that nothing could be wiſe 
that was not juſt; no man could deny that as ageneral princi- 
ple, but much depended: on the application of it, Gnce it was 
evident to the moſt ordinary underſt dings, that what might 
be juſt under ſome circumſtances, might be highly unjuſt un- 


der others of a contrary nature, and ſo vice verſa. Upon that 


diſtinction reſted all the difference of opinion reſpecting the 
propriety and expediency of adopting the propoſition moved by 
the Noble Earl that day, or of avoiding the preſent recognition 

of it. In the courſe of his argument, the Noble Earl had con- 
tended, that our interference with the internal afairs of France 
was not only unjuſt, but contrary to the law of nations: 80 


far from this being the caſe, he utterly denied that it was un- „ 


juſt, and he would venture to aſſert, that no writer on the 
law of nations countenanced the doctrines of the right of 
interference of one country with the government of another, 
to the extent to which the Noble Earl had argued it. As to 


what he had ſaid laſt year upon the ſubject, which had ſo pecu - | 


liarly challenged the animadverfion of the Noble Mover of the 
preſent queſtion, in the manner referred to by the Noble Earl 
who ſpoke laſt, he had not the ſmalleſt objection to reſtate his 
declaration, and the more eſpecially as it was immediately 
connected with the preſent queſtion. He had faid, that if it 
were aſcertained that there was a conſiderable body of people 
in France, who, attached by old prejudices to monarchy, were 
_ adverſe to the exiſting rulers, and the ſyſtem of tyranny under 
which they groaned, and were ready to take up arms to over- 
turn that ſyſtem, it would be well worth the while of this 
country, at almoſt any expence, to aſſiſt the efforts made by 
ſuch a body of people. That had been his ſentiment laſt year, 
it continued ſtill to be immoveably fixed in his mind, and he 
had not the ſmalleſt doubt that the ſentiment would go with 
him to the grave. - „ 
As there were obviouſly two parties in France; the one 
contending for the power of arbitrary rule, the other making 
every poſſible effort to put an end to that intolerable tyranny 
and grinding oppreſſion, the certain conſequence of anarchy 
and confuſion, to aſſiſt the latter was not only an act virtuous 
and laudable in itſelf, but beneficial to France, and highly ſer- 


viceable to Europe at large. 
4 | LT le 
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He diſclaimed any deſire to dictate a particular form of go- 


vernment to France, nor had that been the object of the war; 


but he muſt infiſt on the policy of this country's interfering ” 
in the internal affairs of France to the extent that he had de- 


ſeribed, in a war, the great and neceſſary aim of which was te 
provide for our own ſecurit x. 2927 


The Earl ſaid, he could not better illuſtrate his meaning, | 


than by putting this caſe to their Lordhips : If one man met 

another. with an uplifted dagger in his hand, which he told 
him he was determined to plunge in his boſom, ought the 
man ſo forewarned of his danger to endeavour to wreſt the 
dagger out of the afſaſſin's hand; or to wait patiently and ſuf- 
fer the latter to accompliſh his threat, and put an end to his 
_ exiſtence? Would a ſingle individual ſtand forward, and 
openly maintain that a doubt could for a moment exiſt, how 
the queſtion ought to be reſolved ? As little doubt, he con- 
ceived, could be entertained by any rational being, in regard 


to the conduct, which, after the decree of the Convention of 


the 39th of November, it became the immediate and the indiſ- 
penſible duty of this country to purſue. There was but one 
courſe for a great and free nation to take, and that, in his opi- 
nion, his Majeſty's miniſters had happily choſen. The 
Noble Earl, who had begun the debate, amidſt all his elabo- 
rate eulogiums on the fortunate conſequences of the revolution 
to the French, the very reverſe of which, were it neceſſary, 
he flattered himſelf, he could eaſily prove, had thought proper 
to give the preſent violent democracy of France the name of 
a republic ; ſo little did it deſerve that reſpectable title, that 
he could not but conſider the terming it a republic a ſlander on 
every real republic; and in like manner to talk of the freedom 
ol the Frenck, was to libel the name of liberty, and indirectly 
to calumniate the independence, ſecurity, happineſs, and com- 
fort, enjoyed by Britiſh ſubjects, in reſpect to their perſons, 
their property, and their religion, under the truly free govern» 
ment of our own country. That the right of one country to 
interfere with the internal affairs or government of another, 
where either, if unreſtrained, were likely to produce conſe- 
quences miſchievous to itſelf, and other ſtates, was no new 
maxim in politics z but that, on the contrary, it had been ret᷑og- 
nized and acted on in all times, ancient and modern, might be 
ſeen in one inſtance by areference to that hiſtorian, whoſe work 
was fraught with ſo much valuable information, that ic might 
well be termed a rich mine of valuable hiſtorical knowledge. 
Ia that book, in the account. given of the wars of Sparta and 
Athens, it was ſtated, that, as often as each got poſſeſſion of 
the ſmall towns belonging to the other, the Spartans. being 
Ven. VTV ariſto- 
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artffocratic, and the Athenians democratic, they took care to 
infuſe their reſpective principles into their new ſubjects, 


In the memorable inſtance of our uniting with Henry IV. 


of France, who blamed Queen Elizabeth for her interference 
with the internal affairs of France? So in an inſtance that 
occurred in more modern times, the famous war in Germany 
that preceded the treaty of Weſtphalia, and by way of diſtinc- | 


tion was called the thirty years war, the hiſtory of which it 
was formerly thought neceſſary that every diplomatic cha- 


racer ſhould make himſelf maſter of, and which a friend at 


Ratiſbon adviſed him to read, but as it conſiſted of eight large 
volumes folio, he owned he had not entirely read; would 
any man acquainted with hiſtory contend that in that thirty 
years war the internal regulation of the governments of Ger- 
many had not been interfered with? In the wars of the 
Grand Alliance, which the Noble Earl would not ſurely diſ- 


parage, and alſo in the wa? of the Succeſhon, was not the in- 


ternal government and conſtitution of Spain interfered with; 
and was it forgotten that it was an article in the treaty of 
Utrecht (a treaty in which he avowed there was much that 
was exceptionable), that the King of France ſhould never be 


allowed to wear the crown of Spain, if it were poſlible to pre- 


vent it? So wiſe and ſound a policy was it to keep any one 
Rate in Europe from becoming, by the acceſhion of .inordinate 
and overbearing power, fo much more formidable. than its 
neighbours, that he truſted if the two crowns of France and 
Spain were in theſe our times to be in danger of being united, 
there was not a Noble Lord in the Houſe, who would not ſay 
that it would be the intereſt of this country to make war im- 
mediately, or take any other means to prevent a junction, 


which threatened to prove ſo fatal to the tranquillity and ſafety 


of Europe. But to mention laſt of all a ſtill more recent 
inſtance within the recollection of all who heard him, viz. 
our conduct in 1787, when this country had the good fortune 
to preſerve the independence of Holland, by reſcuing her out 
of the hands of France, an event, which was ſo loudly ap- 
proved of and applauded by men of all parties in this king- 
dom—did not we ourſelves interfere with the internal go- 
vernment of Holland? Having ſtated theſe Rong inCances | 
| | | 0 


Had not his Lordſhip been mindful of his promiſe not to go into 


length, and anxious to adhere to it, he would ſcarcely have failed, we pre- 


ſume, to have mentioned the memorable inſtance of the war of Sweden 
and Denmark, in which there was an avowed interference of one country 
with the internal affairs of the other, or the ſtill more memorable one, 


xnd more important inſtance to Engliſhmen, becauſe it muſt be dear t the 


recol- 
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of its having at all periods been deemed expedient and war- 
rantable for one country to interfere with the government of 
another, when it was obvious that ſomething injurious either 


to its intereſts or ſafety was meditated or ayowed, his Lordſhip 


took notice of the two violently oppofite and contradictory ar- 
guments, which the Noble Earl had inſiſted on in reſpect to 
the value of the French aſſignats laſt year and at that day. Laſt 
year he had laid ſtreſs on the aſſignats being at par, and con- 
fidently afferted their ſuperiority over a Britiſh guinea or bank 
note, ſtating it as an irrefragable proof of the high credit and 
 powerſul reſources of the French. In the courſe of that day, 
he had taken another and a very different ground; he had in- 
ſiſted that the ſame reſult was to be collected from a circum- 


{tance of a diametrically oppoſite nature.“ You fay that aſ- 


ſignats are at 75 per cent. diſcount, I allow it, ſays the Noble 
Tarl, and Itake that for my criterion of the ſtill increaſing re- 
Tources of France.” It was rather more than could be ex- 
pected for the Noble Earl to imagine that thoſe who main- 
tained a difference of opinion could ſuffer him, without no- 
ticing ſo extraordinary and fo dexterous a mode of reaſoning, 
to avail himſelf of the arguments each way; but as he had choſen 

to amuſe their Lordſhips that evening with puſhing the poſition 


he had maintained to a ſtill greater extent, and to aſſert that the 


more aſſignats were depreciated in value, the more ad- 


vantageous it would be to the French government, Lord Man- 


field ſaid, he would only remark that it put him in mind of a 


whimſical rant in one of Dryden's plays—a Lover ſpeaking of 


his paſſion and deſpair ſays, | 
3 *« My wound is great, becauſe it is ſo /mall.” 
On hearing which, the witty Duke of Buckingham replied, 
7 *twould be greater, were it not at all.” | 
The Marquis of Lanſdown ſaid, he did not intend either to 
defend or object to the motion, not meaning to enter into all the 
arguments to which the queſtion was liable, at that time, be- 


cauſe he knew that Noble Lords neither expected nor came 


down prepared for a long debate, and that conſequently they 
wiſhed not to be detained. For thefe reaſons he would not 
take up their attention for any vaſt length of time. He pro- 
feſſed himſelf happy on this occaſion to find the temper of the 


recollection of every Britiſh ſubjeR, the interference of the Dutch with the 
government of this country, and the landing of the Prince of Orange in Eng- 
land in the reign of James II. in 1688; an event which occationed the Re- 
volution, from whence we date the permanency of our conſtitution, our 


equal laws, our ſecurity of life and perſon, and all thofe rights and bleſſings 


; which conſtitute true happineſs, and form the baſis of rea freedom. 
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Houſe ſo moderate. It was from calm conſideration and diſ- 
paſſionate debate only, in ſuch arduous and difficult moments 
as the preient, that wiſe counſels could be expected to relult. 
He augured favourably from the fair, manly, liberal, and 


candid declarations of the Noble Lords who had ſeverally de- 


livered their ſentiments, and would take care that nothin 


ſhould fall from him to inflame the paſſions of their Lordſhips, 


orprovoke a departure ſrom the ſober and becoming tone ot ar- 
gument that had governed the debate. He could not, the Marquis 
ſaid, entirely coincide with his Noble Friend in reſpect either 


to his motion or the arguments with which he had ſupported 
it, although be highly applauded his zeal and perſeverance in 
his efforts to facilitate the deſireable object of peace. An ho- 


nourable peace he had always conſidered as the end of all wars, 


moſt anxiouily to be withed for, and every rational means 


ſhould undoubtedly be uſed to accelerate that end; but he 


ſhould have been extremely glad if the Noble Earl, who well 


knew betfore he made his motion that his ſentiments did not 


concur with going to the extent that he did in his politics, 


could have been prevailed on not to have brought forward his 
preſent propoſition, or that ſome of his friends could even then 


induce him to withdraw eit. No man was more convinced of the 


goodnets of the Noble Earl's intentions, or the purity of his 


motives on the preſent occaſion; his virtue and honour were 


too well krown to render any part of his political conduct 


ſubject ro queition or ſuſpicion; but if the preſent motion 


were withdrawn, he truſted that ſome other Noble Lord would 
turn his attention to the ſame ſubject, and bring forward a 
motion with a tendency to peace, ſo digeſted and expreſſed as 


to be more likely to meet with the general concurrence of the 


Hiuſe. The Noble Lords who had ſpoken had argued the 
ſubject fairly and conſiderately, whether he adverted to the ar- 


gument of the Noble Ear! in the blue ribbon (Lord Carliſle), 
who had io truly and candidly explained the motion, or the 
Noble Earl (Lord Scarborough), who had delivered his ſenti- 


ments in ſo weighty a manner, or the Noble Lord in his eye 
(Lord Auckland), who had with great ability expatiated at ſome 


length on the true ſituation of public affairs, the cauſes that 


had produced the effects already known, and the conſequences 
that might probably follow, or to the argument of the Noble 
Earl near him (Lord Mansfield), who had juſt fat down. He 


Bad, the Marquis declared, received infinite ſatisfaction from 
ſo proper and ſo temperate a diſquiſition on the ſtate of the 
country and its concerns. He agreed with what had been ſaid 
in many points, and particularly in refpect to the Noble Earl's 
motion, which in a moral and abſtrac ſenſe was undeniably 


jult, 


* 


juſt, but metaphyſically it might be diſtorted to an improper 
application of it, He could not however give up the prin- 
ciples, Which he had ſtated the other day, but had purpoſely 
_ avoided going into their full extent. Thoſe principles led to 

2 and every thing that led to that object was devoutly to 


- 


miniſters to ſeize the opportunity that offered for making peace; 


and indeed the principal reaſon of his riſing that day, was to . 
call their Lordſhips attention to a paper which he had ſeen in 


the Leyden Gazette, that had been molt inaccurately and per- 
verſeiy tranſlated and given in everyone of the London papers 
—acircumitance the rather to be wondered at, as the true mean- 
ing of the words was ſo plain and obvious, that he who read 
the original would ſcarcely ſuppoſe it poſſible to have been 
miſtaken. In that* paper the. French Convention diſclaimed 
and diſavowed, in the niolt unequivocal and explicit terms, hav- 


ing by any reſolution or decree declared, that they would treat 


only with republics, or ſuch natious as had a republican form 
of government; on the contrary, they ſignified their readineſs 
and inclination to treat with any nation, under whatever form 
of government it might be, and without a deſire to interfere 
with its government. The Marquis ſaid, he wiſhed Great Bri- 
tain had been the firſt to have made ſuch a declaration; and he 
heartily hoped, it would not be the lait to make a proper uſe 
of it. The paper was ably drawn up, and he could not con- 
ſider it, but as an important itep towards the reſtoration of 
tranquillity in Europe. Such an example might ſurely afford 


a ground for miniſters to do the ſame, and the ſooner ſoft words 


and conciliatory language were held by this country the better. 
God knew, hard words had been dealt in too long, and what 
effect had they produced? Harſh words on one fide had called 
forth harſh words from the other, and thus they had aſſiſted 
in generating mutual hatred and inveteracy. The preſent 
ſituation of the country called for conciliation z and though 
he by no means intended to go into a diſcuſſion of the prin- 
ciples of the war, or the conduct of it, he defired miniſters 
to recollect the extraordinary rapidity of events in this ex- 
traordinary conteſt, the quickneſs with which unpleaſant in- 
telligence reached us, the increaſing progreſs of the enemy's 
conqueſts, and the little probability of any ceſſation of their 


ſucceſs, as it was matter of certainty that they were deter- 


_ mined to make a winter campaign in all quarters. On the 


ſubject of making acquiſitions, with a view to indemnity, the 


Marquis ſaid, he coincided perfectly with the Noble Lord 
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e cheriſhed. He mult again and again urge his Majeity's 


(Lord Auckland) who had ſo truly ſtated that the true —_— 
| hoop e of 


27 'WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. - [Los pe. 
ol a nation did not depend ſo much upon its conqueſts with a 
view -to extenſion of territory, as to a true regard to what it 
could hold with ſafety, and without provoking the envy and 
Jealouſy of neighbouring Rates. His own opinion had been 
uniform on this ſubje&, but was never better expreſſed, than 
it was, when long ago delivered in that Houſe by Queen Elj- 
* zabeth, who, in one of her ſpeeches from the throne, ſaid 
to her Parliament, I too can make conqueſts and acqui- 
fitions, but who can tell me, how TI can keep them, or enſure 
to their inhabitants, that happineſs and thoſe bleſſings which 
my own ſubjects enjoy? No, my acquiſition is the inſular 
fituation of my kingdom.“ th EE 
After having ſtated this ſtrong point of Queen Elizabeth's 
ſenſible ſpeech, his Lordſhip put the compariſon of the value 
of Martinique ſet againft the loſs of Holland ; and thence took 
occaſion to point out an error in one of the moſt correct papers 
in London, eſpecially in Parliamentary matters {the Morning 
Chronicle), in which a part of his ſpeech on the firſt day 
of the ſeſſion had been inadvertently miſrepreſented, but 
he was ſure not intentionally, as much of his argument was 
accurately given, and moſt of the points extremely well put. 
The paper in queſtion had ſtated him to have ſaid, that Mar- 
tinique was already loſt : He had ſaid no ſuch thing“: What 
he had ſaid was, that the Weſt India Iſlands were in danger, 
. _ unleſs the French had been as neglectful of them, as we had 
ſhewn ourſelves; his chief dependence for their ſafety reſted 
on the accidental circumſtance of Sir Charles Grey's continuing 
there for their protection. But to complete what he was about 
to ſay upon the ſubject of peace, his opinion was, that if peace 
could be had for the price of a worn-out ifland, like Martinique, 
it would be well worth the purchaſe. _ 5 
The Marquis concluded with ſome general obſervations, re- 
commendatory of what he had profeſſed to be his chief object, 
declaring, that the greateſt bleſſing they could reſtore to their 
country, would be an honourable peace; by which happ 
means, they would avoid all the diſſenſions, horrors, and dif- 
cord, that had diſtracted the kingdom in 19782. | 
Earl Stanhope, in reply, ſaid, he muſt take ſome notice of 
what had fallen from different Noble Lords on the motion, and 
the arguments which he had taken the liberty of urging in ſup- 
port of it. A Noble Lord near him (Lord Auckland) had ad- 
mitted, that he knew more of the origin of the war than moſt 
ot their Lordſhips; he believed that the Noble Lord not only 


* Vide page 31 of this work. NE PSY 
1 | knew 
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knew of the origin of the war, but was, in ſome meaſure, an- 
ſwerable for its commencement. That Noble Lord had ſaid, he 
_ laſt year voted againſt a motion of a Noble Earl (Guildford), but 
agreed with him in ſentiment reſpecting the ſubjeCt ; he had a 
fair ground to hope therefore to ſee him do the reverſe, and that 
he would favour him with his vote in favour of his motion, 
- againſt which he had ſpoken. He declared, he could not agree 
with his Noble Friend, the Noble Marquis, who had ſaid, that all 
the arguments of the Noble Lords who had ſpoken that day, 
were fair and unobjectionable; ſo far from being of that opi- 
nion, he had never heard doctrines more odious and deteſta- 
ble, than he had liſtened tothe Marquis of Lanſdown ſaid 
gently, /ome of them]. His meaning was, ſme of them. He 
owned, he was extremely ſorry to hear the Noble Earl near 
him repeat, as a Miniſter, what he had laſt ſeſſion ſaid, as a 
private Member of Parliament, and perſiſt in his pernicious and 
unwarrantable doQtrine, that it was adviſeable for this country 
to promote a civil war in the interior of France. No country, 
he would ever contend, could have ſuch a right, under any 
circumſtances, but upon pretences flagitious in the higheſt de- 
gree. With regard to what that Noble Earl had ſaid of his ar- 
gument about aſſignats laſt year, and the contrary argument 

that he had maintained that day, all his wit reſpecting | 
55 My wound is great, becaufe it is ſo ſmall, e 
Then twould be greater, were it not at alf; 


— 


he would, nevertheleſs, inſiſt on his argument being irreſiſti- 
ble, and maintain, that each different price of aſſignats, at the 
two different periods, equally ſerved to 2 the truth of his rea- 


ſoning. The Convention had, for wiſe purpoſes, taken care to 
keep them at par when they were iſſued; and, for equally wiſe 
purpoſes, ſuffered them to depreciate, when it became neceſſary 
to take them out of the market. To illuſtrate this, his Lordſhip 
put the caſe of a dealer in copper, iron, or lead, acting upon 
the impulſe of his intereſt with reſpect to his own commodity. 
If the man or merchant knew his buſineſs, he would not over- 
| ſtock the market, becauſe he muſt be aware that the commo- 
dity would fink, would become a drug, and fink in price lo low, 
as to afford him no profit. To avoid ſuch an evil, a cautious 
copper-merchant would take care to deal out the articles of his 
warchouſe, only in ſuch limited quantities, as to keep up and 
maintain their value; and when the market price was at the 
higheſt, let ſome more come by little and little into the mar- 
ket. So. with the aſſignats, it was evident that the French 
Convention had acted yiſely and warily, with a perfect pru- 
dence and proper regard to cauſes and effects. With reſpect 


— 
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. to the decree of the Convention of the 19th of November, 
* which had been ſo much inſiſted on, and, by the induſtry of 
i miniſters, had been ſo loudly noifed in the ears of the Public; 
in fact, no ſuch decree had ever paſſed. [A frong expreſſion of 
1 ſurpriſe from their Lord/hips in general.) He repeated it, that 
1 no fuch decree had ever paſſed; and he was amazed that their 

8 Lordſhips, who had ſuch better means of information within 

their reach, ſhould, as it were by, common conſent, fall into 

and adopt the vulgar error. Literally ſpeaking, the decree fo 
much complained of had never paſſed; but he would tell their 

Lordſhips what did paſs: The French Government had pub- 

liſned a paper and proclamation, to the purport of the matter 

erroneouſly termed a decree of the Convention, and that paper 
or document was addreſſed A tout le Peuple, which was igno- 
x rantly tranflated, by thoſe employed by Engliſh printers to 
iK make verſions from the French, To all People. The Noble 
= *FEarl behind him (Earl Mansfield) underſtood French pretty 
= well, and was familiar with the French language and idiom; 
= he might therefore, he was ſure, with ſafety appeal to that 
= Noble Earl, whether he was not correct in ſaying, that the true 

1 tranſlation of, A tout le Peuple was not, To all People, but To all Na- 
tions, which clearly implied a very oppoſite meaning from that 

_ | which had been put on what was called the decree of the 19th of 
1 | November 1792; though, in fact, ſuch a decree had never paſſed. 

A The falfe tranſlation made all the difference; and thence ſo 
groſs a miſtake, and fo much falſe reaſoning upon it, as had 
obtained in the face of the Public, and to the deluſion of the 
people of this country. His Lordſhip infiſted upon it, that no 
good objection had been brought forward againſt his motion; 
and as to what a Noble Earl had ſaid of the thirty years war in 
Germany, the hiſtory of which he had been adviſe to read, 
although it filled eighty large volumes in folio [Forrected by 
Lord Mansfield, eight volumes]; it was becauſe he did not 
with for another thirty years war, he was anxious for their 
Lordiips to adopt the propoſition which he had ſubmitted to 
them. Many Noble Lords, he obſerved, had argued his mo- 

tion on tne grounds of policy and expediency; they had choſen 
to forget, that he had expreſly reſted it ſolely on grounds of 
Juitice and propriety, declaring moſt explicitly, that he put po- 
licy and expediency out of the queſtion: On the ſtrong. 
. on which he had placed it, he would leave it; and 
o little did he think of the arguments urged in debate 
againſt it, and ſo willing was he to take advantage of the 
ſteerſman's call of Steady! ſteady!” to the ſeamen on 
board a ſhip in a ſtorm in its paffage from Holland, men- 
tioned on a former evening by a Noble Lord, that he RON 
5 "Sk LEW, | 8 make 
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make that call his maxim, „Steady! fleady! '” ſhould govern 
the compaſs of his courſe ; and therefore he was determined to 
divide the Houſe on the occaſion, if he was ſure to ſtand alone 
upon the diviHhon, 

Te Dike of Bedford ſaid, the Noble Earl had ſhewn him his 7 

motion before he made it, and he had hoped he thould have been 1 
able to vote for it; but on its being debated, he found it ex- a 
preſſed in ſuch general terms, that it was liable to great doubt 
and miſapplication ; and the Noble Earl had carried his argu- 
ment upon it ſo far, that he could not coincide with him in his 
reaſoning, nor vote for his motion. He admitted, however, 
its principle, which was truly important; he was therefore 
extremely anxious to have it fairly and fully diſcuſſed, when- 
ever it ſhould be ſtated in clear, direct, and unambignous 
terms, ſo as to render it worthy their Lordſhips deliberate con- 
ſideration. Peace, it was clear, became more neceſſary in the 

view of all men, either to be negotiated, or at leaſt that the 
French ſhould underſtand that we were not adverſe to ſuch a 
egotiation. On that ground, he gave notice that he ſhould 
take the liberty of bringing forward a motion on the ſubject 
on that day fortnight (Tueſday, January 20), and therefore 
moved, that the Lords be ſummoned. 


The Houſe divided on the queſtion, 
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on as queſtion being put, on the Lord Chancellor” s decla- 
ration that the Not Contents had it, Earl T o _ * The 
Contents wies it ;“ when a diviſion enſued, 
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| Houſe of Lords, Tueſday, January 65 7795. 
The order of the day being read, Carl Stanhope moved, 


Reſolved, That this country ought not, and will not interfere 
in the internal affairs of France; and that it is e 
8 to declare che J; 
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# A debate enſued, and it was moved, “ That this Houſe do now 
F | adjourn;“ which being objected to, after a further e, 
Ki the ſame was reſolved in the afhrmarive. | 

] ; Whereupon the Noble Earl entered the following 

b | | | EP NOTES I. 

1 i « DissEN TIENT.—iſt. Becauſe the motion made for the, 
bt Houſe to adjourn, was profeſſedly intended to get rid-of the 
following reſolution, viz. Reſolved, &c. (See above.) 

| „ 2dly. Becauſe 1 hold, that it is contrary to equity and 

=_ - Juſtice, for any foreign country to interfere in the internal 

1 affairs or conſtitution of the French Republic, or any other 

Wh independent nation. | 

c 3dly. Becauſe the „ of Great Britain (not 
having been elected by the Citizens of France) can have no 
more right to give to France a monarchical, ariſtocratical, or 
other form of government whatever, than the crowned deſpots 
of Pruſſia and Ruſſia had to overturn the conſtitution of, now, 
unhappy Poland. 

« 4thly. Becauſe I highly difapprove and reprobate the doc- 
trine, advanced by miniſters in the debate; namely, © That to 
reſtore the ancient and hereditary monarchy of France, no 
expence ſhould be ſpared.” And I reprobate that pernicious 
and uncivic doctrine, the more ſtrongly from its not having 
been ſuddenly, haſtily, or inconſiderately ſtarted ; but, from 
its having been taken up (as it was e declared) upon 
the utmoſt deliberation. 

* 5thly. BecauſeI deem it to be an injuſtice committed by 

miniſters towards my fellow-citizens, to adopt a principle 
which ſhall render it neceſſary for the Government of Great 

Britain to lay further heavy burdens upon the people; and to 

tax their houſes, their windows, their beer, their candles, their 
ſhoes, and many other conveniences and neceſſaries of life, in 
order to provide a fund, to attempt the accompliſhment of ſuch 
a wicked purpoſe as aforeſaid. 

Sthly. Becauſe the pale e above eh, - 

- was intended by me as a * ſolemn pledge,” that the Govern- 
ment of this nation would not interfere in the internal affairs 
of France : But the refuſal of the Houſe to give ſuch a pledge, = 
tends to ſhut the door to peace; and conſequently tends to 1 
enſure the ruin of this manufacturing, commercial, and once 


\ 


happy country : Particularly conſidering the increaſed, and ; 
rapidly increafing ſtrength of the navy of the French Republic; oy 
independently of the proſpect there is, of their having the = 


navies of Holland us Spain under their immediate influence. of 
6c — 
ä * 9 3 
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« -thly. Becauſe the public funds, the paper currency, and and 

the public and private credit of this country, will probably be 

unequal to ſtand againſt the tremendous ſhock to which e 


miniſters will now expoſe them. 
« 8thly. Becauſe I think that frankaels; fairneſs, humanity, 


and the principles of honeſty and of juſtice, are always in the 


end the beſt policy. And I believe it to be true in regard to 
nations (as well as with reſpect to individuals) that, “ nothing 
that is. not juſt can be wile, or likely to be ultimately pro- 
| ſperous.” 
gthly. Been 1 lenient the more, that the Houſe ſhould 
e to diſclaim the interfering in the internal conſtitution of 
France, in as much, as by the new conſtitution of the French 
Republic one and indivifible, adopted by the preſent National 
Convention, on the 23d day of June, in the year 1793, and 
under the title“ Of the Relation of the French Republic with 


foreign Nations,” and by the articles 118th and 119th of that 


conſtitution, it is declared and enacted that, 


The French people 1 is the friend and natural ally of every 


* FREE nation. It does not interfere with the government 
of other nations. It does not ſuffer that other nations 
© ſhould interfere with its on.“ a 


« So frank, fo fair, and fo explicit a declaration on their | 


part, did, in my opinion, intitle them to a better ſpecies of 
return. | 

" 10050 Becauſe I conceive that a true republican form 
of government, being firmly eſtabliſhed in France, is much 


more ſafe to the liberties of the people of Great Britain, than 


the tyrannical, capricious, perfidious, ſecret, intriguing, and 
reſtleſs, ancient monarchy of France, or than any other 


monarchy they could there eſtabliſh : But, even if I were of a a 


ckrect oppoſite way of thinking, I would not be guilty of the 
groſs injuſtice of attempting to force a monarchy upon DE 
contrary to their inclination. | 


« 1xthly, Becauſe I think that no war ought to be continued; | 


that can by a proper line of moderation be avoided ; and the 


more eſpecially with reſpe& to the French people, who by 


their republican exertions, republican enthuſiaſm, and repub- 
lican courage, have made victory the almoſt 'conſtant * order 
of the day. 25 

© 12thly. Becauſe the continuance of ſuch a bloody conteſt 
without neceſſity, appears to be a profane tempting of D1vINE 


PROVIDENCE, in whoſe benign and almighty hands the fate 


of battles and of empires is placed. 


, 


„ 13thly. Becauſe I wiſh to waſh my hands entirely of the 


innocent blood . ny be ſhed in this war with France ; of all 


3 the 
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the carnage which may take place; and of all the deſtruction, 
confuſion, and devaſtation (perhaps in Great Britain itſelſ), 
waick may dee : 5 
„ 14thly. Becauſe it was my object to preclude the Govern. 
ment of Great Baitain from attempting to ſtir up or excite 
inſurrections in La Yendee, or any other department of the 
French Republic; and the reſolution I moved was well calcu- 
lated for that purpoſe, —And, | + 
„ r5thly. Becauſe the maxim of © Do not to others that 
© which you would not wiſh done to yourſelf,” is an unerring 
rule, founded upon the clear principle of juſtice, that is to ſay, 
of Equality of Rights. It is upon this ſtrong and folid ground 
that I make my land. And all public men, in order to merit 
the confidence. of the Britiſh people, muſt ſhew their deter- 
mination to act with frankneſs, and with unequivecal good 
faith and juſtice towards the French Republic. 5 
HFaving upon this moſt important and momentous ſubject, 
frequently ſtood alone; and having alſo been, upon this laſt 
occaſion, totally unſupported in the diviſion, if I ſhould there- 
fore ceaſe, at preſent, to attend this Houſe (where I have 
been placed by mere accident of birth ), ſuch of my fellow- 
citizens as are friends to freedom, and who may chance to 
read this my folemn Proteſt, will find that I have not altered 
my ſentiments or opinions: And that I have not changed any 
ol my principles; for my principles NEVER CaN be changed. 
And thoſe fellow-citizens will alſo find, that I hereby pledge 
F myſelf, to my country, that I ſhall continue, what I ever have 
: been, a zealous and unſhaken friend to peace, to juſtice, and 
to liberty political, civil, and religious: And that I am deter- 
mined to die (as have lived) a farm and ſteady ſupporter of the 
unalienable rights, and of the happinefs of all mankind. 
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_ Two new writs were ordered to be iſſued, the one for Mid- 
 huril, in the room of the Hon. Charles Wyndham, the other 
for Litchfield, in the room of Thomas Gilbert, Eſq. _ 

Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the Committee of 
Supply, by which fix millions were voted, to pay off the EX 
chequer bills. The reſolutions were read and agreed to. 

The Houſe agreed to go into a Committee to conſider of 
ways and means to-morrow. . 8 


— 2 ye gs Fry 


Mr, 
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Mr. Aforris Robinſon ſaid, he wiſhed to take the inſtruction 
of the Houſe, whether he ſhould not defer what he had to bring 
forward, with regard to the navy, until the diſcuſſion of the 
next Cay in the Committee. 


The Speaker informed him, that it was propoſed to vote the 
ſeamen, in a Committee of Supply, the next day, and that he 


might make any obſervations he thought proper in that Com- 


mittee, or add to any motion for the number of ſeamen any 
thing he pleaſed; but he could not move in the Committee, 
any thing that might relate to inquiry into the ſtate of the 
navy. Such a motion could only be made i in the Houſe, af ter 
the Committee was gone through. _ 

Mr. Grey ſaid, he anderftood: that the ſeamen were to be 
voted the next day ; ; if ſo, any Member might make his obſerv- 
_ ations on any point relative to the navy, when the Houſe was 
in a Committee, for the purpoſe of grounding a motion in the 


Houſe, after the Committee was gone through, or of aſking 


any queſtions of the miniſter as to the ſtate of the navy. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer expreſſed a wiſh to know, 


what was the general tendency of the ſort of inquiry the Hon. 


Gentleman meant to bring forward. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, it would oy Oe ſatiefation to 


the Houſe to know the nature of the queſtions which the Hon. 

Gentleman intended to alk. _ ; 
Mr. Robinſon ſaid, he wanted to be informed on the con- 

ſtruction of the navy. Complaint had been made that the 


French ſhips ſailed with greater expedition than ours, and 
while that continued to be the cafe, we could not hope to have 


ſucceſs. He was concerned to find that there was nothing 
ſaid in the King's Speech about the navy. £ 

The Speaker informed the Hon. Gentleman, that when the 
Houſe was diſcuſſing the ſupplies for the navy in a Committee, 
the Hon. Gentleman might move for increaſing the number of 
ſeamen z or if he intended to bring forward any thing relative 
to the conſtruction of the navy, he might give notice of ſuch 
motion, to be diſcuſſed on a future day. 


T he Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that when the Houſe 


went into a Committee of Supply next day, any Member 


might propoſe any augmentation he pleaſed to the navy. He 
- mult however obſerve, that there was nothing more improper, 
upon public and important ſubjects, than to allude to vague or 
ill- founded rumour of our inferiority ; and thereſore he wiſhed 
the Houſe to have ſome ſpecific information, as to what points 
the Hon, Gentleman meant to call the attention of the 
_ Houſe, 
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Me. Robinſon ſaid, he had often heard it aſſerted, that ſince 
the victory of the firſt of June, our fleet had been inferior to 
the enemy; that we were deficient in the Mediterranean, and 
deficient alſo in the Weſt Indies: If this, or any part of it, were 
true, he wiſh-d ro know the reaſon of it. LE 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was at a loſs to know, 
whether this was to become a ſubject of Parliamentary dif- 
_ cuſſion or not. He hoped to hear ſomething more in the 
Committee of Supply next day. If any Member of that Houſe 
was diſſatisfied, he truſted he would proceed in a regular way 
to bring forward a ſpecific -motion, and give a longer notice, 
in order to have a fuller attendance; for every man who had 
any ſhare in public buſineſs was intereſted in this ſubject ; he 
Was particularly and perſonally ſo; but he ſhould, for the pre- 
fent, content himſelf with obferving, that ſince the glorious 
victory in June, our ſuperiority had been undiſputed at - ſea, 
until the month of September, at which period we were 
obliged, in common with the-marine of every ſtate, to combat 
equinoctial winds 3 ſince that time again, until the month of 
December, our fleet had been in the Channel, braving the 
enemy; it afterwards became neceſſary for us to repair and refit, 
but he knew of no loſs in conſequence of that interval. He 
maintained, that the fleet in the Mediterranean had anſwered 
even more than had been expected of it, ſor the purpoſes of 
blockade, notwithſtanding the eſcape of the French fleet from 
Youjion Bay, and that our naval ſuperiority in the Weſt 
Indies had been ſufficiently proved. He hoped, that if any 
thing more was to be ſaid upon this ſubject, due notice would 
be given of ſome ſpecific motion, that it might be diſcuſſed 
more at large, and the Houſe ſhould know, whether there was 
_ reaſon. for an inquiry to be inſtituted, a thing which none 
of the perſons perſonally intereſted had any deſire to avoid. 
Mr. Robinſon repeated, that one of the grounds of his motion 
Was, that no notice was taken of the navy in the King's Speech, 
and that alone was conſtitutional ground ſufficient ſor a motion 
of inquiry; he had, beſides, other matters in his confideration, 
which might form additional grounds for his motion. 
The Chancellor ef the Excheguer ſaid, that the paragraph which 
_ Rated his Majeſty's confidence, that an ample proviſion would 
be made for all the branches of the public ſervice, neceffarily 
and obviouſly included the navy; beſides, his Majeſty, in 
another part of the ſame Speech, ſaid, he relied on the valour 
of his troops by ſea and land. „ 
Mr. Pybus conceived that official Gentlemen were not 
bound at all times to ſatisfy the individual inquiries any Gen- 
| | : » | tleman 


fa. 6.] —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 235 
tleman might pleaſe to make; and this was the reaſon that he 
had declined, as a Lord of the Admiralty, anſwering the queſ- 
tion which Mr. Robinſon put on the former night; but to- 
morrow he ſhould have no objection, in the courſe of conſider- 
ing the naval eſtimates, to reply” to any e of that 
natures a 

Mr. Fox beinasbed, chat the miniſter had ottered ſome 
words which he intended, no doubt, to be conſidered as a chal- 
lenge for inquiry into the ſubject of the navy; but from his 
general conduct, there was no reaſon to believe he was ſincerely 
diſpoſed to do what he ſaid; the manner in which he had 
conducted himſelf with regard to inquiries, gave no encou- 
ragement to any Member of the Houſe to move for any; for 
he had always, when his own conduct, or the conduct of any 
of his colleagues, had been moved to be inquired into, pomp- 
oully denied the fact that was alleged as a foundation for in- 
quiry, reſted it on his own afſertion, and then inſiſted upon it, 
that no inquiry was neceſſary; in all this he had the good 
fortune to prevail upon the Houſe to determine with him. Mr. 
Fox ſaid, he had often ſtated facts. The miniſter would come 
forward and ſay, © This is not true;“ he would reply, © Let us 
have an inquiry, that the matter may be fairly determined be- 
tween us The miniſter would anſwer, No, an inquiry is 
not neceffary.” This had been the miniſter's practice hitherto, 
and Mr. Fox ſaid, he was afraid he could venture to fortel, it 
was thus he would act with regard to the navy. He would 
firſt, loftily pretend to challenge inquiry, and then, if an in- 
quiry was moved for, he would inſiſt that no inquiry was ne- 
ceſfary. But if the Right Hon. Gentleman ſaw this matter in 
its proper light, and had no reaſon to fear the refult, he would 
find that he had every motive for himſelf, for his character, 
for his honour, ſor his perſonal connexions, and above all for 
the ſatisfaction of the Public, to come forward himſelf, and to 
requeſt the Houſe to enter into this inquiry, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he believed he ſhould 
better preſerve his own honour, by following the dictates of 
his own. judgment, than by obeying the dictates or Rand, 
to the ſuggeſtions of the Right an. Gentleman. | 

1 1 N 
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Mr. Lambton moved, 

That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his e that he will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to give dire&ions, that there be laid before this Houſe | 
an account of ſuch of the troops of the Elector of Hanover, of the Land- 
grave of Heſſe Caſſel, of the Margrave of Baden, and of the Landgrave of 
Heſſe Darmſtadt, as have been killed, or have died, in Oye pay ſince 

the commencement of our treaty with thoſe reſpective powers. 


He ſaid that his reaſon for making theſe motions, was in 
order to ſhew the Public, the extraordinary expence with which 
the preſent ſcale of operations was attended to the country. 
If theſe returns were laid before the Houſe, the unexampled 

_ extravagance of the preſent war would be made manifeſt to the 
Houſe. It was a notorious fact, that we paid nearly thirty 
HY pounds per man, for every one of thoſe ſubſidiarg troops, that 
1308 | was either killed, or died, while in our ſervice. This circum: 
4 ſtance rendered our expences almoſt incalculable. In one 
fingle action, in which Marſhal Freytag (who eommanded the 
covering army at the ſiege of Dunkirk) wag defeated, tt: 
were three thouſand five hundred Hanoverians killed. Here 
was an expence incurred by this country, of near one hundred 
thouſand pounds in a day: And, great as that number was, he 
was convinced that a much greater number of mercenary 160 
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account of men loſt, killed, wounded, miſſing, and priſoners, of - the 


Britiſh troops, ſince the laſt 2 gn, . each . and 
tervice. '—Agreed to- | 
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had fallen in the varieus actions which took place in the lail 
campaign. T heſe circumſtances appeared to him to be of ſuch 
importance, as to call for the peculiar attention of the Houſe; 
_and it was with that impreſſion that he made the motion which 
he had juſt ſtated to the Houſe. 
1 ' The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had no  objedtion 
3 that the returns, which had been moved for, ſhould be produ- 
. ced. He would. only remark that the Hon. Gentleman was : 
4 little miſtaken with reſpect to the ſum which he had men- 
3 : _ tioned. | But ſurely in an extended ſcale of operations, ſuch 2: 
$ the preſent war required, a ſum of a hundred thouſand pounds, 
1 given by the country, in order to defray the expence of re- 
5 placing the troops, who had fallen, was a conſideration which 
i, could no- ways go to affect the general reaſoning on the ſubjeC. 
Ar. Lambton ſaid, his information might perhaps be rather 
3 > inaccurate, but that would appear when the returns were laid 
3 beſore the Houſe. > 
AN Mr. Lambten's motion was then put, and agreed tc to. 
1 Colonel Maitland moved, 
5 fr „That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he Burt be 
* gracioully pleaſed to give directions that there be laid before the Houſe an 
Wn 
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Mr. Fekyl ſaid, that on a former night he had put a queſtion 
tothe miniſter, with reſpect to the amount of the money 
paid to the King of Pruſſia, and had received an anſwer that 
it amounted to 1,200,000l. He intended to have followed it 


with a motion with ręſpect to the number of troops employed 


by the King of Pruſſia, in conſequence of his treaty with 


this country; but was anſwered, that there were no official 


accounts on that particular head. Since then, upon looking 
into the treaty, he found, from the 7th article, that there 
were two commiĩſſioners to be appointed, one by the Dutch, 
and-one by this country, in order to ſee that the ſtipulations 
were oe es fulfilled on the part of his Pruſſian Majeſty. 
The Right ; 
to inform the Houſe whe was the commiſſioner for this coun- 


try.—It would then appear whether he had diſcharged his 


duty, in making a proper return, or had been guilty of a 
neglect in his public capacity. If he had no return to make, 
the caſe would certainly be altered. The other night the 
Right Hon. Gentleman had ſtated, that he had a ſort of ge- 
neral knowledge of the co-operation of the troops of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, which had been of eſſential ſervice to the 
common cauſe. This he muſt either have had. from hearſay, 
which could not be argued from; or from the communica- 
tions of the commiſſioner. He meant to inquire, whether 


he could not contrive to communicate this general ſort of 
knowledge to the Houſe, by giving extracts from the written 


correſpondence of the commiſſioner of ſuch parts, which, 
though material to the point he had tated, might be blended 
with other matters that it might not be proper to communi- 


cate; and therefore he only withed for ſach extracts as the 


Right Hon. Gentleman might deem expedient to produce, ſs 


that the Public might be ſatisfied that their money had been 


properly applied, and that the King of Pruſſia had duly ful- 
filled his ſhare of the treaty. 2 > | | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he would much 


rather that the Hon, Gentleman would put his propoſition 


into the form of a ſpeciſic motion. If the Hon. Gentleman 


meant that the Pruſhan troops had immediately co-operated 


with the Britiſh army on the continent, they certainly had 


not ; but they were employed on the frontiers of France, and 
ſo far in a way uſeful to the purpoſes of the war. Govern- 


ment were in poſſeſhon of a certain degree of information; 


and perhaps the moſt proper way in which the Hon Gen- 
tleman could put his motion would be, to apply for the beſt 
information which they could give on the ſubject. _ * 
oll. RE XS VI Ar. 


on. Gentleman would certainly have no objection 
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Mr. Jetyl. Was there, or was there not, a commiſſioner 
%% cart toon 45 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer. © There was a Noble 
Lord who was near the perſon of his Pruſſian Majeſty, though 
not in the capacity of a commiſſioner _ AT EO 
Mr. Jelyl then moved for ſuch official documents, letters, 
and extraas, as related to the active co-operation of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, in purſuance of the terms of the treaty. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer objected to this motion, 
as relating not to the amount of the troops, but to the mode 
of operation; one of thoſe circumſtances which it would 
not be proper to communicate. After ſome converſation, the 
motion was withdrawn. | | „ 
Colonel Maitland remarked, that in his motion for the re- 
turn of the loſs. of Britiſh troops, he had omitted thoſe taken 
priſoners. It was therefore to be underſtood, that the mo- 
tion was exactly the ſame as had been made laſt year. 
Mr. Fekyl then moved, . 1 
That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to give directions that there be laid before this Houle 
an account of the troops employed by the King of Pruffia, in purſuance 
of the treaty figned at the Hague, in April 1794, as far as the ſame can 
be aſcertained.” Tg EO C68. 5 
Mr. Sheridan aſked, whether there was any objection to 
lay before the Houſe the correſpondence of Lord Malmſbury, 
in order to aſcertain the moſt material point, whether the 
King of Pruſſia had kept faith with this country? Now that 
miniſters propoſed to give an immenſe fum to the Emperor, 
to induce him to continue his co-operation in the war, it was 
of conſequence to fee how far experience would warrant out 
reliance on the fidelity of continental alliances, and the punc- 
tuality with which the German Princes fulfilled their engage- 
ments. The miniſter might fay that the King of Pruſſia had 
| forty or fifty thouſand men on the frontiers, but were theſe 
employed for the purpoſes which the treaty ſtipulated ?—lt 
might appear from the correſpondence of Lord Malmſbury, 
that he had remonſtrated with the King of Pruſſta on the 
circumſtance of having neglected to fulfil his engagements, 
and called upon him to make. good his faith to this country. 
He therefore moved for ſuch parts of his eorreſpondence as 
might be communicated with fafety and propriety. ET 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he had mueh rather 
that the ſubject ſhould be brought forward for a ſeparate diſ- 
cuſſion, than that the important buſineſs of the day ſhould 
be interrupted, which Gentlemen on the other ſide had ex- 
preſſed ſo much eagerneſs to bring forward. Ns 
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= Tm Speaker ſtated to Mr, Sheridan, that his motion was 
pretty much of the ſame nature with that which had —_— 
: been withdrawn, and would therefore come forward with 


more propriety on another day. 1 „ 
Ar. Sheridan therefore preſſed his motion no further. 
| | COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. © 0 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply, 
Mr. Hobart in the chai. 3 5 
Admiral Gardner moved, That the number of 100,900 ſea- 
men, including 15,000 marines, be voted to his Majeſty for 
the ſervice of the year 1795. | 2 
1 Metric Toto ſaid, that the Hon. Gentleman who 
moved the addreſs had varied from the courtly ſtyle uſually 
adopted upon ſuch occaſions, and called upon Gentlemen to 
ſpeak out their minds. This was certainly a period which of 
all others demanded the exerciſe of that privilege. He ſhould 
| conſider the country as greatly wanting to itſelf, if it did not 
_ avail itſelf of its navy, and give to it its full ſtrength. A neg- 
left of the navy he ſhould conſider as the greateſt grievance | 
under which the country could labour from the miſconduct 
of Adminiſtration. He here complained of what he under- 
ſtood to be a capital defect in the conſtruction of our ſhips, 
namely, that in point of ſpeed in failing they were inferior 
to the French. This was a defect productive of much incon- 
venience and miſchief, and called loudly for a remedy. If he 
wiſhed to give a foreigner an idea of the ſtrength, and mag- 
nificence, and the glory of the country, he would carry him, 
not to Somerſet-houſe, but to our docks. | 8 
Captain Berkeley roſe, as an officer in the navy, to give his 
opinion upon the ſubje& introduced by the Hon. Gentleman 
reſpecting the inequality of failing that ſubſiſted between the 
Engliſh and. French ſhips. He partly agreed, and partly dif- 
fered with him. He allowed that the French ſhips were 
built upon a preferable conſtruction, but he maintained that 
in general the French ſhips did not ſail faſter than the Engliſh. 
An inſtance occurred in confirmation of what he advanced in 
the year 1793, when the Engliſh fleet chaſed fix ſail of French 
thips, and though they were the faſteſt ſailing ſhips in the 
French navy, our fleet gained conſiderably upon them, and 
Admiral Paiſley at one time even got up with them. He 
conceived alfo, that this was not the moment for inſtitutin 
an inquiry into the ſubject, and that in time of peace it woull 
be entered into with greater propriety. He would, however, 
throw out an idea which occurred to him upon the ſubject, 
| that he certainly thought that the conſtruction of our ſhips 
+ On | 3 | might 
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might be improved by conſulting with men whoſe minds are 
expanded by ſcience, and to encourage them to exertions by 

ropoſing medals and premiums to thoſe who ſhould offer the 
ſt models. Whenever the ſubje& was brought forward by 
the landed Gentlemen in that Houſe, he, and the other Mem- 
bers in the naval profeſſion, would, he was confident, be 
Happy to lend their athſtance. He remarked, that though the 
French models were better than ours, ſtill our workmanſhip 

Was ſuperior, and he truſted when they ſhould be called forth, 
we ſhould be found to have better hands, as well as better 
heads, than the French. He could not help taking notice of 
ſome reflections that had been thrown out by a Right Hon. 

Gentleman on. a former night againſt the late Firſt Lord of 
the Admiralty.. He was a Nobleman of the moſt amiable 
character, to whom he was himſelf under the higheſt obliga- 
tions, and he ſhould deem himfelf the moſt ungraicful ot 
men, if he were capable to hear, without indignation, any 
charge brought againſt him. The many captures. made by 
the enemy, of our merchant-ſhips, had been laid to the charge 
of that Noble Lord ; but before Gentlemen made ſuch an 
accuſation, they ought to inquire what number of the ſhips 
ſo taken were under convoy; becauſe if the owners of ſhips 
ſo taken choſe to run the riſk of ſending. them without wait- 
ing for a convoy, for the ſake of a market, it was impoſlible 
for the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty to prevent it. He un- 
derſtood that ſome blame had been imputed to the Noble 
Lord, becauſe the Englith fleet was not equal to the French 
on the firſt of June. He wiſhed to correct Gentlemen upon 
that point. The fleet with which Earl Howe ſailed upon 
that-occaſion, was much ſuperior to that of the French, until 
the detachment made to convoy the Eaft-India fleet. To 
that detachment, in his opinion, the victory aſterwards ob- 
tained might be attributed; for if we had retained our ſu- 
periority, the French would never have. hazarded an engage- 
ment with us. He averred, he had never ſeen a fleet more 
completely equipped put to fea; and that every thing which 
belonged to the Admiralty. department, was attended to with 
— eee... nin 

Mir. Robinſon re probated with much warmth the treatment 
which he had met with on a former night from the miniſters, 
when he wiſhed to put ſome queries relative to the ſtate of 
the navy, and they had attempted to cruſh him by the united 
force of their eloquence and overbearing influence. | 
Mr. Francis ſaid, that the Hon. Gentleman (Capt. Berke- 
ey) had ſpoke with great candour as to the defects in the 
conſtruction of our ſhips. He reprobated, however, the _ 
fs, | | | EE, By tinction 
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tinction which he had made, when he talked of the landed 
Gentlemen in that Houſe as the moſt proper perſons to bring 
forward queſtions relative to the Ttate of the navy, as highly 
unparliamentary. If any ſuch diſtinction was to be taken, the 
mercantile n were ſurely more intereſted in every 
thing connected with that ſubject. He thought a time of war 
the moſt fit for attending to the improvement of the con- 
ſtruction of all ſhips that might be built for the ſervice. The 
Hon. Gentleman had talked of his very great obligations to the 
late Firſt Lord of the Admiralty : Other officers,, who perhaps 
had not received the ſame obligations, did not talk of him ſo 
favourably. But, if he was ſo well qualified for the fituation 
as the Hon. Gentleman had repreſented him to be, it was very 
ſtrange, that, after having for ſome time filled that office, he 
had . turned out, in order to make room for another, 
who had yet his prenticeſhip to ſe-rr e. 
Auadmiral Gardner ſaid, that from what had been ſtated, it 
might have been ſuppoſed that it was the duty of the Lords 
of the Admiralty to attend to the conſtruction of the ſhips, 
whereas this part of the buſineſs belonged to the navy ſur- 
veyors. He differed in one reſpect with his Hon. Friend 
(Captain Berkeley). From what he had ſeen of the French 
ſhips, he was prepared to admit that they failed faſter than 
ours. It was certainly the fact, that, from the mode which 
they adopted, they were much better conſtructed. When a 
ſhip was to be built of a certain rate, premiums were offered 
for the beſt model; theſe were ſubmitted to the Academy of 
Sciences, and the model which was judged to be the moſt _ 
complete was adopted. Since he had been in the navy, which 
was now within a month of forty years, we had greatly im- 
proved in the conſtruction of our ſhips, in conſequence of 
the French prizes which we had taken ; and he had no doubt 
we ſhould continue to improve from the ſame circumſtance. 
If we wiſhed to improve the conſtruction of ſhips {till further, 
we ſhould do well to imitate the French practice, in holding 
out a premium for the beſt models. Reſpecting the fleet 
which failed in the month of March, à finer ſteet, in his 
opinion, never put to ſea; and certainly the Firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty was not to blame for the detachment which was 
wiſely and neceſſarily made from it. He concluded with a pane- 
gyric on the diligence of the late Firſt Lord of the Admiralty. 
That Noble Lord had made it his ſtudy to do his duty 
and, from an acquaintance with him for five years, he would 
take upon him to ſay, that no man was better informed with 
reſpect to what related to his office, Nothing, he was — 
| ELL Leads | e 
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| would give the Noble Lord greater pleaſure than an inquiry 
into his public conduct.  —_ e * 
Mr. Her ſtated, that he had been accuſed of having made 
an attack upon the character of the Noble Lord lately at the 
head of the Admiralty. He had no ſuch intention; he had 
indeed ſaid, that his public conduct was not ſuch as appeared 
to him to deſerve approbation, but without the ſmalleſt feel- 
ing of perſonal dilrelpeck. He had laſt ſeſſion ſtated grounds 
for an inquiry into the conduct of the Noble Lord; he had 
not lately made fo minute an inquiry into particulars as he 
did upon that occaſion, but he was prepared to ſtate the ge- 
neral reſult, that the captures of laſt year exceeded the 
number of ſhips taken within a ſimilar ſpace in any former 
== war, and exceeded alfo the proportion of the increaſe of our 
14. commerce. It appeared to kim that the navy ought to have 
bh been increaſed more in the preſent war than in any former 
period. But he was told, that from the increaſe of our com- 
merce, we might expect a greater number of ſhips to be 
taken. If our commerce was increaſed, it afforded alſo the 
means of increaſing our navy, and thereby providing an ad- 
_ ditional degree of ſecurity. Though our navy, he confeſſed, 
was large and reſpectable, ſtill it was by no means what it 
ought to have been. At the commencement of the war, the 
French navy was weak, and it muſt certainly appear, from the 
reſult of the naval operations, that our navy has not had that 
effect upon the deciſion of the conteſt which it ought to have 
Had, from its great ſuperiority to that of the enemy. An + 
Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that they had been laviſh in their 
praiſes of the victory of the iſt of June; they had only been 
juſt. No man would accuſe him, Mr. Fox fra, with wiſh- 
ing to detract from the glory of that action; ſtill, however, 
prudence ſhould have dictated, that the Engliſn ſhould at 
leaſt have been equal to the French. The French had at pre- 
ſent in Toulon a fleet of fifteen ſail, and it was a queſtion 
whether it might not be equal to our fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean, which, from its long abſence, muſt now be conſi- 
derably deficient in force and the number of its men, and he 
was ſorry to add, with reſpe& to Britiſh ſeamen, in diſcipline. 
He was told the Noble Lord (Chatham) had been injured ; 
if ſo, he muſt have been injured by his own friends, by thoſe 
who had put him out of office. He lamented that our naval 
exertions had been obſtructed by an oſtentatious diſplay of 
zeal in the-land ſervice, Upwaide of 20l. he underſtood, had 
been given for a man; a circumſtance which had greatly in- 
jured the recruiting for the navy, and which the —_ : 
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might afterwards have occaſion to rue. It was the true policy 


of this country to encourage as many landmen as poſſible to 
enter into the ſea ſervice. When he heard talk of an invaſion, 
an event which he had not been accuſtomed to regard with 


great apprehenſion, he muſt own that he ſhould feel muck 


more ſecure from a certain ſuperiority at ſea, than from any 
number of land forces. When to all the diſaſters we had ex- 
perienced at ſea, he added the glaring deficiency of intelli. 
gence, which had appeared in ſo many inſtances, he muſt own, 
that he could not give the Noble Perſon, lately at the head 
of the Admiralty, credit for all the diligence that had been 
aſcribed to him. He always underſtood that the French ſhips 
failed faſter than ours; in this idea he was confirmed by what 
had fallen from the gallant Admiral. He had learned both 
from him and from the Hon. Captain, that we owed to French 
models the improvements in the conſtruction of our ſhips. 
We were indebted to both of the gallant officers for bringing 

French prizes into our ports, and ſo enabling us to improve 


by the ſuperior ingenuity of the enemy. But it ſurely was not 


very honourable to the diligence of the miniſter, or very flat- 
tering to the ſcience, induſtry, and glory of the country, to be 

_ obliged to improve by others, and to be content always to imi- 
tate. He was told that it did not belong to the Admiralty to 
attend to the conſtruction of ſhips. He did not care to whom 
it belonged z he had a right to expect attention to this particu» 
lar from the Executive Government. He always underſtood 
that the Admiralty had the ſuperintending power with reſpect 
to whatever related to the navy. He was entitled to aſk them, 
Why meaſures had not been taken ſooner to improve the con- 
| ſtruction of our ſhips ? The time of war was urged as an argu- 
ment why theſe meaſures could not be taken at preſent—the 
very circumſtance which in his mind hs jg) moſt power- 
fully that they ſhould be adopted without loſs of time. He was 
told that no improvement could be introduced with reſpect to 


ſhips already built, or that were now upon the ſtocks; but he 


ſhould deem it a moſt criminal neglect, if care was not taken 


to ſet on foot the building of new ſhips upon the improved 


conſtruction, in every dock in the kingdom, and indeed where- 
ever it was poſſible; and this, he truſted, would be the firſt 


meaſure of the new Board of Admiralty. To all that he had 


ſtated, he had heard no other anſwer than what had been urged 


laſt year, an enumeration of the ſhips we had taken, including 


_ thoſe we had got by capitulation at Toulon. But it was not & 


_ pleaſing circumſtance, that one of our own ſhips of the line 


had fallen into the hands of the enemy, a circumſtance which 
had not often happened in former wars to this country; orily 
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force of Europe, and that had been retaken. With reſpect to 
the Admiralty itſelf, the character of the Noble Lord has been 


more injured by his colleagues than by any other perſon, It 


has been ſaid, that nothing would be more pleaſing to that 


Noble Lord, than to have an inquiry inſtituted with reſpect to 
his public conduct. A general with of that ſort has ſo often 
been expreſſed, and the particular propoſition, when brought 


forward, defeated by ſome particular conſideration, that much 


ſtreſs will not now be laid on ſuch a declaration. If the Noble 
Lord was indeed the able and diligent character he has been 
held out, it can only be ſaid, that he has had the moſt inju- 


rious colleagues, and ſerved the moſt ungrateful Public, ſince 


the former muſt have conſented to remove him from a ſituation 


which he occupied with ſo much credit, and perhaps no 
change was ever ſo generally approved by the latter. Mr. Fox 


concluded with declaring, that the navy of England was of 
more importance now, than at any former period. The whole 


of the campaign ought to teach miniſters the iyefficacy of mi- 


litary operations. He had been told that there were ſhips 


ready to be ſent to ſea, if ſailors could be got to man them. 


He truſted that this was not the fact, and that ſteps would be 
taken immediately to procure more ſhips and more men for 


the ſervice ;z and that no diminution of the military force would 


be conſidered as too great a ſacrifice, in order to extend the 


ſcale of our naval exertions. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he would not trouble the Houſe 
with many words. With regard to the obſervations of the Hon. 
Gentleman(Mr. Robinſon), relative to the right ofevery Member 
to call for information from the ſervants of the Crown, he fully 
admitted thatright, and was far frombeing deſirous ofendeavour- 


ing to prevent it. Alluſions had been made to the duty of the 


Navy Office, and as he held a reſpectable ſituation in that Oſſice, 


he truſted the Houſe would excuſe him for what he was about to 


ſay, when they reflected how neceſſary it was to prevent the 
effect which inſinuations might otherwiſe produce. With re- 
gard to what had been ſaid by the Right Hon. Gentleman on 
the oppoſite fide of the Houſe, on the neceſſity of doing every 
thing that could poſſibly be done to improve our navy, he was 


ready to ſubſcribe to every word of it; but he would be bold 
enough to ſay, that there had not been the leaſt negligence 
in that reſpect. To ſhew that he was warranted in this aſſer- 
tion, he begged leave to call the attention of the Committee 


to the ſituation of this country at the commencement of the 


war; which had yet been of only two years duration. We 
HK: a of began 
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: "ome had been taken during the whole courſe of the American 
War, when we had to contend againſt the combined naval. 
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began with only ſixteen thouſand men; laſt year we had eigh- 
ty-five thouſand ſeamen; and we had at preſent on board of 
our ſhips of war, no leſs than ninety-five thouſand men—this 
was the exertion of Government in the department of the 
navy, in the ſpace of two years : Under ſuch circumſtances he 
would' venture to ſay, that ſuch exertion had not been exceeded 
at any time in this country. . | | 
With regard to what the Right Hon. Gentleman had faid, 
that he did not mean to attack the private character of the Firſt 
Lord of the Admiralty, Mr. Dundas faid, he readity admitted 
that, and ſincerely believed it was but juſtice to that Right Hon. 
Gentleman to declare, he underſtood him to ſpeak of the Firft 
Lord of the Admiralty only as a public man, and in that view 
too he would venture to fay, that it was impoſſible to ftate one 
fact to the diſadvantage of that Noble Lord: He would defy any 
man breathing to fay there had been a fault in any one part of 
the naval exertions of this country, that could fairly be im- 
| puted to the Noble Earl. But this was not all; for inftead of 
there having been no fault, there was uncommon merit in our 
naval exertions. The Committee would recolle& that in the 
proſecution of former wars, it had been cuſtomary to ranſack 
_ almoſt every merchant-ſthip for all its ſailors, and to proceed 
on ſuch a ſcale as, for a time, almoſt entirely to deſtroy our 
trade. At that moment he would take the liberty of faying, 
that notwithſtanding the aſtoniſhing exertions which had been 
made to increaſe out naval! force, our trade remained almoſt 
entire: Let it not, therefore, be ſaid, that there had been 
any want of exertion on the part of the Noble Lord who had 
been the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty. There was another 
thing to be confidered, which tended to prove the merit of our 
naval exertions z he would atk the Committee to recollect the 
nature of the difficulties which we had to ſtruggle with in pro- 
curing men for the navy in the preſent war; they all knew 
there was a great ardour in the Public for the fucceſs of the 
cauſe in which we were engaged; and he was ready to con- 
feſs, there were none who partook more of that ardour than 
our ſailors; but it muſt be allowed alſo, that a great and power- 
ful ſtimulus to entering into the naval ſervice, and which ope- 
rated in other wars, did not exiſt in this, he meant the love of 
prize- money; in almoſt every former war the Englifh ſailor 
had been encouraged to enter, ſupported, after he had en- 
tered, by the hope of returning to his wife and miſtreſs with 
a load of wealth, and, under that idea, the wife or miſtreſs 
had often conſented to his adventure. In the preſent war, 
there was no ſuch cauſe to operate; to look after a prize from 
3 at ſea, was like looking for a pin in a hay-ſtack. 
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He agreed with the Right Hon. Gentleman, that there had 
been an interference with the manning of the navy, by recruit- 


ing for the land ſervice ; but if the manner in which the ſervice 
of the army had been ſupported was an improper one, he 


was ready to take his ſhare of the reſponſibility which ought to 


be attached to it; if there was a crime imputable on that head, 


he was ready to plead guilty to that crime z be that as it might, 


it could not be confidered as any fault of the Firſt Lord of the 


Admiralty. It might be made a channel for attacking the con- 
duct of the Executive Government generally, and if it ſhould, 


he would be ready to defend it; but it could not be brought as 


a complaint againſt thoſe who had the immediate care of our 
naval exertions. ES. 55 | 


What was the nature of our ſituation with regard to our 
fleet at this moment? Tt had been inſinuated, that we had 


many ſhips which we could not man, and that we were at a 
loſs to man them. God forbid we ſhould be in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion! Mr. Dundas ſaid, he would not then, for reafons which 


muſt be obvious, detail all the circumſtances in that reſpect ; 
if he were to do ſo, he was confident the Houſe would be aſto- 
niſhed, as well as pleaſed, at finding the fituation of our fleet 
at this time, and the force which we had ready for the moment 
we ſhould chuſe to employ them: Having ſaid this, and belier- 
ing, as he did, that our naval force was at prefent double that 


of the moſt exaggerated account of the naval force of the ene. 


my—he was, nevertheleſs, ready to admit, that the naval 


exertions of the enemy were ſuch as to arouſe his alarm, but 
God forbid they ſhould create our fear. Let Gentlemen ſee 


how we ſtood:—We had in our naval ſervice near ninety 
_ thouſand men, and in that number by no means the propor- 
tion of landmen which the nature of the ſervice was capable of 
admitting; therefore we might ſpread them much wider over 


our fleet, and ſupply by landmen the number of ſailors taken 
out of the {hips to which they belonged ; and, in this fituation, 


the Committee were that day called upon to add fifteen thou- 


ſand ſeamen to the naval force. He looked upon this as the 
moit proſperous ſituation the country could be in with reſpect 
to our ſeamen; for he believed that one hundred thouſand 
men had never before been, at one time, in the naval ſervice 
of this country. Whatever meaſure might hereafter be neceſ- 
ſary for the continuance of the naval ſuperiority of this coun- 
try, he truſted it would be adopted; whatever difference ſome 
points in politics might create in that Houſe, he had the ſatiſ- 


faction to be confident, that there was but one ſentiment in it 


as to the neceſlity of ſupporting the navy; he feared, however, 


that the further augmentation could not be made in the tame 


„ | manner 
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manner as the force that had been already raiſed; becauſe, as he 
had already obſerved, ſailors had not the ſame inducements to 
enter into this, as they had to enter into other wars. But, he 


flattered himſelf, the paſt exertions would anſwer all the 


purpoſes which the people of this country could defire. 

Mr. Dundas declared he meant to have ſaid ſomething on a 
point which had eſcaped him, viz. the conſtruction of our 
ihips- He believed there was fome truth in the aſſertion that 


our ſhips, in point of conſtruction, might be inferior to the 


enemy, but he had no doubt, that in every thing which related 
to the workmanſhip we were much ſuperior ; and however 
paradoxical the thing might ſeem, he would aflign as one 
reaſon for the ſuperiority of the French ſhips in point of con- 


ſtruction, it was the general and received opinion of the ſupe- 


riority of our naval force. We had always an idea that we 
could fink the French ſhips by fighting, and he would dare to 
ſay, that if the gallant Admiral who had ſpoken that night, who 
fat ſo much at his eaſe then in the Houſe, and who had admit- 
ted the ſuperiority of the conſtruction of the French ſhips, 
was to meet one. of them, he would, notwithſtanding her ſu- 
periority, undertake to blow her out of the water, if ſhe at- 
tempted to engage with him. 'There was another reaſon for 
this ſuperiority in point of conſtruction on the part of the 
French; it was the hatred with which, in this country, a pro- 
jector was held. The moment a man, however ingenious he 
might be, ſaid he had any project, he was almoſt always 
treated as a madman : In conſequence of this prejudice, we 
lometimes loſt fight of our intereſt ; for, although but few 


projects would anſwer to the ſanguine hopes of their projectors, 


yet many might have merit to a certain extent: He therefore 
declared he ſhould, at all times, be ready to receive any ſug- 
geſtions that might be given him, and to co-operate with 
their authors, if he ſaw any proſpect of an improvement to 
our naval architecture. 5 33 | 
He concluded with declaring, that our victories proved that 
our ſhips, however comparatively inferior to the French, were 
their ſuperiors in action; and that, from the preſent very re- 
ſpectable ſtate of our navy, there was not, on that point, any 
_ ground for deſpondency. e | 
Ar. Sheridan ſaid, he certainly agreed with the Right Hon. 
Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that there was hardly any difference 


ef opinion in the Committee as to the propriety of ſupporting 


our naval ſuperiority; but it was from an apprehenſion that no 
tubltantial good to the country would ariſe from what had been 
faid that night, unleſs miniſters were ſpurred on, that 
be ſhould trauble the Committee on this ſubject. He was 
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| the more of that opinion, when he obſerved the manner in 
which the Right Hon, Gentleman, who had juſt ſat down, had 


conveyed his ſentiments. He had ſaid, that one of the rea- 


ſons for the ſuperiority of the enemy in the conſtruction of 


their ſhips, aroſe from the contempt in which projectors were 


held in this country; if that was the cafe, he was afraid the 


matter would be neglected ; for the Rt. Hon. Gentleman, at the 
time he admitted the ſuperiority of the enemy in one reſpect, 
and the defectiveneſs of the conſtruction of our ſhips, con- 
veyed an idea that he thought our ſhips altogether as good as 


they need be, and this when he knew it was not the opinion 


of the beſt haval officers in this country. The Right Hon, 
Gentleman had obſerved, that if the gallant Admiral were to 
meet one of the thips of the enemy, he would undertake to 
blow it out of the water. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had no doubt 
of the courage or the ſkill of that great naval officer; on the 
contrary, he concurred heartily in the praiſe which had been 
ſo juſtly. beſtowed upon him; but when we talked of blowing 
the enemy out of the water, there was one thiug to be done 
firſt, namely, to catch them, which we were not very likely to 
do while they could fail faſter than us, and which it was now 
admitted they were able to do. 5 92 | PE 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he was ſorry to fee any diſpoſition to 
treat this matter lightly, and he withed they might hear of ſome 


meaſure being taken in conſequence of what had paſſed that 


day, although he confeſſed he had no very flattering hope of 
any great good being done. It had been ſaid by an Hon, 
Member (Captain Berkeley), that fingle ſhips of the enemy 


| ſailed better than ours, but that they did not ſail better in a 


body; he did not pretend ta have much knowledge of failing, 
but, as a fleet could not be formed but by'a collection of ſin- 
gle ſhips, he did not ſee how the diſtinction could be ſupport- 
ed by fair reaſoning.  —+ EE Fe 5 
A great deal had been ſaid as to the character of the late 

Firſt Lord of the Admiralty; fome had expreſſed indignation 
that any doubt ſhould have been expreſſed of the adequate abi- 


lities of the Noble Lord; others had ſaid that he was an amia- 
ble character. To the firſt he would anſwer, that he cared 


for the indignation cf no man, when he was doing what ap- 
peared to him to be his duty to the Public, and ſpeaking per- 
| the voice of the Public. To the ſecond he would ſay, 
that it was not an amiable Firſt Lord &f the Admiralty we 
wanted, but it was an attentive, active, and vigilant Firſt 


Lord of the Admiralty ; and if this was the character of the 


Noble Lord, he had been moſt ungratefully treated by the 
Public, and ſhamefully deſerted by his colleagues; and, in 


that 
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that ſuppoſition, the beſt thing the Houſe could do was to 
addreſs his Majeſty to diſmiſs Len his councils thoſe who had 

adviſed him to turn out of fo important an office, a Nobleman 

fo well qualified to fill it, and to place in his ſtead another, 
who, whatever his talents might be, muſt go through an ap” 
prenticeſhip' in the ſervice. 


He agreed with the Right Hon. Gentlamon who fpoke laſt 


in one thing,.that nothing was to be got by this war; that 
was what we all knew, and of which he needed not to have 
reminded us; ; but when he told the Houſe the difficulfies we 
had in manning our navy, and the credit he took to Govern- 
ment for having ſucceeded, he ought alſo to have reminded 

the Committee or another cireumibince; which tended to faci- 
litate our manning the navy, he meant that of our having no 


privateers. 


With regard to the vote, Mr. Sheridan faid, he was ſo fa 
from objecting to it on account of its being too large, that he 


thought it hardly large enough; and, in conſidering this, they _ 


were not to regard, as the Right Hon. Gentleman had done, 
what force we had in former wars, but what was the ftrength 
of the enemy in this; and, upon that view, he was fearful the 
vote now propoſed was too ſmall; however, he ſhould be 
ready to-concur in any vote that might be neceſſary hereafter, 


in ſupport of our navy, becauſe we depended entirely on the 


navy in this war. He hinted alſo, that there might be ſome 
mprovement in the marines. 

Hle proceeded to obſerve, that he had fome reaſon to exult, 
when he recollected what he had faid, at the time of his giving 

certain information to the Houſe, and when he recollected 


how he had been anſwered by the Right Hon. Gentlemen on 


the other fide. He had made an affertion, with regard to the 
| ſituation of Halifax laſt year, that was flatly denied by the Se- 
cretary of State; it turned out, however, that he (Mr. She- 
ridan] was right. He had read a paper, which he faid was 
the ſpeech of Lord Dorcheſter to the Indians of North Ame- 
rica; the Secretary of State called it a forgery, but it turned 
out to be authentic. He had alleged, the other night, that 
a company of merchants had agreed to invite his Majefty's 
miniſters, but that Lord Chatham was expreſly excluded; 

and the reaſon alleged for that mark of diſreſpeQ was, that he 
had not taken care to protect the trade and commerce: of this 


country. The Chancellor of the Exchequer feemed to diſſent 
from that aſſertion: He wiſhed the Right Hon. Gentleman 


would inform the Committee now, whether the aſſertion was 


true or falſe. Theſe things he mentioned, merely becauſe he 


The 


—— inquiry into every thing he * in that Houfe. 
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French fleet, which had annoyed our coaſts and captured 


—* in its * deplorable ſtate. The nen of diſcuſhon | 
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| The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that, as far as an omiſ- 
fon to invite the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty to dinner could 
affect the political character of the Noble Lord, the obſervation 
of the Hon. Gentleman was true ; but that onion was not 
a marked one, for four of his Melly: 5 Cabinet ed to 
be in the ſame ſituation. 

He ſaid further, . have no deſire to ſay any thing in vin- 
dication of the jate Firſt Lord of the Admiralty; becauſe, 
however near and dear ſuch a character muſt always be to me, 
any obſervation on my part would rather tend to weaken than 
to ſtrengthen the juſt ſtatement and honourable panegyric of 
my Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Dundas). 

3 acknowledge, that the late exertions of 0 enemy hve 
been. extraordinary indeed : But do theſe exertions prove that 
they will be of long duration? No! They only prove that 
they are rapidly approaching towards a ſtate of imbecility— 


that their reſources will be ſoon exhauſted. They are the 


conſequences of unparalleled preſſure and unprecedented vio- 
tence. Can any man for a moment believe, that thoſe exer- 
tions, foundetl on artificial finance, and barbarous extortion, 
will continue to operate with that vigour and effect which a juſt 
cauſe and a permanent ſyſtem are calculated to enforce ? From 
our ſyſtem of warfare, we may expect ſucceſs ; that of the 
French contains in itſelf the ſeeds of diſſolution.” 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer then aſſigned a few rea- 
ſons for thinking that the vote propoſed to the Committee 


was ſufficient for continuing our ſuperiority to the enemy in 


naval ſtrength. 

Admiral Gardner vindicated the Admiralty. He thought the 
inattention attributed to the Board was ill-founded. For the 
Laſt four or five months he had been employed at ſea, there- 
fore it could not be ſuppoſed that he was ſufficiently acquaint- 
ed with all its tranſactions at home in his abſence. 

To the charges, however, made againſt them erg the 

ome 
of our veſſels, he could, without fear of contradiction, affirm, 
that the Lords of the Admiralty, on that occaſion, deſerved 
more praiſe than cenſure ; becauſe they were no ſooner ap- 
priſed of the facts, than they diſpatched a ſquadron under the 


command of Admiral Harvey ſuperior to that of the enemy, 


and ſent four ſhips after them, to counteract the intentions of 
the enemy; which exertion, he was happy to ſay, had its 


wiſhed-for effect. 


General Tarleton thought the preſent an improper time for 
levity on the part of the miniſtry, who had involved this coun- 


was 
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was one of the moſt important that had ever engaged the 
Houſe. 'Admitting all the praiſe which the gallantry of our 

_ officers and ſeamen deſerved for their manly exertions on the 

_ glorious firit of June, the Board of Admiralty had not yet ac- 

_ quired, on their part, a triumph. If we were anxious for the 
effects of their wonderful exertions and official capacity, we 
might be amply ſatisfied by the mercantile loſſes recorded in 

_ Lloyd's Lift, which numerous and lamentable catalogue was 

attributable only to the ſupineneſs of the Lords of the Admiral- 

ty. His aſtoniſhment, however, was not excited by theſe 
facts; becauſe his Majeſty's miniſters had rendered them- 
ſelves notorious for a total ignorance of all maritime intelli- 
gence. The Riglit Hon. Treaſurer of the Navy might, in the 

moments of jocularity, affect a joy, that, in the proſecution 

of this war, neither wife nor miſtreſs lamented the abſence 
of a huſband or a lover; but the General confeſſed, that his 
mind was occupied with ideas more ſolemn, more ſolid, and, 
he truſted, more beneficial to his county. 

The exertions of the French, in the preſent ſtruggle, were 
unbounded. Not ſatisfied with vanquiſhing their active op- 
ponents, they endeavoured to conciliate the affections of their 
fallen foes. Ever ſince the death of Robeſpierre, all reſtraint, 
all guard, had been withdrawn from the Britiſh officers and 
ſeamen who became priſoners z and he was afraid, notwith- 

ſtanding the virtue and patriotiſm of theſe: men, who had ſtood 
forward gallantly in the cauſe of their King and Country, that 
many of them would be tempted to enter into the French ſer- 
vice: Nay, that ſome had already, in conjunction with Ameri- 
can ſailors, actually done ſo. The General, after recommending 

a farther augmentation-of the ſeamen for the ſervice of the 
year, concluded with ridiculing the acquiſition of Corſica, 
which had been ſa much boaſted of by miniſtry, and which ac- 

quiſition would never indemnify us for the ſacrifice of our 
brave ſoldiers and ſeamen, n. 

Mr. Alderman Curtis would not ſay any thing againſt the 
late Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, but unqueſtionably much of 
our trade had ſuffered for want of protection. The Alderman 
ſaid, French ſhips ſailed better than the Britiſn; and the 
Commerce de Marſeilles, he believed, was one of the fineſt 

| ſhips that had ever been built. 2 Ty 4 

Allderman Anderſon ſaid, that whatever blame might be at- 

tributed to the Admiralty for inattention to convoys, he was 

fully perſuaded that the Iriſh and Baltic commerce had been 
ſufficiently protected. He agreed that many loſſes appeared 
on Lloyd's Liſt; but he wiſhed to know if the merchants, 
who had ſuffered in theſe inſtances, had applied for convoys? . 
He was inclined to think, that the captures alluded to My 
os ER ing nt | e 28 arllen 
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| | ariſen from the raſhneſs of the merchants, who would not wait 
: | for convoys; and when he reflected on theſe ſerious loſſes, he 
| | wiſhed for a law prohibiting the failing of traders i in time of 

war without a convoy. 2 

Mr. David Scott was of the ſame opinion, He aid, that the 
Eaſt India and the Weſt India, as well as our coaſting trade, 

and all others who waited properly for convoy, had been fully | 
protected by the Admiralty. 

Ar. Brandling thought there was no way of making peace | 
but by a ſtrong navy; and adverted to the French fleet in the 
Northern ſeas, where, he ſaid, three of their ſhips were cruiz- 
ing for three months, and had taken 52 of our merchant veſſels. 
He aſked, if the Admiralty could not have prevented this? 
And faid, it was a duty he owed to his conſtituents, to in- 
quire into the cauſe of this misfortune attending our trade. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer wiſhed to know 'of Mr. 
Brandling, when he had received this information? 

Mr. Brandling ſaid, Two months ago, at the Trinity-houſe, | 
whither an anſwer from the Admiralty concerning the ſame 
had been ſent. 

Sir Richard Hill juſtified the conduct of the Admiralty, and 
aſſigned the poverty of our enemy in commerce, and our not 
being at war with Portugal and Spain, as a reaſon for our not 
capturing many veſſels. All the ſhips formerly employed in 
trade by France, were now converted into privateers, which 
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of pop out of the ports, and inſtantly ſeize every ſhip they can, 
"2 He could not, however, impute any blame to the Rs 
ol and ſhould, therefore, heartily vote for the ſupply. 

bY . Sir Matthew W. Ridley corroborated Mr. Brandling's ac- 
8 count of ſome loſſes in the North Seas, after information had 
20 been ſent to the Admiralty that French frigates were cruizing 
23 there; but ſaid, that he was not, any more than his colleague, | 
. prepared to blame miniſters on that account. | 


Mr. M. Montague defended the conduct of the Admiralty, 
on the ground of our commerce being ſo extenſive, that it was 
impoſſible to protect it in every point. The naval campaign, 
however, had been one of the molt brilliant in the annals of 

the country. 

Ar. Lambton ſaid, he had comecſed with the 3 of 

ſhips taken, who afſfured him they had ſeen thirty Engliſh 
prizes together in a French port. He was alſo informed that 
the French had ſent all over the country where timber was to 
be found, models of the ſeveral parts and individual timbers 
of ſhips of the line, by which the people were inſtructed to cut 
down and hew out in the rough, the ſeveral parts, which were 
afterwards finiſhed and put together in the dock-yards, ſo that 


in the courſe of a very little time ey would be able _ 
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ſixty new ſhips. Theſe, they were aware, being made of un- 
ſeaſoned timber, would not laſt long, but the number, not 
the durability, Was their preſent objeck. Thinking, therefore, 
that every poſſible effort ought to be made in the naval depart- 
ment of this country, he ſhould vote for 100,000 ſeamen, as 
he would have voted with greater pleaſure for 150,000. Mo- 
ney laid out on our navy, Mr. Lambton ſaid, would be much 

better hems an" 2: than money given to the Emperor, perhaps to 
betray us. The late Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, he knew, from 
private acquaintance, to be not only an amiable but an able 
man. If delays in the ſervice had occurred, he was perſuad- 
ed they were not owing to the Noble Lord. But he knew 
him alſo to be a very diffident man, and thought he had wiſhed 
_ to retire from his fituation, not becauſe he dreaded inquiry, 

but becauſe he underſtood that the Public was diſſatisfied. 
This teſtimony he was happy to bear him. 


A Member recommended a College, with a Board, &c. for 


the improvement of naval architecture. It was thus, he ob- 


ſerved, the Romans acquired a maritime, as well as a military 


reputation. By what he underſtood, when on board the 
French captures at Spithead, from ſome experienced officers 
there, they had a greater breadth of beam, and were conſe- 
quently better enabled to ſupport a greater ſtreſs of ſail. Our 
upper decks fall home, as the technical phraſe is, with a great 

preſs of ſail, for want of this breadth of beam. There was a 
ſhip building at Chatham, in which it was expected this de- 
fect would be remedied. Still, however, he wiſhed, as the 

Parliament had inſtituted a Board of Agriculture, they would 
_ alſo inſtitute one of Naval Architecture. e og RAO Ae rnd 


Admiral Gardner faid, that from the 1ſt of January 1794, 
to the 1ſt of January 1795, 108 convoys had been applied 


for and granted. In this ſervice, 140 ſhips of war were em- 
ployed, beſides 16 conſtantly on duty for the protection of the 
coalting trade, 3 5 3 


liament ought to be paſſed. 1, 


of the converſation, that the mark of diſſatisfaction with the 
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Mr. Sheridan ſaid, in anſwer to a queſtion aſked in the courſe 
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conduct of the late Firſt Lord of the Admiralty he alluded to, 
was, his not being invited to the dinner given by the American 
merchants to Mr. Jay, the Miniſter Plenipotentiary from the 
United States. | 
Sir John Sinclair ſaid, the diſcuſſion would be productive of 
much good, and began explaining, under five heads, a plan 
for giving greater efficiency to the navy. 

Mr. Rolle ſaid alſo, that the diſcuſſion would do much good, 
and added, that he had found the late Firſt Lord of the Ad- 
miralty exceedingly attentive to all the applications he had 
made to him. & 

The queſtion on the reſolution was put and carried, and the 
report ordered to be received to-morrow. | 

The Houſe then went into a Committee of Ways and Means. 
The Land and Malt taxes were voted, and the report red 
to be received to-morrow. | 

e at OE 0 clock. 


— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THURSDAY, Fan. 8. 


The . of the Committee of Supply, by which one 
hundred thouſand: men are voted for the ſea ſervice for thir- 
teen months, at five pounds per man per ROE, &c. being 
brought up. | 

The reſolution was read a firſt and ſecond time, and agreed 
to em. cn. 

The report of the bewies of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means, by which the uſual vote on Land and Malt was 
paſſed, being brought up, read, and agreed to, Bills were or- 

dered to be brought i in, in gauance of it. | 

— 1 „„ 


nous © or COM MONS. 


Ez1DAY, Fan q. 

Lord V. 1 aunt Stop fond reported that his Mateſty-k had given 
directions that there be laid before the Houle, the v various do- 
cuments ſpecified in the Addreſſes of W edneſd: ay. | 

The Land and Malt duty Bills were read a 8 time, and or- 
dered to be read a ſecond time. 

Mr. Roſe obſerved, that with regard to the Land Pax Bill, 
it contained an exception in favour of thoſe officers of the 

navy, and of the widows of ſuch officers to whom his 
| Majeſty had been pleaſed to grant penſions: : The amount of 


the lum to be thus allowed to them was ten or une e 
rec 
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dred pounds a year; 5 a liſt of the names would appear, FE The 
| with the ſums, in the papers on the table. 8 i 
110 


8 


=D 


Mr. Roſe then moved, that there. be laid before the Houſe an 
account of the nett produce of all che taxes e on the 5th | N 
of January 1795 —Ordered. _ 

Ihe Committees of Supply, and Ways and Means, were de- bi i 
ferred to ee, next; to Which day the e adjourned. | „ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. WW 
MonvDay, Jan. 12. | 


Read! a ſecond time, the Land and Maltd uty Bills and or- 
der them to be committed to-morrow. 


HABEAS CORPUS. 


The A General gave notice, that, on Thurſday next. 
he ſhould move for leave to bring in a Bill to continue the Act 
of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, to empower his Majeſty to 
ſecure and detain fuch perſons as he ſhall ſuſpect to be con- 
ſpiring againſt his ae and government; that is, to rene, EY 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus At. i 

The Committees of Supply and bee de and Means, were —_ 
tefciund to . | 

eee 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TUESDAY, Jan. 13. 


| The 3 of the day for their Lordſhips to take into fur- 
ther conlideration the Fan, on the trial of Warren 
Haſtings being read, 

The Lord eee left che Woollack, and lamented that a 
Noble and Learned Lord (Lord Thurlow), of whoſe affiſtance 
the Houſe muſt generally wiſh to have the advantage, in reſpect 
to the trial of Mr. Haſtings, was unfortunately prevented by 
indiſpoſition from attending in his place. In a ſew days, he 

truſted, the Noble and Learned Lord might be enabled to be 
| preſent ; ; and, as it would be right, in a matter of ſo much 
moment, to profit by the wiſdom of their anceſtors, to loſe no ; 
time he ſhould move, that a Committee be appointed to ſearch { 
for precedents of the proceedings that had heretofore been | 
held in caſes of impeachment by the Commons, between the 
cloſing of the evidence and the delivering judgment. | 4x 
His Lordſhip moved accordingly z and that the mm Com- 550 
; 
4 
ö 


Mittee do meet the next day. 


Tue Houſe then LE to Thurſday, Le, 
L12 HOUSE 
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| HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tvrspay, Fan, 13. 


Mr. Bay preſented a petition on behalf of the F. lectors of 
the City of Weſtminſter, praying againſt the deciſion of the 
laſt Committee on the right of election for the city of Weſt. 
minſter.—Ordered to be taken into conſideration on the 3d of 
March next. 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the Houſe, that he had received, 
Wen Sir Charles Grey, Knight of the moſt Honourable Order 
of the Bath, the following letter, in return to the thanks of 
this Houſe, ſignified to him by Mr. Speaker, 1 in obedience to 
their commands of the 20th day of Ws in the laſt A of : 
Parliament. 


46 8 | Dean Naw: 26th, 1794, 
« By the Queen Charlotte packet, arrived this day, I received the honour 
of your letter ofthe 2 1ſt of May laſt, with the votes of thanks from the Houle 
of Commons of Great Britain to me, and the army under my command, 
„ We feel this flattering teſtimonial of the public approbation of our 
conduct, and the polite terms of your letter, Sir, by which it is communi. 
eated, as the moſt eminent favour, and are thereby impreſſed with the 


| warmeſt and moſt lively ſenſe of gratitude, 


« have the honour to be, with the en reſpet, 
= «© SIR, 
«© Your moſt obedient, and RE 3 Servant, 
«© CHARLES GREY. 5 


« P. S. A cbm Mr. King, Deputy Secretary of State, acquaints me, | 


that your letter, with thoſe reſolutions, had been ſo long detained 5 e, in 


the expectation of my arrival in England. 


The Right Hon. H. Addington, 


Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, &c. &c. &c. 


- Mr. Speaker alſo acquainted the Houſe, charts had ee | 
ed from Sir John Jervis, Knight of the moſt Honourable | 


Order of the Bath, the following letter, in return to the thanks 


of this Houle, ſignified to him by Mr. Speaker, in obedience 


to their commands of the 20th day of rays in the laſt ſeſſion 
of Parliament. 


« SIR, 
On the arrival of the Queen Charlotte 1 I am this day honoured 


with your letter, dated the 21ſt of May, tranſmitting the reſolutions of 


the Houſe of Commons, ſo flattering to myſelf, and to the officers, ſeamen, 
| T on 


Jax, 13 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. = 2467 
and marines, it was my good fortune to command during the late operations 
in theſe ſeas. I ſhall loſe no time in communicating them to Rear Ad- 
miral Thompſon, and to the captains, officers, — and marines, who 


remain on the Leeward Iſland ſtation. 
«© No language I am maſter of can expreſs my 3 upon this oc- 


caſion; and T requeſt you will do me the honour to convey the ſame to the 


| Houſe i in the fulleſt manner. 


«6 Thevery elegant terms in whit you, Sir, das been plead to com- 
municate theſe reſolutions claim wy warmeſt W and 1 have the honour 


to be with the great reſpect, 
: oe SIR, 
© Your moſt obedient, and _ humble ern 


Boyne, gt. Pierre, Martinique, 
26th November 1794. 


The Right Honourable Henry —.— Kc. e. xc. 


— 3 2 — 4 
: : — 


* The following i is the Rerter of Lord Hood, announced by the Speaker 
on the ziſt of December 1794, to have been received by him from 
his Lordſhip, which we accidentally omitted to inſert in its place. | 


,, £5 Victory, off Calwi, July 3oth, 1794. 

« I have this day received the very obliging letter you did me the honour 
to write me on the 2 iſt of lait month, with two reſolutions of the Houſe of 
Commons. 

«© Tam moſt truly ſenſible, Sir, of the very high and diſtinguiſhed honour 
the Houſe has done me in thinking me deſerving of its thanks; and ſhall 
not fail to make known to the ſeveral officers, ſeamen, marines, and ſoldiers, 
the ſecond reſolution of the Houle, expreſſive of acknowledgment and ap- 
probation of their ſpirited and meritorious exertions. 


In doing my utmoſt upon all occaſions againſt the commen enemy, * 


did no more than I ought ; all I have to boaſt is, being fortunate in the op- 
portunities I have had of proving my inclination to diſcharge my duty, as a 
taithful ſervant to my King and Country ; and that, whenever I have been 
at the head of a ſquadron of his Majeſty's fleet, I never experienced any 
other contention amongſt the ad:nirals, captains, officers, and men, than 
who ſhould be moſt forward in fulfilling my wiſhes : This, Sir, I am, and 
ever ſhall be proud of. But whiltt the Repreſentatives of Great Britain in 
Parliament are fo ready, not only to accept, but diſtinguiſh by reward, 
honeſt endeavours, as ſub{lantial ſervices, the nation will never want able 
and zealous officers. 


« To you, Sir, I feel infinitely indebted for the very polite and obliging 


manner in which you have conveyed to me a vote of the Houſe of Com- 


mons ſo highly honourable to me, for which, to the Houſe as well as you, 
. my gratitude can ceaſe only with my life. 
I have the en to bee with the pureſt ſentiments of reſpe& and eſteem, 
SIR, 
as Your molt faithful and __ humble 118065. 
85 OO v9 
To the Rt. Hon. N Addington, 
Speaker of the Houſe of . | 


The 
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The Malt Duty Bill paſſed the Beg e and the e : 


was ordered to be received to-morrow. 


The Land Tax Bill being in a Committee, 
Mr. Roſe preſented a clauſe in favour of officers and POM 


widows, who receive penſions, &c. which, after a ſhort con- 


verfation between Mr. Roſe and Mr. Alderman Curtis, was 
received. The Bill then paſſed the — and the Re- 
port was ordered to be received to-morrow, 


HOUSE OF. COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY) Fan. 14. 8, 
The Malt Duty Bill was reported, ordered to be . 


and to be read a third time to-morrow, if then engrofed. 
On reading the clauſe in favour of officers and their widows, 
in the Land Tax Bill, a ſhort converſation took place between 
Mr. Alderman Corte, Mr. Alderman Anderion, and Mr. 
Roſe. The worthy Magiſtrates ſtated, that their conſtituents, 
the inhabitants of the Tower diſtrict, would be taxed about 
gool. a year more than they formerly were; they approved of 
the principle of the claule, provided it was rus by the Public 
at large. 

Me Roſe obſerved, that if the clauſe were to be aban- 
doned, the inhabitants of the Tower diſtrict would not 
be in the leaſt benefited, ſor that the duty on penſions by way of 
land-tax was payable at the place where the penſions were to 
be received, which was not now in the diſtric of the Tower, 


but at Somerſet Houſe, in the Dutchy of Lancaſter. This 


converſation ended in an underitanding, that Mr. Roſe ſhall 
concur, as a Member of Parliament, in ſome meaſure that may 
be brought forward for the benefit of the ROS, of the 


Tower diſtrict next year. 


The Bill was then ordered to be engroſſed, and to be read a 
third time to-morrow, if then engroſſed. 

The Secretary at War brought up af account of e 
troops in the ſervice of Great Britain for the laſt 1 


dered to be laid on the table. 


The Committees of Supply and 9 5 and Means were de- 
ferred to Friday. 
Adjourned. 


H@USE 


Jag. 15. ]  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 
© HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
1 5 | TH U RSDAY, Fan. 15. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair moved for a new .writ for the Borough 
of Malton, in the county of York, in the room of Richard 
Burke, Eſq. deceaſed. —-Ordered. | | 7 
Another new writ was ordered for a Commiſſioner for 
Kirkcudbright, in the room of Major General Stewart, 
deen U OS OL ee | | | 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, as he ſaw the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
in his place, who had, during the laſt ſeſhon, challenged the at- 
tention and inveſtigation of the Houſe to every proceeding 
which related to public money; as Mr. Huſſey was abſent on 
a former occaſion, he was anxious to put a queſtion to the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, in regard to the Imperial loan. He ſaid he 
hoped before the Budget was open, that the Houſe would have 
an opportunity of giving the ſubjeCt of the Imperial loan a dif- 
tinct diſcuſſion, as it was of great importance to the Public to 
know on what grounds we guaranteed the payment, and 
whether it was in conſequence of our conſidering the Emperor 
in the character of an ally. For theſe reaſons he hoped the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would name ſome day for the 
diſcuſhon of that tranſaction, before the Budget was brought 
forward; 07 5 ; „ 5 
The Chancelhr of the Exchequer replied, that the Hon. Mem- 
ber might perhaps not have been in the Houſe when he had 
iaid a few words on a former night on that ſubject. He had 
then ſtated, that the Imperial loan and the Budget were ſo 
blended, that he could hardly ſeparate them in what he ſhould 
have to ſubmit to the Houſe. He had thought of the matter 
2 good deal fince. He had as great a deſire as any other 
Member of the Houfe could have, that the ſubject ſhould be 
fully diſcuffed; and he hoped an opportunity would offer for 
that purpoſe. He wiſhed the queſtion, whether it was proper, 
under all the preſent circumſtances, the propoſed pecuniary aid 
from this country ſhould be granted to the Emperor, for his 
military aſſiſtance in the courfe of the common cauſe, ſhould 
be fully diſcuſſed. He therefore thought that he ſhould have 
it in command to convey to that Houſe a meſſage from his 
Majeſty, in which ſomething of that kind would be laid be- 
fore them; this he believed would take place in the courſe of 
the next week, and he intended, when he came down that day, 
to give notice that ſomething of that nature would be laid be- 
fore the Houſe, for the purpoſe of difcuffion early in the en- 
fuing weeks, and that conſequently he ſhould be under the ne- 
Rs | | | B ceſſity 
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ceſlity of poſtponing the opening of the Budget for two or 
three days beyond the time at which the notice now ſtood. 

3 MF» Huſſey ſaid, he wiſhed it to be underſtood, that he ſaid 
nothing about the propriety of giving the Emperor the pro- 
poſed aſſiſtance; the point he wanted to have aſcertained 
was, whether or not the Emperor had been over-reached in 
the loan he had made? He did not mean to diſpute the pro- 
priety of giving ſupport to the Emperor; but if we did 


4 : mean to afliſt him, it ſhould be done fairly and effectually:p- He 

_ wiſhed therefore to inforce the neceſſity of having the matter 

1 | OO oo. ͤùͤmwm ðr dd m CT 
; | The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it would be open to the 


Hon. Member to bring forward any propoſition, when the ſub- 
ject ſhould come before the Houſe; but he owned, that he had 
tor ſome time felt a dithculty in ſtating the matter ſeparately 
and diſtinct from the Budget, and that aroſe out of the nature 
of what he thought was neceſſary to be propoſed z however, 
he wiſhed for the moſt ample diſcuſſion of the ſubject, _ 


| HABEAS CORPUS, R 
The Attorney General roſe in conſequence of a notice he had 
ziven, that he ſhould have the honour of ſubmitting to the 
Flouſe a motion for leave to bring in a Bill to continue the 
proviſion of a Bill paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, to 
empower his Majeity to ſecure and detain ſuch perſons as he 
ſhould ſuſpect to be conſpiring againit his perſon and govern- 
ment. He was ſure the Houſe would have the indulgence to 
hear him while he delivered a few words upon that ſubject. 
He happened to be abſent on the firſt night of the ſeſhon; 
had he been preſent it would have_been part of his duty to 
fubmit to the Houſe ſome obſervations on the late trials, and 
alſo on what fell from many Members that night, and he felt 
fome_diſappoiatment that the obſervations which fell from 
many on the ſubſequent debate on that ſubject, were ſuch as 
precluded him from ſtating what his duty, in his view of it, 
called upon him to ſtate, and therefore he gave notice of the 
motion with which he ſhould have the honour of concluding. 
He did not expect the Houſe would be very full that night, 
and as he thought that ſtrong objections might {till be offered 
to the meaſure on the part of thoſe who had oppoſed it for- 
merly, he thought that ſome future day would be appointed 
for the diſcuſſion of it; but after what had paſſed this ſeſſion, 
he hoped they would give him leave to bring in the Bill, and 
he would flate the ground on which he brought it forward, at 
large, on another occaſion; the whole of the diſcuſſion he 
1 mould refer to that ſuture period. With that . 
= - 1 : N E AY he 
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he truſted there would not be any objection to giving leave to 
bring in the Bill without further argument, as he wiſhed the 
ſubject to be diſcuſſed in a full Houſe. He moved, that the 
title of the Act of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, whieh enabled 
his Majeſty to ſecure ſuch. perſons as he ſhall ſuſpect, &c. be 
read; which being done, he moved, “That leave be given to 
bring in a Bill to continue the proviſions of the ſaid Act for a 
timed . ee en gr Ces PR 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, it was in one thing only he could agree 
with the Learned Gentleman, whoſe motion had been juſt 
read, namely, «© That, to proceed in the diſcuſſion of ſuch a 
ſubject, in ſo. thin a Houſe, would be improper ;” for no per- 
| ſon could have imagined that ſuch a meaſure would have been 
brought forward at all, much leſs debated, when the number of 
Members was barely ſufficient to form a Houſe. As the call 
of the Houſe was ſo near, he, for his own part, doubted whe- 
ther it would not be as good a courſe as any he could take, to 
ſuffer this motion to paſs, and to reſerve oppoſition to the day 
of the diſcuſſion. There was one thing however to be ob- 
ſerved from the thinneſs of the Houſe, and which appeared to 
him to be a good omen :—lt proved, that the Houſe in general 
did not believe in the exiſtence of any plots or conſpiracies, on 
the foundation of which the Habeas Corpus Act was ſuſpended; 
bo little did they think fo, that they had not even the curioſity 
to come and hear the Learned Gentleman open che merits of 
his caſe. He therefore took it for granted, that he ſhould not 
hear of any new. plots, or new conſpiracies, or new diſcoveries 
of treaſonable practices; ſince in the threatened Speech of the 
Attorney General, there was not one word of freſh» informa- 
tion: It was evident he intended to make out his caſe out of the 
good old plot. He muſt however ſay, as nothing new had been 
 adyanced on the ſubject, he could not expect but that all thoſe 
who oppoſed the former Bill would be _ this motion 3 
mud if he did not take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon the queſtion, 
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even in this ſtage of the buſineſs, it was becauſe he did not 
wiſh to expoſe to the Public the miſerable attendance manifeſt- 
dd on an occaſion of ſuch extreme importance, | 


The Attorney General ſaid a few words in reply, the tendency 

olf which were, that he did not mean to bring forward any new 

| grounds of conſpiracy on the preſent occaſion. | 7 

Tord William Nuſſel ſaid, that on the rene wal of a meaſure 

ſuch as this, which deprived the people of this country af ſuch 

eſſential rights, he expected to hear a caſe made out that called 

for ſome rigour. When the people of England were to be 
told they were to give up their liberty, ſome reaſon ſhould be. - 
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aſſigned in order to ſhew that it was the effect of the moſt im- 
minent danger, and aroſe from inevitable neceſſity. . 
Hr. Lambton confeſſed, that on a matter of ſo much im- 
portance as the preſent, he expected to hear ſome reaſon aſſign- 
| cd tor the meaſure propoſed. He could never conſent to de- 
—_ priving Engliſhmen of rights ſo dear to them, on grounds ſo 
FR equivocal as thoſe on which the Habeas Corpus Act had been 
ſuſpended laſt year; he expected to hear of ſome new plots 
1 | and conſpiracies, but to find the fame attempt made upon the 
—_ old excuſe really aſtoniſhed him; and ſtill the more when he 
1 reflected on the late trials, and the evidence given on the part 
1 of the Crown, as well as various other eircumſtances which 
' | were freſh in the recollection of them all: He would repeat, 
_ thar in ſuch a caſe as the preſent, he was aſtoniſhed: that an 
| attempt ſhould be made to ſuſpend the proviſions of an Act ſo 
dear to Engliſhmen, + ( 
Dbe Solicitor General ſaid, that as the Houſe had already 
determined that the original ground was ſufficient for ſuſpend- 
ing the Habeas Corpus Act, he conceived that to aſſign any new 
ground was püärfectiy unneceſſarrr gg nt 
Mr. Francis ſaid, that if the ground on which the Habeas 
Corpus Act bad been ſuſpended laſt year was ſufficient, very 
new ground had appeared fince, not for continuing the ſuſpen- 
ſion, but for removing it. This new ground aroſe out of the 
late trials; out of the caſes of thoſe. who had been treated as 
criminals, and had ſuffered long, arbitrary, and-harſh confine- 
ment. Theſe perſons had been tried and acquitted; and what-. 
ever ſome perſons might ſay, he would venture to aſſert, that 
by their acquittal a negative was put to all ideas of plots, on 
which the Act of Parliament had been ſuſpended. And now 
an attempt was made to keep on the ſame reſtraint, as that to 
which we had been before ſubjected, and to leave the liberties 
of all at the will of the Crown, where, he would aſk, was the 
new conſpiracy? or who were the new conſpirators ? He 
would maintain it, there was not the ſhadow of a juſtification 
for preparing to offer this inſult to the honour of the country, 
a thing which miniſters had often done, and which they were 
doing again in this inſtance. © © © © 
Ar. Anftruther ſaid, that as it was underſtood that the ſub- 
ject was not to be diſcuſſed then, he would not have ſpoken, 
had it not been for an exprethon which fell from the Hon. Gen- 
tleman who ſpoke. laſt, viz. arbitrary puniſhment. He denied 
there having been any arbitrary or harſh confinement in the 
caſes of the perſons who had been tried for high treaſon ; they 
had not, he ſaid, been conſined one hour longer. than by 5 


= 


; 


* , 
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they muſt have been, if the Act ſor the ſuſpenſion of the 
| Habeas Corpus had never paſſed. Theſe perſons had no right 
to complain, any of them; for the Grand Jury had ſhewn, by 
finding the bil; that they were of opinion, that there was pro- 
bable cauſe for ſuppoſing they were guilty. They had ſuffered. 
no puniſhment at all, and they had ſuffered no confinement to 
which they were not liable in the due courſe of law. With 
reſpect to any new circumſtances in the caſe of a conſpiracy, 
that was not the day on which that topic was to be diſeuſſed. 
Mr. Francis ſaid in explanation, that he conſidered the caſes 
of the perſons acquitted, as very hard caſes; he meant to ſay, 
they had ſuſtained unjuſt penalties. Gentlemen, on the other 
ſide, ſaid, that impriſonment, ſuch as theſe perſons ſuffered, was 
no puniſhment at all. He truſted in God a day would come 
when they themſelves would know what it was. 
Mr. Grey ſupported the propriety of the obſervations of Mr. 
Francis, on the hardſhips of the perſons who had been tried for 
high treaſon. He doubted the truth of the obſervation of a 
Learned Gentleman (Mr. Anſtruther), that the perſons accuſed 
had ſuffered no more than if the Act for ſuſpending the Habeas 
Corpus had never paſſed; he underſtood, on the contrary, that 
if that Act had not paſſed, they would have been entitled to 
their trials at the next aſſizes. However, tried at laſt they 
were; and honourably to themſelves, and happily for this 
country, they were acquitted. He thought it ſomething omi- 
nous, that the further. ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act was 
to be ſo much a matter of courſe in that Houſe, that they were 
not even to have a. full attendance on it. He agreed with 
thoſe who thought that ſtrong grounds of neceſſity indeed 
| ſhould be laid, before Engliſhmen ſhould loſe the deareſt rights 
they ever enjoyed. This was a caſe of too important a 
nature to be paſſed by in any ſtage of it, and therefore he muſt 
perſiſt in taking the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it. 2 
Mr. Serjeant Watſon explained the operation of law, in caſe 
of high treaſon, to be, that if any perſon accuſed of that crime 
be not brought to his trial at the ſecond aſſizes, he ſhall be diſ- 
charged; and, therefore, he maintained, that the perſons whoſe 
"Caſes had been taken notice of that evening, had been tried as 
early as by law they would have been entitled to be tried, if 
the Habeas Corpus Act had not been ſuſpended. _ N 
Mr. Whitbread alſo thought it neceſſary that the ſenſe of the 
Houſe ſhould be taken on that occaſion; the fituation of the 
caſe itſelf, in his mind, abſolütely required it. If he had ap- 
proved laſt year of the ground on which the Habeas Corpus Act 
had been ſuſpended, the only queſtion would then be, Whether 
the ſame ground remained, ſo that the ſuſpenſion ought to be 


5 
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continued; and even upon that way of putting the queſtion, 
he found himſelf bound to vote againſt the meaſure in agita- 
tion, for the very ground on which the whole was founded 


had been entirely taken away. Bur judging, as he did, that 


there never was a ground for the ſuſpenſion, he had an addi- 


tional reaſon for voting againſt the meaſure. It had been 


aſſerted, that not one perſon had been detained in priſon for 
one hour longer than if the Act of ſuſpenſion had not paſſed 
into a law: That was another reaſon for his being of opinion 


that there exiſted no juſt: cauſe for ſuſpending the Habeas 


Corpus Act; for if the very perſons alleged to be the mot for- 
ward in the conſpiracy, on account of which the Act of Parlia. 
ment was paſſed, were no longer detained in priſon, than if the 


Act had never been paſſed, it was pretty clear it was unneceſ- 


ſary to paſs it ; of the truth of this, miniſters ſeemed themſelves 


to be aware, for the laſt perſon to have been tried, had a few 
days ago been liberated 3 he alluded to the caſe. of Mr. 


Martin. 1 9 i OB F 
Mr. Anſtruther was going to proceed, but he was called to 
7 / ( ĩ ĩ Se 
The Houſe divided, | xt Þ1 66 

5 For the motion + CT. 1 — 71 f 
Adjourned. e ; e 


Housk OF LoRDS. 
| Fazoar, fon we 5 
The Land and Malt-tax Bills were read a ſecond time, and 


committed for-to-morrow.—Adjourned. | | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
138 | FRIDAY, Far. 16. £ 1 
The Secretary at War (Mr. Windham) ſaid, as the Secretary 


of State for the War Department (Mr. Dundas) was unavoid- 


ably abſent, it might be proper to put off the diſcuſſion of the 
Army Eſtimates till a future day.” He propoſed, therefore, to 
move them in the Committee of Supply on Wedneſday next. 
| General Tarleton ſaid, that in the preſent alarming fituation 
of the army on the Continent, and the critical tate of affairs 
at home, it would be a proper mark of the diligence of the 
Houſe to fit next day, and either then or on Monday, the Hon. 


Gentleman might take an opportunity to bring forward the 
Army 1 would fo far tend to quiet the public 
misd. 5 | . - 8 | 

The Speaker ftated, that the days for the Committee of Sup; 
_ ply, in which the Eſtimates muſt be brought forward, were 
onday, Wedneſday, and Friday. He ſuppofed thatthe Houſe 
at riſing would adjourn over Monday. The Hon. Member 
was, however, com t to move, though not conſiſtent with 
the uſual practice, that the Houſe might ſit in a Committee of 

Supply next day.— It was underſtood that the Army Eſtimates 

| ſhould be deferred till Wedneſday. 7 Hoy en Hopi 
The Sheriffs of the City of Ladd attended- at the bar, 
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with a perition from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons, in Common Council aſſembled, ſtating that the avenues 
leading to Temple Bar were narrow and incommodious. The- 
petition was brought up, read, and ordered to be referred to a 
Select Committee. #5, F . 
Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that though the Secretary of State 
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for the War Department was abſent, yet as the Secretary at 
War was in his place, he wiſhed to aſk him a queſtion. He 
conſidered that in the preſent calamitous ſituation of affairs, the 
Public had not only great reaſon, but a right, to complain of the 
want of early and authentic intelligence, with reſpect to the 
events paſſing in Holland. No Gazette had appeared to an- 
nounce the particulars of what had lately happened in that 
quarter. This he confidered as a very unpardonable neglect 
with reſpect to the Public, at a period when affairs wore ſs 
alarming an aſpect, and as it was ſo particularly diſtreſſing to 
the individuals who had relatives with the army, and were thus 
left in a ſtate of the moſt painful anxiety and ſuſpenſe with 
reſpect to their fate. „ N 
Tue Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he could ſcarcely 
conceive the Hon. Gentleman to be ſerious in the remark 
which he had brought forward. What intereſt could the 
Hon. Gentleman poſſibly conceive miniſters to have, in kee 
ing from the Public the knowledge of any difaſter for a ſpace 
of twenty-four hours, whatever regret they might feel u 
the occaſion? The fact, however, was, that a Gazette dad 
been ſome time in preparation, and was now, he believed, 
printed off; and, had the Hon. Gentleman gone home, he 
Vvould have found the anſwer to his queſtion in a copy of the 
Gazette upon his tabſeQ. | 4 * 
Ar. Sheridan ſaid, that he found it difficult to account how 
the Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould conceive him to be other- 
wiſe than ſerious in the difaſtrous ſituation of affairs, into whick 
the country had been brought by the preſent—not to uſe a 
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harſher term—unfortunate Adminiftration ; a fituation which 
* was becoming every day more and more alarming. He was 
equally at a loſs to account what preparation could be neceſſary 
in order to lay before the Public a ſimple narrative of facts. 
Miniſters might make light of a delay of twenty-four hours in 
communicating intelligence; but if they were ſo negligent of 
their duty to the Public, yet {till ſome conſideration was due to 
= the feelings of thoſe individuals, who were kept upon the rack 
Þ from uncertainty, with reſpect to the fate of their relatives; and 
3 to them a delay of twenty-four hours was a conſideration of no 
nl ſmall conſequence. _ .. 2 » 

. Type Chancellor f the Exchequer ſtated, that there were two 
objects which he wiſhed to bring forward at the earlieſt oppor- 
tunity. The one was the conſideration of the Auſtrian Loan, 
which he ſuppoſed he ſhould be authoriſed to bring before the 

— Houſe, by a meſſage from his Majeſty, in the courſe of next 

= week. The other was an object, in which, from the ſentiments 

that had been expreſſed from all quarters, he could not doubt 
of the unanimous concurrence of the Houſe—the conſideration 
of the moſt efficient means to be taken for manning the navy. 
After a converſation of conſiderable length and intricacy, 
the arrangement of buſineſs for next week was ſettled ag 
follows: * e abnet ie at 
The Houſe to be called over on Tueſday. ; wy he 
The Army Eſtimates to be moved in a Committee of Supply 
en Wedneſday ; the further ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 
Bill to be debated on Thurſday ; and on Friday the motion of 
Mr. Grey (which ſtood for Tueſday), with reſpect to peace 
with the preſent government of France. . 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated, that on Friday he ex- 
pected to be authoriſed by his Majeſty, to bring down the 
meſſage relative to the Auſtrian loan, which would of courſe 
be taken into conſideration on the Monday following. He 
ſhould likewiſe take the earlieſt opportunity of bringing for- 
ward his Budget. r . | EE 
The Bill for renewingan Act paſſed laſt ſeſſions, ſuſpending 
the Habeas Corpus, &c. was read a firſt time, and ordered to be 
read a fecond time on Thurſday next. FE 
Mr. Martin ſaid, that he had come down yeſterday, expect- 
ing that the diſcuſſion of a meaſure ſo ſerious as the motion 
for leave to bring in this Bill, would have occupied a conſider- 
able time, and was very much ſurpriſed to find that the Houſe 
had adjourned at an early hour. He teok therefore this op- 
portunity to ſtate, that under, the preſent cireumſtances, he 
conſidered it as his duty to give his moſt decided negative tio 
this Bill in every ſtage of its progreſs. 5 1 


AUSTRIAN 
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Mr. Sheridan thought that the motion of his Hon. Friend 


(Mr. Grey) ought to precede the bringing forward the Auſtrian 


loan, inaſmuch as, if the latter took place, it would interfere 
with the former; for if a majority ſhould be found in favour of 
Mr. Grey's motion, this would operate a againſt the ne- 

ceſſity of the loan. On a former night, he ſaid, 5 had ſtated 


the neceſſity of being furniſhed with the proper documents re- 
lative to the extent of the ſervices rendered us. by the Tg 


; of Pruſſia, in compenſation for the twelve hundred thouſan 


pounds given him; that as the arrangements were ſettled 


at preſent, he ſhould take the firſt opportunity to move for the 
correſpondence relative to the Pruſſian ſubſidy, as he conſidered 
it of great conſequence, before we entered into new engage- 


ments with the Emperor, to aſcertain what uſe had been made 


of the money already taken from this country in the way of 
ſubſidy, and what rcliance could be placed on the fidelity of 
our continental allies. 3 8 : 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that at firſt it was 

imagined that the Auſtrian loan might be collaterally conſidered 
with the ways and means of the current year ; but as it had 
been ſuggeſted by ſome Hon. Gentlemen, that it would be bet- 
ter to diſcuſs it independently of any other queſtion, and to in- 
troduce it under the ſanction of a meſſage from the Throne, 
it ſhould, on a future day, be introduced in this form. 3 
The Houſe at riſing adjourned till Tueſday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. - 


TuEsDAY, Jan. 20. 


The order of the day being read, for all the Lords to be 


ſummoned, I 4. . 
The Duke of Bedford moved, that it ſhould be r 
and that their Lordſhips ſhould be ſummoned for Tuelday 
next: V „„ 2a 
Adjourned to next day. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TousspAx, Fan. 20. | 

A meſſage was brought from the Lords, acquainting the 
Commons, that their Lordſhips had agreed to the Land-Tax 
and Malt Duty Bills; and that their Lordſhips had paſſedPeter 
Vandyke's Naturalization Bill. Es 
| , 8 | 4 | Nt X ak. 
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Yarmouth Roads, and Hanley-Caſtie Incloſure Bills, were 
report rted, and ordered to be ingroſſed. | 

The Grand Junction Canal Bill was read a ſecond time, and 
committed. | 

Afton Cold, Glouceſter Bridge, caſterton, Rutland, St. 
Martin, Stamford Baron, Northampton, and Biſbroke Rutland, 
Inclofure Petitions, were preſented, and Bills ordered. 

Petitions for Bills for repairing Wallingford Roads, for par- 
"Oy the Streets of Reading, and for repairing Llangadock 
Roads, were preſented and referred to a Committee. | 

A petition from the Merchants, Traders, Ship-Owners, and 
Inhabitants of Kingſton upon, Hull and its Vicinity, praying, 

that ſuch means may be taken on the part of Government, as 
may beſt conduce to the reſtoring of peace to this kingdom, 
was preſented, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Copy of the inſtrument of the appointment of Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, and an account of the ſalary payable to tym, and out of 
what fund to be, were ordered. 

The Chancelior of t the Exchequer preſen on, 2 copy of the order 

in Council, permitting the importation of goods, wares, and 
merchandize, from the United Provinces of Holland ; and 
orders from Council reſpecting corn; which. were * to lie 
on the table. 
- CALL OF THE HOUSE, 


| The cali of the day being read, fon the Call of he FR 

the Members were called accoxdingly, and the defaulters 
were ordered to attend in their places on Ry next. 
After which, 


Mr. Fox moved, that the Houſe be called over on this day 
(Tueſday) fe*nnight ; and that, during that interval, no Mem- 


ber do leave town without 2 pexmiſhon from that Houſe, 
-— Ordered. | 


_ Adjourned. to the next day. 55 


— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
' WEDNESDAY, Fan. 21. 


The Land and Malt Tax Bills received the Royal afſent by 
| commiſſion. 8 
The reports of che Committee appointed to ſearch for pre- 
cedents in caſes of Impeachment, was received, and ordered to 
be taken into confideration on ande next. 

. Adjourned till Friday. 


HOUSE 
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: - be WEDNESDAY, Fan. "+ ag 


The Uſher of the Black Rod (Sir Francis Molyneux) defired 
the attendance of the Commons in the Upper Houfſe. The 
Speaker, at his return, ſtated, that the Houſe had attended in 
the Houſe of Peers, where the aſſent of his Majeſty had been 
given by commiſſion to two Bills, empowering certain duties to 
be levied on land and malt, ce. T6 Fl 
e pure PROPERTY. _.. _ 8 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up a copy of an 
order of Council, with reſpect to receiving goods belonging to 
Holland in his Majeſty's warehouſes nn 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated, that the object of 
the order of the 16th was to receive in his Majeſty's warehouſes 
all goods ſhipped from Holland; the object of the order of the 
ziſt, which he had juſt brought up, was to receive goods 
that might be bound for Holland. As there could be but one 
opinion on the expediency of ſuch a ſtep, he ſhouſd imme- 
diately move for leave to bring in a Bill for rendering effectual 
the order of his Majeſty's Council, &c. Onthe ſuggeſtion of 
the Speaker, the motion was made in a Committee of Trade, 
agreed to by the Committee, the report immediately 
brought up, and, after the ſecond reading, agreed to by the 
Hur? che do FT: LE}. IRS VE 
1 3-% e EE 9 NE AO DOE 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, moved for leave to bring in a Bill, prohibiting | 
the exportation of grain from Scotland, and permitting the im- 
, portation of grain and all other articles of proviſioꝶ into Eng- 
- Jang duty or TT a ng vs CEO a” 
Mr. Huſſey aſked, whether, in the preſent ſcarcity of proviſi- 
ons, it might not be proper to ſtop the diſtilleries?—He under- 
ſtood that a great quantity of wheat was at preſent conſumed 
by the diſtiflers, but he was not ſo poſitive reſpecting the expe- 
diency of the meaſure as to make any propoſition upon the 


. 


ſubjeck 3 he rather put it in the form of a 9 98 that he 
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might receive information from Gentlemen who were better 
acquainted with the circumſtances of the cafe, than he profeſſed 

.. The 1 oe the Exchequer replied, that a partial ceflation 
in the diſtilleries had already taken 1 At preſent the quan- | 
tity of wheat employed in the diſtilleries was of no confider- 
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able amount, and. he doubted whether the advantage likely to 
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poder might be extremely bene 
conſumed ſuch a quantity of wheat as could not readily be 
conceived. | „ Op + I Eo ny 5 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that it would be difficult to introduce any re- 
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. 


ariſe from the meaſure, would be ſuch as to balance the incon- 
venience with which it would be attended. ; 5 


% 


Mr. Buxton remarked, that a regulation with reſpect to hair- 
cia to the poor: Every pound 


gulation of that ſort, without laying a prohibition on the 


making of wheat into ſtarch, which would be, in every point of 
view, attended with great inconvenience. He admitted, how- 


ever, that the ſubject was extremely worthy of conſideration ; 


and, if there wasa time at which it was incumbent upon that 
_ Houſe to attend to the ſtate of proviſions, the preſent was 
particularly urgent, not only from the preſſure of the general 


war, and the conſequent calamities to the.poor, but from the 


failure of the harveſt, which he underſtood had by no means 


anſwered the ſanguine proſpects at firſt entertained, and the 


unhappy ſituation of Poland, doomed to ſterility by the iron 
Hand of oppreſſion, which precluded all hopes of any ſupply 
from that quarter; France, finding its territory ravaged 
by the invaſions of its enemies, has | been forced to have re- 


courſe to America, from which we were wont to derive ample 


ſupplies; and the exportations from this country for the main- 
tenance of the Continental armies, had impoveriſhed the labo- 
rious and peaceful part of the community. | 


Mr. Huſſey ſaid, that from what he underſtood of the high 
price of barley, and likewiſe from a circumſtance of the brew- 


ers having lately ſtopt on account of the ſcarcity of malt, in 
all probability he might be encouraged fpeedily to bring for- 


ward ſome ſuch propoſition as he had originally ſuggeſted. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied; that there was little 
wheat uſed at preſent by the diſtillers, and that, as the incon- 


venience did not ariſe from that cauſe, it would be impolitic 


we 


to repeal or ſuſpend the Diſtillery Act, from which the revenue 


had derived ſuch conſiderable acceſſions. 


The report was then received, and leave given to bring in 4 
Bill. SEE, C00 5 . 
Colonel Maitland ſaid, that with a view to further diſcuſſion 


he propoſed now to make a motion, on which he ſhould not 
enlarge, as he underſtood that it would meet with no oppoli- | 


tion: He therefore moved, © That an humble Addrels be 


. reſented to his 2 305 = to give directions, that there ſhould 


: 


laid before the Houle a return of the names, dates of com- 


miſſion, and length of ſervice, of thoſe who ſince the com- 


mencement of the war had been appointed field officers, thoſe 
| Who had received brevet rank not Being included.” 1 


n 
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De Secretary at War (Mr. Windham) ſtated, that if the 
Hon. Gentleman, by his motion, meant to aſcertain that 
rank had not always been beſtowed according to' ſeniority, 
that indeed might be matter of regret, but could not be im- 
uted as matter of blame to miniſters, who, in the mode 
which they had adopted, with reſpect to beſtowing promotion, 
had only accommodated themſelves to the neceſſities of the 
public ſervice. „„ TO OR 
Colonel Maitland ſaid, in order that miniſters might not be 
at a loſs, he would candidly flate his motives for making his 
preſent motion. He knew extremely well that at the com- 
mencement of a war, in order to remedy the ſcantineſs of a 
peace-eſtabliſhment, it was neceſſary to over- ſtep the bounds 
to which at other times it might be proper to adhere, and 
that rank was given to ſuch perſons of fortune and ſituation, 
as were enabled to come forward, and raiſe regiments ſor the 
public ſervice. / This was a practice reſorted to in all wars, 
and of which none had a right to complain. Neither did he 
mean to object to the rapidity of promotion which had lately 
taken place. But he knew of many inſtances where men of 
large fortune, and in a ſituation which gave them the com- 
mand of men, had offered to raiſe regiments, and had been 
refuſed—while permiſſion for that purpoſe had been granted 
to others in circumſtances exactly the reverſe. What he had 
therefore to complain of in the preſent inſtance was not any 
partial deviation from ſyſtem, but that all ſyſtem was aban- 
doned, all confidence was deſtroyed between the ſoldiers and F 
the officers, the officers and the general ; boys from ſchool 9 
were ſet over the heads of veteran officers, and men dragged 
from priſon to the ſervice of their country. Miniſters, in 1 
ſhort, had rendered the ſyſtem entirely ſubſervient to their 
own corrupt views of influence, and had ſhewn the ſame 
neglect in the military department, as in his mind they had 
done with reſpeCt to every other branch of the public ſervice.. 
The motion was agreed to. 3 e 
Lord Arden brought up the ordinary eſtimates of the navy, 


which were ordered to be laid on the table. 
e nes. 
The order of the day was read for the Houſe to reſolve 
_ uſelf into a Committee of Supply, Mr. Hobart in the Chair. 
The Secretary at War (Mr. Windham) ſaid, that to thoſe 
Gentlemen who had had an opportunity of looking into the 
papers laid upon the table, it would be ſcarcely poſſible for 
him ro convey any clearer idea of the eftimates, which he 
Vas then to move; but as many might not have had this op- 
7 N n 
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dortunity, he ſhquld briefly ſubmit to them a ſummary of the 
—4 reſerving himſelf afterwards to give ary explanation 

that might be required in tht courſe of the diſcuſſion. The 

papers, as had been uſual on all former occaſions, were di- 

vided into the following claſſes, the eſtimates of the guards 
and garriſons, of the forces in the plantations, of the troops 
lent from Ireland, of the recruiting contingencies, of the pay 
of the general officers, of the penſions for the widows, and 

Chelſea Hoſpital, ,of the fencible infantry. and fencible ca- 
valry, che clothing, &c. Several of theſe articles were of 

a, nature Which called for no. explanation. The principal 

head was that of the guards and garriſons, including all the 

regular force not employed in diſtant ſervice, among whom 

were compriſed the troops now ſerving on the continent, &c, 

The ſecond head, that of the plantations, compriſed all the 
+1 troops not included in the former; the troops in the Weſt 
=_ . Indies, in Corſica, in Gibraltar, in America, &e. The Se- 
= | cretary at War entered into a number of calculations, into 
which it is unneceſſary that we ſhould follow him; we ſhall | 
therefore ſimply. preſent our readers with the reſults. The 
whole force on 155 including regulars, militia, and fenci- 

. amount to 149,627 men; taking in the 

Indian regiments, it amounted to a much greater number, 

This vie weof the force which Great Britain had been able to 
produce, he, ſtated. to be exceedingly conſolatory with reſpect 

to her capability of carrying on the preſent conteſt; on the 
ather hand, the very great expence at which only ſo numerous 

a force could be ſupported, muſt no doubt be admitted to 
operate as a drawback. The expences of this force amounted 
all together to 6,652,742). . The increaſe in point of numbers 
had been much more rapid than had taken place in the ſame 
period of any former war. It amounted to no leſs than 
735029 men; the additional expence incurred by this inereaſe, 
was a ſum, of 217,548l. Having done this, he ſhould no 
longer detain the Houſe, farther than might be neceſſary to 
anſwer any queſtions that might ariſe in the courſe of the 

diſcuſſion. He concluded with moving the firit reſolution, * } 
that a number of land forces, amounting to 119,000 men, 
including 3882 invalids, be employed for the ſervice of the 
%% f . 5 an ai . 
General Turleton ſaid, he felt appalled when he viewed our 
ſituation z when he confidered how much there was to do, 
| and how little had been done—-great and heavy expences 

; were incurred, and if they were ſevere even in the moment 
of viddory, how much more mult they be felt, how unpala- 

table muſt they prove amidſt the diſaſtrous events now ſur- 

Hou 5 | rounding 
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rounding, us ! after a year replete with diſgrace and defeat, 
when, it could not be ſhewn that any of the large ſums already 
expended in carrying on the war, had ſerved any other pur- 
pole, except to plunge the country deeper in calamity. In com- 
menting upon the errors of ſuch a ſyſtem, he ſhould certainly 
not accuſe the preſent Secretary at War, becauſe it had ex- 
iſted long before he came into the office. He then pro- 
ceeded to examine the new mode of recruiting. This ſyſtem 
ol increaſing the army, ſo contrary to every former principle, 
| had taken place ſo far back as the year 1791, on occaſion of 
the Ruſhan armament, but had not then been carried to any 
great extent, as the wiſh of the country at that time was for 
peace, and the miniſter thought proper to abandon his object 
in order to retain his place. ſhen, however, began the ſyſtem 
of multiplying - officers, and of crimping men; a ſyſtem ſo 
juſtly. reprobated and fo forcibly expoſed by the late General 
Burgoyne, whoſe memory would, on that account alone, if 
he had not had other merit, continue dear to every military 
man. By this new mode of recruiting, veteran officers were 
either laid under ſevere contribution, or expoſed to have 
| ſchool-boys put over their heads. Hence it was, the old 
_ regiments had no men, whilſt the independent companies 
were bidding againſt each other, and the old veterans of the 
line remained totally neglected. By the modern regulation, 
there were two lieutenant-colonels appointed, and if the 
major ſhould purchaſe, he perhaps might be reduced foon 
- after... The captains were , ſtill in a worſe fituation. If the 


eldeſt captain ſhould think it worth his while to purchaſe, he 


muſt pay 70ol. and the ſecond captain zool. and then be re- 
| duced to the half-pay. He defied any one to prove, that by 
thus taking money from the pockets of individuals, any good 
Was done to the Public. In order to eomplete the evil with 

reſpect to the nation, it would only be neceſſary to introduce 


| the ſame ſyſtem into the nayy, and to allow young men to 


purchaſe ſtores and ſhips, and take the command of thoſe 
veteran officers, who had higherto defended the country, and 
would {till 
defence. He went into calculations, to ſhew that by the 
mode of raiſing independent companies, and the pay granted 
to the officers, each man, inſtead, of the nominal ſum of 31. 
in reality coſt the country a ſum of no leſs than 19l. The 


new levies, he ſtated, were raiſed by ſchool-boys and crimps, 


and compaſed of infancy and dotage. He referred to the 
inſtance of a young Nobleman (Lord Granard), who had 
commenced his military career on the 14th of November 
1794, and after a rapid elevation to the rank of major, had 
| . been 


he truſted, continue to conſtitute its ſecurity and 
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been deemed qualified, upon the experience of only ſeventeen 
days, to take the command of a regiment, and in the next 
Gazette jumped into. the rank of lietitenant colonel com- 
mandant. To the enormous ſum of upwards of fix millions 
were to be added the ſums for the ordnance, for the extra- 
ordinaries of the army, beſides the immenſe ſums that muſt 
be granted for the ſupport of our allies in different quarters. 
After remarking that the mode of recruiting for the inde- 
pendent companies and the fencible regiments, was decidedly 
Foſtile to the regular ſupply of the army and navy, he pro- 
ceeded to take a view o the conduct of the war and the 
operations of the laſt campaign, which had every-where been 
conducted by Englith intrigue and Engliſh gold, as the con- 
duct of the war had been diſtinguiſhed throughout by folly, 
raſhneſs, and incapacity. In the Weſt Indies, Sir Charles 
Grey had been promiſed a reinforcement of 10,000 men. 
The whole troops in that quarter amounted only to 5000. 
With theſe, however, that gallant and able commander had 
been able to take Martinique, Guadaloupe, and St. Lucie; 
but though theſe places had been taken by a decifive and vi- 
gorous plan of operations, there was no force ſufficient to 
defend them. Already Guadaloupe had been wreſted from 
us, and the others might ſoon be expected to fall. The 
troops, reduced by-peſtilential diſorders, did not now amount 
to above 2000. The conqueſt of St. Domingo was an object 
too great to be atchieved by a handful of men, more refem- 
bling a band of buccaneers, than a regular army. In the 
mean time what had become of the reinforcements, which 
ought 10 have been ſent by miniſters ? 'They were now pining - 
away on board tranſports in contemptible imbecility, or leſt 
to languiſh in inactivity in the harbour of Portſmouth. He 
ext adverted to the conduct of the war in Flanders from the 
period of the congreſs of Antwerp, in which miniſters had 
a ſhare, ſtating that he meant not to reflect the ſmalleſt blame 
on the illuſtrious commander, or the officers, who had been 
entruſted with the active part of the ſervice, but only on 
thoſe who had the care of concerting the plan of operations 
at home. He remarked that the fexſt grand error was, neg- 
lecting to ſecure Liſle, the key of Flanders, a place, the pol- 
ſeſſion of which was of the greateſt importance for the pur- 
pole of a depot, and in order to carry on a ſyſtem of attack 
againſt France. He hoped that the public and poſterity would 
know with what wife head, whether civil or military, the 
plan of the ſiege of Dunkirk had originated—an attempt which 
had divided the combined army, and ruined all the ſubſequent 
operations. Our miſcarriage before Dunkirk had I -= 
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French with confidence, and covered us with ſhame, con- 
fuſion, and diſgrace. _ | „„ | 

' He then went over the various events of the campaign, the 


attack upon the Lys—the loſs of Tournay—the evacuation of - 


Oſtend, leaving Nieuport to its fate—the fall of Condé, 
Queſnoy, and Landrecies - together with the ſtores and ma- 


gazines loſt; alſo the diſaſters and defeats of the laſt campaign. 
He would not, he ſaid, attempt to deſcribe them, for the 
ſcene of cal was not yet clofed, and was ſuch as could 


not be ſurveyed by any Engliſhman without the keeneſt ſen- 
ſations of melanchaly and regret. In this fituation of national 


_ diſaſter, and retracing amidſt this clould of misfortune, where 
could they look for a veſtige of conſolation ? Was there any 
_ conſolation to be derived from the ceconomical arrangements 


of miniſters? They had to deplore an immoderate expendi- 


ture amidſt all our diſadvantages, and our allies faithleſs and 
5 us, the vigour of Auſtria and the avarice of 


Pruſſia having become proverbial ; yet we were even now 
about to give the enormous ſum of 6,000,000]. for which we 
had no means to compel the payment of either principal or 


intereſt. A ſyſtem of laviſh expence was perſiſted in without 
any object, and the profuſion and credulity of Great Britain 


kept pace with the avarice and perfidy of her allies. 
He would aſk a young Colonel (Jenkinſon) what was the 
plan by which he P, to march to Paris? He 


would aſk a Noble Lord (Mornington) whether Robeſpierre 


had left him the ſame legacy with Briſſot, and enabled him 


to amuſe that Houſe in a ſpeech of four hours on the ryranny 


of the French government, and the inſtability of their re- 
ſources ? Notwithſtanding all the reaſonings of miniſterialiſts 
and alarmiſts, every change had been prejudicial to this 
country; all their concluſions had failed, and all their argu- 


ments proved futile. Indeed he would propoſe to the good 


ſenſe of every Member preſent, whether every change that 
had taken place in France had not been more and more un- 
favourable to this country. He would tell the Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) that the taking of. Toulon had ex- 
ceeded the moſt glorious atchievements of his illuſtrious father, 
who had ſent more troops againſt the Havannah than he had 
thought neceſſary to employ for the reduction of all the 
French Weſt India iſlands. Suppoſe even that the operations 
of next campaign were completely ſucceſsful, that Holland 


Was recovered, and the French driven within their frontier; 
it would coſt fifty millions and torrents of blood to reſtore 
the country to the ſituation in which it had been at the com- 
mencement of laſt campaign. The anticipation of a different 
re e Wo Lo ns f | —_ | e 
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event was almoſt too dreadful to be contemplated, even for a 
moment. Suppoſe our enemies proſperous ; ſuppole them to 
conquer Holland, and re-take,the, Weſt India iſſands ; an in- 
vaſion of Great Britain and Irefand would be the probable con- 
ſequences : In ſhort, there was no ſcene which the moſt 
gloomy imagination could form, that might not be realized. 
What then was the reſult of the whole view of the ſubje&-?— 
An expenſive war, conducted without energy or ſkill; an 
improvident and unconſtitutional mode of recruiting ; gene- 
rals, who had only been able to exerciſe their talents in re- 
treats; and the army now left in a molt critical and perilous 
fſituation! The allies had loſt, in the courſe of different en- 
0 gagements, 350,000 men, 50,000,0001. had been expended by 
this country, and a molt extraordinary loan contraCted by mi- 
-niſters in a manner equally extraordinary: Add to. this, the 
country would be loaded with a debt of 350 millions. Such was 
the ſtate of affairs in which the country was placed ; it was 
then to determine whether they would look at it with apathy, 


* 


” 


and take a freth doſe of confidence in miniſters, or rouſe to a 

proper ſenſe of the danger, and provide againſt the evil before ; 

it ſhould become too late to apply a remedy, and our conſti- ; 

tution itſelf, and every thing around, fink into inevitable ruin, 4 

Mr. Huſſey ſaid, that he roſe to make a motion, That the 1 

Chairman leave the; chair, and report progreſs. The Right \ 

Hon. Gentleman had a few days fince given notice of his t 

intention to bring forward the diſcuſſion of a plan for the b 

more effectual manning of the navy. He was of opinion, 4 

that this object ought to ſuperſede all other conſiderations ; & 

and that, if poſſible, 20,000 men ſhould be added to the b 

100,000. already voted for the ſea- ſervice. He conſidered is 

exertions in this way as likely to be much more beneficial to te 

the country, than any that could be made by increaſing the er 

j number of our land forces. The reſources. of the country lit 

were great, but not inexhauſtible; he did not believe that they th 

were yet nearly exhauſted; but there was, in his opinion, a th 

certain limit, beyond which we could neither raiſe men nor be 

money. Our laſt ſtake ought to be employed as beneficially he 

4 as poſſible, He did not mean to ſay, that we were actually be 

wad come to the laſt ſtake; but, if any one. controverted, the - re] 

. Propoſition, that the country was approaching to its Faſt ſake, an 

he would mention one or two facts, that might ſerve'to alter the 

their opinion; He had the curioſity to inſpect ſome. of the aff 

5 newly-raiſed regiments, and found them compoſed. of men en 

4; between 70 and 80, ſcarcely able to carry a knapfack,. and ma 

15 boys of 12 and 13; there was a man in his neighbourhood, | the 

i Mr. Huffey ſaid, who had ten years ſince been. Alcbarges I | 2 
ae Dot one dT ob fog pointer bong Unßt 
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unfit for the ſervice, and who was lately enliſted, at-a-bounty 
of ſeven guineas. He had given his opinion, that our naval 


exertions ſhould have been made at an earlier period: And 


though he was aware of the replies, that ſuch a meaſure 


would have cramped our commerce; and that the practice of 
preſſing was unpopular ; he ſhould Kill profeſs his judgment 
to be, that our commerce bad been more deeply injured by 
the mode which had been purſued: And that our ſailors 


would have been better pleaſed to have been preſſed into the 


ſervice of England, than to languiſh, as they do at preſent, 


in the priſons of France. He concluded with making his 


motion. 


| The Chanceller of the Exchequer ſaid, that he did not think 
with the laſt Hon. Speaker—that vigorous exertions for the 


army, at all impeded thoſe that ought to be made for the ſer- 
vice of the navy. On the contrary, they had always been found 
to go hand in hand; and in looking to former wars, it would 
appear that we had then been moſt ſucceſsful at fea, when we 
had been moſt powerful by land. The preſent reſolution then, ſo 
far from tending to defraud the navy, ought to be conſidered as 
having an entirely contrary effeft. Was it then to be urged 


that they were come to ſuch a fituation, that if they voted this 


number of men for the army, they ſhould not be able to pro- 


vide for the naval ſervice? The Hon. Gentleman has admitted 


that our reſources were ſtill great. It Was not, he truſted, to 
be ſaid; in any pecuniary ſenſe, that this was our laſt effort. 
The Hon. Gentleman who had ufed the words © laſt ſtake,” 
had himſelf. very properly corrected the efpreſhon; But, if it 
be ſaid, that we eught to lock to our laſt ſtake - that laſt ſtake 
is certainly involved in the ultimate iſſue of the preſent con- 
teſt. We can only in the preſent moment approach to that 
exhauſted ſituation bs a baſe timidity, a contemptible imbect- 


lity, and unmanly fear, which would induce us to abandon 


the object of our exertions, and would prove us unworthy of 
the bleſſings we enjoy. Though the war, which it had lately 
been the taſhion to term diſgraceful, had been attended with 


heavy and ſevere preſſure, {till our reſources had increaſed | 


beyond the proportion of our expences; and that, as far as 
related to the internal ſtate of the country, to its commerce 


and its credit, and to the means of recruiting the army and 


the navy never was there any war in which the aſpect of 
affairs, after two years of hoſtility, was ſo proſperous and 


encouraging, and in which ſuch great exertions had been 


made within ſo ſhort a ſpace. We were yet, he truſted, nei- 
ther deficient” in the means or in the ſpirit neceſſary. for 
a vigorous proſecution of the war. Being convinced, then, 


| that 
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that to put the army on a reſpectable footing, was the beſt | 


method to render our naval ſuperiority more ſecure, atid to 


give effect to our naval exertions; he would rather vote the 
Teſolution immediately, than, by deferring it, riſk the ſmalleſt 


chance of diſcouraging the public ſpirit. And in this deter- 
mination he was the more confirmed, as whatever wifhes 


| had agreed on the neceſſity of keeping on foot a great and 
| powerbul force—a neceſſity, ſurely, which it would not be 
contended, that any thing which lately had occurred had in 
the ſmalleſt degree tended 'to diminiſh. _ . 
Mr. Fox ſaid, if the Right Hon. Gentleman had had 
the good fortune to be miniſter of this country in the reign of 
Queen Anne, when we had, by the wiſdom of our meaſures, 
gained ſuch military reputation, and which, he hoped, we 
ſhould never loſe; if he had been miniſter, as his illuſtrious 
father was, at the end of what we generally called the ſeven 


years war; if he had the reputation which his father had 


juſtly eſtabliſned, by ſecuring North America to this country 
for a time; if he had gained in proportion as he had loſt; 
if he ſtood in the ſituation of his enemy, having acquired a ſuc- 
ceſs more brilliant than hiſtory could record of any ſingle 
campaign; if he had acquired as much glory by his political 
conduct, as he had entailed upon himſelf diſgrace; he ſhould 
then, Mr. Fox ſaid, have had ſome doubt, whether the ſtyle 
and tone of the miniſter could have been juſtified : Prudent 
it could not be in any man, at any time, under any circum- 


ſtance; but what would the Houſe think, and what would 


the people feel, when they found ſuch a man coming forward 
with an air of triumph, under ſuch circumſtances? What 
was to be ſaid of a miniſter who aſked, and that with a tone 
of authority, for the confidence of the Houſe in this proſecu- 
tion of the war? A minifter who had been ſo. unfortunate, at 


leaſt, as to ſee every one of his prediCtions reverſed by events; 


who had year after year regularly and conſtantly purſued mea- 
ſures the moſt wild, extravagant, and dangerous, which expe- 


rience taught us to be fo, and which had "brought us into a | 


ſituation, that, in point of real calamity, was, perhaps, never 
_ equalled in this country at any former period—that ſuch a 
miniſter could have the hardihood to claim further confidence, 
was aſtoniſhing; it was adding inſult to injury. It was telling 
-us, that what the country ſuffered he regarded not: That he 
Was indifferent to all the defeat, diſaſter, or diſgrace that had 
befallen us; and that under them all, his ſpirit remained un- 
broken. Nor was he content with this, for he affected to caſt 
ridicule on thoſe who oppoſed the war; it was- the faſhion 


4 8 be entertained with reſpect to negotiation, all quarters 


an . 
2. 
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call this war calamitous and diſgracefal—he ſhould be glad to 
know, if it was the faſhion, who was the cauſe of it? Would 
the miniſter deny any one of the ſtatements that were made of 
the diſaſtrous events by which the war had been ſo unhappily 

diſtinguiſned? Would he deny that the object for which the 
war was undertaken on our part was loſt? Would he den 
that we . had not met with diſappointments and defeats, ini. 
fortunes and diſaſters, which were unequalled in the hiſtory 


of this world? Would the miniſter ſhew one event in the 
whole courſe of the preſent winter, that could be conſtrued 


in our favour ? Not a week had paſſed without producing 
a Gazette, giving ſome account of our misfortunes. But what 
reply had he made, what colouring or excuſe had he offered, 
for the numerous diſaſters which had been quoted even in the 


courſe of that day ? The rich e of Flanders had been 


loſt in the laſt campaign; not by a ſudden incurſion of the 
enemy, but by a ſeries of battles and ſieges, bloody on both 
ſides, and diſaſtrous to the defeated armies beyond all parallel. 
The whole of Germany, on the ſouthern ſide of the Rhine, 
had been loſt, with the ſingle exception of Mentz. A great 
part of Spain, and of Italy, was now in the poſſeſſion of the 
enemy; and ſome of our Weſt Indian conqueſts were reco- 
vered from us. Did theſe loſſes, either collectively or indivi- 
dually taken, amount to nothing like diſaſter ? This was the 
man who aſked for the confidence of the Houſe in future, and 
who affected to treat with levity, the ſentimeats of thoſe who 
did their duty to the Public, and who ſaid what they thought, 


that the preſent war was calamitous and diſgraceful.— And 


what was our proſpect at this moment? The miniſter ſaid, 
that in ſome ſenſe, this was our laſt ſtake, What did he mean 
by that? Had he the ſame object now in view, as he profeſſed 
to have at the commencement of the war * Would he now 


ſcriouſly tell the Houſe, that he had any hope of effecting a 


counter-revolution in, France? was not that object loſt for 
ever ? was it not given up by every power in Europe, but that 
of Great Britain? | 

their actions, acknowledged the French government; while 


Had not every one of them virtually, by 


we ſtood alone, vainly and fooliſhly attempting to prevent it, 


by which we had brought ourſelves to the verge of ruin? 


He remembered in what manner the miniſter, ſome time ago, 
uſed to anſwer objections that were made to his adminiſtra- 


tion: He affected, with a manner half modeſt and half aſ- 


ſuming, to ſay, that with all defects, the country was in a 


proſperous condition. Little merit as there might be in ſuch 


a declaration, when urged by way of argument, yet it taught 


us to reflect on our condition now, and fo make us feel, 
. | "#0 2 | | that 
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it was the duty | 
troops ſhould not be left in a ſituation where they might be ſa- 
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that if any merit of the miniſter had brought us to a ftate of 
proſperity, there muſt be ſome fault in the ſame perfon who 

ad brought us to the verge of ruin. During the calamities 
of the American war, he thought them great; der now, when 
he compared them with the calamities of this war, they ſunk 


P ĩᷣͤ 1 ; 
He then ſaid, that miniſters were to blame, that a d 


to be the general opinion; and the removal of Lord ( eorge | 
Sackville and Lord Sandwich was agitated : _— of 
the 


this kind was the cafe with regard to the late Firſt Lord o 
Admiralty, but not fo with reſpect to the Minifter at War; 


on the contrary, a third Secretary of State was appointed, 
ſeemingly for the purpoſe of keeping the conduct of the war 


in the hands in which it was placed before; and to the fame 
hands which managed the laſt glorious campaign, were to be 
truſted the care of the next; and what were the people of this 
country to expect from all this? The miniſters themſelves, 
or their friends, continually told us, that the Britiſh arms have 
been well conducted; if fo, our hopes muſt be at an end; for, 
with all the advantage of ſuch good conduct, the reſult to us 
had been calamity and diſgrace. By whoſe fault we had been 


brought into this ſituation, was not a matter of the ſame im- 


portance as the queſtion of — What means we ſhould purſue in 
future? He, for one, was ready to declare that all the blame 


appeared to him to be applicable to miniſters; and he was of 
opinion, that imputing the blame to them was, in general, the 


proper way: For, if miniſters were aceuſed, and fome ge- 
neral or any other officer was to blame in the conduct of the 
war, it Was an eaſy thing for miniſters to fay ſo, and to prove 
it; but if, with brave troops, good generals, faithful allies, 
and good conduct, this was our ſituation, nothing could be 
our l in the proſecution of the war, but complete de- 
fpair. Remember the expedition of Lord Moira! Remember 
bow the expedition to the Weſt Indies was crippled ! Re- 
member the retreat from Toulon and then let any man ſay, 
whether the war has been properly conduted, — 


- He next took notice of the ſituation of our troops in Hol- 


land; Whether the Dutch entered into negotiation with the 
French with or without our knowledge, was a matter, he 
ſaid, that muſt be explained hereafter 3 but when we knew it, 
of miniſters to take care, that the Britiſh 


erificed z the beſt thing that could be done, in that cafe, was 
to give the army as good winter-quarters as could be provided, 


and as ſpecdily as poſſible Winne up; ANY 
wh CCCCCC 0 ET 5 ay 
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Wich regard to the effect of the propoſed vote, he was one 
of thoſe who were willing to aſſent to it if neceſſary, provided 


that could be done without crippling the navy; but, as it poſ- 
fibly might have that effect, the better way would be to inquire 
into that fact previouſly ; and therefore he ſhould ſupport the 


motion of his Hon. Friend, that the Chairman ſhould Teave the 


Chair, report progreſs, and aſk leave to fit again. The mi- 


niſter was ſanguine as to the power of this country to raiſe 


money, and, Mr. Fox ſaid, he was fo likewiſe; but the 


greateſt difficulty he had was about raifing the men, and he 


Was well affured that the great bounty which was given to vo- 


lunteers in the army had a bad effect on the ſervice of the navy. 


The inſtance which had been adduced by his Hon. Friend, and 
which was by no means a ſolitary one, ſhewed how much more 
difficult it was to procure the former. It demonſtrated the impo- 


licy of. minifters hiring foreign treops, in giving 200,000 l. to 


Pruſſia, and now 6,000,000 1. to Auſtria, when Britiſh blood 
was ſo far from being ſpared by this immenſe expenditure, 
that ſcarcely a man was to be had on any terms. 274 | 


Mr. Fox declared, he was ſorry to be compelled to fay, 
that on comparing the preparations for this with preparations 
for other wars, tt army had in this much more than its due 
proportion, when examined with the navy, and judged of in 


that way, and there never was a war when the exertions of 


this country ſhould be ſo much directed to the navy, as the 


preſent war. What was every man to conclude from the vote 


that was propoſed that night, but that we were going to fend 
thouſands of Britiſh troops out of this country to be flaughter- 
ed in Germany, or impriſoned in France? Had not that 
been the cafe, this campaign? He had no intelligence ex- 
cept what the Gazettes afforded; by looking at them, he 
found the lofs of the Britith rroops to be dreadful. He hoped 
that no more of them were to go to the Continent, for, of the 


two, if there muſt be either, he would rather that Engliſh 


4 


money ſhould be ſquandered, than that Engliſh men ſhould be 
n | 355 | * | 
1 


our Engliſh troops are not to be ſent again to the Conti- 


nent, where is the neceſſity of ſuch an increafe in the eſta- 
bliſhment ? And if they are to be fent there, what ſecret 


charm, what viſionary ſcheme, induces us to ſend them to 2 


place, from whence we never can indulge à hope of feeing 


them return? 


Is there any Gentleman to come forward with ſome new 


idea of marching to Paris? and are we again to be told what 


_ fortified towns there are to conquer, and how the modes of 
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conqueſt are to be enforced ? We haye heroes that are greater 
than the greateſt heroes in hiſtory or romance; but unfor- 
nately their means were inadequate to their undertakings. _ 
Mr. Fox took a ſhort view of the conduct of Adminiſtra- 
tion fince the commencement of the war, and maintained that 
they had purſued many meaſures which were highly injurious 
to the intereſts of this country, and omitted others by which 
we ſhould have been highly benefited. Have they ſtated how 
it happened that we have been ſo repeatedly unſucceſsful ?— - 
Has it been for want of force enough ? When the French 
made an impreſſion to the Weſtward, Lord Moira was never 
ſent to aſſiſt our troops till the laſt. The ſiege of Vpres too 
was ſimilar. And after all this, was it not more than a Bri- 
tiſh Houſe of Commons ought to bear, that a mighty army 
was to be put under the direction of men who had gone ſo far 
towards the ruin of their coutitry, and who would not give as 
much as an account of their conduct. What, he would aſk 
again, did the miniſter mean by an affected ſneer, that it was 
the faſhion to call this a diſgraceful war? Would he at- 
tempt to deny that aſſertion ? Would he ſay it was not diſ- 
aſtrous, calamitous, and diſgraceful? Would he compare 
it with any other in which this country had ever been engaged? 
Would he compare the events of it with thoſe of any other 
war ? Man by man, guinea by guinea, town by town, loſt ; 
army by army defeated ! FT 33 + 
Mr. Fox entered into an enumeration of the loſſes of Valen- 
ciennes, Conde, and the various other places, until he came 
to the fate of Holland, in all which he ſaw nothing on the 
part of our Adminiſtration but arrogance and incapacity.— 
Mere not Valenciennes and Condé, with the moſt ſtupid and 
beſotted ignorance, left only to a garriſon of Emigrants, who 
were all thus ſhamefully betrayed to death and butchery ?— 
What ſuch miniſters do not like to hear as accuſation, they 
muſt urge as their defence when the time comes, andthe time. 
will come when they muſt offer retribution. This might ap- 
pear to be ſtrong language, but it was the language that was 
tuited to the occaſion. Thoſe muſt be ſuppoſed to feel deeply 
who have ſuffered. He knew that preſent misfortunes always 
appeared greater than thoſe which were ſeen in diſtant perſpec- 
tive, He did not wiſh to ſay any thing of himſelf, but he 
had no doubt, that if his counſel had been followed even a 
long time after the war began, we might have ſaved Holland. 
Was he to be told that it was the faſhion to call this a diſgrace- 
ſul war? It was the faſhion with him to ſay what he knew, 
and it ought to be the faſhion with the people to expreſs what 
I De or TR Oe eg el 
i With 


"of 
4 


' Jaw, 21.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. % 
With reſpect to the finance and reſources of this country. 
he admitted them to be high, but he deſired it to be remem- 
bered alſo, that the debt which we already owed was extremely 
great; and if we proceeded much further in this ruinous war, 
it might come to be a queſtion, What were the reſources by 
_ which we as, art y off the intereſt of our debt, and ſupport 
the government? The Right Hon. Gentleman had dwelt 
much on our reſources, but he appears not to have weighed 
the preſſure of the taxes which were to be impoſed in the pre- 
ſent year, and which muſt be laid on in the next, even if a 
peace was immediately to be concluded. If the preſept was 
not the laſt, it was certainly an approach to our laſt ſtake. 
This war had deeply affected even our reſources already: It had 
affected our manufactures in a very conſiderable degree; if 
the miniſter doubted it, a Right Hon. Gentleman near him 
(Mr. Windham) would give him ſome information from his 
_ conſtituents, upon that ſubject ; but if that was the caſe with 
regard to our own manufactures, before we loſt Holland as 
an ally and a cuſtomer, what was to be the caſe after Hol- 
land was put into the hands of the French? He had heard it 
ſaid that the credit of the two countries was intertwiſted: 
That in particular the Bank of England, and the Bank of 
Amſterdam, were, in point of concern to us, one and the 
| ſame thing: This was the language held out in order to get us 
into this war; he admitted it was not uſed by the miniſters, 
but they all ſuffered it to have its weight at the time it was ut- 
tered, — they ſaid nothing to ſhew the fallacy of it. If, on 
the other hand, there be no fallacy-in it, what was the fitua- 
tion of Amſterdam, and conſequently the ſituation of this t4 
country, at this very moment? He was ſure he did not know; 1 
and he was afraid the miniſter did not know. The arrival of '8 
the family of the Prince of Orange, was a melancholy pro- une 
gnoſtie of the fate of Holland. He was afraid, too, that the 1 
Dutch would be of opinion that our benign friendſhip, our i 
great good-will, had ruined them. Indeed there was too much _ 1 
reaſon to ſuſpect that this was true; with regard to the Dutch; } 
but, as to ourſelves, we were in a ſingular ſituation ; we were 1 
the only power in Europe who refuſed to acknowledge the bn 
_ preſent government of France; all the others had virtually =_— 
done ſo. We were now about to perſuade the Emperor, by 1 
means of ſix millions of money, to pretend to change his —_ 
opinion upon that ſubject, after having given up the conten- 8 
tion reſpecting it as Archduke of Auſtria and King of Bo- 1 
hemia, after we had tried others in vain upon. the ſame occa- | 1 
ſion. Good God! that a miniſter, who had brought us into 1 
his calamitous and diſgraceful ſituation, ſhould come to the = 
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Houſe of Commons, and expect confidence as to his future 
operations! Still more deplorable it was, that there ſhould be 


a Houſe of Commons who would bear it: In this there ap- 
peared to him to be ſomething ſadly inauſpicious and alarm- 


ingly ominous. The duty of the miniſter was to come to that 
Houſe, and to expreſs himſelf only in tones of ſorrow and 


contrition; and the duty of the Houſe, in his opinion, after 
what they heard from the miniſter, was to expreſs their in- 


dignation at his arrogance. He concluded with declaring, 


that he ſhould not have entered ſo-much into the various points 
he had inſiſted "on that night, if the miniſter had not by his 
manner of diſcuſſing this queſtion treated that Houſe, and the 


people of this country, with ſo much contempt; for what was 
nt but contempt to treat with levity, complaints againſt a 


war, the moſt calamitous in which this country was ever 


: e Chancellor of the Exchegner ſaid, the Committee would 
not be ſurpriſed, if he ſolicited attention for a few*' minutes. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman who had juſt ſat down, had, 


in every part of his ſpeech, moſt completely miſrepreſented 


him, and, in many inſtances, in a manner ſo. groſs and pal- 


Pable, that it muſt have been obvious to every Gentleman in 


the Houſe. In order to detect theſe various miſrepreſenta- 


tions, it would be neceflary to follow the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman almoſt through the whole of his ſpeech; and when 
they were once taken away, all the charges fo triumphantly ad- 
vanced would fink to the ground. In the firſt place, the Right 
Hon. Gentleman charged him with, having called for the con- 
tidence of the Houſe, as a preparatory ſtep. to their granting 
the ſupphes that had been moved tor—Not one word that 
tould be tortured into ſuck a meaning, had dropt from him 


during the debate. It was the exigencies of the State that 


called for theſe extraordinary ſupplies z it was upon the eſti- 


mates laid upon the table that the Houſe were to found their 
vote, and not upon any unuſual confidence in ' miniſters, 


Whether or no the Houſe acted wiſely in placing, not a blind 
and unlimited, but a juſt and conſtitutional confidence in mi- 

niſters, would be manifeſted by the event. FR IE 
But what was the confidence which he had expreſſed, and 


which he had called upon the Houſe to feel? It was a confidence 


that, in a conteſt ſo momentous as the preſent, all the innate 


ſpirit and vigour of this country would burſt forth into action. 


It was a confidence in the firmneſs, the zeal, and ardour | 
of- the people, in the ſkill, in the courage, in the perſeverance 


af our armies and of our fleets. It was a confidence in the 


wduliry, in the manufaQures, in the commerce, in the in- 
ff SE. 
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_ creaſing reſources of this country—reſources, not diminiſhed 
by war, but which ſeem to increaſe. in proportion to our ne- 
ceſſities. It was a confidence founded upon the credit of this 


country, unimpaired by war, ſuperior to temporary attacks, 
and fully able to ſuſtain a loan as large as the — of the 


ſtate had called for. It was upon theſe general grounds com- 


bined that he had expreſſed his confidence, and ſurely they 


were ſufficient to inſpire it. If to place reliance. upon ſuch 
grounds as theſe, was folly—if to proclaim that reliance was 
arrogance, of both he was guilty. He truſted that all the at- 


tempts of the Right Hon. Gentleman to deceive the Houſe 


in that reſpect would be vain. He ſtated under a general pro- 


poſition under the title of confidence, what was applicable in 
a qualified ſenſe to particular conſiderations, and had nothing to 


= do with any confidence which any miniſter might think fit to 


5 aſk, or any Parliament ſhould think wiſe to grant ; it was not 
] 


an attempt which any perſon feeling manfully on the ſubject 


would be induced to make, and was unworthy of the Right 


3 Hon. Gentleman who made it, and could be conſiſtent only 
with a diſpoſition to damp the ardour and to fetter the exer- 


tions of the people of this country. This was the more ex- 


traordinary, as that Gentleman had already pledged himſelf to 
a declaration in that Houſe, that the greateſt exertions are ne- 
ceſſary at this time on the part of this country. But when he 


had expoſed all the Right Hon. Gentleman's miſrepreſenta- 


tions, he would leave it to the Houſe to determine to whom 


the charge of arrogance was moſt applicable. 


The Right Hon. Gentleman had next charged him with 
levity, in ſpeaking of the events of the war: Whether he had 


talked lightly of them or not, he ſubmitted to the recollection 
of the Houſe; and to the ſame tribunal he would leave it to 
decide whether, in treating of the misfortunes of the war, 


the Right Hon. Gentleman, ſpeaking in a tone of exultation, 


coupled with an affected lamentation, had or had not diſplayed 


A2 degree of triumph which the detail of our misfortunes was 


but ill calculated to inſpire. But in what manner had he 


treated them with levity? Had he attempted to conceal or to 


deny any part of our ill ſucceſs? On the contrary, he had, in 
the moſt explicit terms, acknowledged our want of ſucceſs in 
various particulars. But what followed from thoſe temporary 


calamities that we ſhould give up the conteſt in deſpair; that 


we ſhould humble ourſelves before the enemy of mankind ? 
No, it ſhould induce the people to redouble their energy, and 


to call forth all their force in defence of their country. He 


was ready to admit that the ſituation of the country at pre- 


ſent was ſuch as created in his mind a reaſonable degree of 


Pp- alarm, 
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alarm, büt it was an alarm rather at poſſible than at probable 
. events. It was an alarm ſuch as every man muſt feel when 
engaged in a doubtful conteſt; but it was a feeling very dif- 
ferent indeed from diſmay or deſpair, with which neither the 
exaggerated ſucceſſes of the enemy, nor the preſſure of tem- 
porary misfortune, could inſpire him. ' 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had then proceeded to charge 
him with having ſaid that it was a faſhion to call this war, 
diſaſtrous. It was true he had uſed that expreſſion. It was 
a faſhion with a ſet of people in this country, to repreſent 
every event which happened as a misfortune to us. But the 
Right Hon. Gentleman had gone farther, and beſides term- 
ing the war unfortunate, he had called it diſgraceful. And 
Gentlemen on the other fide charged miniſters with the whole 
of the diſgrace, and with being the authors of all the calamity 
| that has hitherto attended it, and then defired them to put as 
: much blame as they were able on the generals who commanded 
heroes, 509th ohhh OE e Ib i. 
Thbis, as far as it was a matter of advice, he did not thank 
the Hon. Gentleman for, and was what he would not follow. 
That we had in many inſtances failed, he had already admitted; 
but that in any one inſtance we had incurred diſgrace, he po- 
ſitively denied. Whatever might be the event of this war, 
whether favourable to England or not, the ſkill and bravery of 
Her forces by ſea and land, would ſhine in the page of 
hiſtory ; they had even added to their former character. In 
fact our army never ſtood higher in point of military glory, 
for ſkill, valour, and perſeverance, - and, until lately, they had 
been ſucceſsful in every inſtance. He wiſhed to atk, whether 
this war had been fo uniformly unfortunate as it was the 
faſhion to repreſent it. Look to the naval war, does that afford 
matter of deſpair? Look to the war out of Europe, has that 
been uniformly unfortunate ? In both we have the moſt ſolid 
ground of exultation. Look at the pecuniary reſources, at 
the credit, at the commerce of the country, and the balance is 
infinitely in our favour. —Theſe were the reaſons why he had 
complained of that faſhion of dwelling with a kind of malig-, 
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1 nant ſatisfaction upon the calamities of the country, and ap- 
1 plying the coarſe epithet © diſgraceful” tothe war. It was 
im not his intention to enter in detail into all the operations of 
_ our forces laſt campaign, as that was not exactly the proper 
_ time for ſuch inveſtigation. It was true, that when the Houle 
=: was confidering the army eſtimates, it was not irregular to 
1 animadvert upon the operations of the army. Indeed, there 
+ were few points brought under the conſideration of the Houte, 
5. in which Gentlemen might not, if they thought proper, find 
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an opportunity of throwing out inveQives againſt miniſters 
But if he were even to go the length of admitting that every 
aſſertion of the Right Hon. Gentleman was founded in fact, 
and that all his inferences were juſtly and correctly drawn 
from thoſe facts, ſtill, as far as related to the queſtion then be- 
fore the Houſe, his arguments had no kind of application to 
it. If the Right Hon. Gentleman was really ſerious in think- 
ing that the miniſters were ſo ſtupid, ſo utterly incapable of 
conducting the affairs of this nation, as he had repreſented 
if it was true, that every failure which we have experienced 
during the war, was attributable ſolely to miniſters—if all this 
was true, what followed? To refuſe the neceſſary ſupplies, 
and that we were to have no army; for that was the queſtion 
before the Houſe. If the Houſe ſhould be convinced that 
miniſters had acted improvidently and negligently, did it 
therefore follow that all our exertions ſhould ſtop, and that 
ue ſhould throw ourſelves upon the mercy of our enemy? 

He believed, however, that the object of the Right Hon. 
| Gentleman was extremely different but perhaps he felt a de- 
= vgrec of delicacy in ſtating it. He would relieve his delicacy, 

and ſtate it for him. His purpoſe, in endeavouring thus to 
_ overwhelm miniſters with charges, was to diſplace them this 
was his grand object; but the Right Hon. Gentleman need not 
have felt ſo much delicacy upon this ſubject. If he could prove, 
to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, that thoſe: who were now in 
his Majefty's councils are utterly incapable of directing the 
affairs of this country, let him doit. Let him propoſe an ad- 
dreſs to the Throne, praying his Majeſty to diſmiſs his preſent 
ſervants, as being wholly unfit ſor their ſituation. His Ma- 
jeſty, upon ſuch an addreſs, would certainly comply with its 
requeſt; but even then the purpoſe of the Hon. Gentleman 
would not be anſwered, for (fo could not ſucceed to office un- 
leſs he was able to convince that Houſe—unleſs he was able 
to ſatisfy the people, of England—that the more powerful, and 

_ conſequently the more dangerous the enemy became, the leſs. 

we ſhould prepare to reſiſt them that the more their reſources 

_ increaſed, the more we ſhould decreaſe ours—that the mo- 

ment when the enemy was fluſhed with the inſolence of con- 

queſt, was preciſely the moment in which we ſhould ſue ſor 
peace: Unleſs the Right Hon. Gentleman could ſatisfy the 
Houſe and the country of all theſe facts, he would derive no 

beneſit by driving the | preſent. Adminiſtration from their 
Places, for he would not ſucceed them. If, on the other hand, 
hu could do fo, then his attack on miniſters ought to come in a 
mmape different from what it had at preſent; and if ſuch an at- 
tek was to come at all, it might as well come from that Right 
RS, === IN 3 Hon. 
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Hon. Gentleman as any other Member of Parliament.—But 
what were the points of proof of the deficiency in the Ad- 

_ miniſtration? And what were the charges which had been 
brought againſt miniſters by the Right Hon. Gentleman, and 
by the Hon. Officer who preceded him? The firſt ſubje& of 

charge was relative to the expedition undertaken by Sir 
Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis to the Weſt Indie. 

It was faid, that the forces allotted to that expedition were 
not adequate to the difficulty of the undertaking; and it was 
alſo ſtated, that 10,000 men were promiſed, but that part of the 
troops deſtined for that ſervice had been ſtolen from the officer 

| who commanded that expedition. This mode of. reaſoning 

W was as curious as it was new. It was founded upon a ſuppo- 
| fition, that whenever a body of troops were put under the 
command of an officer for any particular purpoſe, they be- 
came, as it were, the property of that officer; and if the exi- 

gency of affairs ſhould induce the Executive Government to 

.employ a part of thofe troops in another ſervice, then the 
troops fo taken are to be conſidered as-ſtolen from the officer 

under whom they were originally placed. It was certain! 

true, that a part of the troops originally intended for the Weſt 
Indies, had been withdrawn, for the purpoſe of an expedition, 
which, from the poſture of affairs at that time, was likely ſoon 
2M to take place, and which, if it could have been carried into 
3 effect, would, in all probability, have been attended with very 
beneficial conſequences: He meant the expedition which was 
then in agitation againſt the coaſt of France. —That expedition 
did not take place, from circumſtances which miniſters could 
neither foreſee nor prevent Men could not command event 
they could only judge from probabilities, and act according 
to the dictates of their reaſon. J 
But when miniſters were accufed for ſending a force to the 
Welt Indies utterly inadequate to the object, Gentlemen 
fhould recollect what was the reſult of that expedition. It 
ſucceeded in every part. The force employed had conſe- 
quently been decided to have been adequate to the ſervice, a6 
every thing had been done which had at any time been in con- 
templation of Government. He did not wiſh to detract from 
the merit of the officers who commanded upon that occaſion; 
he was convinced that it was to their ſuperior ſkill and inde- 
fatigable perſeverance that the conqueſts were in a great degree 
to-be attributed; they had done fignal ſervices to their country, 
and had acquired the utmoſt. honour for themſelves. All he 
aſked of the candour of Gentlemen was, that when an expe- 
dition had been ſo completely ſucceſsful, they would not ac- 
cuſe miniſters of having ſent an inſufficient force, m_—_ 
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was undeniable: that the force ſent had atchieved its object. 
With reſpect to the other charge, of not having taken any 
meaſures to ſend out ſuccours to thoſe iſlands—here again, he 
contended, miniſters. were not entitled to blame; every poli- 
ſible exertion had been made to ſend out ſupplies to the Weſt 
Indies; they had in ſome inſtances been retarded, but from 
cauſes which could not be prevented. The Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman then adverted to the campaign in Flanders, and en- 
deavoured, with much ingenuity, to place Adminiſtratipn in 
a dilemma; but there was more ingenuity than juſtice in the 
argument, there not having been any miſmanagement in the 
Adminiſtration, nor in the officers or troops; the loſſes which 
we had met with aroſe from a chain of concurring cauſes and 
unavoidable accidents, each depending upon its own nice and 
particular nature, but which were neither to be avoided nor 
foreſeen, many of them ſuch as could not reaſonably be con- 
jectured before they happened; the higheſt degree of proba- 
bility being, that the events would have happened the other 
way; and to impute them to Adminiſtration was juſt as wiſe _ 
as to impute to them the preſent ſevere froſt. The Hon. 
_ Gentleman firſt: of all ſuppoſes that all our allies have, in 
every inſtance, acted up to their engagements and to our ex- 
pectations; he ſuppoſes that in every one of the operations 
upon the continent there was the moſt perfect unanimity, that 
every one of the generals conducted themſelves in a way to 
ſet military criticiſm at defiance. Then, ſays the Right Hon. 
Gentleman, triumphantly, if with ſuch exertions as theſe 
you un failed, how can you hope to be more ſucceſsful in 
fu “ e | | 
The Right Hon. Gentleman immediately turns ſhort round, 
and deſcribes the picture in the other extreme: He ſuppoſes a 
total want of co-operation among the allies—he ſuppoſes that 
all the plans on the continent have been undertaken without 
judgment, and conducted without energy; and then he aſks 
what reaſon we have to expect that our exertions will be more 
ably or more effectually conducted in future? If either of the po- 
ſitions of the Hon. Gentleman was juſtiſied by the fact, there 
might be ſome difficulty in denying his inferenees But it 
ſeemed never to occur to him that there was a medium be- hi 
tween the two extremes, which came to the real truth of the pl 
caſe. There certainly was much to lament, ſomething to cen- 1 
| fure, but nothing to deprive us of hope. That ſome of our | 
allies had not in every particular anſwered our expectations, i 
he was ready to admit now—he had never denied it—perhaps : 
ſome of our allies, the moſt nearly connected with us in point þ 
of intereſt, are the molt liable to this obſervation. But the | 
hour when that unhappy people were expoſed to every ca- 
— | e lamity 
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lamity to which the ſucceſs of a furious enemy could make 
them liable, was not the proper time for complaint — His 
object was not to accule thi fallen, but to ſhew that the 
charges advanced againſt the Government were without 
foundation. IT Wt: OE bad Lent ol 
It was not ſufficient, in order to attach guilt upon miniſters, 
to ſhew that the allies were unfortunate in Flanders, or that 
Holland had fallen a facrifice to the enemy; it muſt be proved 
that it was owing to the want of attention, to the breach of 
faith, or to the ſupineneſs of the Engliſh Government. In 
what one of theſe particulars could any charge be made? Did 
not England adhere ſcrupulouſly to her treaties ? Did ſhe not 
act vigorouſly in the common cauſe? Did ſhe not encou- 
rage the allies by her example, as well as by exhortation? 
Throughout the whole war, the faith and honour of England 
had been kept inviolate. 15 VVV | 
He had been accuſed of ſpeaking with levity upon the ſubject 
of the war; he felt for the misfortunes of his country, as a 
man and as an Engliſhman, but he could take no ſhame to him 
ſelf, for misfortunes which he had done every thing in his 
power to prevent, nor pretend to feel contrition where there 
was no real cauſe for repentance.  _ On 
Ihe next ground of 8 choſen by the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman was rather of a ſingular nature; he ſtated it as a matter 
of accuſation againſt his Majeſty's miniſters, that the Engliſh 
army had not been withdrawn from the continent ſooner. — 
But furely the Right Hon. Gentleman could not be ſerious in 
this part of his charge, or did he mean that as a ſpecimen of 
the manner in which he would treat an ally? Would it have 
been conſiſtent with that good faith, which it is the boaſt of Eng- 
land always to have kept, to have abandoned our allies on the 
approach of danger? Would the Right Hon. Gentleman have 
adviſed us to have withdrawn our forces, while the frontier was 
defenſible ? © But (ſays the Right Hon. Gentleman), when you 
found the Dutch were negociating for a peace, you might have. 
ſecured the retreat of your army.” Sir, ſaid the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, if we wiſhed them to obtain an honourable 
peace, ſhould we have taken the proper ſteps to obtain it for 
them by withdrawing our army, and leaving them to the tender 
mercies of the French? It was to her ill-judged confidence in 
the faith of France, that Holland might in ſome degree attri- 
bute her deſtruction : On that faith it was that the people of 
England were recommended by the Hon. Gentleman and his 
friends to place implicit reliance. Were theſe the principles 
upon which the Hon. Gentleman would come into Admini- 
ſtration ? would he lay it down that we ſhould withdraw our 
ſupport from our allies the moment our aſſiſtance became . 
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cally neceſſary? would he negotiate a peace with France for 

this country, as he ſeems to think it to have been negotiated 

for Holland, by throwing ourſelves entirely on the.mercy of the 


enemy, and commencing the negotiation, by depriving our- 


| ſelves of the means of reſiſtance ? Was there any alternative 
as to the conduct this country was to have adopted, with regard 
to Holland, provided it was underſtood as a fixed principle, 
that the faith of England ought never to be violated ? Or would 
the Hon. Gentleman undertake yo point out the preciſe mo- 
ment at which the danger of our ally became fo imminent that 
we ſhould be juſtified in conſidering our contracts as diffolved? - 
It could not be ſuppoſed that he was indifferent as to the fate 
of the gallant army on the continent; their conduCt was above 
all the feeble praiſe he could give it; their exertions in the 
defence of Holland had exceeded even the moſt illuſtrious ex- 
amples; and he felt infinite ſatisfaction in the hope they were 
no in a place of ſafety and of comparative reſt. In the gene- 
ral anxiety of the Hon. Gentleman to cenſure miniſters, every 
public calamity is attributed to them; even the ſeverity of the 
ſeaſon is brought forward as a crime againſt them. But he 
would venture to aſſert, without the fear of being contradicted 
by any military man, that, had not the hand of God rendered 
the ſeaſon ſo uncommonly ſevere; the force employed by Eng- 
land to defend Holland would have been found adequate to the 
purpoſe. „ 0s RO QLLTY | + 
: he Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he had avoided en- 
tering at large into any of the various topics which he had 
touched in the courſe of his reply, becauſe the time would 
come when they might be more properly inveſtigated; he had 
been led to take this general view of the queſtion, to ſhew. the 
total want of foundation in the charge brought againſt Ad- 
miniſtration. | N | F 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that it was neceſſary for him, after what they 
had juſt heard, to enter into ſome explanation of what he had 
formerly ſpoken, at leaſt upon one or two points. The Hon. 
Gentleman ſeemed hurt that he ſhould have uſed ſuch an ex- 


preſſion as © the tender mercy” of the French; and, with all 


that degree of miſrepreſentation of which he ſo much com- 
plained, had perverted it into a meaning which had never en- 
tered jnto his mind. What he meant by it only reſpeQed thecon- 
duct of that country, and the meaſures they had taken with re- 
zard to the Royaliſts and inſurgents in La Vendee. Whether 
there was moſt miſrepreſentation in what he had ſaid, or in what 
fell from the Hon. Gentleman, he would leave the impreſſion 
upon that ſubject entirely to the Houſe, who had fo many oppor- 
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tunities of knowing how much he was inclined to miſrepreſent 
objects of diſcuſſion there or otherwiſe. 


n another material point, the Right Hon. Ger jeman had 


with equal groſſneſs miſrepreſented him: Nothing could cer- 
tainly be a K a perverſion of meaning than the manner in 
Ton. Gentleman had explained the uſe he had made 
of the terms calamitous, diſaſtrous, and diſgraceful, as applied 
to the war: With regard to the two firſt, he believed there was 
nobody in or out of that Houſe could deny that they were 


which the 


applicable to the whole of the war, from. its firſt beginning and 


continuance, down to the preſent moment; and as to the word 


diſgrace, he had no heſitation in declaring that he meant to 
apply it ſolely to the conduct of Adminiſtration; and could not 
for a moment let it be ſuppoſed, as the Hon. Gentleman had 


inſinuated, that he had the moſt diſtant idea of attaghing it to the 
merits, the characters, or the conduct of either the generals, 
- the officers, or the men, who had been ſo dreadfully employed 
n thoſe ſcenes of diſappointment, difaſter, and calamity, which 
_ notwithſtanding their beſt exertions, and great and gallant theſe 
exertions undoubtedly were, had uniformly attended the execu- 
tion of everyone of the miſerableplans which Adminiſtrationhad 


adopted forthe proſecution of their favourite, though ruinous war. 
As to the merits of the officers and men, it had often been his 
happineſs to have the honour of paying the tributes of praiſe and 
admiration ſo juſtly due to their valour, gallantry, and exer- 


tions; and though it might be thought in ſome degree pride 


and vanity in him to ſay it, there certainly was one reaſon, 


which, independent of all others, muſt induce him to be partial 


to their condaQt—he was nearly related to many who had been 
the moſt active and in the moſt arduous ſituations in this war, 


and with others he was ſo much connected by the ties of friend- 


ſhip and good wiſhes, that he certainly would derive no honour 
or ſatisfaction by publiſhing their r even if any, which 
he would not allow to be the caſe, had fallen to their ſhare. 


be more the miniſters enlarged upon the ſkill and courage of 


the wha the more they convicted themſelves ; for it was one 
of the charges which he brought againſt them, that their ſtu- 


pidity was ſo inveterate, that their ignorance was ſo incurable, 
that all the exertions of the army and the navy could not coun- 
teract the baleful effects of their want of capacity. It was to 
miniſters only, therefore, that he attached thoſe ſevere but juſtlj- 
earned epithets; they had fully ſhewn- their imbecility, by 
plunging the country into the war, and their incapacity ever 
ſince to conduct it—a war which was, ſo. far as the events 
had ſhewn, On their part, to be called the moſt calamitous, 
RT RO, PRES „„ miu, 
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 difaſtrous, and diſgraceful war that this country had ever 
fen,, 8! e 
As to the Hon. Gentleman's obſervations about the country 
not being at its laſt {take as to reſources, he would only ſay, 
that whatever the country might now be diſpoſed to feel on 
that head, it was very plain that the Hon. Gentleman, from 
his words and conduct, was near being at an end, if not at the 
laſt ſtake, of his reſources. The Hon. Gentleman called upon 
him to move an Addreſs to his Majeſty to diſmiſs his miniſters 
but that motion, from whatever quarter it might properly come 
depended more on time, and to be called for by circumſtances, 
than by the haughty ſuggeſtions of the Hon. Gentleman. The 
experience I have had,” ſaid Mr. Fox, © of the fate of Addreſſes 
of a ſimilar nature formerly, would not make me very ſanguine 
in my expectations of one at preſent ; but perhaps thoſe Gentle- 
men who have lately joined miniſters, have carried at leaſt 
ſome of their principles into the Cabinet with them, and the 
vote of the Houſe of Commons will not longer be treated with _ 
indifferenee.“ Whether there would be policy in bringing ſor- 
ward ſuch a motion at this time, he was not to argue, but at 
this juncture it became his duty, and that of the Houſe, to call 
upon miniſters for an explanation of their conduct, before they 
voted fix millions more of their conſtituents? money into hands 
that had proved themſelves ſo miſerably and completely incom- 
petent to the conduct of the war, and ſo utterly unfit in every 
reſpect for the truſt and conkdence ſo repeatedly claimed on 
their part and repoſed in them. As a Member of Parliament 
he had a right to fix blame upon miniſters, and -to call upon 
them at leaſt for explanation. One thing, indeed, he was glad 
to hear from the Hon. Gentleman, and that was, that when 
that Houſe thould think fit to addreſs the King to diſmiſs his 
preſent miniſters, the Hon. Gentleman would be ready to 
comply with their wiſhes. His happineſs at ſuch a remoyal he 
might fairly ſtate, without the leaſt idea of being ſuſpected that 
he wiſhed to become his ſucceſſor, in ſuch a fituation as his 
miſconduct had placed the country; for nobody could think 
him ſo old, ſo completely in dotage, as to envy ſuch a miniſter 
in ſo involved and deplorable a dilemma as the Hon. Gentle- 
man muſt feel himſelf to bez he never could be of ſo vicious a 
taſte. And there were thoſe now connected with the Ad- 
miniſtration, as well as many others in that Houſe, who knew 
well enough that an exorbitant love of place could never be 
attributed to him. Thus much he would-ſay, but he had no 
wiſh to diſſemble or diſguiſe his ſentiments ; if the people with- 
out doors, or that Houle, wiſhed for negotiation, and if nobody 
more able, though many there were, would come forward, in 
r e obedience 
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_ obedience to that wiſh, arduous as the taſk was, he would 
accept of it, and exert the beſt of his judgment, wiſdom, and 
1 experience, to promote the object in view, to reſtore the hap- 
1 pineſa of the country, and ſecure its honour and dignity upon 
. the beſt terms that could be obtained. He then entered upon 
the paſt and preſent ſtate of Holland, and its relative connexion 
with this country, leaving, as queſtions for future diſcuſſion, 
* | how far we andy our good faith with them, or how much 
1 they had deſerved the aſſiſtance that we had forced upon them. 
= | When he had ſtated fairly the difaſters of the war, the Hon, 
Gentleman talked of his exultation in the misfortunes of the 
country. This was no'new {train of declamation : It was uſed 
by miniſters in all wars, and particularly addreſſed to him dur- 
ing the American war. It was ridiculous to talk of prophecies, 
or to pretend to be a prophet; but in that Houſe he was a coun- 
ſellor, and had a right to adviſe, which right would amount to 
nothing, if he were not permitted to ſtate what common ſenſe, 
common forefight, and a moderate degree of wiſdom, pointed 
out as circumftances that muſt follow from particular conduct 
at the time. He believed that Holland might have been with 
eaſe preſerved, if we had ſhewn a diſpoſition to negotiate at the 
beginning of the war. Though he was not one of thoſe 
viſionaries who believed it poſſible to eſtabliſh univerſal peace, 
and though he had prepoſſeſſions in favour of continental con- 
nexions, yet, he thought it was an honour: to have been in the 
minority on the queſtion of war, not only on this but man 
other occaſions. He had as good an opinion of the reſources 
of this country, as the Hon. Gentleman; neither had he any 
wiſh to make the country deſpiſed, bad as our fituation was; 
„be only wiſhed the people to ſee that ſituation actually as it 
was, and then judge for themſelves, who were moſt their real 
Friends, thoſe who informed them of the truth, or thoſe who 
deluded them by artful and dangerous concealment, He repeat- 
ed that he had never been a friend to wars: It was well known, 
that he had always oppoſed the American war, and this war in 
every ſtage of it. Indeed it had been the good fortune of his 
"life, never to agree to any of thoſe meaſures which had brought 
upon the country that accumulated maſs of debts, taxes, and 
grievous burdens, under which we labour; for this he had the 
_ © conſolation of having done his duty according to his own con- 
»  _ eience; and forall other ſort of approbation, he left it to the 
country to do him whatever juſtice he was thought to merit. 
Mr. Fox concluded his reply by ſtating that the queſtion for the 
- conſideration of the Houſe was, whether they would defer the 
"Eſtimates of the army, until they were affured that they could 
augment the navy effectually: Upon that point he rug 
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agreed with his Hon. Friend (Mr. Huſſey), thinking as he did, 


that the ſalvation of the country depended upon its navy. ;+ 
Ar. Morris Robinſon ſaid, ſo great a friend was he to the 
extenſion of the naval force of the country, that he thought it 
ougnt to take place at this time in preference entirely to that of 
the army; and as a friend to the miniſter, he would adviſe 
him not to bring forward the Imperial loan, which he thought 
would tend to continue continental connexions, from which, 
at this time, we ſhould rather extricate ourſelves. | 
Ar. Hufſty's motion was then put, and negatived without a 
diviſion.. 75 1 2 
Mr. Fox wiſhed to be informed by miniſters, whether his 
information was correct, which led him to believe that great 
inattention and neglect had prevailed in our hoſpitals; if this 
was fo, it was a very ſerious grievance, and demanded imme- 
diate conſideration. He might perhaps be anſwered on this 
point, that they were under better management than thoſe of 
our allies; but what he wanted to know was, whether they 
were in the ſtate in which they ought to be. 
Mr. Secretary at War candidly acknowledged that his inform- 
ation led him to think with the Right Hon. Gentleman, that 
there had been inattention and much conſequent diſtreſs in 
the caſe of the ſick and wounded, but there being ſo many 
different cauſes to which this might be aſcribed, he could 
not poſitively lay the blame to any particular department. 
From what he had ſeen and known on this ſubject, it was his 
earneſt wiſh that every inveſtigation might take place, which 
could tend to obviate thoſe grounds of complaint which had 
| hitherto prevailed, and regulate the management of the hoſpi- 
tals-properly in future. e 57 0 p 
Mr. Fekyl ſaid, that he had heard repeated complaints made 
of the want of medical aid in our hoſpitals. He had alſo learn- 
ed, that port wine, to the amount of 36,0001. had been ex- 
ported to the continent for the uſe of the hoſpitals. He be- 
lieved a precedent was to be found in the Journals, where, in 
1761, a motion was made, that an account ſhould be laid be- 
fore the Houſe, of the amount and the quantity of medicines 
exported for the uſe of our countrymen, for the purpoſe of 
inſtituting an inquiry. He — gave notice, that he 
would avail himſeif of this precedent, and make at a future 
day a ſimilar motion, © e I TENT. + 
Type Secretary at War replied, and aſſured the Hon. Gentleman 
that it was his with to give the fulleſt information he could 
obtain relative to that uber Ts og eaben 
General Fitzpatrick remarked, that as no mention had been 
made in the Army Eſtimates of the number of Emigrants taken 
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into Britiſh pay, he ſhould at another period make a motion 
7 | on the ſubject. 
it | Lhe original motion was then put and carried; "yp re- 
= mainder of the reſolutions were ſeverally voted, and, the 
=_ Houſe being reſumed, were ordered to be reported the next 
= day f 


ee Curtis, i in apology for his not anſwering on Tueſ- 
day to the call of the Houſe, ſtated his neceflary attendance on 
ſome momentous buſineſs in the City on the ſame day, and 
_ requeſted that the order, relative to the defaulters attending 
in their places on Friday next, might be ſet aſide in t to 
him, if he ſhould attend the Houſe to-morrow. 
Alderman Anderſon N the TO requeſt,—Agreed to. | 
Adjourned. 
? HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuonsp AY, Jan. 22. 


The votes na the Committee of Supply on Wedneſday were 
reported and agreed to, viz. | 


. | | 
2,777,534 19 1 For guards and garriſons. 
691,30 15 7 For forces in the plantations. 
115,820 0 3 For general and ſtaff officers, c. BIG 
40,0906 9 9 For difference between the pay of Britin and _ | 
| eſtabliſhments. 5 
135 | 8 For allowance to reduced horſe nds. * 
8.323 17 10k For troops 1 in the Eaſt Indies. 
485,000 o Forrec:uiting laad forces, and contingencies, 4 
480, ooo o Levy money, &c. for augmentations to the forces. 
79,978 4 Fuli pay to ſupernumerary efficers 0 his my | 
| | land forces and marines. 
To ditto of the Scotch b igade. 
To ditto of his Majeſty's American forces, | 
For allowance to ditto. 
For widows” penſions. 
For Scotch roads and bridges. 
Forembodied militia and fencible infantry. 
For contingencies, &c. for ditto. 
For clothing for the militia, 
For fencible cavalry, _ 
For allowances of bread and ebnen for ditto. | 
For expe ces of land ſervice and es, not _ 
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23,375 14 5 For expence of ſea ſervice and ordnance, for the year 


WIS © 1 i | OP 
For expence of ordnance and land ſervice in 1794. 


| 1,046, 305 19 8 | 

39,307 © 3 For expence of ordnance and ſea ſervice in 1794. 
1,176, 804 17 9 For charge of ordnance and land ſervice for 1795. 

99 © For the eſtimate of the charge of foreign troops in the 


997,426 © 
18 N pay of Great Britain for 1795. 


Mr. Wigley moved, that as Mr. Alderman Curtis was in 
his place, the order of the day for his attendance the next day 
beans 88 3 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he was glad to ſee the Members for the 

City of London attending their duty in the Houſe at fo early 
2 but it was a little awkward to ſee the motion for ex- 
cuſing one abſentee, ſeconded by another, for the Gentlemen 
of the City of London were abſent when the Houſe was called 
over; he did not mean to blame them for it, for he believed 
they were attending their duty in the nay at the time; nor 
did he mean to ſay any thing againſt their having leave of ab- 
ſence from the Houſe next day, for he underſtood they 
would have important buſineſs on their hands next day in the 
City, and he hoped they would employ their abilities in con- 
vincing their conſtituents of the neceſſity of their exerting 
themſelves to put an end to this calamitous war. 
The queſtion was then ſtated from the Chair, and car- 
ried. 1 e 5 | - 
The fame motion was made on behalf of Mr. Alderman 
Anderſon, Sir James Sanderſon, Mr. Alderman Le Meſurier, 


Sir Watkin Lewes, and Mr. Alderman Newnham, as alſo 


for Lord Hinchinbroke, Sir Benjamin Hammett, and Mr. 
Pelham; which was agreed to. 44M} 20h 7 
* PETITION AGAINST THE WAR. et 
Ar. Curwen preſented a petition on behalf of the freemen 
_ of Carliſle, complaining of the hardſhips which were brought 
upon them by the preſent war, and praying that the Houſe 
would adopt ſuch meaſures as might as ſpeedily as poſſible re- 
ſtore the bleſſings of peace, ſo eſſentially neceſſary for the ſecu- 
ri happineſs of this county. | | 
The petition being read, Mr. Curwen moved that it be laid 
on the table. Oe 5 5 
Lord Morpeth ſaid, he held in his hand what he feared the 
_ rules of the Houſe would not permit to be laid on the table; it 
Was not, properly ſpeaking, a petition, although it partook of 
che nature of one, for it expreſſed the ſentiments of fourteen 
hundred perſons, inhabitants of Carliſle z it proteſted againſt, 
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and exprefſ-4 ſentiments oppoſite to thoſe which were contain- 
ed in the petition propoſed to be laid on the table. The per- 
ſons whoſe ſignatures this proteſt bore, were, to his know- 
ledge, many of them, of the firſt reſpectability in that part of 
the country, manufacturers, and gentlemen. of great landed 
property. They gave a public teſtimony of attachment to his 
Majeſty and the other branches of the Legiſlature, and to the 
conſtitution, as now happily eſtabliſhed 3 they thought it im- 
proper to apply at this time to Parliament for peace, as it 
might tend to clog the wheels of Government; and they ex- 
preſſed a perfect reliance on the wiſdom of the Legiſlature for 
procuring, at a due ſeaſon, the bleſſings of an honourable; ſafe, 
and laſting peace. e ; „„ 
Mr. Curwen ſaid, in reply, that the proteſt of which the 
Noble Lord had ſo candidly given a general ſtatement, con- 


- tained the ſentiments, perhaps, of ſome Gentlemen in the 


neighbourhood of Carliſle, which they ſtated in a general 
way; however that might be, he felt it his duty to ſay, that the 

etition which he had preſented conveyed the real ſenſe of the 
freemen of Carliſle, whoſe names appeared to it. They were 
honeſt reſpectable men, and he ſhould be aſhamed to preſent 


their petition, if he thought otherwiſe. The petition was 


agreed to, in conſequence of a public meeting which was held 
at the place. They were men who were unbiaſſed, and en- 
tirely unattached to any party: And ſo general was the ſenti- 
ment among them for peace, that out of all thoſe who attend- 
ed the meeting, four only diſſented from the petition. They 

had no deſire to clog the wheels of Government but they wiſhed 
for peace, as a bleiling to be enjoyed by the country at large. 


Their language was, Unite with all thoſe who with for peace, 
no matter to what party they may belong; if they are friends 


to peace, join them.” They had been called together by a hand- 
bill to a public meeting, where the petition had been ſigned by a a 
majority of the freemen of thecity. As to the proteſt alluded to by _ 
the Noble Lord, he muſt obſerve, that he held a hand-bill in his 
hand which explained ſomething of the nature of that proteſt; 
he was aſſured he might ſafely ſay, that much undue influence 
(of which he did not accuſe the Noble Perſcn who produced it) 
had been uſed by men of great wealth in the neighbour- 
hood, among whom were agents of a Noble Earl and of a Right 
Reverend Biſhop. He truſted that ſuch practices would not be 


continued; if they ſhould, there would be an end of all hope of 


collecting the real ſentiments of the people of this country on 
the ſubject of the war. CC 
Mr. Wallace obſerved, that the ſenſe of the country could 


not be always collected in a public meeting. It was an caſy 


thing 
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thing to get a petition for any thing, and deſperate muſt be the 
_ cauſe indeed for which a petition could not be obtained. He 
ſaid, that ſome time fince an aſſertion appeared in a paper in 
that part of the country whence this petition came, ſtating 
that the grand jury there had reſolved, if peace be not ſoon 
obtained, to petition his Majeſty for it. From what authority 
that aſſertion came he knew not, but he knew it to be entirely 
_ unfounded, He believed the majority of the inhabitants to be 
incapable of agreeing to the petition now preſented to the 
Houſe. Indeed he was happy to have it in his power to deny 
that the county of Cumberland was of the fame ſentiments. 
So far were the inhabitants of that county from thinking that 
the war was not rational, that they conceived it to be eſſen- 
tial to the exiſtence of the conſtitution. The perſons who 
called for the meeting at which the petition was determined, 
were only 13: He did not mean to deny that they might be 
reſpectable men—ſome he knew to be ſo; of the reſt he 
knew nothing: On the contrary, there were fifty-three who 
called for the meeting for the proteſt, fourteen of whom were 
men of the moſt conſiderable conſequence and fortune in the 
county, and upwards of forty were men of reſpectability. The 
petition was ſigned by only two hundred, while the proteſt was 
figned by thirteen or fourteen hundred. What compariſon 
then ought to be made between «the two? or what weight 
given to the petition, eſpecially when it was conſidered ths 
they had ſtrangers and even children to ſign it? One perſon, 
of the name of James Smith, was a child thirteen years old, 
and apprentice to a barber. He did not, however, mean to 
fay, that peace was not generally defired there; moſt fincerely 
it was, as it ought to be, the general deſire; but that was a 
defire, not for an inſecure and hollow truce, but for a ſafe, 
honourable peace, conſiſtent with the honour and the dignity 
of this empire. 13 8 5 | 2 5 | | 
Ar. Fox ſaid, he lamented that ſoggebody had not adviſed 
the Noble Lord who opened the nature of this proteſt as to 
the mode of making it up in a form in which the Houſe could, 
conſiſtently with its rules, receive it at the table; for then its 
merits might be fully inveſtigated in a formal way: No- 
thing could now be done on it but making general obſerva- 
tions; and in that way, he had no difficulty to ſay, he was 
perfectly clear, that, if the proteſt was thoroughly examined 
and compared with the petition, there would be found to be 
no eſſential difference between them on the only ſubject that 
came fairly, and in his opinion could come decently, before 
that Houle, namely, the opinion of the people on the main 
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| point. They expreſſed only a difference of opinion as to the 
1 fit moment of preſenting a petition. The queſtion was put 
1 fairly, and he was glad of it, for the anſwer of the petitioners 
| was conſonant to his feelings: They had expreſſed a deſire 
1 for peace at this time; ſo had thoſe who ſigned the proteſt; 
14 they had alſo ſaid that peace was deſirable, but they left it to 
the wiſdom of the Legiſlature: Both parties, therefore, 
agreed as to the object or the end, but differed only as to the 
means of attaining that end; and he was ready to fay, that the 
Houſe ought never to inquire into the propriety of the opinions 
of the people who had preſented their petitions, or as to the 
time of prefenting them ; they ought to hear, at leaft, at all 
times, the petitions of their conftituents : They had a right to 
- petition when they pleaſed, and of that matter they were the 
only proper judges ; of the wiſdom of complying with the de- 
fire expreſſed, the Houſe ought to judge. The difference then 
being only as to the propricty of time between the petitioners 
and the proteſtors, the fair. reſult was, that on the ſubject of 
the war they were unanimous. Having ſaid this, he muſt 
_ obſerve, that there did not appear to him to be any probabi- 
-lity that there would be any difference as to the queſtion 
now before the Houſe, namely, "That this petition be laid 
on the table.” 8 2 8 . 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed that the petition was 
regularly before the Houſe, and therefore no objection could 
be made to its being laid upon the table; but it was impoſſible 
to avoid adverting to what had been ſaid by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman who had juſt ſpoken. . He had ſaid, there was no 
_ eſſential difference between the petitioners and the proteſtors 
in this caſe, on the queſtion of peace z—that he really took 
to be a fair ſummary of his propoſition. He could ſcarcely 
think that any Gentleman meant ſeriouſly to maintain ſuch. 
an aſſertion. He begged of the Houſe to conſider a little of 
the moment in which this petition and proteſt were framed. 


1 
| 
1 
| 


take an immediate ſtep for peace: The others ſaid, they 
wiſhed for peace, but thought that a petition for peace, pre- 
ſented under the exiſting circumſtances of the war, was more 
likely to retard than accelerate the object; and therefore leſt 
it to the wiſdom of the Legiſlature, to make peace whenever it 
ſhould be conſiſtent with the intereſts, welfare, and honour 
of the country. When did they ſay this ?—After the Addreſs 
of that and the other Houſe of Parliament had been carried 
to the Throne, declaring it to be their firm determination to 
ſupport his Majeſty in a vigorous proſecution of the e | 
rt On CY they 


+ 
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One ſet of perſons preſented a petition, deſiring the Houſe to L 
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| they thought peace had been attainable at this moment, they 
would have expreſſed themſelves to that effect; but they knew 
that Parliament had recently expreſſed its opinion to the con- 
trary, and they relied entirely on the wiſdom of Parliament 
to bring that about, when practicable, on prudent grounds, 
for which they profeſſed themſelves to entertain an anxious 
deſire. He therefore muſt, under theſe circumitances, main- 
tain, that between the petitioners and the proteſtors there 
was an eſſential difference. er | 
Mr. Plumer ſaid, he attended to the Hon. Gentleman, who 
had ſaid that the petition had many ſignatures that were nat 
genuine, and gave as an inſtance of it, the name of JaMes 
SMITH: He wiſhed to know in what part of the peti- 
tion the name of JaMEs SMITH was to be found, as he ſaw 
no ſuch name among the ſignatures. _ Eight 
Mr. Wallace ſail, he had not the honour of knowing the 
_ perſon, but it had been ſo ſtated to him. 


Ar. Plumer ſaid, he was very ready to ſubmit to the autho- 


rity of the Hon. Gentleman, as being much better than his 
eyes; but he declared, if the name of Aus was ſubſcribed 
to the petition, he could not ſee it there. Br 
Mr. Curawen (aid he ſuppoſed, that by the ſtrangers to whom 
the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Wallage) alluded, was meant the 
chairman of the meeting, and a moſt reſpectable clergyman z 
they were two of the moſt independent men in the country. 
He would ſupport the honour and the independence of the 
Gentleman who was in the chair at the meeting when the 
petition was agreed upon, as well as of moſt of the perſons pre- 
ſent: They were men whom he knew, of the moſt reſpecta- 
ble characters. They were neither Biſhops, Earls, Dukes, 
nor any who were connected with party; but they were honeſt 
men, ſuch as he would wiſh to ſpeak for in that Houſe. "= 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that with regard to the queſtion imme- 
diately before the Houſe, he believed there was no difference of 
opinion; but the point of importance appeared to him to be 
this, whether or not it ſhould be a faſbion in that Houſe (to uſe 
the miniſter's own phraſe) to diſcourage all petitions whatever, 
if the miniſter did not like their tendency ; and from the man- 
ner in which the miniſter had ſpoken that day, he thought he 
ſaw a good deal to that tendency. The Noble Lord who 
opened the buſineſs of the proteſt had conducted himſelf with 
great fairneſs and candour; he was ſorry to fay his example 
had not been imitated by the Gentleman who followed him. 
That Gentleman had been pleaſed to inform the Houſe, that 
it was extremely eaſy to get petitions to any thing. He 
well knew how eaſy it was for Government, by their intrigues 
n FFF e 
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| and corrupt artifices, to defeat the objects of ſuch petitions ' 
| as any ſet of men ſhould agree upon. But he had yet to learn 
11s how extremely eaſy it was for any honeſt body of men to ſtand 
11 | forward for any good. public purpoſe, when the hired agents of 
i Government oppoſed them. From what he had heard that day 
_ he had learnt three things: Firft, that it was improper for 
i conſtituents to inſtruct their repreſentativesz and by the way 
1 an Hon. Gentleman had ſaid he did not know the perſon 
b whoſe name he mentioned, to be ſigned improperly to the peti- 
tion, and if ſo, he muſt reconſider the matter with a little more 
modeſty, before he (Mr. Sheridan) would conſent to receive 
his aſſertion for proof. The ſecond point that he learnt was, 
that it was clogging the wheels of Government, to make any 
application from the people to Parliament. The third was, 
that a public meeting was an extremely wrong place to collect 
the public opinion; and all this was count2nanced by the mi- 
niſter, who indeed went further, for he ſaid that the ſenſe of 
the proteſtors, at the time of ſigning the proteſt, was not for 
a peace; whereas it appeared by the proteſt, that they expreſly 
defired peace, only wiſhing that a petition ſhould not then be 
_ preſented. Theſe three propoſitions being ſo palatable to the 
Adminiſtration, he ſhould not be ſurpriſed at ſeeing them ſup- 
:: ported. A triumphant appeal had been made by a Right Hon. 
Hi Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) to the plain ſenſe of the Houſe, with 
reſpect to what had fallen from his Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox), 
as to the difference between the petitioners and the proteſtors. 
He alſo ſhould appeal to that plain ſenſe ; if the proteſtors had 
thought, as was contended, that a vigorous proſecution of the 
war was the only mode of obtaining a firm and permanent peace, 
why had they not ſo ſtated it? Why was not the propoſition 
1 that the war was irrational, and likely to produce the moſt fatal 
Wi conſequences to the country, denied to the proteſtors? With 
reſpect to the compariſon of the numbers, the Hon Gentleman 
would pardon him, if he was not inclined wholly to take for 
granted whatever was advanced on that ſubject. That Gen- 
tleman had ſhewn that he was not ſufficiently careful to guard 
againſt miſtakes with reſpect to the petition 3 he could not 
therefore expect there ſhould be no ſuſpicion as to his accuracy 
on the other fide. Though that Gentleman appeared to think 
that the petitioners were not in general intitled to reſpect, yet 
it was not therefore clear to every one that they were not. 
The number had been ſtated to be contemptible ; he ſhould 
recollect that the petition purported only to be ſigned by free- 
men; whereas the other was ſigned by various deſcriptions of 
| perſons. It was curious to obſerve, that the proteſtors ſhould 
preſyme to tell thoſe men who were conſtituents, that it was 
*; TY | N : | | improper 
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improper for them to inſtruct their repreſentatives; when they 
themſelves had done a ſimilar thing, though not the conſtitu- 
ents of the perſons whom they addreſſed. One thing was evi- 
dent, that they would not have thought it neceſſary to have 
framed this proteſt, unleſs they had apprehended that the ex- 
ample of the petitioners would b 
had no doubt thoſe apprehenſions would be juſtified, whenever 
a meeting of the county ſhould be called. 


table. | 
[In a ſhort converſation between Mr. Whitbread and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, it was underſtood; that Mr. 
Grey's motion on the ſubject of negotiation with the preſent 
government of France, which ſtood for the next day, ſhould 
come forward on Monday ; and that probably the ſubje& of 
the Emperor's loan would be diſcuſſed on Tueſday or Wed- 
Ur. Hobart brought up the report of the Committee of 
Supply on the army. The reſolutions being read, | 
Ar. Fox ſaid, he had troubled the Houſe the preceding day 
upon this ſubject, and he had aſłked on former occaſions when 


votes of ſupply were propoſed, a queſtion to which he had not 
} yet received any anſwer ; he was therefore under the neceſſity 


of repeating it. Firſt, he muſt remind the Houſe of what he 
ſaid the preceding night, which was, that notwithſtanding all 
that had been urged about our naval exertions in this war, the 


_ exertions ran, in ſome degree, in a different current; the land 
| fervice had received a much larger portion of the exertion of 


Government, in compariſon with the navy, in this war, than 


in any former one. But what was done in former wars was 


vot ſo much the object now, as what ought to he done in this. 
The moſt material point for him to preſs upon the Houſe, was, 


the difference which had taken place in the naval force, in con- 
ſequence of exertions for the land ſervice. It had been ſtated 


on a former night, that the bounty which had been given to 
landmen had impeded the manning of the navy. When the 
ſubject of the navy was diſcuſſed in a committee, he had made 
ſome obſervations upon this matter, and ſtated, that if this 
was the caſe, it was a miſmanagement; to which an anſwer 


had been given by a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Dundas), 


on whoſe account the <diſcuſhon of the ſubject of the army 
had been deferred to laſt night, and who did not at laſt make 
much uſe of his attendance in the Houſe, that whatever com- 


. plaints were to be made on the ſubject of the army, as having 
interfered by its bounties and recruiting efforts with the man- 
ning of the navy, it could not be made matter of accuſation 


"NF So againſt 


e followed by the county. He 


The petition was then read, and ordered to be laid on the 
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to be made on the manner in w 


miralty, or che board of Admiralty, in what he had ſaid on this 
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againſt the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty ; but that it ſhould be 
brought forward when the conſideration of the army came be- 
fore the Houſe. Whether that was a falſe ſurmiſe or not, or, 
if true, whether it was the object of the miniſters to perſiſt in 


the ſame plan in future, were points which he wiſhed to have 


aſcertained. —Or, if they meant to adopt other modes leſs in- 
jurious to the ſervice of the navy, and, if they did, what were 
the modes which they intended to adopt? He was told, when 
he mentioned this on the ſubject of the navy, that it belonged 
to the diſcuſſion of the army; and now, perhaps, as he men- 


| tioned it on the diſcuſſion of the army, he ſhould be told it be- 


longed to the navy. But he muſt blend the twa ſervices, and 
in queſtions of ſupply get information as well as he could: 
And here he muſt ayain ſay, that of the two, the navy was 
out of all proportion that could be ſtated, the moſt important 
to this country upon this war; indeed he never heard it 
doubted by any Member in that Houſe © 
. The Chancellor of the Exchequer juſtified the anſwer which 
had been given to the queſtions of the Right Hon. Gentleman 
on that occaſion, to which he had alluded ; and maintained, 


that nothing like a charge had been or could be made, againſt 


the Firſt Lord of the Ar Se If any attack was intended 

ich the army had been recruit- 
ed, he could only fay, he ſhould not thun the diſcuſhon. As 
to the queſtion, © How far it is intended to perſevere in the 
plan of recruiting the army?“ he had already the ſatisfaction 
to be able to declare, that the object being in a confiderable de- 
gree attained, he had no reaſon to ſuppoſe that the military 
would increaſe to the ſame degree as it did laſt year. But the 
diſtinction which the Right Hon. Gentleman made between 
the ſervices, he never could admit: We could not proceed 
wiſely, without great exertion, in the military as well as the 
naval ſervice; and this he thought would appear on a review 
of the general hiſtory of this country, as well as the paſt de- 


_ clarations of the Right Hon Gentleman himſelf ; for that it 


was always the policy of this country to divert and diſtract the 
attention of the enemy, by a judicious mixture of naval and 
military exertion. The true intereſt of this country was, to 
make the moſt vigorous exertions in both ſervices: They 
ſhould go hand in hand, without crippling each other. But, 


in caſe of difficulty, the land ſervice might be brought in aid 
of the naval, by turning landmen into marines; whereas, if the 


land- ſervice was neglected at any time, we ſhould, by inacti- 


vity, loſe that material advantage. 


Hr. Fox ſaid, he had never attacked the Firſt Lord of the Ad- 
ſub- 
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ſubject; he had only called for explanation of points from the 
Executive Government in general; and he confeſſed he ſhould 
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be glad to hear the opinion of profeſſional men upon this ſub- 3 
ect: What he wanted to know was, whether any exertions > 
kad been made for the army, which had impeded the manning * 1 
of the navy? and if ſo, the fault was a great one indeed; for bs 
there never was a moment in which the navy was more to be —_ 

attended to, than the preſent. As to the opinion which he 2M 
had' given, and to which the miniſter had alluded, thar was a 1 
general opinion; but this was a particular caſe on which he 1 
had given his ſentiments, and in which he believed he had the 1 
general concurrence of the Houſe. 1 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, it was agreed that Government ſhould BY 
have all poſſible ſupport from every man in that Houſe to- 4 
vwards the increafe of the navy; but he was not very ſanguine . 
in the mode in which miniſters were to proceed upon that {8 
ſubject. He thought that we ought to have a ſtrong and 1 
powerful corps of marines, who might be taught in time to 1 
become ſailors, and they might again be ſupplied by landmen; 1 
but he underſtood that marines were prohibited by an order 1 
from the Admiralty from going aloft, or doing any of the = 
duty of a ſailor. © © , | : 108 
Having made theſe and many other obſervations, he pro- 10A 
ceeded to aſk the Secretary at Wat ſome queſtions :—Firſt, 18 
Whether he intended to take any means to prevent that inhu- 5 
man practice which brought ſo much difgrace on the ſervice? 38 
he meant the practice of orimping. If he did, Mr. Sheridan 1 
ſaid, he would leave the matter in the hands of a perſon to 1 
whom it ſo properly belonged; if not, he muſt bring ſome 1 
propoſition forward on that ſubject. He adverted to the 1 
_ dreadful {tate of the troops now at Plymouth, who were dying, _— 
he underſtood, to the number of twelve and fourteen a day; 2 
and he wiſhed to know, whether they were intended to be LM 
ſent to the Weſt Indies? if they were, he feared there would 1 
be ſcarcely any of them alive to land there, for they had been Fl 1 
kept ſo many months on board, that they were now entire 78 
ly unfit for fervice. If they were to go to the Welt Indies, + Fl 
our poſſeſſions there muſt inevitably be loſt. Thefe troops li! bl 
having been embarked ſince Auguſt, 14 or 1500 of them were 40080 
ſick; this proceeded partly from want of clothing, and partly Ui! 
from an infectious difeaſe on board the tranſports. It would 4380 
be the wiſeſt plan to land them all. They had been expected HW 


to ſail ever ſince October laſt. | 

The Secretary at War replied to all the obſervations of Mr. 

Sheridan. He faid, that the detention of the troops at Ply- 

mouth aroſe from circumſtances which human prudence had 
ED | | | IT no 


* 


zto woobrali's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Com. 


no means of preventing: They were detained by contrary 
winds, and from the apprehenſions that if they ſailed they 
might meet the enemy with a force not equal to their pro- 


tection. As to their deſtination, that was a (queſtion: which 


ought not to be anſwered. He denied their being in a ſtate 


which Mr. Sheridan had repreſented, although they might be 


a good deal afflicted with illneſs, from unavoidable circum- 
ſtances. With regard to the order of the Admiralty, with 
reſpect to marines, he knew but little of it . officially ; but he 


believed that nothing had been done in this war, which had 


not been uſual in every war. With regard to crimping, no 
man deteſted it more than he did; he viewed it, as every 
honeft man did, with horror and indignation. He had done, 


and he would continue to do, every thing in his power to ſup- 


preſs totally ſo deteſtable a practice; and to confine every exe- 
cutive branch of the department he ſuperintended, within the 
ſtrict limits of honour and juſtice. n LENT 

Mr. Fox alluded to what had been ſaid on former occaſions 
with regard to building ſhips of war, and declared if there 
was a port within this iſland capable of building a ſhip where 


u ® ſhip was not now building, the Executive Government had 


been wanting in their duty to this country. He had been told 
once we had more ſhips than we had men for. He was afraid 


we ſhould hear of the converſe of that propoſition, and that 


we might ſoon be told we had more men than we had ſhips 
for. He muſt again and again impreſs this on miniſters at 
this awful criſis; as men, he hoped, might, in the moment 
of actual neceſſity, turn out, not from bounties, but from 
a national ſpirit and zeal for their country. The worſt want of 


all, he conceived, would be want of ſhips. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that there was one 


point admitted from all quarters, that, in the preſent moment, 


no rational means of increaſing our naval and military force 


ought to be left unattempted; and he was rather diſpoſed to 


take the benefit of this general agreement, than to enter into 


the minute details ſtarted by the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox), 
and which it was at all times exceedingly difficult to diſcuſs. 


Great part of his argument, with reſpe& to the neceſſity of 
increaſing naval exertions, aroſe out of the preſent criſis. It 
could not be denied, that from the change of circumſtances 
fince laſt year, it had become neceſſary that a greater naval 
force ſhould be now employed againſt France. But when the 
Hon. Gentleman carried his poſition ſo far, as to ſtate, that 
there was no ſacrifice of military force, which ought not to be 


made for the fake of increaſing the navy; he went to a length, 
which neithercommon ſenſe nor ſound policy would warrant. 


For 
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For were this poſition to be carried to its utmoſt latitude, then 
it would be proper entirely to diſband the army; as whatever 
might be the calamities, which ſuch a meaſure would produce, 
it would molt certainly be the means of giving an increaſe to 


the navy. Such was the conduct of the Hon. Gentleman, in 


bringing forward general propoſitions, which his good ſenſe 
afterwards obliged hint to qualify. For his own part, he felt, 
that, at one time, the army called for an augmentation z at 


another time the navy, according to the exigency of circum- 


ſtances. If he found the navy arrived to a certain pitch, and 


the army requiring an extra augmentation, he would attend to 
the neceſſities of that ſervice which at the moment was incom- 


plete. The beſt proof of the attention paid to the nayal ſervice 


laſt year was, that the increaſe had exceeded that of any former 
year of a war, as well as the brilliant and deciſive victory 


| atchieved by our fleet. The change in our ſituation that ren- 
dered a further increaſe of naval force neceſſary, had ariſen 
from the circumſtance of our land-exertions not having been 
ſufficient to prevent the enemy from the probable acquiſition 
of another naval power, to the aid of their own marine. — The 
attempt to ſet the naval in oppoſition to the military force of 
the country, he muſt conſider as the reſult of a ſhort-ſighted, 


narrow, and falſe policy, fimilar to the exploded ſyſtem which 


had once prevailed, of making a diſtinction between the land- 
ed and the mercantile intereſt—a diſtinction which the more 
enlightened politics of modern times had proved to be falſe and 
abſurd, as the two intereſts were ſo blended, that the one might 


be ſaid to depend on the other. He had however no heſitation 


to ſtate, that where the naval and military exertions interfered, 


he conceived that in the preſent inſtance, and under the exiſt- 


ing circumſtances of the war, a preference ought ta be given 
to the naval. 


Mr. Fox replied, that he certainly did not mean to ſay, that 


the whole army ought to be diſbanded for the fake of procuring 
a cabin-boy to the navy. But what he had ſaid was, that there 
was no period at which greater ſacrifices of military force 
ought to have been made for the purpoſe of increaſing our 
naval exertions, than in the laſt, as well as the preſent year: 
And every man of common prudence might laſt year have 
foreſeen, that an increaſe of our navy would be neceſſary, 
equally for purpoſes of conqueſt and defence. - © 
General Smith ſaid, that he thought not only that every 
royal dock in the kingdom, but that every merchant's dock 
which was of a ſuflicient ſize, ought to be employed for 
the purpoſe of building new ſhips for the ſervice of the 


navy. . 
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Mr. M. Robinſon ſaid, the miniſter had ſtated what he 


_ conſidered as rather a curious reaſon for eee e mili- 


tary force, namely, the probable junction of the Dutch and 
French fleets; he could not help thinking that the Right Hon. 
Gentleman teſtified rather a degree of coldneſs to whatever 
regarded the naval ſervice. | COWS SY 

T he Chancellor of the Exchequer hoped that the motion he 
ſhould on a future day bring forward, would prove that charge 


to be unfounded. | 


Mr. Sheridan remarked, that the Secretary at War had 
made a diſtinction between things which he ought not to an- 
ſwer, and things which he could not anſwer. He had de- 


_ clined anſwering, whether the troops on board the tranſports 


were deſtined for the Weſt Indies; but had afterwards ſtated 
that they had been prevented by certain winds from failing 
to the place of their deitination. On the ſubject of theſe 
troops, he could not help ſtating that the Hon. Gentleman 
diſcovered a very great deficiency of information; and that 
he ſhould think it incumbent upon him to move for returns 


of thoſe troops, and an account of their ſituation, &c. An 


inquiry into the ſcandalous, cruel, and criminal negle& by 
which theſe men (nine regiments) had been detained five or _ 


ſix months on board the tranſports, in a ſickly and languiſhing 
ſtate, would, he truſted, not come by itſelf, but form part 
of an inveſtigation of the cauſes which had produced all the 


diſgraces and diſaſters of the war. The Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman had ſtyled the victory gained by Lord Howe deciſive; 


upon that ſuppoſition miniſters indeed had acted; but the 
event had ſince proved-it to be otherwiſe. We had ſoldiers 


at Plymouth—he atked, why we had not ſailors? He was 
told that the troops there had been detained partly by con- 


trary winds, and partly from the danger of encountering the 


fleet of the enemy. Why had they not a ſufficient convoy to 
prong them? If the French Weſt India iſlands, ' which had 

en held out as our boaſted indemnity in the prefent war, 
ſhould fall for the want of timely ſuccour, he ſhould feel a 


right to impute their loſs to the deficiency of the navy. The 


deſtination of theſe troops, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, was one of 


thoſe whimſical kind of ſecrets which every body knew. 


The Secretary at War, in reply, faid, that it was ſtrangely 
objected that the victory of the iſt of June was not decthve 
becauſe, in conſequence of the ſ#b/eguent exertions of the 
enemy, they were enabled to fit out another fleet. With re- 
gard to his caution and ſecrecy, which ſeemed to be a matter 


of ſo much pleaſantry to the Hen. Gentleman, as to the 


deſtination of the traniports, he had only objected to anſwer- 


— 


* 
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ing, becauſe he thought the queſtion was of that nature and 


deſcription that it ought not to have been aſked. He further 


inſiſted, that it was not to be imputed to Adminiſtration that 


ſickneſs had prevailed amongſt the troops on board the tranſ- 
ports; they had every ſupply of neceſſaries uſual and proper 
on fuch occaſions; they were not improperly crowded; and 


though the long confinement, from the impoſſibility of ſailing 
towards their deſtination, unfortunately cauſed by the reaſons 


already mentioned, was ſufficient to create the fickneſs fo 
much to be regretted, yet as they were wanted for a preſſing 


ſervice to their country, no blame could be juſtly laid to the 
account of miniſters for keeping them on board. 

Mr. Brandling congratulated the Houſe and his conſtitu- 
ents, on the declaration of the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) that a preference would be given to naval exertions. 


He truſted that the ſyſtem of military operations on the con- 


tinent, hitherto ſo ruinous, and ſo diſgraceful in its effects, 
would no longer be perſiſted in. It was now time to ſtudy 


economy in our reſources, and not to expend them in a 


quarter, where we had met with nothing but perfidy on the 
one hand, and counteraction on the other. We ought to 


| ſhew to the enemy, that our reſources were equal to carry on 
a war defenſive by land, and offenſive by ſea, for at leaſt 


ſeven years to come. | 4 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he could not remain filent, when 


he heard charges of ſuch a nature brought by Gentlemen at 
the oppoſite ſide of the Houſe. He ſuppoſed that no perſon 
would be abſurd enough to contend that the common peace 


eſtabliſhment was ſufficient for the ſecurity of the country at 
this momentous criſis, and without new levies in the mode 
ſtated in the eſtimates, proviſion cannot be made againſt the 
threatening preſſure of exiſting circumſtances. At the com- 


mencement of the war independent companies had been 


raiſed, and officers of a certain rank had been advanced to 


higher ranks in the army; the beſt methods for rendering 


our military eſtabliſhment reſpectable : But ſtill there is a de- 
ficiency; and it muſt either be ſhewn that the army is ſuffi- 
cient for our ſafety and protection, or it muſt be allowed 
that new levies are neceſſary, both for recruiting the old 
regiments and for raiſing new ones. It is ſometimes objected, 


that too old regiments, and ſometimes that too new regiments 
have been ſent abroad for the protection of our foreign poſ- 


ſeſſions. If ever any new regiment has been ſent out, it has 


been only from abſolute neceſſity; and no perſon, who is at 


all acquainted with the influence of a foreign climate upon 


_ the health of Engliſhmen, would ever adviſe ſuch a — 
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if by any means it could be avoided. But from the ſmall 


force at preſent in the Welt Indies, the iflands were certainly 
in ſo critical a ſituation as called for great reinforcements to 
place them in a ſtate of ſecurity. There were no old regi- 
ments at preſent in the country, new levies muſt therefore 
be made; and, what was a ſubject of regret, but of abſolute 
neceſſity, raw ſoldiers muft be ſent out for the defence of 
our ſoreign poſſeſſions, As to the marine corps, the fact 
ſtands thus: — All the old force has been ſent either to the 
continent, or applied to the foreign poſſeſſions. Seven old 
regiments have alſo been transferred to the fleet as marines. 
Every effort was made to increaſe the marine ſervice, but 
there has been greater difficulty in procuring hands for this 


department of the military ſervice than any other, as it is the 


leaſt popular branch of the public ſervice.  'Fhe reaſon is ob- 
vious 3 thoſe who with to go into the army enliſt as ſoldiers, 
and thoſe who wiſh to, go on board ſhip enter as ſailors. 'The 
only inducement was prize-money; but this proving inſuffi- 


_ cient, they were compelled to turn the beſt old regiments into 


this ſervice, If any order had been given, prohibiting ma- 
rines from becoming ſailors, it was the wiſeſt and moſt po- 
litical order which cauld have been given, as it is always 
eaſier to procure ſailors than marines. Every augmentation, 
therefore, of the land force was an augmentation of the 
naval force, becauſe the land troops could be converted into 
marines, and marines always conltitute an eſſential part of 
the complement of a ſhip. New levies are conſequently ne- 
ceſſary for the ſecurity of our foreign poſſeſſions, and raifing 
them is the beſt mode of augmenting our naval force. Re- 


ſpecting the ſituation of the troops on board the tranſports, 


he would not pretend ignorance ; he had paid particular at- 
tention to that ſubject, and he believed that no blame could 
be attached to Government on their account. But if any 
Gentleman in that Houſe, if the Hon. Gentleman oppoſite 


(Mr. Sheridan), would inform him of any neglect in the 
tranſport ſervice, of any ill treatment which the troops had 


received, or of any defect of any kind in the mode in whieh 
the meaſures in which they were concerned were conducted, 
he would account it a high perſonal obligation. He muſt be 
deſtitute of humanity, and unworthy to bear the ſhape of a 


man, who would not intereſt himſelf in the cauſe of thoſe 


valiant troops, who were leaving their friends.and their coun- 
try to defend its colonies abroad. The fact was, Adminiſtra- 
tion had paid more particular attention to this, than to any 
other branch of the public ſervice, and he was confident that 
the-caſe would admit of the moſt minute inveſtigation. The 
| „„ 88 tonna ge 
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tonnage of veffels had been particularly attended to; and if 
any Gentleman would ſtate to him any particular inſtance, 
in which one hair's-breadth of the regular tonnage was want 
ing, he would make it the ſubject of minute inquiry, and 
ſee that thoſe who had been guilty of the fraud, ſhould be 
puniſhed and diſgraced. Another obſervation which had 
been made refpeCting the detention of the tranſports in port, 
after the period at which they were appointed to ſail, was a 
circumſtance which certainly afforded no cauſe of complaint. 
If there was any blame, he would cheerfully plead guilty. 
But they were kept by contrary winds, a circumſtance againſt 
which no Adminiſtration could provide. The troops were 
on board, a convoy was appointed, the Weſt Indies called for 
the reinforcement, orders were given for them to ſail, and 
what, in the name of goodneſs, could be the motive for de- 
lay? Could it be ſuppoſed, that * troops were put on board 
without any intention that they ſfwuld ſail, or that they were 
kept on board merely to be conſumed by diſeaſe? Poſitive 
orders were given to take no fick men to ſea; but becauſe a 
few were , were all to diſembark? Was it objected 
that they were old regiments that were deſtined to this ſer- 
vice? They were the only fit regiments for the purpoſe. 
He would aſk an Hon. Gentleman, if the raw troops ſo ludi- 
croully deſcribed by him, as compoſed of boys and old men, 


would be fit to be ſent on ſuch a fervice—or as an Hon. Gen- 


tleman had adviſed, would he ſo miſapply the forces of the 
country as to ſend the fencibles to the Weſt Indies, or put 
the cavalry on board? [Here a loud laugh enſued. ] He would 
not follow an Hon. Gentleman (General Tarleton) in pur- 
ſuing him along the wide-extended line, as he, in military 
phraſe, expreſſed it on a former night, by taking a review of 
all the military operations in the Netherlands If on a former 
night he did not give information relative to theſe troops, it 
was becauſe he was not required to do ſo. Concerning every 
thing that fell within his department, he was ever ready to 
give the moſt ſatisfactory information; and if that Hon. 
Gentleman, or any other in that Houſe, could point out any 
thing which required redreſs, he would be particularly happy 


in the information, and apply ſuch remedy as the nature of 


the grievance and the cauſe of humanity might require. 
The reſolutions of the Committee were read a firſt time. 
Mr. Sheridan, adverting to the difficulty of raiſing marines, 
_ aſked why a bounty was not given for encouraging that ſer- 


vice. He blamed the remiſſneſs of miniſters in not ſending 


the troops ſoon enough on board the tranſports, as much as 
their negligence in afterwards detaining, them. Sir Charles 
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Grey had atchieved much in the Weſt Indies, but had not a 


force ſufficient for the accompliſhment of all he would have 
probably been able to do, if he had been better ſupported 
from home. 'The delay was the more remarkable, as in the 
interim General Vaughan and Admiral Caldwell had failed 
for the Welt Indies, and arrived in ſafety. The Right Hon. 
Gentieman had ſtated that they had been allowed all the ton- 
nage fixed by regulation, but the difference was conſiderable 
between keeping men on board tranſports only five or fix 
weeks, and detaining them the ſame number of months, 
The Right Hon. Gentleman ought alſo to recollect, that the 
treatment and proviſions which might be ſuitable at the period 
of their embarkation, were very unſuitable, now that they 
were languiſhing in ſickneſs, and dying of the moſt grievous 
diſtempers; and ſuppoſing them now to ſail, of what uſe 
will they be? He underſtood that there were fix hundred of 
the men now fick or. ſhore, and eight hundred on board, and 
that it was the opinion, that by the time they arrived in the 
Welt Indies, all of them would be unfit for ſervice 3 ſo that 
the beſt method would be to diſembark them and get new 
tranſports for the expedition. If the ſuccours to be afforded 
to the Weſt Indies depended entirely on the reinforcement 
expected from theſe troops, he muſt look with a deſponding 
eye to the ſituation of affairs in that quarter. e 
Here the reſolutions were read a ſecond and third time, 
and paſſed. 5 | | 
Mr. Fox begged leave to repeat a queſtion which he had 
put before, but to which he had received no ſatisfactory 
anſwer—Whether the preſent mode of recruiting for the 
army interfered with the recruiting of the navy ? Mr. Fox ſaid 
| that if it was really true, that notwithſtanding the immenſe 
n= vote of that night, there was no other force but that now on 
: board the tranſports applicable to the ſervice of the Welt 
v1. Indies, it afforded indeed the moſt uncomfortable and diſ- 
BY h _ couraging proſpect of affairs that could well be entertained. 

; | Mr. Secretary Dundas replied, that the recruiting of the 
army does not interfere with the recruiting of the navy to 
any inconvenient extent; and as a proof of it, they recruited 
for the navy to almoſt the whole extent of the number of 
men which had been voted. He did not ſtate that the force 

1 at Plymouth deſtined for the Weſt Indies, was the only force ' 
1 in the country, but that it was the only force fit for the 

"mM ſervice; nor could the Hon. Gentleman be ſurpriſed at it, 

fl! | when he was put in mind that at the commencement of the 

1 war there were only 13,000 effective men in the army, and 

8 | that ſince that time all the old regiments have been ae | 
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of on the continent, in the Weſt Indies, in America, and 
the Eaſt Indies. | 
Mr. Francis wiſhed to aſcertain, before the debate went 
off, what force had really been deſtined for the Weſt Indies, 
and aſked why tranſports might not have made the voyage 
with as much ſucceſs as ſhips of war. He underſtood that 
ſome of the troops deſtined for the expedition had died, and 
that all of them, in conſequence of having been ſo long 
on board, were in a very ſickly ſtate. If ſuch was the caſe, 
it would be better to ſend no troops at all, than to ſend ſuch 
as would either periſh in the voyage, or, when they ſhould 
arrive, be unſit for ſervice. 5 a | 
General Tarleton adverted to the unbecoming jocularity of 
Mr. Dundas, which he ſaid might do very well at Wimbledon 
or Somerſet-houſe; but which he conſidered as highly indecent 
in the Houſe of Commons on ſuch a momentous ſubject. 
The General ſuggeſted that the defects of the mode of raiſin 
independent companies were radical. | 
In order to give full force and energy to our military opera- 
tions, he thought a Military Committee ſhould be appointed 
to inſpect the conduct of officers, and the mode of putting 
every meaſure into execution; and he thought that an Hon. 


Member, whom he had then in his eye, was a proper perſon 


to ſuperintend ſuch an inſtitution. | 

Adverting to the expedition of Sir Charles Grey, he af- 
ſerted, that he was not ſufficiently ſupported, and that he 
ought to have been reinforced. As to the troops which lay 
at Plymouth, he thought their long continuation in the tranſ- 


| ports mult have injured them materially ; and in proof of 


his aſſertion, he adverted to the troops of Sir William Howe, 
in the American war, who ſuffered much from a ſimilar 
ſituation. At all events, if we had the ſuperiority at ſea, 
the convoy ought to have ſailed. | | es 

Sir William Young made ſome obſervations upon the clauſe, 
and was proceeding to go into a diſcuſhon of the conduct of 
the expedition to Guadaloupe and St. Lucia; and making ſome 
alluſions which were conſidered to be perſonal to the com- 
manders on that expedition, he was called to order by the 


Speaker, who reminded the Hon. Baronet that the queſtion 


before the Houſe was not an inquiry into the conduct of 


Particular officers or particular expeditions; and that being 


the caſe, he found himſelf obliged to call him to order. 
Sir William Young apologized, and expreſſed himſelf per- 
ſonally obliged for the interruption, 
Ar. Grey ſaid, he was aware of the propriety of the Speak- 
er's adhering, with his uſual attention, to the point of order, 
5 F though 
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though he could have wiſhed, for his own part, that the 
Hon. Baronet had been allowed to proceed, There was 
nothing he ſo much withed for as a full inveſtigation of every 

circumſtance relating to that affair, becauſe he knew much 
of wicked rumour and miſchievous calumny had been cir- 
culated induſtriouſly on that ſubject; and he was equally 
certain, upon the molt minute inquiry, whenever it ſhould 
be made, which it certainly would be, the retulr would refute. 
thoſe malicious aſperſions, and do away ali thoſe falſe and 
unfounded calumnies and rumours. | 15 

Mr. Secretary Dundas explained, in reply to Mr. Francis, 
what he had formerly ſaid, which was, that although ſome 
fingle ſhips had ſailed and made out their voyage, {till the cir- 
cumſtances were ſuch as rendered it impoſſible for a fleet with 
convoy to fail with any chance of ſecurity; and it was to be 
obſerved, that the prefſure of circumitances was ſuch, that 


| the ſhips of war had been directed to attempt the voyage at all 


hazards, in order to accompliſh the ſecurity of the iſlands. 
With reſpect to the levity which had been aſcribed to him, 


he could only fay, that if ridiculous queſtions were put to 


him, he could not always avoid giving a ridiculous anſwer, 
There was another embargo, however, which had been laid 
upon him, that he did not ſo much like, that he ſhould always 
carry his gravity to Wimbledon. He confeſſed that he did 
not ſpeak with the fame dignified and oratorial tone with the 
Hon. General, that he did not meaſur? his periods, and ſtudy 
the cadence of his ſentences, ſo much as he did; and that he 
did not keep the ſpeech which he had prepared tor the open- 
ing of Parliament for the diſcuſſion of the army eſtimates: 


He ſpoke his ſentiments freely, and without diſguiſe, in the 


language which occurred at the moment, 

Mr. Courtenay ſaid, he doubted not the facility of the laſt 
ſpeaker in extemporaneous oratory; if he had any time to 
ſpare, therefore, it ſhould be devoted to learning the Engliſh 
language | | e | 

Mr. Dent called to order. He obſerved, that what Mr. 
Courtenay was about to ſay had no connexion with the ſubject _ 
in debate. | 9 | 

Mr. Dundas ſaid, that the charge imputed to him was a 
misfortune, and not a fault. He was not to be blamed for the 
circumſtance that his father and mother lived on the other 
fide of the Tweed! and that he was born there. =: 

Mr. Courtenay ſaid, that the Right Hon. Gentleman was in- 
debted to him for having drawn forth the firſt inſtance of mo- 
deſty which had occurred in thirteen years acquaintance with 


his public life. The preſent was not a ſubject however to be 


treated 
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treated with levity. Mr. Courtenay then proceeded to ſtate the 
information which he had received reſpecting the bad accom- 
modation for the troops, who had been fo long on board the 
tranſports, at Plymouth. Some part of his information he 
thought he had from very reſpectable authority. He under- 
ſtood that one regiment which had been embarked contrary to 
the Colonels advice, who had offered to retain the men on 
ſhore at his own expence,. had ſuffered very much, being at the 
time of embarkation 1000 ſtrong, and at this time, from the 
confinement, the contagion that had prevailed, and other dif- 
agreeable circumſtances, were not 400. | 

Mr. Francis inſiſted that no direct anſwer had been given 
to his queſtions, which he thought delerved anſwers from their 
importance. Mr. Francis ſaid, the French fleet being out, was 
a reaſon why the tranſports could not ſafely fail; but then he 
could not think miniſtry undeſerving of blame in the ſhame- 


ſul negligence of the condition of men, ſtowed together in 


ſhips ſuch a length of time. Could the weſterly winds con- 
tinue ſo long to blow as was ſtated by miniſters ? Or, again, 
allowing the caſe were ſo, when they knew the ſtate of the 
wind, why did they not land the men? Were they then not 
in the higheſt degree culpable? | - | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas repeated what he had formerly ſtated, 
as all the anſwer that was required. SIO 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he was ſure that the Houſe and the country 
looked to the ſubjects which had that night been introduced 
as of ſo important a nature, that it muſt be neceffary to have 
them Tully inveſtigated. He inſiſted that there was blame to 
be laid fomewhere, and he had heard nothing urged that 
tended to throw it off from thoſe to whom it had been im- 
puted. If it was clear, which could not well be denied now, 


than an inſufficient force had been ſent out with Sir Charles 


Grey, and what was worſe, that there was no probability at 
the time of ſending to him an immediate reinforcement, ſuch 
negligence, and the conſequences that had enſued from it, 
called for the moſt particular inquiry. In his opinion, theſe 
facts were made out by what had happened: Sir Charles Grey 
had failed in November 1793, with a force ſurely inadequate, 
or, if ſufficient to conquer the Weſt India iſlands, completely 
unfit to keep what they had conquered; and now, when he 
was ſpeaking, he knew of no reinforcement, nor any adequate 
aſſiſtance, that they had yet received. An Hon. Gentleman 
had frequently aſked in the courſe of the debate, what mo- 
tive miniſters could have in keeping the troops at. Plymouth, 
or in not attending to their comforts he would not pretend 


to ſay, becauſe it was impoſſible for him to know what had 


been 
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been their motives, either for that, or the many other blunders 


and miſcarriages which had happened during the preſent war. 
Whatever he might think of their motives to the country, it 
was of little conſequence whether they were corrupt or not, 
inaſmuch as they had produced the molt diſaſtrous events that 


could have befallen us. | 


The Secretary at War ſpoke ſhortly in reply, and warned the 


Houſe againſt being led by the motives that induced Gentle- 


men on the other fide to paint the ſituation of the country, as 
they had done, as much as his Hon. Friend had warned againſt 


comparing the motives of Adminiſtration with the circum- 


ſtances that had taken place. It was not within human pru- 
dence to foreſee, or wiſdom to prevent, the ſailing of the 
French fleet, except any one would ſay, that the grand fleet 
of England ſhould remain off Breſt to prevent the French 


fleet from getting in if they were out, or getting out if they 


were in. | Me £12 | tl 
Colonel Sloane intimated it to be his opinion, that the naval 
ſtrength of the country had been negleted—that ſufficient 
ſtrength had not been employed in the Weſt Indies—that our 
information with regard to the French fleet had been defective, 
and that there muſt be blame ſomewhere, for keeping the 


troops and fleet at Plymouth ſo long as they had been. The 
Colonel ſaid, that in our prefent circumſtances, it was ne- 


ceſſary that we ſhould have {ſquadrons every where; it was ne- 
ceſſary to the ſafety of the country, and even of that Houſe. 
The neceſlity of this would be ſeen within a very ſhort ſpace 
of time. | Pies ENS | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that from June to De- 
cember, the Britiſh fleet had been at ſea, and that it was im- 
pothble to remain for ever at ſea, they muſt ſometimes come 
in to refit, The French were nurſing their fleet in Breſt, but 
taking advantage of the Britiſh navy returning to port, they 


put to ſea. The argument of the Hon. Gentleman terminated 


in this point, viz. that we ought to have a fleet to convoy, 
and another for the ſake of obſervation. But he contended, 


that the circumſtances of the moment rendered this impoſ- 


ſible; and entirely exculpated miniſtry from the charges 
thrown out againſt them. Beſides, the decided ſuperiority of 
this country by ſea, proved that the exertions of his Majeſty's 
miniſters were not wanted in ſtrengthening the navy. 
Colonel Sloane ſaid, that what he complained of was, that 
too much time was ſpent in what was called refitting. He 
could not but think that a veſſel would do fully as well in ac- 
tion with the enemy even if her ſides had nat been newly 
painted. He had witneſſed ſomething of this himſelf in the 
| 1 | : . 5 | repairs 
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repairs of the fleet commanded by Lord Howe. He hoped, 


that as the Breſt fleet, it was underſtood, was ſtill out, the 


caſterly wind, which muſt ſtill prevent their return, would 
enable our ſailors to make amends for the delay. | 
Mr. Fox ſaid that every thing he had heard convinced him 
the more that there was a neceſlity for inveſtigating every part 
of this buſineſs. The miniſters had throughout the war 
ſhewn an equal want of intelligence, folly in deſigns raſhneſs 
of conduct, and imbecility in execution, which, even if that 
Houſe was to wink at, he was ſure the Public at large would 
| ſee the neceſſity of, and inſiſt upon inquiry. Mr. Fox denied 
that there exiſted a neceſſity for the double fleet intimated by 
the miniſter, unlefs it could be proved that a fleet ſhould be 
exactly the ſame time in fitting as at ſea. In point of fact 
the miniſters were _— ignorant of the ſailing of the Breſt 


fleet, though on that information depended the ſafety of our 


homeward-bound fleets, without adverting to that of the 
enemy, laden with naval ſtores from the Baltic, and which it 
was the duty of miniſters, at all hazards, to intercept. N 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the information of 
miniſters did not depend on the opinion of Mr. Fox. He 
thought that the ſuperiority of our navy was fully mani- 
feſted by their keeping at ſea the greater part of the year. 
The remainder of the reſolutions being read and agreed to, 
Bills were ordered to be brought in accordingly. 5 
Mr. Secretary Windham moved for leave to bring in a Bill 
to prevent mutiny and deſertion. Leave was given, and per- 
ſons named to prepare and bring in the ſame. 


HABEAS CORPUS ACT. 


Mr. Attorney General ſaid, it had been his intention to move 


the ſecond reading of the Bill to continue the Act of laſt Seſ- 
ſion, that day; but conſidering the importance of the ſubject, 
and that he wiſhed it to undergo the moſt ſolemn and ample 
diſcuſſion, he would, with the leave of the Houte, propoſe the 
lecond reading next day; at the ſame time, if that was agreed 
to, he intimated his intention and wiſh, that after the fecond 


reading ſhould have been diſcuſſed, the Bill ſhould go through | 


the Committee the ſame day. | 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he had no objection to the ſecond. 
reading being put off till next day z but he ſaw no reaſon why, 
by agreeing to that, the Houſe was to go into any compro- 
miſe, by pledging itſelf, that the Bill ſhould go through the 
Committee the ſame day. | | 
The Attorney General explained. 
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Mr. Fox expreſſed his opinion, that both ſtages of the Bill 
could not be gone through the next day. He conſidered the 
diſcuſſion on the principle of the Bill, and what might be de- 
bated on the Clauſes and Preamble, in the Committee, as ſo 
perfectly unconnected, that there was no probability, conſider- 
ing the importance of the ſubject, of both debates being con- 
cluded in the ſame day. Mt | | 5 
| The motion for the ſecond reading being agreed to, the 
Houſe adjourned at nine o'clock. e Lore 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FriDAY, "Jan. 27. | 


Lord Viſcount Stopford reported, that, his Majeſty had been 
waited upon with an Addreſs of that Houſe, and that he had 
been graciouſly pleaſed to ſay he would give directions ac- 
cordingly. DRE | | 2 
9 | INNKEEPERS PETITION, 

UE | Mr. Manwaring preſenteU a petition on behalf of the Inn- 
$4 keepers and Victuallers of England, ſigned by about 3000 
| perſons, ſtating the hardſhips under which they labour, by 
. means of having his Majeſty's troops and horſes quartered on 
| {| them: That the price which they now had for the accommo- 
14 dation which they were compelled to give to ſuch troops, dif- 
| | fered but little from what was allowed in the reign of King 
William, and that no advance was made in that price for the laſt 
ſixty years: That in conſequence of ſuch quartering, their loſs 
now, all together, amounted to near one ſhilling per day for each 
man and horſe, to the great diſtreſs of ſome, and, if not re- 
lieved, to the inevitable ruin of many of the petitioners. The 
petition prayed in general terms ſuch relief, as to the wiſdom 
and juſtice of the Houſe ſhouid ſeem meet, and to be heard 
by themſelves or counſel, &c. RN 5 
Mr. Manwaring then moved, that the petition be referred 
to a Committee, that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
report it as it ſhall appear to them to the Houſe. _ 5 
T he Speaker ſaid, that if the petition were laid on the table, 
the Hon, Member by whom it was brought up was not pre- 
cluded from taking up any part of it, when he thought fit, 
for ſeparate conſideration, dough he ſhould relinquiſh his 
motion for a Committee. Ss | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that this was a mat- 
ter of great importance, and ſo highly deſerving of the At- 
| 2 85 : | tention 
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tention of the Houſe, that he thought they ought to proceed 
with more deliberation than that of referring at once to a Com- 
mittee. If the petition was merely ordered to be laid on the 
table, it would not reſt always in that ſituation, unleſs thoſe 
who preſented it were negligent of their duty, which he had 
no reaſon to ſuſpect ; but as he thought that nothing ought to 
be done upon the ſubject without a full inquiry, it appeared to 
him that the beſt ſtep that could be taken then was, that 
of ſimply ordering the petition to be laid on the table of the 
Houſe. | L | 
A ſhort converſation took place, which was ſupported by 
Sir Edward Knatchbull, Colonel Rolle, Mr. Walwin, Mr. Wig- 
| tey, and Mr. Manwaring, which ended in the motion for the 
_ petition en lee to a Committee, being withdrawn, and 
the petition being ordered to be laid on the table. | 


| CALL OF THE HOUSE. no 
Mr. Fox moved the Order of the Day for the attendance of 
ſuch Members as did not anſwer to the Call of the Houſe; 
which being read, and ſeveral defaulters names being called 
over, a general order was made for the attendance on Tueſday 
next, of all thoſe who had not yet anſwered, 
On motion being made, leave was given to bring in a Bill for 
regulating his Majeſty's Marine Forces while on ſhore. The 
Committees of Supply and of Ways and Means were defer- 
red to Monday next. | | | 
£2 | HABEAS CORPUS. 


The Order of the Day having, on the Attorney General's 


motion, been read for the ſecond reading of the Bill for em- 


_ powering his Majefty to ſecure and detain ſuch perſons as he 


ſhall ſuſpeA to be conſpiring againſt his perſon and go- 
vernment, , | | 
The Speaker put the queſtion, That this Bill be now read 
a ſecond time. „ Fo Ea | . 
Ar. Lambion roſe to expreſs his indignation and ſurpriſe, 
at the Right Hon. Gentleman ſuppoſing, on the firſt view of 
the bulineſs, that the Houſe would accede to a propofition of 
ſuch magnitude as that of the ſuſpenſion of the liberties of 
Engliſhmen, without his informing Parliament on what ground 
he claimed their concurrence to ſuch a meaſure.—No eri- 
minal matter had been adduced by Government to prove the 
neceſſity of the ſuſpenſion of this palladium of Britiſh free- 
dome no new plot had been offered in extenuation of the of- 
fence. Mr. Lambton faid, that ever fince this matter was firſt 


thought of, his ſentiments had been uniform, and the opinion 
0 oa Tt 2 | | which 
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which he had at laſt formed, was not one that was raſhly or 
haſtily adopted, but was ſuch as gradually grew up in his 
mind on the mature deliberation of events as they had hap- 
pened. In May 1792, when his Majeſty's firſt proclamation 
was iſſued againſt certain ſeditious and inflammatory writings 
and publications, he doubted the profeſſed object of thoſe 
who adviſed his Majeſty to iſſue that proclamation, It was 
hardly rational to ſuppoſe, the real view was nothing but to 
warn the Public againſt the poſſible effect of ſuch publications, 
becauſe, had that been really the object of his Majeſty's ad- 
viſers, the proclamation muſt have been nearly coeval with 
the publications complained of, when in truth theſe writings 
had notoriouſly been publiſhed near two years before the pro- 
I cälamation iſſued; and in the interim, nothing was heard of 
$45 from Government upon that ſubjeQ, although the writings 
179 which had been ſince complained of, had been all this while 
Vf | in general and very extenſive circulation; nor was there one 
191 ſtep taken, or word ſaid, of the proſecution of any one of the 
authors of theſe criminal proceedings: He therefore ſuſpect- 
ed that there were ſome views in iſſuing that proclamation 
which were not expreſſed in the words of it; his ſuſpicion in- 
creaſed when he heard theſe facts given as a ground for call 
ing out the militia, and afſembling Parliament without the 
uſual notice; he ſuſpected that the proceedings of perſons 
who had no connexion with Mr. Paine, nor with any of his 
writings, were the real objects of the miniſter's firſt attacks; 
but his ſuſpicions were at laſt confirmed, when an Hon. Friend 
of his, wiſhing to relieve the Public from the alarms which 
theſe miniſterial arts had created, moved in the Houſe for a 
Committee to inquire into theſe alleged plots and conſpiracies, 
| the miniſter oppoſed the motion, and it was conſequently 
11 negatived.— Why were theſe plots not inquired into? Be- 
14 cauſe inquiry at that time ſuited not the views and purpoſes of 
11.8 the miniſter and his adherents. They had projects which 
could not be anſwered by that plain, honeſt, and direct me- 
thod, and therefore of inquiry into theſe plots and conſpiracies 
we heard no more for a conſiderable time: About ſixteen 
months afterwards, however, the miniſter himſelf thought fit 
to come forward and call for inquiry into plots and conſpi- 
racies, and extraordinary indeed was the conduct of Parlia- 
ment upon that occaſion; we had read of the hong Parlia- 
ment, and of the ramp Parliament; poſſibly poſterity might 
view a confiding Parliament in no better light than either: For 
à a confiding Parliament it was which gave the miniſter credit 
for his aſſertions, and agreed to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Act 
+ on the ſtrength of them. He voted, he ſaid, againſt all theſe 
© | 5 pro- 
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propoſitions of the miniſter; nothing had happened to change, 
but many circumſtances had taken place, which ſerved to con- 
firm that opinion, and therefore it was impoſſible for him to 
agree to the motion before the Houſe, which was for the ſe- 
cond reading of a Bill for ſuſpending. the Habeas Corpus Act; 
nor could any man, in his opinion, fairly agree to ſuch ſuſpen- 
ſion, unleſs new plots and freſh conſpiracies were proved to 


have been formed, and that proof regularly and fairly brought 


before that Houſe; a thing which was not even pretended in 

this caſe. _ Gl | | 
He was lately told that this Bill was not a total ſuſpenſion 
of the Habeas Corpus Act: That all perſons who might be 
wanted to give evidence on trials, and perſons impriſoned 
under any thing except the authority of this Bill, ſuch as 
. thoſe who were to be bailed, &c. would be intitled to the be- 
nefit of the Habeas Corpus Act, as if this Bill had never 
paſſed. This was neither more nor leſs than a downright 
quibble.— He would aſk if the miniſter of this country might 
at will and pleaſure impriſon whom he pleaſed, where and 
when he pleaſed, without affording to ſuch perſon any inform- 
ation as to the offence with which he was charged, or who 
his accuſer was, and not to bring ſuch perſon to trial, until he, 
the miniſter, thought fit? This was the ſort of power which 
was to be given the King's miniſters by this Bill, and every 
man in this country was to be put into their hands. Every 
man from John o'Groat's Houſe to the Land's End was to be 
impriſoned without privilege or bail, except the Members of 
the two Houſes of Parliament. He believed that inſtead of 
being a partial ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus AR, it would 
not be found in the whole hiſtory of England, that the ſuſ- 
| penſion of that Act had on any occaſion been more general 
than by this Bill it was to be. He muſt again aſk what reaſon 
had been aſſigned, for giving at this time ſo much power into 
the hands of any government, or why the whole of a people 
| ſhould be placed at the foot of miniſters for them to impriſon 
whom they pleaſed without aſſigning any cauſe—In anſwer to 
all this he ſhould be told perhaps of the lenity and indulgence 
which accompanied the exerciſe of the power to be given to 
miniſters, by this Bill, for that they have been remarkable for 
the lenity and indulgence with which they have hitherto ex- 
erciſed their power in that reſpect; to which he would anſwer, 
that no man ſhould be thus left at the mercy of another, un- 
leſs great and preſſing occaſion made it neceſſary. If miniſters 
had ſhewn this lenity and indulgence to any who had been al- 
ready impriſoned under the authority of the Bill, and it was 
neceſſary they fhould be impriſoned at all, then he muſt _ 
= ED this 
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this concluſion, that the plot did not exiſt to the extent mi- 
niſters ſay it does; if it did, they have been guilty of a breach 
of duty, by ſhewing that lenity or indulgence. On the firſt 
day of the ſeſſion he felt conſiderable indignation at what he 
then heard from ſome Gentlemen in that Houſe, on the ſub- 
ject of trial by jury, and the preſumption of law as to guilt or 
innocence. He thought it a principle of law ſo well and ſo 
generally underſtood “ That every man is to be deemed in- 
nocent until he is proved to be guilty,” that no Engliſh gen- 
tleman would deny it. If this was the fact, what was to be 
faid of the caſe of men whom the law had acquitted ? And 
yet the Houſe had heard an Hon. Member make uſe of the 
phraſe “an acquitted felon.” What muſt his feelings be 
when he heard ſuch a ſentence in an Engliſh Houſe of Com- 
mons? He did not fay that a Member of that Houſe might 
not form his opinion, and in certain cafes exprefs it on the 
| verdict of a jury; but he would ſay it was an inſult to that 
Houſe to announce in it, that men were culprits and felons 
who had been acquitted. He would go further than aſ- 
ferting chat a Member of that Houſe might in certain caſes 
give his opinion on a verdict; he would even fay a Member 
of that Houſe might complain of a verdict- but how and for 
what reaſon complain ? Either where the jury had been pack- 
ed, or improperly impannelled; where the judge had given 
wrong directions; or where an evident partiality had appeared 
in any part of the trial, or where the jury had been bribed on 
the one hand, or menaced by the judge on the other, and had in 
conſequence of venality or terror given a wrong verdict; in 
either of theſe cafes any Member of that Houſe had a right 
to complain of a verdict. But was this the caſe here ?—by 
no means; there never was a trial to which ſo much attention 
and deliberation had been given, as to each of thoſe on which 
this plot and conſpiracy was founded. Upon what principle 
therefore the perſons who had been acquitted were to be ar- 
raigned again—for it was arraigning them again to call them 
acquitted telons—he was at a loſs to imagine. Another Right 
Hon. Gentleman had made a diſtinction between what he 
called the forms of law, by which a party was tried and ac- 
quitted, and the moral guilt of fuch party z this was again an 
unfounded diſtinction, for the accuſation of treaſon in that 
Houſe (whether according to law or not was not his buſineſs 
to inquire then) was charged to ariſe out of the moral guilt 
or accumulated acts of ſedition, demonſtrating an intention 
as dangerous to the ſtate, as direct acts of high treaſon; there- 
fore the jury having acquitted the perſons charged, had, 
upon his own principle, deſtroyed the diſtinction which = 
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made between the formal acquittal by law of a perſon charged 
with high treaſon, and the moral guilt of ſuch a perſon who 
had been guilty of a crime equally dangerous to the ſtate as 
high treaſon. He therefore maintained that the perſons who 
had been tried for high treaſon had been acquitted. according 
to the deductions of common ſenſe, of both the treaſon and 
the ſedition; becauſe the object of the proſecution was, to 
make out and ſubſtantiate treaſon out of many acts of ſedi- 
tion; the facts failed on the part of the proſecution, and 
their own evidence diſproved the caſe on the part of the 
Crown. | | | | | 
Another Kon. Gentleman had aſked if the exiſtence of the 
plot could be doubted, after the grand jury had found the 
bil- to which he would anſwer, Moſt undoubtedly it could; 
and for this reaſon, the evidence given before the grand jury 
was ex parte evidence, moſt probably the evidence of ſpies and 
informers, who afterwards committed perjury at the trial. 
But he might be told, that moſt of the evidence before the 
grand jury aroſe out of documents which were unqueſtion- 
able as to authenticity. He wiſhed to draw a veil over all 
that part of the ſubject, for all theſe documents came before 
the jury under a deep impreſſion that they muſt be ſufficient 
for them to find the bill, becauſe the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment had, by their votes, exprefſed as much already. Should 
be be atked, whether he would adviſe that mode of proceed- 
ing apainſt a perſon accuſed with a crime which affected his 
life, he would anſwer, Certainly not. Having made theſe ob- 
ſervations on the late trials, he would aik on what pretence 
did the miniſters come forward for the renewal of this Bill? 
Were there any new facts on which it was ſupported ?—Was 
there any ground of any kind for it? — He maintained that 
there certainly was not. He wiſhed to have ſome informa- 
tion on theſe plots and conſpiracies, which reminded him of 
a line 5 


|  Quiis, quid, ubi, quibus auxiliis, cur, quomodo, quando? 


He wiſhed to know who the conſpirators were, what the con- 
ſpiracy was, where it was, by whole aid and aſſiſtance it was un- 
dertaken, and what were the means by which it was to be effect- 
ed, and when it wasto take place ?—Firſt, who were the conſpi- 
rators? Thoſe who were acquitted ?—No, hardly—perlons 
hitherto unknown? To ſpeak in the language of the indict- 
ment. Certainly hitherto unknown, and he believed, that 
would for ever remain ſo ; beſides, he was bound to conclude . 
there could be no ſuch conſpirators in the opinion of the _ 
| „ N ters, 
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ſters, elle they would have appointed another Secret Com- 


mittee to inquire into the plot. What was the conſpiracy ? 
It was a conſpiracy to call a Convention. That was no con- 
ſpiracy; for a Convention was a thing in itſelf perſectly legal; 
and there was no proof that any thing illegal was intended by 
it. It would remain a legal meaſure until a Convention Bill 
ſhould paſs here, as it did ſome time ago in Ireland. Where 
was the conſpiracy ? Was it in the metropolis, where, as an 
Hon. Member had ſaid laſt year, a great number of deſperate 
villains met in night-cellars, and there exerciſed with 
knives and other implements made for the purpoſe of deſtruc- 
tion; and where, in the dead of night, they planned theirhorrid 
ichemes, to the due and punctual execution of which they took 
the moſt ſolemn oaths, and for the breach of which they called 
down the moſt horrid imprecations ? All this had been ſaid laſt 


year to be true; he wondered that nothing of it appeared in 
the Report. However, there was nothing in it; this was not 
to be found therefore in London. Was it go be found in Nor- 


wich, or in Derby, or in any other part of the country? Cer- 


tainly not. By whoſe aid was the conſpiracy to be undertaken ? 


There was not one perſon brought forward in that character, 
nor any thing done that could be called dangerous. As to a 
few fooliſh letters or addreſſes to the Convention of France, 


he thought nothing of them, and it ſhould be remembered 


that thoſe letters were ſent at a time when this country was 
not in hoſtility with France; he therefore would maintain 
that all that theſe perſons aimed at was a Parliamentary Reform 
on the plan of the Duke of Richmond. The next thing was, 
by what means this conſpiracy was to be effected? Some pikes 
were brought in on the firſt trial, but the attempt was ſo 
ridiculous, that they diſappeared in an inſtant, and were ſeen 


no more. Some perſons met at Lambeth for the purpoſe of 
being tauglit their military exerciſe, but their numbers and 


condition were ſuch, the former being few and chiefly taylors 
and taylors apprentices, that he had no doubt but that Town- 
ſhend or Jealous might have taken their whole army, with 
their general at their head, and conducted them eaſily to Bow- 


ſtreet. 


Mr. Lambton ſaid, he would next aſk at what time, and un- 
der what circumſtances, were the people of this country to be 


deprived of the privileges which were ſecured to them by the 


Act of Habeas Corpus? When the monarchy was odious ?— 
No—+for at no period of our hiſtory was the Sovereign beloved 
more than he was at this moment, nor was there ever a Prince 
on the throne, who for his virtues deſerved to be more 1 
N Was 


Was it when we had no force to preſerve our internal tran- 
quillity? No, we had a large corps of Fencibles, and the Militia 

was embodied in better diſcipline than perhaps it ever had 
been before. What chance then was there of any ſucceſs to 
conſpirators againſt the ſtate? Moſt indubitably none. Let 
men of honour and conſcience, therefore, declare whether it 


was a fit thing that the people of England ſhould without any 


reaſon be deprived of their rights. It was, however, a lament- 
able truth that the King's miniſter had conducted himſelf as if 
he had a hatred for the lower claſs of ſociety. He had drawn, 
as it were, a line of demarkation between the rich and the 
poor in this country, He' had taught the rich to look with 
contempt upon the poor, and the poor to hold the rich in 
hatred and deteſtation. For his part, he had always thought, 
that the true Engliſh policy was to unite them in one bond of 
harmony, and love for the conſtitution under which they were 


both protected: Not to encourage ſuſpicion in the one, nor 


generate envy in the other, ſo as to make them two ſeparate 
and hoſtile parties: Not to treat the poor in England, as it 
was the policy of the deſpots of Germany, to regard them as 
beaſts of burden. The miniſter, Mr. Lambton ſaid, had filled 
the men of wealth of this country with alarm and apprehenſion 
for the poſſeſſion of their darling property, for the purnoſe of 


making them look with diſtruſt upon the poor, and to gain his 


object in taking away the liberty of the lower claſs. This 


might paſs for a time, indeed it had paſſed already. For a 


time the opinion of the rich would appear to be the entire 
opinion of the country, and give a certain tone to its polities; but 
that was a cloud that would paſs away; and the whole people 
of England, ſeeing with their own eyes, would alſo ſpeak with 
their own tongues; and when they ſhould ſo ſpeak, he hoped 


and truſted they would ſpeak with a voice that would arouſe 
the molt lethargic, and intimidate the moſt corrupt and pro- 


fligate of their enemies. He declared, he had no pleaſure in 
ſaying theſe things; he could wiſh there was no foundation 


for them; but theſe were not times to mince matters, they 
were times in which every. honeſt man ſhould ſpeak out the 


real dictates of his heart; for himſelf he would venture to 
tay, that if it were poſſible for his heart to be examined, there 
was not one in that Houſe that he flattered himſelf was more 


pure, or was filled with more ardent wiſhes for the welfare of 


the country. He ſaw no reaſon to admit, that in point of 
purity of politieal intention, he was inferior to any man in 
that Houſe ; he would not have ſaid this if he had not ſeen 
ſomething like diſcontent expreſſed by Gentlemen on the other 
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. fide of the Houle, 'on part of what he ſaid relative to the rich 
and poor. | e e e | 
© Such were the grounds on which this Bill for the ſuſpenſion 
of the Habeas Corpus Act was to be oppoſed by him. He did 
not mean to ſay, there were not any perſons who wiſhed to 
throw things into confuſion ; ſuch perſons there muſt be in 
_ every country; but he meant to fays there was not any thing 
of ſuch magnitude as to call for the entruſting ſo dangerous 
power in the hands of the Executive Government. He was 
againſt it, becauſe it gave encouragement to the nefarious 
practices of thoſe damnable fiends, commonly called ſpies. 
He called on the Houſe to remember the conduct of one of 
theſe characters, who attempted to take away the life of Mr. 
Walker of Mancheſter ; and he could not, he faid, but lament 
the frequent diſproportion and inequality of puniſhments and 
crimes; that perjured villain who ſwore againſt Mr. Walker, 
was ſentenced only to be impriſoned for two years; the 
offence, in his opinion, being worſe than highway robbery or 
burglary, and equal to ſome murders; at the ſame time that 
ſome journeymen tradeſmen, for attempting to raiſe their 
wages illegally, were ordered to ſtand upon the pillory, and to 
be impriſoned for that time beſides Was this the time to 
treat the poor with cruelty ? So far from it, a variety of cogent 
reaſons mult preſs upon the mind of every thinking man to 
convince him that we thould hear their complaints of grievances 
with attention, and endeavour to relieve them with effect. 
Nothing more, Mr. Lambton ſaid, occurred to him to offer 
upon the ſubject, except to take notice of a ſociety to which he 
had the honour to belong. He was happy the miniſter thought 
the views of that ſociety moderate and patriotic. Obſerving 
| Tome geſtures, he proceeded to fay, the miniſter ſeemed to 
diffent from the laſt propoſition. He ſhould be glad to hear 
the miniſter attempt to prove one act of the ſociety of the 
Friends of the People, or one ſentence written by them, which 
was not moderate and patriotic. He could not help thanking 
the miniſter for the opportunity which he had given him, to 
Tay fo much of the ſociety to which he had alluded. He hoped 
their recent actions had proved the truth of what he then 
afferted. What had that ſociety lately done? They had ſuſ- 
pended their proceedings with a view to Parliamentary Re- 
form, Had they abandoned their object? Certainly not. 
But there was one common danger at prefent, in which all 
were involved; it was paramount and ſuperior to all other 
conſiderations; it was therefore their duty to refrain for the 
prelent, from agitating the minds of the Public ; _— had 
9. | VV 2 - there- 
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therefore withdrawn their efforts for a Parliamentary Reform. 
How long were they to be thus retired and inactive? During 
the continuance of our preſent calamity z no longer. When 
(ſaid he) it ſhall pleafe God to remove our preſent calamity, 
we ſhall then ſtand upon advantage-ground with the people 
of this country. We ſhall be enabled to ſay to them, The dan- 
gers and difficulties which you have been under the calami- 
ties you have experienced, were brought on by a corrupt Ad- 
miniſtration, acting through the medium of a corrupt. Parlia- 
ment A cry of Order ! Order ! came from the oppoſite fide of the 
Houſe. Mr. Lambton proceeded—* The language which I 
have uſed I will repeat, if it has faded in the recollection of 
any Hon. Member of this Houſe: I ſay, that will be the ad- 
vantage-ground on which we ſhall ſtand ; and ſuch is the ad- 
dreſs which I, for one, ſhall make to the people of this country, 
and I will defy the artifices of any ſet of men to counteract it, 
for I know there is a great deal of diſcernment in the people of 
this country.“ 


The Attorney General then roſe. He ſaid there was no man in 


that Houſe who felt more the immenſe importance and mag- 
nitude of the ſubject than he did: Perhaps there were circum- 
ſtances which made his feelings upon it ſtronger than thoſe of 


moſt Gentlemen in that Houſe. The ſituation he had the ho- 


nour to hold had thrown a duty upon him as ſevere, in every 
ſenſe of the word, as could be thrown upon any individual. 
In riſing to ſpeak upon this queſtion, he felt no animoſity, no 
warmth; he had no other object but truth. In the courſe 72 what 
he had to ſay, it was his object to convince, and not to offend. 


The duty he had to perform was of too ſolemn, too important 


a nature, and he ſhould be unworthy of the ſituation he held, if 
he did in any point endeayour to miſlead the judgment of the 
Houſe. 'The duty, which had been thrown upon him was to 
conduct a great public proſecution, in ſuch a manner as to ren- 
der it effectual; but it was alſo his duty not to render it 


effectual by violating any one of the rules of law or of juſtice. 


He hoped in this particular his conduct was not liable to cen- 
fure; of this he was ſure, that he had acted ſtrictly according 
to the dictates of his conſcience. _ 

In bringing forward this meaſure, he admitted in the fulleſt 


manner what had fallen from Gentlemen on the other fide of - 


the Houſe, viz. that very clear, very ſtrong grounds ſhould be 
made out before they could, or indeed before they ought to 
aſſent to the motion. Indeed, ſo ſtrongly. did he feel that it 
vas the right of the people to have this act in force, unleſs in 
caſes of emergency, that if he had had reaſon to think that 
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there exiſted no real cauſe why the Bill ſhould continue in 
exiſtence, he would himſelf have come forward early in the 
ſeſſion to have propoſed the repeal ;- for though the Act was 
limited to the firſt of February, yet in his opinion not one day 
ſhould be loſt in reſtoring the Habeas Corpus Act after the 
danger had ceaſed. Whether that danger did or did not exiſt 
at this moment in ſuch a degree as to juſtify the continuance 
of the ſuſpenſion, was a point upon which he differed from the 
Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and he was afraid from 
ſeveral other Gentlemen in that Houſe. He was aware that 
it was not a popular meaſure to propoſe the renewal of this 
Bill: He knew that popular opinion had been much miſled 
upon the ſubject, and that ſome pains had been taken to pre- 
vent the people from viewing it in its proper light. He con- 
feſſed that he felt, in common with other men, a certain degree 
of reluctance in taking the lead in an unpopular meaſure ; but 
when he was called upon by reaſon, by conſcience, by his duty 
to his country, to perform the taſk, he would do it boldly. _ 
He could not but lament extremely the temper of mind 
which the Hon. Gentleman*who ſpoke laſt had diſplayed upon 
this queſtion. He had known that Gentleman from his in- 
fancy, he knew the virtues of his heart, he knew the powers of 
his mind, he knew the great extent of his property, and it was 
that knowledge of him which made him regret the temper in 
which he had ſpoken upon this ſubject. Whenever he ſaw a 
man of his weight and conſequence in the country profeſſing 
ſuch ſentiments, and ſupporting them with fo much vehe- 
mence, it always ealled to his recollection a letter written by 
perſons calling themſelves the Editors of the Patriot (a paper 
- publiſhed at Sheffield) to the Conſtitutional Society. This 
letter, after ſuggeſting a variety of ways of inſtilling diſcon- 
tent into the minds of the people, goes on thus: Whenever 
you find men apprehenſive that an attempt at Reform may 
produce confuſion, and the deſtruction of property, aſł them 
if they know ſuch a man (naming one of great fortune and 
Character in the neighbourhood, who is an advocate for Re- 
form); he will ſay, Yes: You may then aſk him, whether he 
ſuppoſes that ſuch a man would ſupport a meaſure which had 
a tendency to deflroy all property, and conſequently to ruin 
, on ens 
Thus it was that the Gentlemen, who really were anxious 
for the good of the country, were cited as examples, to induce 
uninformed men to enter into all the wild and dangerous 
ſchemes of pretended reformers. This obſervation he meant 
particularly to the Hon. Gentleman who had juſt ſat down de 
I: | | te 
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te fabula nerratur—he hoped that Gentleman would reflect 
ſeriouſly upon this advice; his immenſe property gave him 
great weight in the country, and he hoped he never would 
ſuffer deſigning men to uſe that weight for the promotion of 
their own views of confuſion and anarchy. This obſervation 
was ſtronger when applicd to the ſociety of the Friends of the 
People. The Hon. Gentleman had faid much in favour of 
that ſociety. ' It was not his intention to enter into argument 
upon what might be the intentions of that ſociety 3 but this 
he would venture to ſay, that the example of men, ſuppoſed 
to be men of conſequence in the ſtate, had been produCtive of 
ill effects to the community. 
He certainly did approve of the conduct of the ſociety of 
the Friends of the People, in ceaſing, in the preſent moment, 
their exertions for the obtaining a Reform in Parliament; but 
he ſhould have approved of their conduct ſtill more, if they had 
ſhewn more temper in the addreſs by which they communicated 
that intention to the Public; for, from the way in which it was 
written, it ſeemed calculated to excite others to thoſe active mea- 
ſures which they themſelves had declined. With reſpect to the 
| meaſure then before the Houſe, he had been concerned in it 
in a variety of characters, and had been called upon to act in it 
in a variety of capacities. The firſt ſituation in which he had 
been led to conſider this buſineſs, was as a Member of that 
Committee to which the papers were originally referred. He 
had afterwards to view it in a more important light, as his 
Majeſty's Attorney General; and laſtly, he came to, conſider it 
in 2lepiſlatire point of vie. | | 
| Before he proceeded to {tate to the Houſe the grounds upon 
which it appeared to him expedient to paſs this Bill, he begged 
leave to reply ſhortly to ſome obſervations which had fallen 
from the Hon. Gentleman who had juſt fat down. He had 
ſpoken much upon the nature and effect of the verdict of a 
jury. Nothing could be farther from his intention than to ſay 
one word that could be conſidered as diſreſpectful to that in- 
valuable inſtitution ; no man could look upon juries with more 
veneration; it was in them that the conſtitution lived, moved, 
and had its being. But great and-invaluable as the trial by jury 
Was, it could not alone maintain the conſtitution of this coun- 
try, particularly when attacked by ſo many and ſuch powerful 
engines as it was at preſent. _ Ry 5 
He ſhould not only ſpeak of the verdicts of juries in general 
with reſpect, but of the particular verdicts which had ſo often been 
alluded to. He conceived however that it was no derogation from 
the character of a jury to ſay, that in a queſtion like the . "TY 
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he ſhould pay more deference. to the opinion of Parliament, 


than to the opinion of a jury. And he could not avoid ſaying, 


that nothing could be mores injudicious, nothing more im- 
proper, than to praiſe a jury at the expence of Parliament, But 
the opinion of the juries who decided in the late trials, and 
the opinion of Parliament upon this ſubject, did not differ in 


the ſmalleſt degree, notwithſtanding all that had been faid to 
ſet the one in oppoſition to the other. 2 | 


The view in which it was conſidered by the juries, and the 


' purpoſe for which they inveſtigated it, were ſo extremely 


different from the grounds upon which it was examined by 
Parliament, that the deciſion of the one had no effect upon the 


other. No man was more likely to be miſtaken than he was 
but it appeared to him that it was by no means neceſſary that 


any of the individuals accuſed of treafon, ſhould have been 


convicted, in order to juſtify Parliament in paſſing this Bill, 
| becauſe it was not propoſed on account of the guilt of any in- 
dividual in particular, but upon the exiſtence of a conſpiracy ; 
the verdicts had acquitted the perſons accuſed. As to the ex- 
iſtence of the conſpiracy, the verdicts ſaid nothing, and indeed 
that was a ſubject upon which Parliament was fully competent 


to decide for itſelfl. TED 
If he appeared to ſpeak with too much confidence upon this 
ſubject, he hoped the Houſe would forgive him; ſo much of 


his time had. been ſpent in examining the whole caſe, in 


various points of view, and for different purpoſes, that he, per- 


aps, felt himſelf juſtified in ſpeaking at leaſt with ſome con- 


fidence. As a Member of the Committee, his duty was to 


= 


inquire whether there was ground for the report which was 


made. As his Majeſty's Attorney General, he had a more 


important, a more ſolemn duty to diſcharge. Upon examining 


every part of the caſe with all the induſtry and ſkill he could 
beſtow, he felt himſelf compelled to carry the buſineſs before 


a grand jury; but upon this occafion he had not truſted to his 


own judgment, he conſulted with fome of the ableft men in 


the profeſſion of the law (not more able, he thanked God, than 
thoſe employed for the priſoners), and they concurred with him 


in thinking it a proper tale for the conſideration of 2 grand 


jury. 


Hlaving talen theſe precautions, the caſe was ſubmitted to 
a grand jury, who ſanctioned by their concurrence the opinion 
he had formed. He had often heard cenſures paſſed upon 


that power veſted in the hands of the Attorney General, viz. 


fuch an attack upon the character and functions of a grand 


that of filing informations ex oficio ; but he never before heard 


jury, 
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jury, which in general is conſidered as a ſafeguard of the liberty 
of the people, almoſt equal in point of effect with the petit 
jury. It had been ſaid that the grand jury muſt have been 
_ prejudiced from the predetermination of Parliament. If this 
argument had any weight at all, it muſt go the length of 
proving that it was wrong for Parliament to interpoſe, though 
they ſaw the country threatened with imminent danger, for 
fear that it might influence the determination of a grand Jury. 
As to the grand jury having proceeded upon ex parte evi- 
dence, it was true; but ſo did every grand jury, and upon 
this occaſion they ſpent four days in inveſtigating the charge, 
and great part of the evidence upon which they founded their 


determination, conſiſted of written documents. The Hon. 


Gentleman had declaimed with much vehemence upon the 
circumſtance of ſpies having been examined. In the firſt place, 
he wiſhed to obſerve, that very few of the perſons coming 


under that deſcription were examined before the grand jury; 


and with reſpect to thoſe examined on the trials, he had done 
what he conceived to be his duty: He had prefaced the examin- 


ation of theſe witneſſes, by telling the jury that they were not 


to give credit to perſons ſtanding in that predicament, unleſs 
in points in which they were confirmed by other witneſſes, or 


where they were not contradicted by other witneſſes. He had, 
in the courſe of a pretty active profeſhonal life, been preſent at 


many trials in which perſons called ſpies had been examined, 
and he never remembered one ſingle caſe in which the oppoſite 
party had gained ſo little by the attack made upon them; be- 
ſides, the Houſe ſhould recollect that thoſe ſpies ſtood in a very 
different predicament in thoſe trials from what they did upon 


moſt occaſions. They did not come to ſpeak of tranſactions 


which paſſed in a corner, they did not come to prove converſa- 


tions between two individuals, and where, of courſe, the per- 


ſon accuſed can have no means of defence. On the contrary, 
they ſpoke to facts which happened every week in public ſoci- 
eties; and if in giving their evidence they miſtated facts, there 
were hundreds of perſons who might have contradicted them. 

But during all thoſe trials, that was not the caſe in a ſingle 
inſtance. He therefore had a right to rely upon the teſti- 


mony given in ſuch a public manner by uncontradicted wie- 


neſſes. As to the individuals who had been tried and acquitted, 
he meant to ſay nothing reſpecting them; he would only re- 
mark generally, that in point of law, and indeed in point of 


common ſenſe, the real and the only effect of a verdict of 


Not Guilty, generally ſpeaking, was, that the perſon could not 
be tried again for the ſame offence. 2 | ; 


No 


*\ 


them originally in ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act, the quel- 
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No man who pretended to know any thing of the theory of 


the law, no man who knew any thing of its practice, could for 
a moment contend that a verdict of Not Guilty was a full 
eſtabliſhment of the moral innocence of the party accuſed. He 


would puta cafe upon this ſubject: Suppoſe upon a charge of 


treaſon, any gentleman of the moſt unblemiſhed honour was 


to give evidence® of an overt- act, to the ſatisfaction of every 


man who heard him, ſtill if there was no other evidence, the 


prifoner muſt be acquitted; becauſe the law ſays, there mult be 
two witneſſes to every overt- act. Here was a caſe of a verdict 
of Not Guilty,” in which every perfon muſt be fatisfied of the 


real guilt of the perſon acquitted. _ | 


_ There were caſes even in which the confeſſion of guilt by the 
party accuſed could not be received againſt him in evidence: 
In ſuch a cafe, though a jury might be bound by law to acquit 
the priſoner, yet could any man think that the verdict of Not 
Guilty was a proof of moral innocence? N 


He would ſtate to the Houſe a moſt extraordinary fact, in 
corroboration of the argument he had juſt been maintaining. 
While he and his Learned Friend (Mr. Erſkine) were contend- 


ing at the trials about the meaning of a publication of one of 
the ſocieties, that very ſociety publiſhed another paper, avowing 
that their meaning in the former publication was exactly that 
which he had put upon it. But he could not in point of law 


produce the ſecond. paper to prove the meaning of the firſt, 


becauſe the latter paper was written after the priſoner had been 
taken man , ˙ is ALOE kj: to" 1 
Here was a caſe in which no human being could doubt the 
meaning of the paper; but yet he was prevented by technical 
rules from proving it. Let us then, continued the Attorney 
General, preſerve the conſtitution in all its branches, let us 


preſerve it in Parliament, let us preſerve it in grand juries, let 
us preſerve it in juries, let us preſerve it, not by ſacrificing the 


one branch to the other, but by giving to each its due por- 
tion of reſpect. It would be extremely dangerous to give into 


the habit of treating the functions of grand juries with levity or 
with diſreſpect, for that would teach them to think lightly of 
their oſſice, and then they would execute it negligently. For- 
tunately, this was not a country in which a man could be tried 


for any ſpecies of offence whatever, with 2 counter-revolutionary 
intention, and then, if acquitted, might be taken up and tried 
again for the ſame fact. The law here was clear, the judges 
independent, the juries upright, and the deciſions reſpected. 
Sufficient ground having been laid before Parliament to juſtify 


tion 


CCC 


Jaw, 23. ] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 33 
tion was then, had the verdicts of the juries diſproved the ex- 
iſtence of the conſpiracy, and rendered the ſuſpenſion of the 
| Habeas Corpus Act unneceſſary. | . 5 
The Hon. Gentleman ſaid, that the alarm raiſed in 1792 
was totally without foundation; but he would ſhew the Houſe 
that theſe ſocieties were totally incompatible. with the Govern- 
ment of England, inaſmuch as it was their object to introduce 
a ſyſtem of government ſimilar to that of France. Gentlemen 
have faid, that the letters and addreſſes, ſent from this country 
to the French Convention, were idle, fooliſh papers. Whether 
the epithets of fooliſh and idle could be with propriety applied 
to them, he would leave it to the Houſe to judge. | 
It was worth notice that the ſocieties in England never ad- 
dreſſed the Convention till after the depoſition of the King, 
but confined their communications to the Jacobin and other 
ſocieties. But when the Convention had depoſed the King, 
then they became a fit body for the Engliſh ſocieties to corre- 
ſpond with; accordingly, after that period, numerous ad- 
dreſſes were ſent from the ſocieties in England to that thing 
calling itſelf the Convention of France. The Attorney Ge- 
neral read a variety of extracts from the correſpondence be- 
tween the two countries, provin 
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g the object on both ſides of 
the water to have been the ſame. „ a 
Having commented upon thoſe letters (which have al- 
ready been before the, Public ſo often), he proceeded to re- 
mark upon the perſons who had delivered the addreſs at the 
bar of the Convention. Upon the writings of Mr. Joe! Barlow in 
particular, he animadverted with much ſeverity. He then took 
a view of the principles contained in Mr. Paine's Works, and 
remarked that Mr. Paine and Mr, Barlow, both of whom had 
written againſt monarchy with the utmoſt violence, were 
ſtated by many of the ſocieties to have expreſſed their ſenti- 
ments in thoſe publications. W 
But it ſcemed to the Hon. Gentleman, that to praiſe the 
French for having depoſed the King, to adopt all their prin- 
ciples, to avow the ſentiments of Mr. Paine and Mr. Barlow, 
and to expreſs a hope that the French would ſoon ſend over 
letters of congratulation to a National Convention in England, 
were idle, fooliſh acts, and not deſerving of puniſnment He 
| begged to aſk the Houſe, whether men acting upon ſuch prin- 
ciples as theſe were not dangerous? and whether, as theſe 
ſocieties had not diſavowed theſe principles, it was not neceſ- 
fary that Government ſhould be armed with extraordinary 
power to reſiſt them? There was one fact rather of a fingular 
nature, to which he wiſhed to call the attention of the Houſe, 
which was, that the Addreſs from the London Conſtitutional. 
Vol. I. . 5 380 


. ©. n * "ks, = 
'Z 5 * * 4 ? h 8 
by N pt » 2 — 5 n 
- e 2 2 : — . 
doc WC veg, n = 12 i n 
. "Fs of AV tne 1 _ TE 2 
—— - 


vx oy a a" 35s 
63 MES 
DP Vw 8 * 
r 


— mw, 4 — 


338 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, | [Commons 


Society to the National Convention of France, was voted in 
the month of November 1792; and, in the ſame month, the 
Convention paſſed their famous decree, in which they offer 
to aſſiſt the ſubjects of every country againſt their go- 
yernors. . | | VV 
The Attorney General went through a regular derail of the 
proceedings of the ſocieties from the month of November 
1792, down to the meeting at Chalk Farm in 1794, comment- 
ing upon each paper as he went along, and proving the ſedi- 
tious intentions of the ſocieties, 5 5 
Upon the Scotch Convention he dwelt for ſome time, and 
contended very forcibly that it was abſurd to ſuppoſe the inten- 
tion of that Convention was to apply to Parliament for redreſs, 
when every part of their proceedings thewed clearly that they 
had no ſuch intention. Ng F 5 
Mr. Attorney General then adverted to the ſubject of arms, 
and ſaid it was impoſſible to ſuppoſe thoſe arms, which were 
made all alike, had been manufactured in different parts of 
the kingdom at the ſame time, by accident. It muſt have 
been a preconcerted plana plan, tortunately for this country, 
prevented by the vigilance of Parliament. 2 
Having preſſed theſe arguments with his uſual ingenuity, he 
concluded with ſaying, he ſhould have no objection to the 
inſertion of a clauſe in the Bill to enable Parliament, if the 
cauſe ceaſed, to repeal the Bill even during this ſeſſions—ſo 
anxious was he that it ſhould not exiſt a moment longer than 
the urgency of the caſe required. V 
But feeling, as he did, that there exiſted in this country, 
at the preſent moment, a very conſiderable degree of danger, 
the duty he owed to the conſtitution induced him to propoſc 
this Bill; though, at the ſame time, no man felt more regret 
than he did that there ſhould exiſt a neceſſity for ſuch a mea- 
ſure. 5 5 | = 
Mr. Fetyll profeſſed, that the firſt impreſſion which he re- 
' ceived from the Hon. Gentleman's ſpeech was ſurpriſe, that 
a perſon of ſuch talents and ſuch diſcernment as he knew him 
to poſſeſs, could ever ſuppole that the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons was compoſed of ſuch materials as to conſent to a mea- 
ſure of ſo much importante to the ſubject as the ſuſpenſion of the | 
Habeas Corpus Act, without having brought forward one ne- 
fact for their conſideration, and indeed from no better reaſon 
than Vi conceiving it to be neceflary. The Hon. and Learned 
Gentleman's ſpeech, Mr. Jekyll ſaid, conſiſted entirely of the 
old Report of the Secret Committee newly haſhed up, and of 
the evidence brought forward in the late trials, and con- 
tradicted by repeated decifions and verdicts of en In 
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ſhort, the Houſe, upon grounds which would not in any other 


caſe be admiſſible, were a ſecond time defired to ſuſpend this 


moſt important part of the Britiſh conſtitution. The Bill was y 
now held out as a meaſure of prevention; a new phraſe was 


employed to ſuit the occaſion ; it was faid to be for the pur- 
"ole of preventing a diſpoſition to r guilt—a thing which 
had not before been heard of, as an object of legiſlative precau- 
tion. Did the Attorney General imagine they were to ſurren- 


der the palladium of their liberties, merely becauſe he thought 


proper to call upon them ſo to do? Was he prepared to de- 


mand that the Houſe ſhould reſign their countrymen into the 


hands of a deſpotic and unrelenting miniſter; and that he 
mould be able to impriſon Britons, whoſe birthright was free- 

dom, whenever he ſhould be pleaſed to ſuſpect them of crimi- 
nality of conduct, though he ſhould be unable to ſubſtantiate 
any ſuch charge by a ſhadow of evidence? That would be a 
tale of prevention indeed! eee eee | 
Another doctrine which the Hon. and Learned Gentleman 
had that evening preached forth in a tone of impoſing ſolem- 
nity, was, that ſocieties of the people had no right to influence 
the conduct of their repreſentatives, or to exerciſe any ſway 


over the meaſures of Parliament. This doctrine, Mr. Jekyll 


declared, he would firmly deny; and he believed few other 

Members of that Houſe poſſeſſed that degree of audacity that 
could embolden them to maintain it; few, he believed, would 
venture to oontradict the conſtitutional fact of the caſe being 
directly otherwiſe. And he would aſk, Was any man wild 
enough to think that Parliament, if left alone, would ever 
ſet about reforming itſelf fo | A 


'The next point urged was a very fingular ſpecies of GT 


dence, namely, that nine-tenths of the people, who were 
members of theſe ſocieties, and who co-operated in their 


meaſures, were ignorant of their real deſigns. What! was 
the ordinary courſe of juſtice incompetent to reſtrain the im- 


proper conduct of ſo ſmall a number as one-tenth of the indi- 


viduals connected with theſe ſocieties? If ſuch were the 


bact, the power of the laws of this country muſt be enfeebled 


and paralyſed beyond any former example. And he would 
not make ſo ſevere a ſatire upon the profeſſion of which 


he was a member, as to fay, that the juſtice of the coun- 


try, adminiſtered according to the uſual courſe of law, was 
not ſufficient to puniſh fo diminutive a number, He would 


not affirm that-it was fo paralyſed, ſo debilitated in its opera- 


tions, as to render neceflary the intervention of new and ex- 


traordinary acts of the Legiſlature. If it was the object to 


epreſs ſedition, the Crown ſurely had not been ſparing of pro- | 


Xx 2 


ſecution 
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ſecution for ſedition. Was then the Habeas Contain: the grand 
bulwark of the liberties of eee, to be ſuſpended for 
the crime of a few individuals ! 

He could not help remarking, that another practice had 5 
tained, which he lamented as a man and a legiſlator. When 
facts were found inſufſicient, and the deficiency of evidence 
became glaring, then prejudice was attempted to be inſtilled 
into the minds of the Members of the Houſe of Commons; 
and charges which were made but could not be ſubſtantiated, 
were ſupplied by ridicule and declamation. The deciſions of | 
| juries were alſo endeavoured to be expoſed in a ſtyle of deri- 
ſion; and on a ſudden, a diſcovery novel and extraordinary in 
its (nature, had been made, namely, that the. verdict of ac- 
quittal was inſufficient to clear the character of the acquitted 
from the imputation of criminality. A new phraſe allo was 
invented, in order to ſupply the exigency of the moment; and 
where no legal culpability could be fixed, moral guilt was found 
to have a ſhare in the character. One Gentleman, whole me- 
taphyſical diſtinctions had ſcmetimes conſiderably intereſted. 
the Houſe, had had the bare-ſaced effrontery to beſtow upon 
_ thoſe men, who had been honourably acquitted by the verdict 
of their fellow-citizens, the diſgraceful and unjuſtifiable epi- 
thet of acquitted felons! When, however, that Right Hon. 
Gentleman had been called upon to maintain the charge he 
had made, he had ſhrunk from the attempt to defend an im- 


putation ſo unwarrantable; and fearful that the expreſſion 


ſhould be converted into a watch-word, had been obliged to 
change the expreſſion into a ſimile, which, Mr. Jekyll declared, 
was full as reprehenſible as the original reproach on perſons 5 
pronounced innocent by a jury of their country. 

He lamented that he could not expreſs his deteſtation of 
language ſo unjuſt and dangerous, in terms as eloquent 


as a Noble Lord had done in a diſcourſe pronounced 


ſomewhere on a former occaſion, and which the Noble Perſon he 
alluded to had condeſcended to give to the Public in che form 
of a pamphlet. | 
In that publication. the Noble Author inveighed bitterly 
againſt the tyranny of the decrees of the Convention, & and their 
paſſionate invectives againſt mercy and juſtice: For the pur- 
poſe of apprizing you (ſays the Noble Lord) of the general 
idea of the Legiſlators of France upon the ſubject of perſonal 
liberty, I will now read to 70; the law which paths on the 
37th of September 8 4 | 
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Immediately after the publication of the preſent decree, 
A all ſuſpefted perſons who ſhall be found within the territory of 
the Republic, and who are yet at large, thall be put into a ſtate 

_ of arreſt, | 

Phe law ths proceeds to define; in w eleven. claſſes, who 

75 mall be deemed ſuſpected perſons. 

„ The eleventh clauſe enacts, that civil and criminal tribu- 

nals may detain, as /#/pedted perſons, thoſe whoſe indictments 
have been thrown out by the juries of accuſation previous to 

trial, and thoſe who at have ſtood their trial, and been 
acquinted. | 

« By the laſt article of the law (the Noble Author proceeds), 

a claſs of perſons is included, very inconſiderable indeed in num- 


: ber, but-which one might ſuppoſe to be exempt from ſuſpi- 


cion, even under all the vigilance and jealouſy of a revolution- 
_ ary government: I mean thoſe who have been acquitted by 
the previous jury of accuſation, or who have been declared 
innocent, after a regular and ſolemn trial. 

_ © This is the perfection of tyranny. It is not enough to 
deprive men of their liberty, without alleging any ſpecific 


crime againſt them, or without admitting them to a hearing; 


but even after they have been heard, and declared innocent, 
they are ſtill ſubjected to penalties which belong only to con- 
vicked guilt “.“ 

In our own country the penalties, ſaid Mr. Jekyll, of re- 


pronek. and ſuſpicion caſt upon them by the unwarrantable 


language of his Majeſty's miniſters, and of liability to freſh 
_ arreſts on the renewed ſuſpenſion of that Act which is the ſole 


4 guardian of every man's perſonal liberty, he would venture to 


ſay, could not be juſtified by any rule of rhetoric. He was 


happy, however, Mr. Jekyll ſaid, to hear the Attorney Ge- 


neral, in the courſe of that evening, reprobate, in terms ſo 
| ſtrong, any infinuation derogatory to the character or im- 
peaching the conduct of an Engliſh jury. In ſo doing, he 
certainly acted with propriety; but when he united with the 
partiſans of his cauſe in aſſerting, that the perſons who 
had been taken into cuſtody on ſuſpicion, had ſuffered no 

puniſhment, he was at a loſs to know whether the Learned 


and Hon. Gentleman was ſerious in his aflertion, or whether 
he made the obſervation merely for the ſake of uniformity. 


Was it, he would aſk, no penalty to the accuſed, to be ſtig- 
matiſed in the great Council of the Nation, with the degrad- 
ing character and the odious titles of conſpirators and traitors? 
0 ve able to be re-commurted and re-tr reds and to endure 


MM Lord Mornington, page 112; 114. 
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the loſs of liberty for the ſpace of fix or ſeven months? Had not 
the Habeas Cor hut Act been ſuſpended ? Such language as had 
lately been heard, had not been held in that Houſe or elſe- 

where before, nor had ſuch treatment been ever experienced. 
This principle of conduct, however, might poſſibly be ac- 
counted for on the grounds of falutary diſcipline ind benefit 

to the health. The priſoners had, no doubt, been very hand- 
ſomely treated by the Gentlemen at the Tower; they had full 
permiſſion to promenade upon the ramparts; and if any of 
them ſhould have a turn for muſic, they might frequently be 
entertained with the melody of their neighbours voice the 
found of ge: f ities.» 
Another extraordinary argument uſed by the Attorney Gene- 
ral was, that twoperſons having been convicted inScotland, not- 
withſtanding the failure of nine or ten having been committed 
in England and acquitted, the convictions in Scotland were 
proof of a conſpiracy in England]! Such reaſons, however, 
bade deftance, equally to the powers of argument or.of plea- 
fantry; 200 . PA e rt, Te 
| 3 Hon. and Learned Gentleman Mr. Anſtruther) had 
been ſent down, to teach them in Scotland Englith Law- not 
ſurely from any experience which he had had of the practice of 
the Engliſh Courts accompanied with aw Engliſh Clerk, for the 
ſake, he ſuppoſed, of explaining the Scotch language. The 
conſequence of all this mangement and preparation on the part 
of miniſters was, hanging one of their own ſpies. He did 
not know whether it was any part of the original contract, 
that this ſpy thould ſubmit to be hanged, when it was found 
neeeſſary for the ſervice of the cauſe. © After all the libels _ 
upon the character of Engliſhmen, after all the charges which 
had been held out of treaſonable diſpoſition, what did take 
place after all the late acquittals ? 3 but that decent 
and animated triumph, which terminated in conducting to 
their houſes the two Advocates, who, by their exertions on 
the trials, had done themſelves immortal honour. Every one 
had a right to rejoice in the event of thoſe acquittals, becauſe, 
in conſequence of them, every one felt himſelf more ſecure in 
the poſſeſſion of the privileges which he enjoyed as a Dritith 
ſubject. Who did not know, that, if convictions had taken 
place, miniſters might not have had warrants ready to iſſue 
againſt any who might have rendered themſelves obnoxious by 
oppoſition to their meaſures! © | > 8 
Mr. Jekyll obſerved, that no one fact had been adduced; 
but the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act was now conſi- 
dered merely as a matter of courſe, and an annual motion, 
like that to prevent clandeſtine outlawries, or any other of a 
| | > | ſimilar 


POS 
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ſimilar nature. The fact, however, which he had diſcovered, 
was this, that the ſyſtem of alarm was perſiſted in, merely as 
an artifice, in order to induce the people to acquieſce in the 
continuance of a diſaſtrous and diſgraceful war. He did not, 
however, contend that this was the only motive with Admi- 
niſtration for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act; they might, 
perhaps, have others: He had no doubt that miniſters would 
be pleaſed to ſee Engliſh liberty expiring at their feet, and that 
they wiſhed, as much as poſſible, to countenance and main- 
tain the ſyſtem of ſpies and informers; a ſyſtem ſor which, in 
the Engliſh language, the Houſe could not find an adequate 
name, but which they were obliged to ſeek for under the old 
government of France; a ſyſtem, however, which the ſuſpen- 
tion of ſuch an Act muſt moſt materially encourage. 

As a proof that this ſyſtem was not abandoned by miniſters, 

he here read the following part of a letter publiſhed in one of 

the newſpapers, from a perſon who had been ſolicited to engage 
as a ſpy, but had refuſed to act in that capacity: _ | 


46K; . or | 
% Having had the misfortune to be applied to on the part of miniſtry, 
by Mr, William Metcalfe, of No. 6, Dowgate-hill, to become one of the 
numerous ſpies by which the preſent virtuous Adminiſtration are ſupported, 
I conceive the beſt mode of avoiding their courtly importunity, without fall- 
ing a victim to their diſappointment, will be by laying the propoſal before 
the Public at once. l „ . | | 
«© The application was made to me on Sunday the 14th inſtant 3 when 
Mr. Metcalfe, viſiting my humble dwelling, after ſome ridicule, and jokes 
on public virtue, obſerved, that Government already had one /þy in the 
Committee of Correſpondence, but they wiſhed to have anther, to report 
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the proceedings, that they might be aſſured of his fidelity or treachery. bo 
So anxious was the tempter for the ſucceſs of his mare, that his viſit - EE 1 
was renewed on Tueſday, when I not being at home, he again came on 1 
Wedneſday ; not being at home this time either, he left word, that I ſhould 1 
call upon him at his houſe, and he would wait my arrival at any time in . 5 
the afternoon. Not chooſing to do this, I received a fourth viſit on Thurff 4 11 Y 
day, when he again urged his propoſals, offering to introduce me to My. mW 
Ford, at the Duke of Portland's office, Whitehall; or to receive any/in- i. 
formation himſelf, at his own houſe, under cover ; that, if I woald accept | 1 1 
the office, I ſhould have fi guineas prompt payment, and one guinea regu- þ il 


larly for each weekly report. 


Mr. Jekyll concluded with adverting to what the Attorney 
General had ſaid reſpeCting the deciſions of juries, and — 
entering his proteſt againſt the ſuſpenſion of that Act, on 
which depended the beſt energies and the deareſt privileges of 
Engliſhmen. N e | 5 
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My. Francis faid, that he meant to reply to ſome facts, 
which had been advanced by the Learned Gentleman (the 
Attorney General) in conſequence of his connexion with the 
ſociety of the Friends of the People. The ſociety indeed 
ſeemed to be no favourite of the Learned Gentleman. He 
appealed, however, to an authority ſtill higher than that of 
the Learned Gentleman; that of Chief Juſtice Eyre, who 
on the late trials gave every ſpecies of approbation to the con- 
duct of the ſociety, and even imputed it as a matter of blame 
to the other ſocieties, that they had not adopted the ſame 
ſyſtem of proceeding. Whether they were favourites, or 
not, the Learned Gentleman ought at leaſt to do them juitice, 
and if he meant to bring any charge againſt them, to give 
them notice, that they might have their papers ready. The 
Learned Gentleman had ſaid that in their anſwer they diſ- 
claimed any correſpondence with the Conſtitutional Society, - 
becauſe they had violated the conſtitution; this was a groſs 
and palpable, he hoped not a wilful, miſrepreſentation. . 
The Hon. and Learned Gentleman had ſtated likewiſe, that 
the Friends of the People carried on a correſpondence with 
the Sheffield Society, at the time when they correſponded 
with the Conſtitutional Society, for improper objects a cir- 
cumſtance, of which the former could not poſſibly be aware; 
With reſpect to univerſal ſuffrage, Mr. Francis ſaid, he, for 
one, had always been the determined enemy to that fooliſh, 
contemptible, and impracticable doctrine. But while the 


Hon. Gentleman, by the papers which he read, ſeemed to 


lay fo much ſtreſs on the propoſition of univerſal ſuffrage, 
he had not ſaid one word of its author, the Duke of Rich- 
mond, by whom it was firſt brought forwards, and to whoſe 
arguments all its ſubſequent ſupporters had uniformly reſorted. 
The Hon. Gentleman profeſſed himſelf to be a great friend 
to. juries 3 but, in order to eſtimate the fincerity of this pro- 
feſſion, let Gentlemen recollect the whole courſe of his ar- 
gument : He had affirmed the deciſion of a grand jury to be 
a ſtrong preſumption of guilt, and the verdict of a common 
jury to be but a flender preſumption of innocence. Mr, 
Francis ſaid, that the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus ſeemed. 
at this day to be conſidered as a. matter of courſe. Why did 
not miniſters take their old ground, and impriſon ſome indi- 
viduals for ſeven or eight months? But what was the neceſ- 
ſity of ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus, if no new caſe had 
ariſen?! If there was no intention to prorogue Parliament, 
us certainly there was not in the preſent ſituation of affairs, 
why might not they purſue the ſame courſe as they had __ 
5 5 | laſt 
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laſt year, and, if any emergency ſhould occur, come down 
to the Houſe, and ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus in one day? 
The Attorney General, in explanation, referred to ſome let- 
ters of the Friends of the People, to the Society at Sheffield, 
which had the effect to ſupport meaſures, the tendency of 
which they could not themſelves diſcover, and conſequently 
were not aware of. e 5 
The Solicitor General entered into a panegyric on the inſtitu- 


tion of the Engliſh jury, which he conſidered as ſuperior to 


every other form of juridical deciſion that could be deviſed, 
and as admirably calculated for the ends of juſtice. At the 
ſame time he ſaid, he muſt remark that the verdict of a jury 
was conducive only to one point, namely, that the perſon ac- 


quitted ſhould not be tried for the ſame charge again. As an 


inſtance that a conſpiracy might exiſt, of which it might be 
impoſſible to produce any evidence, he referred to what had 
ſome time ſince happened in Edinburgh—the caſe of Captain 
Porteous. 'That Gentleman was Captain of the guard which 
attended at an execufion, for the ſake of preſerving order. 
The cry of Reprieve ! falſely circulated among the multitude, 
produced a conſiderable degree of tumult. The Captain or- 
dered the ſoldiers to fire. Several perſons were killed, ſome 
of them were innocent ſpectators, looking from windows. 
The Captain was impriſoned, tried, and found; guilty of 
murder, and would have ſuffered ; but by the intereſt and 


ſeolicitation of his friends a pardon was obtained. The mob, 


however, were ſo much incenſed at his conduct, that they 
broke into the priſon, carried off Captain Porteous, and im- 
_ mediately hanged him. Yet, though the mob was compoſed 


of ſeveral thouſand perſons, and a conſiderable reward, as 


well as indemnity, was offered to any who ſhould diſcover 
_ thoſe who were concerned in that mob, not one perſon was 

found to give the ſmalleſt information. Here then was clearly 
an inſtance of a conſpiracy having exiſted, which it was im- 
poſſible to detect by any evidence. When it was ſtated that 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus was dangerous, the queſ- 
tion naturally aroſe, What was the degree of the danger? 
There certainly was a difference between a temporary and 
perpetual ſuſpenſion ; and there certainly could not be much 
danger to the liberties of the ſubject, when the expediency 
of the meaſure was liable to be debated every ſeſſion. If it 
was contended, that it was a meaſure which could not be 
| adopted without danger, he defied any one to ſhew, that, in 
all the former inſtances in which it had been adopted, it had 


been attended with thoſe dangerous conſequences, Which 


_ Gentlemen affected to anticipate. He proceeded to ſtate 
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IS what he conſidered as the ground of continuing the ſuſpen- 
ſion, namely, the exiſtence of a conſpiracy, xn Fae the 
eſtabliſhed Government. He ſtated the diſtinction between 
the plan of the Duke of Richmond, and the ſyſtem held out 
by the ſocieties; the former went only to a certain mode of 
1 reform, whereas the latter, if it was carried into effect, went 
il entirely to deſtroy the King and the Houſe of Lords. He 
6 adverted to the calling of the Convention of the People, which 
he maintained to be unconſtitutional in the extreme, and 
calculated to involve the country in all the horrors of riot 
and confuſion. | e 158 | 
Any aſſembly, ſaving that in which he then fat, ſtyling 
themſelves the Repreſentatives of the People, indicated the 
ſtrongeſt ſymptoms of an inſurrection; and at the ſame time, 
manifeſted their wiſh to ſuperſede the exiſting government of 
the country. After ſuch proceedings, could any perſon doubt 
of a conſpiracy? In the reſolution of the 20th January 
1794, they declare they would be governed by their own 
laws; and if ſuch a declaration did not excite alarm, he did 
not know what could. Their deſigns, he contended, had 
not been given up, nor had they ever diſavowed their prin- 
aps. | 55 8 
a. Curawen ſaid, that in order to ſanction the paſſing of 
the Bill, he expected ſomething new in its nature and ap- 
parently criminal in its tendency would have been brought 
forward; he had not, however, found that any thing was 
produced of a later date than 1794. He certainly conſidered 


i the proceedings of ſome of the ſocieties to be very dangerous, 
\ | but, at the ſame time, he was aware that the numbers of 
1 thoſe who compoſed them were not conſiderable. The pro- 


rtion of dangerous individuals was very ſmall, and the ex- 
| iſting Jaws were, he believed, fully ſufficient to have kept 
| them in order. He appealed to the Houſe, whether at any 
If: time more unanimity had been ſhewn in giving to miniſters _ 
il 1 every thing which they could deſire, or whether a greater mi- 
| litary force had ever been voted than for the ſervice of the 
| current year. But he had, he ſaid, laſt ſeſſion perceived a 
1 deſign among miniſters to raiſe an alarm in the country. 
How had they accompliſhed their object? — They had con- 
trived to deſtroy confidence, and to introduce a ſyſtem of 
eſpionage: But they had been able, after all, to hang only one 
of their own fpies—a wretch execrated by all parties; one, 
ls who went into the ſocieties. to incite the ſedition which he 
if meant to report, and to betray them into the toils, that he 
i might afterwards ſell them. He thought, that there had at 
no tim&exiſted more energy and unanimity in the Ry 
1 . than 
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than at preſent. Were we then, by renewing the ſuſpenſion. 


of the Habeas Corpus, to give out that the evil exiſted at home, 
that the danger aroſe from want of confidence among our- 
ſelves? He thought that the preſent was a period to look 
not to men, but to meaſures; and when he ſaw miniſters, 
inſtead of attending to the great concerns of the nation, en- 
gaged in a miſerable fcramble for places and penſions, he 


muſt own that he could not refrain his indignation. Who 
could hear with patience that a great man, in engaging to 


| ſupport the meaſures of Adminiſtration, bargained for and 
ſecured a finecure place for his ſon ? Such a circumſtance, he 

was ready to confeſs, almoſt made him forget his moderation ; 
and if ſuch was the effect produced upon his mind, he could 
_ eaſily make allowance for the libra produced upon the 
minds of others in a different ſituation of life. 
Lord William Rufſell ſaid, that he could not look with diſ- 


ON 


reſpect to the verdict of a jury, and that on this head he 


muſt rather diſtruſt the profeſſions of the crown officers, who, 
though they had declared great reſpect for the deciſion of a 


jury, had yet, as much as poſſible, endeavoured to do away 
its effect. If he was aſked to ſupport the meaſure of the fur- 


ther ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, the moſt ſimple 


and obvious anſwer that occurred to him was, what treaſon 
had exiſted, or what traitors had been convicted? Before he 
could conſent to the renewal of the meaſure, he wiſhed to 


| know what benefit had been derived to the country ſrom the 
extraordinary power already grames to miniſters. He con- 
cluded, that if any men thought the Habeas Corpus at all worth 


_ preſerving, they ought certainly to exert themſelves to prevent 


its ſuſpenſion in the preſent moment. c 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not mean then 


to enter into the debate, but merely rofe in conſequence of 


an infinuation which had dropped from the laſt ſpeaker, re- 
lative to a Noble Earl, now high in office in his Majeſty's 


council, The fact was, that the Noble Earl had not, upon 


coming into office, received wy ſinecure or new place what- 
ever, far lefs had he bargained fo 

of Lord Juſtice General for Scotland a long time, a place 
that had been frequently given to Noblemen who had ſerved 


in a diplomatic capacity abroad, with the reverſion for one 
life. In the preſent inſtance his Majeſty had been graciouſly 


pleaſed to defire the Noble Earl, unaſked, to name the life 
for the reverſion ; this was the true ſtate of the caſe, and he 
thought it his duty to explain it to the Houſe. 8 : 
Mr. Curwen ſaid, that if the Noble Lord had reſigned the 


one place without accepting the reverſion of the other for his 


r any; he had held the place | 
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ſon, he would not have made a greater ſacrifice than the cir- 


cumſtances of the times might be ſuppoſed to call for, from d 


men of his large fortune and high ſtation. 8 
Ar. Hardinge confeſſed the incapacity of entering into con- 

flict with all or with any part of that which had called itſelf 
argument upon the other ſide of the Houſe; becauſe, in his 
view of it, either it bore no conceivable relation to the ſub- 


ject, or was of a nature to be ſelf-refuted. This he would 


undertake in a few and plain words to demonſtrate, | 
He would firſt recall the debate into the only point of it. 


It was a queſtion of legillative policy, whether, upon a balance 


of two oppoſite evils, and both of them conſtitutional in their 
nature, an exiſting peril to the ſafety of the realm did or did 
not authoriſe the further ſulpention of the Habeas Corpus 
Act? 

That ſuch a peril did exiſt when the 1 batte paſſed the 
Suſpenſion Bill, was a fact. It was then taken upon truſt from 
the reports of Committees, but ſince that period has been 
authenticated and proved. | 

Here a fallacy and perverſion had ariſen, which aſtoniſhed 
tim when he looked at the enlightened underſtanding that had 
bent itſelf to the ſupport of it (Mr. Fox), and which com- 
mon ſenſe would refute. It had been ſaid, “that what the 


Committees and the Houſe of Commons had believed had 


been diſproved by the j juries, becauſe they had acquitted. the 


accuſed conſpirators.” 


This was a puzzle abſolutely childiſh if it were examined, 
It aſſumed, in the firſt place, that, by acquitting ſome of the ac- 


cuſed conſpirators, the juries had negatived the exiſtence of a 


conſpiracy: And it had been ſaid with an air of triumphant 
wit“ Here is a conſpiracy, without conſpirators !”* But what is 


arch in expreſſion, is not always correct in reaſoning. He 


would ſay, Yes; there is a conſpiracy, without conſpirators. 
That is, there is a conſpiracy, but there are no conſpirators _ 


whom the law has yet been able to reach as guilty of high 


treaſon. An Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Lambton) who opened : 
the oppoſition of that night, had ſaid, that all inquiries 258 
guilt reſolved themſelves into a Latin hexameter, | 


_ Quis? quibus auxiliis, quid, quando, quomodo, quare. 


The juries had anſwered the word quit by ſaying not Mr. 
Hardy, nt Mr. Horne Tooke, not Mr. Thelwall. Their pro- 

vince was to implicate or exculpate individuals. The Houſe 
had a different and a more extenſive duty. They were to de- 
termine the general queſtion, whether a conſpiracy did or did 


not exiſt; and if * found 1 its exiſtence, to guard againſt . 8 
e e. 
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juries who had formed an oppoſite one. 


an enthuſiaſt for the right of juries or the palladium 


N 3 | 


this law. He would not only aſſert this to be the fa 


eeil. That it exiſted, they had legiſlatively inferred by the 
_ Suſpenſion Bill, from the facts before them. Thoſe facts 
were proved at a later period, as well to the jury as to the 
public. A Learned Friend of his (Mr. Erſkine) had ſaid, 
the Fa had been proved, but the concluſion diſproved.” If 
the fact was proved, and if the jury had even ſaid, * We ac- 
quit Mr. Hardy, becau/e, from the facts proved, we infer no con- 
ſpiracy,” Mr. Hardy would be well acquitted. He, as a Mem- 
ber of Parliament, would abide by his own concluſion, and 
ſhould think himſelf degraded in his legiſlative character if 
he ſurrendered his judgment in forming that concluſion to the 


Having ſaid this, he was anxious to have it underſtood that 
he entertained for the acquitted perſons all the delicacy that 
was due to them, and that he conſidered them as being in- 
nocent Could he ſay more? He was anxious equally to have 
it underſtood in general, that no human creature could be more 


of our 


| liberties, the Habeas Corpus Act. He ſhould be of all men the 
moſt ungrateful, and of the coldeſt heart, if he had not caught in 
| ſome degree that enthuſiaſm from his Noble Relation (Earl 
Camden), with whom he had been incorporated, if he might 
uſe that phraſe, for the beſt part of his life in the moſt affec- 
tionate habits and the moſt cordial friendſhip. Nor could he 
forget that it was to that Noble Perſon in the other Houſe of 
Parliament that we owed the celebrated ſtatute upon the ſub- 
ject of libels, which reſtored and fixed upon a rock the right 
of juries over the whole of the caſe in criminal Os; 4 
Nor could he alſo forget that it was the ſame great man (as he 
could venture to call him), who (with his friend the Earl of 
Chatham), though he was then Attorney General, was in a mi- 
nority as a champion of this very- Habeas Corpus Act, which 
it was propoſed now to ſuſpend in ſome parts of it. Having 
proved that ſuch a peril did exiſt, he would next aſk another 
queſtion, which in a manner anſwered itſelf Had it been 
ſuppoſed by the Houſe of Commons that upon account of theſe 
acquittals the Suſpenſion Bill ſhould be repealed? A recent 
vote had ſaid the reverſe in oppoſition to a direct, a very la- 
| boured, and a very ingenious effort the other night for that 


Ne admitted, however, that, having proved theſe points, he 
was to go further, and ſatisfy the Houſe, if he could, that what 
exiſted in thoſe periods, equally at the moment in which-he ad- 
dreſſed them in other words, that ſuch a degree of treaſonable 
conſpiracy exiſted nov, as to warrant a further ſuſpenſion of 
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cauſe it had not been proved that what exiſted then had ceaſ- 
ed; but he would meet the queſtion fairly, and from the ver- 
dict itſelf, under all the circumſtances, infer the neceſſity of 
this Bill. That verdict, accompanied as it was by the facts of 
an exiſting conſpiracy (which had been proved), amounts to 
this, to the legal impunity and the legal innocence of all thoſe 
Who had been yet put upon their trial for their part in that 
conſpiracy. A verdict fo accompanied had left a body and 
maſs of treaſon upon authenticated proofs, and which the 
rules of Jaw had not enabled the intereſt of the Public to cor- 
rect by a verdict of conviction againſt any one confpirator. 
This would of itfelf encourage thoſe who had embarked in 
theſe wicked councils, would heighten the alarm, and make 
the danger. 5 f 
That was not all Could it be forgot that it was no common 
treaſon then before them? If it had been Eugliſb treaſon, he 
might perhaps have been ſatisfied that no ſach interpoſition 
would be neceſſary to repreſs it; but it was French to the very 
bone, and French at a moment of all others in which the fatal 
prevalence of that enemy in arms abroad, as well as in miſ- 
chief here, was at the height. When his Learned Friend (the 
Attorney General) had ſtated the intercourſe of Jacobin So- 
cieties here with Jacobin Societies in France, he (Mr. H.) 
had obſerved particular ſtreſs laid by a kind of loud whiſper 
upon the date of thoſe papers which proved the intercourſe; 
a date prior to the commencement of the war. The tone of that 
whiſper ſeemed as if it came from a perſon (Mr. Fox) bleſt 
with too ſound a head, as he ſhould have hoped, for ſuch. 
child's play as the difference. Has that intercourſe, and have 
thoſe principles, been ever diſavowed fince the enemy had en- 
gaged us, and fince the war had made this kind of intercourſe 
treaſon? | | %% 9s tld | 
It was the more neceſſary to mark the continuance of that 
_ miſchievous intercourſe, becauſe a veil had been thrown over 
it, which had miſled thouſands into the real deſign, before 
they were themſelves apprized of it. This flimſy veil, as it 
was in itſelf, had been removed, and, as he was confident, re- 
moved for ever (in argument at leaſt), by his Learned Friend 
_ (Serjeant Adair) on a former night, who had not ſhewn the 
leaſt mercy to it, having torn it into a thouſand pieces, with an 
ability that was never to be forgot, either in that place, or by 
the Public at large. Could the Houſe jorge? that it was part 
of the high treaſon imputed and proved (upon evidence that 
could not lie upon authentic papers) to erect the enſigns of 
rebellion i caſe of an invaſron; for he would not ſo diſgrace 
_ himſelf or the Houſe, as to argue that rebellion alone * _ | 
| | | | "-QDJECt 
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object of that meeting, which this event ſhould be the ſignal 


to convene. Could it be forgot that we are now at war againſt 


the enemy of ourſelves, and of the human race, whoſe inor- 
dinate power we have not been able to repel, who are at our 


gates, and with whom it is the object of conſpirators and of 
traitors (for ſo he would call them) to unite? Upon theſe 


grounds he ſhould vote in ſupport 6f his Learned Friend. 


Mr. Enſtine ſaid, that before he took notice of the argu- 


ments which had fallen from different Gentlemen in the courſe 


of the debate, he ſhould firſt apply himſelf to the obſervations 


of his Learned Friend (Mr. Hardinge) who had juſt ſat down, 
which were announced not as arguments, but as demonſtra- 
tions. And the propoſition demonſtrated was, that there was 
nothing ſtrange in a conſpiracy without detected conſpirators : 
And that, ſo far from thinking the acquittal material, he thought 
the maſs of treaſon before the Houſe in the Report more con- 


firmed by them. Mr. Erſkine ſaid, that the laſt part of the 
demonſtration was ſo perfectly beyond his apprehenſion, that 


he would not venture to meddle with it; and that, as to the firſt, 


he agreed with Mr. Hardinge that a conſpiracy in the abſtrat, 


might. fgr a long time exiſt without precifely known or con- 


o 


Works. e 95 | | 

Mr. Erſkine then went through the heads of the evidence 
on the trials, and maintained that the verdicts negatived the 
conſpiracy in every poſſible view of the ſubject; and he con- 
ſidered the jury, by their noble, manly, independent conduct, as 
the deliverers of their country. The 18 he ſaid, of this 


victed conſpirators, or without even the qualities of the con- 


ſpiracy itſelf being aſcertained, But it ſhould be recollected 


that the conſpiracy charged by the Report, on which the ſuf- 


penſion of the Habeas Corpus proceeded, was a ſpecific con- 
ſpiracy to hold a Convention, and that the only-evidence of it, 


which Mr. Hardinge held to be incontrovertible, were the let- 
ters and papers contained in the Report. If therefore theſe 


letters and papers had been diſcovered by Government, and 


the authors of them had been unknown, Mr. Hardinge would 
have made out his propoſition, ſuppoſing the papers to con- 


tain treaſon. But what became of his demonſtration when 


the authors of all of them had been known for above two years 


to Government, without any proſecution of any one man with 
effect? If the Report was a maſs of treaſon, and the authors 
of every line in it were completely known to Government, 
how could the conſpirators be ſaid to be unknown? If the 
writings made out a conſpiracy, they brought forward the con- 
ſpirators at the ſame time; ſince their authors never for a 
moment concealed themſelves, but avowed and gloried in their 
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trial, in the hearing of the Houſe? Could he let the Houſe 
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night, had had one gdod effect. He obſerved that Gentlemen 
had found that ſlighting expreſſions of juries would not be en- 


dured in ſilence in England, and he was glad to ſee that the 


jury had been treated with more reſpect, and the verdicts 
more delicately handled, than they had been upon a former 


night. Mr. Erſkine, referring to the debate of the former 
evening, ſaid, that no man received more fatisfaCtion than he 
did at any tribute of reſpect to the abilities of the Learned 
es N (Adair), for whom he always had entertained the 
bi 


ſtituted praiſes of corruption, by arguments unworthy of his 
talents, and the candour and liberality of his mind. The 


parts of his ſpeech that deſerved attention were heard only 


with ſilence; but the Houſe was ſtunned with applauding cla- 
mour, when, in an unlawyer-like manner, he tagged together 
disjointed unconneCted bits and ſcraps of the Crown's evi- 

dence to prove his propoſition of guilt, leaving out all the 
explanatory context, and all the parole evidence, which gave 
the lie to the Crown's conſtruction of the papers. How was 

he (Mr. E.), in anſwer to this unwarrantable proceeding, to 
anſwer the Serjeant? Could he drag their ſpies before the 

Houſe, and expoſe them over again? Could he croſs- examine 
the Crown's honeſt witneſſes, whom they kept in priſon till the 


hear their ſolemn denial of the treaſon ? But, ſaid the Serjeant 
on a former night, no wonder that traitors deny their treaſon. 
This was the way they got rid of the teſtimony of their honeſt 
witneſſes, that their more honeſt and reſpeCtable ones, the 


loyal band of gentleman ſpies, might be maſters of the field. 


But he was loudly and repeatedly aſked to account for theſe 
papers upon any other principle than the traiterous ſpirit im- 
puted to them; he ſaid he could do it without difficulty, and 
he was willing to allow that they were not the ſentiments of a 
few obſcure nen, but of a large portion of the people of Eng- 
land, increaſing in numbers every hour, and likely till to in- 
creaſe by the vote of this night. He believed all the papers 


were written to degrade and revile the Houſe of Commons, 


and were dictated by a ſenſe of the greateſt contempt for, and 


_ indignation againſt its departure from its duty as the repreſent- 


atives of the people. The writers loved the Britiſh conſtitu- 


tion, and therefore abhorred and treated with contempt all 
mockeries and abuſes of its genuine principles. If that was 
dangerous, the cure was at hand—they had only to ceaſe to de- 


| ſerve reproaches. Mr. Erſkine ſaid, he gave them, the Houſe 
of Commons, the advice which Lord Cheſterfield gave 5 | 
| 175 1 e | A 


* 


eſt regard. But that very regard became a ſource of mor- 
tification, when he ſaw him the other night earning the pro- 
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Lords on the debate for licenſing the ſtage, when their Lord- 
ſhips were prix under the laſhes of the drama: © Let us,” 


ſaid Lord Cheſterfield, ** look into our own conduct, and we 
ſhall find the cauſe of what we complain of —let us amend our 


conduct, and we ſhall find the remedy.” Is this a time, ſaid - 


Mr. Erſkine, to treat the people with ſeverity, and to repeal 
their moſt eſſential privileges, when your entire dependence 
(you know it to be true), when your very exiſtence as a Govern- 
ment, depends wholly on their affections? What ſignify the 
inſignia of your authority ſpread out before you, ſeparated 
from the people's love ?—Will- they ſave you in the hour of 
calamity? He confeſſed that the conſideration of the recent 
events of the world, had made an indelible impreſſion on his 
mind. The world was become the ſtage of revolutions by 


the ſame diſtracted ſyſtem, of pride and coercion; the ſcenes 


ſhifted ſo faſt as almoſt toloſe their impreſſion : By this fyſtem 
America was loſt, and a new wzra in the world commenced; 
the French revolution followed in its train. On the birth of 


that great event, inſtead of aſſerting our rank as a free nation, 


and giving liberty under our guardianſhip a ſalutary direction; 
we had thrown all Europe into convulſions, and contented our- 
ſelves with afterwards yaving and railing at the diſaſters of our 
own deluſion and madneſs, In the ſame manner the Imperial 
councils were conducted in Brabant; he had been cye-witneſs 


to them; the people clamoured for the oyeu/e entree, their 


ancient conſtitution, like the clamour of Reform in England: 
But the reformers were perſecuted and puniſhed, and all was 
peace.in the ideot imagination of corrupt power. But when 
the French came on the frontier, the Auſtrian Government 
' vaniſhed like an enchantment; the Archdutcheſs of Auſtria 


then ſent to them on her flight from Bruſſels the oyeuſe entree, 


emblazoned in all the colours of the rainbow. But it was then 
not hers to give; the people preferred even foreign conqueſt 
to ſervitude under corruption, and the throne of that kingdom 
| ſunk to riſe no more. | ; „„ 
On the late trials at the Old Bailey, he had, zo the great offence 
of certdin perſons, noticed theſe things, and was advancing to 
the late cataſtrophe of Holland, then faſt approaching; but he 
had checked himſelf in the middle of a ſentence, that he 


might not be conſidered as a prognoſticator of evil, But now 


the ſentence might too eaſily be finiſhed : The ſame ſyſtem, as 
true to produce its effects, as the molt eſtabliſhed cauſes in the 
whole round of Nature's philoſophy, had now produced its 
confequences. The unhappy Princes of Holland were exiles 


on our ſhores, not from their own criminal diſpoſitions, 


for he believed they were honourable men; but, like other 
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Princes, they had friends. Kings friends, be feared, would 
never be quict till they had deft; oyed all kingly government in 


the world; for every loſs of power and affection had uniformly 
riſen from their counſels. Let Kings have no friends but 


their People, and the People will ſupport their Kings. Let 
them raiſe juntos, cabals againſt their People, and they will be 
one after another deſtroyed. No man, he ſaid, had a greater 
affe ction for the King and his family, and a greater reverence 
for the conſtitution, than he had; and all he had ſaid proceeded 
from affection for both. The beſt mark of honeit friendſhip 
was to ſpeak the truth; flatterers and ſycophants gave tem- 
porary ſatisfaction, but produced final ruin. 

Serfeant Adair 153. after the abilities evinced hy bis Learned 
Friends, it would not be neceſſary for him to treſpaſs long on 
the patience of the Houſe. After the written evidence that 
had been adduced, it was, in his opinion, impoſſible that any 
individual could doubt the exiſtence of a treaſonable conſpiracy. 


: 'The Learned Gentleman who had juſt ſat down, had com- 


baren that the evidence had been ſelected by ſcraps; yet the 
earned Gentleman, inſtead of his proofs that no conſpiracy 
had exiſted, had contented himſelf with reading a ſingle letter. 


What were the proofs of his Learned Friend's poſition? He 
had reſted them on that letter, and the declaration held out 


by the ſocieties, namely, that they intended to effect a reform 
in the repreſentation by legal and conſtitutional means. Be- 
cauſe they chuſe to make this declaration, is that a reaſon why 


this Houſe ſhould ſhut their eyes to the true meaning of thoſe 


defigns concealed under this ſpecious veil? Were their pro- 


cecdings on the 20th of January legal and conſtitutional 
means? Was their determination no more to petition Parlia- 


ment, but to ſeek redreſs from their own laws, legal and con- 


ſtitutional means? Was their addreſs to the Jacobins and the 
Convention legal and conſtitutional means? But his Learned 
Friend recoiled from his own argument; he had ſuppreſſed 
that verbal teſtimony which might have been obtained; what 
that verbal teſtimony was, he ſhould ſubmit to the Houſe. 


The Learned Gentleman had himſelf croſs- examined all the 
witneſſes. 


In two of the trials his Learned Friend did not care to call 


thoſe witneſſes who belt knew the tranſaction, and yet his 


Learned Friend had puſhed his croſs-examination further than 


had ever been known upon former occaſions. His Learned 
Friend had grounded his arguments againſt the written evi- 
| dence upon the oral teſtimony, which it was contended was 
the true criterion of judging the intentions of the parties. 


Was not the 8 put by tus Learned F riend to all the ce 
ne es 


£ 
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neſſes he had thought proper to call“ Was it your intention 
to overturn the conſtitution of the kingdom?“ What anſwer 
could be given to ſuch a queſtion? Why did not his Learned 
Friend ſay at once Are you a traitor? It was impoſſible, as 
the queſtion was put, that any other anſwer could be given 
than ſuch as his Learned Friend had expected; but why was 
not Hardy examined ? His Learned Friend had threatened this, 
but his prudence had ſuperſeded the impulſe of the moment; 
and although Hardy could have given much information, yet 
his Learned Friend, knowing the ſimplicity of Hardy's nature, 
did not chuſe to call him, becauſe Hardy knew too much. 
The Learned Serjeant replied to Mr. Erſkine's arguments re- 
ſpecting the weight due to the verdict of a jury, but contend- 
ed that that verdict could have no controul over the Houſe in 
the exerciſe of their legiſlative functions. He ſaid that his 
Learned Friend, at the trial of Hardy, in a ſpeech of fix hours, 
had choſen to occupy five hours and an half in extracts from 
Sidney and Locke, and only took up half an hour in replying 
to that which had occupied four days in ſtating, and had em- 
ployed his Learned Friend, on the part of the Crown, nine 
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hours in opening. | ER OT '*M 
The Learned Serjeant next commented upon the evidence Fe: 
given by Broomhead, whoſe evidence had torn aſide the veil; . = 
and from the tranſactions between him and York, and aſſem- i N 
bling of feveral thouſand people, for the purpoſe of influencing : | 10 
their minds, added to the proceedings of the Scotch Con- 1 
vention, and their aſſuming the legiſlative functions of 3M 
the country; from all theſe circumſtances, the Learned Ser- 3 03 
jeant contended, the real intentions of theſe perſons were 1 
ſufficiently perſpicuous. But it is the duty of this Houſe, itis 7 
both generous and patriotic to the Public, to prevent thoſe who it 4 
are conſpiring, from bringing their evil intention to ſuch £128 
_ miſchievous maturity as may render our efforts to cruſh it #778 
| ineffectual. There are many caſes which might occur, to pre- WH 
I vent which, would require timely legiſlative interpofition, bt i 
that, nevertheleſs, are not high treaſon : Conſpiring to levy if 
war, for inſtance, is not high treaſon by the ſtatute of Edward 768 
III. What then, are we to wait till war be actually levied, -- 10 
a before we are ſuffered to adopt preventive interpoſition? The * 
55 time to interpoſe is, when we have juſt grounds to ſuſpect, 8 
1 and prevent the communication of that contagion which may „ 
£ endanger, and perhaps facrifice, the lives of others. 12 55 14:8 
8 In reply to what had been ſaid by a Right Hon. Gentleman 
q on a former debate, relative to the infignificance of the num 
YL ders, thoſe numbers had only been infignificant from the 
cf timely interpoſition of Government. With refpeCt to the 
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perſons who had been acquitted, he had hoped thoſe verdicts 


99 


would have one good effect; that they would have deterred 


thoſe who had been treated with ſo much lenity by the laws, 


and make them be cautious how they again brought their lives 


into danger, by the purſuit of ſimilar practices. The ſame 


Right Hon. Gentleman had allo ſaid, that he ſhould not have 


heſitated in pronouncing the perſons tried Net Guilty ; becauſe, 


in the opinion of the Right Hon. Gentleman, the proſecutors 


had made out no caſe. Was that the fact? did the jury think 


this was the fact? They did not, for they heſitated in one of 


the trials two hours before they delivered their verdict. The 
jury, therefore, had no doubt of the exiſtence of the conſpiracy: 


and he hoped thoſe who had received the benefit of their ac- 


quittal, would imitate the conduct of the Friends of the People, 
and not perſiſt in groping like moles in the dark, left they 


ſhould meet with other jurics not quite ſo lenient as thoſe by 
whom they had been acquitted. Theſe verdicts, the Learned 
Serjeant contended, would clear them up to that time for all 
charges of treaſon ; but if they perſiſted in their ſeditious prac- 


tices, they would not be exempted from other charges of the 


ſame or a different nature, with an added load of reſponſibility 
from that which they have before done, and the lenity they 
had before experienced. *' _ . . | 

In reply to the arguments uſed by his Learned Friend (Mr. 
Erſkine), great attention, he ſaid, ought and had been paid to 
the wiſhes of the people of England, when the ſenſe of the 
people was duly and properly collected. There was already a 
ſuſficient union between that Houſe and the People; and he 
conceived, inſtead of arguments merely to catch popularity, it 
would be more conſiſtent with the dignity of that Houſe, if 
ſuch arguments were not uſed at all. „ 

The Learned Serjeant concluded with obſerving, that he 
moſt heartily concurred in the continuation of that power in 
the hands of Government, which had not hitherto been abuſed; 
he was bound to this from duty to the Public, regard to the 
laws, and to that liberty conſiſtent with law and order which 


this country had ever enjoyed, and which he truſted would 
- conſtitute ſtrength in the country, to defy foreign and 


domeſtic enemies. | | 1 
Mr. Fix ſaid, he had come down to the Houſe, ſull of 
curioſity, to hear what caſe would be made out to juſtify the 
re:1ewal of the Bill; although he had heard much declamation 
on the ſubiact, in the preceding debates, he had found ſo little 
ar zimt, that he conceived it muſt have been all reſerved for 
ti. mie ogcallon. In one fceſpect his curioſity had been 
gat id, Some of the arguments were not only new, but a 

| mo 
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moſt extravagant perhaps ever uttered in a Houſe of Parlia- 
ment. The Attorney General had ſaid that the object of the 
Bill was, not to give a power of taking into cuſtody, and pro- 
ſecuting perſons who might be guilty of treaſon, but to give a 
power of arreſting and confining perſons in inchoate guilt, and 


preventing them from completing the crimes they would other 


wiſe commit. This was a principle inconſiſtent with Engliſh, 
law, as it wore a near reſemblance to what had been the 


former, and was too much the preſent practice of a neiglibour- 


ing country, which for ſeveral years had been paying the pe- 
nalties, and expiating the crimes, of an abſolute monarchy. 
This arg ament was not even ſupported by the Bill of laſt year 


that went directly to the taking up and profecuting of perſons. 


| ſuppoſed to have committed acts of treaſon. To adopt ſuch a 
ſyſtem of prevention was to deſert all the principles and policy 


of our anceſtors, in favour of the infernal policy upon which 


the Baſtiles and dungeons of tyranny had been peopled. It 
Was to ſay, We will take up men out of mercy and kindneſs, 


| becauſe we think them likely to a ps” but this very 


mercy ſhall immure them in priſons, arty cut them off from 

ſociety during our will and pleaſure.” Members of Parliament 
Were excepted ; but might not any other man be deprived 
of his liberty by the will or miſtake of miniſters, as much as 
by lettres de cachet in France formerly, or by any ſudden ſeizure 
in any country where there exiſted a power of arbitrary im- 
priſonment? It was ſaid that no man would be taken into 
cuſtody on ſuſpicion of a crime of which he had been pre- 
viouſly. acquitted 3 but miniſters, upon their own arguments, 


muſt conſider the perſons lately acquitted of treaſon as more 


likely than any other to commit acts of treaſon ; and what 
ſecurity was there againſt ſeeing that which had been declaimed 


upon as the climax of French injuſtice, viz. men who had 5 


been acquitted and impriſoned as ſuſpected? The whole went 
upon the new French principles, which characterized every new 
act of miniſters, while they were holding them up as the grand 
object of alarm. What but caprice could prevent them from 


taking theſe men again into cuſtody? They would not take up : 


Hardy - Why? Becauſe, when men abandoned the plain road 
of the conſtitution, they were involved in eternal contradic- 
tions. It was admitted that a conſpiracy to levy war was not 
treaſon, and then it was aſked, Shall we not prevent the 
miſchief by taking the parties into cuſtody before war is 
actually levied?“ The law ſaid diſtinctly, You ſhall not take 
them into cuſtody as guilty of treaſon; this was all the anſwer 
neceſſary to be given; and to ſay otherwiſe was to calumniate 
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the ſtatutes of Edward III. and Charles II. He had learned 


from the Attorney General, that it was now intended to ap- 
prehend ſuch perſons as his Majeſty's miniſters might lulpeck, 
and confine them for an indefinite time upon ſufpicion of 
eaſonable practices. Treaſonable practices] ſaid Mr. Fox: I 
wiſh the Learned and Hon. Gentlemen would tell me what 
they mean by treaſonable practices. Do they mean by treaſon- 
able practices, any thing ſhort of high treaſon ? If ſo, there 
appears to be a conſiderable variance between the ſtatute of 
Edward III. which defines high treaſon, and the Habeas Corpus 
Act. The ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, only goes to 


_ treaſon, as defined by the ſtatute 3 but by the conſtruction of 


the Hon. Gentlemen, they may apprehend any perſon for 
ſedition or miſdemeanor, if they chuſe to call theſe treaſonable 


practices. He was the leſs ſurpriſed to hear the-law calumni- 


ated, when he heard the ſame perſons who did fo, calumniate 
thoſe who were charged with the adminiſtration of the law. 
They talked of juries reſpectfully in words; but what was 
their argument? “ We will not try any of the perſons im- 
plicated in the charges againſt the perſons lately acquitted ;_ 
but if any ſhall be guilty of ſimilar offences, them we will pro- 
fecute, and take our chance of the verdict of another jury.” 
Thus they would reduce trial by jury to ſomething of equal 
value with a trial by chance. Thoſe who in colourable words 


| fo talked of the effects of the inſtitution, Mr. Fox ſaid, he 


could not but ſuſpect of diſliking the inſtitution itſelf, His 


Learned Friend (Mr. Serjeant Adair) had ſaid that the croſs- 
examination of witneſſes on the trial had been permitted to a 


latitude beyond all precedent. By whoſe fault? The fault of 


the court undoubtedly, and if the court was to blame, let the 
court be cenſured, or rather let his Learned Friend own fairly 
the principles of thoſe with whom he now acted, and ſay, 
« When the court and the law are in our favour, they are en- 
titled to all poſſible deference, but when they happen to be 
againſt us, we owe them no reſpect.” The entire ſpeeches 
and evidence of the Learned Gentlemen on the trials, had not 
convinced the juries ; and parts of the one, with ſcraps of the 


other, ſhould not convince him. He would venture to aſſume, 


that they who heard part of the argument and evidence, 
and that only upon one fide, could not form fo good a judg- 
ment of the caſe, as the juries who heard the whole. All the 
means of proſecution and of evidence were in their hands; all 


the perſons whom they thought fit to proſecute had been ac- 


quitted; they acknowledged the acquittals to be fo deciſive, 
that they did not think it adviſeable to proſecute any more; 
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it was not therefore very fanciful to ſay that every man 
and woman in England had been acquitted of the 
aged confpiracy; and notwithitanding- all he had heard, his 
ideas were too groſs and concrete to conceive a conſpiracy 
without conſpirators. The arguments of thoſe who oppoſed 
the Bill, were ſaid to be few. They had on their fide the 
law and. the conſtitution, and were only called upon to refute 
the ſtrange arguments brought againſt them. It original ar- 
guments were ever ſo abundant, he would diſdain to uſe 
any, for he was not fo preſumptuous as to ſet up any theory 
of his own in preſerence to the law of Edward III. and of 
Charles II. „CC | | 
| To ſuppoſe that any number of the people of this country 
were diſaffected to the conſtitution, Mr. Fox ſaid, was a ca- 
lumny. The Houſe was called upon in 1795 to ſuſpend the 
Habeas Corpus Act, for correſpondence with France, which 
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had taken place in 1792, two years before the firſt ſuſpenſion "vi 
was propoſed. Miniſters themſelves owned that even in the ER 
ſuſpected ſocieties the greater part were deluded by the few, INI 
who, under the maſk of Parliamentary Reform, wiſhed to 1 
lead them to ſubvert the Government. What did this prove, 100 
but that the people were ſo well affected to the conſtitution, 1 
that no man durſt ſpeak openly to them againſt it? Had 1 
there been a period ſince the acceſſion of the Houſe of Brunſ- 3 
wick, when there were fewer perſons in this gountry difaf- 1. 
fected to his Majeſty's perſon ? Was any ſuch period likely 1, 
to occur? At what time, then, could they hope for the re- a 
ſtoration of the Habeas Corpus Act? Better would it be, to 3B 
ſay at once, that they had taken their laſt leave of it; and * 


that the ſtate of Europe was incompatible with a limited mo- 
narchy in Great Britain. Were we to wait till the London 
Correſponding Society diſſolved themſelves ?—Miniſters would 
ſay, that the diſſolution was only a pretence. Were we to 
expect the death of all the members? — Few as they were, 
they would have ſucceſſors; for, till all governments were per- 
fect, and all men wiſe and virtuous, there would be diſcon- 
tented perſons in every country. Under arbitrary govern- 
ments the diſcontented were more numerous, though leſs ac- 
tive, and conſequently leſs apparent; but, when the awful crifis 
came, then it was found, that curſes had been uttered; not 
loud but deep. In 1768, 1769, and 1780, there had been 
popular tumults, which the authority of the civil magiſtrate - 
could not ſuppreſs ; but, ſince the epoch of the French revo- 
lution, the ſource of all our alarms, had there been a ſingle 
inſtance of reſiſtance to civil authority, except, indeed, * 
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the zeal of loyalty was exerted to burn the houſes of Diſ- 
ſenters ? 7 5 „ 

Mr. Fox, after preſſing his argument in various other 
ſhapes, aſked how any man of ſenſe or humanity could 


talk of the perſons lately acquitted, having experienced the 


mercy of their country, Was it mercy to be torn from their 
families, to be impriſoned for fix months, and then turned 
out into the world again, their means of ſubſiſtence perhaps 
cut off? They had experienced the juſtice of this country 
in their acquittal z but to talk of mercy was an inſult. He 
paid a handſome compliment to the character, abilities, and 
public ſervices of Earl Mansfield, with reſpect to whom, he 
underſtood an appeal had been made to him. He concluded 


with obſerving, that the trial by jury, and the repreſentation 


of the People in the Houſe of Commons, were the corner- 
ſtones of the conſtitution. The latter, he had long been of 
opinion, ſtood in need of ſome reform; for although it was 
true that the Houſe was capable of receiving an impreſſion 
from the People, it had been moſt dent proved in the 
American war, that it did not receive that impreſſion ſoon 
enough; and there were caſes, ſuch as the preſent war, ſtill 
more calamitous, in which time was every thing, and delay 
might involve Houſe, Lords, King, and People, in one com- 


mon ruin. | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that ſuppoſing the | 


danger to exiſt, the only queſtions were, whether the remedy 


propoſed was applicable to the danger, and: whether the ap- 
plication of it was hkely to produce evil conſequences? It 
was neither a deviation from the policy of our anceſtors, nor 
a deſertion of the principles of the conſtitution ; but a con- 
ſtitutional remedy often applied in cafes of adequate danger, 
and fortunately always with the beſt effects. Was ſuch a 
conſpiracy as had been ſo often and ſo ably deſcribed, a cafe _ 
to which it was leſs applicable than any of thoſe to which it 
had been applied in former times? Did a caſe in which 
opinions of the moſt poiſonous nature were circulated, with 


every degree of art, through every channel, when the moſt 


extraordinary exertions were made to put in motion a machine, 
the dreadful effects of which had been but too fatally ex- 


n 


fective means of prevention than others, w 


perienced in another country, leſs demand . e and ef- 


ere, although 


the danger was great, it was not ſo active? Preventing the 


commiſhon of crimes, which, if not prevented, it might be 


too late to puniſh, was the diſtinct character of the Bill.— 


This, it was ſaid, was like the old policy of France, or —# 
| 2 | | - | tlie | 


8 Jax. 23.] 
the new ſyſtem of Robeſpierre ; ; but let it be remembered, 


that by this prevention the Houſe of Orange in the firſt in- 
ſtance, and the Houſe of Brunſwick in the ſecond, had been 


maintained upon the throne. | 
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In France, perſons acquitted 


of imputed crimes, were impriſoned as ſuſpected; here, and 
under the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, they were 
enlarged. The circumſtances of the time demanded that a 
diſcretionary power ſhould be given to miniſters, and there 
was no reaſon to fear that it would be abuſed any more than 
it had been upon former occaſions. 
plea of Autrefois acquit ſo far as to ſay, that it ſhould operate 
as an indemnity for all future offences; and therefore if any 
of the perſons lately acquitted ſhould be found purſuing ſuch 
meaſures as thoſe for which they had been tried, they would 


be as liable to be taken into cuſtody as any other. 


No man would carry the 


A power 


muſt be given by the Bill to commit on ſomething leſs than 
legal proof of treaſon, or the Bill itſelf muſt be nugatory. 
Conſpiring to levy war was, by ſeveral temporary acts of the 
Legiſlature, a ſubſtantive treaſon ; and in particular cafes, ſuch 
as if the conſpiracy took effect, as it muſt endanger the life of 
the Sovereign, by the ſtream of authorities for more than a cen- 


tury, it was an overt- act of treaſon. - 


The Bill was, therefore, 


| a meaſure of ſound precaution, both for the individuals who 

might engage in ſuch deſigns, but above all for the Public. 
Eyen where perſons were committed on legal proof of treaſon, 
it might take much time to explore all he connexions and 
ramifications of the guilt, and conſequently much time before 
the offender could be brought to trial, conſiſtent with a due 
regard to the public ſafety. The alleged diſreſpect for the 
verdict of a jury proceeded on a miſconſtruction of words. 
It was no diſreſpect to ſay, that different juries might draw 


different concluſions from the fame facts, or chat a jury 


might have been milled by an advocate's eloquent and power 


ful ſtatement of the law of treaſon. 


He next examined whether a conſpiracy of ſuch magnitude 
as to call for the remedy propoſed had been proved. He 
went over the hiſtory of the ſeries of relative tranſactions on 
which the trials were founded, and imputed different views 


and intentions to the ſocieties. 


To all this, he ſaid, no an- 


ſwer had been given; but he heard with grief an Hon: Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Fox), who claimed the character of the champion 


of the conſtitution, fay, that from all this he felt no alarm. 


He had heard it indeed with the leſs ſurpriſe, becauſe he had 
obſerved from ſeſſion to ſeſſion, and from day to day, Gen- 
tlemen on the other fide of the Houle, with more or leſs 
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caution, decrying the danger to be apprehended from French 
principles. He recurred again to the machinations of the 
diſaffected, which, he ſaid, the ſpeeches of Gentlemen on 
the other fide of the Houſe rendered ſtill more dangerous, 
and ſtill more neceſſary to be guarded againſt, by the ſound 
part of the Houſe, and of the country. All the ſas charged 
in the Report of the Secret Committee had, he obſerved, 
been admitted by the advocate for the accuſed, to have been 
proved upon their trials, and the verdicts of the juries he 
contended were not concluſfive--{ Here Mr. Morris Robinſon 
called the Right Hon. Gentleman to order.] The Hon. Gen- 
tleman knew as little of his duty as a Member of Parliament, 
as of the functions of a jury, if he would venture to main- 
| tain that its verdict was concluſive upon Parliament, with 
; reſpect to any meaſures of precaution Parliament might think 
proper to adopt. To refuſe to continue the ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus Act, would be to declare that all the acts 
proved upon the trials were innocent. He deſcanted on the 
ſituation into which French principles had brought Europe, 
and on the ſingular uniſon of ſentiment between Parliament 
and the People, with reſpect to the internal danger of the 
country, declaring that there never were better grounds of 
confidence in our proceedings than at the preſent moment, 
whence it was obvious, that the people would not be wanting 
to them, if they were not wanting to themſelves. . 

Ar. Morris Robinſon ſaid, that notwithſtanding the high 
tone in which he had been rebuked, he muſt ſtill. maintain, 
that a conſpiracy, upon which the legal inqueſt of the country 
had paſſed, and found not proved, ought not to be ſaid to be 


13 proved. Ry 85 
YH Mr. Fox ſpoke in explanation to two or three points. The 
- Right Hon. Gentleman had talked of his decrving the danger 
from French principles, as if meaning to convey, that he 
approved of thoſe principles. No: So far was this from being 
true, that he confidered what the people of England had had 
an opportunity of ſeeing, the pernicious effects of thoſe 
1 as the beſt ſecurity that they would not adopt 
them. 5 | IE Ee | 
The Secretary at War ſaid he could not be ſilent, when 
emiſſaries from the Houſe laid hold of words, and tortured 
them into falſe meanings; when he conſidered what a handle 
had been made of what he once uttered in the Houſe, though 
none of the Gentlemen on the other ſide, in denying it, proved 
the converſe of the propoſition. What he meant was 
Periſh Commerce—live the Conſtitutian. Again, in the words 
| | ES | 7 acquittea 
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acquitted felohs, that he had uſed, he did not mean the expreſſion 
as throwing moral turpitude on the perſons acquitted. 
Ar. Grey apologiſed for obtruding upon the attention of the 
Houſe at fo late an hour, which he ſhould not have done, but 
that the Right Hon. Gentleman had, in his uſual ſtrain, ac- 
cuſed his Right Hon. Friend of exultation at the acquittal of 
thoſe perſons who lately were convicted. He remarked, that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman and his friends had never ſpoken 
of thoſe perſons, except in terms ſcarcely leſs qualified than 
felons. He was perfectly aſſured that it was the right of that 
Houſe to examine into the verdicts of juries ; but he reminded 
the Houſe, that ſuch examinations ought never to be made 
but with the utmoſt degree of delicacy and caution. When 
they were concerned in meaſures which related to tranſactions 
of a very different complexion to what they had imagined, it be- 
came them to give thoſe tranſactions a cool and deliberate recon- 
ſideration. The treaſons for which the Habeas Corpus Act was 
laſt year ſuſpended, he obſerved, were judged of from ex parte 
evidence; and therefore it was extremely important, upon a 
motion for a re- ſuſpenſion of that Act, to proceed upon ſuffi- 
cient grounds, and not to maintain an opinion, which has, in 
ſome inſtances, been contradicted, without an impartial and 
thorough inveſtigation. 5 | 
Tf it were not fo late, he ſaid, he ſhould follow the Right 
Hon, Gentleman through many of his arguments; as it was, 
he ſhould only examine a few. If he were diſpoſed, like the 
| Right Hon. Gentleman, to treat others of an oppoſite opinion 
in a contemptuous and uncivil manner, he ſhould not follow 
him in any. 'The Right Hon. Gentleman had mentioned, 
that precedents could be adduced from the Revolution, and 
even 1n the very beſt periods of the Conftitution, when upon 
a ſimilar neceſſity the Habeas Corpus Act had been ſuſpended. 
Mr. Grey called upon the Right Hon. Gentleman in conſe- 
quence to ſtate any period, except in circumſtances of actual 
danger, when the preſſure and neceſſity were really urgent, 
or where plots of a treaſonable nature againſt the life and per- 
ſon of the King were manifeſt. He wiſhed the fact to be 
proved. e | ; | 
In reply to another part of the Right Hon. Gentleman's de- 
clamation, he confeſſed his Hon. Friend had admitted that the 
papers on the table were publiſhed by the perfons who were 
tried; and what then? Unleſs they were really guilty of 
high treaſon, they could not be comprehended within the” 
intention of that Act by which the Habeas Corpus Act was 
ſuſpended, The queſtion then was, whether thoſe perſons 
| 8 41A 3 | | Werc 


- rm 2 = 
2 = = % — "rn mY 
— C — 
. . opp 70 n n 


0 N 
\ Date. Las SW rk © 
TIF oa, i 
et 


V 1 — — 
* 2 Et dE eo» 
n 
. ne 
5 ack — 
1 


LR > 
2947 ih” 
- > : * — 7 = 
2 1 : *a — 2 — LO = SY _ - 
a Sik PSS, IF NF PT TI "I 2 — 5 Nen * — N 3 + 
F * 2 . 1 : £ LETS > * 
e pt; RF MY EL _— l Foes N 8 5 229. FA — = — 2 I — 9 
- . LAS 3 WL Tie off * (Ed 1 * YL . mw 4 5 . 2 2 * . * 0 . — os * S 
A = JS 7" 0” 4 v 4 3 . » x — 8. ” 2 — $4. — — * — — S, by — — — 
— 1 3 . LEN 1 N. 2 — . . fm * rd & 2 
=> a q | > . KOT, 2 ſs 3 5 wy ly vb VERT | Aa Dus Y 3 — Pre” oO 2 8 os a 1 X 
- bo one : P 2 8 p Ut A Ons Fac” 1 4 Wy 2 1 * * 
2 * ” 42 8 1 * = wt * 2 . 8 — n n — 
2 A” 222 be; 
* 1 EY der » 
— * LS 


364 'WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Con, 


were guilty of high treaſon, and that charge, he inſiſted, had 
been been completely negatived. It did not become the Houſe 
to forget its duty, nor to forget that nothing new had been 
3 7 7 to ſupport the propoſition for the re- ſuſpenſion of the 
In the eloquent declamation which the Hon. Gentleman had 
made, he had ſtated the expediency. of it as a neoeſſity for 
guarding againſt Jacobiniſm and French principles, becauſe 
there would otherwiſe be a probable danger of ſeducing the 
people from their duty and allegiance by the rapid and ſucceſſ- 
ful progreſs thoſe principles were making. He begged leave 
to apply an expreſſion in anſwer to this ſentiment of an Hon. 
Gentleman who did not now retain a ſeat in that Houſe (Mr. 
Burke), upon the rebellion in America. That Gentleman 
then told the Houſe to recollect, that General rebellions are 
not encouraged, but provoked !” © And fo,” continued Mr. 
Grey, “ do I afhrm, that in general the people are not /educed 
from their allegiance, but provoked.” 8 5 W 
If any diſcontent has been raiſed in the country, it could 
not be by Paine's and Barlow's books, without a previous 
cauſe; but the diſcontent muſt have been excited by the Go- 
vernment. RCCC | „ 
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“ For love of grace, 

ce Lay not that flattering unction to your ſoul, 
That not your treſpaſs, but my madneſs, ſpeaks; 
It will but ſkin and film the ulcerous place; 

« While rank corruption, mining all within, 

© Infects unſeen.“ . . 


ener 9 n r U 
. _ * 
„ 
* * 


Let us review the diſcontent of France at the time of the 
revolution. That could not be ſuffered to proceed for want of 
power or impriſonment, There was authority and a Baſtile. 
Let us review the conduct and motives of the Dutch: — 
They have been accuſed of ſupineneſs : They were not ſupine, 
jet us remember, under the oppreſſive tyranny of Philip the 
Second; nor would they have been ſupine now, if they had 
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i [ not wanted cauſe for exertion. The fact was, they were 
1 weary of their government, and no longer thought it worth de- 
iy fending. It was indifferent to them whether they received a 
1 foreign power, or were ſubjected by a domeſtic one; and 
4 this ought to be the inference we ſhould draw, and it ſhould 
1M ſerve as a practical leflon to us. | 3 

9 I am much ſurpriſed,” continued Mr, Grey, * that 


watch-words ſhould be complained of, when the Hon. Gen- 
tleman has availed himſelf of thoſe worn-out watch-words, 
8 1 . Es French 
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French principles, and Facobiniſm, to ſupport his deſperate and 
corrupt meaſures. Iacknowledge (laid he), that they ma 
excite the idea of danger when alarm ought to be diminiſhed;“ 
but he hoped the period was not far diſtant, when the S 
tution would be reſtored to that ancient and beautiful form 
from which the Right Hon. Gentleman had reduced it. He 
ſaid he ſhould give his negative to the motion, becauſe he ap- 
proved of that old exploded doctrine, that the Habeas Car- 
pus Act ought never to be ſuſpended, N in caſes of actual 
or very imminent danger.“ 
One remark appeared yet neceſſary upon the nbi 
which the Right Hon. Gentleman had pretended, when he 
called upon the Houſe to repoſe its confidence in the meaſures 
_ of Adminiſtration. When miniſters claim the confidence of 
the Houſe upon light and trivial occaſions, Mr. Grey aſſerted 
they were entitled to no confidence; and when he aſſerted this, 
he did it becauſe there had not appeared to him one clear, de- 
monſtrative, and ſufficient argument, to juſtify the diſpoſal 
of ſo much power in the hands of the King. 

Colonel Rolle recommended the diviſion upon the renewal of 
an Act for the Suſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act at a former 
period (we believe in the year 1754) to be read, when the 
Ayes were 71, and the Noes 13.. He did this, he ſaid, that 

the people might know what the opinions of that Houſe for- 
| orey were upon a ſimilar occaſion. 

The queſtion being loudly called for, from every quarter of 
the Houſe, a divifion took place : | 


Hes = — 230 
Noes - OI $3 


Majority I 177 


The Bill was then read a ſecond time: After which a warm 
and long converſation took place between e Attorney General, 
Mr. Erſtine, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Fox, the Chancellor of the Hache 
quer, and Mr. Dundas, on the queſtion, whether they ſhould go 
into the Committee on the Bill at that late hour (three o'clock 
in the morning); which at length was terminated by miniſters 


agreeing to go into the Committee on Tueſday, with a decla- 
ration that they would go through the remaining ſtages of 


the Bill on that day and eee, ſo as to ſend it to the 


Lords on Wedneſday. 
I at half paſt three i in the morning. 


Minority 
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Minority on the Debate of « a Motion mad: to read a fecond time the Bill 
for further ſu ſpending the Habeas Corpus A@. 


Antonie, Lee Jervoiſe, C. Jervoiſe 

Anſon, Thomas St. John, St. Andrew | 
Aubrey, Sir Joln _ Lambton, William Henry 

Bouverie, Hon. E. Lemon, Sir William 

Burch, J. R. Maitland, Hon. Thomas 
 Byng, George | McLeod, Colonel N. 

Cavendiſh, —_— H. North, Dudley 

Church, 3 3 Peirſe, Henr f 

Coke, T. W. Plumer, William 

Coke, Edward | _ Powlett, Powlett 

Colhoup, William Rawdon, Hon. John 

Courtenay, John Robinſon, Morris 

Crewe, John ' | Ruſſel, Lord William 
Curwen, Chriſtian 1 Spencer, Lord Robert 
Erſkine, Hon. Thomas Shawe, Stewart 

Edwards, G. N. Smith, William 

Featherſton, Sir Henry | Sturt, Charles 

Fitzpatrick, General Tarleton, General 
Fletcher, Sir Henry Thorold, Sir John _ 

Foley, Hon. Edward | Thompſon, Thomas 

Fox, Rt. Hen. C. J. Townſhend, Lord John 
Francis, Philip Walwyn, James et 

Hare, James Wharton, John | 

Harriſon, John Whitbread, Samuel, jun. 

Harcourt, John | Whitmore, Thomas 

Howard, Henry - * |] Wine Wm. 

Jekyll, Joſeph | 5 

N 5 TEIL LERS. | 

_ Grey, Charles 3 Sheridan, R. B. 

8 Total—5s. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 
MonpDay, Jan. 26. 


Mi. Baldwin took the oaths and his ſeat for the borough of 
Malton, in the county of York. 

Mr. Alderman Anderſon preſented a petition from the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of the City of London, in 
"mb aſſembled, of which the following is the ſub- 
Rance : 


„That your petitioners A ee 4. evil collbquences of war in general, 
but more particularly the calamitous effects of the preſent war, on the trade, 
manufactures, and commerce of the Britiſh empire. 


« Your petitioners conceive, that none of the ends propoſed by the pre- 
fent war either have been, or are likely to be obtained, although it has been 
carried on at an unprecedented expence to this country, and has already pro- 
duced 
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duced an alarming increaſe of the national debt, augmented by ſubſidies to 

allies, who have not fulfilled their ſolemn engagements, or rendered ade- 

quate ſervice for large ſums actually received by them. 
« Your petitioners, from their preſent view of public meaſures, preſume 

| humbly, but firmly, to expreſs to this Honourable Houſe their decided 

conviction, that the principle upon which the war appears now to be carried 


on, neither is nor can be eſſential to the profperity, the hberty, or the glory 


of the Britiſh empire. 
« Your petitioners, therefore, Sealy: pray, that this Honourable 


Houſe, diſclaiming all right of interfering in the internal concerns of France, 
will be pleaſed to take ſuch mealures as they, in their wiſdom, ſhall think 
proper for the purpoſe of promoting a b peace between Great Britain 
and the Power with whom we are at war. 


| Ordered to lie on the table. 


De Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, «© That the Chap- 
Jin do preach before this Houſe at St. Margaret's Church, on 


Friday, the 3oth of January.” —Ordered. 


General Smith wiſhed to know what meaſures had been taken 


with reſpect to officers in India? This was a queſtion which 
he had put to the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) laſt 
year, who had then promiſed that ſomething ſhould be done: 
As he did not know whether any meaſure had been taken, he 
was under the necellity of renewing his queſtion 3 he hoped 
theſe officers would not be ſuffered to languiſh from year to 
year, without ſome iteps being taken to relieve them. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he was diſpoſed to give the 
queſtion of the Hon. General the moiſt explicit anſwer which 


he was able to give; and he hoped the Hon. General had 


heard out of doors enough to ſhew him, that he had not him- 
ſelf been inactive upon the ſubject. Lord Cornwallis had 
been referred to upon that matter; the Noble Marquis had 


conſidered the whole, and had made his report upon it, in 


which there were many ſuggeſtions, which, he had no doubt, 
would prove uſefu}. He had his Majeſty's command to lay that 
report before the Court of Directors; he had alſo had private 
communications with ſeveral officers. It was, erer a 

_ queition of very great magnitude, and on which he feared there 
would be much difference of opinion. Lord Cornwallis and 

the Court of Directors had already differed in enen . 
and the officers did not entirely agree with either. 


Mr. Dundas faid, he ought not to ſay much of himſelf; but 


he could ſafely aſſert, that he had not been guilty of any inat- 
tention or delay; he had been conſidering the information 
which the report returned by the Court of Directors contained, 
and which he * no longer ago than laſt . 5 it 
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Was an arduous taſk, and he would go through his duty re- 
ſpecting it as well as he was able. He truſted that ſomething 
might be done, even in the preſent year, ſo that the officers in 
India might have ſome information on the arrival there of Me 
eur lee... 

Mr. Francis agreed with the Secretary of State, that this was a 
very important queſtion, but he was ſorry to hear that ſo much 
difterence of opinion prevailed on the ſubject ; it was unfor- 
tunate that ſuch ſhould be the caſe, after ſo ct: conſidera- 
tion had been given to the ſubject. He hoped that the Right 
Hon. Gentleman would lay che report he alluded to before the 
„ 

General Smith then moved e That an bamnble Addreſs be 
preſented to his Majeity, praying that he would be graciouſly | 
pleaſed to give directions that there be laid before this Houſe 
the petitions of the Officers belogging to the Eaſt India Com- 
pany's ſervice.” 

Mr. Secretary Dundas Gid;- he had no objection to this 
motion, but he doubted extremely how far that would bring 
about the object which he believed the . General to have 
in view. 

The motion was put and carried, 

Mr. Francis ſuggeſted that it might be proper to lay before 
the Houſe, a copy of the TOO to which the Wa Hon. 
Gentleman alludet. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he womkended it to be quite 
unuſual to lay before the Houſe an inſtrument of that kind. 

Mr. Francis ſaw nothing extraordinary in calling for the 
production of ſuch an inſtrument: However, as it was object- 
ed to, it was a matter which, he ſaid, he would not preſs. 

Mr. Sheridan reminded Gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of 
the Houſe, that an order had been made for producing a cop 


of a Commilhon, under which Sir Gilbert Elliot acted as 


Viceroy of Corſica. He did not oblerve, that tuch order n 
been yet complicd with. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas faid, he held in 155 hand the very 


paper which the Hon. Genttceiuan alluded to, and, with his 
-permithon, it ſhould be laid upon the table. 


The paper was read, and it appeared to contain a 28. 


morandum, that Sir G Gilbert Eiko had no lalary, as yet, as 
| Viceroy of Corſica. 


V. Sheridan ſaid, that an opportunity might occur for * 


ing a- complete explanation of this matter. He obſerved, 
chat the memorandum juſt produced ſtated, that hitherto Sir 


gg Elliot had not received any falary as Viceroy of Corſi- 
That there was to be a ſalar Ty, and that too to be paid 
| - out 


4 
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out of the pockets of the people of this country, he took for 
granted. That, however, was a ſubject which might be diſ- 
cuſſed hereafter, | % ͤ oper Sy = 
Eo iii GREY'S MOTION, . | 
Ur. Grey roſe in conſequence of the notice he had given of 
the motion which he intended to make; a motion which, he 
confeſſed, was unuſual in point of form, and unuſual as to 
the mode of bringing it forward. He had to bring before the 
Houſe a queſtion, in its nature and in its conſequences one of 
the moſt important reſpecting which that Houſe had ever exer- 
Ciſed its deliberation or its power. It was not, like many other 
ſubjects, which were frequently, perhaps too often, agitated 
within thoſe walls. It was not merely a diſpute between two 
oppoſite ſides, who ſhould have the conduct and the direction 
olf public affairs not a queſtion on any ſuch narrow ground, 
not a queſtion governed by principles of prejudice. or party 
it was not a queſtion whether this or that denomination of 
men ſhould hold or contend for a transfer of the power of 
Adminiſtration—not whether it ſhould continue in one ſet of 
men, or ſhould go into other hands—it was a queſtion of 
much greater magnitude and importance; it was to be decided 
on the broad baſis of national intereſt, as it affected the happi- 
neſs, the ſafety, poſſibly the very exiſtence of this country. If 


in the courſe of debates ſince the period in which this calamitous 


war commenced, any thing of animoſity had occurred; if 


paſſions had milled ſome perſons to intereſt themſelves in behalf 


of this war, and had influenced them to deſire to carry it on; 
if individuals had been deluded into it by falſe alarms - the caſe 
was at this time entirely changed; it had become a matter of 


ſerious alarm to every man who had good wiſhes for the wel- 


fare of this country. If that Houſe was what it profeſſed to 
be—the real guardian of the public ſafety; if it intended 


to act in its true character; it would conſider the ſubject with ; 


the utmoſt attention; if they would act with the feeling and; 
temper.of good men, they would reflect on the importauce of 
the ſubject, and remember that not only the money, but alſo, 
the lives of thouſands awaited the decifion of that nighgt. 
After two years war, marked with a mixture of brilliant 
ſucceſſes and mortifying diſaſters, both of which had contri-, 


buted to drain this country of its blood and of its treaſure, we 


were not one point nearer to the object for which it was ſaid; 
to be undertaken, than at the moment of its commencement: 
A melancholy reflection this; {till more ſo when the lives of 
perhaps 50,000 of our countrymen had been ſacrificed, and 
when we had ſo enormouſly -increaſed the national debt; a 
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debt which had contributed ſo much, and which would con- 

tribute much more, to damp the ardour, cramp the genius, and 
check the induſtry of all ranks and deſcriptions of people in 

this country. Melancholy indeed was this reflection, ſince if 

the war were to ſubſide that day, we ſhould have added to our 

national debt, perhaps ſeventy millions of money. The Right 

Honourable Gentleman ſeemed not to aſſent to this. He be- 
lieved it was not an exaggerated account, but in order to avoid 

diſputes upon the ſum, he would ſtate it at fifty millions; that 

he knew was below the mark, but he was content to take it at 

that amount. Surely then it became the Houſe to deliberate 
again and again before they added to a burden already ſo 

enormous; it became them to pauſe before they proceeded one 

ſtep further, where the iſſue was in itſelf ſo hazardous, and 
the Ifs fo large and certain. 3 
The propoſition that he had to bring forward, Mr. Grey 

ſaid, was one, reſpecting which every Member in the Houſe 
had had an opportunity of forming a judgment; becauſe when 

he gave his notice he not only explained the nature of the 

5 ſubject, but ſtated to the Houſe the very terms of his motion; 

: 3 and that no ambiguity ſhould be found in my branch of the 
. ſubject, he had alſo ſtated the ſubſtance of what he conceived 
to be the miniſter's avowed opinion as to a form of govern- 

ment in France, with which this country might ſafely and ho- 

nourably treat. He ſhould re-ſtate, as well as he was able, 

the words of that Right Honourable Gentleman, He (the 

| miniſter) had ſaid, that in regard to the government with 
which we ſhould treat, the beſt terms of ſecurity (he be- 

lieved he added, the moſt ſatisfactory) were in his opinion 

to be obtained from a monarchy founded on ſomething like 

the baſis of the old government of France; that he conceived 


m _ 


it would be poſſible tor this country to treat with a republic, 2 
but that with the preſent government of France we could not x 
treat, nor ought we to treat, for we were not yet ſo reduced 8 
for want of reſources as to make it neceſſary for us to nego- f 
tiate with them, and there was nothing in the aſpect of their P 
reſources which made them formidable to us.” According to f 
that declaration, it was evident, Mr. Grey ſaid, that the war d 
was a war uſque ad internecionem, and that nothing ſhort of the — 
utter ruin of this country would induce the miniſter to treat li 
for ee This he underſtood to be the meaning, and this W 
be feared might be the effect of the Right Honourable Gen- ce 
tleman's ſentiments upon that ſubject, if that Houſe ſhould 1 
be pleaſed implicitly to adopt them. Sentiments ſuch as theſe th 
were indeed alarming, when it was reflected that they came re, 

c 


| from a perſon, in whoſe hands the direction of public affairs 4 
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was placed, and on whoſe opinion, ſhould the Houſe ſupport 
it, the dreaded ifſue of this war depended. This opinion, 
however, had not yet been countenanced by the Houſe of 
Commons. He hoped it never would, and he would endea- 
vour to bring a queſtion forward which ſhould, as fairly as 
poſſible, put that point in iſſue. He hoped it was an opinion 
the Right Honourable Gentleman himſelf would abandon, 
and he truſted that if the miniſter ſhould till perſiſt in it, the 
Houſe would never countenance ſuch a ſentiment. 3 
When he gave his notice of the motion with which he 
ſhould conclude, he aſked the miniſter if the wording of the 
motion was fair and ſatisfactory to him, adding, at the ſame 
time, that if any other terms were neceſſary, he had no ob- 
jeCtion to their being inſerted. The Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman declared, he thought the motion perfectly fair, and ex- 
preſſed himſelf ſatisfied with the terms of it. The point here, 
therefore, was plain and explicit, and no man, by agreeing to 
his motion, would acknowledge any thing which that Houſe 
had denied; indeed the point to be diſcuſſed, was fo clear, fo 
ſimple and intelligible, that the miniſter having agreed to put 
it upon that iſſue, ſtood directly pledged to come to a decifive 
vote upon the queſtion, This was an occaſion in which the 
feelings of the Houfe were moſt warmly engaged, and he 
would venture to ſay, that if they felt colleCtively as a body, 
what he was ſure they felt individally as men, all reſerve would 
be ſet aſide, all animoſity avoided, all artifice would be aban- 
doned, all that myſtery which ſometimes obſcured political 
points would be removed and at. an end, the Houſe would not 
{hun the queſtion, but would come forward honeſtly at once, 
and give their real opinion. This it was their duty to do, as 
they ſhould remember they were to decide on the lives of a 
_ multitude of their countrymen. He would again fay, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary, that the Houſe of Commons ſhould deal 
fairly and frankly with the country, and not conceal from the 
people the danger which threatened : Without frankneſs and 
fair dealing, the Houſe of Commons would neither have, nor 
deſerve to have, any reſpect from them; more eſpecially ſo 
when they were voting away the money, and facrificing the 
lives, of their conſtituents. It was a queſtion, on the iſſue of 
which even the French had a right to expect the Houſe to 
come to a deciſion ; they had a right to expect it of the juſtice 
and the candour of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, becauſe 
the people of France ought to know explicitly againſt what 
itis that they are fighting—they ought to know whether, in 
the opinion of that Houſe, they had a right, which he would  — 
contend, as a general principle, every nation under Heaven 
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had, viz. the right of determining what form of government 
they ſhall have. It would alſo be conducive on this ſcore to 


oe tet — 2 


S T2 1 rg 777 IEA 
* 


- 


\ \ \ === 
_ EC” Ye SE - 
F Packs 40804 => Res — — — 2 * == 
n - - » n 
3 2 


. EEE 


_ ourſelyes in reality make ſome propoſition with a view to the 
attainment of it. Another reaſon why the queſtion which 
he ſhould propoſe ſhould be met, by an explicit vote—it was 


28 

1 neceſſary on account of the ſituation of the miniſter himſelf; 
is it was as important to him that he ſhould not be deceived, as 
by it was important to the country that he ſhould not deceive the 
Bs | Houſe. It was neceſſary that he ſhould know whether the 
'f Houſe was willing to go on with a be//um internecinum, as 


he had on former occaſions ſtated this war to be; and by his 
conduct ſince the commencement of it, he had incurred a 
ſevere reſponſibility, which was every hour increaſing. It was 
neceſſary the Houſe ſhould underſtand the miniſter, and that 
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the miniſter ſhould underſtand the Houſe; that he ſhould 


| know clearly and explicitly what ſort of ſupport the Houſe in- 


| tended to give him during the continuance of the war.—His 


© propoſition, Mr. Grey ſaid, was framed with a view to all theſe 


points ; it was plain, ſimple, and intelligible. It did not go to 


the full extent of his own opinion upon the ſubject. The ef- 
fect of his motion went not the length, of declaring that we 
| ſhall, or even that we ought to negotiate at the preſent criſis, 
but ſimply to ſay that negotiation at this time is not precluded 
by the form of the government of France. If he were to act 
up to his own opinion, he ſhould make his motion in much 


broader terms, and ſay, that, under all the exiſting circum- | 


ſtances, it was the duty of the miniſter of this country to pro- 

ceed without delay to a negotiation ; but this his motion did 
not preſcribe; all that his motion went to effect, was merely 

to put this country and France in a negotiable ſtate. It would 

be nothing more, if carried, than a Parliamentary declaration 

that the form of government in France was not a bar to ne- 
_ gotiation on the part of this country. It did not proceed to 
tell miniſters what he might think their duty; it merely aimed 
at putting the affairs of the two nations in ſuch a ſtate as to 
facilitate negotiation; or, in other words, to render it 
poſlible for the French, if fo diſpoſed, to agree to negotiate 
with us. 1 „%% ;ũð A=. | 
This, then, being the queſtion, he ſhould hope that the 

5 pledge which the miniſter had entered into ſor meeting this 

. | 1 93 „„ ee 


be explicit in our declarations namely, by holding out a 

placable diſpoſition; it would give them an opportunity of 

\ ſeeing, whether they are miſled by their own rulers, ſhould 
they ſhew an averſion to a pacific ſyſtem. So far did he think 

that we ſhould not adopt as a principle that we could not make 
peace with the preſent government of France, that we ſhould 
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ſubject fairly, would be ated up to, that the Houſe ſhould 
come to a concluſion upon the iſſue of it, and that the queſtion 
thould not be evaded. He was told, upon former occaſions, 
that the queſtion between this country and France, was not to 
be conſidered as a diſpute between nations at war upon the 
ordinary cauſes of conteſt, but as a war of a particular and 
extraordinary nature. Unfortunately that was true; but yet 
we ought to know the ſpecific object of hoſtilities, and then 
we ſhould conſider what proſpect there was of our future ſuc- 
ceſs from reflecting upon the effect of our paſt endeavours, 
and thus it would become a queſtion how far it would be po- 
litic to continue hoſtilities. But the queſtion, unfortunately 
for the country, could hardly be ſaid to be of that nature. 
He was told, when the diſpute aroſe, there were ſeveral cauſes 
for the commencement of the war; he was told when hoſti- 
lities commenced, and he had heard but little more to inform 
him upon that ſubject ſince, that the fall of the government 
of France was effential to the ſafety of our own; that their 
government was in direct hoſtility to ours, and that their ſuc- 
ceſs was incompatible with our ſecurity, He had no doubt 
but that he ſhould be told the fame thing again, and that it 
might be inſiſted upon, and therefore we could not at preſent 
negotiate, . Nor had he any doubt, but that an atrempt would 
be made to tell the Houſe, that their former deciſions were 
tantamount to this. He did not think that ſuch could fairly. 
be ſaid to be the effect of any of the deciſions of that Houſe. 
If we could go back to a fituation to which the miniſter would 
be glad to recur, namely, the time when we were at peace, 
and who, if he had the opportunity, would obſerve a conduct 
directly the reverſe of that he had purſued, we ſhould find 
the Houſe of Commons in expreſs terms thanking his Majeſty 
for abſtaining from all interference with the affairs of the 
French nation. This was in the month of December 1792, 
long after the King of France had been depoſed, and the 
French had eſtabliſhed a republican form of government; and 
alſo after many of the exceſſes for which the French had been 
ſo much and fo deſervedly blamed, had been committed. 
| Mr. Grey read part of the Addreſs to his Majeſty in anſwer 
to his Speech from the Throne at the 'meeting of Parliament 
in 1792. He did this, he ſaid, in order to ſhew that the con- 
duct of the French was as objectionable, and as revolting to 
our feelings, at that time as it had been ſince or could be at. 
preſent z and yet the Houſe of Commons were then of opi- 
nion that the form of government of France was not incom- W 
Y patible with our ſafety. Nor did he know of any thing ſince . 
in which the Houſe of Commons had given a contrary opi- 20 
8 | „ | . | nion. 9 
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nion. He had heard indeed many arguments urged to ſupport 
z contrary opinion; but he did not remember any deciſion of 
that Houſe by which that opinion had been negatived, and 
therefore he did not mean that day to propoſe any thing that 
could be deemed incompatible with whait the Houſe had al- 
ready done. It was for the Houſe to conſider whether they 
would countenance to its full extent, the opinion which the 
miniſter had often expreſſed upon the ſubject, and whether 
they would take from the Right Hon. Gentleman, and impoſe 
upon themſelves, the great reſponſibility which had hitherto 
been attached to Adminiftration only. He would aſk the 
Houſe to reflect upon the ſituation of the preſent war, and on 
the manner in which it had been commenced. It was true 
that the declaration of the war originated in France; but did 
that decide the queſtion of, Who in reality commenced the 
conteſt? Did we not refuſe all ſatisfaction to France after 
complaints were ſtated? Did we not fend away one of their 
miniſters, and refuſe to receive another? Was therefore the 
mere declaration of war the commencement of hoſtilities ? 
Moſt indubitably it was not. For theſe reaſons he regarded 
the war as a war of aggravation on our part, without ſhewing 
to the French how it might have been avoided, or how it 
could be diſcontinued, by which means there was a complete 
bar to all treaty; to take away that bar was the only object 
of his motion. 1 „ „ 
Ho far the object of the war on our part, as explained by 
the miniſter, was attainable, and how far, under the preſent cir- 
cumſtances, it was politic for this country to purſue it, Mr. 
Grey ſaid, were points which ought to be maturely conſider- 
ed. If the Houſe was indeed of opinion that the very exiſt- 
ence of this country depended on our being able to force the 
French to abandon their preſent form of government; how- 
ever diſtant and vain the hope might ſeem to him, he could 
have nothing to offer againſt our trying to accompliſh it, for 
he had no doubt that the Houſe and the country muſt de- 
termine to make every ſacrifice in their power; but he be- 
heved that the exiſtence of the government of France was 
not incompatible with the ſafety of this country, nor eſſential 
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to its permanence, and he was happy to ſay, he ſaw nothing | 
that ought to preclude our treating with them. © f 
In examining this queſtion he ſaid he ſhould not deem it 5 
neceſſary to inquire into a point which had been often inſiſted 4 
upon, namely, that one nation in ſome caſes has a right to in- ˖ 
terfere with the form of the government of another. As a | 


general propoſition he was ready to ſay he could not admit the 
right which one nation had to interfere with the ae? -7® 
n 5 eee e e 
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of another—but in certain particular caſes, he thought the 
_ propoſition might be admitted; he nevertheleſs begged it to 
be underſtood: that he did not ſubſcribe to the doctrine of in- 
terference with the governments of ſtates to an unqualified 
extent. It was not, however, to be denied, that, generally 
ſpeaking, a nation has a right to form its own government 
for itſelf, and other nations have no right to interpoſe; that 
was not a queſtion into which the diſcuſſion of this ſubje& 
would properly lead; for ſuppoſing the deſtruction of the pre- 
ſent government of France to be a deſireable object for this 
country, it became us, before we ſhould ſet about it, to in- 
quire into the proſpect which we had of ſucceeding in the at- 
tempt, and to aſk ourſelves whether the probability of accom- 
liſhing it was equal to the hazard of the enterpriſe. Here 
e muſt confeſs the view was unfavourable. He did not with 
to dwell on the circumſtances of the war, becauſe they were 
freſh in the recollection of every Member in the Houſe, and 
| becauſe they were, the latter part of them, ſo extremely diſ- 
aſtrous, that no man of any feeling or ſenſibility could review 
them without concern, or without feeling deeply for the ſate 
of this country; he feared they proved but an indifferent 
ſource of conſolation to thoſe who had predicted a favourable 
iflue to our conteſt. , He had heard with ſurpriſe the founda- 
tion which the miniſter laid for our ſucceſs in the termination 
of the preſent war; viz. the weakneſs of the French, and the 
ſtrength of Great Britain. He was aſtoniſhed, he repeated, 
at hearing this fort of argument; that was the ground, how- 
ever, on which this queſtion ſhould be confidered, and that 
was divided into two branches the chance of a counter- revolu- 
tion in France, and the reduced ſtate of their reſources.— 
With regard to a counter- revolution to be effected by force of 
arms, was it neceſſary that ſuch a poſition ſhould be argued at 
all? Was it neceſſary to recapitulate the circumſtances yhich 
made up our daily experience upon the ſubject? It was un- 
 _doubtedly true that the preſent government of France had 
countenanced and committed the moſt horrid acts of cruelty 
and murder; but was it doubted, that with all its excefles, all 
its factious contentions in the capital, all its ſhifting of power 
from one ſet of men to another, the maſs of the people were 
: firmly attached to that government; and if ſo, could” it be- 
come a queſtion whether the moderation which that govern- 
ment had lately ſhewn, would diminiſh that attachment? The 
truth was, and it would be criminal to attempt to conceal it, 
the people of France deteſted the very idea of a monarchy at 
this moment; and whatever might be the defects of their re- | 
publican form of government, a republic they were lays" 9 
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ed to have, and it was not in our power to prevent it. A re- 


public, one and jndivitble, was the object of their choice, and 


that object, whatever the miniſter of this country might think 


or ſay, they would at all hazards maintain; that would be the 


eſtabliſhed form of government in France, at leaſt by force we 


ſhould never be able to prevent it. This opinion he had formed 


at an early period of the conteſt, and every event which had 


| happened ſince, had confirmed that opinion. He profeſſed 


himſelf ready to admit, that thoſe who avow a contrary opi- 
nion, were not inconſiſtent with their premiſes, for they al- 
lege, that the French revolution was brought about by the peo- 
ple having peruſed republican writings. On the contrary, he 


maintained that the French revolution was not the reſult of 


the theory and ſpeculation of philoſophers, but that it aroſe 
out of the hardſhips and miſery which made the French hate 
and deteſt the tyranny and deſpotiſm to which it was owing. 
It was ridiculous to ſay that any people will revolt under a good 
government, merely to try the effect of theory and ſpecula- 
tion. Thoſe who were of that opinion were unacquainted 
with the character of man. He ſhould like to ſee the page in 
any hiſtory in this world, where the maſs of a people had re- 
volted from the government under which they enjoyed pro- 
tection. In reality, mankind in general were bent the other 
way; they were fond of a government, and ſometimes blind to 
its defects, while they were conſcious they were protected by 


it. He was ſorry to ſay that he was afraid this was not always 


the caſe with governments; thoſe who managed them were 
ſometimes not ſatisfied with the affection and obedience of 
the people; they would but too frequently plunder and inſult 
them: He was ſorry to ſay alſo, that governments in general 
ſeemed not to grow wiſe by experience; and this was molt 


unfortunately true in the hiſtory of revolutions. Thoſe who 
have taken an accurate view of the American revolution and 


that of France, cannot but ſee the ſtrict fimilarity they bear to 
each other. Oppreſſion was the cauſe of both. It had been 


thought that the revolution of America might have taught the 


miniſters a leſſon not to proceed as they are now doing. 
Had that been the caſe? Let them fee a little how they 


ſtood, and how the facts were upon which they ought to form 


their judgments. Three campaigns had paſſed—Had we gain- 
ed any thing? We were once ſo forward, that, in the opinion. 


of an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Jenkinſon), we might be able to 


march triumphantly to Paris; and, although he was not ſo 


ſanguine as that Hon. Gentleman, he believed at one time 


there was ſome idea that the allies might ſubdue the French, 


and that he believed might have been apprehended in the 


N National 
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National Convention; at leaſt certain it was, they thought their 


ſituation a very ſerious one. But had we gained one inch ſub- 
ſequent to that period? We had at one time made an impreſ- 
ſion on the fide of Alſace Had we gained any thing in that 
quarter ſince? Let Gentlemen recollect La Vendée, Lyons, 
Toulon, and Marſeilles —What had been the conſequence of 
the inſurrection in thoſe places; was it favourable to us? 
Me had poſſeſſion of the port of Toulon, as it was ance ſaid, 
by the affection of its inhabitants, and the hatred they enter- 
_ tained for the French republic; but it had fince appeared, that 
it was by the - treachery of a few perſons. Had we gained a 
ſingle man in favour of our cauſe by that event ?—lf we looked 
to the ſouth of France for an inſurrection, what proſpect had 
we of acquiring any thing by it? There we ſhould ſee the 
main body of the people reconciled and attached to the pre- 
{ent government. In truth, they were united to their govern- 
ment, and gave it extraordinary energy from a ſenſe of com- 


mon danger; that was ſure to be the caſe in every govern- 


ment—was it not at this very moment the caſe in our own ? 
Did we not ſee the hands of Government ſtrengthened every 
hour even upon the bare ſuſpicion of a common danger ? Had 


not the Habeas Corpus Act, the pride of Engliſhmen, been ſuſ- 


pended on that idea? Was # therefore the leſs likely to be the 
caſe in France, under all its circumſtances, than in any other 
country? With regard to any poſſible hope of a counter-revo- 


lution in France, the queſtion was at an end, either by force of 


arms or otherwiſe. | | | 
The next point which had been inſiſted upon by the miniſter 


 asa reaſon why we ſhould expect ſucceſs in the preſent war, 


Mr. Grey ſaid, was the want of reſources on the part of the 
French; that Right Hon. Gentleman had ſtated, that the 
French finances were ſo exhauſted, that he could prove from 
calculation, they could not continue the war much longer. He 
had heard much upon this ſort of reaſoning founded upon 


calculations of the ſtrength of ſtates. He had heard it from 


the commencement of the preſent war down to that moment, 
and yet the French had been ſucceſsful in proportion as we 
had depreciated their power. He had heard it in his Majeſty's 
Speech. [He read part of the King's Speech of laſt year.] 
That was the language in the year 1794, and ſuch was the 
language at preſent.—But the hiſtory of the world proved 
the fallacy of this mode of argument. They were told of the 
progreſſive and rapid decay of the reſources of the French. 
Preciſely in the ſame ſtyle had the Houſe of Commons been 
addreſſed in the year 1777, when the American war was hardly 
begun, and upon that occaſion a ſpeech was made by a perſon 
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topics was ſuperior to all that was to be collected 
_ hiſtory of nations. If that ſtatement of American reſources 
was compared with thoſe of France, it would be found, that, 
even upon that calculation, there was a prodigious advantage 


reſources. Beſides, if the population of France was looked 
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(the late Lord Chatham), to whoſe authority the Right Hon. 


Gentleman would certainly pay ſome attention. That great 


| ſtateſman had then aſked, ** Where is the man with the fore- 
head to promiſe or hope for ſucceſs in ſuch a ſituation ? or 
from perſeverance in the meaſures that have driven us to it? 
Who has the forehead to do ſo ? Where is that man? I ſhould 
| oo 0 to ſee his face.” I be OE Ihe | 


They all knew the Americans had iſſued a great quantity 
of paper money, and they were ſaid on that account to want 
reſources; it was therefore inſiſted that they muſt fall. It had 


then alſo been ſtated by way of proof of that affertion, that 
the debts of the Americans would amount to ſixty-ſix millions 
ſterling, and that the whole value of the fee ſimple of their 
_ eſtates did not amount to more than thirty-three millions. 
Such were the arguments at that day, and ſuch they were at 
_ preſent; this was the misfortune of having the affairs of the 
nation in the hands and under the direction of men who were 
unable to diſtinguiſh between the fallacy of ſuch calculations 


and the energy and enthuſiaſm of a people ſtruggling for what 
appeared to them to be their freedom, and of our being go- 
verned by men who thought that their knowledge e ſuch 

rom the 


in favour of France. [Mr. Grey quoted the report and ſpeech 
of Johannet on the ſubjet of their finances to the French Conven- 
tion, in ſupport of his argument in favour of the reſources of 


France.) The moſt exaggerated account that had been given 


of the probable debt of France amounted only to four hundred 
and twenty millions (about one hundred millions beyond the 
truth), and the value of their landed eſtate was admitted to be 
above fix hundred millions ſterling. —What, then, was to be 
ſaid on the queſtion of calculation, eſpecially when they all 
knew that the French were now adding the riches of whole 
nations to their wealth; when they have a Bank in their poſ- 
ſeſſion, which was once ſaid to be ſo cloſely connected with 
ours, that the Bank of England and that Bank were one and 
the ſame thing? But this, in truth, great and mighty as the 
advantage was in favour of the French, was not the real way 


to eſtimate the reſources of a people who, in a ſtate of revo- 


lution, were contending, as they thought, for their liberties 
and lives. They were not to be meaſured by the common et- 
forts of a people; for while there was iron in the bowels, or 
graſs upon the ſurface of the earth, there was no end to their 
to, 


x 
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to, it would be found that it amounted to one ſixth of the 


whole of Europe; add to this, the diſtracted and impoveriſhed 


ſtate of the allies, and then he believed, no man in his ſenſes 
would think of ſucceſs in another campaign againſt them; 
for it was clear, however deſireable the thing might be, it was 
impoſſible to conquer a nation determined and ready to ſpend 
their laſt ſhilling, and ſacrifice their laſt man, for the eſtabliſn- 
ment of their republican ſyſtem. 3 „ 
With regard to our own reſources, he believed them, as the 
Right Hon. Gentleman had ſtated them to be, very great; 
equal, certainly, to every thing to which they ought to be ap- 


plied; but not equal to the conqueſt of France, or to the car- 


Tying on a war of aggreſſion, for ſo he muſt again ſtate this 


war to be, as it was ayowedly for the deſtruction of the go- 


vernment of France. He would repeat it, that whatever we 


might think of ourſelves, we had not, nor could we in the 


| nature of things have, in the proſecution of this war, the 
energy and ſpirit of the French, for they muſt fight while there 


was a man or a ſhilling lefr.— What were our reſources? Had 


the Emperor improved ther: ? Let them look at what was ſaid 


upon that ſubject in his own memorial, addreſſed to the Circle 


of the Upper Rhine, wherein he ſtated that he was drained 
of men and- money, and that his army was deſtitute of pro- 


viſions and other neceſſaries, and that, from his incapacity to 


continue the war, they ought to go home. [Mr. Grey read 
an extract from the memorial.] Was it from the exertion of 


the Italian States that we expected to derive eſſential aſſiſt- 


ance? — Was it from the King of Sardinia?—Was it from 


Spain, who had already loft a great part of his own dominions, 
and was in danger of loſing the remainder ?—Was it from the 
maritime power of Naples ?—or, was it from that difgraceful 
alliance with the Empreſs of Ruſſia; who had authoriſed 
murder and devaſtation z who gave us promiſes in abundance z 
but who had not yet furniſhed us for the good common cauſe, 


a ſingle man, or a ſingle rubel? Was it from our good Ger- 
man ally, who had taken twelve hundred thouſand pounds of 


our money ?—Let them liſten to his conſtruCtion on the treaty 
which enabled him to receive that ſum of us, as alſo the opi- 
nion of the Emperor on that ſubject. The Emperor com- 


_ plained that his Pruſhan Majeſty had not brought into the 


held the fixty-two thouſand” men agreeably to his engagement. 


Ike King of Pruſſia denied our right to command any of the 
Pruſſian troqps; and contended that they ought not to march 


againſt the French, but ought to remain to defend Germany. 
[Mr. Grey read the memorials of the Emperor and the King 


of Pruſſia on this ſubject.] He wiſhed to know if any thing 
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the decree of the WO of November 1792 had been quoted. 
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like an excuſe could be given by miniſters for this wild waſte 


and profligate laviſnment of the money of the people of this 
country. The Right Hon. Gentleman had quoted a paſſage 


from an eloquent ſpeech. He might, by looking a few lines 


back in the ſame Ipecehs my GE 2 much more to e 
perpole: * 

pFßpem ſi quam adſcitis Atolüm habuiſtis i in armis | 
P dne reer 


It had been ſtated by an 1 Hon. Friend of his, that —_ bo 
way would be to leſſen our army, in order to enable us to in- 
creaſe our navy in the preſent war; that, he admitted, would 
be proper enough in the conduct of a rational war, but it 
would be ineffectual for the ſucceſs and proſecution of this. 
He believed, indeed, there were very few Gentlemen out of that 
Houſe, who knew any thing of the reſources. of France—very 
few out of that Honſe, who were acquainted with the re- 


ſources of this country—very few out of that Houſe, who had 
the ſlighteſt knowledge of the real ſtate. of our allies, who 
would give the miniſter credit for having the power, under any 


circumſtances, of deſtroying the government of France, or 


Who really believed, that at this hour it was not wiſe and re: 


dent, on our part, to endeavour to negotiate, 

He had often heard that the ſtrongeſt reaſon which a great 
nation could have for entering into a war was to defend its 
honour; and he agreed with that, becauſe it was by defending 
its honour it protected itſelf from inſult; but he never under- 
ſtood it to be ſound policy to carry this principle beyond all 
limits; on the contrary, he took this to be, as every thing in 
human affairs ought to be, ſubject to the dictates of prudence; 
and on that account this country had nothing to fear, for we 
had vindicated our honour antennen to ſecure us from future 
inſult. 

The only queſtion 25 him to conſider, and that he confeiled 
was the moſt difficult, was the general queſtion, How we 
were to ſubmit to the Aiſgrace of a negotiation ? He expected 
this to be urged to the Houſe, as he had often heard it. His 
anſwer was, that his motion did not reach that length. He 
was ready to confeſs, that, as far as his opinion went, we ought, 
under our preient circumſtances,” to begin the negotiation—. 
but his motion did not go to that effect; it was only to put 
our ſituation in a negotiable ſtate. He had heard alſo a great 
deal upon the doctrine of the National Convention of France, 
by which they were ſaid to avow a principle of intermeddling 
with the governments of other nations; and as a proof of it, 


The 
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The Houſe ought to recollect that the French Contento had 
repealed that decree, and followed that repeal with a decla- 
ration that they would never mterfere with the government of 
any other country. He had heard it ſaid, that an opportunity 
of negotiating with the French had not yet offered. He wiſhed 
to know to what period it would pleaſe Gentlemen who aſſert- 
ea this, to allude. Gentlemen on his fide of the Houſe had 
propoſed a negotiation at the commencement of the miſunder- 
ſtancling between our government and France. That was a 
proper period. We had been ſucceſsful in ſeveral inſtances. 
ſincc the commencement of hoſtilities. They were proper 
periods to negotiate, and a negotiation was recommended in 
each of theſe inſtances from that ſide of the Houſe z had a ne- 
gotiation been ſet on foot at that time, he was convinced it 
would have been effectual. It was not his fault, nor the fault 
of thoſe with whom he aCted, that this country was in ſo awful 
a fituation as it ſtood in at preſent. It was not their fault 
| that ſo much deſolation had taken place; that ſo many thou- 
ſands had loſt their lives, that the helpleſs widow had been 
made to weep, or that the orphan was left deſtitute of protec- 
tion; had the advice of his Right Hon. Friend been taken at 
an early period, all the calamity which Europe had ſuffered 
for the laſt two years might have been avoided. When that 
happy period ſhould arrive; when the bleflings of peace ſhould 
be reftored, it was impoſſible to foreſee. If the Right Hon. 
Gentleman was determined to perſiſt, as he ſaid he was, till 
the republican government of France was deſtroyed, the time 
but too probably would come firſt, when he would himſelf be 
obliged to humble the tone of his quotations: | 8 
Ante equidem ſumma de re ſtatuiſſe— 
Et vellem, et fuer at melius; non tempore tali | 
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Cogere concilium. 3 


He was aſked, ſhould we truſt to the merey of the French 
Government? Certainly not: We were a great power, and had 
great reſources; and that was an additional reaſon why we 
ſhould put our affairs in a train for negotiation. If we did ſo 
now, we could uſe the full advantage of that power and thoſe 

reſources; ſhould we exhauſt them both, and be at laſt com- 

pelled to negotiate, we ſhould then indeed be at the mercy of 
the French. Should the Right Hon. Gentleman ſay, after 
Hanover might poſſibly be added to the conqueſts of the 

French, we might {till proceed, perhaps the fertile plains of 

Lombardy might be added alſo, and every port from the Pyrennees 
to Gibraltar, and the whole of Spain— would he then ſay, 
that we were leſs at the mercy of the French than at preſent? 


Did 


— . 


332 —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 


Did the Right Hon. Gentleman really believe, that the people 
1 an this country would ſubmit for ever to be guided by ſuch 
aoöbominable policy? Did he really believe, that even at this 
hour the war was popular? Did any man in that Houſe believe 
it? he was confident of the contrary. If the Houſe of Com- 
mons was really diſpoſed to truſt the miniſters with the further 
=_ | proſecution of the war, would the Right Hon. Gentleman 
=_ declare that he could truſt his allies ? He believed that the 
1. - miniſter would not aſſure the Houſe that he had any ſuch con- 
fidence. This, therefore, was ſurely a time to put our affairs 
in a train of negotiation, as the Right Hon. Gentleman has 
been adviſed by his own friends. Should our attempts in that 
bl | reſpect prove fruitleſs, the Houſe of Commons would then be 
=_ unanimous, the People would join heart and hand, and we 
i ſhould proſecute the war with vigour z we ſhould then indeed 
=_ _ reſemble France in the only point for which ſhe was to be 
* envied- the unanimity of the people with their government. 
3 For his own part, he declared he ſhould be ready to go to the 
field, ſtand in the front of the battle; and fall in the ſervice of 
n, ot tori tg to . ANY 
le had within theſe three days ſome reaſon to think that his 
motion {ſhould be altered, becauſe an account had reached 
this country which ought to have ſome influence at leaſt, in 
that Houſe; he meant an account of the debates of the Diet 
of the Empire, in which all parties agreed, except the Land- 
grave of Heſſe, and the Elector of Hanover, that it is becom- 
ing at this time in that Empire, while preparations for the next 
campaign are continued, to make overtures to the enemy for 
a decent and equitable peace. But for the notice he had al- 
ready given of his motion, and of the preciſe words in which 
it was to be formed, perhaps the language of the Diet of 
Ratiſbon, or ſomething like that language, would be the moſt 
fitting For that Houſe to adopt, Holland, through the ill- 
Judged policy of miniſters, had, he faid, become a victim to the 
fury of the enemy, which, had timely caution been exhibited, 
might have been ſaved. After then the ſeceſſion of our allies 
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and the abſolute loſs of that country, did the Hon. Gentleman 

_ wiſh we ſhould remain alone in the conteſt, and proceed to our | 

utter run? ee eee 5 t 

This was a ſubject which it would become the Houſe to P 

conſider attentively and gravely. He had ſtated the neceſſity * 

of taking ſome meaſure to avert the further calamities of war. b 

Let Gentlemen of that Houſe, who out of doors were againſt MM 

the war, declare as much within. Let thoſe Members who gl 

| out of doors ſcrupled not to ſay, that they really thought the Wi 
„ miniſter did not intend to. proſecute the war, but that 8 * he 
1 1 | 5 actually 3 


N 
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actually negotiating at this time; let all ſuch not deceive them- 


ſelves; let them not deceive the miniſter as to the proſecution 
of the war, or to the ſupport which he was in reality to have 
in carrying it on; but let their votes follow the dictates of 


their hearts. 


This was not a queſtion whether, as had been 
ſtated on a former night, the predictions of one ſet of men, or 


the opinions of another, had been juſtified by events, but 
a queſtion of magnitude and importance to the country. Mr. 
Grey concluded with an apt quotation, implying that as miniſ- 


ters had ſhewn nothing but incapacity on their part, it would 
not be prudent in that Houſe to repoſe confidence in their 


future conduct. He then moved, © That the exiſtence of the 
| preſent government of France ought not to be conſidered as 
precluding, at this time, a negotiation for peace.” 


Mr. W. Smith ſeconded the motion. He conceived that it 
was his duty, upon an occaſion like this, to deliver his ſenti- 
ments with honeſty and freedom. After what had been urged 

by the Hon. Gentleman who had juſt ſat down, he had little 


new to advance. There was a path, however, hitherto untrod- 
den, through which he would beg leave to lead the Members 
of the Houſe. It was ſhort, and it would not occupy them 
long, The reflections which would naturally occur from the 
obſervations he was about to make, he was ſorry to ſay, would 
inſpire them with ſenſations of ſorrow, uncaſineſs, and pain; 
but by the conſequences which might enſue, he hoped they 


would be ſucceeded by feelings of a very different nature. 
The preſent criſis was a moſt awful one. His Hon. Friend 


had declared that it was not the object of his motion to pre- 


ſcribe the neceſſity, or the mode, of negotiation to his Majeſty's 
miniſters. He did not fiffd fault, but he would beg leave to 
obſerve, that by delaying propoſing terms for peace, the diſſi- 


culty of obtaining it would increaſe to an alarming magnitude, 


till at laſt they ſhould be compelled by imperious neceſlity, to 


which the ſtiffeſt necks and the proudeſt ſpirits muſt ſometimes 
| bow, to ſue for it, perhaps on very diſhonourable terms. The 
train of reflection into which he wiſhed at preſent to lead their 


minds, and to which he would entirely confine himſelf, was the 


reſemblance which ſubſiſts between the preſent conteſt, and 
that from which we are ſcarcely recovered. It was not, he 
preſumed, neceſſary to fay, that he alluded to the American 
war. The points of reſemblance had not ſtruck him till lately; 
but upon a little conſideration, they would be found to be both 
many in number, and great in degree. He confeſſed, that ar- 
guments from analogy -were not always concluſive ; but the 
wiſdom which we learn from experience, and which is juſtly 


held in fo high oftimation, when applied to exifling circum» 


{tances, 
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ſtances, may be conſidered as ſo many analogical arguments in 


_ ſupport of the mode of acting which we adopt. Indeed all 


the wiſdom that we derive from hiſtory reſts on analogical 


argument. The revolution in America was generated by the 
ſame principle with that in France, a ſpirit of independence, 


conceiving itſelf inſulted by thoſe to whom they had paid 


allegiance, and ſcorning longer to wear the chains which were 


forged by its oppreſſors. They were told, that in France there 
are a numerous ſet of royaliſts, that a great proportion are at- 
tached to the ancient government, and that they will break 
thoſe iron bands, with which the revolutionary demagogues 
keep them enſlaved. The ſame language was held at the com- 
mencement of the American conteſt. We have been told, 
that the revolution in France is a rebellion, which it will require 
no great efforts to cruſn: That its partiſans want unanimity, 
want ſtrength, and want reſources, to conſolidate it into a re- 
gular government. Governments may have learnt, long 


before this time, that when the ſpirit of a people is rouſed, it 


is not a confederacy of deſpots, it is not viſionary theories, 
nor calculations grounded upon a few detached papers, that will 
defeat their purpsſe. In America, that ſpirit which prevailed, 


it was ſaid, ſpoke only the ſentiments of a petty and con- 
temptible faction, deſtitute of principle, union, money, arms, 
_ ammunition, And reſources; which domineered over a more 
numerous body of well- affected and loyal ſubjects, reſiſted 
. every aſſault, and at laſt triumphed over all oppoſition. From 


the iſſue of that calamitous war, we might have learned, that 
when the people of any country are rouſed to defend what 
they believe to be their rights, it is not by counting majorities 
in Parliament that they are to be ſubdued. They were then 
told of inefficient ſucceſſes which inſpired confidence, and of 
reverſes which ought not to diminiſh hope, for that, from all 


the circumſtances, the rebels muſt be overcome. So late as 


December 1781, Parliament was told from the Throne - that 
the war was ſtill unhappily prolonged, that the province of 
Virginia was evacuated by the Britiſh army, but that, as we 
tendered the proſperity of the country, and the preſervation 
of thoſe rights upon which its honour and ſafety depended, a 
vigorous proſecution of the war was abſolutely neceſſary; and 
that his Majeity, firmly relying on Divine Providence, and the 


valour of his troops, expected a happy iſſue to the conteſt. | 
And, in 1782, a Member of that Houſe, now a Noble Earl 


(Mr. Welbore Ellis), informed the Houſe, that a faction had 
ſprung up in America, which, though leſs numerous than the 
Loyaliſts, could only be ſubdued by, force. The application 
of theſe facts to the preſent iuſtance was too obvious to * 
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„ He knew too much of human nature to ſuppoſe, 
that any man, or ſet af men, can be eaſily biaſſed from their 
purpoſe, which, from particular theories, they have — 


and to which they may be attached from certain habits of act- 


ing; but he was confident, that the application could not fail 


forcibly to ſtrike every impartial and attentive conſiderer. 
There were other points of reſemblance which he could not 


refrain from mentioning. The Amerigan war was undertaken 


with the firmeſt conviction that it would prove ſucceſsful, and 


that it would come to an early and happy termination. One 


Gentleman of rank in the army, in particular had, on a cer- 
tain occaſion, ſaid in that Houſe, that with five regiments of 
Engliſh ſoldiers, he would march from one extremity of the 


Continent to the other. In the American war we had, in fact, 
_ teſtified the fame contempt for the enemy, and the ſame con- 


fidence in ourſelves, as in the preſent conteſt. In both we had 


attempted to employ the ſame means, and with preciſely equal 
ſucceſs. - The People and the Houſe had been led into it from 


a notion that it would ſoon be over, and that a fingle cam- 
paign would be ſufficient to bring it to a termination. In pro- 
portion, however, as the conteſt advanced, its ooncluſion 


became hopeleſs. In ſhort, it ſerved in every point of view as 


a prototype and a warning with reſpect to the war in which the 
country was now unhappily engaged. What could exceed the 


ſanguine expectations of miniſters at the commencement of the 
_ preſent war? expectations which ſeem to have elevated them 


to the higheſt pitch of hope, merely to experience the moſt 


mortifying ſhocks of diſtppointment. On a motion made for 
peace during the American war, a Noble Lord had faid, 
* That the majority of the people of this country were attach- 


ed to the meaſures of Government, and that the petitions 
which were then ſubmitted to Parliament, were merely the 
laſt ſtruggles of an expiring faction.“ He quoted the ſen- 


_ tence, not to excite the People ro diſcontent, to clog the 


wheels of Government, or to ſhew the juſtice or injuſtice of 


the war; But he contended that the friends of peace are a4 


majority of the community, and that any contrary repreſent- 


ation, which of late had not been unfrequently heard from rhe 


other fide of the Houſe, was as falſe and groundleſs now as it 
was then. In the courſe of the war there have occurred a 
great variety of marks of ſimilarity. The American war was 
begun with the utmoſt contempt of the enemy. Of the arro- 
gant vaunting and ſupercilious abuſe, of which miniſters had 
been ſo profuſe at the beginning'of this conteſt, few he ſup- 
poſed would require to be put in mind. The manner in which 


doth have been carried on is exactly ſimilar. The communi- 
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cations and the force of the emigrants have, in both caſes, 
been unwiſely confided in. It was ſuppoſed that the undiſ- 
ciplined Americans could not ſtand the ſhock of a diſciplined 
European army; whereas it was found, by woful experience, 


that the Britiſh ſoldiers gave way in almoſt every attack, to the 


furious aſſault of the undaunted ſavages of America! Com- 
manders of the firſt rank and military character, inſtead of 
gathering freſh laurels, loſt their former glory and reputation, 


And how have our armies and our ableſt Generals fared in 


France, in Flanders, and in Holland? They have experienced 
nothing but defeat and diſappointment! We had partial 
ſucceſſes in the American war, as well as in this, and their 
effects are the ſame. One campaign was to put an end to the 


preſent war; a ſecond came unexpectedly, but they were 
| affured it could not poſſibly laſt to the end of the fecond. We 
were. Mr. Smith ſaid, in a fituation calamitous and forlorn be- 


yond any precedent, and were called upon to make a vigorous 


exertion to complete it in the third. Experience had proved, 


that we had not force tuthcient to ſubjugate America, and he 
deſpaired of our ever being able to over-run France, if it was 
not merely for the purpoſe of diſplaying able generalſhip in 
the retreat. In ſhort, if the American war had been ſet up as 


a warning to miniſters againit entering into the preſent wer 


with France, events could not have more exactly correſponded. 
From the defection of General Arnold, great things were ex- 
pected, and none were produced: From the revolt of Dumou- 
rier, ſimilar expectations were entertained, and ſimilar diſap- 
pointments experienced. In the courſe of the French conteſt 
alſo, General Dumourier in the height of victory, and after 
the moſt brilliant. ſucceſſes in the cauſe of freedom, had re- 
vohed from the ſtandards of the French; and being Com- 
mander in Chief, endeavoured to perſuade the whole army he 
commanded, to join with him in the cauſe of the allied powers: 
This the army, all but a very inconſiderable number, flatly 
refuted, and he became a ſolitary wanderer in conſequence of 
his defection 3 having ruined his own fame without doing the 
leaſt ſervice to the allics, whoſe cauſe he had eſpouſed. He 
remembered alio that after the victory of Lord Cornwallis at 
Camden, the then Secretary of State here, wrote to his Lor- 
ſhip „that the miniſtry doubted not but that all. America, 
ſouth of the Delaware, would ſubmit to his Lordſhip's arms 
belore the end of that campaign.” In the ſame manner, after 
the taking of Conde and Valenciennes by the allied powers, 
ſome Gentlemen in that Houſe immediately conceived, that 
the next progreſſive ſtep 'would be to march to Paris. Yet 
both theſe had turned out the reverſe; for inſtead of the Ame- 
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ricans ſubmiting to Lord Cornwallis, they had obliged him and 


his whole army to ſurrender themſelves prifoners of war; and 
in lieu of the allied armies marching to Paris, after the capture 


of Valenciennes, they had been driven firft out of France, next 


out of Belgium, and laſtly out of Holland. | 


America, when at war with us, was ſupported by France, 
and afterwards by Spain. and Holland. As yet France 


had received no acceſſion of ſtrength, but that of Great 


Britain was confiderably diminiſhed by the defection of her 


allies. ' Similar endeavours were uſed in America to what have 


been made in France, for compreſiing the ſentiments of the 
people into one channel. In America, and upon the Conti- 
nent, the ſame complaints have been made of the rapacity of 
the army, a rapacity of which, in the preſent inſtance, he did 


not accvſe the Engliſh ſoldiers, at leaſt for which he did not 
blame them, as any exceſſes of which they have been guilty, 
have been the conſequence of diſappointments, the want of 
ſupplies, and bad treatment. In both wars we have had occa- 


ſion to ſubſidize foreign powers. In the laſt war, we ex- 


pended 1,500,000. for the ſake of 18,000 men; but the time 
was certainly paſt, when ſuch a ſubſidy can be faid to have 
been extravagant. They have both been conducted with the 
ſame ſpirit, and the ſame arguments had been uſed. for the 


purpoſe of deluding the people of this country with regard to 


the reſources, firſt of America, and then of France. Congreſs 
paper dollars, and French aſſignats, were at ſuch a tremendous 
difcount and depreciation in value, that it would be impoſſible 


for them to carry on the war much longer. This for a length 
of time ſucceeded in blinding the people, but the fatal bubble 


at length appeared too plain to be any longer. believed. With 
reſpect to the reſources of the French, it was rather extraor- 
dinary to hear the minifter boaſt of their being ſo nearly ex- 


hauſted, when it appeared by a very recent report made to the 
Convention, that they confiſted of a ſum amounting to 


600,000,000). ſterling. Mr. Smith ſaid, he could not wonder 


at the ſame artifices being uſed now, and the ſame arguments 


reſorted to, which had been during the Ameri:an war, when 
he looked on the Gentlemen who at the preſent moment com- 
poſed the miniſtry. Many of them were leading or ſubordi- 
nate Members of the then Adminiſtration z and when he caſt 


his eye on the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him, and 


ſaw him ſurrounded by the motley group, it convinced him 


that there was one thing in which head not failed to copy his 


Noble Father, and that was in the formation of a miniſtry. In 
the Adminiſtration of that time there was a moſt heteroge- 
neous mixture of men of different ſentiments and parties; or, 
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333 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commont, 
in the words of Mr. Burke, it was an Adminiſtration unſafe to 
touch, and unſure to ſtand upon. Whether the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration merited that character, time would ſhew ;—but, 
for one, he would be bold to aſſert, it would be unſafe to truſt 
it with the intereſts of the ſtate. Both Adminiſtrations had 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by. a total diſregard to predictions, 
and the predictions uttered by the opponents of each have 
been juſtified by the ſubſequent facts. The objects of both 
Wars have been continually varying and undefined. The 
American war was ſometimes termed a war of neceſlity, at 
other times of rebellion, and at-other times of ſupremacy.— 
The objects of the preſent war have been almoſt as various as 
the cataſtrophes with which it has been attended ; and of late, 
they had found out, that it was unconditional ſubmiſſion on 
the part of French that they were contending for. The op- 
poſers of the American war were accuſed of being enemies to 
property, and the order of ſociety ; the oppoſers of the preſent 
war were branded with ſimilar characters. The event of the 
American war is well known; from a war ariſing from ſimilar 
cauſes, conducted on ſimilar principles, and marking its courſe 
with ſimilar diſaſters, we might expect a ſimilar iſſue. Con- 
cluſions, he knew, of a different nature, would be drawn by 
ſome Gentlemen ; but when the parallel was impartially con- 
ſidered, he knew of one only which the circumſtances of the 
_ caſe would juſtify, He truſted that the Houſe of Commons 
would'no longer remain blind to it, and that they would act 
in a manner ſuitable to the ſerious impreſſion which it was 
calculated to make, and could ſcarcely fail to produce. = 
Mr. Adams and The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe at the 
- fame time, Mr. Adams had caught the Speaker's eye, and 
proceeded. He faid, that he differed with the Right Hon. 
Gentleman who made the motion. He did not think this was 
a proper time to enter into a negotiation z if the propoſal of 
peace were even to come at this moment from the French to 
us, he ſhould much doubt whether it would not be detrimental 
to our intereits to accept it. He declared he had the greateſt 
confidence in the exertions of our navy, which he doubted not 
would always prove the ſafeguard of this nation. He thought 
the Hon. Gentleman who made the motion had forgotten a 
part of the Addreſs of the Houſe to his Majeſty, which he de- 
' fired to be ca. VVA V 
[The paſſage of the Addreſs alluded to was read.] 
Mr. Adams then ſaid, he thought that Addreſs was, and 
ought to be conſidered as a direct negative upon the purport of 
the preſent motion. 5 „„ 3 
| | The 
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Dye Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated, that he aroſe at this 
period of the debate, as he was extremely deſirous of taking 


the earlieſt opportunity to deliver his ſentiments on the preſent 
important queſtion. Before, however, he ſtated the grounds of his 


2 objection to the reſolution moved by the Hon. Gentleman, and 
before he propoſed the Amendment, which he meant to ſub- 


mit to the Houſe, he was anxious that they might be fully in 
poſſeſſion, both of the repeated declarations of his Majeſty, and 


the ſentiments that had been expreſſed by Parliament on former 
| _ occaſions. For this purpoſe, he deſired the Clerk to read a 
paſſage from his Majeſty's Speech on the 21ſt of January 1794, 


and the anſwer of the Houſe 3; and likewiſe part of the declar- 


ation of the 2gth of October 1793, and the declaration of the 


20th of November 1793, at Toulon. 

Theſe being read by the Clerk, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
cheguer ſaid, he ſhould take the liberty, in the courſe of what 
he had to offer to the Houſe, to contend, that there was no- 


thing atpreſent in the ſituation of the country, or of Europe, 
which ought to induce the Houſe to depart from the ſenti- 
ments recorded in thoſe declarations ; from the ſentiments 


expreſſed from the Throne, and from thoſe ſentiments which 


had received the approbation of Parliament. He ſhould con- 


tend that the motion that had been made was directly incon- 
ſiſtent with thoſe principles, and he ſhould farther contend, 


that, whatever there was in the,preſent ſituation of the coun- 


try, it called on the Houſe, inſtead of acceding to the Hon, 


Gentleman's motion, to ſhew to our enemies and to the 
world, that we did not ſhrink from thoſe ſober and rational 


principles which we had uniformly maintained. With that 
view, he thought it rigkt in the outſet to mention the preciſe 
nature and terms of the Amendment he meant to propoſe, 
which was as follows: 15 | 


That under the preſent circumſtances, this Houſe feels itſelf called 
upon to declare its determination firmly and ſteadily to {upport his Majefty 
in the vigorous proſecution of the preſent jult and neceſſary war, as afford- 

ing, at this time, the only reaſonable expectation of permanent ſecurity and 
peace to this country : And that, for the attainment of theſe objects, this 
| Houſe relies with equal confidence on his Majeſty's intention to employ vi- 

gorouſly the force and reſources of the country, in ſupport of its eſſential in» 

tereſts ; and on the defire uniformly manifeſted by his Majeſty, to effect a 
pacification on juſt and honourable grounds with any government in France, 


under whatever form, which ſhallappear capable of maintaining the accuſtom- | 


ed relations of peace and amity with other countries. 


He 
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le begged to refer the Houſe to the authentic declarations 
of Parliament and of the Crown on this ſubjeA, from which 
_ it clearly appeared, that his Majeſty from the Throne had 

avowed ſentiments which they the nſelves had alſo ſtated in 

ſpeeches in that Houſe, and which he believed, to a greater or 
leſs extent, had been adopted by every man in that Houſe and 
in the country, namely, that it would be a deſireable iſſue of 
the preſent ſtate of things, to ſee the re-eſtabliſhment of ſome 
government in the form of a monarchy in France. His Ma- 
jeſty had declared his defire to co-operate with thoſe who were 
willing to effect that re-eſtabliſhment. That nothing was 
more juſtiſiable, and, under the preſent circumſtances, would 
be more political, than to direct the efforts of this country to 
_ avail itſelf of any opening in that country, if any there was, to 
facilitate che re-eſtabliſhment of ſome monarchical government, 
Was plain, obvious, and explicit: On the other hand, it was 
equally clear, that his Majeſty's ſentiments and the language 
of Parliament were not to be tried by doubtful conſtructions 
or plauſible miſreprefentations, but by the moſt ſolemn writ- 

ten documents. 2 85 | La 0 N 

In fact, the reſtoration of monarchy, upon the old principles, 
had never been ſtated by his Majeſty, by Government, or by 

Parliament, as a fine qua non, as preparatory to peace. Not 

only ſo, but it had never been ſtated that any one ſpecific and 

particular form of government was deemed on our part ne- 
ceſſary before we could negoriate for peace. It had been Rated, 
that his Majeſty had no defire to interfere in the internal 
affairs of France; and as long as that country had abſtained 

from interfering with the government of other nations, till a 
direct and abſolute aggreſſion had been made on this country, 

and till hoſtilities had been actually commenced, his Majeſty 
adhered ſtrictly to that declaration, and abſtained from any 

ſuch interference: When that interference took place, 

which was agreeable to every experience and practice of the 
world, and juſlihable on every plain principle of the law of 
nations, his Majeſty ſtill reſtrained himſelf to that degree of 
interference which was neceſſary for his own ſecurity and 
that of Europe; and that the only deſcription he gave of the 
ſpecies of government which he was defirous of ſeeing eſta- 
bliſhed, was not that which he thought moſt eligible ; it was 
not that which he thought moſt free from objection, one form 
of government and another compared ; but any government 
which was fufficient for the purpoſes of other nations. When 
his Majeſty feit himſelf under the neceſſity of looking at the 
government of France, he looked at it certainly not ng: 

| He | He. | a Wl 
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a wiſh which muſt naturally ariſe in every generous heart, 


that it might be adapted for the proſperity, and happineſs of 
thoſe who were to live under it. But with a view to negotia- 


tion and to peace, his Majeſty did not look at it with that 
view, or for that purpoſe. He could only look at it for Engliſh 


views and for Englith purpoſes, to ſee whether it held out the 


ſolid grounds of treating with any degree of reaſonable ſecuri- 


ty, for the performance of engagements that uſually ſubſiſted, 
and was to be found in the exiſting ſyſtem of the different 
Powers of Europe, without being liable to that new and un- 
exampled order of things, that ſtate of anarchy and confuſion, 
- which had for years exiſted in France. That having been the 


true meaſure and extent of the declarations made by his Ma- 


jeſty and by Parliament, he conceived that no man in that 


Houſe, on looking back to them, would with he had not made 


| thoſe declarations ; that no man would feel they were not 
made on juſt principles, or that they did not ariſe from a fair 


view of the circumſtances and neceſſity of the caſe. He had 


_ endeavoured to ftate his amendment almoſt in the very form 
of his Majeſty's declarations. The Hon. Gentlemen on the 


other fide of the Houſe, were of opinion, that in no caſe the 
form of government in another country ought to be confidered 
as having any influence on the ſecurity of a treaty, but that 
we ought only to look to the terms and conditions of the 
treaty, without regarding the power, the authority, the cha- 


racter, the nature and circumſtances of the government that 
made it, or the ſtate of that government. To that doctrine, 


however, he could never aſſent. He muſt contend, that 


every nation at war with another, ought not to treat for peace 


with a government that could not give ſecurity. He was not 


ready, therefore, to treat with the preſent government of 


France; nor with any government, under any circumſtances, 
or at any time, but with ſuch a government as ſhould appear 
capable of maintaining the accuſtomed forms of peace and 
amity with other nations. x | 

That the ſituation of France, fince the commencement of 


the preſent war, had been ſuch, that there did not exiſt in that 
country a government capable of maintaining with other na- 


tions the accuſtomed relations he had ſtated that it was in 
2 ſituation in which no ſecurity that could be given to a peace, 
made it preferable to the continuing of a dithcult and hazardous 
war—was a propoſition which is was neceflary for him to 
maintain, It was a propoſition that had been maintained again 
and again in that Houſe, and by ſome of the Gentlemen who 
now ſeemed to think tha; treaty ought to be attempted. He 
conceived, as it appeared on the face of the argument of that 
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day, that the Hon. Mover and others could not expect any 
conſiderable part of the Houſe to agree with them, either in 
their principles or their concluſions. They ſet out with ob- 
ſerving, that the war was not a war originating in aggreſſion 


on the part of France, and that we had not that proof of the 
hoſtile intentions of France towards this country, which would 


demonſtrate that the war was juſt and neceſſary in its origin. 
It had, as he had juſt obſerved that day, been denied that the 


war commenced by aggreſſion on the part of France; but that 


in fact it had originated with this country. To ſuch an aſſer- 
tion neither he, nor thoſe who had acted with him, could ac- 
cede, without ſacrificing every principle upon which they had 
Hitherto called for and received the zealous and uniform ſup- 


Port of the country. But that was not all. The Hon. Mover, 


and thoſe who ſupported him, muſt contend, that throughout 
the whole of the French Revolution, from the very commence- 


ment of it, during the reign of the two tyrants Briſſot and 


Robefpierre, as well as under the preſent ſyſtem of Moderan- 
tiſm, there was no one period in what was falſely termed the 
Republican Government, even in the moſt bloody part of the 
reign of Robeſpierre, there was no one pauſe of anarchy and 
confuſion, even when that government was ſupported by ter- 
ror, and declared to be ſupported by enthuſiaſm, at the moment 
when the ſyſtem of terror was working its own deſtruction ; 
there was no one period in which the Government of France 


did not poſſeſs ſufficient ſtability or authority founded on a 


permanent baſis, in which it did not poſſeſs a ſufficient com- 
munity of intereſt with the people, a ſufficient intereſt in the 
hearts of the people, a ſuflicient guard for its own engage- 
ments, ſufficient power, ſufficient moderation of ſentiment, 
to afford this country a rational proſpect of ſecurity. 
From the beginning of the war to that moment, ſuppoſing 
the terms. of peace could be ſettled, we were not, according 
to the Hon, Mover, and thoſe who agreed with him, to con- 
ſider our ſecurity as affected by the internal ſituation of France. 


The Houſe had not ſaid ſo: The Houſe had ſaid directly the 


"reverſe ; and he hoped the Houſe would ſay the ſame thing 


again. Every man in the Houſe and in the country mult be 
fatisfed that, in the termination of every war, there were 
two objects, reparation and ſecurity, but the great object was 
ſecurity. Reparation was only an auxiliary, only a ſubordi- 


nate object. Would any man tell him that a nation like 


France, put into a ſituation perfectly new, into a ſituation 
directly the reverſe of all the exiſting governments on earth, 
deſtroying the foundations and the bonds of all political ſociety, 

e 8 break 
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breaking down the diſtinction of all ranks, and ſubverting 
the ſecurity of property; a government pretending to put a 


whole nation into a ſituation of pretended equality; not the 
equality of laws, but an actual equality, an equality contrary 


. to the phyſical inequality of men. Would any man tell him, 
that we ought to make peace with a government conſtructed 
upon ſuch principles, which had attempted, by every means 


in its power, to moleſt its neighbours, to impoveriſh and 
diſtreſs itſelf z to propagate its pernicious principles, to make 


converts, and to hold out the means of ſeducing other na- 


tions; and that had followed that up by open and direct acts 
of aggreſſion, by a poſitive violation of treaties, and Jaſtly, 
by an open declaration of war? This country ſcrupulouſly 
and religiouſly obſerved a neutrality, while it could hope or 
have a reaſonable proſpect, that the miſchiefs of the French 
revolution . would be confined within their own territories. 
We remained paſſive ſpectators of the conduct of France, 
until the very moment that we againſt our will were forced 
into the conteſt. And would any man ſay that it was ra- 
tional, under any circumſtances, to attempt to negotiate a 


peace without taking into conſideration the idea of ſecurity, 


the attainment of which, as already obſerved, was the great 
and primary object of every war? The whole queſtion was 
narrowed to a ſingle and a plain point war being at all times 
one of the greateſt of human evils, and never to be tolerated 
on any other grounds than that the evils of war were leſs 
painful upon the whole, than the dangers attending an inſe- 
cure and diſhonourable peace. The whole queſtion from 
time to time ſince the commencement of hoſtilities, reſolved 
itſelf into a compariſon of theſe two evils. They muſt not 
impiouſly imagine they could explore the ſecrets of Provi- 
dence, and define the. preciſe point to which the fortune of 


war might compel them; that would be to arrogate more 


than belongs to human wiſdom, and, like other preſumptions, 
muſt terminate in error and diſappointment. They muſt 


proceed on general principles, which he could fairly deſcribe. . 
For the application ariſing from the circumſtances, he mu. . 


refer to the wiſdom of Parliament, 'The general principle 
he had ſtated was, that they ought not to regard the parti- 
cular form of the government, but to look to the \whole, to 
all the circumftances, whether it was or was not a govern- 
ment that could give them a reaſonable degree of ſecurity. _ 

The immediate queſtion between the Hon. Mover and him 
was, whether the preſent circumſtances of the internal ftate 
and government of. France did or did not afford a proſpect of 


iufficient ſecurity for a peace, ſo as to make it wiſe on the 
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part of this country to negotiate it? That was a queſtion of 
infinite importance. It was, whether the government of 
France was ſuch, at that moment, as to hold out that degree 
of reaſonable ſecurity from any treaty of peace which might 
be concluded. as to make it, under all the preſent circum- 
' ſtances, preferable to the vigorous proſecution of the war ? 
What did they naturally look to in the ſtate of any country, 
but to the manner in which they performed their engage- 
ments? They looked to their ſtability—to their apparent 
authority—and to the reliance they could place in their pacific 
diſpoſitions. He would not dwell on theſe circuinſtances, 
Let them recollect what had been generated under that ſyſtem, 
and thoſe principles that were now. prevalent in France. 
They had ſeen them producing and exhibiting hitherto, not 
a government, but a ſucceſſion and ſeries of revolutions, for 
that was the proper ſituation in which France had ſtood ſince 
the commencement of the preſent war. The terror. of this 
revolution had been ſuſpended a little more than fix months. 
They had ſeen the reign and fall of Briſſot; they had ſeen 
the reign and fall of Robeſpierre; and they now ſaw the 
eee a ſyſtem that was called moderantiſm. They 
ad to recollect that Gentlemen on the other ſide. of the Houſe 
held out to them the ſame ſort of arguments for entering 
into a treaty with France almoſt on the extinction of theſe 
two tyrants. Arguments were then produced of the ſtability 
of the government; and they now ſaw what was the ground 
of ſecurity, and how much they ought to depend on ſuch ar- 
guments. But he did not wiſh to reſt the queſtioh ſolely on 
the ground of ſo many ſucceſhve changes: But, whether the 
manner in which they had cried up the ſovereignty of the 
people, whether the manner in which the pride and paſſions 
of the populace had been erected into the criterion and rule 
of government, afforded any rational ground of ſecurity to 
any peace that could poſſibly be made. If that was not ſo, 
what were the particular grounds of permanence now exiſting 
in France, that ought to give us dependence on its ſtability 
more than formerly, in the time of Briſſot and Robeſpierre! 
The mere queſtion of moderantiſm would not be ſufficient for 
that purpoſe. Though there was ſome relaxation of the ſe- 
verity and terror of former times, that would not be ſufficient. 
It was a moderation which aroſe only from compariſon. The 
ſyſtem of revolutionary tribunals was not varied. That great 
leading article on which the happineſs of the people ſo ma- 
terially depended was not eſſentially varied, whatever it might 
be in mode or degree. He ſaid he would not tire the Houſe 
on that ſubject, but examine what were the leading _ ro 
85 F which 
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which they ought to turn their attention. Some of them 
had been enumerated by a Noble Friend of his (Lord Morn- 
ington) at the beginning of laſt ſeſſion, with a force of lan- 
guage and of argument, which had made too ſtrong an im- 
; Pe upon the minds of thoſe who heard him to be readily 
forgotten. He had then moſt clearly ſhewed the influence of 
public opinion, as unfavourable to the permanence of the 
government, and paving the way for its deſtruction. He 
faid he mentioned this for the purpoſe of ſhewing, that when 


the power of Robeſpierre was at its height, it was underſtood 


by the other fide of the Houſe as a powerful argument of 


the great ſtability of the. government. That tyrant poſſeſſed 


the greateſt degree of power and terror that ever exiſted z 


whereas the preſent rulers of France being diſarmed of that 


force, had only the chance of being ſupported by the opinion 
of the 8 wy Look at the manner in which the revenue 
was at preſent collected in France. Did the-preſent govern- 

ment recommend itſelf by the greater moderation. of the 


means it uſed ? , Within a little more than a year and a half, 


the confiſcations that took place in that devoted country, and - 


which were the refources. of the preſent government, ex- 


ceeded THREE HUNDRED MILLIONS STERLING, That 
was the amount of the confiſcations from May 1793 to the 
month of May laſt, And theſe confiſcations were founded 
on what ?—Upon that which would be looked upon by a 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and by this country in general, 
with horror. That immenſe ſum did not ariſe from ſeizing 


the fortunes of exiled Nobles and Emigrants, but from con- 
fiſcations made long after. They had ſeized as forfeitures 


the property of all perſons who remained in the country, but 


who were poſſeſſed of landed eſtates, and had ſhewn the 
ſmalleſt diſlike to the revolution. Having exiled the whole 


nobility and. great landed proprietors in the courſe of a year 


and an half, they had, after that, collected that great ſur, 


Whether the charge of guilt, upon which that confiſcation 


had. been grounded, had been falſely or truly applied, it 
equally made for his argument. In one view, it furniſhed 
the ſtrongeſt proof of oppreſſion in conſequence of the ſyſtem 
of terror, and if it was conſidered in another view, it was an 


inconteſtible proof of the diviſion of the ſentiments of the 


people of France, which contradicted the obſervations of the 


Hon. Mover, who talked in ſuch ſtrong terms of that united 


people, and yet three hundred millions ſterling were taken 
from thoſe perſons who did not admire the principles of the 


| revolution. Taken in the other view, it might be conſidered 


as the fruits of the bloody. maffacres that took place under the 


+ Re ___ dominion. 
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nation, in ſo ſhort a time, ſhould have renounced the relgier 
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dominion of Robeſpierre. It would appear then, what weight 
was due to the aſſertion, that all the French were united in 
one cauſe, when the great reſources by which they had been 
able to carry on the war, had been derived almoſt entirely 
from the fund of confiſcation and proſeription, and had been 
the fruits and harveſt of the bloody maſſacres which had 
marked the different periods of their revolution, and conſiſted 
of that ſyſtem, on their profeſſed deteſtation of which they 
built their power, and by the deſtruction of which alone, 
they attempted to ſupport it, and acquire the confidence, af- 
fection, and good- will of the country. If theſe had hitherto 


formed its principal reſources, in renouncing the ſyſtem of 


Robe ſpierre, the preſent. government had crippled their 


power of action, and deprived themſelves of the means of 


exertion. ODS J ĩ] ùͥVn We ITE aL ON 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer next called the attention 
of the Houſe to the ſtate of the agriculture and commerce of 


France. He faid he wiſhed to deſcribe the preſent ſtate of 


the agriculture and commerce of that country, not from any 
reports which the Hon. Mover might ſuppoſe had come to 
his hands from thoſe who were friendly to him: His reporters 
were certainly not perſons immediately dependent on him, 
or thoſe who had any good-will towards him. They were 
the Members of the National Convention of France, who 
made reports to that aſſembly from the ſeveral Committees. 
According to thoſe reports, their agriculture was extingui/bed ; 
their commerce annihilated. That was the ſituation in which 
France ſtood. They had declared they were willing to re- 
animate commerce; but the preſent actual ſituation of the 


country was ſuch as he had deſcribed, See whether, in fact, 


they had afforded any relief to commerce, and to the agri- 
culture of the country, and whether they had any jult title to 
the love and affection of the bulk of the people. 3 
He next adverted to the ſtate of juſtice in the country. 
All ſanguinary cruelties had been committed through the 
medium of revolutionaty tribunals; and though they were 


eſs cruel under the preſent government, they were only ſo 
by compariſon with the former ſyſtem, properly denominated 


the ſyſtem of terror. 


_ He deſired the Houſe to look at the 3 religion in 


France, and aſked them if they would willingly treat with a 


nation of atheiſts. He did not wiſh to conſider them in that 


point of view. God forbid that we ſhould look on the body 


of the people of France as atheiſts, whatever might be the 


caſe with ſome individuals. It was not poſſible that a whole 
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of their fathers, forgotten all the principles in which they had 
been educated, , e the feelings of nature, and ſub- 
dued the workings of conſcience. To the larger proportion of 


the maſs, there could not be an heavier burden than to be 
deprived of the exerciſe of that religion, and to be deprived 


of it in a eountry that called itſelf a land of liberty, and 


which ſet out on the principles of toleration, in a country 
which ſuppoſed itſelf to enjoy more than human liberty: And 


yet, under the preſent moderate government, he believed 4 
propoſition had been made, to ſolemnize the Chriſtian reli- 


gion; when the Convention paſſed to the order of the day, 


propoſing forthwith to eſtabliſh a plan of decadal Pagan feſti- 


_ vals, and accompanied by a declaration, that all the prieſts 


ſhould be detained in priſon till that new religion was eſta- 
bliſhed. Although the preſent Convention of France profeſs 
to have renounced the crimes and crueltics of their predeceſ- 
ſors, yet, fince they had been in a ſtate of pure mnocence, 


had there been more apparent unanimity among thoſe in 
whom the preſent government ſubſiſted? On the contrary, 


there never had been ſtronger inſtances of oppoſition, diſtrac- 


tion, and confuſion. They were continually recriminating 


on each other the guilt of thoſe very cruelties he had been 
ſtating. Did he ſay then that the preſent ſyſtem of govern- 
ment in France mutt neceſſarily fall? He ſaid no ſuch thing. 


Did he then ſay that the preſent rulers of France might not ex- 


tricate themſelves in ſome degree from that abuſe, and follow 
a more juſt and prudent line; and that they might not gra- 
dually draw a veil over former ſeverities, by which, if they 


could not gain the good opinion and confidence of others, 
they might at leaſt obtain their acquiefcence ? They certainly 
might. Had that time arrived? Undoubtedly it had not. 


But if ſuch a change ſhould take place, and ſuch an order of 
things ſhould arrive, through whatever road, and by whatever 
means, if they gave to their government that ſtability and 
that authority which might afford grounds, not of certainty, 
but of moral probability, by which human affairs muſt be 
conducted, that we might treat for peace with ſecurity, then 
would be the proper time to negotiate z but we ought in pru- 
dence to wait the return of ſuch circumſtances as would 
afford us a probability of treating with ſucceſs. So much on 
that part of the ſubje, _ Fe „ 
Suppoſing, however, that he did not look to the chance of 
a change, the next thing was, what aſſurance had we of the 
. pacific diſpoſition of the preſent National Convention of 


France toward this country? We had reaſons founded on 
Probability, to infer that they entertained a ſpirit of hoſtility 
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to all regular governments; and moſt of all to the govern- 
ment of Great Britain, If they had any reaſon to believe 
that the Convention of France were diſpoſed to peace, muſt 
he not infer that they were diſpoſed to it, becauſe they thought 
it would moſt probably tend to their advantage, and to our 
ruin? Till there was ſatis factory evidence that their ſpirit of 
hoſtility to other nations was deſtroyed, he ſaw probable 
ground, in the very nature of their ſyſtem, that they "muſt 
perſevere in that hoſtility, till they ceaſed to act upon it. 
They looked upon their own government as the only lawful 
1 government in the world, and regarded the governments of 
1 all other nations as uſurpation. Such was the ground on 
ll which they had undertaken the war. Did France make 
1M any profeſſions of peace, or did ſhe ſhew any diſpoſitions for 
_ peace, but as ſhe felt herſelf wearied of the war, and as ſhe 
. wy found herſelf involved in difficulties? The National Conven- 
” tion had ſaid plainly they deſired a partial peace, becauſe ſo 

extenſive a war they found themſelves unequal to proſecute. 
They had profeſſed they defired peace with ſome of the pow- 
ers, in order to ruin more ſecurely thoſe againſt whom they 
wiſhed ſtill to carry on the war; and he might add, after- 
wards to ruin thoſe with whom now they profeſſed to be will- 
ing to treat for peace. They would make a diſtinction in 
making peace. Their moderation was reſerved for Holland, 
their vindictive principles for Great Britain. Could ſuch 
diſpoſitions either give ſecurity to peace, or render it of long 
continuance ? | | | V 
It had been ſtated, that the decree of the 19th of November 
had been repealed, and that therefore the French no longer 
3 aſpired at interfering with the internal government of other 
_ countries, In April 1793 they had enacted ſomething on 
=, the ſubject of peace. They enacted that the penalty of death 
1 ſhould be inflicted on any perſon who ſhould propoſe peace 
with any country, unleſs that country acknowledged the 
French republic, one and indiviſible, founded on the princi- 
ples of liberty and equality. They were not merely ſatisfied 
18 with a partial acknowledgment de facto; they required an ac- 
\ ji knowledgment de jure. He wiſhed to know if theſe principles 
«of were once recognized as the legitimate foundation of govern- 
ment, whether chey would not be univerſal in their applica- 
tion, Could theſe principles be excluded from other nations ? 
And if they could not, would they not amount to a confeſ- 
ſion of the uſurpation and injuſtice of every other govern- 
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1 A i ment? If they were to treat for peace with France, they 5 
| knew one of the things that muſt be preparatory to it, and ref 
that was, that they would acknowledge what they had hitherto He 


denied. 
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denied. They muſt acknowledge thoſe puhgeiples which con- 
demned the uturpation of all the other governments, and de- 
nied the very power they were exerciſing. Such was the 
preliminary that muſt precede a propoſal to treat, and what 
next would happen if peace was obtained? (leaving out all 
_ conſideration of the terms of it which might be expected to 
be high in proportion to their acquiſition of territory.) Did 


- they look at the ſituation in which they would lay open this 


country to all the emiſſaries of France? In proportion to 
the ſucceſs of France, thoſe principles had grown more bold 
in this, and in every other country. They had increaſed in 


activity and means of reſiſtance. Were they to give up thoſe 


ſafeguards which had been lately thrown round the conſtitu- 


tion; and were they to follow the advice of the other fide of 


the Houſe by having recourſe to the univerſal loyalty of the 
people of England? Did Gentlemen think that we ran no 
riſk of ſerious internal dangers by reviving and rekindling the 
_ embers of that faction in this country, which the other fide 
of the Houſe had ſuppoſed were now totally extinguiſhed ? 
Peace obtained under ſuch circumſtances, could not be ftated 
with confidence as to its permanence, and therefore, if it 
were to be obtained, we muſt remain in a ſtate of vigilant 
jealouſy and never-ceaſing ſuſpicion. In that ſtate, what 
ſort of peace could we enjoy? Could ſuch a ſtate poſſibly be 
_ preferable to war? — Would they not then give up thoſe ad- 
vantages they enjoyed? Were the country to diſarm, few, 
he ſuppoſed, would be inclined to approve of that alterna- 
tive; on the other hand, they could not remain armed with- 
out giving up in a certain degree, that pitch of force, to 
which they had brought the exertions of the country, and re- 
taining an eſtabliſhment burthenſome to peace, and ineffectual 
to war. It was impoſſible for any human being, in the pre- 
ſent circumſtances, to ſuppoſe a ſtate of ſettled peace; it 
muſt be a ſtate. of watching each other, of inquietude, of 
_ diſtruſt, merely a ſhort truce, a ſtate of partial inactivity and 
interrupted repoſe. In ſuch a peace there could be no ſe- 
curity 3 it was expoſed to ſo much hazard, doubt, and danger, 
that no man could poſſibly look to it, except the exhauſted 
ſtate of our reſources was ſuch as to exclude the poſſibility of 
further exertion, The queſtion was not the option between 
peace and war, but the option of war under conſiderable dif- 
ficulties, with great means and reſources, or peace without 
ſecurity.” <=: | | 8 e iT: 

He ſaid he ſhould be aſhamed to go over the means of our 
reſources z but as that object had been touched on by the 
| Hon, Gentleman who had introduced the queſtion, he og 
. N | fay 
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| ſay a few words on the relative ſituation of the two countries. 


The foundation of the argument of the Hon. Mover was, 


that the reſources of France were of ſo extraordinary a na- 


ture, that they were ſuch as the other nations of Europe 
could not bear, but France, having borne them for ſo many 
years, could do that which other nations could not do—and 
that they were therefore bound to ſuppoſe that the reſources 
of France were ſuperior to thoſe of this country, which had 


. expended ſo many millions without having had any effect on 


the revenue, commerce, and manufactures of the country, 


without means that were equal to the preſſure ſuſtained in 


other wars where this country had carried them on ſuccefl- 
fully. The Hon. Gentleman, who ſwept off millions from 
the expenditure of France, had added them with as rude a 
hand to the account of this country; he had ſaid, if we were 
to make peace at that moment, the expence would be ſeventy 
millions ſterling, and the extra expences would be calculated 
moderately at fifty millions ſterling. How much the Hon. 
Gentleman allowed for winding up expences he knew not, 


| but they were certainly large. Without taking in the ex- 


pences of the preſent year, of 220,000 men, inclading the 
regular army and militia, and the vote of 100,000 ſeamen, 
to the beſt of his recolleCtion, taking the expences of the 
year 1793 and of 1794,. up to the end of laſt December, the 
ſum was about twenty-five millions fterling, and there was a 
capital to be created, of ſomewhat more than thirty millions. 
This point was not very cloſely connected with the queſtion, 
but he had corrected the ſtatement of the Hon. Gentleman, 
who wiſhed to ſhew we were no longer able to carry on the 
war, though he could not prove the leaſt defalcation in the 
revenue of the country, or a diminution of the public credit. 
To what was that ſum to be oppoſed on the part of France ? 
To 260 millions ſterling, which that country had expended 
during the laſt two years. Would any man fay that France 
could afford to ſpend 260 millions ſterling, of which the in- 


habitants had been plundered, better than Great Britain? 


That immenſe ſum had been collected in France by force 
and terror, and had been attended by effets admitted by 
themſelves to produce the deſolation of the interior of the 
country, the extinction of agriculture, the ruin of their re- 
fources, the ſubverſion of all the means of profitable induſtry, 


and the annihilation of every branch of commerce, beſides 


the collateral circumſtance of the ſyſtem of aſſignats which 
he had mentioned on a former day. He faid, on a former 
day he had made the expences of the French republic amouut 
to 480 millions ſterling, which the Hon. Gentleman who _ 

3 fe | | made 
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made the motion ſaid was exaggerated by 120 millions. But 


than he, which was the reaſon of that difference, The aſligs 
nats, which were formerly near par, were now about 85 per 


therefore he repeate 
rapid and a progreffive decay in the internal reſources of 


cline. The firſt year of the war coſt France 160 millions, 
which produced a rapid and progreſſive decay in the ſtate o 
their. finances; and was there any thing ridiculous in ſuppoſing 
| thoſe reſources to be ſtill in a progreſſive ſtate of decay, after 
they had expended, during the laſt campaign, another 160 mil- 
lions ſterling? Sk 5 488 3 
The Hon. Gentleman who ſeconded the motion (Mr. Smith), 
in the longeſt ſimile he had ever heard, obſerved, that the re- 


But would any man ſay that the features of that war bore any 
reſemblance to thoſe of the preſent, which marked the cala- 
mities of France? It had been obſerved, that the French 


to ſay their reſources were at all decayed. But the queſtion 


as a proof of the decay of the reſources of the country? 
Would any man tell him that the internal ſtate of the country 


of the nerves and finews of war? The Hon. Gentleman 
who made the motion, had ſtated that the French had extend- 
ed their conqueſts from Gibraltar to the Baltic. But no bril- 
liant ſucceſs, no acquiſition of territory, was ſufficient to com- 


penſate this internal decay of refources. The wide difference 


155 in point of reſources, was as important to the fate of empires 
and the lot of kingdoms as new conqueſt, And the balance 
there was as much in our favour as the acquiſition of territory 
was againſt other countries and in favour of France; and 1! 
there was no ſafety to be obtained by making peace, he was 
not urging an argument unbecoming the Houſe of Commons: 
There were many other points.on which he wiſhed to touch, 
but would not diſcuſs them at length. One or two obſerva- 
tions he could not help ſtating. It had been aſked, what force 
bad we to oppoſe to that of France? He anſwered, an in- 
creaſed force on the part of this country. The Convention 
had ſaid that their forces muſt” be contracted: Their efforts 


the Hon: Gentleman had begun his calculations two years later 


cent. below it. That the Houſe might not miſtake him, they 
were not worth 85l. pet cent. but only 15]: per cent. And 
his former aſſertion, that there was a 


France. It had been ſtated, that he had year after year re- 
preſented the reſources of France to be in a rapid ſtate of de- 


ſources of America were declining for three years together. 


were making great exertions, and that therefore it was unjuſt 


was, whether thoſe great exertions ought not to be conſidered 


would not be affected by a continued and extraordinary ſupply 


muſt therefore be exhauſted. Beſides the exertions by ſea and 
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land which had been made by this country, it would probably 
depend on the reſolution and firmneſs of that Houſe, whether 
1 the Emperor might not be enabled to bring ſuch a military 
_ force into the field, as would render an extent of exertion ne- 
> | oy on the part of France, of which they had declared 
themſelves incapable. It was ſaid, do you expect to conquer 
France? Do you expect a counter-revolution? when do you 
intend to march to Paris? If ſuch was at one time our ſucceſs 
in France, that the Convention were put in imminent fear of 
the combined armies penetrating to Paris, it was not very ex- 
| traordinary that his Hon. Friend at London (Mr. Jenkinſon) 
ſhould allow himſelf to entertain a degree of hope of the 
_ poſſibility of that event. By a mode of arguing, not unuſual 
with Gentlemen on the other fide, whoſe practice it frequently 
Was firſt to ſtate poſitions in order that they afterwards may 
combat them, miniſters had been charged with looking to the 
conqueſt of France. They had never held out 9 0 ob- 
ject; they had only profeſſed their hope of making ſuch an 
impreſſion upon the interior of that country as might lead to 
| a ſecure and ſtable peace; and of being able, by the aſſiſtance 
* of thoſe well-diſpoſed perſons who were enemies to the pre- 
1 ſent ſyſtem, to eſtabliſh a government honourable to them and 
y ſüafe to ourſelves. If a change had taken place in the govern- 
ment of France, which rendered it more expedient for us to 
treat in the preſent than at a former period, he would a{k if 
nothing had been gained? We were now in a ſituation leſs re- 
mote from that in which we might be able to treat with ſe- 
curity. Tt had been urged that we ought to have let France 
alone. What was the conſequence of neutrality but to produce 
aggreſſion ? But now that war had been two years carried on, 
the deteſtable ſyſtem of their government had ſubſided into a 
ſtate of leſs flagrant atrocity, It had been ſaid that all France, 
to a man, was united for a republic. What was meant by the 
phraſe of a republic? Was it merely a name at the top of « 
theet of paper? Was their deſire of a republic to be gathered 
from their ſubmiſſion to the tyranny of Robeſpierre? Was 
their unanimity to be inferred from the numerous proſcrip- 
tions and maſſacres of federaliſts and royaliſts? 5 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded to recapitulate 
the general grounds on which he had oppoſed the original re- 
ſolution, and the motives from which he had been induced to- 
bring forward the amendment, which he had read, and ſhould 
- conclude with moving. Peace! Peace was not obſtructed by 
any form of government; but by a conſideration of the in- 
ternal circumſtances of France, He remarked that there had 
been great miſconſtructions and miſconceptions with reſpect 
| | | | 8 5 
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1. 5. '  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 103 
to what he had ſtated on former occaſions to be his ſentiments, 
as to the re-eſtabliſhment of monarchy, which he by no means 
wiſhed to be conſidered as a fine qua non to the attainment of __ 
peace, and therefore he had not contented himſelf with barely - za 
negativing the reſolution, but had been induced in the amend- | -= 
ment to ſubſtitute that language which, in his mind, it became 
Parliament,to hold, as beſt adapted to the ſubject. There 
was one other conſideration to which he ſhould advert, namely, 
the remark that the attempt to treat, though not likely to be ſuc- 
ceſsful, would yet be attended with advantage, both in France 
and this country, In France it would ſhew that we were diſpoſed Wi 
to treat. If it were wiſe to treat, this certainly would be an ad- 1 
vantage; but ſuch a conduct, inſtead of forwarding peace, would = 
only be productive of danger, it would lead to a propoſition of F 
terms from France, elated by its recent acquiſitions, which it | 
would be impoſlible for this country to accept. And he truſt- 
ed that his Hon. Friend (Mr. Wilberforce), who had, he con- 
_ ceived, gone too far in his propoſitions with reſpect to peace 
on a former occaſion, would be convinced, upon his own prin- 
ciples, that as the difliculty increaſed, any propoſition to treat 
in the preſent moment would have the effect to encourage the 
enemy, and to bury the remains of oppoſition in France. In 
this country it would have the effect to ſink the ſpirit of the 
people, and to tell them that it was right to look for peace, 
though it was impoffible to look for ſecurity; it would be to 
inſinuate a doubt of their zeal, energy, and courage, and to 
add to the depreſſion already produced by a ſueceſſion of miſ- 
fortunes and a ſeries of mifrepreſentations. The Hon. Gen- 
tleman had ſaid; that if Ins propoſition to treat ſhould not in 
the event be ſucceſsful, he would then ſupport the war. Upon 
what ground could he ſupport a war which he had in the firſt 
inſtance conceived and declared, and ſtood in the front of the 
battle, to be neither neceſſary nor juſt? But till the period 
_ fhould arrive at which it would be poſſible to treat with a ra- 
tional proſpect of ſecurity, and a degree of, at leaſt, probable 
advantage, he, and thoſe who thought with him, muſt con- 
tinue to ſupport a war, of the juſtice and neceſſity of which 
they were firmly perſuaded, and which they could not, in the 
preſent moment, abandon without a ſacrifice of their opinion, 
their conſiſtency, and their honour. _ a I 
Sir William Young ſeconded the amendment, which he ap- 
plauded as affording an opportunity of getting rid of a pro- 
poſition that he could neither approve nor would have choſen 
to negative. He followed the fame train of argument as the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had purſned. 'The French ar- 
mies, he ſaid, had been hitherto collected by terror, and, as th 
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40 %% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. ſCommons, 
had now diſarmed themſelves of that weapon, they could not 
collect ſuch armies in future. He declared, he was always for 
a declaration ſuch as the amendment contained; and lamented 
that a declaration of that kind had not been made ſooner, 
There could be no analogy between the American war, a war 
with our own ſubjects, and the preſent war. The French, who 
went to aſſiſt the Americans, had brought back with them all 
the principles of the anarchy which they afterwards introduced 
into their own country. The war, he admitted, had been ca- 
lamitous; but we muſt not, he contended, on that account, think 
of ſacrificing our honour. _ | 1 


Mr. T. W. Cote (of Norfolk ) declared himſelf an advocate 
for peace, let the propoſition come from whom, or in what 
ſhape it might. Every man in this country he believed to be 

ſo, except the immediate connexions and dependents of mi- 
niſters, contractors, and jobbers, who profited by the war, 
For the difficulty of obtaining it they had only the miniſter's 
_ afſertion, which the Houſe ought not to take for proof. The 
eople had been deluded into an approbation of the war in the 
| 2 inſtance, but had at length ſeen their Error. Indeed he 
believed thoſe who wiſhed it to be perſiſted in were very few 
WW 7 part of the kingdom. The miniſter, he hoped, did not 
tanke his information that the war was popular from a Right 
Hon. Gentleman near him (Mr. Windham). If he did, that 
Gentleman would ſoon be able to inform him, that the people 
of Norwich were againſt the war. Indeed, all the people in 
the county of Norfolk felt the danger to which the coaſt was 
_ expoſed by the French getting poſſeſſion of Holland, and 
wiſhed for peace, The experiment of trying to obtain it 
could do no harm, and might do much good, If it ſhould fail, 
the conſequence would be uniting the heart and hand of every 
ee for a vigorous proſecution of the war. Any pro- 
poſition tending to accelerate peace, ſnould have his ſupport, 
without regard to perſonal attachments. How great his at- 
tachment was to a Right Hon, Gentleman (Mr. Fox), whoſe 
cCoumnſels, if followed, would have ſaved the country from the 
loſs and diſgrace in which it had been involved, he had no need 
to ſtate upon this occaſion. Of that great and illuſtrious 
ſtateſmen, the manly mind and unrivalled talents were known _ 
to the Houſe, and to the Public, and rendered ſtill more con- 
ſpicuous by his diſintereſted conduct, in times of general cor- 
ruption. The day, Mr, Coke ſaid, he was perſuaded, was not 
far diſtant, when he would be called upon by the public voice, 
to fave the nation from the calamitics which the miſconduct. 


of others threatened to bring upon it. 


Mr. 
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Ir. Yorke ſaid, that the opinion he had formed of the juſtice 


and neceſſity of this war had not been at all altered, but was 
rather ſtrengthened and confirmed by the declamation of the 


: Hon. Gentleman who made the motion. Indeed every hour 


of the continuance of the war convinced him of the ſtrong 
neceſſity of giving the miniſters every poſſible ſupport, as the 
only rational means of obtaining an honourable, a ſecure, or a 
permanent peace, He had liſtened to the Hon, Mover of the 
queſtion, in the expectation of hearing ſomething like ar- 


gument to convince the Houſe that benefit would be derived 


to this country by making this propoſal of peace, or at leaſt to 
prove that it would not be productive of injury. He had liſ- 
tened with attention, but he had lifkened without effect. The 
ſituation in which this country was at this moment, appeared 
to him, of all others, the moſt unfavourable for negotiating an 
honourable peace, for the enemy would of courſe now de- 
mand terms ſuch as it would be entirely incompatible with 
the dignity and with the intereſt of this country to accede to. 
But when he admitted that the affairs of this country were at 
preſent in an unfavourable ſtate, he by no means meant to ſtate 
that they were reduced to that fituation in which they ought to 
ropoſe or to accede to a diſgraceful peace. But in fach 2 
criſis if a peace could be obtained from the French, and it were 
even a good one, what hopes could we have that it would be 
permanent? The French republic, if eſtabliſhed, would pro- 
bably be a military republic, and was therefore to be reſiſted 
by all poſſible means in its infancy. The conqueſt of Holland 
expoſed us to great danger; but he held miniſters to be reſpon- 
ſible for protecting our coal and coaſting trade. He placed 
| great confidence in our own refources compared with thoſe of 
ſea or land, were nothing to what we had experienced in for- 
mer wars, without abandoning our hopes, or remitting our 
Ferit oo e | ſy 
Mr. Powys ſaid, that all the arguments had been ſo entirely 
exhauſted by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that he roſe not 
to attempt repeating any of them, but to declare his opinion 
more explicitly than by a ſilent vote. They who had taken 
an active part in ſupporting the war at its commencement, 


_ ought not in ſuch a criſis to ſhrink from their former opinions, 
becauſe the ſucceſs had not been equal to their hopes. He 


_ complimented Mr. Grey on the extraordinary candour with 


which he had brought forward his motion; but ſaid he was 
ſo dull as not to comprehend the definite meaning of the 
words, or the conſequences expected from it, if it were to be 


adopted, The Houſe had uſed no term fo ſtrong as that the 


rance, and contended that the diſaſters of the war, either by 


exiſtꝰ 
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__ exiſtence of the preſent government of France, if the name of 


government was not dilgraced by being ſo applied, ought to 
preclude a negotiation. Its exiſtence was certainly an obſtacle 


to negotiation, although an obſtacle, in his opinion, inſurmount- 


able at preſent, Gentlemen who talked of propoſing peace, 
ought to ſtate what terms of peace, if rejected by France, 
would unite every hand and heart in this country. He ad- 
mitted that there was no near proſpect of ſucceſs; but that 
had always been the opinion of thoſe who oppoſed the war, 
and wanted this country to join hands in amity with hands 
embrued in the blood of their Sovereign. The Dutch had 
attempted to negotiate for peace, and while they were attempt- 
ing it their country had been over-run. He {ſhould be ſorry 
to apply harſh terms to an unfortunate ally, but the loſs of 
Holland, he feared, was to be imputed to a mean and mer- 
cenary ſpirit of calculation. He inſiſted that the war was a 
contelt for our exiſtence as a nation, and that were our re- 
ſources to fail, we mult {till continue it, although we ſhould be 
able to do nothing but ſhew our teeth. _ TE ara 
Ar. Wiberferee laid, he ſtill retained the opinion which he 
had the honour of ſtating on the firſt day of the ſeſſion. Every 
Hour's reflection, every day's experience, confirmed him more 
a:d more in that opinion. The queſtion before the Houſe 
was important, and he felt the importance of it in a higher 


d gree in conſequence of the part he had already taken. 


He concurred entirely in the ſpirit of the original motion; but 
he ſaw that it muſt be liable to the treatment it had received, 
and therefore he wiſhed it had been worded in ſuch a manner 
as to render a direct deciſion upon it unavoidable, In his 


opinion it would hive been better to ſay, and he would try to 


do it ſtill, if be knew by what means, © that no particular 
form of government in France ought to preclude ſuch a peace, 


when that could be obtained, as would be otherwiſe honour- 


able and ſafe.” On one point, however, they ſeemed to be all 


agreed, vis. on the propriety of declaring that a republican 
form of government in France ought not to be an inſurmount- 
able bar in the way of peace. The queſtion was, © Were the 
words of the amendment ſufficiently explicit?“ He thought 
they were not. His opinion always had been, that with a re- 
publican government eſtabliſhed at Paris, we could not have 
ſuch ſecurity for the continuance of peace as with the old go- 
vernment of France, or indeed a monarchy of almoſt any de- 
ſcription. This was an evil; but, on the other hand, he muſt 
conſider the certain evils of war, and the poſſible evil of being 
obliged at laſt to make peace under circumſtances more un- 


| favourable than the preſent. 5 "The amendment propoſed rely- 


ng. - 
IS - 


Jon. 26.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORT. 457. 
ing on the diſpoſition which his Majeſty had always minifeſted. 
If his Majeſty had always manifeſted ſuch a diſpoſition, the 
prejudices entertained both in France and in this country, for 
| ſuch there aſſuredly were, could never be cured by a repetition 
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of the prejudices which had been originally entertained. "2 
Neither had his Majeſty, always made a clear manifeſtation of Ml 
ſuch a diſpoſition. In former declarations it had been ſaid 1 

that his Majeſty concurred with his allies, nearly at the ſame 21 
time when the Emperor, by his declaration in Flanders, talked is 
of treating the inhabitants as thoſe of a conquered country, l k 


and General Wurmſer, by his declaration in Alſace; would ac- 
knowledge no authority that had not been inſtituted under the 
old government. We never had ſuch intentions as the tenour 
of theſe declarations clearly indicated; but the French were 
thus afforded grounds to think we'had; and to remove that 
impreſſion any thing we now declared muſt be explicit and 
unequivocal. He had withed for a counter-revolution in 
France, not to reſtore the old government, God forbid ! but 
to ſubſtitute ſome rational and ſteady ſyſtem in the place of 
anarchy and crimes. He approved of the war, in the firſt in- 
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ſtance, . becauſe he hoped that the people of France, feeing a i | 
power in the arms of the allies, that could afford them aid and | 1 44 

protection, would reſcue themſelves from the oppreſſion under =: 
which they were held. But if experience had proved, that his Bll 


hopes were too fanguine, was there inconſiſtency in changing 
his opinion, when the ground was changed upon which he had 
formed it? He thought it more conſiſtent, more fair and 
manly, to avow the change and the reaſons that had produced 
it. This he had taken the earlieſt opportunity of doing. If 
circumitances were now leſs favourable for opening a door to 
negotiation, than on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, that was not 
imputable to him. If Parliament had. met as early as at firft 
intended, and pacific language been then adopted, perhaps the 
late events that had rendered negotiation more difhcult, miglt 
have been prevented. The great error of thoſe who argue d 
on the other fide was their forgetting that we had only a choice 
of evils. Such a peace as could be made with the preſent 
government of France was an evil, but a leſs evil than con- 
tinuing the war on the principles which had hitherto been ſup- 
poſed to direct it, and a far leſs evil than ſuch a peace as ne- 
ceſſity might oblige us ultimately to accept of. He never 
thought that we poſſeſſed force ſufficient to change the govern- 
ment of France, without the concurrence of the great body 
of, the French people; but he had thought if our hopes of 
that concurrence ſhould fail, we had force ſufficient to defend 
ourieives, Our internal dangers he had never confidered as 
9 7 | | great 
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great as they had been repreſented, and he thought them at 
this period leſs than before; but we muſt take care that we 
did not, by perſiſting in war, excite diſcontents among the peo- 
ple, who were but too ready to impute the hardſhips they felt 
from unavoidable cauſes to the miſconduct of Government. 
Another great reaſon for wiſhing to negotiate was, that a 
counter-revolution in France was much more likely to be effeCt- 
ed by peace than by war. By whatever means the French 
people were forced into the armies, it was evident that when 
there, by univerſal ſympathy, they agreed in preſſing outwards 
upon the foreign enemy, regardleſs of what was paſſing in the 
interior. If the armies were not ſo employed, either in cons 
ſequence. of having no foreign enemy, or of being leſs for- 
midably oppoſed, they would probably turn their attention to 
the internal affairs of France; and on this ground he thought 
a counter-revolution more likely to happen at preſent than 
when the allies were upon the frontier of France. A nation 
of great force and high ſpirit muſt naturally feel indignant at 
the idea of our avowed intention to change their government. 
Let that idea be done away, and the ſentiments which had in- 
ſpired ſo much of their energy would ſublide. 
Mr. Wilberforce faid, he had read a pamphlet lately publiſh- 
ed by a very ingenious man, whom he believed to be parti- 
cularly well informed with reſpect to French affairs, and he 
there found that the people abhorred the emigrants, deteſted 
the combined powers, and hated the Convention. If that re- 
preſentation was true, as they abhorred the emigrants under 
the idea that they had excited the war, and deteſted the com- 
bined powers as believing that their object was to conquer 
France, peace would allow their hatred of the Convention free 
ſcope to act. Inſtead of this, we were inflaming every paſſion 
that operated againſt us by employing corps of emigrants to 
proſecute the war. Would the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ſay, that ſuppoſing his own account of the internal ſtate of 
France to be true, he thought it poſſible that a people ſo op- 
preſſed and aggrieved, could abſtain from demoliſhing a go- 
vernment to which in peace they muſt tmpute all their ſuffer- 
ings? The very pains taken to exterminate all ſentiments of 
religion, which by teaching men to look for their happineſs in 
another ſtate rendered them more patient under affliftion, 
would contribute to make them leſs capable of quiet ſubmiſ- 
ſion to hardſhips which they thought themſelves able to re- 
more. The argument derived from the ſtate of their ſinances 
had weight; but experience had ſhewn it to be fallacious, or, 
at leaſt, ſuch as ought not implicitly to be relied upon. Their 
means of carrying on the war, to whatever new expedients 


they : 


| Jaxu2b,}; WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY- REPORTS. 4% Ml 
they might be obliged to reſort, he was perſuaded would end 1 


only with, the phyſical reſources of tke country. However 
much their aſſignats were depreciated, they might continue 
iſſuing them as long as they were worth any thing; and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would not ſuppoſe them re- 
- ſtrained by principle from iſſuing three times the amount of 
the property they held out as the ſecurity for their paper cur- 
rency. The circulation of theſe aſſignats, and the ſale of con- 
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fiſcated property, would progreſſively augment the number of 
perſons. intereſted in maintaining a ſyſtem upon which de- 
pended the value of their aſſignats and their purehaſes. Theſe 

were powerful reaſons for thinking, that the reſiſtance of the 


_ preſent government would always be great, in proportion to 


original motion, although he diſliked ſome of the words. 
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the preſſure of external force. When the grand confederacy _. 301 
was formed, it was hoped that the royaliſts would be able to Toby 
co- operate effectually within France; but was there any fuch . 
hope now remaining? To negotiate, it was ſaid, muſt be hu- 3 
miliating. He never wiſhed us t&, ſend to Paris, and ſue for any 
— Bol every man knew that thyre were modes, by which 1 BE 
nations at war might ſound the diſpoſitions of each other, and 1 
afterwards hegotiate, without humiliation to either. While 1 
we had ſuch reſources and ſuch force, our inclinations to ne- 1 
gotiate could not be miſconſtrued. Were we to have partial {if 1 
| ſucceſſes, or even to ſucceed in deſtroying the French govern- 4 ia 
ment, there again we ſhould have only a choice of evils, for . 
the new government could not be ſoon expected to be quiet, «HIER! 
and mult be guaranteed by the powers that aſſiſted in eſtabliſh- i 7 
ing it. He quoted Hume, who pointedly ſtated, that the viral 
Engliſh nation always manifeſted too great-a propenſity to 1 
go to war, and too great obſtinacy in continuing it; as a 1 
proof of this characteriſtic feature, that the terms obtained by LR 
the peace of Ryſwick, in 1697, had been offered and rejected 11 
in 1692; that the terms obtained by the peace of Aix-ta- wan 
Chapelle, in 1748, had been rejected in 1743; and that thence Bl 
our allies always reckoned upon our force as their own, and ex- 1 
pected to make war at our expence, Mr. Wilberforee concluded 115 
Vith obſerving, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer's ar- wort 
 gumeats all proceeded upon the ſuppobtion that the repub- 1 
lican government of France muſt be deſtroyed before we can + jl 
treat a poſition which, he owned, he could not accede to; at 1 
the ſame time he declared he diſapproved of the amendment ; | {80 
as containing nothing ſpecific, and thereſore moved as an 1 
amendment to change. the words of the motion, as he had ſug- I 
geſted in the courſe of his ſpeech, ttt 11 
Ar. H. Thornton approved of the general purport of the * 
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thanked the Chancellor of the Exchequer for giving way ſo far 
as he had done, and for not holding ſach high language as he 
had held upon former occaſions. The difpolition towards 
peace that now ſeemed prevailing in the Houſe would, he was 
convinced, give great ſatisfaction to the country, 
Mr. M. Montague was ſorry that the amendment did n 
appear ſufficiently explicit to certain Gentlemen. He was 
_ ſure it would be ſatisfactory to many, who had thought the 
miniſter's former language too ſtrong, He then deſcanted on 
the humiliation that muſt neceſſarily attend ſuing for peace, 
and the impolicy of abandoning the war, when we had fo 
great a force, and our reſources for the next campaign pro- 
vided on ſuch eaſy terms. „„ 5 
Mr. Fox entered into an ample diſcuſſion of the great 
queſtion before the Houſe. He began by deſiring the original 
motion and the two amendments to be read; and ſaid, that, 
before he proceeded to give his reaſons for preferring the ori- 
ginal motion of his Hon. Friend, to that which had been made 
by Mr. Wilberforce, thongh the difference between them was 
not very eſſential, he muſt take notice of the amendment which 
had been ſo unexpectedly made by the Right Hon. Gentle. 
man. He ſaid unexpeCtedly made; becauſe, when the motion 
of his Hon. Friend was originally announced, which was three 
| weeks ago, the terms of it even were ſettled ; for his Hon. 
Friend, with more candour than prudence, had ſtated the pre- 
ciſe words upon which they were to be at iſſue. —The Right 
Hon. Gentleman pledged himſelf to come to iſſue upon theſe 
words: But, however, he did not now feel fo bold as he did 
three weeks ago; he did not chuſe to meet the queſtion di- 
rectly. In his conſcience, the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
ſaid, he believed the majority of the people were {till for the 
war. This was his declaration; but the Houfe and the Public 
would infer from his conduct, that he had not very great con- 
Adence in the truth of his own declaration; for, inſtead df 
meeting the queſtion, which he had pledged himſelf to do, he 
a had propoſed an amendment, by which he was to avoid a di- 
rect deciſion on it. In his ſpeech, indeed, he ſtil] denied the 
Propoſition -of his Hon. Friend. Then, why not fairly and 
openly negative it by a vote? After which, if he wiſhed for a 
declaration, he might have moved his own amendment, as a 
ſpecific queſtion. He took this courſe, he ſaid, to avoid miſ- 
repreſentation ; and, but for his deſire of avoiding a miſrepre- 
fentation, which he had never incurred, he would have ne- 
= woes the original queſtion ; when on the other fide, the Hon, 
Seconder of his amendment confeſſed, that, but for that 
amendment, he would have voted for the original queſtion. - 


What 5 


Jax, 26. ] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. ar 
What then was the true meaning and intention of all this petty 
Warfare, but that the amendment was deſigned to evade the 
great and material queſtion, upon which the Right Hon. Gen- 
 tleman ſtood committed, and to delude the Houſe by a little 
temporary conceſſion which meant nothing? Already the 
matter was loaded with contradictions; the mover and the 
ſeconder were at variance; the one affirmed, the other denied, 
and the whole was done merely to draw us from the clear ſpe- 
cific queſtion, that had been for ſo many days in the contems 
plwkation of the Houſe. The Right Hon. Gentleman was un- 
doubtedly a man of ſuperior talents, but thoſe talents being di- 
rected to deluſion and quibbling, rather than to what was grand, 
manly, and open, he did not = himſelf poſſeſſed of a mind 
equal to the occaſion. Inſtead of meeting the exigency of our 
preſent ſituation with meaſures proportioned to our critical 
condition, he ſeemed only anxious, by a little evaſive manage- 
ment for the day, to gain over a few votes of irreſolute Mem- 
bers, as if a few votes more or leſs could alter the eternal 
nature of truth and falſehood, to baffle a few. petitions that 
might be coming to Parliament? as if by lulling ſome few in- 
dividuals into a continuance of their apathy for a time, he 
could extricate the nation from the deplorable ſituation into 
which he had plunged it. Theſe were not the reſources of a 
great mind; this was not the conduct of a Stateſman in a mo- 
ment like the preſent z it was as falſe to himſelf in policy, as 
it was unworthy of the occaſion; for it could ſerve only to 
deaden the feelings of mankind for the day, and would collect 
the public indignation to burſt upon him with greater force 
when the FE was paſt, As to the amendment itſelf, 
which the Right Hon. Gentleman had moved, though he 
_ diſliked it in many particulars, . yet in ſome things he did not 
diſlike it. In fo far as it ſtated, that there was nothing in the 
preſent form of the government of France, which prevented 
our negotiating with them, he muſt approve of the propoſition, 
He had moved an amendment both this year and the laſt, to 
the ſame effect. „ REP | = 
Little did he think, when he was making ſuch propoſition, 
that he was only ſpeaking the ſentiments of his Majeſty's 
miniſters, But theſe miniſters, it ſeems, were the victims of 
miſrepreſentation. So powerful it ſeemed was the Oppoſition, 
ſo full of the means, ſo full of wealth, and ſo inyeſted with the 
influence of bribes, places, penſions, jobs, contracts, and emoly- 
ments of every kind, and had ſo much the means of circulat- 
ing newſpapers, that they had it in their power ſucceſsfully, to 
_ miſrepreſent his Majeſty's miniſters, and to miſlead and delude 
the Public, ſo as effectually to taint and abuſe the public mind, 
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and to make them the unhappy ſubjects of their miſrepreſent- 
ation. What had they done? They had for two years ſucceſ- 


ſively moved an Amendment to the Addreſs to his Majeſty on 
the firſt day of the ſeſſion of Parliament, that there was nothing 


in the form of the government of France that ought to prevent 
this country from negotiating with them for peace, and for 


this they had been called the advocates of France, Jacobins, 
Republicans, the enemies of their King and countrymen, 
who were deſirous to lower the Britiſh Government and 
proftrate it at the feet of France, to introduce French princi- 


ples, anarchy, and atheiſm into England, and even tending to 


deſtroy the conſtitution of England, and to bring his Majeſty 


to the block. All this, however, was over, and it was found, 
though they did not know it, that in reality they eee eee 
18 


only the fentiments of miniſters. We were come to a cri 
when all this fhufffing would be found unarvailing, when theſe 
deluſions would no longer ſucceed ; their own contradiction 
Was a good omen for the country, it proved that the unfor- 
tunate Speech of his Majeſty at the opening of the ſeſſion had 


made a ſerious impreſſion on the public mind; the Right Hon. 
Gentleman. therefore found, that he muſt ſoften and lower 
his language; he muſt attempt to do away the effects of that 


abſurd, impolitic, and he might ſay diabolical Speech which 


he had put into the mouth of his Majeſty, in which our 


gracious Sovereign had been made to ſtand between Heaven and 


the happineſs of mankind; had been made to pronounce the 


doom of millions, and to proclaim an almoſt eternal war, for 
no poſſible purpoſe of rational benefit to his ſpecies; and that 

too when all other Princes of Europe, awakened from the 
deluſion into which they had been equally led by their miniſ- 


ters, had ſcen their error, and manifeſted their diſpoſitions to 


peace. He deſired to know what was the meaning of the 


preſent conduct? Was he to underſtand that the Right Hon. 


Gentleman meant to negative the propoſition of his Hon. 


Friend ? In truth he had abandoned all hope of underſtanding 
him at all. If he meant to negative it, why not do fo by a 
vote? Mr. Fox ſaid, he knew that the prefent Adminiſtration 
was compoſed of various and diſcordant characters. He did 
not know whether they all agreed in the prefent propoſition, it 


would ſoon be ſeen whether they did ſo or no; but he could 


fay that it would not redound much to 'their honour. If he 
were called upon to deſcribe it, he ſhould ſay, it went far 


enough to diſgrace the new colleagues of the Right Hon. 


Gentleman, but not far enough to reſtore to him the conh- 
dence of the country. As to the arguments that had been uſed 
upon the occaſion, he ſhould have little to ſay. There had 

q . M 
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been fo much novelty in his conduct that day, that he had not 
thought it neceſſary to introduce any novelty into his reaſoning. 
The ſame trite, hackneyed, and refuted arguments, with which 
they had been fatigued ſo often, were again renewed, France 
was declining faſt in her reſources, and this was a matter of 
_ rejoicing to England] How long were they to go on rejoicing 
in this decline? Their aſſignats were at a diſcount ; there were 
a number of royaliſts; and much ridicule was thrown upon a 
ſimile of the Hon. Gentleman, who had truly ſaid, that all the 
ſame nonſenſe had been talked during the American war. 
| But it ſeems we had had ſucceſs in France. The various revo- 
lutions that had been operated in France had been effectuated 
through our means. This was a moſt ſingular argument, and 
went perhaps further than the Right Hon. Gentleman intend- 
ed, for it ſo happened that thoſe revolutions had been good or 
bad, in proportion as we had been beaten or proſperous. 
| Whenever we had made the ſlighteſt impreſſion upon France, 
or had the appearance of temporary good fortune, it was ſure to 
be followed by, and perhaps to have produced ſome violent and 
_ dreadful revolution, accompliſhed by the horrors of maſſacre 
and devaſtation. On the contrary, whenever we had been de- 
feated and forced to fly from the territory of France, they had 
never failed to ſubſide into a comparative tranquillity, and to 
have their internal condition meliorated. The argument of 
the Right Hon. Gentleman was therefore, that if they would 
permit him to go on in a ſyſtem of diſaſters and defeats, it was 
incalculable what good it might do in France. Thus, when 
the Duke of Brunſwick had penetrated to within ſixty miles of 
Paris, there happened the revolution fatal to the monarchy, of 
the toth of Auguſt, When we were in poſſeſſion of Toulon, 
there happened the ſhocking and diabolical maffacres at Lyons; 
but no ſooner had we evacuated the place, than they began to 
make atonement for the ſcandalous devaſtations. Immediately 
after the battle of Fleurus there happened the fall of Robe- 
ſpierre; and certainly it was true, that in proportion as we 
| had been diſcomfited and driven from the French territory, 
whenever the French felt themſelves relieved from our attack, 
they had exerted themſelves for their own deliverance ſrom 
internal tyranny; and nothing could be more natural than this; 
for animated by the enthuſiaſm of the cauſe of liberty, when 
attacked, as they were, they gave up every conhderation, but 
that of preſerving their independence; but when relieved from 
this fear they had as conſtantly rid themſelves of their domeſtic 
tyrant. It was ſaid that miniſters never had propoſed to them- | 
ſelves the conqueſt of France. The conqueſt of France never 
was imputed to them; it was only ſaid that they had propoſed 
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to themſelves an object, which nothing but the conqueſt of 


France could obtain. He had long ago ſtated his opinion on 
the extravagance of that propoſition, and his ſentiments were 


in print. Surely any man who ever did flatter himſelf with the 


poſſibility of making any impreſſion on France would now be 
convinced of his error. A remarkable expreſſion uſed in the 
American war was moſt applicable to this : It was faid by a 


Member of that Houſe, ſo early as in the year 1777 or 1778, 


that he had looked at the American army every way: He had 
looked at their front, he had looked at their rear, he had looked 


at their flanks, and he could not accommodate himſelf any 


where: And yet, after this opinion of a general officer, the 
war had been continued for four or five years. In the fame 


manner we might truly be ſaid to have tried France: We had 


tried the Eaſt, the North, the South, and we could not accom- 


modate ourſelves any where. He hoped in God we did not 

mean to continue the experiment, as we had done in the caſe 
of America. It was faid, as an argument againſt the propo- 
fition of his Hon. Friend, that it would bind the hands of 


- miniſters in negotiating. It would certainly be impoſſible for 


them, after ſuch a reſolution, to ſay to the perſons holding the 


e of France, that they could not treat with them; 


but ſo far would that be from binding their hands, that it 
would remove an obſtacle, and ſurely it could not prevent 


them from ſtipulating the terms of peace. In truth, without 
this declaration, there would be an obſtacle in the way of 
treating, ſince the perſons holding the government of France 


knew, that it had been uniformly declared by our miniſters 


that they could not treat with them. But the conſiſtency of 
the Houſe of Commons ſtood in the way. He thought that 
there might now be an end of the declamatory nonſenſe. In 


all queſtions of policy, nations muſt yield to imperious neceſlity : 
It would be obſtinacy and not honour to perſevere-in an 
opinion, when you became convinced that it was wrong; it 
was plain that men might at firſt have thought the preſent war 


juſt and neceſſary, who now, if not convinced of the contrary, 
entertained ſerious doubts ; and ſurely they would act more 


according to the rules of honour, to confeſs their errors, the 


moment-they were convinced of them. But there was nothing 
more curious than to hear the Right Hon. Gentleman talk of 


the conſiſtency of the Houſe of Commons. What would be- 


come of his old ſteady friends, the words exifting circumſtances ? 
In the caſe of Oczakoff, he had not heſitated to retract with- 
out a bluſh, when he found the public opinion againſt him. 


He came forward and ſaid that our means were not equal to 
the object: Why could not he therefore now compare the 


object 
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object with the means ? Surely the diſaſters that had happen- | 


ed, and the change in the preſent caſe, more than in the 
Ruſſian armament, would amply juſtify him for retracting his 
opinion, He would do it with great advantage to himſelf; it 
would give-vigour to England, and would take it from France. 
But why, it was ſaid, ſhould we be the firſt to negotiate ? It 
would be a humiliation forſooth to propoſe to treat becauſe we 


were unſucceſsful. Upon this principle, it was almoſt hope- 


leſs that we could ever treat; for could it be expetted that the 
French Government would be the firſt to propoſe to negotiate 
when they knew that our miniſters had twenty times ſaid, that 
no poſſible peace could be made while they continued in power? 

Let Engliſhmen aſk themſelves what would be their feelings if 
the ſame language had been uſed to us that we have uſed to 
them? If, for inſtanee, they had declared in the Convention 


that they never would treat for peace with England until there 
ſhould be operated a reform in the government of England; 


would not every Engliſhman die before he would ſubmit to aſk 
to negotiate under ſuch a deelaration'?—Yet ſuch a declaration 
we had made towards France, We muſt therefore do away 
the effect of our own arrogant and impolitic expreſſions; and 
he had no heſitation in ſaying what he believed in his heart, 
that if we took away that obſtacle, we ſhould have peace; or 


if not, we ſhould fight them upon equal terms; we ſhould take 


from the cauſe of their enthußaſm; we ſhould take from 
them that Which arouſed every national feeling; which 


had carried them to thoſe unparalleled exertions that had 
They would then no 


aſtoniſhed and confounded the world. 
longer feel that they had to fight to extremity, or that they 


were beſieged in their own country for daring to give to their 


own country ſuch a government as they liked. Did he propoſe 
to unman one ſhip, to diſband one regiment ? No, on the con- 


trary his propoſition was to add vigour to the country, and 


ſurely we ſhould fight as well after we had made a declaration, 
that it was not our intention to reduce any people to flavery. 
Nor ſhould we treat for peace upon worſe terms, if we were to 
treat before we were reduced to extremity. 


the wiſdom to conceal his deſign of altering the French go- 


vernment, and applied it to the purpoſe of his argument. The 


want of ſecurity for the continuance of peace, might be plead- 
ed for going on with any war. There was no paſitive ſecurity. 
Certainly we ſhould have as much ſecurity now as in any for- 
mer inſtance, If peace were to take place, they muſt difband 


their armies, and, if the mighty machine, which nothing but 


the diabolical confederacy of deſpots had put in motion, were 


' . 


| | He referred to ; 
the hiſtory of the war of King William, and of his having had 


once ſtopped, it would be impoſlible again to erect it. If this 


__ country 
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country had acted right in interfering to prevent that diabolical 


confederacy, all might have been well; France, though per- 


baps a more powerful neighbour, would have been leſs obnox- 
ions; the French King might have been ſtill upon his throne, 
and all the horrors and maſſacres that had deſolated that un. 


happy country might have been prevented. He ridiculed the 


and ſupported with ſuch luminous argument and irreſiſtible per- 


idea of the influx of French principles into this country, for 


our own conſtitution could only flouriſh in Great Britain: It 
had been more deeply rooted in our affections by the fatal ex- 
-periments that had been made in France. He called to the 
recollection of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the memor- 


able expreflion of his venerable father, that they thould die on 


the laſt breach before they granted the independence of 


America, and that the firſt act of his political life was to ſign 


that very independence which his father had deprecated, Ne- 
cetlity dictated the act, and he muſt now retract in the ſame 
manner his ſyſtem with reſpect to France. Mr. Fox conclud- 


ed a long and brilliant ſpeech by ſaying, that he certainly pre- 
ferred the motion of his Hon. Friend which he had opened 


ſuaſion, to the amendment of Mr. Wilberforce ;. but at the 


fame time that amendment ſhould have his ſupport, if the 
Houſe thought fit to prefer the one propoſition to the other. 
Mr. Dundas ſaid, he had always been adverſe to making de- 


clarations, and particularly ſo while the war was continuing, 
becauſe it could anſwer no other purpoſe but to give the enemy 


- courage and ſpirits to act againſt us. There was one of a 


nature ſomething ſimilar to the preſent towards the concluſion 


of the American war, which he had oppoſed, but unſucceſſ- 


fully; but the conſequence of it was, that the Executive Go- 


/ 


vernment felt itſelf moſt completely fettered in its ſubſequent 


negotiations for peace; and ſuch would be the caſe in the 
_ preſent inſtance, if it were paſſed, 


* 


The principal argument upon which the motion had 
been maintained was, that if we did not make peace at this 
criſis, we ſhould not have ſuch good terms if the war were 
continued. This was the whole point in diſpute. How did 


Gentlemen know that the tide of war would not turn in our 


favoyr ? There was every thing to hope upon the ſubjet—at 
leaft it was a fair hora that our anden would not be 


worſe if we continued the war. 


Surely Gentlemen would not fav, that now, when the 
enemy had conquered the Netherlands and Holland, and-were 


likely to have a ſtrong navy, that we ought to ſeize that very 


moment of time to make propoſals for peace. | 
He wiſhed however to aſk, whether the advocates for peace 
meant to 185 that Holland could be given up as a poſſeſſion to 
France? 


Jax. 26] = WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. —=arf 
France? that was a poſition which he was ſure no Gentleman 
would dare to advance in that Houſe. „ 

If then they did not mean that, they ſhould not haraſs the 


Executive Government with ſuch a motion as the preſent: 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had faid, that miniſters were 


afraid to negative the motion. 80 far from it, he ſhould have 


been inclined to give his direct negative to the motion, had 


not the prudence of his Right Hon. Friend ſuggeſted the 


amendment. He was extremely happy that the amendment 
1 


had been propoſed, and augured well of its effect, as it ſeemed 


to provoke the anger of Gentlemen on the other ſide of the 
Houſe; and was calculated to avert all that miſrepreſentation 


which would have been ſpread round the country if the motion 
had been directly negatived. 5 . 52 


One of the charges often refuted, but ſtill renewed, was, 
that the miniſters of this country had formed an intention of 


reſtoring the old government in France. To this argument; 
he could only ſay, in direct terms, that they had no ſuch idea 
at any one period of the war, and he hoped Gentlemen would 
not have recourſe to it. „ : | 


Mr. Dundas read extracts from the correſpondence between 


M. Chauvelin and Lord Grenville, to. prove that the original 
cauſe of the war was the adoption of principles which were 
- incompatible with the ſafety of any government. | 


Mr. Wentworth and Mr. Hippiſley Cox ſpoke in favour of the 


motion | | 5 ; 

Mr. Sommers Cocks roſe, merely that, from the fimilarity of 
names, he might not be ſuppoſed to have given his vote for 
the motion, which ſhould have his decided negative. 


Sir Francis Baſſet ſpoke a few words. After which the 


Houſe called again loudly for the queſtion. _ 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he hoped that on ſo very important a queſ- 


tion, and under ſuch peculiar circumſtances, he ſhould not be 


denied the indulgence uſually granted by the Houſe to a Mem- 


ber making a motion, and affured the Houſe that he had 


neither power nor inclination to abuſe it; 


The Houſe he thought muſt agree with him, that he had 


great reaſon to complain of the manner in which the Right. 


Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer had treated his motion, 
after what had paſſed upon the ſubject on the firſt night of the 
ſeſſions. On that night, when he gave notice of this motion, 
the Houſe would recolle& he had called his Majeſty's miniſters 


attention to the wording of it, in order that, to avoid all cavil 
on the ſubject, they might underſtand each other; and the 


Right Hon. Chancellor of the Exchequer then ſaid, that he 


- 
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underſtood it, and was prepared to diſcuſs the queſtion ariſing | 
upon it whenever it ſhould be brought forward. NE | 

Mr. Grey declared, that the Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould 
deny this propoſition was extraordinary; and that he ſhould, 
after ſo pledging himſelf to meet the queſtion fairly, come for- 

ward with an expedient to evade it, was treating him he 
thought very unfairly. The Right Hon. Gentleman might 
have put a direct negative on the motion, but he was aware 
that if he did ſo, he would have been committed farther than 
his caution would allow, and pinned down to a declaration 
| never to negotiate with the preſent government of France. 
He therefore got rid of it by a ſide- wind, and in the ſhape of an 
| amendment, left it barely poſſible, in caſe of extreme urgency, 
to negotiate, while he ſhuffled off the ſubſtantial object of the 
motion for the preſent. But the Right Hon. Gentleman 
might rely upon it, this would not in the end anſwer his pur- 
poſe ; it might anſwer the purpoſe of the Houſe, but would 
not ſettle public opinion. The people, on reading the debates 
of that night, would ſee the nature of the expedient, and 
though it might get him a few votes for the night, it would 
never, he was ſure, get him the ſupport of the Public. 
Having ſaid thus much on the point, as touched by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Grey directed his reply to 
Mr. Secretary Dundas; and remarked, that that Gentleman's 
Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Pitt) had = that the queſtion at iſſue 
was, whether the danger and difficulties of our ſituation were 
fo great as to make it prudent for us, at preſent, to propoſe to 
our enemies a negotiation for peace? While the Right Hon. 
Secretary, on the contrary, maintained that it was not pollible 
for us to be in a worſe ſtate for negotiation—the latter aſſer- 

| tion he hoped was unfounded, but he defired to know on 

1 which of the two tlie Right Hon. Gentlemen wiſhed to reſt 

1 their argument? „ EO, 

Either ſuppoſition would anfwer his purpoſe ; for on the one 
hand, if our dangers and difficulties were not great, this was 
the time to hope for a peace with ſome advantage not to 
= wait for an humiliating reverſe. On the other hand, if we are 
= in a very bad ſtate, the ſooner we made peace the better. The 
Right Hon. Secretary had called upon him to ſay, what the 

terms were on which he would make peace? That was a queſ- 

= tion which he thought the Right Hom: Gentleman had no 

1 right to aft. He would, however, ſay, „On ſuch terms as at 

: the time of negotiation might appear to be moſt honourable 

7 and 2qvantageous.” He would in return aſk the Right Hon. 

bH Gentleman, when and on what terms he would propoſe to nego- 

| ö | | £5) tiate! 


"ES . 4 


tiate? Would he wait for the reconquering of Holland and the 

recovery of the Auſtrian Netherlands? If we were to wait till 

then, peace would be far indeed from this ill-fated country. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that we were in the 
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worſt poflible ſtate for negotiation at this time, and would 
thence infer,. that we ought to wait for ſome alteration for the 


better, before we made propoſals for a peace. Suppole that 


| we obtained a victory, would not the Right Hon. Secretary's | 
friend (Mr. Pitt) ſay, that our increaſing proſperity was a reaſon | 


for continuing the war? 


Mr. Grey contended, that the amendment went, in fact, 


| to exclude the poſſibility of peace till the preſent governnient 
of France was overthrown, though the Right Hon. Gentleman 


who moved it endeavoured to flur it over. For his part, he 
Could not ſee any end that the reaſoning of miniſters left us to 


hope to the war. The miniſter would not treat with Briſſot's 
party nor with Robeſpierre's party—nor now with the 
moderate party: In fact, he appeared determined not to treat 
with any, and aſſigned for a reaſon, the frequent change of 
Tulers in that country. Suppoſing another change, would not 
that, he demanded, be, on the Right Hon. Gentleman's own 


mode of arguing, one reaſon more againſt peace? If aſked what 
ſecurity we ſhould have had, if we made peace with Briffot or 
 Robeſpierre, he would anſwer, Look to the other nations 


who have made treaties with them, and ſee if they have found 
any great breach of faith in the French””—Nations to whom 
the Right Hon. Gentleman, he was confident, now looked with 
n HEE I ieee 

After encountering various other parts of Mr. Dundas's ar- 
gument, Mr. Grey turned to that reſpecting the comparative 


ſtate of the finances of the two countries, and ſaid that fo long 


as the French believed themſelves ſtruggling for independenee, 


and we were not, there could be no compariſon juſtly made 


between them. The reſources of France in that caſe had no 
end, but in the phyſical impoſſibility to raiſe money. They 
would give their laſt ſhilling, while our people, conſcious that 


we were ſtruggling for a phantom, would feel great difficulty 


in ſupporting the war, and particularly as if there was a peace 
made directly, the expences already incurred by it would 
amount to fifty-five millions. That bar to negotiation was 
out of the queſtion. | 1 1 207 


The Secretary at War ſaid, he would enly riſe to' awer | 
point that had been ſtarted, and on which he conceived he had 


been much miſrepreſented, and that was, that he had aſſerted 
the reſtoration of the monarchy in France to be the fine gud non 
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upon which this country could treat with that. As far as he 


| could recollect, he never made ſuch an aſſertion. . 


Mr. n ie Member for Berkſhire, ſaid he would vote for 
the original queſtion, although he had been 8 to vote in 
general with miniſters. 


The queſtion was now loudly called a for, when a viſion | 


took place upon Mr. Grey's motion: 


i rr pon ® + -H@ 
; OTIE: it e wy 
IE 3 — 18 3 
A diviflon then enſued upon the Chancellor of the Excho- 
quer 's amendment: 5 5 | | 
os — 0 


. 5 90 
Majority + + 08 | 


The gallery doors were not opened again; but after 
Mr. Wilberforce's amendment was diſpoſed of, Mr. Sher:- 
dan propoſed a third amendment, to be added to the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer's reſolution. He charged the mi- 
niſter with having ſelected words of ambiguity and prevarica- 
tion to miſlead the Public, on a ſubject and on a day peculiarly 
_ devoted to perſpicuity and explanation. The wiſh of the 


country was for a ſpeedy peace, without regarding the con- 
ſtruction or principles of the preſent exiſting government of 
France, He was confident the miniſter, and many who voted 


with him, meant differently. His amendment would bring 
their meaning to a fair trial; if negatived, the country would 


underſtand that peace was as far off as ever, and that the war 


was ſtill, in fact, carried on to change the Government of 


France, 
This brought on a warm FO LES and particular)y be- 


tween Mr. Fox and Mr. Windham. 


The addition propoſed by Mr. ian va. 


'« And that this Houſe are not of opinion, that there are circumſtances 
in the preſent exiſting Government of France which preclude all negotia- 
tion with the ſaid Government, or render it incapable of 1 the 
accuſtomed relations of peace and . with other countries,” 


It paſſed in the negative, 


The: Houſe, at five in the morning, adjourned till Wet. 
neſday. | 


Jax, ab ] 3 


Lift of the Mi REAR an the following Motion of Mr. Grey, on Monday | 
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the 26th January, That the exiſtence of the preſent Govern- 


ment of France ought not to be conſidered as nn at hs | 


time, a Negotiation for Peace.“ 
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Second Diviſion on Mr. Wilber force's Amendment, in addition ts 
2. the above-mentioned Gentlemen. 1 RD 
Bond, John Corff Caſtle | Mills, William St. Ives 
Ford, Sir Francis Newcaſtle Un- | Powlett, Charles Truro 


| | der Line Saluſbury, Robert MonmouthCo. 
Gordon, James Truro Wilmot, Jokn Coventry, _ 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| TvEesDavy, Jan. 27. 5 

The Committee appointed to inſpect precedents reſpecting 
the mode of proceeding on the trial of Warren Haſtings, re- 
SA RCTS. CME oo en SENS Tos, 

11 MOTION FOR PEACE, 

The ovder-of ie ts 
The Duke of Bedford roſe, Fo ſaid, in purſuance of the no- 
tice which he had given on a former day. He declared he 
felt ſo deeply impreſſed by the magnitude of the ſubject which 
he had to bring before their Lordſhips, as affecting the ſtate of 
Europe, and the happineſs of millions, that, whilſt he called 
the attention of their Lordſhips to the importance of the oc- 
caſion, he felt it neceſſary to claim a particular degree of in- 
dulgence for himſelf, The motion which he ſhould have the 
Honour to offer before he ſat down, had been for ſome time 
before the Houſe, and then laid on their Lordſhips table; but 
as it might not have been read by ſome of their Lordſhips, he 

ſhould take the liberty to reſtate it. His motion was to the 
following tenor: | | Se _ : | 

% That no form of government which may prevail in France, ſhould 
preclude a negotiation, or prevent a peace, when the latter could be made 
conliſtently with the intereſt, the honour, and the ſecurity of this country. 


His Majeſty's miniſters had informed Parliament that the 
war was to be continued; it became therefore eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary that their Lordſhips ſhould clearly underſtand upo 
what plan they were to continue the war in future; the peo 
ple of this country ought to be diſtinctly told what they wer 
fighting for; and it was likewiſe neceflary that the people q 
France ſhould know what they were fighting againſt. If the] 
Lordſhips ſhould think fit to negative Ka motion, they-wouſ 
render the proſpect of peace more diſtant than even the pr 

ceedings of miniſters, or more particularly their languf 
and the language of their friends. That language the Frey 
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muſt have heard, and it would well become their Lordſhips 
wiſdom to obviate, by their votes, the ill effects ſuch language 

_ evidently tended to produce. It would well become them to 


the Hou | | 
language of,minifters was calculated to excite. Their Lord- 


— 


ſhew the gooyle of this country, and the world at large, that 
e of Lords was not a party to the violence which the 


ſhips had never held ſuch language, and therefore he was not. 


calling upon them to contradict themſelves, by aſking them to 


diſavow it. Po do this appeared to be abſolutely neceſſary at 
the preſent moment, in order to put'a ſtop to the calamities 


which it had brought upon Europe. Their Lordſhips had 
often heard it aſſerted, that this was a war «/que ad internecio- 
nem language untit for the moſt barbarous times; a ſenti- 
ment ſo fraught with cruelty, and ſo dangerous to the 
principles of all good government, that to call upon their 
Lordſhips to contradict it, was to call upon their policy, as 


well as their juſtice, 2 e 55 
The war, in its commencement, he admitted to have been 


popular; it was undoubtedly approved of by a great majori- 
ty; but that majority had been obtained by deluſion, and ſuc- 


ceſsful attempts to captivate the paſſions, the better to miſlead 


the judgment of the people. The ſame means were ſtill em- 


ployed to impede the increaſing unpopularity of the war, but 
could not, as their Lordſhips muſt feel, operate much longer; 
the country being at length rouſed by a ſenſe of the dangerous 
conſequences which the war had produced, and giving mani- 


feſt ſigns of a pretty general with for its concluſion. "Thoſe 


who were againſt taking any ſteps towards peace, had con- 
tended, that to do ſo would tie up the hands of miniſters, and 


_ oblige them to accept of whatever terms the enemy thought 
fit to grant. His motion had no ſuch tendency; all he aſked 


their Lordſhips to declare was, that they were ready to accede 


to peace, as ſoon as it could be obtained with ſafety to the in- 


tereſts of the country and with honour. He was aware that 
the ſame deluſions would be again attempted to impoſe upon 
their Lordſhips judgment, the fame excitements to rouſe 
their paſſions. They would be told, that, although peace was 


highly deſireable, this was not the proper time for obtaining it. 
His motion would bind- their Lordſhips to no particular time, 


but leave both time and terms to the diſcretion of his Ma- 
diſcretion... ty nfs 3 £ | 
The arguments commonly urged againſt every propoſition 
tending to facilitate the attainment of peace, were—that no 


Z jelty's miniſters, who were reſponſible for their exerciſe of that 


peace concluded with the preſent Government of France could 
be petmanent; that to 72 


e for peace would be as injurious to 
N | our 
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424 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 8 ſ[Loxys, 
our intereſt as inconſiſtent with our honour. No man who 
recommended removing the obſtacles to peace had ever pro- 
_ poſed ſuing for it; no man had ever uttered the word. Much 
as he thought peace to be deſired, he would ſcorn to ſue for it. 
The danger to this country, from the introduction of French 
principles, was next alleged: Our allies, it was faid, were 
preparing to make 13 exertions; and the deſperate ſitua- 
tion of the French finances rendered it impoſſible for them to 
continue the war on the ſame extended ſcale of vigour, as they 
i had hitherto done, to which it had been owing that they were 
enabled to baffle our efforts. Conſcious of the infuſhciency of 
their own arguments, miniſters reforted to another expedient, 
and attacked the paſſions of their Lordſhips, by telling them 
that the war was the cauſe of humanity, of religion, and of 
G „ E 
Io negotiate, miniſters ſaid, would be diſhonourable. How, 
they aſked, could we make the firſt overtures for peace, when 
it was notorious that the French had been the aggreſſors? 
The queſtion of aggreſſion was by no means ſo clear as they 
choſe to repreſent it; but admitting it, for the ſake of argument, 
to be ſo, let their Lordſhips confider what endleſs ſcenes of 
blood Europe muſt have exhibited, had it been the predomi- 
nant principle of courts that no ſtate could, without. diſho- 
nour, manifeſt a diſpoſition to peace, unleſs it had been the 
aggreſſor in the commencement of war. We had often offer- 
ed to treat when our arms were ſuccefsful, although we had 
not been the aggreſſors; and in the American war, which was 
unſucceſsful, we had even ſuſpended offenſive operations as 2 
preliminary to negotiation. To prove that the French had 
been the aggreſſors, the decree of November 19, 1792, had 
been much inſiſted upon; and the argument came with greater 
weight from being urged ſoon after their Lordſhips, in a du- 
tiful Addreſs, had expreſſed their ſatisfaction in hearing of a 
Speech from the Throne, in which his Majeſty told them that 
he had carefully abſtained from all interference in the affairs of 
France, and, in the diſputes between the Continental Powers, 
obſerved a ſtrict neutrality. He was ready to admit that we 
had a right to incerfere in the interna] government of France, 
it the French declared an intention of interfering in ours. 
But let their Lordſhips call to mind how anxious the French 
had been to retract this declaration, and to do it away. Their 
- Miniſter for Foreign Affairs offered any explanation that might 
be required. The ſame inclination was ſhewn by ſpeeches in 
_ the Convention. After a ſpeech by Danton, ſetting forth, 
that, although friends to the liberty of all mankind, they 
cu;;hr to correct the errors of mamentary enthuſiaſm, a decree 
5 | ES Was 
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was paſſed, declaring that the French would not intẽrſere in 
the government of other countries; and in their new conſti- 


tution an article was inſerted, that they would not interfere in 


the government of any other people, nor ſuffer any other peo- 
ple to interfere in theirs, They had therefore renounced this 


The Duke produced a few ſhort documents in ſupport of his 


_ offenſive principle, and we ought to do fo too. 


argument, which he read at the table, 3 an extract 
t 


from Danton's ſpeech, and the decree that followed it. 5 
In anſwer to the aſſertion that no permanent peace could be 


made with the preſent French Government, he was almoſt 


aſhamed to ſtate what he had formerly urged, but with ſo little 


impreſſion, that none of their Lordſhips thought it even worthy 
of being refuted. He thought it, however, ſo conclufive, that 
till he could ſo far call their Lordſhips attention to it as to re- 
ceive an anſwer, he ſhould not ceaſe to urge it ;—when re- 
futed, he ſhould bow with ſubmithon to better reaſoning than 
his own. What was meant, he would aſk, by a permanent 
peace? Where, in the hiſtory of Europe, was a ſingle in- 
itance of a permanent peace to be found, in the abſolute ſenſe 


of the word? A permanent peace, in any rational and prac- 


tical acceptation of the term, was a peace on ſuch, conditions 
as each of the contracting parties had a right to expect, and 
was conſequently likely to prove mutually ſatisfactory. An 


equitable peace was the only one likely to be permanent; a na- 


tion, compelled to accept of any other, ſmarting under a ſenſe . 
of injury, would obſerve it no longer than weakneſs and ne- 
ceſſity compelled. Were he to argue on relative permanence, 
he ſhould think it more probable that peace with a republic 
mult be laſting than with a monarchy either abſolute or limit- 
ed. In a republic, the queſtion of peace or war mult be ex- 
amined by many minds, it muſt be debated ; whereas, in a 
monarchy, one individual might decide: And while human 
judgment was liable to miſtake, the deciſion of one mult be leſs 
to be relied upon than that of the many. Not that a monarch _ 


is to be ſo ſuſpected of contempt and diſregard of his people 


as to ſquander inconſiderately their treaſure and their hood; 
but as monarchs are but men, heated by the ſame imagination, 


and hurried. on by the ſame paſſions, alike the flaves of their 


caprices and their pride, there muſt afſuredly be leſs reſtrice 


tion and more danger. en 5 r 
heir Lordſhips were exhorted to perſevere in the war, be- 
cauſe of the danger to be apprehended from the introduction 


of French principles. Were Engliſhmen, then, ſo diſaffected 
to the conſtitution? were they fo partial to the inſtitutions of _ 
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other countries in preference to thoſe of their own, as to be ready 
to abandon them on the firſt ſuggeſtion ? But it was ſaid, that 
French Jacobins would come into this country.—Who were 
theſe Jacobins? Were they the Members of the Jacobin 
Club ? or was it meant to brand the whole people of France 


with the name of Jacobin ? In what ſituation would the 


French Jacobin come here? Was there any thing ſo peculiar- 


ly captivating in his lapguage or addreſs, as to make him for- 


midable? He muſt tell the people of this country, © Do as 
we have done in France; deſtroy your monarchy ; aboliſh the 
_ Houſe of Lords, diſmiſs the Houſe of Commons, ſweep away 
all your ancient inſtitutions, and eſtabliſh liberty and equality.” 


The Engliſhman would hardly be ſo dull as not to aſk,— 


% What have you eſtabliſhed in the room of all you have abo- 


liſhed ? and how do you know that what you promiſe would 
be better than what I poſſeſs ?? He would aſk—< How came 


come a voluntary exile, to relinquiſn the bleſſings of liberty at 


home, in order to preach liberty to ſtrangers, the Engliſhman 
would probably aſk— What have you gained by your liberty, 


and what have you ſuffered? Is not your agriculture im- 
paired, your manufactures and commerce ruined, poverty and 


Want brought upon your citizens, who have ſurvived the pri- 
ons, or eſcaped the executions and the laughter to which you 


have been led without diſtinction? Do you not at preſent 
mourn the loſs of friends or relations, who have fallen by 
the hands of the executioner, or the ſword of the enemy ?”— 
He had heard much of the introduction of French money 


into this country, by Jacobins. The deſtruction of the Jaco- 
bins at Paris, was once ſaid to be the object of the war. That 


was now effected, for the Convention had fhut up the Hall, 


and decreed that the Club ſhould meet no more. Where were 


theſe Jacobins to get the money? If the ſituation of France 
were ſuch as miniſters deſcribed it, even the government could 


not afford to ſend money out of the country. But were the 
people of this country to be calumniated, were their feelings 


and their underſtandings to be inſulted, by ſuggeſting that they 


were ſo eaſily to be brought out of their principles, and out of 
their attachment to the inſtitutions of their anceſtors ? 


The next argument for perſiſting in the war was drawn from 


the invigorated exertions to be made by our allies, and the 


deſperate ſtate of the French finances. Much more vigorous 


& 


ache forſake all the bleſſings of your own liberty, to come 
here, where you ſay there is none ?” If the Jacobin ſhould 
reply that his univerſal philanthropy had induced him to be- 
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ol our allies in order to be of much avail. Need he remind 
their Lordſhips that they did not now hear ſuch arguments for 
the firſt time; that they had heard them often, and been re- 


peatedly deceived? Every one of the declarations made b 


miniſters, had been contradicted by events. This did not r 
on his aſſertion, Let their Lordſhips look at the proceedings 
in the Diet of Ratiſbon. There they would find that the 


principal members of the Germanic Body, far from being in a 


condition to make more vigorous exertions, were convinced of 
the neceſſity of endeavouring to obtain peace, Even the Em- 
peror, in his character of Duke of Auſtria, did not ſeem 
averſe to peace, although his miniſters did not directly accede 
to the reſolution. They propoſed a middle courſe, viz. that 


the whole ſhould be referred to the Emperor, as head of the 


Germanic Body. The Emperor did not therefore oppoſe a 
propoſition for peace; he only wiſhed the time and the mode 
to be referred to himſelf. For this there might be weighty 
reaſons. He had not yet got the fix millions our miniſters had 
engaged to lend him. When he was ſure of the money, he 
might then think it a fit time to open negotiations. Even the 
King of Pruſſia had acceded to the pacific reſolution, which 
was drawn up in the ſtrongeſt and moſt explicit terms. Could 


their Lordſhips hope for greater exertions on the part of theſe 
allies? Even if they were willing, it was obvious that they 
were not able, and that their ſituations and proſpects, if the 


war mult be continued, were much more deſperate than at the 


commencement of either of the former campaigns, With re- 
ſpect to the finances of France, he did not pretend to poſſeſs 
ſufficient information for ſuch a detail, as it would become 


him to ſubmit in argument to their Lordſhips; but his general 


concluſion was, that they were not exhauſted, as miniſters 


| wiſhed us to believe. Suppoſing them, however, to be nearly 


exhauſted, could we ruin them? Certainly not. While 
there was pPopeny in the country, the government would find 
means to get it, for the purpoſe of maintaining their armies z 


while the people were convinced, that the war was a war of 


extermination, or unconditional ſubmiſhon to the will of a 


foreign enemy, they would ſacrifice their property; nor was 


there one of their Lordſhips, he was convinced, who would 
not give up nine-tenths of all he poſſeſſes, in defence of the 


kingdom, and the liberties of himſelf in common with thoſe | 
of the reſt of the people. If we could not ruin them in 
finance, could we hope to outnumber them? Their population 


was one-ſeventh of all Europe; and add to this the acquiſition 


they had made, with the poſſeſſion of Holland, where they 
had not entered as an enemy, but been received as an ally ; 
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where it was well known that the majority of the people were 
their friends; where they would receive ſubſtantial co-opera- 
tion, inſtead of having to retain the country as a conqueſt. 
* When he came to examine the other arguments, his Grace 
Taid, he found only attempts to excite their Lordſhips paſ- 
fions. He had heard their feelings played upon, by teiling 
them that they were embarked in the cauſe of humanity and 
of God. When we firſt embarked in the war, it might per- 
Haps have been thought the cauſe of humanity, although he 
had never thought it fo. It might have been imagined that 
we undertook it to ſave the life of an unfortunate, but much 
to be lamented Monarch. Soon, however, were we unde 
_ ceived, and great reaſon had we to fear that our attempt to 
. fave, accelerated the cruel event we deplored. But could it 
'Y now be called a war in the cauſe of hamanity ? Minifters had 
3 declared the effects of our hoſtility. It had produced, they 
ſaid, the ſyſtem of terror, at which they railed, and juſtly 
railed. It had produced the depreciation of aſſignats, and 
that produced the ſyſtem of fear, with all irs horrid train of 


it imprifonment, rapine, inſurrection, murder, and maſſacre. 
= They muſt then admit, that their policy had aggravated the 


evils they took up arms to prevent; that it had ipread f-ar, 
- oppreſſion, and blood, over the face of France. If their 
ſyſtem of war had made ail this neceſſary let them not boaſt 
of it; let it no more be called a war of humanity. Was 
the death of fifty thouſand Britiſh ſubjects who had fallen in 
the war, of the hundreds of thouſands of innocent ſoldiers 
on all ſides, for to the ſoldiers could not be imputed the guilt 
of the leaders they obeyed, a circumſtance favourable to the 

- cauſe of humanity ? e 
Laaſt year it was faid, the ſyſtem of terror could not laſt, 
and the prediction had been fulfilled. This year, a new ſet 
of men were in poſſeſſion of the French government, a new 
Committee of Public Safety acting on new principles and 
miniſters ſaid the ſyſtem of moderation could not laſt. A 
Committee of Government receiving ſo many new members 
every month in the room of others going out by rotation, 
that men might not be tempted to commit crimes from the 
hope of impunity in the permanence of their power, was 
ſomething they could not poſſibly endure. Here, and he 
gave them credit for it, they ſeemed to be actuated by fellow- 
Ecling, They could not but look upon a change of mini- 
ters as a thing to be deprecated, as an evil never to be too 
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'-much guarded againſt, however incapable or miſchievous 4 
thoſe miniſters might be. It was agreed on -all hands that | 


the preſent ſtats of France was preferable to that in which it 
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had been very lately. Surely this was a cricumſtance for 
humanity to — 850 in. But what was the language of our 
humanity ? 

its rulers confeſſing, in ſome inſtances puniſhing, and in many 


endeavouring to repair the miſchiefs they had done. Should 
we hail this as a favourable omen? Should we indulge in 


the proſpect of reviving reaſon and returning happineſs ? 
Should we endeavour to obviate any difficulties our own con- 


duct may have thrown in the way ?—* No,” ſaid miniſters, 


c you ſhall not reſtore order and juſtice, but by our means; 
nothing ſhall ſatisfy us but carrying war to your frontiers, 
and famine to the interior.” By this courſe we ſhould never 


conquer the armies or the opinions of France; but we might 


perhaps regenerate the ſyſtem of violence and blood. It was 
not in preſence of the venerable Bench (of Biſhops) oppo- 
ſite, that he would ſay much on the other part of this topic; 


but if the principles in which his youth had been inſtructed 


were true, it was not for man to afſume the oflice of diſpen- 
ſing the vengeance of God. BOY - 

If theſe arguments had failed to make an impreſſion upon 
their Lordſhips, he was. convinced it muſt be owing to his 
feeble manner of ſtating them, and not to any defect in the 
arguments themſelves. He would add a few words on his 
firſt propoſition, that to adopt his motion would tend to unite 
all the people of this country, if the war ſhould continue, 
and diſunite the people of France. During the domination 
of Robeſpierre, it was often urged, that when the terror of 


his deſpotiſm was removed, the people would declare them- 


ſelves in favour of royalty—that prediction, like many others, 
had failed. Robeſpierre was gone—opprefſion had no longer 
ſway, and the favourers of royalty were leſs numerous than 
ever. During the deſpotiſm of Robeſpierre, there were con- 
ſtant inſurrections quelled only by maſſicres. Since that pe- 
riod, inſurrection had ceaſed with the oppreſſion that pro- 
 voked it. Even the war in La Vende: appeared to be almoſt 
extinguiſhed, and that not ſo much by force as by concilia- 

tion. When we took poſſeſſion of Toulon, and taixed of 
carrying the war into the moſt diſaffected pait of all France, 
when we reared the ſtandard of limited monarchy, did the 
people of the country come to join us? Did we not ſoon 
find that the majority, even of the inhabitants of Toulon 
itlelf, were againſt us? When General Wurmſer penetrated 
into Alſace, did the people riſe to join him ?—A ſmall party 


negotiating about ſurrendering Straſburgh, were detected and 


puniſhed. Did we find royaliſts or friends to our arms under 
any denomination in Flanders? When Dumourier, the moſt 


popular 


* 


e ſaw a nation emerging from guilt and blood, 
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although they gave miniſters the ſupplies, they might not give 


and the French people, or their rulers, obſtinately perſiſt in 


- danks of the Scheldt to the banks of the Thames, and anni- 


popular General the revolutionary army had then known, 
agreed to join the allies, how many followed him ?—A ſingle 
regiment. Generals had been removed, accuſed, and ex- 
ecuted; every thing, as far as related to their more favourite 
leaders, had been done by the Convention to diſguſt the ar- 
mies; yet in no inſtance had they abated of that enthuſiaſm 
for fighting againſt the common enemy, which the idea that 
their country was attacked in order to be conquered, naturally 
inſpired. While we left them in poſſeſſion of the ſame mo- 
tives for reſiſtance, the fame reſiſtance they would continue 
to make. Take away the motive, and its effects would ſoon 
fall. It could not be denied that the war was leſs popular in 
this country than it had been, no matter to what extent; and 
in proportion as it became unpopular, our exertions muſt be 
enfcebled. There were many who had never given it their 
zealous ſupport. It was not by the Lords or Commons re- 
fuſing the ſupplies that vigorous exertion could alone be re- 
ſtrained, This they equld not do but at too great a riſk to 
the country, even for a war of which they difapproved. But 


their active co-operation; becauſe that would be approving 
of the war in its principle, which he would never do, for 
then he ſhould be implicated in all the butchery, and devaſta- 
tion, and ſlaughter, to which it had given birth. If their 
Lordſhips were to take the other courſe, and declare that they 
fupported the war not for changing or dictating forms of go- 
vernment for France, but to obtain equitable terms of peace; 


continuing the war, what feeling would actuate every Engliſh- 
man, but that we were engaged in a war of neceſlity ; that 

we were fighting for our liberty, for our exiſtence; and that 

every ſacrifice and every exertion mult be made? Inſtead of 

going on with mercenaries, vp, while coldly fighting on our 

fide to-day, might poſſibly fight againſt us to-morrow, if the F 
French would pay a better price for them, we ſhould fight | 
our own battles like men who felt the value of the ſtake. 
The Britiſh troops had always fought, and always would fight 
bravely 3 but in this. conteſt they fought not with the enthu- 
Kulm which the love of liberty inſpires, becauſe they knew 
that for liberty they were not fighting; they knew that they 
were fighting againſt the liberty of. another people. What 
ould be the difference if the French were to attempt to con- 
quer us? He thould be told, perhaps, that they meditated 
the attempt, and reminded of ſpeeches in the Convention to 
4hat eſfeck; of their threatening to carry the war from the 


r 


| nRuilate 
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hilate the Britiſh government. Let their Lordſhips call to mind 
ſpeeches they bad heard in that Houſe as bitter and as ex- 
travagant, and then they would perhaps think that the former 
were meant as nothing more than retaliation for the latter. 
All the former language of miniſters held out, that we would 
never treat till the Jacobins were deſtroyed. The Jacobins 
were deſtroyed, and ſtill we would not treat. What could 
the people of France or England infer from all this, but 
that we would never treat till we were allowed to diftate ? 
The Noble Secretary of State had ſaid, that he would not 
reſuſe to treat with a good republican government in France; 
but how were the French to diſcover what he would think a 
good republican government, or how could they form it, if 
we continued to preſs them by war? They themſeives had 


ſaid that they would poſtpone forming the important parts of 


their government till peace. Were their preſent revolutionary 
government to be deſtroyed, they would then have nene; 
would we treat with them in that ſituation? As the war 
became unpopular at home, as their Lordihips muſt ſee it was 
daily doing, our energy in the proſecution of it would de- 
_ cline, for it was not the money of a country, but the hands 
and hearts of a people, that gave vigour and exertion. No 
man was energetic in a war of which he did not ſee the pro- 
bable termination; and who could ſee the termination of à 
war, continued on the principle. of razing a whole nation 


from the face of the earth? If their Lordſhips ſhould adopt 


his motion, they would convince the people that the object 


of the French in perſiſting in the war, muſt be to conquer 


us; for they had too many ſucceſſes on the continent to need 
any more for their own defence; and then we ſhould joins 


heart and hand as one man, we ſhould be animated with equat 


enthuſiaſm, we ſhould riſe in a maſs, Was there a man o 
cowardly of heart, ſo daſtardly of nature, as not then to in- 
cur every ſacrifice, to brave every danger? For his part, he 
would ſooner loſe his life in defending his own liberty, than 
in attacking the liberty of another.. | | 
Among the arguments adduced to prove the bad ſtate of 
France, was the exceſſive dearneſs of proviſions, in conſe- 
quence of the depreciation of aſſignats. He was of opinion, 
that the depreciation of aſſignats was neither ſo great in it- 
ſelf, nor by any means ſuch an inconvenience to the French 
government, as miniſters contended. . But were French the 
only aſſignats depreciated by the war? Our aflignats were not 
the notes of the Bank of England, but our ſtocks, and theſe 
had ſuffered a depreciation of one third. Did we build our 
proſpects on the hope of a famine in France? God avert a 


famine 
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famine from that and every other country; and there was 
too much apprehenſion of * at home, for tha o be a 
topic which it would be adviſeable to urge with the people as 
an inducement to ſubmit cheerfully to the inevitable ſufferings 
of war. Their Lordſhips knew of a reſolution entered into 
before the Lord Mayor, and which had been afterwards laid 


before the miniſters, begging that he would exert himſelf to 


prevent the evils apprehended from the quantity of corn in 
the country not being equal to the conſumption till harveſt. 
He truſted we were in no real danger of want, but that very 
reflection ſhould teach us not to exult too much at the pro- 


ſpect of its being the fate of others. He 1 98 eahly excite 


their Lordſhips paſſions, by repreſenting to them the condi- 
tion of the poor, and what they had already ſuffered in con- 
ſequence of the war; he might tell them what he himſelf 
had witneſſed, that many who before were able to obtain a 
comfortable ſubſiſtence. by employment from the manufac- 
turers, were not now able to get wherewithal to buy them 
bread ; he might tell alſo that its effects had been ſenſibly felt 
by men of another deſcription, who had ſeen Engliſh aſſig- 
nats depreciate, though certainly not in an equal propor- 
tion with thoſe of France; Engliſh aflignats, the ſtocks, 
had fallen from ninety per cent. to near ſixty. But he 
ſcorned to gain their aſſent to any propofition by agitating 
their feelings, when he could not ſucceed by convincing 


their underſtandings. He concluded with moving his reſo- 


lution. _ 5 | ee 
Lord Grenville began his ſpeech with complimenting the 


Noble Duke who had juſt ſat down, on the candid and manly 
Way in which he had argued the grounds of his motion; but 


before he procecded to notice any part of the main ſubject, 
he deemed it neceſſary to give a direct anſwer to the miſtate- 
ment and miſapprehenſions which had taken place with reſpect 
to the ſentiments of miniſters relative to the war. They had 
as long as poſſible endeavoured to avoid hoſtilities, and had 


at laſt only undertaken them in order to repel an unjuſt ag- 


greſſion on the part of France. His Lordſhip briefly touched 
on ſome of the leading tranſactions that have been ſo often 
Rated Hy. miniſters in both Houſes as the grounds of the war; 
and after having diſpatched that preliminary of his argument, 
he ſaid, he could not by any means bring himſelf to believe, 
that the prefent was a moment proper or convenient for this 
country, under the exiſting circumſtances, to adopt the means. 
of negotiating or forwarding negotiation, by the mode pointed 
out by the Noble Duke in the preſent motion. He declared, 


. that it had never been his opinion, that this country, through 


J- - | : the 
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the medium of her miniſters or executive government, ſhould 
be bound or tied up from making peace with France or any 
other government with which it was at war, merely on ac- 
count of the particular form' of that government, be it called 
republican or any other name whatever; but ſtill he con- 


tended, that it was effentially neceſſary for thoſe who have 


the adminiſtration of the affairs of any government in their 


hands, to take particular care, that in all the meaſures they . 


purſued, and more particularly in a cafe of ſo momentous and 
highly important a nature, as that of negotiating a peace be- 
tween two great and powerful nations, they ſhould never for 
a fingle moment permit to eſcape their ſight, that moſt ne- 
ceſſary and important of all concerns—ſecurity. Security 
was the object which they had uniformly profeſted to ſeek 
from the preſent conteſt. This queſtion of ſecurity was in- 
timately connected with the conſideration of the ſituation of 
the country with which we were to treat. He ſtill believed 
that a majority of the people of France were more inclined 
to royalty than to any other form of government; and in that 
view it had always appeared expedient to miniſters to hold 
out the idea of encouraging and ſtrengthening the party in 
the interior of France, who were diſpoſed to aſſt in reſtoring 
monarchy. The re-eſtabliſhment of monarchy in France had 
always been held out both in the opinion of individuals, and 
the public declarations of Government, to preſent the moſt 


effectual means of war, and the moſt probable hopes of peace. 


What indeed had been the origin of the unjuſt aggreſſion 
upon this country, and what now precluded all ſecurity in 
treating. but the ftate of anarchy, confuſion, and diſorder, 
in which France was involved; and which could only be re- 
medied by the return of ſome ſtable form of government? 
But though a monarchy would certainly be deemed preferable, 
he defied any one to produce a declaration on the part of mi- 
niſters, that they never would treat with any government, 


under whatever form, that was capable of maintaining the 


accuitomed relations of peace and amity with other countries; 
Lord Grenville ſtated, that in one ſenſe he had no objection 
to adopt the declaration that had been propoſed by the Noble 


Duke. He had no objection to it as ſtating a genera! queſtion 


of peace and war, but he objeQed to it as a ſpecific declaration 
applying to the particular occaftion. Who would poſſibly differ 
from the propoſition, that peace ought to be ſought whenever 
it could be had conſiſtently with the honour and ſecurity of 
the country? But the point at iſſue was, whether the ſtate 
of the internal government formed, or ought to form, any 


part of our conſideration, before we could be induced to 
by treat 


* 
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treat with any rational proſpect of ſecurity? The affirmative 


we muſt decidedly admit, unleſs we were prepared to ſay, 


that the ſecurity in treating, depended not upon the characters. 


of the perſons with whom we ſhould negotiate, but wholly 
upon the terms of the treaty. The queſtion appeared to 


him of ſo much importance, that he thought it effential, 


diſtinctly to ſtate what were his ſentiments on the ſubject. 


The reſolution of the Noble Duke was merely a general 


abſtract propoſition, which had no reference to» the circum- 
ſtances of the time, and upon which it was impoſſible to 


act. The amendment that he ſhould move would, he ſaid, 


be as follows : | TEAS, 
4 That fe the preſent circumſtances, this Houſe feels itſelf called 


upon to dec re its determination firmly and ſteadily to | upport his Majelty 


in the vigofous proſecution of the preſent juſt and neceffary war, as afford- 
ing, at this time, the only reaſonable expectation of permanent ſecurity and 
peace to this country: And that, for the attainment of theſe objects, this 
Houſe relies with equal confidence on his Majeſty's intention to employ vi- 
gorouſſy the force and reſources of the country, in ſupport of its eſſential in- 
tereſts; and on the deſire uniformly manifeſted by his Majeſty, to effect a 
pacification on juſt and honourable grounds with any government in France, 
under whatever form, which ſhall appear capable of maintaining the accuſtom- 
ed relations of peace and amity witli other pods „ | 


| He had no ſcruple to ſay, that it was Airectly the ſame as 
that moved in the other Houſe of Parliament, and he thought 
It of importance to ſtate preciſely the ſame words, in order to 


prevent any miſconſtruction, and that as there was an exact 


agreement of principle,. there might likewiſe be the ſame co- 
incidence of expreſſion. His Lordſhip proceeded to ſupport 
the amendment he ſhould move by a long detail of facts that 
had taken place in France, by an infinite variety of pointed 


obſervations on thoſe facts, and by ſtating the deduCtions 


that in his mind reſulted naturally from the premiſes ſo laid 
down, in like manner as the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
argued in ſupport of the fame amendment in the Houſe of 
Commons the preceding day. The firſt point to which he 
adverted was, how far France might be diſpoſed to treat with 
this country? And here he referred to all the ſpeeches in 
the Convention, to all the declarations of their government, 
to all the changes of their parties, which bore one unvarying 
aſpect of hoſtility to this country. The next point which he 
proceeded to examine was, what dependence could be had 
upon the ſtability of the party now in power ? The mo- 

derantiits, he remarked, ſtood between two ſets of 1 ; 
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the firſt, thoſe who wiſhed to follow up the ſyſtem of modera- 
tion, and to reſtore the reign of order, juſtice, and religion; 
the others, thoſe who wiſhed to recal the ſanguinary ſyſtem 


of terror, and to eſtabliſh their own authority on profcrip- 


tions, confiſcations, and maſſacre, How little reliance was to 
be placed on the ſtability of the Republic, might appear from 
a circumſtance which he had received by his laſt accounts from 
Paris. A debate had taken place in the Convention, the reſult 
of which was, to ſend to the revolutionary tribunal, in order 
_ afterwards to be ſent to the guillotine (for the firft was al- 


molt invatiably, a few inſtances only excepted, the certain 


prelude to the latter), a man who had publiſhed a dialogue, 
ſtating a doubt whether the majority of the people of France 


were molt inclined to a monarchy or a republit, and pro- 


poſing that the queſtion might be ſubmitted to the Primary - 


Aſſemblies for a decifion. How then could it be affirmed, that 


the people of France were unanimous for a republic, when 
the point was called in queſtion, even at'the gates of the Con- 


vention, and thoſe who dared to ſuggeſt a doubt upon th 


His Lordſhip enlarged as he proceeded upon each of theſe 


ſeparate points. With regard to the queſtion how far France 
was diſpoſed to make peace, or treat for it with this country, 


he ſaid, it was evident from the ſpeeches in the Convention, 
from their decrees and declarations, that her profeſſions breathed 


the moſt inveterate ſpirit of hoſtility to Great Britain, and that 


we were ſelected from the maſs of the allies as that power, 
with which ſhe would perſiſt in the war with unremitting 


malignity. Talking of a ſtate with which it was deemed prac- 


ticable to make peace, Let us,” faid one of their demagogues, 
make peace with that power, but let us concentrate our forces 


for the deſtruction of the new Carthage; let amity be courted 
with other ſtates, but let England be annihilated.” In fact, 


it was evident from the terms of the reports and arguments 
produced an the Convention, that nothing could be further 


from their inclination at preſent, than a defire to ſheath the 


ſword againſt us; and that nothing leſs than the reductioꝑ of 
all their enemies would content the wild ambition that gene- 
rated their enthuſiaſm and their phrenzy. With regard to 


moderantiſm, which was the object of the preſent rulers of 


France, he certainly rejoiced at any change from the ſyſtem of 
terror that had prevatled during the reign of Robeſpierith the 


mercileſs author of ſo much maſſacre of the innocent of all 


deſcriptions, -without regard to ſex or age. But let them 
recollect, it had been the invariable practice of every new ſet 
of rulers who gained the ſway, to overturn the ſyſtem of their 


predeceſſors, and to undo all that they had done, The mode- 
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rates might ſhortly be forced out by ſome faction of a different 


turn of mind, and the ſyſtem of blood and murder he revived, 


with additional cruelty and horror. It could not therefore be 
ſaid, that France had yet a government ſufficiently ſtable and 


ſettled to make it ſafe to treat at preſent, Paris was ſtill dif. 
tracted by violent factions; and the difficulty with which that 
monſter Carrier was at length convicted of his enormous 


crimes, for which he at laſt fell the victim of the guillotine, 


ſnewed that the moderates had to reſiſt very powerful parties 


at preſent, which was no very favourable ſympton of their per- : 


manency as rulers of the government, 


With regard to the ſtate of religion in France, it was but 


too clear, from the circumſtance of a writer lately liberated 
from priſon, who had written upon the religion of that coun- 
try, and ſaid, that the ſeaſon of calamity and crimes more 
particularly inclined men to ſeek the conſolations of religion ; 
and that of all countries on the face of the globe, France was 
the country moſt intereſted to feek them. Þ 


for a republic, was republicaniſm; they paſſed to the order of 


the day; and immediately decreed the celebration of decadary 


feſtivals, a ſort of Pagan feaſts, by which the people were 


taught to deride all the ceremonies of religion and chriſtianity; 
and from the benefits of the releaſe granted to other deſcrip- 


tions of priſoners, the prieſts were ſtill excepted, 


He proceeded to prove from Cambon's Reports of the 
Committees of the Convention, the declining ſtate of their re- 
ſources, and the depreciation of their paper; aſſignats were fallen 
15 per cent. lower than when they were at 75 per cent. dil- ' 


count; the ſources of their revenue were dried up; the manu- 


forward the preſent motion, had acknowledged with a degree 
of candour and manlineſs which did him the higheſt honour, 


* that he would be as far as any man in the kingdom from /uing 


for peacez” whereas his Lordſhip contended that, in his 


opinion, for this country, at the preſent moment, to offer 
terms of negotiation, would be little ſhort of doing what che 


Noble Duke averred and he really believed he would not do. 


Would not, his Lordſhip ſaid, an offer of peace, at this mo- 
ment, ſtrongly ſeem to indicate that our finances were ex- 
hauſted, and that. we were no longer able to bear the burden 


of 


| oſſibly prompted. 
by this, Gregoire moved for the toleration of the Chriſtian 

religion, His ſpeech received an impious anſwer; one of the 
Jeaders in the Convention declared, that the only fit rcligion 


faQturers of Lyons, who had Ance been ſo profitable to the 
Nate, had lately earned their breyd as labourers, and by what 
' fort of employment ?—by demoſkſhing, in conformity to the 
decree of the Convention, the hotffes of that once famous and 
opulent city. His Lordſhip ſaid, the Noble Duke who brought 
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of the war? His Lordſhip was clearly of opinion that it would; 
and ſo far from that being the caſe, ſaid, he ſpoke with the higheſt 
and beſt-founded exultation, when he averred that our re- 
ſources were in a ſtate very far preferable to thoſe of the French. 
For, whatever might be ſaid of the reports of the French Con- 
vention, by people in this country, it was extremely evident, 
from the words of their own Members, that agriculture was at 
a ſtand, manufactures no more, and commerce annihilated. _ 
His Lordſhip then adverted to the report of Johannot, 
and ſaid that, notwithſtanding this report held out the re- 
ſources of the French to amount to go, odo, oool. ſterling, yet 
their immenſe expenditure had been ſuch, during the laſt two 
years, as to keep at leaſt an equal pace with it in magnitude; 
and that, therefore, the chief thing it went to prove, was, that 
in the courſe of the laſt eighteen months, by means of the moſt 
abominable maſſacres and proſcriptions, they had confiſcated, 
and ſeized into their hands, the enormous ſum of 300,000,000. _ 
ſterling, over and above what they had got by driving away 
all the nobility, clergy, and other orders, who had in any 
meaſure or degree diſcountenanced their favourite and all- 
ruling ſyſtem of plunder and devaſtation. This immenſe ſum, 
ariſing from the property of thouſands of innocent men they 
inhumanly treated, his Lordſhip ſaid, was liable to the juſt and 
legal claims of heirs, executors, and adminiſtrators of the 
miſerable wretches they cruelly robbed, ſcattered over almoſt 
every corner of the country. But it had been ſaid, that the 
effect of the preſent ſyſtem of moderantiſm, had been to throw 
the odium of all the former cruelties upon the faction of Ro- 
beſpierre, and to procure to the exiſting government the 
affection and confidence of the people. But in what were 
their reſources ſtated to conſiſt? In the immenſe confiſcations 
that had taken place during the prevalence of the ſyſtem of 
terror con fiſcations not drawn from the crown- lands, the 
church- lands, the property of the exiled nobility, but from 
thoſe Who had remained in the country, and whoſe ſole crime 
it was to be poſſeſſed of wealth and property. The heirs of 
thoſe perſons had applied to the preſent rulers to reſtore their 
property thus crue:ly and unjuſtly taken; but had been per- 
emptorily refuted, and were left to pine in Aer and diſtreſs 
amidſt thoſe ample domains of which their fathers had once been 
the owners. Could thoſe perſons be ſuppoſed to be attached 
to the preſent government? He did not with to throw any 
unmerited obloquy on the new ſyſtem ; the truth was, that it 
was much leſs violent and unjuſt than that which it had ſuc- 
ceeded, and fo far we were in a,fituation leſs remote from 
that in which we might be able to treat with a rational W | 
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az) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [lozve, 


of ſecurity. Till that period arrived, which he yet conceived 


to be far diſtant, he was of opinion that a vigorous proſecution 
of the war was preferable to any attempt to negotiate. The 


moment of ill ſucceſs was not that in which we ought to 
ſolicit for peace. He remarked with much ſatisfaction the 


animated manner in which the Noble Duke had declared that 
he ſhould ſupport the wary if France ſhould demand unreaſon- 


able terms. Could ſhe in the preſent moment be expected to 


propoſe any terns, which an Engliſhman would accept, or a | 
8 that Houſe adviſe to be adopted? If we ſhould 


make peace from a ſenſe of preſent preſſure, the injury mult 


be great, and the indignity ſtrong, which would again rouſe us 


to reſentment. But could we make peace with any ſenſe of 
confidence or feeling of ſecurity ? If in ſuch circumſtances we 


ſhould treat, we ſhould experience all the diticulties of war, 


and enjoy none of the advantages of peace. Were we pre- 
pared to riſk the conſequences of being again inundated by 
French milhonaries and French principles ? From the whole 
view of the ſituation of both countries, he thought no alter- 


native preferable to that of a vigorous and {ſteady proſecution 
of the war. He was aware that it might be deemed an un- 


pleaſant choice by many, whole impatience made them forget 


our ſituation, and that of France, relatively conſidered, and 


that a peace without ſecurity would only be a deluſive and 
dangerous repoſe from war. His Lordſhip concluded a mat- 


terly ſpeech, unequalled perhaps far the accuracy of its detail 
and the perſpicuous manner in which frequent reference was 


had to documents, without diſturbing the clear ſtream of ar- 


gument, with deſiring. ſome extracts from the ſpeeches of his 
Majeſty, and the anſwers of that Houſe, to be read by the 
| clerk. The ſame having being read, his Lordſhip formally 


moved the reſolution, which he had ſtated at the commence- 


The Duke of Norfolk roſe to offer a few obſervations that 
occurred to his mind, in conſequence of the conduct which the 


Noble Secretary of State had thought proper to purſue. 


When he came to the Houſe the Duke declared he expected to 


have heard a ſingle motion debated, he meant that brought 


forward by the Noble Duke, and he expected alſo that it 


would have been fairly met, candidly argued, and finally diſ- 
poſed of, either by a fair adoption or direct negative, or elſe 
by the uſual mode of the previous queſtion. The motion thus 
brought forward by the Noble Duke, his Grace ſaid, he be- 


lieved had for its ſole object, to do away that bar which ſeemed 


to be laid in the way of peace by a certain part of the ſpeech 
delivered by his Majeſty to both Houſes of Parliament, on the 


* 
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firſt day of the preſent ſeſſion, which conveyed an idea that no 
peace could be entered into with the preſent government of 
France. If this motion of the Noble Duke was to paſs, a 
ſerious and weighty impediment to a negotiation for peace 
would be removed. On the other hand the amendment, as it 
was termed, appeared to him to be a very uncandid way of 
ſubſtituting another motion by way of getting rid of the firſt, 
and in ſome meaſure to preclude any matter of that import- 
ance from being diſcuſſed and decided upon, if it came from 
any other quarter than miniſters themſelves : For thefe reaſons, - 
his Grace ſaid, he ſhould give his ſtrenuous ſupport to the 
original motion, at the ſame time he mult take the liberty of 
ſubmitting to the Houſe a few animadverſions on ſome of the 
arguments urged by the Noble Lord who oppoſed it. Þ 
A great part of the Noble Lord's ſpeech, the Duke faid, had 
conkiſied of declamation and invective againſt the Convention 
and preſent rulers of France. In order to excite the paſſions 
of their Lordſhips and irritate their feelings, he had ſtated, in 
proof, as he conſidered it, of their total diſregard of freedom, 
of political ſentiment, and of juſtice, that a perfon had re- 
cently publiſned a pamphlet, in the form of a dialogue, upon 
the queſtion ſtated as the ſubject of controverſy, * Whether 
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the opinion of the majority of the French people was in favour 55 

of a monarchical or a republican form of government?“ 11 

Which queſtion,- the autkor e ee under the preſent cir- 4 
cumſtances of France, ought be referred to the conſideration 1 
and deciſion of the Primary Aſſemblies: And this publication, 1 ' 


his Lordſhip had faid, ſo far excited the indignation and pro- 
voked the vengeance of the Convention, that they decreed that 
the author and publiſher ſhould be immediately arreſted and 
carried before the revolutionary tribunal. In this proceed- 
ing, on which the Noble Secretary of State laid fo much em- 
phaſis, and ſeemed anxious to hold it out as an object of ab- 
horrence, his Grace ſaid, he ſaw nothing extraordinary. The 
author had been raſh enough to offend againſt the laws of his 
country, and being amenable to them in common with every 
other ſubject of France, he muſt ncceffarily abide their juſtice. 
But he would bring the caſe home to their Lordſhips, and ſup- 
pole that, during the rebellion in 1745, any writer had choſen 

. to print a dialogue on the queſtion, whether the King ſhould 
; be ſent back to Hanover, and that the deſcendant of the abdi- 
cated and exiled prince of the Stuart line, ſhould be reinſtated 
upon the throne of his anceſtors ? would not ſuch an author 
hare been inſtantly apprehended and tried for high treafon 
for having offended the laws of his country ? Or to bring the 
matter more immediately cloſe to the preſent times, ſuppoſe 
| | 8 | : that 
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that any man were now to write a dialogue, to moot the 
point, whether it would be moſt adviſeable to preſerve the 
preſent form of government, of a limited monarchy, or to 
deſtroy the ſettled conſtitutional eſtabliſhment of King, Lords, 
and Commons, and introduce the principles and form of the 
republican government of France; and to ſuggeſt the pro- 
priety of ſubmitting ſuch a queſtion to the conſideration of 
county meetings; would not that man be warrantably dragged 
to juſtice ? There was therefore no cauſe for either indignation 
or ſurpriſe, at what the Noble Secretary of State had men- 
tioned in terms of ſo much warmth and reproach. An indi- 
vidual had propagated doctrines dangerous to. the exiſting 
government; and the exiſting government, on a principle of 
ſelf-defence, had proceeded to puniſh the individual. = 
With regard to the amendment, he conſidered it to be dan- 
gerous and equivocal, while its effect with relation to this coun- 
try would be nugatory. It intimated that Great Britain would 
not treat with France under her preſent form of government, 
_ although it profeſſed to diſregard what form of government ſhe 
aſſumed, and while it preſented an ambiguous meaning, might 
be made uſe of in France by thoſe, whoſe intereſt it was to 
continue the war, as a pretext for their purpoſe ; and thus they 
might inflame and irritate the people of that country who 
panted for peace, againſt Great Britain, and render negotiation 
{till more difficult and diſtant : It might alfo deluge France 
again with blood, and lay the ground for a new ſcene of 
maflacre and cruelty of every deſcription. Theſe were con- 
ſiderations for their Lordſhips judgment and humanity to de- 
cide upon; he ſubmitted them therefore, as conſiderations na- 
turally reſulting from the terms and tendency of the amend- 
ment; whereas the original motion, being ſimple in its ex- 
preſſions and clear and explicit in its meaning, could not be 
miſtaken, and was not likely to produce any ſuch ſerious and 
unfortunate conſequences. It was obviouſly calculated to 
open a door to negotiation, and to make a treaty for peace, 
whenever the fit moment ſhould arrive for its commencement, 
T8 and practicable. His Grace obſerved on the inconſiſtence 
and extraordinary conduct that his Majeſty's miniſters had 
purſued with reſpect to France on the particular ſubject of 
her ſorm of government. When France, ſubſequent to the 
ſubverſion of the old deſpotiſm, had fet up a-new conſtitution 
on the principles of a limited monarchy, ſhe was attacked by 
foreign enemies on that ground ſolely, who avowedly aimed 
at the deſtruction of the new conſtitution : Great Britain then 
_ ftood by, a paſſive ſpectator of the conflict 3 but when France 
attacked the Republic of the United Provinces, and invaded 
. e e Folland, 
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Holland, we flew to the aid of that republic, and have ever 
ſince been waging war againſt France, becauſe the choſe to 
become a republic herſelf. So far had we carried this incon- 
fiſtent principle, and ſuch ſtrange arguments had been ſet up 
in its Juſtification, that he ſhould not ar all wonder if the 


Members of the Convention were to be at ſome pains to pro- 


pagate the idea in France, that the King of England was ob- 


ſtinately bent on overturning their government if he pollibly _ 


could—an idea that could not fail to lend new zeal to their 
enthuſiaſm, and give additional energy to their exertions. In 
every point of view, therefore, the Duke ſaid, the original 
motion appeared to him to be preferable to the amendment; 
the one might produce the moſt falutary effects, the other 
could only increaſe the preſent obſtacles to negotiation, and for 
theſe reaſons he ſhould vote for the former. = 
The Farl of Darnley roſe as ſoon as the Duke ſat down, and 
{aid he wiſhed to offer his ſentiments to their Lordſhips, as he 
differed entirely with the two Noble Dukes both as to their 
arguments and their concluſions; it would however be unne- 
ceſſary for him to treſpaſs long upon their Lordſhips time by 
entering much at large on the topics that naturally preſented 
themſelves to his mind, and influenced him to decide in favour 
of the amendment. The Noble Secretary of State had gone 
into the fubject fo rk and diſcufſed every part of it ſo ably, 
and in his mind fo unanſwerably, that there remained but little 
ground for further obſervation, to ſhew that the circumſtances 
of the preſent times did not require that ſuch a propoſition 
as the Noble Duke had brought forward, ſhould now be ſtated 
and adopted. Two ſhort queſtions, in his opinion, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, would ſerve to overturn all the arguments that had 


alchough they had been repeatedly put, could not, he believed, 
ealily be anſwered. The queſtions were, iſt,“ With whom 
ſhould they treat?“ And if that could be ſolved, the ſecond 
was, “ Who would treat with them?“ His Lordſhip went into 
a diſcuſſion of the merits of the amendment, which he contended 
did not aſſert that it would be wiſe for the country to expreſs with 
whom they would treat under the preſent circumſtances of the 
war. He openly declared, that any ſpeciſic form of government 
in France was not the object of the war on our part, that we 
thould be ready to make peace, as ſoon as it could be made 
conſiſtent with the honour, the intereſt, and the ſecurity of 
Great Britain. His Lordſhip declared he conſidered the prin- 
ples practiſed by the preſent rulers of France, rather as che 
emporary, capricious, and uncertain expedients of the mo- 
ment, adopted in times when tyranny and anarchy prevailed, 


Vor, I 31 than 


been advanced in ſupport of the motion: And thoſe queitions, . 
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than as the principles of any ſettled ſyſtem of government, 
. which promiſed permanency and was to be depended upon. 
He pointed out therefore the extreme danger of negotiating 
with ſuch rulers, and ſtrenuouſly defended the line of conduct 
which miniſters had adopted, on- which he reaſoned for ſome 
time, and then concluded with declaring that he ſhould vote 
for the amendment. | | | © 
The Biſhop of Landaff (Dr. Watſon) ſaid, that from the re- 
tiredneſs of his life and the avocations of his duty, he rarely 
took occaſion to trouble their Lordſhips, and to occupy the 
valuable time of the Houſe ; at a period however, ſo awful as 
the preſent, he could not refrain from ſoliciting their Lord- 
ſhips attention, and ſubmitting to the Houfe his ſentiments; 
ſentiments dictated by no nice conſiderations of policy, nor 
by any near acquaintance with the events which had recently 
happened. His Lord{hip declared that he was induced to do 
this, not merely by his concern for the paſt, but by his fear 
_ alſo for the future. One of the greateſt political terrors 
that had ever operated upon his mind was perhaps about to be 
realized: Holland was in the poſſeſſion of the French; the 
marine of that country might ere long be joined to that of 
France, and thus might an immenſe acceſſion of ſtrength and 
power accive to that already too powerful republic, —With 
_ reſpect to war elf, his Lordſhip ſaid, he was aware that war 
was not directiꝭꝶ prohibited by the principles of either natural 


or revealed religion; he claimed ſome acquaintance with the 


ſacred writings, and although he found that war was not po- 
ſitively prohibited, yet few were the wars which could be con- 
ſcientiouſly deſcribed as allowable. God had, indeed, com- 
miſſioned the Iſraelites to deſtroy the people of Canaan for 
their idolatry and abominations; bat in the caſe of the preſent 
war, it did not appear that the combined powers had been ſo 
commiſſioned to extirpate the people of France. "Jo 
With reſpeCt to the war in which this country was at pre- 
ſent engaged, it had been ſaid that it was © juft and neceſſary.” 
On the ſubject of the propriety of going to war at all, there 
exiſted different opinions; for his own part, he was averſe to 
war in general, and thought that there could be few, very few, 
reaſons for engaging in hoſtilities. As to the war being juſt 
and neceſſary, that obſervation contained two propoſitions of a 
diſtinct nature: It was one queſtion, whether the war be juſt, 
and another, whether it be neceſſary ; a war might be juſt, and 
yet not be neceſſary, though undoubtedly no war could be ne- 
ceſſary which was not juft. Antecedent to the commencement 
of war, every expedient, he contended, ſhould be tried, to 
continue the good underſtanding that might have * - 
. * | JFF edj 
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ſiſted; peace ſhould be aſked and refuſed, and means of con- 
tinuing friendſhip ſhould be again tried; for no war could be 


juſt, unleſs its object was indemnification for the paſt, and ſe- 
curity for the future. Whether ſuch means had been tried 
with France, and tried in vain, he knew not: Their Lordſhips 


had been aſſured by the Noble Secretary of State that they had 
been; he thanked God for it. He meant not to impeach the 


conduct of the Noble Secretary, or of any fet of men what- 


ever, nor ſhould his mind be biaſſed by any motives but thoſe 


of truth and juſtice. War, with reſpect to its juſtifiability, 
like many other matters, was that on which men would de- 


cide by their moral and religious views of the ſubject. 


His Lordſhip declared, that, for his own part, he could not 


but be of opinion, that at the concluſion of the firſt campaign, 
when Pruſſia and Auſtria had been baffled in the exertion of 
their efforts againſt France, a glorious opportunity offered for 


Great Britain to have gnterfered, and have treated with pro- 
priety, dignity, and ſucceſs. She might have ſtretched out her 
arm, and have ſaid to France, “ You muſt retire within your 


own frontiers, your acquiſitions muſt be given up; you muſt 


| abandon your ſyſtem of fraternization, you mult relinquiſh 


your ambitious and viſionary ſchemes of aggrandizement; for 
not an acre of territory ſhall you poſſeſs beyond your ancient 
limits, not an acre more than you pofſeſſed under your mo- 
narchy: This is necetary for the tranquillity of Europe, You 
are at liberty to exerciſe the right that every country poſſeſſes 


of chuſing for herſelf that ſyſtem and form of government 


which ſhe thinks proper; but you mult ceaſe to diſtract the 
governments of other nations, and to diſturb their quiet and 
fafety.” Our government might in this manner have interpoſed 
its good oitees, which doubtleſs would have been acceptable to 


all parties, and ſuch interpoſition muſt have induced all the 
powers of Europe to reſpect this country. Whether or not 


ſuch a line of conduct could have been purſued, he would not 
take upon himfelf to determine; but that it could not have 


been purſued, he would not place that degree of confidence 
in any man whatever that ſhould induce him, on his own ͤ mere 


aſſertion, to believe. 3 is 
With reſpect to the original grounds of the war in which 
Europe was involved, his Lordſhip obſerved, that they had 
ncrer been clearly developed or ſufhciently diſcuſſed. It had 
indeed been faid, that, in fo far as regarded Pruſſia and Auſtria, 
it had taken its riſe in a coalition of Princes formed for the pur- 
pole of annihilating the freedom of France and of diſmembering 


that country, That ſach were the fact, however, he could 
by no means credit; he muſt have evidences of greater weight 
e | 3 L 2 | . than 
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than as the principles of any ſettled ſyſtem of government, 
which promiſed permanency and was to be depended upon. 
He pointed out therefore the extreme danger of negotiating 
with ſuch rulers, and ſtrenuouſly defended the line of conduct 
which miniſters had adopted, on which he reaſoned for ſome 
time, and then concluded with declaring that he ſhould vote 
for the amendment. | 3 . 
The Biſhop of Landaſ (Dr. Watſon) ſaid, that from the re- 
tiredneſs of his life and the avocations of his duty, he rarely 
took occaſion to trouble their Lordſhips, and to occupy the 
valuable time of the Houſe; at a period however, ſo awful as 
the preſent, he could not refrain from ſoliciting their Lord- 
ſmips attention, and ſubmitting to the Houfe his ſentiments; 
ſentiments dictated by no nice conſiderations of policy, nor 
by any near acquaintance with the events which had recently 
happened. His Lordſhip declared that he was induced to do 

this, not merely by his concern for the paſt, but by his fear 

alſo for the future. One of the greateſt political terrors 
that had ever operated upon his mind was perhaps about to be 
realized: Holland was in the poſſeſſion of the French; the 
marine' of that country might ere long be joined to that of 
France, and thus might an immenſe acceſſion of ſtrength and 
power accrue to that already too powerful republic. —With 
reſpeCt to war itſelf, his Lordſhip ſaid, he was aware that war 
was not directly prohibited by the principles of either natural 
or revealed religion; he claimed ſome acquaintance with the 
ſacred writings, and although he found that war was not po- 
ſitively prohibited, yet few were the wars which could be con- 
ſcientioufly deſcribed as allowable. God had, indeed, com- 
miſſioned the Iſraelites to deſtroy the people of Canaan for 
their idolatry and abominations; 1 in the caſe of the preſent 
war, it did not appear that the combined powers had been ſo 
commiſſioned to extirpate the people of France. | 
With reſpect to the war in which this country was at pre- 
ſent engaged, it had been ſaid that it was © juſt and neceſſary.” 

On the ſubjeCt of the propriety of going to war at all, there 
exiſted different opinions; for bis own part, he was averſe to 
war in general, and thought that there could be few, very fev, 

reaſons for engaging in hoſtilities. As to the war being jul 

and neceſſary, that obſervation contained two propoſitions of 
diſtinct nature: It was one queſtion, whether the war be jul; 
and another, whether it be neceſſary ; a war might be juſt, and 
yet not be neceſſary, though undoubtedly no war could be ne. 
ceſſary which was not juft. Antecedent to the commencemen 

of war, every expedient, he contended, ſhould be tried, f 

continue the good underſtanding that might have a” * 
„ „ 1 ak. 7 8 8 l | _ 


tinuing friendſhip ſhould be again tried; for no war could be 


with France, and tried in vain, he knew not: Their Lordſhips 
had been aſſured by the Noble Secretary of State that they had 


conduct of the Noble Secretary, or of any ſet of men what- 
ever, nor ſhould his mind be biaſſed by any mgtives but thoſe 
of truth and 33 War, with rulpect to its juſtifiability, 


i like many other matters, was that on which men would de- 
4 cide by their moral and religious views of the ſubject. 
3 His Lordſhip declared, that, for his own part, he could not. 
T but be of opinion, that at the concluſion of the firſt campaign, 
y when Pruſſia and Auſtria had been baffled in the exertion of 
lo their efforts againſt France, a glorious opportunity offered for 
15 Great Britain to have interfered, and have treated with pro- 
2 priety, dignity, and ſucceſs. She might have ſtretched out her 
2 arm, and have ſaid to France, “ You muſt retire within your 


own frontiers, your acquiſitions muſt be given up; you muſt 


n abandon your ſyſtem of fraternization, you mult relinquiſh 
1 your ambitious and vifionary ſchemes of aggrandizement; for 
ith 


not an acre of territory ſhall you poſſeſs beyond your ancient 
War limits, not an acre more than you poſſeſſed under your mo- 


uri narchy: This is necefary for the rranquillity of Europe, You 
the are at liberty to exercife the right that every country poſſeſſes 
* of chuſing for herſelf that ſyſtem and form of government 
n which ſhe thinks proper; but you muſt ceaſe to diſtract the 
7 * governments of other nations, and to diſturb their quiet and 
N 


ſafety.” Our government might in this manner have interpoſed 
ſent its good offices, which doubtleſs would have been acceptable to 


en ſo f al parties, and ſuch interpoſition muſt have induced all the 
powers of Europe to reſpect this country. Whether or not 
Pre, ſuch a line of conduct could have been purſucd, he would not 
ſary. take upon himſelf to determine; but that it could not have 
there been purſued, he would not place that degree of confidence 
rſe to in any man whatever that ſhould induce him, on his own mere 
few altertion, to believe. N 5 : 
g Ju with reſpect to the original grounds of the war in which 
E of Europe was involved, his Lordſhip obſerved, that they had 
2 job never been clearly developed or ſufficiently diſcuſſed. * It had 
it, 20 indeed been aid, that, in fo far as regarded Pruſha and Auſtria, 
be Bit had taken its riſe in a coalition of Princes formed for the pur- 
ceme ¶poſe of annihilating the freedom of France and of diſmembering 
ried, | that country, That ſuch were the fact, however, he could 
17 | by no means credit; he muſt have evidences of greater weight 
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ſiſted ; peacs.ſhould be aſked and refuſed, and means of con- 
juſt, unleſs its object was indemnification for the paſt, and ſe- 


curity for the future. Whether ſuch means had been tried 


been; he thanked God for it. He meant not to impeach the 
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„ than any that had been yet afforded, before he could believe 
F | that ſo nefarious a project had ever exiſted ; much leſs, that 
| the King of Great Britain could have lent his fiat to a deed ſo 
diabolical, and ſo ſtrongly in violation of the: principles of 
Juſtice. and the precepts of Chriſtianity. He was perſuaded 
that his Majeſty entertained too great a ſenſe of honour and 
too high a regard for morality to conceive ſuch an idea, and he 
believed his Majeſty's miniſters to be incapable of adviſing. 
bim to purſue a plan ſo unjuſt. | | 1 


It had been alſo ſtated as a ground of the war, that it bad 
1 | 'been rendered neceflary, in order to ſtop the progreſs of de- 
KB maocratical opinions. At no time, he contended, could ſuch a 
plea be admitted in juſtification of war, nor was it wiſe to act 
upon ſuch a principle. An unſucceſsful war, his Lordſhip 
obſerved, ſtrengthened thoſe opinions which it had attempted 
to cruſh, and even a ſucceſsful one did not enfeeble them: 
The hiitory of the world, in fact, proved that the progreſs of 
opinion was not to be impeded by any operation of force. 
Opinions were ſuperior to earthly controul; they reſided in 
the mind of man, and defied the coarſe materials of human 
power: Force tended but to confirm them; they were to be 
changed only by reaſon, lenity, experience, and reflection: 
And the governments of Furope would derive more ſolid 
ſtrength and real ſafety by relaxing the exerciſe of ſeverity, 
and ruling with mildneſs and affeCtion, than by all the ſtand- 
ing armies in the world, and all the acts of oppreſſion that they 
could exerciſe. Upon that ſubject indeed, he thought the 
miniſter might have addreſſed his Majeſty in terms which 
could not with propriety be uſed with reſpect to any other 
Monarch in the world: He might have ſaid, “Sire, your fitua- 
tion is different from that of any other Sovereign. Let de- 
ſpots fear and tremble, You reign in the hearts and affections 
of your people; they regard you with affection and love; not 
for your perſonal virtues only, which they all admire, but be- 
cauſe they know you to be an eſſential part of that conſtitution 
which they venerate. What cauſe then can your Majeſty 
have for alarm?” This might have been ſaid to the King of 
Great Britain, He knew not, his Lordſhip declared, whether 
any fear of perſonal ſafety had ever eroſſed the mind of 
his Majeſty ; he hoped it had not, for whatever might be 
the caſe as to other Sovereigns, a King of England had nothing 
to fear, but from an attempt to ſubvert the liberties of his 
7 78 That there might be ſome diſaffectèd perſons in this 
eingdom, he would not deny; that however was an evil in- 
cident to every country, for none was without it; but the dil-« 
affected in this country were few in number, and thoſe fe 0 
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were amenable to the laws, which were ſufficiently ſtrong e | 
puniſh all who violated them. The great majority of the 

people were in favour of his Majeſty's government, and ſtrongly - 
attached to his perſon,  ., te Fark a 
With reſpect to the conſtitution of this country, his Lord« 
, ſhip declared, that no fear of any diſpoſition in the people to 
change it had ever exiſted in his mind; nor did he think that 
any {uch wiſh could ever gain ground in the opinion of the 
Public. We revered Magna Charta, that foundation of the 
| liberties of Engliſhmen; we revered the Bill of Rights, which 
confirmed and ſecured thoſe liberties; we revered our Habeas 
Corpus Act, that protector of the freedom of the ſubject; an 
Act, the ſuſpenſion of which nothing could juſtify except a 
caſe of extreme neceſſity. The equality of our laws, by which 
the meaneſt peaſant was, in point of protection, raiſed to a 
level with any one of their Lord@hips, the freedom of the 
preſs, the proviſion for the poor, and the other numerous legal 
proviſions which we had for our ſecurity, were ſufficient to 
make us love the conſtitution, without the neceſſity of foreign 
wars to prevent us from ſubverting it. No; he would not ſay 
that a foreign war, or any thing like it, was neceſſary to make 
Engliſhmen love the conſtitution of their country; for if he did, 
he ſhould groſly calumniate them. They loved their King, 
reſpected that ariſtocracy that was fo well calculated to reſtrain _ 
the encroachments of the Crown on the one hand, and thoſe 
of popular power on the other; and they eſteemed that de- 
mocracy that formed their immediate repreſentation. “ Aſk 
the people of England“ ſaid his Lordſhip, “ whether they 
wiſh to exchange their trial by jury, their ſeſſions and afſizes, 
for revolutionary tribunals; their Houſes of Parliament for 
Committees of Public Safety and General Welfare; and their 
beloved Monarch for a Robeſpierre!” He was happy alſo to 
obſerve that in this country religion was reſpeCted, which was 
another reaſon to induce their Lordſhips to truſt that there was 
| a good proſpect of the ſtability of our government; for they 
| might as well attempt to erect a city without a foundation, as 
1 to conſtruct a ſtate without religion. For theſe reaſons he 
r was of opinion that no danger was to be feared from the in- 
f troduction into this country of thoſe who were wedded to what 
e 
5 


was called the Jacobin ſyſtem of Francez none of them 
could perſuade Engliſhmen of the ſuperiority of that ſyſtem 


8 over the ſolid advantages that were derived from the Britiſn 
8 conſtitution. 74 e e 
= S He was well aware, his Lordſhip faid, that there were ſome 

— people who thought that this country ought to continue the 

1 proſecution of the war until ſome event favourable to our cauſe 

re | ans hr le Lay Oo Or | 
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ſhould' take place in France : For his part, he could not ac- 
quieſce in any fuch idea; he could ſee no reaſon why the 
wealth of the country ſhould be employed in that way; the 
moſt beneficial purpoſes to which we could direct the national 
wealth and ſtrength was to huſband them for our defence, and 
to leave France to take care of itſelf. We need not fear the 
effects of the democracy of France, nor be alarmed for the 
ſafety of our conſtitution, becauſe their form of government 
was republican. Was it, he would aſk their Lordſhips, the 
term Republic of which they were to be afraid? What was 


there ſo faſcinating in a republican form of government as to 


make people ſo very fond of it? What did they ſee in the 
ancient republics to excite their admiration and envy? Even 
that of Athens, which had been ſaid to have been the beſt, 
and which was indeed a prototype of that of France, was but 
the exerciſe of tyranny and oppreſſion by the few over the 
many; nay, it was cruel and unjuſt, even to Ariſtides. A 
conſtitution founded indeed on the principles of the rights of 
man and equality, or that of America, might indeed be held 
out to the people of England as objects of their imitation : 
The good ſenſe, however, of the people would immediately 
ſuggeſt to them this conſideration—that the firſt had yet pro- 

duced little to form a title to their favour, and that both of 
them had a ſtrong objection to be combated, namely, that they 
were new; that novelty rendered them ſuſpicious. © When 
they ſhall have laſted for a century,” they might ſay, © and 
ſhall have produced a greater ſum of happineſs than we have 
enjoyed for the ſame period under our form of government, 
then it will be time for our poſterity to think of changing; 
in the mean time, let us preferve and improve the Britiſh 
conſtitution,” With reſpect to the Britiſh conſtitution, his 
Lordſhip declared, he was not one of thoſe who thought that 
its abuſes required no correction, or admitted no remedy; that 
we muſt bear the evils which we felt, and that thoſe evils 
ſhould be permitted to grow, until they formed an impoſt- 
hume, the burſting of which would be tremendous and perhaps 
fatal. The Britiſh conſtitution admitted of improvement; it 
admitted of it, in his opinion, not only with ſafety, but even 
with advantage. J; Oo. 
It had been urged, as another reaſon for continuing the war, 
that unleſs we accompliſhed the deſtruction of the preſent 
government of France, the conſtitution of this country mult 
fall: His Lordſhip declared that he could not trace any con- 
nexion of cauſe and effect between them. He could not 
conceive that France being a republic, our government muſt 
_neceſlarily be republican alſo. With reſpect to that country, 
7 | 5 | EA | it 
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limited, like that of Great Britain. But whatever might be 
adopt, that was a circumſtance that could no way affect our 


the ſubject; had they been wavering, he ſhould have ſilenced 
and ſuppreſſed them, and the Houſe and the country ſhould 
never have heard or known them: They were, however, the 
reſult of mature thought and firm conviction. Such, there- 


of the Noble Duke in a very favourable point of view. He 
Was for removing any obſlacle to an immediate peace; at the 
ſame time, however, he was far from contending that we 
ſhould flacken in our preparations for war. On the contrary, 
at the ſame moment that e were ſeeking peace, he would have 


alſo, he thought our ſtrength would be beſt exerted by fea. 
To the French we ſhould extend an arm, fully armed: We 
ſhould ſay to them, © Here are war and peace for you; take 
your choice]! We wiſh for peace, and that chiefly for your 


your haraſſed country. If you reject the offers we make you, 
you hoped to have, a divided nation to contend with, but the 


force of an united people Pug irritated againſt you. You 
build upon our diviſions; but know that we a// continue to 


People, and the People themſelves, from the machinations of 
their own demagogues, and from the ſanguine ſcenes of French 
fraterainatinns 8 8 | 
Negotiation, his Lordſhip ſaid, was now become matter of 
the moſt ſerious attention for their Lordſhips; on diſpatch 
much depended ; by delay much might be loſt, and the throne 
of England might be ſhaken. If they declared a diſpoſition to 


_ negotiate, many and immediate advantages might accrue to 
| this country. Should the negotiation fail of ſucceſs, the 


> People of France would ſee the calamity in which they would 
be involved, and act towards their ambitious and oppreſſive 


rulers accordingly : Independent, however, of that conſidera- 
tion, it would materially tend to remove diſcontents at home; 
5 the people of this country would perceive that the hardſhips 
5 under which they laboured were inevitable, and therefore 
» would bear the burdens that might be neceſſary with patience 


it was his opinion, that, after a variety of internal convulſions, 
France would return to monarchy; a monarchy, however, 


the form of government that France might think proper to 


conſtitution. Such, his Lordſhip ſaid, were his opinions upom 


fore, being his ſentiments, he could not but regard the motion 


our preparations for war vigorous and formidable; in that, 


fakes, to heal your diſtractions, and to reſtore tranquillity to 


knew, to your mortification and diſmay, that you have not, as 


1upport the Throne, the Ariſtocracy, and the People that 
the Throne will protect the Ariſtocracy, the Ariſtocracy the 


and cheerfulneſs. By ſome, he was aware, it might be ſaid, 
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that, in opening a way for negotiation, their Lordſhips would 


' ſhew a want of firmneſs unworthy of ſo powerful a people; in 


that reſpect, however, firmneſs was out of the queſtion, 


When circumſtances rendered it prudent to alter their courſe, 
to perſiſt was not firmneſs, but obſtinacy. Much was to 
be loſt by ſtates entertaining a miſapprehenſion of firm- 


neſs. It was a miſtaken notion of firmneſs, that loſt 
them America. Let their Lordſhips then grow wile, and 


profit by paſt experience; let them not infift upon points 


which might prove ſo effentially injurious to them and their 


country. But it might be aſked, “ Shall thoſe, who have 


been guilty of fo much bloodſhed, go unpuniſhed.?” To that 
he would anſwer, if they have been guilty of wicked actions, 


they will not go unpuniſhed. The atrocities, indeed, com- 
- mitted in France, were Cilgraceful to human nature, but we 


were not the avengers. Leave them to the wiſdom and juſtice 
of God; or, if any thing muſt be ſaid upon the ſubject, let 


their Lordſhips pray to God to pardon thoſe ' who were 


_ guilty. | 


Again, it might be obſerved, that the reſources of the 


French were nearly exhauſted ; and therefore an opportunity 
offered of accompliſhing the withes of the Houſe. He had 
not time to enter on queſtions of calculation; but, for the 
ſake of argument, he would admit the aſſertion reſpecting the 
ſtate of their finances. From another campaign, however, he 

ſaw not that any thing could be expected. Suppoſe, ſaid his 
Lordſhip, that Louis the Seventeenth were that hour placed 
upon the throne of his anceſtors; ſurrounded by all his nobles, 
bedecked with all the ſplendour and poſſeſſed of all the power 
of a French King; nay more, (which God avert I) the peo- 


ple crouching under the iron rod of his power—would that, he 


aſked, be of any advantage to this country? Would that re- 
ſtore to us the thouſands who had periſhed in this conteſt ! 
Would it repay the millions we had expended ? Would the 
French Monarch make us a preſent of an adequate number of 
his ſubjects to ſupply the places of thoſe whom we had loſt ! 
Would he fill our Exchequer with money raiſed upon his own 


fubjeQs, in order that we might be exonerated from the public 


_ "burdens which we bear? Taking it for granted, therefore, 
that we could re-eſtabliſh the throne of ancient deſpotiſm, 


and rebuild the Baſtile, were we to look for reimburſement 


to the young monarch upon the throne ? Would he give up 
the colonies of France as an indemnity ? He could not do it; 
his ſubjects would never ſuffer ſuch an act. As to our allies, 


even would they ſtand by and ſee it done? Would not the 


Emperor forbid it & Would not Spain proteft OT” 
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—Preſumptuous idea! Miſerable beings as we were, did we 
imagine that the arm of fleſh was wanted to aſſiſt and enforce 
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Nay, would not Holland, if ſhe had a voice, cry out againſt - 


the gift? © Our allies!” exclaimed his Lordſhip—® upon 
my conſcience, I believe we have not one ſincere friend among 


them all“. 5 = . 
A _— of atheiſm againſt the preſent rulers of France 
ought-forward as a reaſon for continuing the war. 


the will of the Almighty ? The cauſe of religion had nothing 


to fear from the opinion of man. Not Voltaire, Rouſſeau, 


Diderot, nor all the tribe of philoſophers of that deſcription, 
among whom were to be included ſome of our own country- 


; : men, could affect or injure the cauſe of Chriſtianity, The 


abuſe of religion had by them been miſtaken for religion; 
hence France, in the eagerneſs of her enthuſiaſm for reform 
of religious abuſes, overlooked religion itſelf, and fell into 


_ atheiſm. The influence of their doctrines was but tempo- 


rary; the miſt of infidelity would ſoon be diſpelled: In France 
future Lockes and future Newtons would ariſe, and Chriſti- 


anity would appear in a purer ſtate than at any period ſince the 
days of the Apoſtles. | Er | 


e was, his Lordſhip declared, no party man. From his 
collegiate education, and the retired habits of his life, he 


had, ſomehow or other, kept himſelf diſconnected with po- 


litical leaders. To him it was a matter of indifference who 


preſided at the helm of ſtate, provided the veſſel were ſteered 
with ſteadineſs and ſafety. The preſent pilots had his fincere 


reſpect: Sure he was, that the bleſſing of God would attend 


that man, who ſhould make a chriſtian offer to a free people. 
Such a diſpoſition would diminiſh animoſity abroad; it would 


leflen diſcontent at home. Firmneſs in meaſures originally 
wrong, could never be productive of good; a meaſure even 
originally right, might be extended till it became a wrong; 
for want of paying proper regard to that conſideration, th. 
people of France had broken he golden pillars of the church, 
and laid the throne in ruins. - 5 25 "= 
His Lordſhip concluded a moſt powerful ſpeech with de- 
claring, that, for the reaſons which he had ſtated, he was in 
favour of the Noble Duke's motion. PE 8 
Lord Hawkeſbury roſe to convince the Learned Prelate, that 
he was miſtaken in his affertion that the war was begun by a 
combination of Princes, to take advantage of the ſtate of 
France, It was not, his Lordſhip ſaid, commenced by the 
Emperor, but had its origin in the unprovoked aggreſſion 
of the French. Great Britain had not inter fered with the go- 
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vernment of France, in any reſpect whatſoever ; but, on the 
contrary, France had interfered with our government. His 
Lordſhip went over the ground ſo often trodden, of the conduct 
of France in her attack upon Holland, her decree of the Con- 
vention on the 19th of November 1792, and her declaration 


of war againſt this country. The decree of the 19th of No- 
vember 1792, was not an empty menace, it was not ſuffered 


to remain a dead letter on their journals, but they had realized it, 
in act and in practice, in various well-known inſtances. With 
regard to the fact that France declared war againſt us, it was 
notorious, that one of the grounds of accuſation of Briſſot was, 


that he had involved France unneceſſarily in a war with Great 


Britain; and it was ſtated as a crime of great magnitude, inſo- 
much that it weighed. more heavily againſt him, than all his 
bother alleged offences. Having placed thoſe grounds of the war, 

and cauſes of its origin, in a clear point of view, his Lordſhip 
noticed other parts of the Learned Prelate's ſpeech, and replied 


to them: He particularly inſiſted that miniſters had at no 
time, from the commencement of hoſtilities, made the form 
of government of France, the principle of their objection to 
negotiate z on the other hand, they had earneſtly and anxiouſ- 


ly wiſhed that the government of France ſhould aſſume ſome 


form that promiſed to be ſtable, and ſhould be capable of re- 


ſtoring the tranquillity of Europe, and ſecuring to this country 


the full and undiſturbed enjoyment of her own conſtitution, 
her own form of government, her laws, her liberty, and her 
religion. Had any government that could be depended on to 
this effect yet been ſeen in France ſince the murder of their 
monarch ? on the contrary, had not all Europe witneſſed a vi- 
olent contention in Paris, between faction and faction; one 
ſet of men obtaining the aſcendancy, and after a ſhort period 
of miſrule · led to the ſcaffold, and followed by another who 


ſoon ſhared the ſame fate, and were ſucceeded by a different 


ſet of men, acting upon different principles, but equally deter- 
mined to maintain the ſyſtem of tyranny and extortion, though 
by different means? During the whole period the unſortunate 
yon of France groaned under oppreſſions never heard of 
before. The word Liberty was preached, while the mot 
' . goading deſpotiſm was practiſed. At once robbed of their 

property, and the price of proviſions riſing beyond the reach of 
the little that was ſuffered to remain with them, they had to 
encounter the double evils of poverty and famine, and during 
the whole time they dared not breathe a murmur of their in- 
juries, leſt loſs of life ſhould cloſe the catalogue of their ca- 
lamities. Would any man, therefore, ſeriouſly contend, 4 
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propoſe a negotiation with an enemy fluſhed with victory; and 
intoxicated with ſucceſs? His Lordſhip faid, his Noble 
Friend's amendment did every thing that ſound policy or 
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under ſuch circumſtances, this country could ſafely be at peace 
with France ? and would they even now, after due reflection, 


expediency ' could warrant ; it diſavowed any interference 


on the part of this country, with reſpect to the form of go- 


vernment Which the French thought proper to adopt; but it 


Great Britain to proſecute the war with vigour and energy, 


grounds, with any government in France, under whatever 


form, which ſhall appear capable of maintaining the accuſtom- 
ed relations of peace and amity with other countries. 


ſtated, and in his opinion wiſely ſtated, the determination of 


till the moment ſhould arrive when ſhe might negotiate with 
the proſpect of effecting a pacification on juſt and honourable 


Lord Strange (the Duke of Athol) roſe, and, after 8 


prefatory claim to the indulgence of the Houſe, on the ground 
of not being in the, habits of ſpeaking in popular aſſemblies, 
declared that he had been throughout the war extremely 


anxious for peace, whenever it could be obtained on juſt and 


| honourable grounds. No other terms, than thoſe which pro- 
miſed permanence, and ſhould be conſiſtent with the intereſt, 


the honour, and the ſecurity of this country, ought to be 
liſtened to; but he declared he had never ſeen the moment yet, 


when the attainment of a peace ſo grounded appeared to be. 


within our graſp. Whenever the happy hour ſhould arrive, as to 


put it within our reach, he truſted that miniſters would not 


neglect it, but would take advantage of the wiſhed - for op- 


portunity. As matters ſtood at preſent, much as he lamented 
the reverſes: and diſaſters of the laſt campaign, he thought 


miniſters had no option: They muſt perſiſt in the war, and 


carry it on with every exertion of vigour and energy: and 
though it was, in his judgment, right to declare that the form 


of the French Government did not itand in the way of nego- 


tiation, it was right allo to aſſert, that we were prepared and 
determined to proſecute the war with vigour, till peace could 
be ſafely and honourably treated for. His Grace ſaid, he 
ſhould therefore vote for the amendment. 22 

The Marquis of Lanſdswn ſaid, he did not mean to trepaſs 


long upon their Lordſhips time, nor did he think he ſhould 


haveriſen to ſecond the Noble Duke's motion, in this perilous 
moment, after what had recently happened, viz. the loſs of 
Holland, which filled him with aſtoniſhment, and occupied 


al his thoughts and all his reflections. So ſudden was that 


crent, it was ſcarcely credible how little the people of Eng- 


land were prepared for it; as yet, they had not ſufficiently 
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recovered from their ſurpriſe to be aware of a thouſandth 
part of the conſequences. Holland was ſo fortified by nature, 


as to be the ſtrongeſt country in all Europe. 


The thing would appear incredible to him, that Holland 
ſhould have become the prey of the enemy in the ſame cam 
paign that miniſters and their friends had talked of march- 
ing to Paris, did he did not know that miniſters had a facility 
in acting for themſelves and from their own judgment, with- 
out the leaſt reſpect for Parliament, or the ſmalleſt defire to 


avail themſelves of its deliberation and wiſdom. Re 
He wiſhed to know what was become of the ſervices of the 

King of Pruſſia, who had received two millions from us for 

protecting Holland. Bills of exchange on Franckfort, he un- 


derſtood, had been recently remitted to him. He wiſhed to 
know alſo, with reſpect to Auſtria, what had been done by the 


Emperor. The King of Pruſſia had received our money, the 
Emperor had received our money—in God's name, why did 
' miniſters not take care that we had our money's worth for our 


money? If the money that had been given to the King of 


Pruſſia, for which we had not been repaid by ſervice, had 


been given to Holland, it would have ſhewn our attachment 


to the Dutch as an ally, have enabled them to defend them- 
ſelves, and that country might have-been ſaved. 'The loſs of 
it was of moſt ſerious importance to us; Great Britain, in 


conſequence, was not that Great Britain it was a month ago. 


Nor was Europe ſafe. The French were in poſſeſſion of Am- 


ſterdam; and it was well known that Amſterdam was the 


depot of all Europe. The French had bought up all the ſalt- 
petre, and they had found the magazines full of ſtores, full of 
every neceflary they could with for, which we had refuſed to the 
Dutch. How it was potihble for all this to have happened, 
he ſhould like to know, if circumſtances would allow mi- 
niſters to anſwer. He had heard it often ſaid, “ This was not 
a time for reform ;”—ſure he was, this was not a time for 
inquiry. Holland being loſt, how was the war to be carried 
on? How were we to ſupply. our army ?—how to convey 


the neceſſary means for their ſupport ? The French were in 


poſſeſhon of all the communications with the Rhine, and the 
mouths of thoſe navigable rivers which flow thryugh Holland 
in various directions, by the means of which we had been ac- 
cuſtomed to convey the various articles this country ſupplied 


Germany with. He did not know how miniſters meant to 


ſend our money to our faithful allies ; thofe millions which we 
Were ſo cager to get rid of. The buſineſs of bills of exchange 
was at an end; and if it was difficult to convey our money, 
if would be impoihble ta convey any thing elſe: If any — 
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could find its way, their Lordſhips well knew that money could 
do it in ſome ſhape or other. But how-could we ſend it? 
By the way of Hamburgh?—lIt was well known want 421 in- 
habitants were againſt us, and favourable to the French. Be- 
ſides, as the French were at no great diſtance, they would not, 
from prudential motives, feel inclined to ſhew favour to the 
Combined Powers. We muſt fend our ſubſidy, and the mo- 
ney to pay our troops, in bullion.— A comfortable conſidera- 
tion for this country! It would amount to one-fourth: of all 
the ſpecie in the kingdom. Would they ſend it to Lubeck, or 
up the Oder? It would be a curious circumſtance to ſee the 
King of Pruſſia turned broker, and metamorphoſed into the cha- 
racter and acting the part of Mr. Hope. | 855 
The addition to the fleet of France by the capture of Hol- 
land would immediately be perhaps twenty, but ſixteen ſail of 
the line he was certain, beſides a great number of frigates and 
ſmaller veſſels; this would render it extremely difficult for us 
to protect the trade of the North Sea, and eſpecially that of the 
Baltic; for they muſt all remember the danger the Baltic trade 
was in, when, in the courſe of the laſt war, our fleet was gone 
to the relief of Gibraltar. With theſe additional ſhips of 
the line, and the acknowledged {kill of the French in naval ; 
architecture, they would prove an inconceivable annoyance 
to our Eaſtern coaſts, and ali the commerce carried on through 
the Britiſh Channel to the North Seas, with which our mariners 
were leſs acquainted than with any other part of the ocean. 
Let their Lordſhips alſo recollect the various places and differ- 
ent parts of the Britiſh dominions, that would call tor protec- 
tion from our own fleets. Againſt ſo formidable a maritime 
power, Ireland muſt be looked to with attention. The ſugar 
iſlands we ſeemed to diſregard, The Eaſt Indies would require 
a ſtrong fleet; Halifax and Canada another; and there was 
hardly a quarter of the globe in which we ſhould not have oc- 
| caſion to keep up a naval force. Thus our maritime power 
| would neceflarily be divided, in order to defend the different 
and diſtant objects that would claim our protection, which 
"= muſt weaken our efforts at ' ſea conſiderably ; while France, 
> . diſregarding her foreign dominions for the preſent, would keep 
„ her naval force nearer home, and derive eſſential advantage 
from that circumſtance. e | FEA v5. 
The . Marquis then turned his attention to the means of 
France to bear the great expence of the war, compared with 
the means of this country, which rendered the war important 
e to us, not only infinitely beyond all former wars, but beyond 
5 any thing that could have been imagined by the moſt viſionary 
9 ſpeculatiſts. We had by our conduct eſtabliſhed in France a re- 
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volutionary government, a government which nothing could re- 
fiſt ; which in ſtrength, in power, and in vigorous exertion, was 


_ ſuperior to the government of the moſt deſpoticPrince that ever 
exiſted. A deſpotic Prince might be reſtrained from haraſſing 


and oppreſſing his people, from motives of policy or fear; 


but a revolutionary government was reſtrained by no ſuch con- 


fiderations; the men compoſing which might occaſionally fall, 
but the government itſelf would ſurvive z money, men, arms, 


clothing, proviſions—it ſweeps all before it. The produce 


of the earth, the property of individuals, nay even their per- 
ſons, mult yield to requiſition, and that produces a degree of 


energy which all the efforts of an eſtabliſhed government can 


never equal. To talk, therefore, of the reſources of France 


being nearly exhauſted and her finances nearly ruined, was 
idle and abſurd in the extreme: The Convention gave with 


one hand one day, what it took away with another the next.; 


it iſſued paper, and recalled it at its pleaſure ; it was under no 


reſtraint, no controul whatever. And what had we to oppoſe 


to all this, and to rely on for the ſupport of our enormous ex- 


pences ?—Nothing but a few hypocritical taxes. What was 
the internal ſituation of this country ?—Diſtreſs of every kind: 
The poor ſtarving ; the middling claſs unable to live as they 
were accuſtomed to live; and even the rich ſenſibly feeling the 


high price of every article of life. In corroboration of the 
truth of this picture, the Marquis ſaid, he had that day ſeen 
a Gentleman, a reſpeCtable magiſtrate and a clergyman, who 


had given a molt deplorable account of the condition of the 
poor in the Weſt of England, where he refided, and had de- 
ſcribed it with great feeling; declaring that, ſince the com- 


mencement of the war, the poor had been obliged to confine 
themſelves to bread and water for ſubſiſtence, : and from the 


coarſe and bad flour of which their, bread was made, as well as 
from the co-operation of other cauſes originating in extreme 
_ diſtreſs, putrid fevers had been generated, which put an end 
at once to the penury and exiſtence of the wretched beings in 
queſtjon; and this had been the caſe with numbers. Startled 
at {ch an account, he had been almoſt inclined to diſcredit it, 


and begged the Gentleman to commit it to writing, aſking hun 
if he would, if called on, teſtify it at the bar of that Houſe ; when 


he anſwered, that “he would.” The Marquis produced the 
paper, and read its contents, which were as above ſtated. Nor 


vas ſuch a dreadful account, he ſaid, peculiar to the Welt of 


England : In every corner and county of the kingdom, he be- 
lieved, if inquiry were made, rhe fame melancholy tales of woe 


might be traced. With a country almoſt depopulated by the 
recruiting for the army, manufactures and agriculture nearly 
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at a ſtand for want of hands, were we in a condition to con- 
tinue a war carried on at ſuch an enormous expence of men 
and money, and already attended with diſaſters, that mult 
lead to ruin, if the war were perſiſted in? Before miniſters 
engaged the country in ſo mad a conteſt, they ought. to have 
provided the means of carrying it on. When Henry IV. of 
France meditated a formidable attack on the Houſe of Auſtria, 
he was fifteen years providing for it by forming the neceflary 
alliances, treaſuring up the public money, and enabling him- 
ſelf to commence it, and carry it on for fix years without 
being under the neceſſity of impoſing a ſingle tax on his ſub- 
jets. Had his Majeſty's miniſters followed that wiſe and 
prudent example ? BY e | 
The Marquis ſaid, that a revolutionary government ought 
not to be a bat to negotiation; we had negotiated and con- 
cluded a treaty of peace with America, while under a revo- 
lutionary government, and why could not the ſame be done 
with France that had been done with America? He ſtated 
that the preſent perilous moment called for all the counſel, 
all the advice, that could be collected from the ability and ex- 
perience of every. man, who had ſtudied politics, and was 
converſant with ſtate affairs; he lamented therefore, that the 
ancient practice of ſummoning all the Privy Councillors to- 
| gether as well thoſe out of adminiſtration and out of of- 
tice, as thoſe that were in, when the circumſtances of the 
kingdom were in extreme difhculty, which formerly obtained, 
had grown into diſuſe: Had ſuch a practice prevailed at pre- 
ſent, his Majeſty could not fail to have heard the truth, and 
been undeceived as to the deluſions played off upon him and 
his ſubjects, by miniſters who either did not underſtand the 
_ Intereſts of the country, or thoſe of his Majeſty and his fa- 
mily, or who would not for ſome purpoſe or other adopt the 
line of conduct that thoſe intereſts rendered requiſite. _ 


Peace, the Marquis obſerved, muſt be an object defired 
moſt ardently by all the rational part of his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects; to 2 85 end then deal in provoking language, and 
apply harſh and irritating epithets to the French Convention, 
and its members, which could only generate ill- humour, and 
excite deteſtation? He wiſhed for peace molt anxiouſly, but 
a peace on honourable terms; to obtain which, depended in 
his opinion on us; we ought to offer it, and to change our 
tone. Let it be remembered, that a foft anſwer turneth 
away wrath.” Perſuaſion and mildneſs would, he was ſa- 
tisfied, do more than menace and defiance. Peace had 
more than once, he ſaid, been brought about by circumitances 
purely accidental, and apparently trifling. The 1 
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Count D*'Eſtaing with a paſſport in 1762, had been generally 
ſuppoſed to have had ſome influence in ſmoothing the way to 


the peace that followed. There was a circumſtance at prefent 
in our power, which we might render uſeful. The arrival of 


a lovely and illuſtrious Perſonage was expected by all ranks of 
people in this country with a degree of anxiety ſeldom evinced 
on any former occaſion. Her journey had been firſt impeded 


by the rigour of the ſeaſon, and ſince by the events of the 
war. From the known gallantry of the French, a ſoft word 
to Monſieur Pichegru might, in ſpite of his monkiſh educa- 
tion, warm his heart, and thaw the mountains of ice that 


_ obſtructed the journey of this welcome ſtranger, and ſhe 
might come here the harbinger of peace, attended with 


Cornu Copias, and all the emblems of returning plenty. [ Thi 
exciting a general ſmile, the Marquis declared, he did not ſay 
this as a pleaſantry; he was too old to pretend to be a man of 

_ gallantry, but he was naturally drawn into the manner, by the 
recollection of the ſatisfactory feelings with which the arrival 


of the Princeſs of Brunſwick would fill the breaſt of every 
_ Engliſhman, whoſe boſom glowed with loyalty and affection 


to his Sovereign, and love and regard for his family, He apo- 
logiſed for having for a moment been betrayed into what might 
be deemed a levity, when God knew, there was ſufficient oc- 
caſion for ſeriouſneſs. A ſpeedy peace he was convinced could 


alone preſerve the honour, the intereſt, and the ſecurity of this 
kingdom; therefore, he ſhould give his vote for the motion of 
the Noble Duke © | e : 


Earl Spencer roſe immediately, and ſaid, that although he 


muſt admit much of the ſtatement of the Noble Marquis, in 


reſpect to the condition of the country and the neceflary ap- 


plication of our naval force, he could not admit the whole, 


much leſs the concluſions which the Noble Marquis had 


drawn from the premiſes laid down by himſelf, and deſcribed 


in ſuch ſtrong colours. That the war had its effect on the in- 
ternal ſtate of the country, on its agriculture and its manu- 


factures, was undoubtedly true; but that was the unavoidable 
caſe of all wars, and perhaps to a leſs degree in the preſent 
than in any preceding one. Our naval exertions had been 


great, and he hoped that the preparations that were now mak» 


ing would enable us to convince all Europe, that Great Britain 
had not loſt her energy, when ſhe felt it neceſſary to maintain 


her rank as a maritime power. Our cauſe was a juſt one, our 


ſeamen brave, ſteady, and ſkilful, and their commanders pro- 
perly anxious to maintain their own characters and the cha- 
racter and honour of their country. We had therefore reaſon- 
able ground for hope of ſucceſs, notwithſtanding that ou 
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reſent was confeſſedly a time of ſingular difficulty and danger. 

| But it was not, he thought, a moment to ſue for peace, and 
ſuch he underſtood to be likely to be the conſtruction that the 

Public would put upon the motion, though it might not be the 

prima facie import of the terms of it. Vigorous exertion he 
thought might ſecure an honourable peace, and preſerve its in- 


tereſts. From the commencement of the war, he had felt, 


that the war was not only unavoidable, but juſt and neceſſary. 


He had delivered that opinion in the preſence of their Lord- 


ſhips repeatedly, though by no means in the habits of ſpeak- 


ing in Parliament before that period; and he had been lately 


called upon by his Majeſty to take a part in Adminiſtration, 


a call, which he thought it would become him to comply with, 


when his Majeſty condeſcended to make it, as it would have 
the appearance of approving meaſures in the reſponſibility for 


* 
F, 


which he would not venture to take a ſhare, if he declined 


accepting the gracious offer that he had been honoured with. 


All the petty inſinuations as to. the motives of his accepting 


office, he ſhould treat with the contempt which they de- 


ſerved z but he could not avoid joining the Noble Marquis in 


his wiſh that in this alarming period, men of experience in 
ſtate affairs would give Government the advantage of their 
abilities; if ever the feelings of party ought to ſubſide, this 


he thought was the moment, and he ſhould rejoice exceed- 


ingly if the Noble Lords, with whom he had formerly acted, 
would join their talents in promoting the common cauſe of the 
country. He knew they had it in their power to give ſalutary 
counſel, to ſtrengthen the minds of the people, and teach them 
that the critical ſituation of affairs called for the united exer- 
tions of the whole kingdom, without which there could not 


be the ſame proſpect of ſucceſs, conſidering what we had to 


oppoſe and to combat, as he truſted would be manifeſted, if 
the nation were known to act as one man. If thoſe, who were 
capable of doing ſuch eſſential ſervice, ſhould refuſe their 
aſſiſtance, he ſtill hoped that the country would ſhew a ſuf- 
ficient ſhare of energy to defend itſelf. The Earl touched 
upon a few other topics, connected with the ſubject of debate, 


and declared that he thought the motion of the Noble Duke 


an abſtract propoſition, capable of miſconſtruction and miſ- 


application, and that the amendment, in terms more guarded, 


and more expreſſive of the real determination of the country, 
was calculated to convey all the uſeful and indeed the main 


effect of the motion, without being liable to the ſame objec- 
tions. He ſhould therefore vote for the amendment moved 


by his Noble Friend. 


Vor. I. FEE 3N | CY Lord 


TS I DOS 
— . 
8 Yes i 
nf = 1 * * 


2 
— . 
— PO... 
n 
3 — 4 


2 
4 
R= 
9 
* 
bot 
8 
4 
= 
1 
1 
<4 
2 


458 woopr Alls PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, = Honps, 


| Lord Hamwhe argued alſo in favour of the amendment, 


but his Lordſhip ſtood at the extreme end of the Houſe (near 


the Throne); his reaſoning did not therefore diſtinctly reach 
the bar. As far as we could collect the drift of his argu- 
ment, it was to ſhew, that although the ſtate of affairs was un- 
doubtedly arduous and critical, it was by no means deſperate. 
Adequate exertion and energy would be able to repel the at- 
tacks of an enemy aCtuated by ſuch uncommon enthuſiaſm as 


the French had ſhewn themſelves to be in the courſe of the 


reſent war; but our chief reliance muſt be on our force 
at ſea, and the ſtate, condition, and application of that force, 
To prove that we had no grounds for deſpondency on that 
head, his Lordſhip produced written ſtatements to ſhew what 
were at different periods and at prefent the ſhips of the line, 
their rates, complement of men, number of guns, &c. in ſer- 
vice; and after reading an enumerated detail of each particular, 
his Lordſhip ſpoke of the comparative fleets of France, as they 
ſtood, comprehending the ſhips the capture of Holland had 
put into their poſſeſſion; deducing from the whole that we had 
nothing to fear, unleſs we were ſupine and inactive, vigour 
and intrepedity being ſo eſſential to ſucceſs in the conflict we 


| ſhould doubtleſs have to ſupport and maintain, that it would 


depend altogether on the ſupcriority of exertion. | 

The Earl of Hardwicke obſerved, that notwithſtanding the 
lateneſs of the hour he was anxious to ſtate to the Houſe the 
reaſons that biaſſed his judgment and decided the vote he 
ſhould give upon the preſent queſtion. In the courſe of his 
Parliamentary life few motions had occurred more deſerving 
of the ſerious attention and conſideration of their Lordſhips. | 
It proceeded from a quarter highly reſpectable; it contained 
ſentiments from the truth of which, conſidered abſtractedly, 
no one could diſſent; and in reſpect to which the opinion of 
reaſonable and honourable men muſt have been uniformly the 
ſame, at the commencement of the war, at the period of ſuc- 
ceſs as well as after all the reverſes and misfortunes of the 
laſt campaign upon the continent. It was however the duty 
of the Houſe to conſider what were likely to be the effects of 


the motion, and if there was a poſſibility of its producing any 


confequences injurious to the public intereſt at this time, to 
inquire what was the preſſing neceſſity that calls for a motion 


under ſuch circumſtances. The effeft which the motion, un- 


accompanied by any more explicit declaration, muſt neceffarily 
have, would be to weaken the Evecutive Government both at 
home and abroad, by eſtabhthing an opinion in reſpect to their 
motives and intentions as injurious to the honour of the na- 
tional councils, as Lord Hardwicke declared, it appeared to 


* 


him, aſter the moſt accurate inveſtigation he had been able to 


make, unfounded in point of fact. It appeared from paſt ex- : 
perience and at no very remote period, that the weakening of 


Government in critical and arduous times mult neceſſarily be 
productive of great diſadvantage to the public intereſt ; muſt 
defeat the very object we all with to promote, by placing at a 


the terms of peace more difficult and leſs advantageous when- 
ever that fortunate period arrives. Such Lord Hardwieke 


peace, unaccompanied by a declaration of the opinion of Par- 
liament on the ſubject of a vigorous proſecution of the war, 
with a view to a ſpeedy and ſucceſsful termination of it. In 

this view of the queſtion it was ſurely incumbent upon any 


tion of the motion, to inquire what the neceſſity was that called 
for ſuch a declaration at this time. © If,” ſaid Lord Hardwicke, 
„his Majeſty's miniſters had ever declared that any particular 
form of government which the French nation might think fit 


peace, or that the reſtoration of monarchical government 
under any form, was a * qua non of treaty, I ſhould think 
it highly neceflary for Parliament to interfere, and contradict 
in the ſtrongeſt and moſt ample manner an opinion at once ſo 


to the intereſt of the country.” Lord Hardwicke faid, he did 
not allude to the fimple declarations of individuals, however re- 
ſpectable from abilities or ſituation. Some might have thought 
that the reſtoration of monarchy in France in any mode, 
might be more for the intereſt of Great Britain than any other 


prefled in Parliament. This was a queſtion of mere ſpecu- 
lation, into which he ſhould not enter, upon which there might 
be a difference of opinion, and with which we had little con- 
cern. The only point in which this country was intereſted: 


y was, that ſome government ſhould be eſtabliſhed in France, 
f which poſſeſſing the confidence of the people of that country, 

y and evincing a diſpoſition to conduct itſelf on the principles 
0 hitherto received in Europe in the intercourſe between one 
n nation and another, ſhould promiſe a reaſonable ſecurity in 
. neee V 3 

Iy The opinions therefore of Government ought not to be 
at inferred from the individual ſentiments even of the Members 
Ir of his Majefty's Council, though none of them had ever aſ- 
. ſerted ſo extraordinary a propoſition, as that the reſtoration of 


to monarchy ought to be conſidered as a fine gud non of treaty. 


— 
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greater diſtance the period of negotiation, and by rendering 
conceived would be the effect of an abſtract motion reſpecting 

man who apprehends the poſſibility of danger from the adop- 
to eſtabliſh could be a bar to negotiation and an obſtacle to 


abſurd and impolitic, and not leſs injurious to the honour than 


form of government; and ſuch opinions might have been ex- 
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Tn the public acts and documents which exiſt upon this 
fubject the King has uniformly diſclaimed any interference in 


the internal affairs of France. Lord Hardwicke here referred 


to the Declaration iſſued at Toulon. It muſt be recollected 5 
that that place had been ſurrendered to the combined forces of 


Great Britain and Spain by the influence of a party which 
was deſirous of reſtoring che 

fometimes erroneouſly called, but which in fact meant the 
cConſtitution of 1791, when it was completed by the Con- 


ſtituent Aſſembly. It was natural therefore that in that Decla- 


ration regard ſhould be had to the temper of thoſe who had 


placed ſo important a poſt in our hands, and that it ſhould con- 


tain a recommendation in favour of limited monarchy ſup- 
ported by reaſons perfectly conſiſtent with rational liberty, and 
to which every honeſt and enlightened man might fairly ſub. 


ſcribe. Lord Hardwicke here read the following extract from 


the Declaration iſſued at Toulon, November 20th, 1793 : 
4 His Majeſty ardently wiſhes the happineſs of France, but by 


no means defires on that account to preſcribe the form of its go- 
vernment. The King claims the right of taking an intereſt only, 
becauſe the anarchy which now deſolates that country threatens the 
_ tranquillity of his own ſubjects, and that of the other powers of 
Europe, whoſe peace and ſafety materially depend on the re-eſta- 
bliſhmeat of order in France, and of a regular ſyſtem, which may 
hold out to them a ſecure ground of negotiation and friendſhip : 
And his Majeſty does not heſitate to declare that rhe re-eſtabliſhment 


1 of monarchy in the perſon of Louis XVIIth, and the lawful heirs 


of the Crown, appears to him the beſt mode of accompliſhing 
theſe juſt and ſalutary views. This form of government has not 
only prevailed in France from the earlieſt times, but being capable 
of ſuch limitations as may ſuit the reſpective circumſtances. of dif- 
ferent nations, has been proved by experience to be the beſt adapted 
in great countries to unite the advantages of ſecurity and order with 
thoſe of real liberty.” 5 e 


Beſides this Declaration, there is another of October 29th, 
1793, intended to be circulated throughout Europe, and cal- 
culated to do away thoſe reports which had been ſo induſtriouſſy 
diſſeminated both in France and in other countries in reſpect 
to the intentions of the Britiſh government. In this Decla- 
ration, which as it had been read by the Clerk, Lord Hard- 
wicke would not trouble the Houſe by reading again, it is ex- 
preſly ſtated, That it never was his Majeſty's wiſh or inten- 


tion to dictate to France any particular form of government, 


but that he demanded with juſtice the eſtabliſhment of a go- 
8 | HE 5 „ vernment, 


8 


conſtitution of 1789, as it was 


* — ogg PLES 8 


vernment, capable of maintaining with other nations the ac- 


cuſtomed relations of union and of peace; and that with ſuch 
a government. he ſhould be happy to treat for the re- eſtabliſn- 


ment of general tranquillity. 


Lord Hardwicke obſerved that this Declaration, from what 
. cauſe he could not pretend to ſay, had been kept out of ſight 
in this country, from the day of its publication in the London 
Gazette; in the reſt of Europe it ſeems to have been con- 
fined to the diplomatic Cabinets of the Courts to which it was. 


tranſmitted ; and as the tyranny of the government had ob- 


ſtructed its admiſſion and circulation in France, it was not 
difficult to account for the miſrepreſentations that had exiſted 
upon the ſubject. There have lately been ſome inſtances in 
France of returning moderation, and though no ſymptoms 


have appeared of any ſuch diſpoſition in the countries which 
have been ſubdued by their arms in Flanders and upon the 


| Rhine, yet he ſhould be happy to find an alteratior: in their 


conduct in reſpect to Holland, of which, unfortunately for 
this country, they are now in poſſeſſion. It appeared, however, 


from the moſt authentic intelligence, that their conduct in Ger- 


many was in the higheſt degree arbitrary, oppreſſive, and un- 
juſt. Lord Hardwicke ſaid, he held in his hand a journal 
printed at Hamburgh in the German language, where, notwith- 
ſtanding what a Noble Marquis had intimated reſpecting the 


French diſpoſitions of that town, there exiſts a ſociety of men 


of letters, of conſiderable abilities and reſpectable characters, 
who publiſhed the moſt informing and the moſt inſtructive 


political journal in Europe, and calculated, by the ſpirit of im- 
partiality and moderation by which it is diſtinguiſhed, to coun- 


teract the baneful influence of French opinions in Germany. 


Lord Hardwicke read from the laſt number of the Ham- 
burgh Journal ſome details of the late tranſactions upon the 
Rhine . | 1 


« The groundleſs tales which are bei 0 by certain Germans 


wWuho are inchned to the French and their principles, concerning the 
juſtice and good conduct of that people in the countries they have 
recently acquired, are continually contradicted by the ſureſt and the 


beſt intelligence. The whole diſtrict of country of Saerburg, 


Merzig, Mertzkirchen, Relingen, Remich, and from thence further 
up the Rhine, is entirely deſtroyed and laid waſte. At Coblentz 
the burghers collected large ſums of money, but if they had brought 
together three times as much as they poſſeſſed, it would have been 


inſufficient to pay the exorbitant contribution that was impoſed 
upon that town. In the mean time the French held in ſuch con- 
tempt their fraudulent paper money, that they would not receive it 


* 


b 
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in any payment, notwithſtanding they paid every thing with it. In 
addition to this contribution which was laid on all thoſe who poſ- 
ſeſſed either houſes or land, thoſe who poſſeſſed. neither were obliged 
to pay a conſiderable poll-tax. But the French are not ſatisfied. 
with money: They plunder every thing; they not only emptied | 
every ſhop, but took from the pooreſt inhabitants, beds, clothes, 
ſhoes, and ſhirts. From Coblentz only, nine waggons principally 
laden with old worn ſhoes were ſent to France. From the reſidence 
of the Elector, every thing that was moveable was carried away; 
| the very bolts and locks were torn from the doors and windows, in 
order to be ſent to France. The whole town appeared at once to 
be dead; fo completely were the inhabitants depreſſed by their mi- 
ſerable ſtate. Similar robberies have been exerciſed at Cologne. 
By a letter from a certain hand we know, that at the ſhop of a 
fingle merchant, cloth to the amount of 17,000 guilders, and in 
another houſe, wine to the amount of upwards of 8,000 guilders, 
have been put in requiſition, i. e. have been purchaſed without being 
paid for. Theſe are ſome few proofs of the conduct of the French 
_, republicans,” | | 3 „ 


| 
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This account, of the authenticity of which there is no 
reaſon to doubt, cannot be too generally known in order to 
ſhew what conſequences may be expected if the French ſhould 
make a ſucceſsful invaſion of this country. That they will 
attempt an invaſion in force is highly probable; but from the 
| 72 and alacrity of the people, they will meet with a very 
ifferent reception from that which they have found in Hol- 
land. Being convinced therefore that there was no ſafety but 
in vigorous reſiſtance, Lord Hardwicke had no heſitation in 
pfteferring the amendment, as expreſſing more effectually and 
ſafely the idea contained in the original motion, and as being, 
upon every account, the declaration the moſt becoming our 
| won at this time, and the moſt proper for the Houle to 
MBE. ET EE it; ntf5 ts. 6 | . 
The Marquis of Abercorn lamented, that when a point of ſo 
much magnitude was under diſcuſſion, his Noble Friend (Lord 
Grenville), inſtead of meeting the propoſition of the Noble 
Duke fairly and manfully, ſhould have brought forward an 
amendment, calculated indeed to thuſfle off the queſtion and 
evade the diſcuſſion; but not appoſite to the ſubject, nor 
- tending to afford that ſatisfaction to the Public, Which in the 
preſent period of general anxiety they all expected. Such 
conduct was neither dignified in itſelf, nor was it the moſt 
reſpectful mode of either treating the Noble Duke's motion, 
or treating the Houſe, The Noble Duke, in his humble 
8 e e | judgment, | 
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judgment, deſerved the thanks of every Noble Lord preſent, 
and of the country at large, for having brought forward ſuch 
a propoſition at ſo critical a moment. Was it enough to fay 
that it was an abſtract propoſition ? The queſtion was not, 
whether it was an abſtra& propoſition or a truiſm, but whe- 
ther, abſtract as the propoſition might be in its terms, it was 
a propoſition uncalled for, and which the exigency of the war 
. did not, not merely juſtify, but render in the higheſt degree 


expedient and neceflary. An abſtract propoſition fo applica- 


ble to the urgency of the occaſion, he inſiſted, had never been 
brought forward, and fo treated. It was no uncommon thing 
to find abſtract propoſitions ſtated in the form of motions in 


that or the other Houſe of Parliament; but it depended folely 


on the time and circumſtances of the moment, whether they 
ought to be ſet aſide as mere abſtract propoſitions, or enter- 
tained, as abſtract propoſitions neceſſarily called for and en- 
_ titled to adoption: There were indeed abſtract propoſitions, 
which, though true in themſelves, might, by being brought 
forward, induce conſequences to the country, that he muſt 
deprecate in common with every other thinking man in the 
kingdom, The propoſition before the Houſe, however, was 
not a propoſition of that deſcription, it was an abſtract pro- 
_ poſition which the neceſſity of the times called for; and how- 
ever defirous in general he might be of ſupporting miniſters, 
wherever he could do it conſiſtently with his own judgment, 
he muſt, on this occaſion, vote with the Noble Duke. The 
manner in which the propoſition had been met by miniſters, 
was as defective in true policy, as it was unbecoming in men 


in ſuch high ſituations. If a motion was at any time brought 


forward, either of an abſtract or general nature, or of a pre- 
ciſe and ſpecific quality, which was improper in itſelf or un- 


ſcaſonable, it was uſual to get rid of it by moving the order 


of the day, the previous queſtion, or the queſtion of adjourn- 
ment. Inſtead of following either of theſe ordinary rules of 


- proceeding, miniſters had reſorted to the expedient of an 


e * A — A 
amendment by name, but a diſtinct motion in effect, conſiſt- 
ing of a number of words, conveying an ambiguous and 


equivocal meaning, and affording no ſatisfaction whatever to 


the country, on a point which they could not but feel to be 
deeply intereſting and highly important. It gave him pain to 
be obliged to hold out this deſcription of their conduct, but 
truth would admit of no other. The Noble Duke's motion 
was ſo ſimple and clear in terms, ſo comprehenſive in mean- 
ing, that every Noble Lord, whatever his opinion might be 


_ reſpeCting either tho cauſe of the war, the conduct of it, the 


reſources of the country, or the reſources of France; whether 
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he wiſhed for an early negotiation for peace, or a vigorous 
proſecution of the war, might join in voting for it. The 
motion was ſo framed as to concentrate all the varieties of 


fentiment on the ſubject, and to leave out of the queſtion all 


matters that had afforded grounds of controverſy and differ- 
ence of opinion. Miniſters. had affected to argue, that the 
propoſition of the Noble Duke might tend to cripple their 
ſuture proceedings, by ſhewing a premature anxiety for peace, 


and an earneſtneſs and impatience at all hazards to get rid of 
the war immediately. He confeſſed, that if ſuch. would be 
its effect, it ought to be guarded againſt ; but in his mind, 
the conduct of miniſters on this occaſion was infinitely more 
likely to produce ſuch an effect, than if they had met the 


queſtion fairly and openly. Their evading it in the way 
which they had adopted, proved that they no longer ſtood on 
the high ground on which they were a ſhort time ago, and 


that they were forced to make uſe of this expedient. That 


the public mind was generally changed, the Marquis ſaid, he 


had the perſonal means of knowing; he had not been inat- 


tentive to the impreſſion which recent events had made 


upon them; and he was perſuaded, that from the univerſal 


ſpirit of loyalty and determination to ſtand by the King and 


conſtitution, there was but one drawback, namely, the gloom 


and uneaſineſs which hung over them at ſeeing no end to 2 


war, the object of which was undefined. The motion of 


the Noble Duke would ſerve to diſſipate this doubt, and would 


reunite all mens minds to the purſuit of the war, if after 
ſuch a declaration the French were diſinclined to treat for an 


After arguing the various points he had touched on with 


great perſpicuity and force, the Marquis recurred to what he 
had ſet out with, and ſaid, the propoſition of the Noble Duke, 
though an abſtract propoſition, could not be termed an un- 
called-for abſtract propoſition, nor an unneceſſary one; to 
meet it therefore with ſuch an amendment was, in his opi- 
nion, to get rid of it in a manner contemptuous to the Noble 


Mover, whoſe rank in point of character and conſideration, 
whoſe weight in the ſcale of property, whoſe known reſpeQa- 
bility both at home and abroad, entitled him to be treated 
u Ne ny, more like reſpect and attention. The plain 
infer 


ence from ſuch conduct was, that miniſters were deter- 


mined that no motion which did not originate with them- 


ſelves ſhould paſg—a ſpecies of conduct which at once marked 
the preſumption of thoſe in office, and tended to deprive the 


country of the advantage of the abilities, the good ſenſe, and 
_ deliberative wiſdom of other men, who had a firſt-rate intereſt 


1 
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in the public welfare, and whoſe ſentiments, for a variety of 
reaſons, highly incited the. ſerious attention of Parliament. 


Lad Mulgrave expreſſed himſelf anxious to engage their 


Lordſhips attention immediately on the concluſion of his 
Noble Friend (Lord Abercorn's) ſpeech, as well from his 
reſpe& for that Houſe, and his ſenſe of their Lordſhips dig- 
nity and independence, as from his perſonal defire of retain- 
ing that place in his Noble Friend's good opinion, which he 
flattered himſelf he then held. My Noble Friend,” faid his 
Lordſhip, © has argued the queſtion with great ability, and pro- 
feſſes himſelf fo fully convinced of the undeniable truth and 
propriety of. the motion brought forward by the Noble Duke, 
that he does not conceive. it poſſible for any one conſcienti- 
ouſly to give his negative to it, or even put off his direct 
aſſent by adopting the amendment, the adoption of which he 
ſhould conſider as a ſervile obedience ,to the dictates of the 
miniſter, and a dereliction of the free agency of unconnected 

individuals in that Houſe.” Highly as his Lordſhip eſtimated 
the abilities of his Noble Friend, he ſaid, he could not help 
thinking that it was infinitely more probable that the majority 
of that Houſe ſhould differ from the judgment and con- 
viction of his Noble Friend's mind, than that they ſhould 
blindly obey the dictates, or implicitly follow the ſuggeſtions, 
of any man or ſet of men: Had his Noble Friend ſubſtituted 

the term of Houſe for that of Miniſter, his Lordſhip' faid, 
that he, for one, ſhould have been willing to adopt the rea- 
ſons ſuggeſted by his Noble Friend, as thoſe preciſely by 
which 5 vote was determined in favour of the amendment. 
If it had been ſaid, & the Houſe not thinking it proper that 


the queſtion ſhould be brought forward, they have determined 


that no decifion ſhould be given affirmatively or negatively 
upon it;“ he would have, without ſcruple, adopted that rea- 
ſoning as his motive; as, in fact, it was the reaſon he thould 


Noble Friend. The motioly# 
improper in point of time d brought forward, or, on the 


other hand, fallacious in itſelf, as it would lead to more than 


it profeſſed. If peace was not the immediate object of the 
motion, if it did not go to negotiation with the preſent ex- 
iſting government of France, taken with all its eircumſtances 
and all its principles, it was then premature and impolitic— 


premature, becauſe it profeſſed an. anxiety to make peice 


when circumſtances did not admit of that event z—impolitic, 
becauſe, if the French 7overnment ſhould not refuſe to treat, 
jou would be either obliged to retract, or to treat at a time 


which was not fayourable or cenvenient. But if, on the 
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and the principles on which they ated. To no 
vernment, as being either a monarchy or a republic, would he 
at any time object as incompetent to treat with this or any 


not to xelinquiſh any territory which may have been 15 8 5 
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other hand, it was intended to produce an immediate treaty, 
his Lordſhip contended, that the terms of the motion, in his 


view of the queſtion, were fallacious; inaſmuch as it held 
out the object of a ſafe and honourable peace, at a time when, 


from the nature of the preſent government in France, no 


ſuch peace could be procured : And here, his Lordſhip ſaid, 


he muſt make a diſtinction between forms of gore meat, | 
orm of go- 


other country. But the point to be conſidered was, whether 


a ſafe and honourable peace could be made with a government 


acting upon the principles of the exiſting power in France? 
"Their fundamental and favourite principle 1s that of a ſyſtem 
of liberty, grounded on the impreſcriptible rights of man, 
and unqualified equalityz not that equality which claims 
equal diſtribution of juſtice, equal application of laws, equal 


| ſecurity of rights and property, equal freedom, and equal 


rotection—but an equality, the recognition of which muſt 
involve in it an admiſhon of the injuſtice and uſurpation of 
every principle of our conſtitution, of every order of our 


ſociety, and of all thoſe inſtitutions which have for ages 


been conſidered as the ſacred ſupports of our liberties, the 
guards of our proſperity, and the inſtruments of our happi- 


_ neſs; in ſhort, it would be to acknowledge our boaſted con- 


Nitution, as being at beſt a fortunate offspring of the violation 
of the impreſcriptible rights of man. And will your Lordſhips 


conſider that as a ſafe peace, which admits that people and 
thoſe principles into the country, to hold clubs in every 


corner of the kingdom, to celebrate the civic feaſts of pure 
democracy at the doors of this Houſe, and to parade the 


guillotine along Pall Mall and St. James's ? 


nother favourite principle of the exiſting government of 
France, the motto to all their public acts, and the proverbial 
expreſſion. of the country, amongit thoſe who have liberty of 
ſpeech, is, © The republic, And indiviſible.” Upon this 
principle of indiviſibility, they have engrafted another of in- 
corporation and adoption, by which they are equally bound 


ed from them, or to reſtore any poſſeſſions they may have 
conquered from others. Can we then,” ſaid his Lordſhip, 
& make a ſafe and honourable peace on this baſis, with the ex- 
iſting government in France? Will.it, on the one hand, be 
a ſafe peace, which leaves them in pbſſeſſion of the Auſtrian 
Netherlands, with its immenſe fertility and crowded popula- 
tion? Will it be a ſafe peace, which, in addition to ſuch an 
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extenſion of European territory, reſtores to them the Weſt 
India iſlands, which have been ſtated this night to produce an 
annual return of ten millions ſterling ? Would it be ſafe, ſhould 


they condeſcend to adopt and incorporate the conquered 


country of Holland into their republic, to leave to them the 
poſſeſſion of the coaſts, the harbours, the reſources, the induſ- 


try and population of that country, with all the advantages 
hich have been ſo powerfully and ſo amply ſtated in 1 
view, by the Noble Marquis (Lanſdown) near me? Can we 


er 


make an honourable peace, by a 1 and unconſtrained 
n 


ſacrifice of all thoſe who, in the Weſt 
have put themſelves under your government, and have truſted 
to your protection? Can we make an honourable peace, by the 
facrifice of Savoy, which we have 
Sardinia, or by the ſurrender of 


8 


dies and elſewhere, 


uaranteed to the King of 
orſica to the fury and ven- 


geance of the French, after they have ſolicited your adoption, 


And ſought your ſovereignty, after his Majeſty has accepted 


the Crown of that iſland, and that both Houſes of Parliament, 
in their addreſſes, have ſanctioned, adopted, and approved 
that acceptance? Are theſe terms either ſafe or honourable ? 
Yet theſe terms muſt be adopted, or the principles of the exiſt- 
ing government in France muſt be changed; and is ſuch a 
change to be expected or ſuppoſed, from that victorious re- 


public, in the hour of ſucceſs and in the moment of exylta- 


tion? And what (ſaid his Lordſhip) is the probable perma- 


nency, the moderation and good faith, either to its ſubjects or 


to its neighbours, of this republic, at whoſe mercy we ſhould 
place ourſelves by ſuch conceſſions ?” _ | 

As to its permanency, we have lately ſeen, in July laſt, the 
overthrow of the moſt powerful and moſt permanent govern- 


ment which has exiſted in France ſince the revolution. 


the reign of Robeſpierre, reſources were found by the mo 


tyrannical meaſure of double oppreſſion—the forced value of 


aring 


aſſignats, and the depreſſion of the price of labour and com- 


modities by the law of the maximum ; the ſtate having pro- 
vided for its neceſſary ſupply, by the limited value of property, 
the forced continuance of individuals in their uſual labour or 
traffick, and by an arbitrary eſtimation of paper, an enormous 
public debt and general diſcontent were to be encountered on 
the acceſſion of the moderates, who by a fwindling policy 
have reduced the forced value of aſſignats, to their probable 
produce, or at leaſt to the public eſtimation of ir, which has 
reduced their value 85 per cent. At the ſame time, by taking 
off the reſtraints of the hateful law of the maximum, they 
have ſuffered the price of all the neceſſaries of life to become 
riſe,” ſaid his Lordſhip, I hear a Noble 
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Duke declare, that this produces no diſtreſs in France. I have 
before heard the ſame aſſertion, but I haye heard no argument 


in ſupport of it, and I ſhould be curious to hear what argu- 


ment could be produced i in ſupport of it—put into Engliſh, and 
applied to ourſelves. What! would it be no diſtreſs to the 
people of this country; if 1001. ſhould become worth 51. only, 
and that all the articles of our conſumption ſhould riſe to 
double their price? I ſhould doubt the permanency even of our 
_ own government under ſuch , circumſtances. Such are the 
: ſy ſtems of their internal governments either of terror or 
Nocleratifm.“ For their moderation towards other nations, 
bis Lordſhip, ſaid he need only recall to their Lordſhips 
| recollection, the eternal war denounced in the reign of Robe- 

terre againſt all Sovereigns. and the determination not to 
make peace with any nation which ſhould haye a King over 
it; which general declaration, it ſeems, the moderates have 
concentrated to one point, and directed againſt this country 
excluſively. Lo vert theſe dangers, and to avoid this collective 
vengeance, we are, it ſeems, to propoſe peace, and ſolicit them 
to treat! © Are we then (he ſaid) ſo inſenſible to the recent and 
calamitous example we have ſeen of the effects of ſuch ſoli- 
| Citation to treat? Can we fo ſoon forget that Holland did 
- propoſe to treat, that commiſſioners were appointed, and that, 
under the faith of a ſtrongly implied, if not a ſpecihcaily ex- 
preſſed armiſtice, the French marched. forward upon their 


ſupine negotiating prey, and over-run the country, in a tor- 


rent more drcadfur n deltruQive than any that Meuden or 

Naarden could produce, and that before the Commiſſioners of 
Holland could arrive at Paris, the army of France was at 
Amſterdam, the guillotine Was erected in tbeir rincipal 

market- places, and on every rampart of the United; Provinces 
the republican © banners flour the ſkies, and ſan their people 
cold 79 — An armith ce ndetd, from the happy local firuation of 
this county, and the gallatit and independent ſpirit of its in- 


habitants, mig ht not, be fo fatal to us; We muſt go for our 


deſtruction one ſtep beyond a truce, make a peace, let in the 
miſhonari-s of Frerich anarchy and infidelity, give them time 
to conſult with their bidden afſociates, let them have an op- 
portunity of impoting on the ignorant, and inflaming the eager 


and unwary, and they may then, attack us unarmed and un- 


allied, and perhaps effect our overthrow: At all events, under 
all the preſent” circumltances, a peace would give us the in- 
action of tranquillity without its repoſe; we ſhould be diſarmed 
without fecurity, and at peace without amity. 

„ But (added his Lordſhip), were my opinion different re- 


pe French P. incip cos F rench moderation, and French 
| faith. 


„ 
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; faith, the motion would appear objectionable, | from the im- 
policy bf preliminary declarations either in the ſhape of gra- 


tuitous conceſſions, or impotent threats; in the firſt caſe, you 
hazard either the future ſacriſice of national intereſts, or the 
dereliction of nations! conſiſtency and good faith. Tou per- 


haps make conceſſi ns without any return, which might during 


negotiation have produced counter-concefſions, or by retract- 
ing your pledge yon expoſe yourſelves to the difgraceful im- 
putations of inconſiſtency and falſehood. Louis the XFVth, on 


his marriage with the Infanta, | renounced for himſelf and his 


oſterity, the ſucceſſion to the Spaniſi monarchy; and on the 
death of Charles the IId he found hHimſelf in the awful di- 
lemma of either breaking a ſolemn pledge made in the face of 
all Europe, or of ſacrificing the claims of his family and the 
advantage of his people; he choſe the firſt and was in conſe- 
quence. haraſſed, with the moſt powerful combination, and 


p ſſed by the moſt calamitous and deſtructive war of his 


whole reign. If we enter into an enga ement to interfere in 
no eircumſtanees in the internal government of France, we 


may bind ourſelves to accept it, at a moment when it may be 


offered to avert anãmpending counter. revolution, which might 
be completed by aur aſſiſtance given tothe counter- revolution- 
ary party, and might introduce a government moſt fayours 
able to the peace and proſperity of this country. And here his 
Lordſhip deſited to retall to the fecollection of the Noble 
Lords who ſupported the original motion, the opinion of a 
great political character, from whom they were not likely to 
diſſent or diſpoſed to differ. When the Addreſſes to his Ma- 
jeſty in 19587, on the xevolution in Holland, were unanimouſly 
voted, the perſon alluded to, ſtated, that he felt an objection 


to an expreſſion, as he thought, ſuperfluouſly introduced into 


the Addreſs, and tending to bind thoſe who voted for it, to a 
reſtrictive principle which he could not admit. The expreſſion 
was, that the ancient and lawfiul government of Holland had 


been reſtored. It was not; he ſaid, a queſtion with him, whe- 


ther it were the ancient and lau ful government, but whether 
it were that government which would be moſt likely to be 
favourable to this country and advantageous to its intereſts. 


© Let me thetraſk (ſaid Lord Mulgrave), whether the preſent | 
exiſting power in France, to which we are called upon to bind 


ourſelves, is the ancient and lawſul government of France, or 
like any ancient or lawful government that ever exiſted ; or 
whether, on-the other hand, it is rhe government moſt likely to 
be favourable! to this country or advantageous to its intereſts ?”* 


He would not, he ſaid, however, declare that he never would 


treat even with the exiſting French government. It was as 
1 „ impolitic 
g wn 
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treating. With greater diſadvantages of honour and ſecurity we 
never could treat. The queſtion was, whether that neceſſity was 
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impolitie to threaten as to concede prematurely—the chances 


and calamities of war might reduce us to. the neceſlity of 


yet come upon us ? 


Si tam deſerti ſumus, et ſemel agmine verſo _ 5 
Funditus occidimus—neque habet Fortuna regreſſum. 


Let us adopt the motion and open the treaty. And this brings 
me (ſaid his Lordſhip) to conſider the ſtatement of our ſitua- 


Noble Marquis, I ſhould indeed think 
| plicating peace, and accepting any terms which might be 


tion made by the Noble Marquis near me. Had I not conſider- 
ed our reſources as well as our reverſes, had I nothing on which 
to;form my judgment, but the women ogy picture drawn by the 


granted. The ſtatements of the Noble Marquis go not to the 
impolicy but to the impoſſibility of carrying on the war; it 
goes not to the eſtimation of our reſources, but to the conclu- 


Hon that they are at an end. Yet, if every circumſtance be 


conſidered, there is room ſtill, not only for conſolation but for 


hope: We have, it muſt be admitted with ſorrow (but not 


French emigrants and royaliſts, may ſtill be looked to, if we 
do not ſhut out all proſpect of advantage from their efforts. 


mitous and unſucceſs 


felt with deſpair), met with heavy loſſes and ſevere diſcomfi- 


ture ; the laſt e in Europe has been peculiarly cala- 
ul; the very elements have been adverſe; 

and a moſt important limb of the confederacy has been lopt 

off by the victorious ſword of our enemy; the Auſtrian Ne- 

therlands have been relinquiſhed, and Holland has been con- 

quered : d | 3%; ( DOYUD $04 

vet Non erit auxilio nobis Etolus et Arpi, . 

At Meſſapus erit et quos 1 8 
Tot populi miſeri diſces—— - 


We may, ſtill look to the Germanic Body; the zealous 8 


operation of Auſtria may be expected with added vigour; the 
King of Pruſſia may feel the neceſſity of action Spain, the 
States of Italy, the deſperate ſtate and gallant exertions of the 


The reſources of the Weſt India iſlands, the local advantages of 
Corſica, and a navy victorious and maſters of the ſea, are ſtill 
ours. Let us not therefore diſcourage our allies, diſpirit our 
countrymen, and alarm thoſe who look to us for ſupport and 


er yn; by a premature and uſeleſs declaration.— I ſhould 
ave been, for one, ready to meet the motion with a previous 


queſtion ; but if ſome declaration is thought neceſſary, I can- 


not conceive one more properly guarded than the amend- 


ment 


e time come for w_ | 


teſtimony w 
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ment propoſed by my Noble Friend; for which I ſhall give my 
5 my opinion that it is perfectly diſtinct from the 


vote, fr 
motion brought forward by the Noble Duke. | 


The Earl of Lauderdale began a very warm and animated. 


argument in ſupport of the motion of his Noble Friend, by 


- declaring his aſtoniſhment at the manner in which it had been 


met by miniſters that day—a motion that was ſo plain in 
itſelf, and ſo ſimple and explicit in its expreſſions, that it was 
wonderful how any ſet of men could have imagined it was 


proper to meet it with a recapitulation of all the hacknied 
| 7 relied on in the courſe of laſt year's debates, the fallacy 
of 


which was then detected and expoſed, and had been ſince 
eee diſproved by the evidence of events, a ſort of 
ich no man could controvert. The Earl went 

over the hiſtory of the negotiations with the Emperor, and 


What had paſſed at the Diet of Ratiſbon. A Noble Lord in 
that Houſe had been ſent with two propoſitions to the court 


of Vienna, in the reception of which that court behaved as 
might have been expected: The one was to offer the Empe- 
ror a loan of ſix millions, the other to propoſe that a Britiſh 
General ſhould take the command of their troops. He ſpoke 


| ironically of the wonderful difficulty that might have attended 
the part of that negotiation which related to perſuading the 


Emperor to accept our ſubſidy. He ſaid, the money offered, 
no doubt, was accepted with a true German bluntneſs and in- 
difference; that it was conſidered, large as its amount was, as 
a mere barter of commodity, which the Engliſh, from prejudice 
of education, or inſurmountable habit, or ſome other irreſiſti- 
ble impulſe, were ſo bent on getting rid of, that it was to be 


accepted as a matter of courſe; and the rather, as it proved a 


ſeaſonable ſupply to the aid of their exhauſted finances. But 
was the Emperor equally accommodable, he aſked, in reſpect 


to the condition that an Auſtrian army ſhould be commanded 
by a Britiſh General? He believed not. 'Thoſe who treated on 


the part of the Emperor, ſaid “ We'll take your money, but 
the other condition is a very different queition,”” With regard 
to what paſſed at the Diet of Ratiſbon, it was, he ſaid, matter 
of notoriety that the Elector of Hanover and the Prince of 
Heſſe were the only Electors adverſe to peace, that the Em- 
peror, as Archduke of Auſtria, ſeemed rather inclined to meet 
the general wiſh of the Diet; but propoſed that the deciſion of 
the matter in queſtion ſhould be referred to the Emperor, vis. 
to himſelf, The Earl took notice of the different arguments 


urged by different Noble Lords, and ſaid ſomething pointed 
n reply to each, in the courſe of his diſcuſſion, which was 


extremely circumitantial, as his Lordſlip e 
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the minutes, which he makes at the table, of what is ſaid by 
_ thoſe who have preceded him in the debate, and maintained 
reaſonings, that do not fall in with his own opinions or wiſhes. 
He contended that the preſent motion ſpoke not only the ſenſe 
of the nation, but of our allies. The only objections which 
were made to it were not drawn from the law of nations, but 
from the Jacobin ſchool; which the ſpeakers againſt it proſeſſed 
ſo much to reprobate, or from the doctrines and principles 
which had been avowed by the Empreſs of Ruſſia. He op- 
poſed himſelf to the amendment, not only as being contradic- 
tory in itſelf, but as leaving it within the diſcretion of miniſ- 
ters to determine © when a government ſhould be eſtabliſned 
in France, capable of maintaining the relations of peace and 
amity with other nations.” If it was left to miniſters to de-, 
* termine on this nice topic, it was eaſy to ſee, that with their 
q - want of ſucceſs, and their wiſhes to retrieve the character they 
Pe had loſt, the period muſt be very diſtant indeed when they 
would diſcover a government in France with whom they could 
poſſibly negotiate. After coinciding in ſentiment with every 
part of the ſpeech of his Noble Friend, who brought forward 
the propoſition, the Earl concluded with declaring that he 
ſhould give his vote for the motion. 8 . 
© The Harl of Carliſie complimented the Noble Duke on his 
motion, 'which, upon the Ke of it, imported what could not 


( 
be denied; but under the circumitances of the war, he felt | 
great doubts whether it would be underitood by the country, 3 

or by the French themſelves, as meaning what he made no { 
| bby” Hoe the Noble Duke intended it to effeA, viz. to open a 
door to negotiation, and ſmooth the path of peace. On the 
contrary, he greatly feared, that the conſtruction put upon it 
by the people of England, would be, that if it did not directly 
5 ſue for peace, it at leaſt laid Great Britain at the feet of France, 
| | and put it at the mercy of the Convention an idea, at which 
| | he was ſure every man who felt for the honour of his country 
8 would revolt, not only becauſe it was in the higheſt degree 
degrading to the national character, bur becauſe it could not 
but tend effeQtually to prevent our making cither a fecure or 
am honourable peace. Peace was undoubtedly a defireable 
object, but in proportion as it was deſireable, he thought it 
indiſpenſibly neceflary, that we ſhould take care to attempt to 
negotiate it. only when it could be done conſiſtently with the 
honour aud dignity of the country. The amendment, the Earl 
faid. he conceived embraced the main idea of the original 
motion, but ſtated it in more guarded terms, and in terms 
better adapted to all the circumſtances of the occaſion, 


1 | 5 : | - e The 
| * 


r 


fſuch negotiations,” is what I muſt {till obje 
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| The Duke of Leeds ſaid, & My Lords, before I ſay a fingle 


word to the queſtion now before you, I think ſome apology is 


neceſſary from me to my Noble Friend high in office (Lord 


Grenville), and another Noble Lord (Lord Darnley), for my 
having withdrawn myſelf from this Houſe, previous to their 
having honoured my ſentiments with their obſervations (allud- 


ing to what paſſed the firſt day of the ſeſſions). Not having ſeen 
either the Speech or Addreſs, and ſpeaking merely from 


what I had collected during their being officially read, I am 
conſcious the words I quoted, as forming a part of them, were 
inaccurate z I have fince looked at them, and hold the Addreſs 
now in my hand, and of courſe hope'to be correct. | 


The expreſſion, * mo efablifhed government or independent 
fate can, under the preſent circumſtances, OY real ſecurity front 
to, and for this. 

reaſon, as conveying to my mind nothing leſs than a dignified” 


term of manly reſiſtance, but on the contrary expreſſing ſome- 


thing like peeviſh reſentment, little calculated to be conveyed 
from ſuch authority to ſuch an auditory as in the caſe when 
a Sovereign of this country ſpeaks to a Britth Parliament. 
Now to the queſtion itſelf. My Lords, when the Noble 
Duke who brought forward this motion did me the honour to 
communicate it to me, I confels, it met with my warmeſt ap- 
probation. It ſtruck me as conveying in a very ſmall compaſs, 
an abſtra& propoſition, I admit, but at the ſame time ſuch an 
abſtract propoſition, as the circumſtances of the times, the 
lituation of this country, and, give me leave to ſay, the fitua- 
tion of France, rendered to my judgment highly wile, politic, 
and advantageous, for your Lordſhips to adopt. I truſt, my 
Lords, I am neither of too ſanguine or too deſponding a 
nature with regard to the real intereſts of this country. I 
know there are people who, from their language, ſeem to en- 
tertain ideas, which God forbid ſhould ever enter- within theſe 
walls, and who; in other reſpects, not only poſſeſs common 
tenſe, and exhibit, very reſpectable abilities, but whoſe argu- 
ments, notwithſtanding, tend to this. concluſion—namely, that 
no peace ought to be negotiated with the republic of Frange, 
till the French army. are at Shooter's Hill, or the Engliſh at 
Mont Mattre. 5 „ EE, 
My Lords, my opinion by no means goes to the abſurd 
jength I have juſt ſtated to your Lordſhips, nor can that of 
any perſon upon reflection, I truſt} extend ſo far. I cannot 
but lament, my Lords, conſidering the very great length 


do which our preſent debate has reached, that a profuſion of 


very able and very brilliant argument has been unneceflarily 
Yom E6e-- be n con- 
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conſumed. Had Noble Lords confined themſelves to the real 
merits of the queſtion now before the Houſe, I ſhould have 
treſpaſſed upon your patience at leaſt feur hours ſooner than 


the preſent moment: I therefore hope your Lordſhips will not 


accuſe me of being a voluntary intruder on your time, My 
Lords, the preſent motion has been argued as if an immediate 
peace, or, to uſe the emphatic words (certainly in the preſent 
inſtance moſt notoriouſly miſapplied), the /uing to France for 
peace, was either conſiſtent with the letter or the ſpirit of the 
Noble Duke's motion; ſuch a conſtruction put upon the mo- 
tion I reprobate. For my own part, my Lords, I muſt declare 
that no one principle which operated upon my mind frem the 
commencement of the war, has been, or is now abandoned 
by me; and had the Noble Duke's motion, either directly or 


indirectly, cramped any operation either naval or military, or 


retarded any preparation whatever of our exertions againſt 
France; I declare folemnly betore God, your Lordfhips, and 
my country, I ſhould have been a {trenuous oppoſer of ſuch a 
meaſure. My Lords, a Noble Marquis whom I do not now ſee 
in his place, has, I know not why, endeavoured to paint the 
preſent ſituation of the country as deplorable in the molt point- 
ed terms: I deny the fact, and were I to admit it, I would 
deſcribe it in ſtill more glowing colours, I would borrow 
the expreſſions of one of the greateſt characters that ever ex- 
iſted in this country, whoſe memory mult ever be dear to 


Engliſnmen; and who, during the American war, predicted 


ruin to this country (thank God, the prediction was not veri- 
fied !) That great man, addreiling himſelf to this Houſe, de- 
ploring the approaching deſtruction of the country, told their 
Lordthips, © When the cloud breaks on this devoted country, your 
Lordſhips will know your duty : I think T fee you now encompaſſed 
reund that throne, and willing to ſupport it, till falling with your 


Sovereign amid the general avreck, and adding individual honour 


to the momentous downfall of the coiſtitutian.“ - LoRD CHAT- 


BAM. „ 5 

© In the courſe of the many years, my Lords, that I have 
ſat in Parliament, I have ſeen the country labouring with great 
and threatening difficulties During the American war, 
though undoubtedly fupported by the great body of the people 
in its origin, it was at laſt found impoſſible to be carried on 
with any hopes of fuccefs. No blame had ever occurred from 
making the peace, as far as giving independence to America 
was a term of the pacification z and therefore, confidering the 


language that had been held in this country towards the Con- 


greſe, with whom we aſterwards were obliged to treat, I ccr- 
„ ; tainly 
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tainly could not think that it was either wiſe or expedient to 
deſcend to ſuch expreſſions as afterwards we might have rea- 

ſon to diſavow virtually, if nat directly. | 


« But, my Lords, I deny the ſtate of the country to be ſuch 


as deſcribed by the Noble Marquis; was it ſuch, I ſhould in- 
deed hold any argument to be ſuperfluous : We ſhould then 
have no choice. No, my Lords, I look upon this country as 
poſſeſſing great and formidable reſources, which, if well ap- 
85755 are equal to the preſent and every other emergency. 


ut, my Lords, admitting, as I do, the preſent times to be 


attended with difficulty, nay with danger, I wiſh to ſeg both 
objects met with manly and decided firmneſs, Obſtinacy muſt 
not be repreſented as firmneſs founded upon wiſdom, nor muſt 
the frantic efforts of wild enthuſiaſm paſs for the vigorous 
energy of real courage. A cool, ſteady, uniform, and well- 
concerted plan of operation on our part, will {till, I truſt, ſuc- 


namely, the concluding ſuch a pcace as ſhall be conſiſtent with 
the intereſt, the Honour, and the ſecurity of this country. 

« Such, my Lords, being the fair and obyious tendency of 
the Noble Duke's motion, I ſhall give it my moſt hearty and 
unequivocal ſupport; and, applauding the. fimple terms in 
which it is conveyed, can have no heſitation in preferring it to 

the amendment moved by my Noble Friend; the introduction 
of which amendment Icannot but lament, inaſmuchas it appears 
to me ſpecious in its firſt impreſſion; but, notwithſtanding 
it adopts the ſentiments of the original motion, fo far depart- 
ing from the ſimplicity of that motion, as rather to hold out its 


good ſenſe of that motion, it induſtriouſly provides for prevent- 


the country: In that, my Lords, I can only confider the 
amendment as tending to allure the. approbation of the Houſe 


5 under falſe pretences; I therefore reprobate it, and cannot but 


conſider it as totally unworthy the very reſpectable quarter from 
oh whence it originated. | | 


length into the diſcuſſion of a motion that had been ſo fully 
argued, but to call the attention of their Lordſhips to the true 
diſtinction and difference between the original motion and 
the amendment. In order to ſhew this, his Lordſhip entered 


1 uke, and of the amendment moved by the Secretary of 
State. The original motion was undeniably a mere abſtract 


entered on the Journals of the Houſe, than any ſimilar pro- 


ceſsſully prevail, and bring us finally to the defired port; 


ſentiments with a view to combat them, and in borrowing the 


ing the merit of that motion ſrum proving advantageous to 


at The Lord Chancellar leſt the woolſack, not, he ſaid, to go at | 


to an analytical examination of the motion of the Noble 


propoſition, in itſelf, which could not with more propriety be 


F424 * poſition. 
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poſition with reſpect to morals or politics. It might be con- 


ſtrued as the Noble Duke meant it to be conſtrued, or it 


might be taken in an adverſe and a very different point of 


view, and its effect would neceſſarily be productive of ſalu- 
tary or injurious conſequences, juſt as it was interpreted. 


The Noble Duke doubtleſs meant to 70 a door to negotia- 
tion; but was he ſure it would do ſo? | 
_ Poſition, cui bono bring it forward? It was not neceſſary for 


their Lordſhips to ſelect abſtract propoſitions from the law of 


nations, to put them upon their Journals in the ſbape of reſo- 


lutions of the Houſe. The amendment appeared to him to 


be liable to leſs objection. It aimed at the ſame object, but 
in a leſs objectionable manner. It was calculated to attain all 
that the motion of the Noble Duke, in a ſpeech of great elo- 
quence and great ability, profeſſed to be deſirous of effecting. 
Take it collectively, or take it with a view to its ſeveral parts, 
it would be found on examination to meet every wiſh, that 
could be ſuppoſed to predomihate in the mind of the Noble 
Duke, and in the minds of all the Noble Lords who had 


| ſpoken in ſupport of his motion. His Lordſhip traced the z 


amendment through every ſentence, 'and explained, with 
eat perſpicuity, its bearings and probable conſequences. 


After arguing it at ſome length with inſihite preciſion and mi- 


nuteneſs, he concluded with declaring that he ſhould vote for 
the amendment. 9 2555 1 | 


The Earl of Guildford roſe; not to detain their Lordſhips, 


but merely to offer a ſingle obſervation, The amendment did 
not, the . | 

motion of his Noble Friend was calculated. The motion in- 
tended to open a door to negotiation, without reſerve or ex- 
ception. The amendment in the latter part of it expreſsly 
made an exception to the preſent government of France, by 
the obvious meaning of the words © and on the defire, uni- 
formly manifeſted by his Majeſty, to effect a pacification on 
Juit and honourable grounds with any government in France, 


under whatever form, which fhall appear capable of maintaining 


the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity with other countries.” 

Tord Auckland ſaid, that in a crifis ſo awful, aud when 
difficulties and dangers were accumulating againſt us beyond 
all example of former wars, he had archi the debate with 
extreme anxiety, as involving conſiderations of high importance 


to the eſſential intereſts, and perhaps to the exiſtence, of the 


Britiſh empire. The queſtion of the Noble Duke purported 
to be a ſtep on our part towards a pacification; the amendment 
of his Noble Friend prefeſſed rd have the ſame object; and, it 
addition to it, to urge upon the country the neceſſity of advan- 
= ; EEO EE OE 12 


$ a mere abſtract pro- 


arl ſaid, go to the ſame end, to anſwer which the 


amendment moved on the 12 
Houſes (by Lord Lauderdale and Mr. Fox). The motion 


eing towards that object with honour, ſafety, and advantage, 
. which can only be done by an increaſed activity and exertion 
in the war. Called upon as he now was to decide between 
the motion and ſuch an amendment, he could not heſitate to 


give his preference to the latter for reaſons which-had been ſo 
fully ſtated by others, that it was ſuperfluous to repeat them. 
He muſt however confeſs that he had felt great doubts,” whe- 


ther a motion might not have been preſſed in a manner better 


calculated to anſwer every poſſible good purpoſe. With that 
view, he would have taken only that part of the Noble Lord's. 


amendment which relates to the proſecution and object of the 
var: He would have added to it the comprehenſive words of 
the Noble Duke reſpecting the government to be treated with; 
to which he would have ſubjay 


d the cloſing ſentence of the 
February 1793, in the two 


PF 


would then have been as follows: 


5 % That under the preſent circumſtances, this Houſe feels itſelf called 


— upon to declare its determination firmly and Readily to ſupport his Majeſty 


in the vigorous proſecution of a juſt and neceſſary war, as affording, at 
this time, the only reaſonable expectation of permanent ſecurity and peace 
to this country: And that, for the attainment of theſe objects, this Houſe 
relies with confidence on his Majeſty's intention to employ vigorouſly the 
force and reſources of the country, in ſupport. of its eſſential intereſts. — 
« And that, whatever may be the form of government which may at any 
time prevail in France, it ought not to preclude negotiation or prevent 


peace, on ſuch terms as may be conſiſtent with the honour of his Ma- 


jeſty's Crown, the ſecuFity of his Allies, and the intereſts of his people.” | 


Lord Auckland proceeded to remark, that the motion thus 


ſtated would have been more conſonant to his feelings, than 
the words at the cloſe of his Noble Friend's amendment, in 


which there was a latent, certainly not a ſtudied, ambiguity. 
He would not, however, propoſe his own words, becauſe he 
was unwilling to lengthen the debate, and ſtill more to em- 
barraſs any meaſure that might be thought neceſſary by thoſe 
who had the arduous taſk of conducting the preſent war. The 
wording of the motion which he had ſtated would ſerve to 
| ſhew the conſtruction which he would be underſtood to give to 
the amendment that he was about to vote. 2 BY 
Their Lordſhips, the Biſbop of Durham ſaid, need be under 


no apprehenſions from ſeeing him rife at fo very late an hour, 


that he would treſpaſs on their patience, or detain them long 


Three o'clock in the morning, 
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from the queſtion. He truſted they would give him credit for the 


aſſurance that he had little ſuppoſed he couid poſſibly be called 
upon to take any part in the preſent diſcuſſon. He ſhould on 
this, as on moſt occaſions, have contented himſelf with a filent 
vote, had he not felt that his own character was to a degree 
implicated in not allowing the Houſe to adjourn, or the nu- 

merous attendance below the Bar to depart. without adverting 
to ſomething which had fallen from the Noble Duke who 


made the motion, and to certain poſitions ſtated by a Right 
Rev. Prelate, for whoſe abilities he entertained the higheſt 


reſpect. 9 5 5 | 
The Noble Duke, in the courſe of his opening, had ex- 


reſſed a hope of ſupport from the bench on which he had the 
| 13 to ſit, founded on e his motion, and in 


its tending to ſtop the effuſioh of human blood. Could he 
perſuade himſelf the Right Rev. Prelate ſaid, that ſuch would 


be the effect of the Noble Duke's motion, he would be among 


the firſt to- concur in it. As a ſriend to peace, as a miniſter 
of peace, he was anxious to obtain peace, whenever it could be 


obtained with honour and ſecurity to his country. To treat at 
a moment like this, with an enemy fluſhed with rapidity of 


conqueſt which ſcarcely had its parallel, would betray a weak- 


neſs of force and reſources which do not exiſt, and increaſe 
their hopes, ſufficiently ſanguine already, of adding Great 


Britain and its dependencies to their too widely extended em- 
pire. Will not ſuch an enemy, buoyed up with ſuch expecta- 
tions, either ſpura at any pacific offers, or (which he rather 


dreaded) receive them with profeſſions of amity, for the more 


deſtructive purpoſe of lulling us into a deluſive and protracted 
negotiation; of unnerving the public arm, and difpiriting 
the public mind ? Will ſuch an enemy as we have to contend 
with, be inattentive to the obvious advantages which ſuch a 
conduct on our part would ſupply? Would not the attack 
which we muſt conclude they meditate, be rendered more for- 
midable? Would not the conteſt be more ſanguinary ? To 
one drop of blood which will be ſhed while we are prepared, 


and. on our guard, torrents would flow as the unavoidable 


conſequence of the torpid inactivity which would ſeize all 
ranks of men, on the ſuppolition that overtures of peace would 
terminate in tranquillity z and on the fubſequent neceſlity of 
repelling the invader, and fighting for our property, our 
lives, our beloved Sovereign, our conſtitution, and our re- 

The Rt. Rev. Prelate, who had ſpoken with his accuſtomed 


precepts of the Goſpel were friendly to peace, and that wat 


_ talents in this debate, had truly ſaid, that the genius and the 
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on Chriſtian principles could never be engaged in, but on the 


ground of juſtice, In all theſe premiſes, the Biſhop of Dur- 


ham ſaid, he perfectly acquieſced, but differed from the 
Right Rev. Prelate in the concluſion which he ſeemed inclined 


to draw from them, as applicable to the preſent war. Were 
the injunctions of our bleſſed Saviour univerſally obeyed by all 


who profeſs his religion, the paſſions which give riſe to war 
would be reſtrained within their proper bounds, and war itſelf 


be unknown among the inhabitants of the globe. But the un- 


juſt attack of one nation upon another renders ſelf-defence 
boch juſt and neceflary, as well as conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt 
obedience to our Lord's commands. The queſtion, then, 
my Lords, is this—Is the war in whigh we were involved 


*” juſtifiable on Chriſtian principles?“ The Biſhop maintained 


it was. The war in its origin, on the part of France, was 
a war of agoreſſion ; on the part of England, of defence. He 
begged to recall to their Lordthips recollection, that, during 


the whole of the year 1792, England moſt ſcrupulouſly ad- 


hered to its neutrality z though its miniſters mult have been 
aware of the machinations of the French rulers to interfere 


with our internal government, to excite a ſpirit of ſedition, 


and to foment diſcontefit among the people. Nay, even the 


memorable decree of the 19th of November in that year—ſuch 


was the wiſh for the continuance of the bleſſings of peace—did 


1 not induce his Majeſty to proceed to hoſtilities, notwithſtand- 


ing every meaſure to provoke them. The ſame pacific ſyſtem 
was uniformly perſevered in till France, at the commencement 
of the enſuing year, declared war, accompanied by the moſt 
injurious language of the revolutionary orators, expreſſive of 
their determination to ſubvert the conſtitution of theſe king- 
doms, and to introduce into this country the anarchy, the atro- 
cities, and the atheiſm of that. > | 
On theſe grounds, the Biſhop ſaid, he was warranted in de- 
nominating the war, a war of aggreſſion; and in aſſerting that, 


on every principle, either of nature or Chriſtianity, we are 


juſtified in the prolongation of it, till it ſhall pleaſe the al- 
mighty Arbiter of events to give that ſucceſs to his Majeſty's 
arms as ſhall afford a reaſonable proſpect of an honourable, 
ſecure, and permanent peace. To endeavour at ſucceſs, re- 
quires unanimity and vigour; to merit and to attain it, de- 
mands individual and national reformation.  _ 
The Duke of Bedford, in a reply of ſome length, took notice 
of all the arguments which had been advanced againſt his mo- 
tion, and of the ſhifting and coutradictory grounds upon which 
it had been oppoſed. He remonſtrated againſt the practice of 
_ ntroducing a new motion under colour of an amendment, 
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his original motion. 


The Duke particularly took notice of the propenſity of 


miniſters to ſhiſt their ground; if he aſcribed to them one 


line of argument, they immediately ſaid, No; and had recourſe 
to ſome other poſition: If he attempted to fix them to that, 


they again ſhifted their ground, and ſheltered themſelves 


under ſome freſh ſubterfuge. The ſame unfair mode which | 


they employed in defending themſelves, they had applied to 
the propoſition which he had brought forward on that occa- 
ſion. Inſtead of frankly meeting it, the Noble Secretary of 


State had chofen to ſet it aſide, by bringing forward an en- 
tirely different reſolution, under colour of an amendment ; — 


a cireumſtance which clearly proved, that no propoſition would 
be adopted by miniſters, which did not, in the firſt inſtance, 
proceed from themſelves. This was a mode of getting rid of 
his re{olution, which he muſt diſtinctly reprobate. They had 


then argued againſt his refolution, as if it went to the length 
of ſuiny for peace; a circumſtance which he had not only ex- 


preſsly diſclaimed, but which the propoſition itlelf could not in 
the ſmalleſt degree warrant. On the contrary, he had brought 
it forward, in order to lead miniſters to ſome direct avowal of 


principle, which might at leaſt pave the way for negotiation, 


and hold put a ground to the country, on which it might be 
poſſible to treat. The Noble Secretary of State had ſtated it 
as a proof of the inſtability-of the republican government cf 


France, that the Convention had ſent to the revolutionary tribu- 
nal, a perſon who had publiſhed a pamphlet propoſing, that the 


Primary Aſſemblies thould meet to deliberate whether monar- 
chy ſhould not be reſtored. This was the greateſt crime that 
could be committed againſt any ſtate, as it was a propoſal that 
went directly to overturn the exiſting republican government: 


Was it any proof of the inſtability of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 


that Government had thought proper to hang their own ſpy 
(Watt), becauſe, in order the more effectually to promote the 
views of his employers, he had thought proper in the ſocieties 
to eſpouſe the cauſe. of republicaniſm ? What would mi- 
niſters ſay, if the expreſſion of this ſpy had been held out as 
the criterion of the ſentiments of the country. The Learned 
Lord on the Woolfack had been pleaſed to declare, that he im- 
puted to him no bad intention in bringing forward his motion. 
What intention could the Noble Lord poſſibly impute to 
him, but regard for the intereſts of the couutty, and a defire 
to ſave the conſtitution? But it might be alleged that they 
oppoſed the meaſures of miniſters becauſe they were envious 
of their places. The ranks of Oppoſition had lately been con- 
| = my Fo RL 51.8 ſiderably 
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WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. loads, 
and ſhewed that no ſolid objection had been brought againſt 


hv #1] |  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, | „ 


| E ſiderably thinned; other Noble Lords had changed their opi- 
nions, and had been rewarded with places and honour ;— 


« We, too (ſaid the Duke of Bedford), might have partici- 
pated of theſe rewards, if we had been diſpoſed to purchaſe 
them at the ſame price.” 


Lord Grenville, Lord Mulgrave, and Lord Corliſs Gi a few 


words 1 in explanation. 


I he Houſe divided on 1 amendment: 5 


Z 8 
Mot. Content. On 7 4 Te . 


The china 8 put on re motion thus amended, a con- 


verſation took place, in which Lord Grenville is rumoured | 


to have ſaid expreſsly, that his Majeſty's miniſters conſidered 
the preſent . of France as one with which they could 


not treat. 
The Duke of Bedford and the Earls of Guildford and n 
conte that this was a full admiſſion that the reſolution, 


as now propoſed to be voted; was completely nugatory. + 
Lord Grenville and the Earl of Carliſle endeavoured to qualify 
this conſtruction of Lord Grenville' s words, but the words 1 in 


ſubſtance were adhered to. 
The amended motion was ical without a diviſion. 5 


Adjourned at half an hour paſt four o'clock. 
The Marquis of Lanſdown, Biſhop of Landaff, an Earl of 
Tan went n ae * . 1 880 


3 a 
* - 


Re Me "HovusE or COMMONS. 
Ea WEDNESDAY, Fan. 28. 
The Mutiny Bill was preſented and read a firſt time: 
The Speaker iſſued a new writ for the election of a Member 


of Parliament for the town of Carnarvon, in the county of 
Carnarvon, in the room of Lord * appointed Lord Lieute- 


nant of the county. 
Mr. Huſſey axes That an account of the national debt, 


as it ſtood on the 5th of January, ſhould be laid 7 the ta- 
wa with an account of the intereſt thereon. _ | 
MANNING THE Navy. ; 
We Chancellor. of. the Exchequer ſaid, he had ee time 


ſince given notice of his intention to move for a Committee, to 
Vor. I. CEL a a 2323 ak 
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take into conſideration a plan for the more ſpeedily and effec- - 
tually manning his Majeſty's navy. This motion he meant to 
bring forward on Monday next; but would, for the preſent, 
preſent an outline of the plan, which he meant on Monday to 


ſubmit for diſcuſſion. 


The firſt propoſition which he intended to make was, that 


a ſupply of ſeamen ſhould be furniſhed from the different mer- 
ee Fees previous to their clearing out, in proportion to 


their tonnage ; ſo that while a ſufficient number of men ſhould 


be left to navigate the ſhips, there might likewiſe be a force 
adequate to the protection of the convoys. On this ſubject he 


had already had much communication with mercantile men, 


and would be glad to receive further information. | | 
The ſecond propoſition was, that as there was a great num- 

ber of men employed on water in different parts of the king- 

doom, who, from the nature of their employment, were qua- 


| ified for fea ſervice, though not regularly trained to be ſeamen, 


that out of theſe there ſhould alſo be furniſhed a certain pro- 
portion. | 1 n 


It was further conceived, that a conſiderable number of 


landmen might be applied to the naval ſervice, With this 

view it was propoſed to make a call upon the different counties 
to furniſh a certain number of landmen in proportion to the 
number of inhabited houſes, not exempted from taxes. The 


mode of railing theſe men was to be left to the magiſtrat ho, 


with this proviſion, that there ſhould be impoſed upon every 
pariſh, in caſe of default, a fine to ſuch an amount as would 
exceed the bounty which it might be neceſſary to offer. 
Theſe were certainly ſtrong meaſures ; but the ſituation of 
the country required that ſtrong and effectual meaſures ſhould 
be taken; and from the ſentiments that had been expreſſed 


from all ſides, he had reaſon to believe that they were ſuch as 


would meet with general concurrence. He concluded with 
moving, that the ſubject ſhould be taken into conſideration in 
a Committee on Monday. | TO ns 


Mr. Grey ſaid, the matter. propoſed 44 the Right Hon. | 


Member was certainly an object of the higheſt importance to 
the country ; and where its ſafety was concerned, eyery perion 
ſhould concur in meaſures productive of that end. It was 
neceſſary, however, not only to get as many men from the 
number of thoſe already trained to ſervice, but to protect the 


nurſery of ſeamen. He ſtated, that he underſtood there exiſted |; 


* 


two obſtacles to this nurſery; firſt, the circumſtance of im- 
preſſing apprentices, which deterred young men from entering 
into the ſervice; and ſecondly, the high bounties given in ſea- 
port towns, by the recruiting parties. ur 

"2 . : Ax. 


itſe 
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Mi. Jetyll aſked what period of notice was to be given to 


the en dene we to furniſh their quota of men, that 1 it might 
not operate as an embargo. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, Rad it was intended to 


| operate as the moſt effectual embargo, and the one of the 


Committee was, to conſider the beſt means in which that em- 


bargo could be applied; the operation would affect every hip 


as hes as # the Act had paſſed. 
MG rTION FOR Prack. | | 
by Fo faid, that in conſequence of the event of his mo- 


tion on Monday, ſo unſatisfactory to him, and, he underftood, 


as little ſatisfactory to the Public, at a period the moſt im- 


portant and preſſing that had ever occurred in the annals of 


the country, he roſe to give notice of his intention to bring 


forward a ſimilar motion on a future day, in order to aſcertain 
che principle on which the war was {till perſiſted to be carried 
ona point which he had by no means been able to collect 


from any thing expreſſed in the amendment moved by the 
Right Hon. Gentleman on the former evening. He ſhould 
take an opportunity to give further notice of this motion on 
Monday. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated, that on Monday he 
expected to be authoriſed by his Majeity to bring down a meſ-— 
ſage reſpecting the Auſtrian loan, which would of courſe be 
taken into conſideration the day following. 

Mr. Huſſey obſerved, that this was a meaſure not only new 


and unprecedented, but on the conſequences of which de- 


pended the public credit z before, therefore, the Houſe ſhould 
conſent to give away ſuch a ſum for foreign ſervice, it was im- 
portant that they ſhould be in poſſeſhon of every information 


that could be obtained with reſpect to the effects of ſuch a 
ſtep in the preſent ſtate of affairs. He ſhould therefore make 


a motion, © That the Governor and Deputy Governor of the 
Bank of England be moved for to attend this Houſe, i in order 
to ſtate their information on this meaſure.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer objected to this motion as 
Irregular ig the preſent {tage of the buſineſs; and gave notice 


of his intention afterwards to oppoſe it. 
The Speaker ſtated, that, conſiſtently with the forms of the 


Houſe, what had been ſaid by the Hon. Gentleman could be 


conſidered "wo as an intimation of a future motion. 


suspENSLON CF THE HABEAS CORPUS. 
The Order of the Day being read for 25 Houſe to reſolve 
itſelf into a Committee, Kc. | | 
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The Attorney General moved, That the Speaker do now leave 
the chair. | | 3 . 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that having on a former night given notice 
of his intention to oppoſe the Houſe going into a Committee 
on this Bill, though he meant to object to the Speaker leaving 
the chair, it was not on the ground of moving for a Call of the 
Houſe. There was nothing aſſerted in the preamble of the 
Bill which had any reference to the law of treaſon. He would 
not N himſelf to the meaſure of bringing in a decla- 

ratory Act to explain the law of treaſon. But if in the late 
trials doubts and conſtructions had been attempted to be in- 
troduced upon the ſtatute of Edward III. which was in his 
mind the moſt ſimple and explicit upon the ſtatute-book, it 
was of importance that theſe ſhould be done away, and that 
the ſtatute ſhould be put upon the footing of clearneſs and 
preciſion, for which it had originally been introduced. He 
meant to oppoſe the morion for leaving the chair, on the ge- 
neral grounds which had already been ſtated, and which he 
ſhould not then recapitulate. It had been ſaid, that in ſuſ- 
pending the Habeas Corpus we only imitated the example 
of our fathers; the Habeas Corpus had indeed been ſuſ- 
| pended, but the continuance of that ſuſpenſion, after the pe- 
riod for which it had originally been fixed, was rare indeed. 
No ſuch further ſuſpenſion, he believed, had ever taken place, 
where there had been no perſons in cuſtody. He referred to 
the inſtances in the reigns of William III. and of George I. 
and II. In theſe inſtances it had been ſuſpended either dur- 
ing the period of rebellion, when it was of conſequence to 
prevent any acceſſion to the rebel force, or from the dread of 
attempts to aſſaſſinate the King, which from the inſtantaneou!- 
neſs with which they could be executed, it was expedient and 
neceſſary to meet by means of immediate prevention, neither 
of which circumſtances applied to the preſent period. He 
concluded, therefore. that the preſent meaſure was not more 
warranted by precedents. than it was by the general principles 
of the conſtitution, and the conſideration of the exiſting cir- 

cumitances. "354 e „ 
T he Attorney General declined entering into the general diſ- 
cuſſion, but deprecated any attempt to draw the law of treaſon 

into queſtion. | KS : ; ES PO: 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that for the honour of 
the country no caſe fimilar to the preſent had ever occurred. 
'The danger, which we had at preſent to encounter, aroſe from 
the progreſs of thoſe principles, the dreadful conſequences of 
which we had for ſome years paſt had the misfortune to wit- 
neſs. Since the Revolution the Habeas Corpus had been twelve 
8 . times 

) 
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times ſuſpended, and in three or four of theſe inſtances the ſuſ- 


penſion had been continued without bringing forward any 


_ freſh grounds, only ſtating the general prevalence of danger. 
He reterre&to the preamble of one of the Acts of William III. 
the year after the Revolution, ſtating, that © Whereas there 


were juſt grounds to ſuſpect treaſonable practices, &c.” The 
only queſtion then was, whether, becauſe the danger at the 
preſeut moment was not preciſely the ſame, though in the 
minds of many rational perſons it was of a nature infinitely 


more dreadful: and alarming, we ought not to adopt the ſame 


means of -precaution that were employed in thoſe former in- 
ſtances ©. | | 


The Houſe divided on the queſtion “ Whether the Speaker 
do now leave the chair?” PLEA 


| Ayes N 3 — ; 69 / 
Noe, %% ͤ on Ou. 


3 1 Majority 55 2 
T be Bill then went through the Committee, in which it was 
agreed that it ſhould continue in force till the end of the ſeſ- 
lion. The Report was then received, and the Bill ordered to 
be read a third time to-morrow. 1 "os 


' HOUSE OF LORDS. 
p THURSDAY, Jan. 29. 5 de 
Received from the Commons the Bill for ſuſpending the 


' Habeas Corpus Act, which was read a firſt time, and ordered 


to be read a ſecond time on Saturday next. 
7 he Earl of Guildford ſaid, as it was underſtood that a meſ- 
| ſage would come to that Houſe from his Majeſty, reſpecting 
the Imperial loan, it would be neceſſary for the Houſe, beſpre 
it proceeded on any future ſubſidies, to have ſome information 


as to the effect o a former one, he meant that of the King 


of Pruſſia. He therefore moved, “ That an humble Addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, praying that he would be gia- 
ciouſly pleaſed to give directions, that there be laid beiore 
the Houſe, the particulars of the treaty entered into with 
his Pruſſian Majeſty, and ſigned at the Hague in the year 


1794.” —Ordered. | | | | 
The Noble Earl then made a ſecond and third motion. 


The ſecond was, An account of the troops employed by 
his Pruſhan Majeſty, in purſuance of the laſt treary kgned 
at the Hague, as far as the account can be made up.“ This 


was objected to by | „ 
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Lord Grenville, who ſaid it was impoſſible to procure the 
| particulars on that head, as his Majeſty's miniſters had not 
themſelves received them. 

The Karl of Lauderdale ſaid, that as commiſſioners had — 
appointed to watch over the motions of that army, they muſt 
certainly be in poſſeſſion of every circumſtance; and he was 
therefore certain, that there could be no ground of objection. 

The Earl e of Guildford then moved a ſimilar Addreſs for an 
account of the money paid to his Prothan e in pur- 
£7 U of chat oel. | | 


HOUSE OF 9 0 

| THURSDAY, Far. 29. . 

The Bill for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act v was read a 

third time, oi the motion of the Attorney General. —On the 
putting of the queſtion, © That this Bill do paſs,” 

Mr. Sheridan, who had juſt entered the Houſe, obſerved, 
that he happened to be abſent yeſterday, when his Right Hon. 
Friend had taken notice of the doctrine of the Crown 
awyers on the law of treaſon, and the neceſſity there might 
be of coming to a declaratory law upon the ſubject. When 
that matter ſhould be brought forward, he ſhould be ready to 
deliver his ſentiments. 

The queſtion being put, That this Bill do n the Houſe | 
divided: 


7 For it £2, 33 — 62 | 
Againſt it - „„.. 
Maj or es 1 58 


Mr. Morris Robinſon gave notice, That? on Thurſday he 
ſhould have a motion to make, relative to the uſe of flour in | 
hair - powder. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that if the calculation he had ſeen of the 
conſumption of flour. in the way of powder for the military 
be a juſt one, it would be a matter of very ſerious conſidera- 
tion of the Houſe, and they ought to come to ſome meaſure t to 
prevent, as much as poſlible, any ſcarcity of bread. | 
The Mutiny Bill was s ordered to be read a ſecond time on 

Monde next. | 5 


a Fz8, 2-] ” WOODFALL'S. PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 437 
- - xo0vsr or onde 
Z Sr, , 
The Bilk for renewing an Act paſſed laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, empowering his Majeſty to ſecure and detain ſuch per- 
ſons as ſhall be ſuſpected of conſpiring againſt his perſon and 
government, was a read a ſecond time. Ordered to be com- 
mitted on Mondax. ee OOO 


*** 


| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
E Mon p Ax, Feb. 2. 
The Bill for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act paſſed the 
Committee. N „ | 
De Earl of Lauderdale conceiving that clauſe which extends 
the power of this Bill to the laſt day of the preſent ſeſſion of 
Parliament, was highly dangerous, becauſe Parliament might 
be kept ſitting to any period in order to keep the Bill in full 
force, moved, that the words © firſt day of July next, be in- 
ſerted, inſtead of the laſt day of the preſent ſeſſion of Par- 
lament. The queſtion being put thereon, it was negatived 
without a diviſion. RL Bel _ ; | 
The remaining clauſes were then read and agreed to, and 
the Bill reported and ordered to be read a third time the next 


day. | | £3 0h | 
_ ' Ordered, that the Lords be ſummoned.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
5 > Mop, Feb. 2. 
The Speaker ſuggeſted to Gentlemen who had private bu- 
ſineſs to tranſact, the propriety of their coming down to form 
a Houſe at an earlier hour than has been cuſtomary during 
the preſent ſeſſion: He obſerved, that he always attended at 
three o'clock, and was ready to take the chair then. ; 
The Chancellor f the Exchequer ſaid, that the meſſage which 
he had been led to imagine he ſhould be able to lay before the 
Houſe relative to the Auſtrian loan that day, he mult defer until 
Wedneſday, and therefore he propoſed, that the diſcuſſion on 
that ſubject ſhould take place on Thuriday. „ 
. : MOTION FOR PEACE. | 
Ar. Grey propoſed, that the motion of which he had given 
notice, and which related in ſome degree to the laſt he brought 
forward, on the ſubject of the war, might be brought 
ah 3 N forward 
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| former on Wedneſday, as he thought the object was of a 
preſſing nature in point of time as well as importance. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave it as his opinion, that 
it would be inconvenient ta have two nights ſucceeding each 
Hg other for the diſcuſſion of ſubjects of ſuch great importance. 
1 He had no deſire to poſtpone the diſcuſſion of the motion of 
1 the Hon. Gentleman, but it appeared to him that the Propoſed | 
= arrangement would be very inconvenient. - 
It was thereupon underſtood that Mr. Grey's 8 motion | hould 
come on on Far. | 


"== 5 "PETITION FOR PEACE.” 

[i Mr. Grey then preſented a petition from the merchants and 
other inhabitants of Southampton, complaining of the inde- 
finite object of the war, the loſs of blood and treafure by 
which it had been attended, and the manner in which we had 
been deſerted by our allies; and praying that the Houſe would 

exert every means which its wiſdom could direct for procuring 

peace.—Ordered to be laid on the table. 
A new writ was ordered for the borough of Leiceſter. 
The thanks of the Houſe, upon the motion of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, were voted to the Chaplain, for the 
fermon which he preached on the 3oth of January. Hal 3 and 
he was deſired to print it. | 


SIGNED PETITION OF LIVERY RESPECTING THE WAR. 


| Mr. Alderman Curtis preſented a petition on behalf of the 
Liverymen of London, ſtating their attachment to the con- 
ſtitution, that they ſaw with concern that the war was not 

brought to a concluſion, but that they relied on the exertions 
of our army and navy, as well as the wiſdom of the Houſe, 
to procure a permanent and honourable peace, when it could 

be obtained conſiſtently with the honour and the fafety of this 
country. 

1 queſtion being put, 00 That this petition be laid on | 
the table,” 

Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that the worthy Alderman called 
this petition, the Petition of the Liverymen of London. As 
the Houſe were likely to have petitions in abundance for 
peace, it would be right that thoſ: who directed their repre- 
ſeatatives to preſent them, ſhould know, when petitions were 
ſigned, whether they were to be underſtood in that Houſe as 

_ petitions for war, or petitions for peace. There were many 
names, he obſerved, to the preſent petition ; he did not mean 
to infinuate that they were not reſpectable men, on the con- 


ant £ ne had no doubt they were ſo; but when it was ſtated ; 
that 


\ 
* 
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that this was the petition of the Livery of London, it was 
neceſſary that neither the Houſe of Commons nor the Public 
ſhould be mifinformed upon that point. There had already 
been held a very numerous meeting of the Livery of London, 
who had petitioned that Houſe for peace. Did the worthy 
Alderman mean to deny that the ſenſe of the Livery of Lon- 
don, in Common Hall aſſembled, had not been decidedly ex- 
refled in favour of peace, and that a peace as ſpeedily as 
poſſible? It was abſolutely neceſſary therefore that petitioners 
mould underſtand the preciſe terms of their petitions, and 
above all, the uſe that their repreſentatives made of them. 
Many Liverymen ſigned the petition which was agreed upon 
at the Common Hall, and which had been already laid upon 
che table of that Houſe; was it to be inſinuated that the pe- 
tition juſt preſented came from a more reſpectable body of 
the ſame Livery, and was intended to paſs in that Houſe as a 
fort of counter-petition? He had no doubt but that many 
of the reſpeCtable perſons who ſigned this petition might have 
been t61d that this petition was worded in a more temperate 
and reſpectful manner, than that which had been agreed 
upon at the Common Hall, and that ſuch a repreſentation of 
the matter might have induced many, who ſigned it, to do 
ſo; and yet the intention might be, to uſe it as a petition 
for a continuance of war. He was juſtified in ſuſpecting 
this to be rhe caſe, and in faying ſo, for he knew the tricks 
and ſhuffles by which the Public were ſo frequently impoſed 
upon. The whole ſyſtem upon which the war had been com- 
menced and carried on, was a ſyſtem of miſrepreſentation 
and deluſion. It was in this manner ſome perfons had al- 
ready been induced to ſign ſome petitions, and he had no 
doubt, by which others would be tampered with—lIr was the 
miniſter's ſyſtem. Nothing would better illuſtrate the anſwer 
which the miniſter had adviſed his Majeſty to give to the Ad- 
dreſs of the Court of Common Council of the city of London, 


Did not the Common Council underſtand they were aſking 
for a peace as ſpeedily as could be obtained, conſiſtently with 
the honour and ſafety of this country? In his Majeſty's an- 
wer was there to be found one word about peace ; the 
ontrary, did he not declare he conſidered it as an encourage- 
ent to continue the war ? 'Fhis was the ſyſtem of miniſters 
If they really wiſhed for petitions for carrying on a vigorous 
roſecution of the war, upon their own plans, why did they 
ot come at once boldly forward, and ſay that ſuch was their 
tention ? Why did not Members who preſented ſuch peti- 
Ions avow it candidly to be their intention to ſupport the 
iniſter in his own way, until he ſhall eſtabliſh a OR 

| XR | of 


Vo L. I. 
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of his own forming, or until this country was ruined ? If 
that was what they meant, let them come boldly forward and 
ayow it. If this was fairly and honeſtly. explained, they 
would not get the names of honeſt men to any petitions 0 
ambiguouſly worded, as to admit of the poſhbility of making 
more than one eonſtruction upon them, If this was properly 
underſtood by the people, he would venture to fay, they 
would not get the names of twenty. men to any petition that 
alked for any thing but peace, unleſs they were contractors, 
penſioners, and jobbers, who derived all their wealth from 
that which ought to go into the bowels of the poor. He 
ſhould be happy to hear any explanation upon this petition 


from the worthy Alderman who preſented ir. 


Mr. Alderman Curtis ſaid, every perſon who read the peti- 

tion that he had preſented, muſt at firſt fight diſcover its in- 
tention : 'The meaning was too obvious to require explana- 
tion. With regard to the proceedings in the Common Hall, 
to which the Hon. Gentleman had alluded, the majority 
there were a violent party, determined to hear only one fide of 
the ſubject, and they refuſed to hear him—Neither were they 
all Liverymen—Not one-half of them were Liverymen; there 
were ſome, no doubt, reſpectable men among them, but the 
majority, he beheved, were not of the Livery. With regard 
to the petition now preſented to the Houſe, he could only ſay 
it was left at the London Tavern for ſignatures, and there had 
been no improper influence uſed, nor any interference, on 
his part at leaſt, Thoſe who had figned, whom he knew, 
were reſpectable perſons ; they expreſſed themſelves as friends 
of peace, but how was a permanent peace to be obtained 
under the preſent circumſtances? By a vigorous proſecution 
of the war. He wiſhed for peace as much as any man, but 
the way he had mentioned was, in his opinion, the only way 

to obtain peace. 75 . 
Mr. Grey adverted to the ſort of explanation which the 
worthy Alderman had been pleaſed t give upon this ſubject : 
What was the meaning of that explanation? He told the 
| Houſe he was a ſincere well-wiſher for peace]! If he meant, 
generally, a well-wither to peace, it amounted to nothing, for 
that all defcriptions of men muſt be. The worthy Alderman 
ſaid, he was convinced, that the only way to procure a per- 
manent peace was by a vigorous. proſecution of the war 
that was, in other words, to continue the war, on the prin- 
ciple of eſtabliſhing in France a government, ſuitable, in the 
miniſter's opinion, to maintaining the relations of peace and 
. _ amity, . We were at war now for the purpoſe of deſtroying 
the preſent form of government of France. Then let the 
5 „„ 9a Liverymen 
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Liverymen of London underſtand, that their repreſentative” 
underſtood he preſented a petition for peace only when it 
cannot be obtained, without the deſtruction of the preſent 
government of France. Was this ſo, or was it not? Mr. 
Frey ſaid, he believed the whole of this buſineſs to be found- 
cd on a ſyſtem of deluſion.” If any body doubted what uſe 
cas to be made of petitions of this kind, let them lock at 
the King's anſwer to one of them, and which had been taken 
notice of by his Hon. Friend, in which there was nöt one 
word ſaid of peace. Let the citizens of London know, that 
the uſe which was to be made of their laſt petition, was to 
employ it as an inſtrument for the encouragement of the pro- 
ſecution of the war. dee enn ee eee ee, e 
Ar. Alderman Newnham ſaid, the ſenſe of the Livery of 
London had not been taken at the Common Hall; the pro- 
portion of Liverymen at the Common Hall, which had been 
alluded to, was very ſmall indeed. Many ſtrangers took the 
places of Liverymen, and aſſumed their authority. He had 
no difficulty in faying that the preſent was a direct counter- 
petition of that which had been agreed upon in that Common 
Fall. He was confident that if the opinions of the Livery 
were truly taken, they would be for the continuance of this 
war, until ſuch a peace could be brought about, as might be 
permanent. The government of France, in its preſent form, 
ougnht not to be treated with; he would go further, and ſay 
that he did not think that any government of France ought 
to be treated with, poſſeſſing the territory which France now 
poſſeſſed; Holland, Flanders, part of Spain and Italy, in ad- 
dition to her own dominions, properly ſo denominated. He 
ſhould prefer any war to peace with France, while it poſſeſſed 
its preſent territory, becauſe if we agreed with France for 
peace, in its preſent poſſeſſions, we ſhould ſign the death- 
warrant of this country. He was aſtoniſhed it could be 
thought of in any place; he ſhould be aſtoniſhed, indeed, if 
a majority of that Houſe ſhould agree to make peace with 
France at the preſent moment; for his part, he would adviſe 
the nation to come to its laſt ſtruggle, rather than do what 
could not but be conſidered as moſt humiliating and degrading, 
and not leſs injurious to the intereſts than to the Honour of 
the country, This, he believed, was the opinion of a large 
majority 'of the Livery of London: But at the Common 
3 the ſentiments of thoſe preſent were collected very un- 
airly. ee TAs is 70 a N . 
Ar. Aiderman Anderſon agreed with his worthy colleagues 
as to the petition now before the Houſe. He ſaid it was 
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ſigned by 1655 perſons, and they all knew the contents of it. 
They wiſhed 85 eace only on an honourable footing. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he did not mean to make any inſinua- 
tion againſt the petitioners, but he was glad that the matter 
had been in ſome degree explained, and that this was now to 
be underſtood as a counter-petition to that agreed upon at the 
Common Hall. But the worthy Aldermen had thrown out 
ſomething like an inſinuation againſt the Common Hall, b 
which he believed they would not abide. They had ſaid, that 
the proceedings of that Common Hall did not expreſs the 
ſenſe of a majority of dung of London. Let them try 
the effect in another Common Hall. WI, 
Mr. Alderman Le Meſurier ſaid, that the proceedings of 
the Common Hall were very unfair: Many. Gentlemen at- 
| tempted to deliver their ſentiments, but the company would 
not hear them. He, for one, was in that ſituation ; he at- 
. tempted to deliver his ſentiments; he was received by a volley 
of hooting and hiſſing; this he thought highly improper, for 
he had a right to deliver his ſentiments : The truth was, the 
company did not conſiſt of Liverymen. He had a lift of a 
_ vaſt number of perſons who had no right to be there, among 
whom were fix Americans. He would ſay nothing againſt 
the chief magiſtrate of the city; but it ſomehow happened 
that the barriers about the Hall were broken down ; who did 
it he could not tell. In ſhort, the company at Guildhall on 
that day, differed only in one thing from the meeting at Chalk 
Farm; that meeting knew what they were doing when they 
held up their hands, for their reſolutions were printed; but 
.the aka knew nothing of what was. doing. He declared 
himſelf a friend to peace, but he was confident we could not 
get a ſpeedy and honourable one. He aſſerted his independ- 
ence in his vote in that Houſe z and declared it was extremely 
hard, that the independent repreſentatives of the city of Lon- 
don ſhould be claſſed with jobbers and contractors. For his 
own part, he was one of thoſe who were loſers by the war; 
and he could honeſtly ſay, he was neither thirſting after place 
nor power. What, he aſked, were the terms upon which we 
could hope at preſent to make peace? We mult diſband our 
army, diſmantle our navy, and derange our whole military 
eſtabliſhment. Like the lion in the fable, we muſt ſuffer our 
teeth to be drawn out, and then fall a prey to thoſe who 
- non ana our pores. lym ⁵ td ̃̃ĩd m 
| Mr. Fox ſaid, that with regard to the company at the 


Common Hall not having the civility of hearing the worthy 


Anlderman with patience, it was too often, perhaps, the caſe 


in 


7 portion of the Public. „ | | 2 
Mr. Alderman Curtis diſclaimed the idea of throwing any 
| ſort of ſlur or odium on the Liverymen who attended the 


all times. 1 | VVV 
Il! be petition was ordered to be laid on the table. 


ling, Ordnance, Exciſe, and Cuſtoms as alſo thoſe employed 


Nn WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTSs — 402 


in popular meetings; companies of that ſort did not often 
liſten very attentively to what they did not like; but if the 
deſcription, which had been given of that meeting by the 
worthy magiſtrates, be a juſt-one, it was a little ſingular they 


ſhould have contended for the honour of preſenting to the 
Houſe of Commons, the very petition which that company 


agreed upon, and that it had actually been preſented without 
the leaſt intimation to the Houſe, that it was voted by perſons, 


a large majority of whom were not Liverymen. On the con- 
trary, it was opened by the worthy Alderman as the petition 


of the Liverymen of London in Common Hall aſſembled. 


5 As to the cavil about a ſpeedy peace, the public common ſenſe 


of that ſentence was not, that we ſhould make a haſty diſho- 
nourable peace, but that miniſters ſhould ſet about putting 


our affairs in a train that might facilitate the arriving at peace; 


this was meant by endeavouring to negotiate; that was his 


ſenſe of the duty of miniſters when he talked of a ſpeedy 


peace, and that he believed to be the ſenſe of a very large 


Common Hall nothing could be farther from his intention at 


The Marine Mutiny Bill was read a firſt, and ordered to 


be read a ſecond time. | 


Mr. Fox ſaid, as moſt of the objects, for which he moved 
the call of the Houſe, had been de and as many Mem- 
bers had ſince obtained leave of abſence from the Houſe, he 
ſhould move that the call of the Houſe, which ſtood for the 


next day, be diſcharged. —Ordered. 


Mr. Grey expreſſed his ſenſe of the importance of the ſub- 


ject which was to be brought forward that night, relative to 


the more effectually ſupplying the naval ſervice. It was ne- 
ceſſary the Houſe ſhould have full information upon the fub- 


| ject. He had been told, that there were actually in this 
country, at this time, a. body of ſeamen, who were eithet 
not employed at all, or employed in ſuch a manner as. made 
them but of little uſe. He underſtood that they amounted 
to near ten thouſand : He therefore moved, That there be 


laid before the Houſe, an account of the number of men and 
boys, employed in barges, boats, &c. in the ſervice of the 
Board of Admiralty, and who enjoy protection from them.” 


The like motions with regard to the Navy Board, Victual- 


on 
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on the river, in the Watermetis Company; all which were 


ordered. | 


- Mr. Brandling moved, * That an account be laid: dolote : 
the Houſe of the number of watermen emiployad: ware pro- 


tected by the nobility.” /“ 
Mr. Sheridan thought this a very proper motion, as it was 
notorious that theſe Protections were ien and ſold at n 


Prone day. 


Mr. Grey thought it would not be eaſy to obtain this ae. 
count, as it muſt be by an individual application to each 

nobleman. He ſhould wiſh, therefore, that the Houſe would 

apply to the Houſe of Peers, requeſting” them to wave their 


privilege during the war. 


Mr. Dundas thought, that it would not be Aero to take 
ſuch application, The number might be known, 'becauſe they | 


were regiſtered in the books of the Watermens Company, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer expreſſed a deſire of know- 
ing the number; but agreed with Mr. Dundas, that it would 


be proper that ſuch a motion ſhould originate in that . | 


He recommended to withdraw the motion. 
The motion was withdrawn. 


Mr. Ffte moved, © That an account be laid bene 000 - 


Heuſc, of the protections granted by the Cinque Ports,” 
A ſhort converſation enſued, in which it was declared by 
the Chancellor of the ' Exchequer and Mr. Pybus, that there 
were no proteCtions except for the ticket-men, who were 
employed to navigate homeward-bound veſſels, when any of 
their men had been impreſſed ; and thar this motion was in- 
' cluded in the firſt of Mr. Grey” 5 as Shower 1 were 
granted by the Admiralty. | 
The motion was withdrawn. 


Mr. Burdon moved, © That there be laid . "RX Houſe, | 
the number of men and boys employed in the Eaſt India 
ſervice. together with the numbers protected by that Com- 5 


ny. 595 
gangs, and the number of men of which they conſiſt. 


The queſtion was put on each motion, and agreed to. 
Mr. Sturt then moved for the number of gun-boats and 


; denders in the impreſs ſervice, and the number of men i 


* 2 in each; which was alſo agreed to. 
17 — moved for an account of the bounty-m oney 


given to ſeamen, from the 1ſt of January 1793 to 1795, to- 


_ gether with the number of men who receives the ſame.— 
wn to. e | 


Mr. Sturt moved for an account of the number of prel⸗ : 


3  PRUSSLAN 


CC 


e ee e PO SO” "8 
Mr. Felyll ſaid, that he had at an early period moved for 


papers relative to the Pruſſian ſubſidy, and he could not con- 


ceive for what good purpoſes they were withheld, He thought 
them a ground of confideration reſpecting the propriety of 


the projected Auſtrian loan, and as that was to come on to be 


diſcuſſed on Thurſday, it was very eſſential that ſuch papers 
ſhould be upon the table before that tine. 
Ar. Dundas ſaid, that they ſhould be produced the next 
e ee e M ANNIN O OF THE NAVY, 2 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the order of 
the day ſhould be read, for © the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into 

2 Committee, to conſider of a plan for the more ſpeedy and 
effectual manning of his Majeity's navy? 

The Houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into a Committee, 
Lord Arden in the chair. 2 5 | | 
The Chancellor of the Hxchequer ſtated, that it was not at preſent 
his object to enter at large into the nature of the plan which 
he ſhould ſubmit to the Committee. With reſpect to the ne- 
ceſſity and expediency of the meaſure, in the ſituation in 
which the country was placed, all fides of the Houſe had 
unanimouſly concurred; it would, therefore, only be waſting 
their time to dwell on points, which had already fo frequently 


and fervently called forth the ſupport and approbation of every 


Member preſent. Except, then, any Gentleman ſhould be 
E deſirous of any explanation in the preſent ſtage, 


is wiſh was, rather to meet the diſcuſſion, by bringing in a 


Bill, and then proceeding as faſt as poſſible to the Committee, 
when the blanks might be filled up and the Bill printed, al- 
lowing a fufficient interval for all the parts of the kingdom 
to take the different clauſes into their conſideration, and to 


communicate any information that might appear to them to 


be material, 'There was only one general conſideration to 


which he ſhould call their attention in the outſet of the buſi- 


neſs, All had expreſſed, and, he truſted, fincerely felt the 


neceſſity of great and unuſual burdens, in order to meet the 
ſcale of exertions which it was incumbent upon the country 


to make in the preſent criſis. If they felt, as they ought, 
the preſſure of that neceſſity, they muſt likewiſe make up 
their minds to the conſequence—a great degree of inconve- 
nience which muſt uvavoidably be ſuſtained. To this conſe- 
quence they mult be prepared to ſubmit, except it could be 
proved either that the inconvenience was ſuch as to outweigh 


the benefit to be reaped from the meaſure, or that ſome more 
bf e e | conve- 
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convekient mode could be deviſed of carrying the ſame meaſure, 
or ſomething likely to prove equally efficient, into effect. He 
truſted that in the preſent inſtance, inſtead of attempts being 
made to throw the burden upon one particular claſs, inſtead of 
jealouſy being produced between intereſts, miſtakenly con- 


ſidered as oppoſite, all claſſes of the community would cheer- 
fully unite to conſider what was the proportion which each 


could afford to bear, and in what manner the exertions of the 


country could be moſt OY called forth.  . 
In propoſing the means by which the plan now before. the 


Committee might beſt be carried into effect, he muſt, he ſaid, 
neceſſarily look to the great ſources of the national force. The 


principal of theſe undoubtedly was the trade of the country, 
He ſhould look to the mercantile marine; firſt, as it was the 
quarter beſt qualified to ſupply the exertions, which were at 
preſent called for; and ſecondly, becauſe, ſo far as there was a 
ſeparate intereſt, none were more- intereſted than the ſhip- 
owners and merchants, that the country ſhould be able to 
meet the naval force of the enemy, to maintain its ſuperiority 
by ſea, and to ſupply adequate convoys. The plan which he had 
to propoſe would be attended with two advantages. It would 


firſt relieve the outward-bound trade of the country from the 
inconvenience reſulting from an uncertain ws ay of preſſing; 
| | f an embargo, a 
meaſure which had been reſorted to in many former wars. The 
plan which he had to propoſe went to fix a certain number of 
men to be furniſhed by every veſſel previous to clearing out, in 


and ſecondly, it would prevent the neceſſity o 


8 to its tonnage, for the ſervice of the royal navy. 


his would operate as an embargo on every individual ſhip, till 


it had furniſhed its particular quota; and the convenience with 
which it would be able to proſecute its voyage, would depend 
on the alacrity witk which it contributed to the public ſervice. 
On examining the Cuſtom-houſe books for 1793, down to the 
month of September, he found that the total of the ſhipping 
of Scotland and England employed 100,000 men, and that 

the proportion of men to the tonnage was about one man for 
every fourteen tons. He propoſed to take about one ſeaman 
out of every ſeven who were employed; though indeed it was 
not neceſſary that they ſhould all be able men, as he would 
hold out an alternative, that. the ſhip-owners, if they were ſo 
_ diſpoſed, might, inſtead of one feaman, provide two landmen. 

No proportion was to be required from any veſſel of leſs than 

; hy foe tons burden; every veſſel above thirty-five and leſs 

than ſeventy to find one landman; every veſſel above feventy 
up to an hundred and five, to find one ſeaman or two landmen 
and ſo on to an hundred and forty ; and above that to find 
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tons. The reaſon why he made this diſtinction between larger 


and ſmaller veſſels, requiring the one to furniſh. a landman in 
the proportion of every thirty-five, and the other, where above 


a certain tonnage, only one in the proportion of every fifty, was, 


that the larger veſſels made a voyage perhaps only once a year, 


vVvhereas the ſmaller. veſſels employed in the coaſting trade 
made ſeveral, and had therefore much more frequent occaſion 


for the protection of convoy. He computed that the whole 


number of men obtained in this way, might amount to be- 
tween 18 and 20, ooo, and if the meaſure he had juſt ſtated 
had taken place in 1793, it would have produced 20,000 men, 
As it was intended to prevent the veſſels from clearing out, 
till they ſhould have furniſhed their limited number of men, 
it was his object, that they ſhould then be permitted to clear 


out as ſpeedily as poſſible. From the communications which 
he had had with Gentlemen from different parts of the coun- 


try, he had the ſatisfaction to underſtand, that there was no 
part of his plan liable to inſuperable objections. It was his 
intention alſo to call upon the country for ſome ſupply of 
landmen, for the ſervice of the navy. This ſupply he meant 
to raiſe according to che number of pariſhes in the kingdom, 
and reckoning one man for the proportion, it might produce a 
force of about ten thouſand men. _ Some- pariſhes 9. 4 not be 
able ſingly to furniſh one —others perhaps more. II 

which he meant to aſcertain the number, Was by a liſt of che 
inhabited houſes, not exempted from taxes. The mode of 
diſtributing the proportion, and of arranging the means by 
which it was tobe raiſed, he would leave to the juſtices of peace, 


ata ſpecial ſeſſions, to be held for the purpoſe providing only 


that a larger ſum than ſhould be adequate to the bounty given 
to volunteers, ſhould be levied upon every pariſh which ſhould 
be a defaulter. By this means all thoſe who came forward 
would be volunteers, and in conſequence of the fine levied 
upon defaulters being larger than the bounty required, a motive 
would be afforded to all the pariſhes to exert themſelves to the 
utmoſt in the way of raiſing men; and ſuppoſing that there are 
10,000 pariſhes in the kingdom, each pariſh to furniſh one, would 
conſequently give 10,000 men. There was another quarter to 
which he meant to have recourſe ; the extent of the aſſiſtance 
to be derived from which, he was yet unable to eftimate : 
This was, by raiſing a certain number of men out of thoſe who 
were employed in the inland navigation, on navigable rivers 


and canals, To this quarter he looked as an excellent nurſery 
for our ſeamen, as thoſe engaged in the inland navigation, 


from the mode of their education and the habits of their life, 
Vor. C 38 5 e 


e way in 


* 
4 
r 
4 . * 
— —— — — 
- . ˙— ine oedeemmmewrne gn 
L 2 N — 5 m ”» - 
. 2 * . J= N 
ha Rl n bh pw — — 
ENS is II OS. 
— — - f% — 


* 
a 2 
oY x * — 2 * 
© * * I * 2 R 
a * - 5% 
LIES Hep 3 Y — 1 q - 7 + 
Fax" 1 . A W 8 1 8 . — Wok e — x 2 — 
y , Worx ay 3 AY. - * 4 * £5 E F 4 N 1 
ar 1 * 2 * — N 22 . — vo I ——— ” : 2 6 
#2. C * x - - n r 7 — * 1 N $ " as tv YT one \ — * * 
co 2 9 7 - © 8 7 > 32 2 K 
A * k " 8 - ** ag "IF a r . * 4 
RE» pays 4 ö 28 . 2 . Ro $4 _ . N 
* 2 = : — 2 1 — fa 8 * * 5 ES > # b . 
* . 8 7 2 W « 1 5827 * 2 — g % « Sy Y er —SIFINS 
? & IT; _ ER n * - Py * R 
_ 1 I 2 2 — — —— Ops n Ko: 17 — — 2 — 2 
* rs q — 4 _ — * * - C4 % "© + x > > , wy - "FRF * 
2 2. 7 8 2 —— , n " * N 5 e * e 
> - - — — E 8 8 — - 2 
. - = * Fry 8 =y 


od" N — 4 Ws 
r Iv... 
— . wr 
r F 12 as af Wy 2 2 OE 2 
£ 0 YATES % 6. 
* n < *. 


n ring 
- : 
. A 


3 — wRmey 


- 4a 
. we 


e. e 
8 . 7% ED - ans by 9h 
{ - ©" > * « * 
. = 
oh . 5 
df ERS EI - — 
TY , ee r en 
= — ' 4 8 
1 „ 1 
Fo G — rr oy - *. . 
= n = Ts.» 2 =_ 
De. 2 


8 9 Et — 8 * - [ 
: Wm eee 
22 er he TO Dre 1 
3 i 1 9 . ep 


233 — 


. 
TY 


— waa" 
* 
— 


Ne OT 


r 


5 
e n Brin dave 
IDF 
2 ” 


: 
** [ 
=> 

= 


— rr 
= VIBE. 


. — a Tz 
— 


22 _ — 0 — _ 
PEGS IIEC IEEE 
8 1 


MES mas -- 


—— 
doo * 


<I> > 4 


408 THe WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. ay | [Co Rows 4 


_ were well qualified for the fea ſervice. Before, however, he could 


aſcertain the probable amount of this ſupply, it would be ne- 
_ ceflary to procure a liſt of the barges employed in different parts 


of the kingdom. There was only one other meaſure which he 
ſhould fubmit to the Committee; a meaſure which had been 


adopted in former wars, though not with all the effect which 


it might have been calculated to produce. This was, to paſs 


an Act enabling the magiſtrates to apprehend all idle and diſ- 


orderly perſons who might be able to ſerve his Majeſty, and 
who could give no account of their means of procuring a live- 


lihood. - This meaſure had been adopted in 1778 and 1779; 


it was then employed for the purpoſe of recruiting the army; 


it was now intended to be excluſively applied to the ſervice of 
the navy. He had thus ſtated: the general outline of his plan, 


Which was all that he propoſed upon the preſent occafion ; he 
would conclude with moving for leave to bring in the ſeveral 


Bills for the different purpoſes he had ſtated. He therefore 
moved for leave to bring in a Bill requiring owners and maſters 


of ſhips-to furniſh a certain number of men, &c. 


© Mr. Horrifon acknowledged - that the prefent propoſitions | 
were conducted, on the part of the Right Hon. Gentleman 


who brought them forward, with great candour, and he by no 


means diſſented from him in opinion, that great exertions were 
at preſent neceſſary towards manning the navy. He would 


not give his decided opinion at preſent whether theſe were the 
meit advifeable means to be reſorted to, but he was rather in- 
clined to think that they were not, as they appeared to operate 
in a manner which he apprehended would be deemed by many 


not only partial but oppreſſive. He thought they bore ' parti- 


cularly hard upon the commercial and trading intereſts of the 
country, and alſo upon the, landed, in a certain degree. When- 
ever the Bill or Bills, for carrying them into effect, ſhould be 
brought betore the Houſe, he ſaid he would move a clauſe, 
which would have for its object the taxing of all forts of 
places and penſions above a certain yearly ſum; He thought 
it abſolutely necefiary, that when the merchant, the trader, 


and the landholder, were called upon in the ſevere manner 


they would be by theſe propuſitions, if carried into effect, to 
contribute to the ſervice of the ſtate over and above what they 


paid to the general taxes of the kingdom, thoſe who derived 


ſuch ſplendid incomes from the places and penſions they hold, 
ought to contribute, in an equal proportion at leaſt, to any 
additional taxes, it ſhould be deemed neceſſary to burden other 
deſcriptions of ſubjects with, in conſequence of any extraor- 
dinary meaſures which it might be adviſeable to reſort to on 
particular and urgent occaſſons. Though this propoſition might 
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not be generally reliſhed, he contended that it was not a new 
one, for they all knew that ſubſcriptions had been raiſed in 

that manner for a purpoſe certainly not more important to the 
nation he meant the ſcrutiny after a certain election. In the 
preſent caſe, as he before obſerved, theſe proviſions would 


operate very heavily upon the landholder, the trader, and the 


merchant: He therefore gave notice that in ſome proper ſtage 
of the Bill, he would take an opportunity of moving a clauſe 


to the following effect: That every perſon holding or en- 


joying a place or penſion of '300). a year, ſhould provide one 
ſeaman, or two landmen, for the ſervice of the navy; perſons 


| poiſfing 400l. a year, two ſeamen, or three landmen; perſons 
0 


ding 5ool. a year, two ſeamen, or four landmen; and for 
every Iool. above zool. to whatever extent of ſum, that one man 


| ſhould be added.” This, he faid, would be but fair and rea- 


ſonable; it would be only obliging thoſe Gentlemen, and others 


who received ſo very liberally from the bounty of the ſtate, to 
contribute in ſome degree a proportion of their incomes to its 

_ neceſſities z and he thought no reaſonable or impartial man 
would hefitate to ſay, that when great emergencies demanded 
ſuch extraordinary exertions, it would ill become men, fituated 


as were thoſe of whom he was ſpeaking, to ſhrink from ſuch 


a propoſal, or to endeavour to counteraCt it. Indeed, he only 


mentioned the matter then in order to give notice to the Gen- 


tlemen on the other fide of the Houſe, of what he intended to 
do in cafe his Majeſty's miniſters ſhould not anticipate him on 


the ſubject. As the Right Hon. Gentleman had only given 
the outline of his plan, he might poſſibly intend to bring fome 


ſuch meaſure as he had mentioned into the body of his Bill. 


If ſuch were his intentions, or if, upon conſidering what had 
fallen from him, the Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould introduce 
any clauſe to the ſame effect, it would give him great pleaſure 
to ſee it proceed from a quarter from which it would fue with 
io much greater weight, force, and propriety. -_ . 


Al. Folliffe faid, that notwithſtanding he muſt acknowledge 


the pretſure of the occaſion to be great, and that he would by 
no means wiſh to throw obſtacles in the way of effectually 
manning the navy with as much ſpeed as poſſible, yet he could 


not let the occaſion paſs without obſerving, that the mode 


propoſed to be adopted, tended greatly to partiality, and bore, 
in a very great proportion, heavier on many clafles of men than 
it did on others. The Right Hon. Gentleman had, by his 
propoſitions, ſtated, that he intended to take a conſiderable 
number of men from our inland navigations, and from the 
flats plying on our rivers. He was of opinion that 30,000 
were too many to be expected from the labourers in this coun- 
try, and thought there was another fet of men that cauld 
EEE bk EE wo - 
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much more profitably be drained for the public ſervice, 
Why were the honeſt, induſtrious, and laborious part of the 
community to be thus haraſſed and called from their homes 
and families, when there were ſo many idle and uſeleſs 
members of it ſuffered to remain quietly at home, to 
the infinite detriment of the other ſex, on whoſe ſtations 
and privileges they very materially encroached ? He 
meant thoſe whoſe occupations could as well be carried on by 
the other ſex, for inſtance, hair-dreſſers, particularly now that 
the uſe of hair-· powder was to be limited; likewiſe that uſeleſs 
and unmanly ſet of beings, men-milliners, men-haberdaſhers, 
Kc. who curtailed the places of females, great numbers of 
whom might be employed in houſes and ſhops into which they 
could not at preſent get admiſſion. The unneceflary number 
of footmen and attendants of different denominations kept by 
the nobility and the rich, he thought might well ſupply a very 
conſiderable proportion, without being any-ways miſled. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that the general object of ſupplying the navy 
with men in the readieſt and beſt poſſible manner, was one 
that had his moſt hearty concurrence, as any propoſition would 
that tended to bring it about. The exertion propoſed was 
certainly a ſtrong one, and the queſtion therefore came to be, 
Whether there was any certainty that the benefit to be derived 
from ſuch a meaſure for the ſervice of the country, would be 
equal to its inconvenience ? He approved of the plan which 
the Right Hon. Gentleman had taken in bringing forward the 
buſineſs, becauſe it afforded time to collect the ſentiments of 
the country upon a very material and important queſtion to 
the intereſts of a very large part of the community : Until, 
therefore, that ſenſe was obtained, he would not go into any 
detail of the particulars which had been then ſubmitted to the 
Houſe. At preſent, however, it was proper that he ſhould 
ſay a few words :—He thought it highly neceſſary, that the 
Houſe ſhould digeſt well whether the real object, the manning 
of the navy, could be gained by the ſteps they were taking? If 
this object was gained, it ſurely was a moſt defireable one; but 
if, on the other hand, the ſcheme tended only to operate as a 
tax, by which money was to be raiſed, ſaid to be for the pur- 
poſe of manning the navy, it became a very different matter, 
and required the ſame conſideration which any other mode of 
taxation did. With regard to the effect of the Rt. Hon. Gen- 
tleman's mode of taxing the pariſhes, as well as the commercial 
_ intereſt, he would ſay nothing deciſive, until he knew in what 
way defaulters were to be compelled to raiſe their quota, and 
what puniſhment was to be inflicted on thoſe who did not. As 
to aſcertaining the population of the pariſhes from the houſes 
paying the window-tax, he did not think that a good criterion: - 
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ws Many motions had been made for returns, to aſceftam. th 


point, by all of which he found, there did not appear to have 


been an increaſe for the laſt thirty years. All theſe obſerva- 


tions, hawever, would come more properly at ſome future 
diſcuſſion. | 


Alt the preſent awful criſis, and when hey were entering, or 


rather had entered, upon a courſe of the ſtrongeſt meaſures 


that any criſis could juſtify, Mr. Fox ſaid, he ſhould expect 
to ſee the preamble of every Bill for ſuch purpoſes run thus, 
if it could be ſo ſtated with truth: Whereas every rational 


and honourable means have been purſued, to reſtore the bleſſ- 


ings of peace, and ſuch means having failed, it is neceſſary,” 
&c. If this could be ſtated with truth, ſo as to produce con- 


viction on the minds of the people at large, he was confident, 
that notwithſtanding the loſſes, the diſtreſſes, and the hardſhips 
which had already attended the war, there would not be a 


| ſingle murmur throughout the nation, nor any want of proper 


men for the public ſervice; if, on the contrary, this could not 
be ſaid with truth, he was afraid the - ſame diſcontent would 
remain amongſt the people, and the ſame backwardneſs to 


enter into the ſervice. Until therefore ſomething was clearly 


and explicitly declared that could convince the nation, that 
there was a deſire on the part of this country to obtain peace; 
he truſted ſuch motions as his Hon. Friend had given notice of 
would be frequently repeated, and that thoſe whe ſaw the ne- 
ceſſity for them, would not relax in their exertions from any 


temporary want of ſucceſs, becauſe he was ſure, in the end, 
it would be ſeen that they had been taking the beſt probable 


means to ſerve their country. When he talked of theſe 


motions for peace, he did not wiſh to be tied down by critical 


remarks on the meaning of words, but to go at once into the 


real ſubſtance of ſuch motions, viz. an explicit avowal that we 
were not at war for the purpoſe of mak ing a government for 


France, or of deſtroying her preſent government, but that it 
was ſor Britiſh intereſts alone that we continued the war. 
Convince the people by ſuch a declaration, and he knew it 


would give them general ſatisfaction. For whatever was the 
government of France when it was neceflary for this country 


to adopt ſuch ſtrong meaſures, thoſe who propoſe them ought 


always to accompany them with an avowal of their wiſhes and 


intention to bring about a peace, and that we only carried on 


a2 defenſive war, not merely ſo in words but in fact. This in- 


tention to treat with the preſent government of France for 
5 was completely denied by the miniſter's late declaration. 


Every one mult. allow that the meature that day propoſed was 


an extraordinary and an ingonyvenient one, and ſuch as could not 
have been expected, except as going hand-in-hand with an 
I; 1 x Ps __ avowed 


— 


«5 
n 8 4 
Bip > . n 4 p 
„ p 9 9 3 me 1 % * 
. EF - 22 n 4 
* » N * Ms 


Oey. 
n 
er 


_ . — — wht 4 
” 3 G cee * 
A - WN 
3 — Ky” - 2 . 
2 5 4 4 10 — oy 0 
— — * 5 * * — * 
SPENT FP FIGS oo,» 
* 1 99 2 
8 
r 


* 
Þ My) 
SA if Gn 2 
2 
es bog 
. 


" 4.4 
1 
<> 


4 
* 
„„ 7 — - 
1 9 r a 
. * * 
"2 K 
— 2 Ge 
Wks © a * 2 ve a Rt 
— — P 9 


. : ID * N — 
— 1 — — 
ke "$42 \ % mY . he — Gt, <a. 
N * Wr - — 1 o . 2 * : 
* — 5 4 os ”" * — Ka - # . I 2 4 
4 V2 1 3 8 — 1 
by Ars 2 a * F + 2 a ** 1 . . RY 4,” 5 * 8 > 3 . 
- . \ p eee 8 = . 
. r — \ 0 Wer — Es 6 4 - : I 
ES — VE tin 2 . "8 r 1 ? 
, Wn. þ Fn * "uo 2 . 
3 3 Ro A \ as. wer 7 y 7 e pw — — . * —— 
n — * 4 8 * — > hy 
by 5 _— 2 e n , _ - 0 wet "L474; 64 
a - A 4 - 3 je 
Wes — — 3 2 


** * "yi 
4 Mad ct, , 2 — 
„ . — my 


: 


—ͤ—ä—— ũ rr 2 PS ba 5 
e n 


hr 


r 
een 


— 
—— 
— 


— — 
2 2 
N 4 
\ — 


. hae ul 
5 


— . 


3 — — . 
ho ye =o bet 7 * "ao 
: = COT, 7 1, HTS 


— — 
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avowed defire to make peace, Mr. Fox ſaid, he could not help 
noticing the Addreſs of the Common Council of the city of 
London, which, though not worded in a manner that he could 
compliment them upon, yet it certainly meant and expreſſed 
a a decided wiſh for peace. From his Majeſty's Anſwer, however, 
one would be led to imagine; that they actually wiſhed a continu- 
ance of the war, and that he was pleated to hear it, which, he was 
ſorry to fay, ſtrongly ſignified that there was nothing in the 
councils that adviſed his Majeſty like a deſire for peace. He 
warned miniſters againſt ambiguity and deception in their 
dealings with the nation; theſe were dangerous times, and 
delays in making ſuch declarations as they ought to do, made 
them more ſo. This was the time to ſpeak out boldly, fairly, 
and intelligibly ; the people ought not to be miſled, and when 
they were ſufficiently ſatisfied and convinced, the firmeſt re- 
liance might be had upon their energy and vigour. He con- 
cluded by complimenting the Chancellor of the Exchequer on 
the propriety. of the mode he had given notice of, for conduct- 
ing this important meaſure, which undoubtedly required time 
and conſideration. | J) ot prog re a ud 
Mr. Curtuen thought the propoſed meaſure would be ſeverely 
and partially felt by the coaſting and coal trades, by obliging 
_ thoſe who had not men to give, to buy them; otherwiſe it 
would fall as an embargo on their trade. es 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated ſome intended excep- 
tions; he agreed that it was his intention that thoſe who did 
not give their quota, ſhould pay money, or ſuffer an embargo ; 
but thofe hardſhips were nothing to be compared in expence or 
effect, to a general embargo, or a very hot preſs, if the ex- 
igency of the country ſhould require it. . 
Sir Francis Baring made ſeveral objections to the plan, and 


2 thought that means more lenient might be adopted, firſt: 


Sir Francis ſaid, that he could not let the preſent opportunity paſs 
without ſtating a few circumſtances which ſtruck him forcibly 
as tending to weaken the effects intended to be produced by 
the preſent propoſitions, if carried into execution. He feared 
they would tend to injure, in no ſmall degree, the ſhip-owners 
and merchants of this country, by impoſing an additional bur- 
den upon them at a time when thoſe already exiſting were too 
| Heavy to bear. The meaſure called upon the owners of ſhips 
to provide a certain number of men over and above their own 
proper complement, and was to operate as a complete embargo 
on the failing of their ſhips till ſuch men were actually found 
for the ſervice of Government. When the ſhip-owners came to 
refort to the different ports and places where it was ſaid fifty were 
to be found at one, and an hundred at another; they, on inquir- 


ing what was become of this hundred, might be told that forty * 
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= that hundred were in priſons in France. It was ſaid in alow 
voice acroſs the Houſe, No, nat h.] The Hon. Baronet replied, 
„Indeed, Sir, I believe you will find it is true.” The number 


of priſoners in France were, he faid, from thirty to forty 


thouſand, and he wiſhed ſome means of exchanging them 


2 could be thought of, as that would afford a very conſiderable: 
_ ſupply to the navy. EY; 044 SEES 5 


* 


Vs. Burden roſe to deliver his ſentiments on the meaſure, 
but was proceeding into deſultory matter, that was thought ir- 


relevant, and was called to order. 


Mr. Brandling ſaid a few words, and obſerved that there had E 
been a very full public meeting at Newcaſtle, where only one 
perſon thought of moving a petition for peace, which was im- 


mediately rejected. | . 
Mr. Grey approved of the fair and candid manner in which 
the buſineſs had been brought forward. It was. he ſaid, a very 
ſtrong meaſure, and could only be juſtified by neceſſity. He 
declared he perfectly coincided in the ſentiments ſtated by his 

Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox), whoſe arguments he followed, 
thinking that the plan ought to be accompanied by a declara- 
tion, that every means would be taken to obtain peace. . An 
Hon. Gentleman had alluded to a meeting at Neweaſtle ; what 
he had faid on that matter was moſtly true, but in fairneſs he 
_ ought to have ſtated, that the motion for peace was not ne- 
gatived, from a defire to continue the war, but becauſe the 
meeting was called for another purpoſe, and it was conſidered, 
that it would be wrong to bring for ward a motion they were 
not prepared for. He was certain, Mr. Grey faid, that the 


people of Newcaſtle, and in every part of the country, were 


unanimouſly for peace. He thought there might have been 
various other means tried before they had recourſe to the pre- 
ſent meaſure, and agreed with the Hon. Baronet, reſpecting 
the great number of our ſeamen being prifoners in France, 
which ought to be exchanged, except it was determined to 
carry on this war, in a manner different from all the common 
principles of other wars. Forty thouſand of our ſailors were 
confidently ſaid to be in wich 

enemy, 'This was a tremendous number to be deprived of in 


the hour of need, and ſhewed how very abſurd it was for 
miniſters to perſiſt in' ſuch ridiculous pride and obſtinacy. 


They would not even acknowledge the French government fo far 
as to make an exchange of priſoners. For his part he thought it 
was their duty to acknowledge immediately the French re- 
public, not only for the purpoſe of effecting ſo defireable a 


meaſure as that of an exchange of priſoners, bur for the further 
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304 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons 
dad more important one of opening the way and laying the 
foundation for a negotiation for a ſpeedy and immediate peace. 
Mr. Grey made ſome obſervations on the meaſure as a tax, 
and was much againft that part of it, which went to enlarge 
the diſcretionarypower of magiſtratesin ſending whomeverthey 


thought fit for ſea on board of ſhips as diſorderly perſons. 
Alderman Curtis ſaid, that violent diſorders required violent 


= remedies: Such he conſidered the prefent criſis of affairs; and 


as ſuch the different propoſitions of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer met his idea, and had his hearty concurrence. Seve- 
ral other members ſaid a few words in the looſe converſation 
that obtained on the ſubject. | 
The Chancellor of the . expl ined what operation the 
propoſition would have, as a tax upon trade. 

Mr r. Strut? found fault with ſeveral parts of the propoſed plan. | 
The refolutio=s were then Rn} ue and carried, and 
the Houſe being re ſumed ——-—- 

Lord Arden re ported them, and leave was given to bring ir m 
a Bill upon the Felt reſolution, which was read a firſt time, 
and ee to be read a ſecond time the next day. 

The Committee of Ways and Means, and Supply, were de- 
al ferred till Wedneſda | 
The Secretary at War moved the ſecond reading of the Mu- 
tiny Bill, which being done, it was committed for Monday 


nent. A ſhort altercation; took lace between Mr. Man- 


waring, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Plomer, Mr. 
Windham, Mr. Rolle, Mr. Wigley, &c. relative to a petition 
which Mr. Manwaring had preſented ſome time ago from the 
innkeepers, complaining of grievances, which he thought had 
been rather neglected ; the reſult was, that upon motion it 
was referred to a Committee the next day in the bert 
chamber, and to report their an to the er | | 
e at 8 0 mts 075 ES 


| HOUSE OF. LORDS. 
Tos DAx, Feb. 3. 
HABEAS CORPUS ACT. 


Lord Grenville moved the order of the day, fo the third 
reading of the Bill for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus At. 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to move an amendment, “ That 
the words © laſt day of the preſent ſefſions' to be left out; and 


* thoſe * of the firſt day of Ae next ſubltitured 1 in their 1 8 
His 


beginning of a new Parliament; and artful mini 


Fes. z.) "WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 0 
His Lordſhip faid, he ſhould not have occaſion to trouble 
their Lordſhips to any great length in ſupport of his amend- 
ment, as he underſtood it would be acquieſced in—neverthe- 
leſs it was in ſome degree neceſſary for him to ſtate as conciſe- 
ly as 
it. The Habeas Corpus Act was gal paſſed by our 
_ anceſtors as one of the grand bulwarks o 


ble a-few of the reaſons which induced him to move 


the ſecurity of the liberty of the ſubject, againſt the power of 


the Crown, and it was intended by thoſe who framed and paſſed 
it, that: it ſhould never be ſuſpended by any other power than 
that of Parliament; nor even 5 Parliament itſelf, without 
ſome certain limited time being 

that ſuſpenſion. _ 


xed for the continuance of 


His Lordſhip, ſaid he was warranted in what he ſaid by the 


 doQtrine of Judge Blackſtone upon this ſubject, who, in treat- 
ing of it, expreſsly ſays, * That this Act cannot be ſuſpended 


even for a ſingle day, by any power but that of Parliament,” 


and not even then, but on the cleareſt proof of ſome great and 


important danger to the ſtate, can it be juſtified. If their 
Lordſhips would take the trouble to read the words of the Bill 


as they at preſent ſtood, they would perceive that a power was 
thereby velted in the Crown to continue the ſuſpenſion of this 


law, which was the great defence of the liberty of the ſubject, 


to an indefinite. time. 5 5 
He would allow, that in the preſent times, and wich the 


preſent Parliament, ſo much danger was not to be appre- 


hended, as had been the caſe in ſeme times and with /ome Par- 


liaments; but in a caſe of ſuch immenſe magnitude and im- 
portance as the preſent, every caution provided by the wiſdom 


of our anceſlors, for the ſecurity of the liberty of the ſubject, 


ſhould be ſtriftly adhered to. Perhaps in the ſtate of the 


preſent Parliament, as to continuance, it might not be ſo very 
material, but it was a dangerous thing to admit a bad prece- 
dent; and if this were allowed to paſs, it might be quoted in 
ſuture, when the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act might 
be deemed neceſſary 2 the general good, to take yore in the 
ers might, 
by uſing the words laſt day of the preſent ſeſſion, and after- 
wards adviſing the King not to prorogue the Parliament, con- 
tinue the ſuſpenſion of that ineſtimable law during the term of 
ſeven years. This was a conſideration which preſſed itfelf on 
his mind very much, and which therefore impelled him to 
move the preſent amendment. His Lordſhip ſaid, that as he 


believed the amendment would meet with no oppoſition from 


content himſelf with the obſerv- 


the Noble Secretary, he ſhould 
e N ations 
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the conſtitution, for 
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% © WOODFALE'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Hoses. 
ations he had made, and not treſpaſs on the time of their 
Lordthips'any fun.. ES 
Lord Grenville faid, he did not mean to oppoſe the amend- 
ment of the Noble Earl. Ie did not, indeed, fee the danger 
to be ſo great as the Noble Earl apprehended it to be, if the 
words remained as they ſtood in the Bill; for, according 
to the Noble Earl's own ſtatement, the King could not con- 
tinue the ſuſpenſion for any great length of time without keep- 
ing the Parliament fitting, and while Parliament was fitting, 
his Lordſhip did not think much danger was to be dreaded : 
However, in a matter of this nature, as it was certainly beſt 
to be explicit, he ſhould have no objection to the amendment 
of the Noble Earl being adopted. The amendment was agreed 
to, and the Bill read a third time. . 
Lord Grenville moved, * That the Bill do now paſs.” His 
Lordſhip ſaid, that from the very full inveftigation which had 
. takeniplace when this matter was before their Lordſhips laſt 
ſeſſioh, and from the abundant evidence which had been laid 
before their Lordſhips at that time, it would not be neceſſary 
for him to enter into a detail on the pretent occaſion, that 
would detain them long. It might, perhaps, be thought by 
ſome that it was neceſſary to produce ſome new matter, or to 
ſhew that ſome n-w conſpiracy was on foot, to induce their 
Lordſhips to agree to the pretent Bill; but this, his Lordſhip 
contended, was not the caſe. He begged leave to call to the 
recollection of their Lordſhips, that in the outſet of the buſi- 
neſs they had appointed a Committee to inveſtigate the ſubject, 
and to examine into the maſs of papers which contained the 
evidence of the exiſtence or non-exiſtence of the conſpiracy 
which was alleged to be on foot. His Lordſhip faid, that 
Committee had proceeded on the buhineſs with a diligence and 
ability which nothing could ſurpaſs, and from papers laid be- 
fore them belonging to the ſocieties accuſed of this conſpiracy, 
they had drawn up and laid before their Lordſhips a full, ac- 
Curate, and intereſting Report, which contained ſuch ample 
' proofs, that ſuch a conſpiracy did exiſt, as to leave no heſita- 
tion on the minds of their Lordſhips, of the abſolute neceſſity 
of their paſling the Bill. The Committee, his Lordſhip aver- 
red, had done themſelves the higheſt honour, by the alacrity 
with which they undertook, and the aſſiduity with which they 
executed; the important truſt committed to their charge; and 
the report they had made on the ſubject, was ſo ſtrong and 
convincing, from the arrangement of the vaſt variety of papers 
it contained, as to leave no doubt on the mind of any rational 
man, either among their Lordſhips or in the kingdom at ws 


— 


country, from the commencement o 


- Lordſhip 
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that a dangerous conſpiracy exiſted at that time. His Lordſhip 
was, he ſaid, extremely glad to find that this had alſo been till 


more fully proved, by a judicial deciſion (Here a cry of Hear, 


Bear, hear! He repeated that this had already been proved by 
a a judicial deciſion. It ſeemed that his opinion was ſurpriſing 
to ſome of their Lordſhips, but {till he contended it was found- 
ed on fair and juſt principles. Several perſons belonging to the 

ſocieties charged with this conſpiracy had been arreſted; and 


had ſince undergone their trials, before that legal and complete 


tribunal to inveſtigate matters of this nature, and to pronounce 


deciſively on thema jury of their country: By this jury the- 


had ſeverally Been acquitted of the crime of high treaſon, with 
which they ſtood charged. This was certainly true, and he 


by no means withed, or intended, to throw the ſmalleſt impu- 


tation on trial by jury, or to depreciate the verdicts by which 
they were fo acquitted. Still, however, their acquittal was no 


proof that a conſpiracy had never exiſted in this country. It 
only proved that in the caſe of the perſons tried on a charge of high 
treaſon, the evidence was not ſufficiently full and ſtrong againſt 
them individually, to amount to that degree of completeneſs, 
which the law requires to convict perſons tried for this greateſt 


of all crimes. So far therefore from the trials of thoſe indi- 


viduals proving that there had been no conſpiracy, the evidence 


aůdduced upon them, eſtabliſhed beyond a doubt the exiſtence of 
the conſpiracy: e 1 5 | | | 


His Lordſhip” requeſted the attention of the Houſe 


while he took a curſory review of the conduct and practices of 


thoſe ſocieties, with regard to the 270 2 of a neighbouring 
0 5 their correſpondence 
with them, and he thought it would be ſufficient to impreſs 
every one of their Lordſhips with the ſame ſentiments he en- 


tertained on the ſubject. During the time of the monarchy 


Sant os Wha Ha wg after the revolution took place, his 
aid, all their correſpondence was with the French 
Facobins in Paris, and other parts of France, but no ſooner was 


the deſtruction of monarchy effected, than they immediately 
opened a correſpondence with the National Convention; 


and in one of their addreſſes they went ſo far as to ſay, 
“That they hoped ſoon to ſee fimilar addrefles ſent from 
that country to a National Convention in England.” After 
this he begged their Lordſhips to remember, that they began to 
concert meaſures for calling a Comention in England, for the 


wicked purpoſe of fubverting and overturning the legal con- 
ſtitutional and ſettled government and liberties of this country. 


It was impoſſible their Lordſhips ſhould not remember the 


Convention that had actually taken place, in which men met 


e TESTES appointed 
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appointed by thoſe ſeif-created- ſocieties he had ſo oſten men- 
tioned, who had gone to moſt a extraordinary length indeed, 
When he reflected on many of the meaſures they had adopted, 
and particularly on that one ſtrong and audacious reſolution, 
that among other thing ſays, If the preſent Parliament 
ſhould think proper to paſs any Bill to ſuſpend the Habeas Cor- 
pus Act, or to countenance the landing foreign troops in the 
country, or in cafe of an invaſion, a Secret Committee was 
appointed to re- aſſemble this body of men to act in ſuch emer- 
gency”—he could not for a moment heſitate (and he truſted 
he ſhould be joined by all their Lordſhips in the opinion) to 
believe that a molt dangerous conſpiracy exiſted: of the nature 
before deſcribed. „„ Da F 5 
Hlis Lordſhip next alluded to the reſolutions which had been 
paſſed by the ſeveral ſocieties in England, ſubſequent to the 
meeting of the Convention in Scotland, in which they aſſert- 
ed that they could no longer truſt to laws framed, as they 
| boldly and infolently phraſed it, by thoſe whom. they were 
pleaſed to call their plunderers and oppreſſors; but that they 
muſt reſort to laws of their own making; and, for this purpoſe, 
fteps were actually taken for calling a Convention in England, 
which was to overturn and deſtroy the monarchy, the ariſto- 
cracy, and all the conſtituted authorities of the preſent go- 
_vernment, and to-introduce all that anarchy, contuſion, mi- 
ſery, and bloodſhed, which had deluged and waſted that diſ- 
tracted and unhappy country, for the purpoſe of ſubſtituting 
a government ſimilar to that formed by the French, whoſe 
principles and proceedings they were fo deſirous to imitate and 
follow. This, his Lordi ſaid, was evident from the affect- 
ation of imitating the Convention in the phraſes, the terms, 
and the nature and name of their proceedings. 
. He adverted to what paſſed at the very extraordinary meet- 
ing held at Chalk Farm, as another proof of their intentions to 
call a Convention in England for the purpoſes alleged. It might 
be repeated, he ſaid, that the late verdicts at the Seffion-Houſe 
in the Old Bailey, negatived the whole of the conſpiracy ; 
but that he apprehended to be impoſlible, as the queſtion be- 
fore the Court and Jury was not, nor could it be, whether a 
| conſpiracy exiſted, but whether the perſons put upon their 
trials were. guilty to the extent ſtated in the indictments ? His 
Lordſhip concluded by obſerving, as the late trials had afford» 
ed the ſtrongeſt evidence that a conſpiracy exiſted at the time 
of paſſing the original Bill for the Suſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus Act; and as nothing had ſince appeared to convince 
their Lordſhips that this conſpiracy was done away, and did 
not ſubſiſt at the pretent moment, he thought it unneceſſary to 


* 
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trouble their Lordſhips any further at preſent, and therefore 
ſhould content himſelf with moving that the Bill do paſs. 


Tue Earl of Guildford ſaid, he ſhould not have deemed him | 
ſelf to have aCted right, if, after hearing the arguments juſt 


advanced by the Noble Lord, he.could have been contented with 


| Pad juſt heard from that Noble Lord, he felt himſelf impelled 
by his feelings in a peculiar degree to ſtate his reaſons for differ · 


ing with that Noble Lord, and for giving his decided negative 7; 


- 


to the motion. - | | | 
His Lordſhip faid, it had always ſtruck him, that, according 
to the principles of our excellent conſtitution, no Act of Par- 


liament of that magnitude or of the importance which the 


Habeas Corpus Act undoubtedly was to the rights and liberties 
of the people, ſhould be ſuſpended, or the benefits of it taken 
away for ever ſo ſhort a time, but in caſes of the moſt urgent 

neceſſity, nor without a certain ſpecific, weighty, and import- 


ant reafon for ſo doing, having been made apparent by the 
moſt undeniable proof. His Majeſty's miniſters, however, 


ſmarting under the laſh of public difappointment and public 
diſgrace, had ventured to come forward again, and call upow 


Parliament for a further ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corgus Act. 
He did imagine, that, on hearing of the renewal of the preſent 


Bill, he ſhould have heard that fome new dangers had ariſen, 


which would ſanQion ſuch a meaſure ; but there did not appear 


to him to be the leaſt ſhadow of danger. 7 
The argument of the Noble Lord had been extraordinary 


indeed. In the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion, the Noble Lord had 
moved for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpur Act; and before 


it was obtained, a Report of a Select Committee, appointed 


by their Lordſhips, containing a maſs of evidence, which the. 


Report ſtated it to be the opinion of the Committee, formed 
ſufficient proof that a conſpiracy which was dangerous to the 


_ conſtitution and the government did exilt, and on this maſs | 


of evidence their Lordſhips had conſented to the paſſing of ſuck 
Bill. In conſequence of this Bill having paſſed into a law, by 


receiving the complete aflent of the whole Legiſlature, and in 
__ order to prove to the people of England, and to the world at 
large, that the opinion of the Committee fir{t, and of their 


Lordſhips afterwards, was well founded; certain individuals be- 
hanging to particular ſocieties, amongſt which this conſpiracy 


was ſaid to exiſt, were arreſted, and, after ſome months con- 


finement, were put upon their trial for this conſpiracy. The 
Noble Earl ſaid, he believed there never was a ſubject, either 
in this or any other country, that underwent fo lony, to ample, 
and ſa deliberate and attentive a diſcuſſion and inveitigation as 


Aid this of the guilt or innocence of theſe individuals, refpect+ 
TV VVV 


iving a ſilent vote upon the preſent motion. From what he 
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| ed to kis intereſts, and even avowed this attachment z yet the 
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ing the conſpiracy for which they were charged and tried. 


The reſult of this had been, that Mr. Tooke, Mr. Thelwall, 
and the other Gentlemen charged in the indictment, and 
vhoſe lives his Majeſty's miniſters. had unjuſtifiably, certainly 


abortively, attempted to take away, were declared by the 


juries to be not guilty of the conſpiracy with which they ſtood 


charged. The verdicts of the juries cleatly eſtabliſhed one or 


other of theſe three things; either that no conſpiracy had 
exiſted at all; or, if it did exiſt, that it was not a conſpiracy 


amounting to treaſon; or laſtly, Whatever the nature of the 
conſpiracy was, that the perſons. brought to trial were not 
guilty of it, and that it muſt have been carried on by indivi- 


duals whom no perſon could point out. His Lordſhip remarked 


that the Learned Judge who preſided at the trials had emphati- 
cally ſaid, that, if there was a conſpiracy, the members of the 
ſocieties had neicher numbers, zeal, nor money enough, to 
carry it into effect. His Lordſhip was therefore clearly of 


opinion, that the conſpiracy which gave riſe to the original ſuſ- 


penſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, that bulwark of the liberties 
of Engliſhmen, had been done away and diſproved by the late 


trials, and the acquittals conſequent thereons and that being 
the caſe, his Lordſhip ſaid, he was extremely ſurpriſed to hear 


the Noble Lord moving their Lordſhips to continue this ſuſ- 
penſion without producing any proof whatever that any new 


or other conſpiracy exiſted. | 


The Earl ſaid, he did not deny that there might be many 


perſons in this kingdom who were diſcontented with the pre- 


at government, as there were at all times, in all countries: 
ſome of them from their diflike of a monarchy ; others from 
their love of innovation and change, &c.; and many, perhaps, 
from cauſes differing from either of theſe ;—but no man could 


deny that a ſpirit of the warmeſt and moſt zealous loyalty apd 


aſtection to his Majeity pervaded the great body of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects: Never were more loyal addrefles, or more fervent 
expreſſions of attachment to the King and Conſtitution known 
than at the preſent period. In former times, when matters 
were very differently ſituated, and appearances much more 
dangerous, no ſuch ſtrong meaſures had been reſorted to by 
our anceſtors, as the preſent miniſters had made uſe of to 
poſſeſs themſelves of exorbitant power, as in the cafes of the 
Alien Bill, the Traiterous Correſpondence” Bill, and the Sup 
penſion of the Habeas Corpus Act. In the beginning of the 
reign of King William, when the departed or abdicated King 


Was {till alive and in arms, many hundreds of people were 
known, from the prejudice of long habits, from perſonal af- 


fection, and from other obvious cauſes, to be ſtrongly attach- 


# * Ha- 


| Fun. .]  WOODFALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 5 
_ truſted to the excellence of the government, and the vigour 
and energy of the laws, for protection from danger, likely to 


reſult from the cauſes juſt ſtated in favour of the abdicated 


King and his family. The ſame in the beginning of the reign 
of Queen Apne, and in the reigns of George I. and II. Nor 


indeed had the Habeas Corpus Act been ſuſpended, but in caſes 


of threatened or actual invaſion or rebellion. 


His Lordſhip concluded with emphatically declaring, that 


he ſaw no reaſonable ground whatever for a further ſuſpenſion 


of the Act in queſtion ; and therefore he would give his nega- 


tive to the motion. © * Rx $24 
Dye Duke of Leeds aſſured their Lordſhips, that after the 
very ample manner in which he had delivered his ſentiments 
on the paſling the original Bill for the ſuſpenſion of the Habehs 
Corpus ACtlaſt year, he ſhould not have troubled them again on 
the ſame ſubjeck 


could not agree with the doctrine of his Noble Friend, that 
becauſe the priſoners on the late trials were acquitted, the na- 
tural and fair deduction was, that no conſpiracy had exiſted; 


he was altogether of a different opinion. His Grace aſſured 
their Lordſhips, that he by no means intended to caſt the 


leaſt reflection on the juries who acquitted the perſons on the 
late trials; on the contrary, he was of opinion they had acted 


fairly and conſcientiouſly, and that the verdict of * Not 


Guilty“ was warranted by evidence, and ſtrictly conform- 
able ro law. The acquittal of the perſons tried, however, in 


his judgment, did not by any means prove that a conſpiraey 


had not exiſted. - | 
The Duke ſaid, that the Committee appointed by their 


Lordſhips, of which he had the honour to have been one, 


had ated with the utmoſt care, deiiberation, and attention 


in inveſtigating the maſs of papers which contained the cor- 


reſpondence of the ſeveral ſocicties implicated in the charge of 
this conſpiracy, and on the fulleſt conviction, after the moſt 
mature conſideration, they had drawn up the Report, on the 
_ credit of which their Lordſhips had thought proper to paſs the 


original Bill. His Grace-declared, that he was not a little ſur- 


pri ſed to hear his Noble Friend fay that the whole of the pro- 
ceedings on the ſubject had been founded on delufon. AN 
he could ſay upon that matter was, that if it was a deluſion, 
it was a deluſion ſo nearly reſembling reality, that he was un- 


able to diftinguith the one from the other, for at this moment 
the whole of the plot appeared to be a reality in his mind, as. 


much as it did When he fat in the Committee appointed by 


| „if it had not been for ſome part of what had 
| fallen from his Noble Friend who had juſt fat down, He 
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their Lordſhips. With regard to the late trials, he would add, 
that if he had lived in the country, a total ſtranger to every 


thing that was paſſing in the metropolis, except what he might 


| ſee inthe newſpapers on the accounts of theſe trials, he would 


ſay, that from the very nature of the defence of theſe perſons, 
he thought there did exiſt in this country the confpiracy al- 
leged. The turn which public affairs had lately taken on the 


continent, the topographical ſituation of France at this time, 
the vaſt extent of coaſt ſhe was in poſſeſſion of, as well as the 


internal fituation of this country, had rendered the Bill not : 
only a proper meaſure of precaution, but alſo, under all the 


circumſtances, juſt and highly neceſſary. 1 
The Earl of Carliſle roſe, to take notice of ſome extraordi- 


nary doctrine that had been advanced by his Noble Friend the 


Earl of Guildford. | 


The firſt that ſtruck him, a utterly unſuſtainable in reafon 
or in truth, was the following poſition, viz. That all ſuſpicion 


of traiterous conſpiracy was dine away by the late acquittals. 80 


. little could the force of this propoſition gain his conviction, 


that the very inverſe of it ſeemed to be nearer the truth: For 
if the exiſtence of a conſpiracy had not been admitted, forming 


the baſis and foundation of all the proceedings of the Court, 


there being no crime, of courſe there could be no criminal. 
The Court could not have remained fitting a moment ; nor 
would the Jury have ſuffered any part of the fatigue and con- 
ſmement, which the nation at large has reaſon to deplore they 
underwent. The admiſſion of the exiſtence of that conſpira- 
ey was as much a preliminary point, as the finding of a dead 
body, with marks of violence upon it, is neceſſary to eſtabliſh 


the fact that a murder has been committed, and from thence 


to ground the inquiry after the perpetrators of the crime. He 
meant not, in the moſt diſtant manner, to refle&t upon the 
ſoundnefs and juſtice of the late verdicts; but, ſubmitting to 
them, he would go no further (becauſe he believed they were 
not intended to convey more) than that thoſe men, arraigned 
for the crimes for which my were brought to trial, had not 


committed thoſe offences. But he could by no means ſubmit 


to the outrageous concluſion, that, becaule thoſe individuals 
were not proved to be the offenders, conſequently there was no 


offence, His Lordſhip admitted, that ſuch acquittal was a 


perfect legal waſhing away of all imputation, that ſuch crime 
Wa been perpetrated by the acculed, and the law held 
them to be innocent: le law in that, and in every caſe, 
can do no more, But there is a tribunal ſtill behind, from 
which, on this ſide the grave, there is no appeal—the deciſion 
of the Public, It is the hand of the Public that ſets the ſeal 
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be eaſily mamfe 
and bred to the law, conceived the Horrid deſign of killing a 
near relation, in order to pofſefs himfelf of his fortunes: Hle, 

with an accomplice, way-laid this relation, failed in his at- 


attached; and he, who ſhould have 


had ſuch an accuſation to encounter? In the firſt places 


| Vol. I. 


xv. 3. ] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 37 


of honour or diſgrace upon all human conduct; nor is that 
always directed by the ſentence of the law. For what can be 
more falſe; than that an acquittal of Court, in all cafes, re- 
ſtores the accuſed to ſociety, immaculate, and 'without nay 
on his reputation? For inftance, in the following cafe hic 
happened at 18 the falfchood of this modern doctrine will 
ed; A perſon, of the rank of a 5 5 


tempt to kill, but left him for dead: He recovered of his 
wounds: The villain was indicted on the Coventry Act, and 


charged with the intention of maiming and defacing. To the 


ſurpriſe of the Court, he ſet up this horrid plea : I did not, 
as all the evidence will ſhew, intend to maim ; I meant to mur- 


der!” Now ſuppoſe, which luckily was not the caſe, that 
this plea had availed him? 4 this new doctrine, he would 
rte 


have retired from the bar perfectly clear and guiltleſs; one 
upon whom no imputation, without ie ought to have 

oubted- his innocence, 
would have been guilty of cruelty and oppreffion. 5 
Another dne which his Lordſhip conceived his Noble 


Friend to have ſaid, was, that the conduct of miniſters was 


unjuſtifiable, as their project in raifing theſe alarms went to 


the endeavour of taking away the lives of innocent men. He 


truſted his ears had deceived him z for, knowing the candour, 
the benevolence, and humanity of his Noble Friend, it was 
impoſſible for him to reconcile the ſharpneſs of ſuch an accu- 
ſation with the fairneſs of mind and the gentleneſs of heart 
which he knew him to poſſeſs. For with What difficulties 


merely to divert the public attention, that any ſet o men 


ſhould be found fo depraved as ſuch miniſters muſt be, who 
ſhould contrive ſo horrid a ſcheme ;—that difficulty would meet 


him on the threſhold. But if this was got over, the next that 
occurs is the acquieſcence of many independent perſons, in 
their character of Priyy Councillors, to forward this notable 
expedient. But this alfo removed, another immediately 


ariſes—the conduct of the grand jury who found the bills: 


They muſt alſo take their ſhare of guilt in advancing this de- 
teſtable project, denying to them that conviction, ariſing 
from the proofs before them, that there had been commitment 
of crime, and that certain individuals were by them, from 
thoſe proofs, believed to be the perpetrators. This was not 
all: Another formidable difficulty remained, after all theſe 
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were removed - the conduct of the petty jury, who did not 
act as if the caſe was perfectly clear, but retired to deliberate, 
and remained ſome time in deliberation. But he muſt again 

repeat, this great queſtion is now before the Public: Many 
haad opportunities of attending the trials; moſt of reading, if 

they choſe, the proceedings of the Court; and it remains for 

them to decide, whether there were not the ſeeds of the greateſt 
_ miſchief induſtriouſly ſown, which (yielding to the verdicts) 

had not reached maturity, nor arrived at that pitch of crimi- 
nality which would have warranted a very different verdict ;— 


or whether this ſcheme, involving the fortunes, reputation, 


and lives, of harmleſs arid inoffenſive men, in the utmoſt 
peril, was conceived by his . . miniſters, adopted by 
the Privy Council, advanced by the grand jury, till it came to 
its laſt ſtage, merely for the purpoſe of flinging a tub to the 
whale, and taking advantage of the national fears of internal 
danger, to render it more eaſy for thoſe miniſters to carry on 
meaſures inconſiſtent with the public welfare. . 
Here, ſaid his Lordſhip, let the matter reſt. As for the 
continuance of this partial ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 
Bill, in particular and ſpecified cafes, he ſhould certainly vote 
for that continuance. When the Bill was conſented to the 
laſt year, he was ſufficiently convinced that the people of 
England were well ſerved by their repreſentatives, in arming 
the Executive Government with this temporary power, and 
that the Houſe of Lords did its duty by the Public, in adopting 
the ſame meaſure for the general ſafety. Not being convinced 
- that all the ſeeds of that miſchief, though ſleeping in the 
ground, were deprived of power to ſtart up again, warmed 
into life and activity by that foſtering care which had fo in- 
duſtriouſly diſſeminated them, he thought that this was not yet 
the hour to relax that vigilance to which our ſafety may juſtly 
be attributed; nor to return that ſhield which the people of 
England had lent, and buckled on the executive arm of Goyern- 
ment for their protection and defence. . 
The Zarl e Warwick apologized for troubling their Lord- 
_ ſhips with his ſentiments on the preſent occaſion, but having 
given a ſilent vote when the Bill paſſed laſt year, he was induced 
to crave their Lordſhips indulgence, while he ſaid a few words 
upon the ſubject. His Lordſhip owned, he was one of thoſe 
who thought the Habeas Corpus Act an invaluable bleſſing, and 
- that it ought never to be ſuſpended but in caſes of the moſt 
urgent neceſſity and evident danger; and that neceſſity, the 
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. juſt and neceſſary grounds for ſuch a meaſure, that he 


ſſmould give the Bill before the Houſe his ſupport. He rook 


occaſion to ſpeak of Oppoſition in general, as a matter highly 
honourable to thoſe who took part in it, and of the utmoſt uti- 


lity and advantage to the Public, when conducted on fair, 
manly, and patriotic principles. He had himſelf always been 


an admirer of ſuch an Oppoſition, and, in the courſe of his 


| life, had more than once joined in one, which had produced 


great good by their ſteadineſs, their diſintereſted views, and 


their abilities. But wide indeed was his opinion of an Oppo- 


Gtion founded on a different principle ; an Oppoſition in which 


certain individuals appeared to be actuated by no other views 


than objects of faction, perſonal intereſt, or perſonal ambition. 


Such an Oppoſition was to be deteſted as the curſe of their 
country. He could not reconcile: it to his mind that it was 


_ poſſible for an honeſt ſenator to come into an Engliſh Houſe 
of Parliament, and echo the ſentiments of a French demagogue. 
Parties wiſhing for nothing but to indulge their own 
ambition, by obtaining to themſelves power, he thought 


neither more nor leſs than a contemptible Oppoſition, and ſuch 
an Oppoſition he always did and always ſhould deſpiſe. He 
did not ſay this of the preſent Oppoſition as a body, for in that 


view he believed them to be honourable. 


During this part of the Earl's ſpeech, there was a cry of 
Hear ! hear! On which his Lordſhip ſaid, he would not 


| ſhrink from his words; he had delivered his real ſentiments. 


His Lordſhip touched lightly on the war itſelf, but con- 5 
feſſed that the ſubject had been fully diſcuſſed by men more 


competent to treat it properly than he pretended to be. After 


tion ſhould have his decided ſupport. 


a few obſervations, he concluded with declaring that the mo- 


The Earl of Guildford ſaid, his Noble Friend had completely 


miſconceived much of his argument; their Lordſhips would 


therefore admit, that it was neceſſary that he ſhould ſet him to 


rights. With regard to the verdicts that had been given, he 
had faid, that _ eſtabliſhed one of theſe three points: That 


no traiterous conſpiracy exiſted at all; 2dly, If it did, that it 


was not a conſpiracy amounting to treaſon ; and laſtly, What- 
ever the nature of the conſpiracy was, that the perſons brought 


do trial as the moſt active in it, were not guilty of the crime. 
charged againſt them. In all or either of which caſes, the Bill 
for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act did not in any wax 


| hs ach he had felt himſelf obliged, in juſtice. to him- 
elf, to ſay in explanation, and he would have then fat down, 


had not a Noble Earl who ſpoke before (Lord Warwick), taken 
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the liberty to indulge himſelf in a ſevere cenſure againſt thoſe 
Noble Lords with whom he had the honour to act, and which 
he would venture to ſay was wholly unmerited. He would 
appeal to every one of their Lordſhips, whether he and the 

Noble Lords near him had not uniformly expreſſed their honeſt 
indignation at the conduct of miniſters from the commence- 
nent of the war, and ſtrenuouſly oppoſed all the violent mea- 
o_ which they had continued in carrying it on, for their 
own intereſted purpoſes. . He deſpiſed, in as ſtrong terms as 
the Noble Earl, or any man could utter, the idea of oppoſition 
to Government, upon ſuch baſe principles as the Noble Lord 
had infinuated—the deſire of place, factious motives, or views 
of perſonal ambition. But he defied any man with the 
ſmalleſt colour of juſtice to accuſe the Oppoſition with which 
hae acted, of the firſt charge, becauſe it could not be done-with 
fairneſs or with truth; and as to faction, he would only ſay, 

that if a ſteady and uniform ſyſtem of oppoſition to thoſe mi- 
niſters whoſe. blunders and incapacity had expoſed themſelves 
to diſgrace, and the country to a ſtate of the greateſt calamity, 


could with juſtice be called a factious Oppoſition, it was one | 


_ Which no man who conſcientiouſly did his duty to his country, 
and diſapproved of the unconſtitutional manner in which they 
came into power, their obſtinacy in perſiſting in a moſt ruin- 
ous conduct, and the ſhameful diſaſters that had neceſſarily at- 
tended ſuch conduct, could poſſibly forego. His Lordſhip, in 
Bis reply to the inſinuation thrown! out by the Noble Earl, with 
great eloquence, great animation, and great energy, raiſed 
bis voice much higher than we ever heard his Lordſhip ſpeak. 

In fact, he met the inſinuation with that degree of indignant 
contempt that he thought it called for, - 8 
- The Harl o Warwick explained; Not being in the habit of 

public ſpeaking, he might not, he ſaid, have expreſſed himſelf in a 
manner ſufhciently explicit; he was not, however, afraid to 
repeat that though he confidered a ſtrict watching over the 
conduct of , miniſters, as a very laudable principle of oppoſition, 
in times of danger he did not think it right to haraſs Govern- 
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ment by oppoſition from any other principle. He had guard- 
edly ſtated that, he pointed his argument not againſt the preſent. 
Oppoſition generally, and he begged the Noble Earl to believe 
him, when he declared, he entertained an high opinion of the 
| 2 Earl's public and private character; but there might 
de individuals to whom te had reaſon to allude; he meant 
thoſe who came forward as leaders of Oppoſition, without duly 
weighing the conſequences of what they. did, deſcending 
into minutiæ, and broaching opinions that could anſwer no 
good purpoſe, but might produce infinite miſchief; 3 
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ed, as an inſtance, to the oppoſition that day, and he diſap -- 
proved of perſons coming down with their pocket ſtuffed with 
papers in order to influence the debates of that Houſe. - © 
Type Karl of Lauderdale ſaid, it had been far from his inten- 
tion that day to have deviated in the ſlighteſt manner from the 
great queſtion before the Houſe, but he ſhould be wanting in 
duty to himſelf, to thoſe with whom he acted, and to their 
Lordſhips collectively, were he to paſs entirely unnoticed what 
had been ſaid by the Noble Earl who ſpoke laſt. He agreed 
with the Noble Earl, in his ideas of what was a proper Oppo- 
fition, and ſo he believed would every one of their Fordflips; | 
bur he muſt - contend that there never was'a better founded, 
fairer, or more conſtitutional Oppoſition, than that to which the 
Noble Earl had ſo ſtrangely wiſhed to attribute improper mo- 
tives. How fuch an idea eould have come into his head, on 
this particular occafion, he was utterly at a loſs to account; 
or why, that day, when ſuch a meaſure as the ſuſpenſion of the 
| Habeas Corpus Act was brought forward, and upon ſuch fri- 
volous grounds, thoſe who oppoſed it were to be accuſed of 
ambitious views and love of office, he could not tell; for, 
_ ſurely, if ever there was a time when ambition of that ſort, 
and envy of place, was out of the queſtion, it muſt be, when 
the miniſters had degraded the country, and brought it into its 


preſent diſaſtrous ſituation—a ſituation in which no man of 


the leaſt ſpirit or regard to his character would wiſh to take 
off any part of the heavy reſponſibility of miniſters, and place 


it on his own ſhoulders. He was almoſt aſhamed however 


to have taken up ſo much of their Lordſhips time, in replying 
to ſuch futile and ill- applied obſervations, when a queſtion of 
ſo much real magnitude and importance was before them. 
With regard to the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, he 
would perſiſt in afferting, that no former inſtance could be 
produced, in the hiſtory of this country, ſince the Revolution, 
where it had been ſuſpended without an abſolute and preſſing 
neceſlity, which not only had not been ſhewn, but was not 
even pretended to exift at this time, by thoſe who had 
brought forward the meaſure. The Noble Secretary of State 
had contented himſelf with having recourſe to the old ex- 
ploded doctrines of plots and confpiracies—Confpiracies con- 
jured up laſt year, ſince completely refuted, and once more 
brought forward to alarm the Public. He had expected, that, 
in the courſe of the diſcuſſion, he ſhould have heard that ſome 
_ new. plots and treaſons, or ſome real traitors or conſpirators, 
had been found out; but that was not inſinuated to he the 
caſe. Much, the Earl obſerved, had been ſaid of the effect of 
the verdicts of the juries; he wanted no ſuch proofs to con- 
1 — 3 | | I 


SV 
FH 


3133 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Ile. 

| vince him that traiterous conſpiracies did not exiſt in this 
country; he was fully convinced of it from the firſt, and in 
his mind enough had come out upon the late trials to incline 
thofe who thought otherwiſe laſt year to change their opinions. 
His opinion of the evidence contained in the Report of laſt 
year, which formed the evidence on the trials, was the ſame _ 
as that delivered by a Noble and Learned Lord (Lord Thur- 
low) in his place at that time, and whoſe abſence he regretted 
now, becauſe probably he would have repeated it. It was that 


great man's opinion that, in the proceedings of the ſocieties and 


the ſeveral documents and papers ſtated in the Report, there 
was much of ſedition, but nothing that amounted to treaſon. 
He contended, that, conſidering all the opportunities that mi- 
niſters had of ſuperior information, the great legal aſſiſtance 
they muſt have had, and the impoſlibility that they and the 
very able and powerful bar, who inveſtigated theſe matters 
for them, could wiſh to betray one another and the country 


it was not probable that they would have brought to trial as 


the chief conſpirators perſons who they knew were not ſo; 
and that being the call; it followed that thoſe perſons being 
acquitted, and no other conſpirators known, the conſpiracy, 
if it did exiſt, muſt be what it had been called—a conſpiracy 
without conſpirators. With regard to the Bill then before 
the Houſe, it held out a fallacy to the Public; the preamble 
Rated the poſitive exiſtence of a traiterous conſpiracy, founded 
upon the evidence of thoſe papers and documents, not one 
of which had been proved to amount to ſufficient evidence of 
guilt to eſtabliſh it againſt thoſe who had ſigned and taken 
part in them. On the ſtrength which ſhould be laid upon 
the acquittals he had no heſitation in ſtating, that he would 
certainly prefer the verdict of a jury deciding upon oath, after 
a full inveſtigation of the caſe ber to them, to their 

Lordſhips Report, drawn up from papers laid before them by 


miniſters; and ſo muſt every man, except their Lordſhips, 


who unaccountably aſſumed to themſelves a ſuperior degree 
of political integrity to the other Houſe, when queſtions con- 
nected with politics came before them. The Noble Secretary 
of State muſt agree with him in this, when he had, in ſup- 
port of his argument, the authority of a perſon and meaſure 
-which he muſt certainly reſpect. The perſon whoſe authority 
he reſted on was no other than the Noble Earl's father, and 
the meaſure the Act commonly called“ Mr. Grenville's AC” to 
determine Conteſted Elections, the ground of which was, that 
experience had proved it to be impoſſible to obtain a fair de- 
ciſion on ſuch political queſtions, except by putting the Mem- 
bers of the Committee upon oath. ' He deprecated the 5 
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trine that a fair acquittal did not completely do away every 
degree of ſuſpicion; and quoted the authority of Lord Chief 
Juſtice Eyre in his charge to the grand jury, and read the paſ- 
ſage on which he relied for the validity of his argument. A 
Noble Earl had quoted the Bury caſe to ſhew that an acquittal 
did not amount to a complete purgation of moral guilt :: He 
Would quote another that happened, he believed, in the ſame 
county, to prove what the opinion of the Bench was upon a 
verdict of acquittal. The names were Watſon verſus Henry 
the action was brought ſor perjury, but that part of the oath 
being omitted which was ſuppoſed to conſtitute the perjury, a 
| verdict was found for the defendant ; Watſon, not ſalisfled, | 
_ afterwards publiſhed an advertiſement reflecting on the other, 
and ſtated, that though he had been legally acquitted, there 
was ſtill _ preſumption of his guilt. Upon an action for 
damages brought for this advertiſement, Judge Aſhhurſt con- 
ſidered it as an aggravation, and ſtated it to be highly criminal, 
and proceeding upon a baſe and unjuſtifiable ſyſtem of per- 
ſevering malice. He did not ſay that thoſe who pretended to 
entertain ſuſpicions againſt the acquitted perſons, were ca- 
pable of perſevering in malice; he merely ſtated the Learned 
Judge's opinion on that cafe; he had quoted it, to ſhew what 
Judges themſelves thought of any imputation of the innocence 
of a perſon who had been acquitted by the verdict of a jury. 
Nothing, he contended, had been proved againſt the perſons 
tried, but what could be legally proved againſt perſons in that 
and the other Houſe of Parliament, viz. a defire to bring 
about a reform in Parliament. To effect which legal and con- 
ſtitutional purpoſe, ſeveral Noble Lords, whom he then ſaw, 
had committed themſelves by attending public meetings, ſub- 
ſcribing their proceedings, &c. &c. Having put this point- 
edly, the Earl took occaſion to inform their Lordſhips that he 
had been alluded to in another place, where he could not anſwer 
for himſelf, and therefore, he ſaid, he would take that _ 
tunity of publicly ſetting the matter to rights. It had been ſaid, 
that what he had ſtated in a publication lately *, was not accurate 
on the ſubject of perſons now in Adminiſtration, taking an 
active part in theſe er for reform. Wherever he 
had an opportunity of anſwering, he would ſay what he did 3H 
then, that he was ready to give perfect and legal proof that 5 
what he had ſtated was upon grounds apparently accurate. 
Lord Lauderdale explained that paſſage in his pamphlet in 
which he had noticed the expreſſion, * Periſh Commerce, 
live the Conſtitution,” and accounted for having been led in his 
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firſt edition to impute it to a Right Hon, Gentleman (Mr. 
_ Windham) who, he was ſince informed by a near Relation of 
his own: (Colonel Maitland), had not ufed it. 
Having put this matter on its true footing, the Earl re- 
turned to the ſubject of the day, and declared, that he ſaw no 
other motive for paſling the Bill but a continuation of the 
ſame ſyſtem of alarm, which miniſters had deluded the coun- 
try with laſt year, and found it neceſſary to their own exiſtence 
to keep up after having plunged the country into a moſt ruin- 
ous war. His Lordſhip ſaid he could not do better than call 
the attention of the Houſe to an author whom they had all 
read with pleaſure, and to a part of his works, which applied 
very ſtrongly to the prefent miniſterial ſyſtem—he meant Dean 
Swift, in his Diſcourſe on the Art of Political Lying. In the 
 fixth chapter, he treats of the miraculous, by which he under- 
 Rands any thing that exceeds the common degree of proba- 
bility. Certainly the miniſter's conſpiracy was of this ſort 
when we knew the extent of the funds that were to ſupport it, 
the number of pikes, claſped knives, &c. which were found, 


and learnt from evidence on oath that it was a confpiracy with= } 


out the aid of conſpirators to effect it. His Lordſhip read 
the following extract from Swiſt's Ducourſe on Political Lying: 
© In the 6th chapter, he treats of the miraculous ; by which 4 | 
“ underſtands any thing that exceeds the common degrees of 
& probability. In reſpect of the people, it is divided into two 
“ ſorts; the terrifying lies, and the animating or encouraging, both 
© being extremely ufeful on their proper occaſions. Concerning 
„ the terrifying lies, he gives ſeveral rules; one of which is, that 
* terrible objects ſhould not be too frequently ſhewn to the peo- 
* ple, left they grow familiar.” This, his Lordſhip ſaid, was 
preciſely the miniſter's plan for bringing forward the Bill this 
year; they had heard none of thoſe high-ſwollen orations with 
which the Houſe reſounded laſt year; he then went on“ He 
« ſays it is abſolutely neceſſary, that the people of England ſhould 
„ be frighted with the French King, and the Pretender” (or 
with French principles, which is much the ſame), “once a 
year, but that the bear ſhould be chained up again, till that 
4 time twelvemonth. The want of obſerving this ſo neceſſary 
< a precept, in bringing out the raw-head and bloody-bones upon 
s every trifling occaſion, has produced great indifference in the 
“ yulgar of late years. His Lordſhip proceeded : © Towards 
b the end of this chapter, he warns the heads of parties againſt 
E believing their own lies, which has proved of pernicious con- 
* ſequences of late, both a wiſe nation and a wiſe party having 
te regulated their affairs upon lies of their own invention. The 
es cauſes of this he ſuppoſes to be too great a zeal and _ 
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. neſs in the practice of this art, and a vehement heat in mu- 


S tyal converfation, whereby they perſuade one another that 


« what they with and report to be true, really is. —If this is 
applied to any ſet of men, Lord Lauderdale ſaid, it certainly 
came home to the preſent rulers of the kingdom, for the ſyſtem 
of keeping up alarm and terrifying the country, being the 


only one ſubje& upon which the preſent Cabinet could poſſibly 
agree, it was of courſe the one they generally ſpoke of; and 
however ridiculous that ſubject might be, it was not impoſſible 


that they might have talked themſelves into a belief of it. 


Lord Lauderdale adverted to what had fallen from the Duke 
of Leeds, reſpecting the extent of the coaſt now in poſ- 


ſeſſion of the French. If any dread was lurking on that ſub- 

ject, it would undoubtedly, he ſaid, have a different effect on 
their Lordſhips, but it was neceſſary that theſe feelings ſhould _ 

be ſtrengthened by more official information. Such an idea, 


if really founded, ſhould be plainly eſtabliſhed. It was the 


more neceſſary, as it did not appear, even by a ſhadow of 
proof, that an internal rebellion did exiſt in this country. 
Thoſe who intimated the contrary were guilty in fact of a libel 
on the loyalty of the people. His Lordſhip added a few other 


_ obſervations againſt the Bill, 


Lord Hawkeſbury ſaid, he could not but differ entirely from 


the Noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, both with regard to the general 


ſtate of facts and as to the inferences which ought _ to 
oble 


be drawn from them. The firſt propoſition of the 
Lord was, that there exiſted no ſuch conſpiracy in this anf 
as would juſtify miniſters in calling upon Parliament to ſuſ- 


pend the operation of the Habeas Corpus Act; and in order 


to maintain this aſſertion, the Noble Earl had contended that 
the acquittal of the perſons accuſed of high treaſon, was a 
proof that no conſpiracy whatever exiſted. 8 


In the firſt place, his Lordſhip ſaid, the verdict of the jury by 


no means went the length of en. the exiſtence of the 
conſpiracy: And even if the jury had gone the length of de- 


claring it to be their opinion, that there was no foundation for 


the charge of the conſpiracy, ſtill he conceived that ſuch a de- 


claration would not be binding upon that point. For the ſake 


of argument he would conſider the ſubject in the latter point 
of view, and ſuppoſe that the jury had given it as their opinion 
that there did not exiſt a general conſpiracy. Did the matter 
reſt on that alone? The ſubject was inveſtigated with every poſ- 
ſible degree of minuteneſs before the Privy Council—a Coun- 
eil, he would venture to ſay, as reſpectable as ever fat; it had 


the aſſiſtance of the law officers of the Crown; it had alſo 


had preſided in the Courts of 


the aſſiſtance of perſons who 
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law. 1 Upon the f ulleſt examination which the Council ſo com- 
poſed could give the ſubject, it appeared to them that there did 


exiſt a conſpiracy of a dangerous nature in this country. 
Ihe buſineſs was after that inveſtigated by Committees of 
bath Houſes of Parliament; and they having peruſed all the 


written documents upon this ſubject, concurred in the ſame 
opinion. The queſtion was then referred to the conſideration 

of a grand jury; and his Lordſhip begged the Houſe to re- 
collect that the evidence of the exiſtence, of the conſpiracy, 


viz. the written documents, which was ſubmitted to the grand 


jury, was very nearly the ſame with that afterwards laid before 
the petit jury.— The bills were found by the grand jury, 
which was a deciſive proof that they believed in the exiſtence 


of the conſpiracy, for they could not otherwiſe have found the 
bill PAY a LOX. UNCY ee ave found the 


* 


Here then was a concurrence of opinion of the Privy Coun- 
cil, the Houſes of Lords and Commons, and à grand jury, all 
agreeing as to the fact of the exiſtence of the conſpiracy, 
itch he conceived, to be a very ſtrong authority upon the 
ſubject : But how did it appear that the petit jury differed from 
them in their opinion of the conſpiracy? how did it appear 


that their verdict was founded upon their diſbelieving its ex- 


iſtence? No one fact appeared to juſtify ſuch an idea; on the 
contrary, the more rational and probable opinion was, that the 


Juries were ſatisfied of the exiſtence of the conſpiracy, though 
the guilt of the parties accuſed had not been made out clearly 
then ꝶöUnn br... 
Another propoſition ſtated, and from which he muſt alſo diſ- 
ſent, his Lordſhip ſaid, was, that the acquittal of the jury purged 


the character of the perſon tried of the imputation of moral 


guilt. He felt as much veneration as any man for the inſti- 
tution of the trial by jury; but he conceived it no diſreſpect 
either to the inſtitution itſelf, or to any particular jury, to ſay, 
that a verdict of Not Guilty was not neceſſarily a proof of the 
entire innocence of the perſon acquitted. The experience 
of every day proved the contrary; no Noble Lord would un- 
dertake to ſay, that every perſon acquitted during the year at the 
Old Bailey was thereby wholly purged from all imputation of 
moral guilt, or that the jury who acquitted him founded their 

. verdict upon their being fatisfied of the perfect innocence of 
the party accuſed: On the contrary, it was notorious that many 


who were tried and acquitted, were conceived to be guilty by 
the jury and the court, though, in point of ſtrict legal form, 


they could not be convicted. 


But it had been ſaid, Can there be a conſpiracy without a 


i conſpirator ?—No! undoubtedly not: But there might exiſt 


2 con- 


of 
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a conſpiracy, though legal proof of guilt againſt an individual 


could not be brought. His Lordſhip adverted to the avowed _ 


objects of the different ſocieties, and contended they were 
of a nature that every man muſt agree ought to excite and call 


forth all the vigilance of the Executive Government. The 
pretext that their plans were confined to the object of a re- 
form in Parliament, was one of the moſt abſurd. aſſertions he 
had ever heard What had their addreſſes to the Jacobin Club 


or to the Convention of France to do with reform in Parlia- 
ment? Nay, as if they had been determined to expreſs in the 
moſt clear manner their ideas of government, they never once 


addreſſed the National Convention while there was a King 
upon the throne, though a nominal one; then they addreſſed 


the Jacobin Club; but the moment the King was depoſed, the 


ſocieties in England thought the Convention a fit body for 
them to correſpond with. Theſe were facts which in his 


mind admitted but of one interpretation. 


Upon the whole, he thought miniſters had done their duty 
in taking the ſteps they had purſued, and he ſhould give them 
his entire ſupport to this meaſure. 1 40g HE 288 
The Duke of Portland faid, that having been alluded to by a 
Noble Earl (Lord Lauderdale), as a ſupporter. of Parliamentary 
reform, he thought it neceſſary to ſtate, he had always reſiſted 
and reprobated that doctrine, whenever it had been brought 
forward, and for the truth of this, he appealed to all who 
knew him. He felt it the more incumbent upon him to ſtate 
his ſentiments on this ſubject, becauſe he underſtood that 


in a work publiſhed by the ſame Noble Lord, he had been men- 


| tioned among the number of thoſe, who in the year 1780 ſup- 
ported the cauſe of reform—the book itſelf he never had 


read, and, he believed, he never ſhould read it. He admitted 


at the ſame time that he had been a ſupporter of an cecono- 


mical reform, a reform of the abuſes of Government. His 


Grace inſtanced one of the Acts of Parliament that had paſſed 
for excluding contractors and exciſemen from fitting in the 
Houſe of Commons, as a proof of the ſort of reform to which 

he pointed, and that, he ſaid, afforded a clear proof of 


the diſtin manner in whieh he had directed his public con- 


duct, and could not be confounded, by any rational man, with | 
the modern idea of a ſweeping Parliamentary reform. | 


Earl Spencer ſaid, it was not his intention to have taken any 


part in the debate, but that the pointed manner, in which a 


Noble Earl (Lord Lauderdale) had alluded to certain Noble 
Lords then preſent, who had ſtood forward at public meetings 
in the year 1780, at which Parliamentary reform had been 


one of the objects in agitation, made it neceſſary for him, 
> * ; » 5 0 ; „ . ; ; 25 
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as it had done for the Noble Duke, to ſtand forward, and refute 
the infinuation, that he had ever been an avowed advocate for 
Parliamentary reform. In the firſt place, he thought it a piece 
of juſtice due from him to the Noble Duke, to declare that 
to his knowledge the Noble Duke never had been friendly to 
the idea of a Parliamentary reform. With regard to himſelf, 
he had no difficulty in Wulle, that when a young man, and 
not much verſed in political life, he had been induced to be 

preſent at ſome popular pays oh but he found among the 
members of ſuch meetings fuch a variety of different and 
indeed abſurd plans of reform contended for by different perſons, 
ſome extravagant in the higheſt degree, and others going to 
much greater lengths than he thought it either wiſe or prudent 


to go, that he had ſoon withdrawn himſelf from al ſach 


meetings. But admitting for the ſake of argument, what was 
by no means the fact, that all the Noble Lords and Gentlemen, 
who aſſembled on various occaſions in 1780 to agitate, among 
other queſtions, that of Parliamentary reform, he muſt con- 
tend, that the queſtion of a reform of Parliament in 1780, 
and the queſtion of a reform in 1792, 1793, 1794, and 1795, 
were diſtinct queſtions, queſtions different in object, and ex- 
_ ceedingly different indeed in the propoſed means of attaining 

their object. The object of the Parliamentary reformiſts in 

the year 1780 was the reform of certain abuſes then exiſting 
in the Houſe of Commons, and which were pointed out at 
the time, Some of them had ſince been brought about. But 

could their objects be compared with the objects of thoſe 


. who affected to ſtand for Parliamentary reform in theſe times? 


Did they wiſh to overturn the conſtitution, new-model the 
government, and make laws for themſelves ſeparate and diſ- 
tinct from the laws enacted by the three branches of the Le- 
eee No man would dare impute to them any ſuch 
angerous and unconſtitutional deſigns. It was therefore, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, extremely unfair, and in the higheſt degree un- 
juſt, to impute to thoſe who attended the popular meetings in 
1780, and might wiſh for the reform of a few exiſting abuſes 
at that time, the wild, extravagant, and viſionary theories 
avowed by modern reformers. With regard to what a Noble 
Earl (Lord Guildford) had ſaid with fo much warmth of the 
honourable motives of the Noble Lords who at preſent oppoſed 
the meaſures of his Majeſty's miniſters, he was far from im- 
puting to thoſe Noble Lords any improper motives whatever; 
| bs believed their minds to be pure and honourable, but he 
' hoped they would give him and thoſe Noble Lords, who had 
recently thought proper to take a ſhare in the reſponſibility of 
miniſters, equal credit for their motives. * well 
| I „ | Knew: 
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| knew, that it would be more for his 12 eaſe, if he had 


remained out of office, and it would alſo have been more agree- 
able to many perſons for whom he entertained a very ſincere 
regard and eſteem; but conceiving the ſeaſon to be arrived 


when every impulſe of private feeling ought to be ſacrificed 


toa ſenſe of public duty, he had ſtepped forward to give every 
poſſible ſupport to the ſalvation of the country and the pre- 
ſervation of its conſtitution. -* 9 e e e e 


45. Barlof Lauderdale ſaid, that not having been in public life 
at the period alluded to by the Noble Duke, he had recourſe to 


the beſt and moſt authentic records, from which the Noble 
Duke muſt be conſidered as a ſupporter of Parliamentary re- 


form, if he was to be judged upon the ſame rules of evidence 


as Horne Tooke, or any other man, in conſequence of having 
not only attended, but taken part in the proceedings of ſocieties 


_ diſtin&aly avowing that object. As to the Noble Duke not 


having read his book, having once eſteemed him as a political 


character, and till continuing to eſteem him as a private man, 


he was glad that the Noble Duke had not read the criticiſms 
_ which a ſenſe of public duty had compelled him to make upon 


his recent conduct. In corroboration of what he had ſtated ' 
in his former ſpeech, and in his printed letters, his Lordſhip faid, 
when he took upon himſelf either to aſſert a fact in print, or to 


allude to it in that Houſe, he always did ſo from the beſt poſſi- 


ble authority that he could meet with. As a proof that he had 


not done To idly, and altogether without reaſon in his alluſion 
to Noble Lords who had in 1780 appeared to be advocates for 


Parliamentary reform, he begged leave to read from a publi- 
cation of that day, the account of the proceedings of ſeveral 


meetings held to agitate that among other queſtions, and like- 
wiſe the names of the perſons preſent at thoſe meetings. His 
Lordſhip read various of theſe papers from the Remembrancer, 


or ſome other publication of the kind, in which they had ap- 


_ peared at the time, and had never been contradicted. Among 
the names preſent at ſuch meetings were thoſe of the Duke 
of Portland, Earl Spencer, and other Noblemen then in 
oppoſition to the Adminiſtration of the day (Lord North's). 
With reſpect to the Noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, Lord Lauder- 
dale faid, he did not impute any ſiniſter intentions to any 


Noble Lord, much leſs to the Noble Earl who had lately ſpoken. 
If he had a particular conſolation in the loſs of his ſupport, it 


was in the idea that he was well qualified to inform his new 


friends how little he (Lord Lauderdale) was aQtuated by pro- 
ſpects of place or power, and how much more eager he was 


in the ſupport of his principles and his party, in proportion as 
"theſe were mere remote. 8 
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The Earl of Guildford ſaid, that be had not.imputed perverſe 


motives to any Noble Lord: He had only repelled, with a 


degree of warmth which he muſt ever feel, the reprehenſions 
that appeared to him to have been meant as an attack on all 


thoſe Noble Lords, who, like himſelf, continued to oppoſe 
the preſent diſaſterous war, and the meaſures of miniſters, 


which had brought the country into ſo dangerous and unfor- 
tunate a ſituation. It had been far from his idea to impute 


improper motives to the Noble Earl who had juſt ſat down. 


Lord Viſcount Sydney ſaid, he could bear his teſtimony to the 
aſſertions of the Noble Duke, that he had never been an ad- 


vocate for Parliamentary reform. He himſelf, as he once 
before informed their Lordſhips, had attended one or two of 


the public meetings that took place in the year 1780, when 
the reform of abuſes in Parliament was the ſubject of con- 
ſideration; and among others, the reform of Parliament itſelf, 


by an alteration of the number and election of repreſentatives. 
All through his political life he had been an enemy to any 


change of that kind, and he had on a former night ſtated, 
that he found a violent contradiction of opinion prevailed on 
that head, among thofe preſent at the popular meetings to 
which he alluded; ſome of their projects were ſo extravagant, 
ſome ſo abſurd, and almoſt all of them in the higheſt degree 


impracticable; that he had retired in diſguſt: But no one of 


all of them went the length that the reformiſts of the preſent 
day had ventured to do; and he ſincerely believed, that no 


advocate for the reform of Parliament agitated in the year 


1780, would have conſented to a doctrine of reform that had 
for its immediate object, a ſubverſion of the conſtitution and 


government of the country. | 


With regard to the verdicts of the juries who were lately 


ſworn to try the indictments for high treaſon at the Old 
Bailey, he was aſtoniſhed that any one reaſonable man could 
for a moment maintain, that a verdict of ** Not Guilty” 
purged the priſoner from all ſuſpicion either of moral guilt, 
or even, in many caſes, of the ſpecific crime for which he 


had been tried. It certainly ſaved him from puniſhment for 
that offence, and made him as free a man reſpecting it, as if 
he had never been indicted ; but he believed there was not a 
ſingle ſeſſion paſſed, that ſeveral priſoners were not acquitted, 
either from flaws in the indictment, from want of ſufficient 


proof, from the doubtful or improper evidence ſet. up againſt 
them, or for ſome one or other of thofe obvious reaſons that 
ſo frequently occur in the courſe of the trials at the Old 


Bailey, to protract the fate of atrocious criminals, and ſuffer 


them to exiſt for a ſeſſion or two longer. An inſtance il- 
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luſtrative of this had occurred within his own knowledge, in 


the county in Which he reſided. A highwayman was appre- 
| % JS. $57 1x03? ö 
hended on à charge 
„ £3 eee 
Watch on the road, a 


are 4 erſun of his money and his 
1 % 


dthe. watch was 


ingenious counſel, Who Was employed to defend the priſoner, 


1 Dei. „ 1997 ta R 2 
perceiving. there wWas o other witneſs againſt kim as to the 
fact but one, who happened to be what is termed a runner at 


one of the offices of the public magiſtrates, aſked'the witneſs, 
what he Ms to receive for his teſtimony? The witneſs was 
bat faid, with heſitation, that“ he did not know 


that he, to receive any thing.” The counſel then aſked, | 
wWhethe ere was not a reward by Act of Parliament for ap- 


9 54 g a ene 85 Oh © E witneſs ſaid, & Yes, he 
Then pray, Sir,” ſaid the counſel, “ what is 
WH of the reward?“ “ Forty pounds,” immediately 
repliecd t! | 
with great art, to the jury, and "appealing: to their paſſions, 


aſked if they could conſcientiouſly agree to take away the 5 


life of a fellow - creature on the teſtimony of ſuch a witneſs ? 


a runner to a . public, office, who, when firſt aſked What he 
was to have for his evidence, ſaid, © he could not tell, he 


did not know that he was to have any thing:“ Then, when 


aſked if he did not know that there was a Parliamentary re- 
ward for apprehending a highwayman, confeſſed that he did; 
and upon a third queſtion, was able to ſtate the preciſe ſum. 
The appeal had its effect the priſoner was acquitted z 2 5 


neither the court, the jury, nor any man preſent, had a dou 
but that the priſoner committed the robbery, and that the 


witneſs had been correct in every fact that he had ſtated. 


And yet, the caſe fully conſidered, every man muſt agree that 


the jury were not to blame, as the convicting a priſoner on 
ſuch evidence of a capital offence, would have eftablifhed a ; 


moſt dangerous precedent, 
immediately it applied to the matter in queſtion, his Lord- 
| ſhip ſaid, it was high time to bring back the Houſe to the 
queſtion they had ſo long loft fight of, namely, the neceſſity 


of ſtrong meaſures to repreſs the new doctrines that have 
been lately preached, and avert the dangers with which they 


threaten the conſtitution,” 185 | * 
Jo have a proper ſenſe of the dangers of thoſe doctrines, 


his Lordſhip faid, & let us look abroad, my Lords, to thoſe 
countries where they Have been introduced—let us look to the 
preſent ſituation of Geneva, which I ſaw in my youth, and 
then conſidered as one of the moſt happy, the moſt free, and 


the 


ch on the road, ald the watch was produced by a witneſs 
on the trlal at Maidſtone; and ſworn'ts by the proſecutor. An 


the witneſs. The counſel then addrefled himſelf, 


After animadverting on this anecdote, and ſhewing how 


the moſt bleſſed countries in Europe.” His Lordſhip enlarged 


with great feeling, and at ſome length, upon the late revolu- 
tion in Geneva, for the particulars of which he referred the 
Houſe to a moſt. intereſting pamphlet juſt publiſhed “, which 
he recommended to the ſerious reading, not only of all their 


: 


Lordfhips, but of every man who wiſhed to know from hiſtory 


itſelf, the nature of the new doCtrines, their conſequences, 
and the means by which they are brought into action. His 


| Lordſhip read the following paſſage from the preface: 


In ſo ſhort a ſpace of time as eighteen months, dich the revo- 

Jationary peſtitence reduce the once happy and flouriſhing Geneva, 

to a ftate of anarchy, miſery, and depopulation, of which modern 

hiſtory affords no other example. And let not the people of this 

country forget, that the firſt ſymptom of the contagion was the 
2 ſh- 
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adoption and uſe of the term Citizen; from the familiar el . 
ment of that term, it proceeded, to the right of univerſal ſuffrage, 


which was ſoon followed by the meeting of a National Convention, 


as the Convention was ſucceeded by the erection of a Revolutionary 


" Tribunal, which, after ſuſpending the actual government of the 
country, and plundering, banzſhing, or putting to death, every 


man'of property or principle within its reach, has at length efta- 


liſhed a ſyſtem. of deſpotiſm, whoſe wanton tyranny and. unpro- 


voked cruelties, as completely refute the aſſertion, that the bar- 


barities perpetrated in France are to be imputed ſolely to the com- 
bination formed againſt her, as the ſhare taken by that power in 


the petty revolution of Geneva, expoſes the impudent hypocriſy of 


the pretence, that ſhe never interfered in the domeſtic concerns of 


other nations.“ 85 | | 
It. was to ſave this country from ſimilar ſcenes of horror, 
that made him an advocate to ſtrengthen the hands of mi- 


niſters with ſtrong powers, and as he had no doubt that the 
paſſing of this Bill would be an effectual means of cruſhipg 


that conſpiracy, which evidently did exiſt, Lord Sydney ſaid, 
he ſhould give the Bill his ſupporrt. * 


» Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnoul) ſpoke. ſtrongly in | ſupport of | 


the Bill then under conſideration. He ſpoke of the merito- 
rious conduct of the Committee appointed by their Lord- 
. ſhips laſt ſeſhon, who had ſpared no pains to inveſtigate the 
matter referred to them fully and fairly, and whoſe Report 
had at the time convinced their Lordſhips of the exiſtence 
of the alleged conſpiracy; and nothing, he conceived, that 


1 D'Ivernois's Account of the Revolution at Geneva. 


could 
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could be inferred from what had paſſed upon the late triala, 
had at all proved the non-exiſtence of the conſpiracy. The 


Earl faid, that from the commencement of the war, he had 
thought it his duty to ſupport his Majeſty's miniſters; that 
the moore dangerous appearances were from the unfortunate 
| reverſes and diſaſters of the laſt campaign, and the more ar- 
duous the ſtate of affairs, the more neceſſary it appeared to 


him, that every one of their Lordſhips ſhould aſſiſt in ſtrength 
ening the arm of the Executive Government, to enable miniſters 
to meet the difficulty of the criſis with neceſſary energy and 
vigour. On that ground, and thinking as he did, that it was 


neceſſary at ſuch a moment to guard as much as poſſible 


againſt the machinations of domeſtic incendiaries and pro- 
moters of anarchy and ſedition, he ſnould give his vote in 
| 8 of the Bill. 5 i ee 55 


he Duke of Bedfird laid, he could not give # flent vote 


on ſuch an occaſion as the preſent. In his opinion, miniſters, 
inſtead of preſuming confidently to demand the renewal 

the ſuſpenſion of the Habear Corpus Act, ought to dome for- 

ward with penitence and contrition, not only for the deluſion 


they had practiſed on the people by prevailing upon Parlia- 
ment to paſs the Bill of laſt year upon grounds which had 
ſince been proved to be wholly imaginary and falſe; but for 


their numberleſs blunders and impolitie meaſures, which had 
brought the country into the preſent unfortunate and calami- 
tous ſituation. His Grace reprobated in ſtrong and marking 


language, the inſinuating that a verdict of a Britiſh jury was 


not decifive of a priſoner's innocence or guilt. It was 2 


doctrine that ſtruck immediately at that important privilege 


of Britiſh ſubjects, trial by jury. It was a blow aimed at 


national liberty, and could only be attempted to anſwer ſome 


improper end or other. He had laſt year been of opinion, 
that all the ſtories of exiſting confpiracies were mere idle 


alles, fabricated with intent to alarm the minds of the people, 


and enable miniſters the better to perpetrate their arbitrary 
| defgrapand carry their il-judged and miſchievous meaſures 
into execution. If he thought” ſo then, how much more did 


he now think; that all ſuch ideas of plots and 'confpiracies = 
| oundleſs, aſter what had paſſed on the late 
chought-thar miniſters had much to anſwer for, 


were wholly 
trials! He ers 
on the ſcore of having poiſoned the Royal ear, and infuſed 
doubts into his Majeſty's mind, of the loyalty and affeQion 


_ loyalty and affection to his r r and government 
had never been manifeſted. He could 
| his heart, and — that he was convineed 
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his countrymen neither had meditated, nor been guilty of 
any machinations whatever, like thoſe imputed to them. His 
_ Grace ſcouted the imputation of being actuated by factious mo- 


tives, or motives of perſonal ambition or intereſt, which a Noble 


Earl had endeavoured to fix on the Noble Lords who joined 
with him in oppoſing the impolitic meaſures of his . 
miniſters. If there was no other conſideration to deſtroy the 
influence of ſuch baſe and ſcandalous motives, conſiderations 
of prudence and perſonal ſafety would ſufficiently repreſs 
their operation; for who but a madman would raſhly deſire 
to ſhare, at ſuch a criſis, in the heavy and dangerous reſpon- 
ſibility which miniſters had incurred by meaſures which had 
brought the country to the verge of ruin? His Grace con- 
eluded an able and eloquent ſpeech againſt the Bill, with re- 
minding the Houſe, that they were placed as a barrier between 
democracy and deſpotiſm; that they were not only the guard- 
1ans of the rights of the Throne, but of the privileges of the 
People; and that they ought equally to beware how they per- 
mitted themſelves either to trample upon the one, or to trifle 
Win le chern. ee ee 
DTbe Marguis of Lanſdozun profeſſed his intention not to 
have ſaid one word on the ſubject before their Lordſhips, but to 
have given a filent vote, and reſerved any little force of argu- 
ment he might poſſeſs, for the great and infinitely more im- 
portant queſtion, whether we were to be obliged by miniſters 
to continue the war to the utter ruin of the country, or to 
avert the danger on the precipice of which we ſtood, by timelß 
and immediate meaſures for 'accelerating the approach of 
peace? The turn the debate had taken, however, rendered it 
abſolutely impoſſible for him not to trouble their Lordſhips 
with a few obſervations; but he would compreſs what he had 
to ſay as much as poſſible. Sorry indeed was he to fee, that 
in a moment ſo perilous as the preſent, inſtead of meafures 
being brought forward, calculated to conciliate the minds of 
the people, to win their confidence, and unite them in the 
ſupport of Government, meaſures of an oppoſite nature, mea- 
fures tending to irritate the public mind, and provoke their 
reſiſtance by forcing them to feel unneceſſary oppreſſion, were 
to be perfiſted in. The Noble Duke had naturally exprefſed 
his ſurpriſe, that miniſters did not come forward with peni- 
tence and contrition for their paſt errors. He was not quite 
ſo young a man as the Noble Duke, and therefore he did not 
expect from miniſters what was rarely to be met with from 
any part of mankind—a frank confeſſion of their indiſcretions, 
their blunders, and their folly: He could beſides inform the 
Noble Duke, that penitence and power were ſeldom compa- 
Ds. Hes | OP | nmnions, 
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nions, they were not accuſtomed to travel in the ſame car- 


riage. Let miniſters do what wiſdom and policy dictated 
before it was too late, and he would ſpare them the mortifi- 


reſted; every attempt therefore to ſu 


cation of confeſſion; he deſired not to witneſs their contri- 
tion, but was content to leave them -to the feelings of their 
JJ EET Or OTIS ge TRL 
With regard to the immediate ſubject before the Houſe, 
the Habeas Corpus was one of the beſt props of the liberties 
of England, one of the moſt ſolid ry hn on which they 

| pend ſo important an 
Act, for ever ſo ſhort a time, muſt neceſſarily excite the jea- 
louſy of Every Engliſhman, from a conſciouſneſs, that the 
Habeas Corpus was the land-mark of freedom, the grand diſ- 
tinguiſhing feature between arbitrary arreſt and legal con- 
finement. It had been ſaid, that an acquittal only prevented 
a man from being tried again. This doctrine was ſubverſive 


1 of every idea he had formed of the law of England The 


civil law, the Roman lawz and the old French law, all had 
diſtinctions in their mode of acquitting; but the Engliſh law, 
diſdaining ſuch idle diſtin&ions, ſaid, that a man ſhould be 
pronounced either guilty or innocent. In the Roman uſages 
of law with regard to priſoners, the different modes 'were, 


condemnation, abſolution, or non liguet. In France, and other 


deſpotic places on the Continent, it was condemnation, wait=- 
ing for farther information of evidence—and hence perpetual 


impriſonment, or perchance acquittal. | But here our glory 


was, that a man might demand his own trial, the cauſe and 
proceſs of his accuſation; and hence he was acquitted or con- 
demned at once. He had read very early in life the excellent 


book of Chancellor Forteſcue, dedicated to the Prince of 


Wales, in which it is ſtated, that liberty is a property of 
which we ought to be extremely jealous; in lofing a particle, 
by little and little the whole may be at laſt deſtroyed. _ 
When the Bill of ſuſpenſion paſſed laſt year, fl thought it 
had been propoſed to Parliament by miniſters, as a vindication 
of their own conduct in creating alarms and apprehenfions, 
which they muſt know to be wholly groundleſs as to any real 
_ cauſe, nd that when it had ſufficiently anſwered their pur- 
poſe, it would be ſuffered to die a natural death. He lamented, 
from what had paſſed that day, that he was forced to under- 
| ſtand miniſters had more ſcenes of the ſame nature to preſent 
to the Public, more deluſions to play off, notwithſtanding 
that the fallacy of their former attempt had been fo com- 
pletely detected, and the whole of the fiction ſo fully expoſed. 
Much had been ſaid in the courſe of the debate, of the ſo- 
lemnity of the inveſtigation that had been inſtituted in con- 
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ſequence of the me ſſage which miniſters had put into his Ma- BD 
jeſty's mouth, on the ſubject of plots and conſpiracies ; and 


great ſtreſs had been laid on the. zeal, the diligence, and the 


attention of the Committees of both . Houſes: of Parliament, 


to whom the papers brought down by miniſters had been re- 


ferred, and upon the Reports that had been preſented to each 


_ Houſe in conſequence. No man, his Lordſhip ſaid, could be 
farther than he was from meaning to ſhew the ſmalleſt diſre - 
S 4 to the Committee 1 by that Houſe to inveſtigate 


e ſubject in queſtion. le gave them credit for having ated 
with the utmoſt eircumſpection and the utmoſt aſſiduity, in 


ſhort, for having done their duty completely; but if he were 
| obliged to decide between the weight of a verdict of a jury, 
and the weight of the Report of any Parliamentary Commit- 


tee, he would not heſitate a ſingle moment to pronounce, 


that the verdict of a jury of plain, honeſt, and impartial-men, 


aQing upon their oaths, ought to outweigh fifty Reports of 
Committees of either Houſe, fifty reſolutions, or fifty Par- 


| liamentary proceedings of any nature. whatſoever. Their 


Lordſhips, the Marquis ſaid, could not but recollect the ſtrong, 
but certainly not the moſt courteous opinion of a Noble Peer, 


now no more, delivered in an inferior court of judicature to 


that of their Lordſhips. The Noble Lord had ſaid, that he 


would pay no more regard to the reſolution of a Houſe of 


Parliament in a court of juſtice, than to a reſolution of a 


club or company of drunken porters.” The expreſſion was 
undoubtedly coarſe and indelicate, but would any one of their 


Lordſhips take upon him to ſay, that it was not well founded? 


If then the reſolutions of Parliament were liable to be treated 


with ſo little reſpect in other places, why was an attempt 


ence, of every man in the kingdom depended ? 5 
For his part he never had believed, much leſs did he now 


made to ſet them up in oppoſition to the verdict of a jury, on 


which the property, the perſonal ſafety, and even the exiſt- 


believe, that any ſuch conſpiracy againſt the King and his go- 


vernment exiſted, He did not pretend to know as much as 
- miniſters upon that point; it was not poſſible for him to know 
as much, becauſe he had not the ſame means of information; 


but he took it for granted, that if miniſters could not, with all 


w 


their power and vigilance, with all their. wiſhes to convict, 
and all the aſſiſtance they had from profeſſional-men of the 


higheſt authority, obtain a verdict in a fingle inſtance, the 


only reaſon could be, that after the moſt patient, ſolemn, and 


impartial inveſtigation, that perhaps ever occupied the time 


and attention of a court and jury, there were no ſufficient 


— 


grounds for ſuppoſing that a conſpiracy had ever been formed, 


Or 
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or that thoſe Gentlemen who had been apprehended and put 
upon their trial, after many months tedious confinement, 
had any ſhare in it. If then there had exiſted no ſuch con- 
| ſpiracy, in God's name to what purpoſe were miniſters about 
to ſow the ſeeds of new alarms and new apprehenſions, when 
the moment of immediate defence of the country was arrived, 
and called for all the union and all the energy of the le? 
He heartily wiſhed the people would rouſe to a true Eat © of 
the public danger. Much of the miſchief that had happened 
abroad, had its origin in the dumb and ſullen ſpirit of diſcon- 
tent of the people. Such a ſilent deſpondency, when op- 
portunity offered for action, was more to be dreaded than the | 
loud active voice of complaint. In the latter cafe, timely 
cure might be adminiſtered, hope might be kept alive, and 
confidence recovered. In the former, remedy would come 
coo late, deſperation would bear down all beſore it, as it had 
done in France, and relief would be aimed at amidſt the chaos 
of confuſion, anarchy, and miſrule of the moment; marked 
with all the horrid features, that were, at every period of 
_ biſtory, to be traced in a violent convulſion, occaſioned by an 
intemperate and enthuſiaſtic ſtruggle for freedom on the one 
hand, and an anxious ambition to ſeize the moment that 
ſuch a convulſion afforded of graſping power, and maintaining 
it in poſſeſſion at all hazards on the (tier. > 
With reſpect to certain alluſions that had been made as to the 
motives of Noble Lords, who had uniformly acted in oppoſi- 
tion to the war, and all the pernicious meatures that miniſters 
had brought forward to encourage and excite the Houle to 
perſiſt in it; he knew not who the individuals were to whom 
the infinuation was meant to apply, but let it come from 
whence it might, it would meet only his contempt, He flat- 
_ tered himſeſt he might ſafely appeal to both fides of the 
_ Houſe, whether every part ot the infinuation that had been 
16 looſely thrown out, if intended to apply to him, had not 
been conirad ted by the unitorm-tenor of his life ? . 


, 


Dye Lord Chancellor left the woolfack in order to bring back 
their Lordikaps minds to a true underſtanding of the nature 
and extent of the Bill, which in the courſe of the debate had 
been miſconceived. and under the miſconception. had been 
_ argued and diſcuſſ*d moſt erroneouſſy. The Bill was impro- 
riy termed a ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, whereas, 

in fact and in truth, it was no ſuch thing; it gave miniſters 
no ſuch. alarming powers as it had been contended it gave 

them, nor did it abridge or circumſcribe the liberty of the 
ſubject in the ſmalleſt degree, excepting only in the ſingle in- 
ſtance where treaſon, or treaſonable practices, were ſuſpected. 


F 
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And would any man in his ſenſes contend, that in a moment 


like the preſent, when danger of the moſt uncommon degree 


preſſed upon us, when, by the unfortunate chance of war, 
and the unforeſeen rigour of the ſeaſon, we had the enemy 
at our door; it was not wiſe and prudent, nay abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for miniſters, whoſe immediate duty it was to watch 

over the public intereſts, to take every poſlible precaution 
againſt the probable danger of private and internal enemies, 
when we had to face a foe at hand? Their Lordſhips would 


all recolleR, that a Noble and Learned Lord, whoſe abſence 
be fincerely regretted, and ſtill more the cauſe of it, had, laſt 


year, pointed out to them the vulgar error of calling the pre- 
ent Bill, and all preceding Bills of a ſimilar nature, a ſuſpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus Act. Undoubtedly it had not hi- 
therto had, nor would it have in future, any ſuch effect. 
Some Noble Lords in the courſe of the debate had ac- 
_ eufed miniſters of a defire to keep in their hands the ex- 
traordinary power, which it had been ſaid this Bill gave them. 


The Bill gave minifters no ſuch extraordinary power as had 


been imputed to it, but it impoſed upon them a moſt painful 
duty, and attached a degree of reſponſibility, which every 
prudent man muſt be extremely anxious to avoid, if he was 
capable of diſtinguiſhing between what was an object to be 
defired, and an object to be ſhunned. The ſole operation of 
the Bill was, to enable miniſters to detain perſons. in cuſtody 
who had been apprehended on ſuſpicion of treaſonable prac- 
tices, till a reaſonable time ſhould be allowed to prepare the 
evidence; which, in ſuch caſes, muſt be of a complicated 
nature and difficult to arrange: And if the Bill did not paſs, 
perſons ſo eircùmſtanced as he had defcribed, might force on 
their trials before it was poſſible for Government to be ready 
to come forward with all their proofs in ſupport of the charge. 
In every other reſpect, miniſters were to the full, and indeed 
ſtill more reſponſible than before. They had no more au- 
thority in cenfequence of its paſſing than any other magiſtrate, 
they were anſwerable to Parliament for the proper uſe of this 
power, and they were reſponſible to the individuals by the 
law of the country. | „ e 
Much had been ſaid as to the effect of a verdict of Net 
_ Guilty—The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he would not trouble their 
_ 4 ordihips by attempting to prove that which muſt be clear to 
every man of common ſenſe, viz. that an acquittal was not 
always a clear proof of the innocence of the party. He 
woald only remark, that if that were once laid down as a 
principle, the conſequences would be bad indeed; if every 
verdict of Net Guilty was a direct proof of the moral inno- 
„ W . ES ___ CENCE. 
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_ cence of the party accuſed, then the reverſe of the p ion 
muſt be true, and every verdict of Guilty niuſt Ago tir in 
every caſe, without exception, as irrefragable proof of the 
zuilt of the priſone.,FF ĩðò 
_ - No man who had filled the character of a judge, had not occa- 

ſionally recommended perſons to mercy who had been convict- 
ce dd upon the ground of their total innocence; therefore if the 
propoſition were once laid down broadly, and taken as equally 
binding each 80 it would be productive of conſequences 
very injurious to humanity. He muſt therefore repeat, that 
he wiſhed their Lordſhips to refſect on the poſſible conſe- 
quence of the doctrine, that the verdict of a jury could not 
be reviewed or deliberated upon; what would then become 
of men who might be found guilty by miſtake, or by falſe 
evidence, or any other circumſtance which. might attend a 
trial? The perſon convicted of a capital offence could not be 
pardoned by the Crown; for if the verdict was to be conſi- 
dered at all events perfect, it muſt be abſolute on the un- 
favourable, as well as on the favourable ſide. No perſon 
who had ever attended the circuit, or who had looked to the 
Recorder's report, would agree to that, becauſe it tended to 
deprive many unfortunate perſons of the mercy, of the Crown. 

The only legal effect of any verdict was, that a perſon ac- 
quitted ſhould not be tried again upon the ſame charge, but 
ſhould be reſtored to his former rights. ED ENT, 

With regard to the conſpiracies ſtated in the Report of their. 
Lordſhips Committee laſt year to exiſt, he had the honour of 

having been a member of that Committee, and he had alſo 
been preſent on other occaſions, where the ſubject had been 
inveſtigated with the moſt ſtudious attention and care; he 
| | neither then, nor at the preſent moment, entertained the 
ſmalleſt doubt of the real exiſtence of a moſt dangerous con- 
ſpiracy, which the Noble Marquis had choſen to treat as a 
fiction, a matter merely that was imaginary, called forth to 
anſwer the temporary purpoſes of 5 5 The Noble 
Duke bad likewiſe thought proper to concur in the ſame opi- 
nion. The Noble Duke, on whom fortune had laviſhed her 
cChoiceſt gifts, «and to whom nature had been ſo far more 
partial, that if he were ſtripped of all the advantages of for - 
tune, which he ſo bountifully enjoyed, he was happy to ſee 
would be ſuſſiciently rich in talents and abilities, to ſtand for- 
ward as a ſhining; example. of ſuperiority and 8 
had declared that he apprehended no danger. He could only 


feelings ſo peculiar to the boſoms of youth of enlarged un- 
derſtandings, which made them riſe ſuperior to the ordinary 


ſenſe 
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ger. Looking at the eriſis with more fear of its preſſing on- 
25 2 he could not but feel ſome what more — — and 
be anxious for ſomewhat more of -precaution- than the Noble 
Duke thought neceſſary; and he begged to call their Lord- 
2 attention for a very ſew moments to the ſyſtem which 


mtmroduce the ſame ſyſtem, and the prine 
founded, into this jf x. 1 
country was moſt undeubtediy loyal, and it was to ſecure 


. oy * 


* 


- 
* 2 
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caution and a greater apprehenſion roaching dan- 


Hed in France, meaning to leave it entirely to their 


Lord ſtiips to decide. for themſelves, whether there was or was 
3 


to apprehend a danger, from every attempt to in- 
iples- on which it was 


that loyalty from the ſeduCtion of wicked and deFgoing ma- 


chinations that the Bill had been brought in. When he con- 


ſidered the plans which had been laid by a wicked and miſ— 
taken few, the relative ſituation of the country, the principles 
pagated in France, which had led the way to level and 


Y deſtroy all order, all law, religion, and the well-being of 
_ everything deat to man, he did not think that he could be 


too guarded, circumſpect, and vigilant, for the internal wel- 


| fare of the country. From the information he had been able 


to collect, he was aſſured that a conſpiracy had been engen- 
dered, born, nurtured, and in full growth, ready to rear its 


head when the machine could be once mounted, and that the 


correſpondence, committees, partitions, and re- partitions of 


the different clubs, ſocieties, &c. had given the fulleſt teſti- 

mony of the truth of his affertions. In this part of his 

| ſpeech, the Lord Chancellor recapitulated all the leading 

tranſactions that had taken place in France, which ought in 
reaſon to be conſidered as likely to prove dangerous in this 

country, if propagated with the induſtry and enthuſiaſm that 

were known to be the characteriſtic of the agents of the 


French Convention. | e 


His Lordſhip took a curſory view of the ſtate of affairs at 
_ the periods in which the Habeas Corpus Act had formerly been 
' ſuſpended, and compared the danger of thoſe times with the 
_ preſent, proving how infinitely more critical and alarming the 
preſent period was. He mentioned the proceedings in Lan- 
- caſhire, in conſequence of the apprehenſion of certain perſons 
on account of the Aſſaſſination Plot in the ren of King 
William, and ſtated what had been deemed adviſeable. 
Speaking of the reſpect due to Parliamentary Committees 
and their Reports, he 15 | 
Lordſhips, he preſumed, would contend that they 


aid, no man, at leaft no one of their 
were not 
entitled 


"I 


dt 


and therefore indiſpenſibly neceſſary to be paſſed: 


be could not eraſe from his memo 
brought to light by that inquiry; if there had been no Com- 
'mittees of the two Houſes on the ſubject, though he could 
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entitled to great weight. It was true that a late Noble Lord 
had treated the reſolutions: ſomewhat cavalierly in a different 
place. The expreſſion he had uſed on the occaſion was 
certainly homeiy, but perhaps on that very account it had 


made a greater impreſſion than if it had been more civil 


and poliſned ; but its amount was no more than what every 
man who knew any thing of the conſtitution muſt admit, 


vz. that the refolutions of either Houſe of Parliament 


were not equal in effect or authority to an Act of the Le- 


giſlature. Much, however, was to be allowed for the place 
in which the opinion was delivered, the circumſtances that 


called for it, and the effect it was meant to produce at the 
mamert. als ee iN aria ns a 


«\ 


Having put this matter in its true point of view, the Lord 


Chancellor briefly recapitulated the heads of his argument, 
and concluded a . of ſingular perſpicuity and force of 
reaſoning, with declaring, that the Bill then before their 
Lordſhips was a meaſure important to the national ſecurity; 


Tur Aucllond ſaid, that without meaning any diſreſpect 


either to the Houſe or to the ſeveral Noble Lords who had 


ſpoken in the debate, heenight with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs of 
truth aſſert, that, with an exception of the laſt ſpeech, nine 


tenths of all that had been brought forward had no connexion, 


jn any direct line of reaſoning, with the queſtion, whether 
the Bill ought or ought not to paſs.“ He would not imitate 
a practice which he reprobated, and which he thought ill 


ſuited to the momentous and urgent circumſtances of the 
country. He would ſtate, in the feweſt words poſſible, the 
grounds of his opinion that the Bill ought to paſs. He did 


not reſt that opinion on any conſideration reſulting from the 
late trials at the Old Bailey. With reſpect, however, to thoſe 


trials, he concurred with thoſe who thought that it was no 


N nor even a fair preſumption, that treaſons had not 
been committed, becauſe the law had not been effectually ap- 


plied to bring any traitor to juſtice, Be that as it might; if 


there had been no inquiry before the Privy Council, though 
| Fra his memory the alarming truths 


> 


not forget the convincing Reports made by thoſe Committees; 


' ftill he ſhould think that there were ample motives for paſſing 
the Bill. in queſtion. He reſted that opinion upon the admiſ- 
ſion made by all the Noble Lords who had ſpoken on either 


ſide; by ſome, in expreſs terms; by others, impliedly; that 
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| there prevail through the kingdom, amidit all its loyalty, 
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and amidſt all the bleſſings with which that loyalty is re- 
warded, a tendency to diſaffection, a ſpirit of ſedition, and a 
love of wild innovation, in the minds of many individuals. 


With ſuch ſymptoms at home, in a moment of extreme danger 
from abroad, in a moment when the ſtorm was collecting, 


and rolling nn theſe kingdoms with appearances ſo me- . 


nacing that he would not permit himſelf to deſeribe them; — 
he could not, in ſuch a moment, agree with the Noble Marquis 
(Lord Lanſdown), that it would be wiſe to allow what is im- 
properly called “ the ſuſpenſion. of the Habeas Corpus” to 
die a natural death, If it were ſuffered to expire in the preſent 
criſis; he thould think it not a natural death, but à criminal 
and monſtrous act, dangerous to the ſecurity, and einge fatal | 
to the civil and religious exiſtence of this country. ; 
—.— queſtion was ant put, and carried without a divi- 
ae | 
The Dithe of Bedford fad, that the reſult . the motion 
err he lately made in that Houſe, was ſo unſatisfactory ta 
him, and the ſubject which it involved ſo important and in- 
4 tereſting to the Public, that he ſhould bring forward another 
motion of a ſimilar nature, in order, if poſſible, to obtain their 
Lordſhips unequivocal deciſion, ſo intereſting to the nation in 
general; and he was the more emboldened to this, as he ve- 
rily believed a majority of their Lordſhips were deſirous of 


removing the obſtacles in the way of a negotiation for peace. 


His Grace gave notice that 155 n make bras motion n 
r ſe'nnighht. 
| MR b 6 at ten n o'clock. 
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Again 2 poſing of 156 Bil for ſu ſending the Hubeat Gear 48, 5 
3 entered on the . * 4. | 
ps « DISSENTIENT, i ' 
TRE I. Begauſe whatever pretence gue may have exiſted. in 
| the laſt ſellion of Parliament, for 9 the Habeas Cor- 
Fug AQ, that pretence is now removed: The partial ex (nh 
examinations of the Committees of a, having 
refuted by the verdicts of juries, who, with labour unexam- 
pled in the leg: 1l-annals of this country, after duly weighin the 
evidence of both des, acquitted the perſons. indicted or a 
trcaſonable conſpiracy. | 

II. Becauſe intentions hoſtile to the conſtitution 133 en- 
tertained by perſons, few in number, and devoid of weight and 
| e in the . do my e We, SPODE 5 

the 
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the people of Great Britain of that ſecurity which our laws ſo 

anxtouſly provide for perſonal liberty, © 1 hs 1h 
III. Becauſe we find that, as ſoon as thoſe plots and con- 
ſpiracies (which have heretofore cauſed the ſuſpenſion of the 
people's right to their Habeas Corpus) had been dealt with ac- 

_ cording to law, and that the confpirators had been convicted 
and puniſhed, the danger being over, the ſuſpenſion has dropt. 
In the ſame manner, when the proved innocence of the accuſ- 
ed has negatived the ſuppoſed conſpiracy, and when it is not 
even pretended that any new or other plot exiſts; to continue 


to ſuſpend this great and eſſential ſafeguard of our freedom is 
equally: contrary to the example ſet us by our anceſtors, and 
inconſiſtent with that protection, which, as legiſlators, we are 


| _ to afford to the perſonal ſecurity of all our fellow-ſub- 
jet ‚ꝶ¶un ẽ¹ ꝗ V» 44; Mt | 
: c IV. Becauſe we conſider that the national ſpirit of Eng- 
liſh freedom, to which was owing the high place that we once 
held amid ſurrounding nations, is either checked or deadened 
by cauſeleſs acts of deſpotiſm ; or that the diſguſt, necefarily 
3 by ſuch a conduct, is likely (if any thing can pro- 
duce ſuch an effect upon this free and enlightened nation) 
to raiſe a ſpirit of diſaffection even to the conſtitution itſelf. 
& V. Becauſe when we trace the hiſtory of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, we find, among other ſecurities from oppreſſion, 


it was chiefly meant to enſure to the ſubject a ſpeedy trial, 
when accuſed of treaſon or treaſonable practices, and to avert 


the tyranny of tedious impriſonment for thoſe crimes. We con- 
ceive, therefore, that if the Legiſlature is, upon all occaſions of 
_ ſuſpicion of traiterous acts, to ſuſpend the operation of that 


moſt important and invaluable ſtatute, ſecurity to the ſubject 
muſt be removed, at the very criſis, and in the very caſe, when 
it was meant by the wiſe and enlightened framers of that law 


moſt to ſhield and protect him 
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Mr. M. Robinſin moved; “ That there be laid upon the 


table an account of all the ſtarch made out of wheat and other | 


materials, that had paid duty from the yt of January 1794, 


A 1 _ 


= as. A, x . 
—— en 4 Erie? <> Rents ries <7 2 
* 4 © - — — e. 5 — * —— — 3 


F _— 


to the it oh n 5 and N 1 That there ſhould be laid 


upon the table an account of all the hair-powder made out of 


wheat flour, and other materials.“ 


Mr. * Dundas brought up an account of the nope 
ruſſia, employed in the laſt campaign, agree- 
ably to the treaty made at the Hague in the month of 


of the King of 
April 1794 and alſo an account of the Britiſn troops 


Killed, wounded,: and milling, i in ere courſe r een, 5 


1 gn. , 18. vt, 


The Bill for the purpoſe oh 8 ie effechunliy manning his 5 


dee navy, by raiſing a certain number of men, in propor- 


tion to the tonnage of every outward-bound merchant-ſhip, 
Kc. was. read * time, os a to be committed the 
next day :- K 


The Bill for more effeftually manning he navy, by raiſing 


r certain number of men for the ſea ſervice, in proportion to 


the number of pariſhes, was read ng — med en to 


he read a pry eee time ne next hace 
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10 His Mijeſry Monks it ware 8 ie - Houſe of Lande that he ; 
Ho received from the Emperor ſtrong aſſurances of a diſpoſmtion to make 


the greateſt exertions for the common; cauſe in the courſe of the next cam- 
paign: But it is repreſented, « on the part of his Imperial Majeſty, that 
theſe efforts cannot be made without the aſſiſtance of a loan, which his Im- 
perial Majeſty is deſirous of r aifing on the credit of the revenues of his here- 


| 8 to employ _ the common 3 force of $00,000 effective 


5 96 His Majeſty is 6f opinion, that, on theſe grophds, fach an arrange- 


ment would be beneficial to the common cauſe; but his Majeſty thinks 


_ that it would be till more advantageous, if, by the means of a ſimilar loan 
to da larger extent, the Emperor ſnodld be enabled to employ a force ſtill more 


conſiderable; and his Majeſty has directed his Miniſter at Vienna to expreſs 


his Majeſty's readineſs to, N ta L his. ö an . 5 


wunde on that Pe” 


Aitary dominions, under the guarantee "of his Majeſty, with the concur- 
_ rence of Parliament, to the extent of four millions: And it is ſtated, that 
fuch a loan, in addmion to his other reſources, would enable his Imperial © 


* 


ene 
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4 Some temporary advances which his Majeſty was induced to make for 
the immediate ſupply of the Auſtrian army, under the preſſure of unforeſeen 
circumſtances in the latter part of the laſt campaign, will be included in 
any arrangement of this natur.. ] 

As ſoon as the negotiation is concluded, his. Majeſty. will not fail to 


fis Lordffiip; after the uſual form of reading; moved halt 


3 5 -4 ene be taken into conſideration on the following 
Monday. SE a LL 5 
Lord Lauderdale objected to this meſſgae, as conveyed in 

terms of ambigui "which he did not clearly underſtand. If 

this money ſhbuld be granted to the Emperor, what ſecurity 

had we that thoſe two Hundred thouſand men would actually 
take the field? We had ſufficient.proofs of the fidelity of one 
of our Continental Allies, viz. the King of Pruffia, who re- 
was included in tits Majefty's Meflage a hint relative to certain 
ſums of money which were not "ſpecifically mentioned, nor 
could he underſtand” whether theſe ſums were to be included 
in that four millions ſtated in the Meffage.-* There might 


ceived our 1 never produced ie men. Beſides, there 


| alſo have been ſome propoſition on the part of the Court of 


Vienna relative to the ſecurity we were to have for the per- 


formance of this agreement on their parts. Theſe points, he 
ſaid, he wiſhed to have ſome information on, and he therefore 


called on his Majeſty's miniſters to explain them. 


? 


* 


Lud Grenville faid, that in reſpect to the fum already paid 
to the Emperor, that was a matter of figures which he could 


not preciſely aſcertain; but if the Noble Earl would move for 


the accounts to be laid upon the table, that motion ſhould be 


complied with, and his Lordſhip might know the ſum minute- 
ly. In reſpect to the ſecurity, he could affirm it would be a 


good one; and as to the indefinite ſum, that was a matter con- 


nected with the other, which would come with much more 


propriety into debate, when the ſubject came under their 
| Lerdchips confideration next Monday, than it could poſſibly 
now do, when not more than half a dozen Peers were preſent. 


The Earl of Lauderdale again preſſed his motion, and in- 


fiſted that he had a right to receive from the Noble Secretary 


of State every information he aſked reſpecting this buſineſs. 


Lord Grenville deſired him to look; to the precedents of the 


Houſe, and to recollect, when a particular day was ſet apart 


for diſcuſſing. a motion, it was not regular preriouſiy to debate 


© - ow 
Lord Pe proieles himſelf.a ſtrenuous ſupporter of the 
meaſures. of . Adminiſtration, becauſe. he was conhdent they 


had 
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| had in view the happineſs; the honour, and the intereſt of 
their country; he truſted that miniſters would ſatisfy the Pub- 
lic, there was a proper ſecurity” for the Emperor fulfilling, in 
the ſtricteſt manner, the contract, into which he was: by the | 

oſed loan to enter. 

The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he beg that ihe miniſter; 
when he brought down the Meſſage, ought to have explained 
every circumſtance contained in that Meffage, in order to 
prepare the minds of thoſe who meant to diſcuſs it with the 
proper materials for debate. His Grace ſaid, it contained 
three diſtinct propoſitions, on Which the Secretary of State, 
when ſolicited to explain, ſheltered himſelf” under the old 
wt ol I ſhall Wen when, it comes e into de- 

ate 71 

Te Bart Lauderdale laid, »he could get no tanker | in- 
formation from miniſters, he qe: the, next day move for 
| fuch papers, as mult lead to an elucidation: of thoſe points 
which were at preſent a myſtery to him. | 

The motion of ſummoning for the next cid Was s then 
run Og. me Bags en to . Ca! ire 


4 ot . 2. 


nous or commons. 


WEDNESDAY, Feb. 4. 


* Mei e was received from the . 8 9 5 Bill, em- 
poweering his. Majeſty to ſecure and detain ſuch perſons as Chal ; 
e ſuſpected of conſpiring againſt his perſon and e, 
had baſſed with amendments. _ 1 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer brought. down. a Met 8 
from his en of 15 the eee is a copy 1 


$633 GH 6G. Row cw 
His Nagy ee to ett the Houſe of FARM chit | 
he has received from the Emperor ſtrong aſſurances of a diſpoſition to make 
the. greateſt exertions for the common cauſe, in the courſe of the next cam- 
paign: But it is repreſented on the part of his Imperial Majeſty, that theſe 
efforts cannot be made without the aſfiſtanc: of a loan, which his Imperial 
Majeſty is deſirous of raiſing on the credit of the revenues of his hereditary 
dominions, under the guarantee of his Majeſty, with the concurrence c 
Parliament, to the extent of four millions: And it is ſtated, that ſuch 

a loan, in addition to his other reſoutces, would enable his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty to employ againſt the common OE the force of 209,000 effeRive | 
men. | 
„His Majeſty'is of opinion; that, on theſe grounds, ſuch an e | 
_ (would be beneficial to 3 but thinks that it would be fl 

2 8 more 


any arrangement of this nature. 5 ns | 3 

„ As ſoon as the negotiation is congluded, his Majeſty will not fail to 

communicate the reſult to Parliament: But, as any meaſure of this fort is 
neceſſarily connected with the conſideration of the proviſion to be made for 
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| more adyantageous, if, by the means of a ſimilar loan, to a larger extent, 
the Emperor ſhould be enabled to employ à force ſtill more conſiderable 


and his Majeſty has directed his Miniſter at Vienna to expreſs his Majeſty's 
readineſs to recommend to his Parliament an arrangement founded on that 
principle, | | 15 in 


Some temporary advances which his Majeſty was induced to make for | 


| the immediate ſupply of the Auſtrian army, under the preſſure of -unfore- 
ſeen circumſtances in the latter part at the laſt campaign, will be included in 


the current ſervice of the year, his Majeſty has thought it right not to delay 
making this communication; and he relies on the zeal and public ſpirit of 
his faithful Commons for taking ſuch meaſures, as, on full conſideration of 


all the circumſtances, they may think moſt conducive to the immediate in- 


tereſts of this country at the preſent conjuncture, and to the great object of 


| re-eſtabliſhing, on ſecure and honourable grounds, the peace and tranquil- 


lity of theſe kingdoms, and of Europe. . dey nn ty 3 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the Meſſage 


of his Majeſty ſnould be taken into conſideration the next day. 


Garn vo 195 (x Ik8 5 | Ni 

Ar. Huſſey ſaid, that as the Meſſage was to be taken inte 
conſideration the next day, he conceived that there was a 
meaſure previouſly neceſſary. He was extremely glad to per- 
ceive, that the ſum to be granted to the Emperor was now re- 
duced to four millions. [ A cry of No from the other ſide.] 
Ihen, if the reduction was not to take place, and the ſum was 


to be ſix millions, or perhaps to a larger amount, this ſtatement 


would make ſtill more for his argument. This ſum was to be 
added to the ſum neceſſary for our on troops, for forei 
troops in our ſervice, and for our ſubſidiaries. Beſides, 5 


underſtood that there was another ſum which had not yet 


been brought forward, namely, the ſum to be paid to neutral 
powers, for the capture of their ſhips. All theſe ſums added 
together, made an amount truly alarming. The quantity of 

ſpecie in the country formed the baſis of the credit of the paper 


circulation, of which the Right Hon. Gentleman had lately 


occaſion to experience the advantages. The effect, therefore, 


that might be produced by this loan to the Emperor, was of 


the utmoſt importance, It was neceſſary, in order to keep up 
the confidence in the paper circulation, that a ſuſſicient quan- 
tity of ſpecie ſhould be left in the country. The perſons ta 


Vvhom he meant to move that the Houſe ſhould apply, previous 
to the diſcuſſion of h.s Majeſty's Meſſage, were the beſt qua- 
 bhiedto give information on the ſubject : Thoſe perſons were 
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the Governor and Deputy-Governor of the Bank of England 
If any money was to be ſent out of the kingdom, it was the 
Bank who muſt furniſh it; and they, from their ſituation, muſt 
de acquainted with the extent of anyqſpecie brought into the 
country. They therefore muſt both be beſt acquainted with the 
ſtate of ſpecie at preſent in the country, and the effect of tbe 
fluctuation that muſt be produced by ſending fo large a ſum out 
of it, as was propoſed to the Empere. 
He concluded with moving, © That the Governor and De- 
| | Mare of the Bank of England do attend this 
ü ee , ROOTS ON 1 ER: 
The Chancellor of the Chancellor ſaid, that in oppoſing the . 
motion of-the' Hon. Gentleman, he did not at preſent mean to 
enter much at large into the ſubject. He believed that the 
Hon. Gentleman could fcarcely have made a motion more un- 
welcome to thoſe who were its objects, than by requiring the 
Governor and Deputy-Governor of the Bank of England to 
attend the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, in order to be ex- 
amined on a ſpeculative opinion,.“ What were the effects 
of ſending ſuch a ſum of money out of the country?“ 
He knew of no way in which they could communicate the 
information that was required, except by giving an account 
of their own banking tranſactions. The Bank of England, 
though upon a different ſcale, he compared to a great bank- 
ing-houſe ; and it could not be poſſible to inſtitute the in- 
quiry that was propoſed, without injuſtice, impolicy, and 
violence. The motion brought forward by the Hon. Gentle- 
man was ſuch as ought rather to furniſh a ground of argu- 
ment the next day. TOO RTHTS 13 8 W 
Jo guard Gentlemen, however, againſt forming any ſudden 
and incautiqus concluſion from the ſpecious pretexts urged in 
oppoſition to the loan, he ſaid, he ſhould make ſome few | 
curſory obſervations upon them, referring at the ſame time to 
the improved experience of enlightened times, and the hiſtory 
dee 8 Þ 
The exportation of ſpecie had been held out as deſtructive to 
the wealth of a country, whereas the exportation of ſpecie was 
to be conſidered merely in the ſame light,. as any other export- 
ation of commerce. Too rigid an adherence to the maxim of 
' hoarding up their ſpecie in countries where they had accumu- 
lated a large quantity of-filver, had been found to be ruinous to 
their commerce, The ſame ſtate of Europe that called upon 
this country for new and unheard-of exertions, had produced 
alſo an influx of wealth, not leſs unuſual and extraordinary. 
That the exportation of ſpecie has conſtituted wealth and 
contributed to our reſources, is ſuch. a ſelf-evident propoſi- 
; %%% T , n 
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tion as ſcarcely to occupy a moment's examination. For a 
Further demonſtration trot be fot us look to other 
Countries where the exportation of filver is prohibited, and we 
| ſhall find them cramped in their commerce, in their manu- 
 faCtures, and even in the actual receipts of their revenue. © 
On the other hand, he was not ignorant that a ſudden ex- _ 
portation, to a large and irrecoverable amount, that is, to ſuch 
an amount as could not be eaſily compenſated for, by the in- ! 
flux and reflux of merchandiſe, might make a ſudden and ö 
alarming revulſion. If the exportation of ſpecie did lead at 9 
all to any danger or alarm, the queſtion that ought then to 
engage the attention of the Houſe would be, Whether, from 
that exportation of ſpecie, there does not ariſe a ſuſſicient and [ 
competent influx of ſpecie by the improved manufactures or | f 
other commodities to occaſion a rebound ? That ſuch are _— 
the conſequences, are facts obvious to all. C 
Another remarkable and cogent fact muſt obtrude itſelf 
alſo upon every recollection, and give freſh animation to ſuch 
depreſſed ſpirits as the pretended dangers influence. It is both 
palpable and noforious, that the ſafety of this country has ope- 
rated with ſo much effect, as not only to encourage our own 
hopes and exertions, but to reimburſe the great and extraordi- 
nary expences which thoſe exertions have occaſioned. We have 
extraordinary difficulties, itis true, but let it be remembered alſo 
that we have extraordinary means to aſſiſt us. Great Britain, 
in this mighty continental ſtruggle, is become the aſylum both 
of perſons and of property, and in fact the centre of the 
wealth of Europe; and the effect of her ſafety and ſecurity in 
ſuch a war of deſolation is (as we laſt year experienced, when, 
notwithſtanding the great drains which were made by the extra- 
ordinaries, and the ſubſidy of the King of Pruſſia), our com- 
merce was ſoon recovered from its temporary ſtagnation, and 
dur merchants were enabled to ſurvive the temporary depreſſion 
which had before taken place, and had only ſerved. to eftabliſh 
credit upon a more firm and ſolid baſis; this was the ſureſt cri= 
terion of the flouriſhingand permanent reſources of the country. 
Nor was this all: Our exchange, inſtcad of being ſunk, _ 
has grown more favourable to our intereſts, even more favour- 
able than it was before hoſtilities commenced. As a proof, 
the price of dollars is much cheaper than before the war: And 
hence we muſt conclude that the exportation of ſpecie does not 
lead to the evils which are with ſo much zeal and ingenuity 
aſſertz ;;; fr Ee 
If the theory of ſuch danger were well founded, the prin- 
ciples from which it is deduced are in the greater part errone- 
ous, and in the leſs 9 Under the . | 
e e . is 
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this kingdom it is that the loan is made, and muſt it therefore 
abſolutely follow that the loan is wholly ſupplied in the ſpecie 
of this country ?—Certainly not. The greateſt part of it may 
be filled by ſubſcriptions in other countries, under the faith 
and aſſurance they repoſe in our credit. Part of it may be 
paid in bills of exchange, and no inconſiderable ſhare be diſ- 
- Charged by the variety of circuitous modes of dealing, ſuch as 
ſtores, merchandiſe, &c. There cannot be a doubt indeed 
but it may have one melancholy effect, and at firſt ſerve to 
lower the price of exchange; but even this is not without its 
- counterbalance, ſince it will cheapen imports, but heighten the 
Por Boo oy ge oy Ee ee 
Having briefly recapitulated the moſt prominent arguments 
of what the Hon. Gentleman advanced, and being conſcious 
that to examine the Governor and Deputy-Governor of the 
Bank of England would be to betray them inadvertently to the 
diſcloſure of their ſecrets, “ I ſhall give the motion,” ſaid | 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, © my molt fincere and un- 
CC „ 3 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon ſaid, that it was impoſſible to add 
any thing to what had been ſo ably ſtated by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman; and he had only to remark on the injurious effeck 
of ſome queſtions that might be propoſed to the Governor and 
Deputy-Governor of the Bank of England, by Members of 
that Houſe, if the motion of the Hon. Gentleman ſhould be 
catried. - 3 88 5 3 VVV 
Mr. Harriſon ſaid, he could by no means diſcover, that the 
exportation of ſpecie occaſioned by the loan, bore any compa- 
riſon to that exportation of ſpecie, which is the cauſe and the 
effect of merchandiſe. Where the exportation of ſpecie in 
mercantile tranſactions is reſtrained or prohibited, the nations, 
it is true, are conſequently cramped in their manufactures 


and reſources, for where money is exchanged for raw mate- 


rials, the raw materials are uſed in the manufactures of the 
country, which by their exportation produce employment for 
induſtry, an increaſed accompt to the merchant, and a large 
revenue to the ſtate. But can the Right Hon. Gentleman, he 
aſked, affirm that the exportation of ſpecie, which will do all 
this in mercantile affairs, will do it likewiſe in war? So large an 
amount to be tranſmitted without any immediate recompence, 
in his mind, became alarming to the extreme. 
Mr. Thornton requeſted the Hon. Gentleman to withdraw 
his motion, as one that might be inconvenient in its conſe- 
quences, and that could not be acceptable to his relation, whoſe 
attendance was required at the bar. 
g Mr. 
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Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he did not view this queſtion in a commer- 
Cial light; undoubtedly if the Governor and Deputy-Governor 
were to appear at the bar, it would be impoſſible to prevent the 
Members of that Houſe from putting to them any queſtions 
they might think proper, and this was what appeared to him 
the only plauſible objection to his motion As to every thing 
that had been ſaid with reſpect to the exportation of ſpecie 
for mercantile- purpoſes, the caſe here was entirely different; 
the Right Hon. Gentleman well knew that the money which 
was now propoſed to be ſent out of the country would never 
return. As to perſons in foreign parts ſubſcribing to the loan, 
the pretext was too flimſy almoſt to deſerve an anſwer. Thoſe 
perſons muſt be guaranteed by bills upon this country, and it 
Was of little conſequenee whether we paid the ſum in money, 
or in money's worth. It was impoſſible for the Right Hon. 
Gentleman to judge of the operation of ſending ſo large a 
ſum of money out of the country; it was therefore that he 
wiſhed to apply for information to thoſe who were beſt able to | 
_ eſtimate the conſequences of ſuch a meaſure. He declared, he +1 
had brought forward his motion, not as a party-queſtion, but 
from a regard to the ſafety of the country. He feared that the 
loan now propoſed, would be extremely prejudicial to the ſtate. 
of public credit; how far his apprehenſions were well found- 
ed, the ſequel would prove, but he muſt conſider it as a mea- 
ſure full-fraught with danger and alarm. Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he 
found what he had ſuſpected, that the Right Hon. Gentleman 
Vas maſter of the ſubject, and had previouſly confidered it well; 1 
but much as the Right Hon. Gentleman had argued againſt | 
the motion, he doubted whether, if he ſat on that fide of tile | | 
Houſe, he could not have produced many, many ſtronger argu- 
ments for it. He paid a compliment to the diſtinguiſhed eloquence 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; but ſaid, if any thing was. 
wanting to ſtrengthen his diſapprobation of the meaſure, no- 
thing could be more effectual for that purpoſe, than the very 
| an which the Right Hon. Gentleman had urged in its 
1m ort. +, of 5 c . i | | ; | 
3 he motion was then put, and negatived without a divi- 
on, No "62 IE. „ 
1 Mir. Courtenay aſked, what was the amount of the ſums _ 
already advanced to the Emperor? | . 
Dye Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the ſums could not 
be exactly aſcertained, as they had been advanced by the 
Commander in Chief, with the authority of his Majeſty, 
for the uſe of the troops, as the preſſure of circumſtances re- 
_ quired; but he believed that they might amount, in the whole, 
at the end of laſt month, to about 400, oool. | 1 
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MANNING or THE Navy. 


The Bil for more effectually manning his Majeſty 8 1 | 
buy raiſing a certain number of men, in ee to the ton- 
nage of every outw ard- bound e ip, went into a Com- | 
mittee. 
Mr. Fe offered a new a to the following effect: 
He it further enacted, that every perſon enjoying a place or 
penſion, of the value of Zool. per annum, ſhall find one 
ſeaman, or two landmen; every perſon enjoying a place or 
penſion of the value of g00l. two ſeamen, or four landmen; 
and for every addition of 200l. per annum, one: ſeaman, or 
two landmen.“ | 

Thie Chancellor 9 of the B ſaid, that he ſcarcely how 
whether this clauſe belonged to the prefent Bill, or to the Bill 
for raiſing men from the pariſhes, it had ſo little relation to 
He was at a loſs to determine whether the Hon. Gen- 
tleman meant it as a joke upon the Bill, or upon the motion 
which he had laſt year brought forward with e to > line- 
- cures and penſions. | 
Mr. Harriſon diſclaimed all PR of a joke; he was con- 
| vinced that the principle upon which he had founded his clauſe. 
was that which muſt ultimately prevail, but admitted that it 
_— properly belonged to the Bill for raiſing men from the 
pariſhes. 
| : The Bill then went through the gen che blanks were 
filled up, and, the Houſe being reſumed, the report was re- 
ceived, and, on the motion of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, ordered to be nw into conſideration on Friday 
- ſennight. - 
The Bill for wine men Hl the e &c. was read a 
ſecond time. — Ordered to be committed the next day. 

Went through the Bill for ſuſpending the ale, cpu ; 
and agreed to the Amendments made by the Lords. | 
Heard Counſel on the Eau * 8 Bill. 
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HAVING obtained a more correct and circumſtantial account of _ 
Mir. Curwen's Speech on the Suſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus. 
Bill, than we gave in the Report of the Debate on that ſubject 
In the Houſe of Commons, on the 23d of January laſt, we tale 
„ M f io I Ge 
„ %%% Oo ne Bs V 
el ſhould not have perſevered in wiſhing to obtrude myſelf 
on your notice, had I not felt, from the importance and mag- _ 
_ nitude of the queſtion, a duty to my conſtituents, my country, 
and myſelf, which forbad me to give a filent vote. The queſ- 
tion involves not only the preſent liberty of the ſubject, but 
its very exiſlence. The ſentiments I ſhall offer to the Houſe 
can have no claim to its attention but from the ſincerity with 
which they are delivered. VV . 2 
„ This is a moment, when every party diſtinction ſnould 
vaniſh. I look, Sir, to meaſures, not to men. It matters not 
who be the miniſter, provided he be equal to the fituation. 
My ſupport he ſhall cheerfully have in every exertion for the 
defence of the country. I have liſtened, Sir, to every thing 
that has fallen from. the Learned Gentleman {the Attorney 
_ General), of whoſe abilities and integrity I have the higheſt opi- | 
nion: And great indeed has been my aſtoniſhment, and much 5 | 
my conſolation and ſatisfaction, to find not one paper, not one | 
_ tranſaction adduced in ſupport of the meaſure, which is not to 
be found in the Report of the Secret Committee of laſt year. 
Me are called upon, Sir, for a renewal of the meaſure, not 
from any reference to the preſent moment, not from any con- 
ſideration of the actual ſituation of the country, but from a 
reference to that ſtate, in which it was fuppoſed to have ſtood _ 
laſt year. Agreeing in every ſentiment,” in every opinion as to 
the nature of thoſe papers, and deprecating as much as he can 
do their pernicious tendency ; agreeing that they called for the 
- moſt ſerious attention of the Executive Government; I totally 
diſſented from the neceſlity of this meafure on a former oc- 
caſion. And why? Sir, becauſe my mind was led to that con- 
cluſion, which the Hon. and Learned Gentleman has this 
night for the firſt time declared to the Houſe. He now ad- 
mits, what I always believed, that their numbers were not 
conſiderable : That there was not one tenth part, whoſe views 
were dangerous to the conſtitution: Agreed in no one plan, 
they were not ſormidable even in proportion to their num- _ 
bers. I then thought what I am now more than ever convin- 
ed of, that the power conſtitutionally lodged in the hand of 
Government is amply ſufficient for every purpoſe of ſecurity. 
„ At what moment, Sir, were theſe opinions, theſe new- 
fangled doctrines moſt likely to paſs current? Now! 8 
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their falſity has been fully proved, when the miſery, which 

has attended them in another country, has exceeded what the 
moſt alarmed imagination could have conceived? No! Sir. 
If there was a moment, when danger was to be apprehended 
from them, it was when they were new. Their novelty ex- 


cited ſurpriſe, and might have allured men into an' acquieſ- 


cence with doctrines, which reaſon and reflection have long 
ago ſhewn were not calculated to produce any one of the 
advantages, ſo ſpeciouſly held out. On the contrary, where- 
ever they have prevailed, unexampled calamity has been the 
conſequence. Sir, I draw a ſource: of fecurity from thoſe 
very papers; when I find them every where complaining of 
the little effect they have had with the people. Whence has 
this proceeded? not ſurely from a want of energy, for was 
there ever a diſpoſition to make more glorious efforts in the 
defence of the country? No! Sir; their rejection has pro- 
ceeded from the good ſenſe of the people, who are not to be 
_ deluded by ſpecious ſpeculations ; and who will not make an 
_ experiment beginning with the ſacrifice of a conſtitution, 
which experience has proved to them to have produced ſo 
e enn, 5 „„ 
Can the Right Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
deny, that unparalleled exertions have been made in arming 
the country? Was the military force ever ſo numerous? Is 
there more than one opinion in this Houſe and the country at 
large in granting every thing, that miniſters ſhall deem re- 
Juiſite for the defence of the country? What, Sir, are the 
{ſentiments of my conſtituents, whoſe petition lies on your 
table? Endeavour to obtain the bleſſings of peace, but with- 
hold nothing, that ſhall make it honourable and laſting. Such, 
Sir, I believe, is the language of every man in the country. 


Is it wiſe—is it prudent—to adopt a meaſure, that is a /ibef 


upon the attachment and loyalty of the country? A meaſure 
creating diſtruſt among ourſelves, and confidence in our ene- 
mies. Was there a diſpoſition in the people to be factious 
and diſſatisfied, might not the conduct of the war afford a 
wide field? Great and unexampled as have been the diſaſters 
attending it, are they wholly to be attributed to fortuitous cir- 
cumſtances? No, Sir; much might be attributed to the want 
of abilities in the Right Hon. Gentleman, properly to direct 
the force of this country. Yes, Sir, while he has his Ma- 
jeſty's confidence, and that of this Houſe, the nation is willing 
to grant every thing he can require. Sir, I ſaw with aſtoniſh- 
ment the firſt ſteps that were taken by the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman in the ſyſtem of alarm. Then aroſe in my mind the 
moſt ſerious apprehenſions, that they would lead to the in- 
yolving this country in the calamities of war. I beg to call 


* 
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to the recollection of the Houſe the beginning of May 1792, 
when a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Burke) ſo eloquently, 
and with but too much ſucceſs, firſt ſounded the trumpet of 
alarm, and called upon the Right Hon. Gentleman to exert 
the full force of Government againſt thoſe doctrines. What 
Was the reply of the Right Hon. Gentleman? As for the 
country being in a ſtate of ferment, he did not think ſo, and 
believed his Hon. Friend had gone too far, when he ſaid it. 
If there were any, who entertained opinions mimical to the 
_ conſtitutipn, he really believed their numbers were ſmall, and 
their proceedings too inſignificant to be dangerous: For the 
great body of the people were firmly united in their love for 
the conſtitution, and had a proper ſenſe of the many bleſſings. 
they had e 
page 36, 


joyed under it.” Vide Parl. Reg. vol. xxxiii. 


« Yet, after this, in the ſame month his Majeſty's Proclama- 


tion came forth, warning us againſt the dangers that threaten- 
ed the country. How 1s ſuch 
This miſerable policy anſwered but too ſucceſsfully the ends 
that were propoſed by it. Dreadful has been the conſequence, 
whether we view it in reſpect to the calamitous war, into 
which it has plunged us, or in reſpe& to the deteſtable 
ſyſtem of /y//m, which has deſtroyed public confidence and 


conduct to be accounted for? 


private ſecurity. 


6 Sir, the Learned Gentleman has told us, though three 


. 


ſucceſſive juries have negatived the exiſtence of a plot in this 


country, we are not therefore to infer, that it did not exiſt in 
Scotland, where two convictions have taken place. In my 


_ conſcience, Sir, I do not believe, that it ever did exiſt, but in 


that zvretch, who has juſtly paid the forfeit of his crimes z and 


in this I am borne out by the general ſentiment of that 


country. Sir, this 20retch—and I truſt for the fake of humanity 


few ſuch there have been finding the information he gave to 


Government led to the belief rather of ſecurity, than of 
danger, was determined to try if he could not work upon 


the temper of unſuſpecting men, and lead them into a ſitua- 


tion ſo criminal, that their ſacrifice ſhould procure him atten- 
tion and reward, from Government. God be praiſed, the ruin 
he intended for others, fell upon his own head. But is the 

e every man muſt feel, for ſo conſummate a villain, 


confined to this tranſaction alone? Does it not lead us to 
execrate a ſyſtem calculated to produce ſuch horrid con- 
ſequ eff! nn et 1 RG 
„ Fir, many of theſe papers owe their exiſtence to the ſu- 
pineneſs of Government, who for two years totally diſregard- 


ed and deſpiſed them. Is it not in proof upon the late trials 
bow much their ſpies have goaded on and inflamed the ſacieties 


of 
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of which they were members, in order to ſcreen themſelves 


from ſuſpicion ? Much, Sir, much ſatisfaction have theſe late 


trials afforded to every independent man in the country; 


| proving how incorrupt was the ſource of public juſtice. The 


dangers, I apprehend, are not from theſe miſerable papers. 


| Not Sir, it is from the diſbelief of public virtue. Every day's 
experience leſſens the opinion of the people: They know 
not to where or to whom they can look with confidence, or on 


whom they can firmly rely, What, Sir, can they think, when 
they ſee Gentlemen, who profeſſed that the imminency of 
the danger which threatens the country, called upon them to 


renounce old friendſhips, to forget their recorded opinions of 


the violation of the conſtitution, with which the introduction 


to power of that Right Hon. Gentleman was attended? Sir, 


I gave them full credit ſor the high ground of principle they 
had taken, but how have they conducted themſelves? Is it not 
notorious, that there has been more jobbing and contention 


for power, than ever difgraced the moſt corrupt Adminiſtra- 


tion, in times of the moſt profound ſecurity ? Sir, when I look 


to a Noble Earl, whoſe name is refpeCtable from the long 
ſervices of his predeceſſor, poſſeſſed of an immenſe fortune, 


bargaining for the proviſion of a child at the expence of his 


country, I proteſt to God, Sir, this monſtrous corruption tranſ- 


ports me at times beyond the bounds of moderation. If, Sir, 
the poſſeſſion of every thing which fortune or ſituation can 
give, with every thing to loſe, and nothing to gain, cannot ex- 
empt me from ſuch ſentiments of indignation, what muſt be 


the effect upon men in lower ſituations, who can hardly bear 


the burdens for the neceſſary defence of the country? and 


what additional ones ny we not be obliged to impoſe? 
“ Let us not, Sir, miſapply our time in providing remedies 


| for dangers which do not exit. Let us act fo as to regain the 


confidence we have loſt. Let us reſtore to the people the per- 
fe& enjoyment of their liberties. Let us, Sir, by every action 


convince them of our unwillingneſs to infringe upon their 


rights, or to load them with any burdens, beyond what un- 


| fortunately the preſſure of the moment requires. Then, Sir, 
I dare pronounce, there will not be found leſs energy, ſpirit, and 


reſolution to maintain the conſtitution, than there were exerted 
for its eſtabliſhraent. Then, Sir, we may bid defiance to fo- 
reign and domeſtic incendiaries. The conteſt will then be, 
who can beſt and moſt ably defend his country.“ 


END OP THE FIRST VOLUME, 
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